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I have your letter requesti-ng me to tell ;i-ou sonething aieout foofball
as I remenber it at, 'v{ake Forest Co1les'e from 18S6 to l-8g3. f harre a]-so a cop;,1

of ,vour interesting letier fron:r Judee li. A. Devin, Oxford, l,;. C. "rudg* ltevin

had the renutation in his college riays of being able to nren&re an asslgnment

during +"he five ninutes alior*ed to reach his classroom. Jirdgi.ng b;"' his later
reco::d and tho'se of his teanunaies, f can see why the Walfer Csmn rule book

wss suf-fieienf to teaeh then footba11. The;,. dirl literally learn it that way.

They haci no coachesr nor had anlrone plai.ed the gane in lriorth Carolina before.

i'Jake Forestts first inlercolleeiate qame rnrith Llniversity of \iorth Carolina at
ChapeJ- Tij"ll -taras in 1888 when the cariain was lv. C. l-ror*"d of Charlotte. fn 1gg?

the C;rptain was Osear F;idciick of Asheviile, irr l$90 anci ?1 Verno_t.iiowe1l of
Smlhfield, anC 1892 I, George Blanton of Shelb,1.r cantained the fleam"

rn 1889 we haer a student bod;,' of approxin:at.e1;,, i5o fron: which t,o
select' & teal::. i'.'e had poor fieicis and no seats, but sj-nee in those da..;s r.re

hacl ]1tt1e in the way of air,t:sennenl at wake Forestrwhen football season ca'r:e

around most of the student,s and a gooci nunber of the members of the facu1t,y,
townsFeople, were on the field to watch practice. .A.nd the boi,* who wantec a
tr-v at the new game played.,after tentat:-ve team was selected. The varsit,y
baeks woul'J r'l.a;-u'on one sid.e against the varsity line on the other, the two
elevens fill-ed out with other st,udents out, for an afternoons exerci-se. This
was the onl-v r+ay we,ha* enoueh tr1aysy6 to.qet or,rosing teams for practice.

ft xas t,he cr:s+-on for each teani to clroose one offiei-al , to raferee

in one hal-f and to urnr:i re in the other. Since these chosen representatives

usually had slron{ 1o;,.s111es, t,his n-itr:rallu- produced nunerous differences of

oninion.

Sash boy had to rdrrchase his equlnment * a lady on the campus made

the uniforrns out of canvas*and be resnonsible for his expenses on trips. The

caplain haC all responsrbjl-ities for selecting and running the team. The

manaqer arrangeri the ganes and looked after finances.
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We had no coach until the beginning of 1999. Oscar Ricldiek was then

Oaptain. He induced his relative, l,j. C. liiddick to stop bJ. on his raa..,, t,o Lehigh.

1'i, C. Rj-ddick was a rnember of Lehieh team. r{ft,er two weeks of coaching he

suggested a lineun for the l-889 tean. l{e. r:ieC the returnlng members of the lggg
+-e&m " The back fietrrl was eonrroseC of ,Iohn E. i{hit,e, as.quarterbaek, Vernon

I]owell" and Oscar Ridcilck at halfback, ar:d George Blanton at fuy,back.

Our first gane in 188? was against U" lJ" C., at Chapel Hill. We traveled
by train and beacuse of the inconvenient schedule anrl the changes in Faleigh and

Dunhan we had to ire away frorn t.he cannus 2 nights and 3 ciays. We won the game I-g

to 8, anc when r*e :'eturned to wake Forest we were mei b;g our. fellow students with
a wagon into r"rhich vre were throun and drawn through the eanpus, forbidden to wa?ons,

to the ball fiel-d on Faeult;,r Avenue. hliren r was ealled on for a speech, next after
Capf . iliddick, J i+as nuch nore frightenerl than I had been pl-a.r,ing in the,f,,ame, rny

fi-rst match. From that fime on for 4. years f pla1,ed the entire tine in everl. .;{aks

Forest qarne for 3 :y-ears as fu11back, and .""u*-:; Quarterback { ny then vreighine l_36

pouncis) and eantain of the team of 1gg2,

substifutes were tiew in i892. The tean started off for virginia to play f
games in one r^reek enc uith 3 substitues" lfe used them al-l in our first da;l when we

Pla-:''ed an esceedingly tough game against I/.M.r, ending in a tie at l*2 to 12. v.j,{.r.
used a menaber of their boxinA tearn as eenter and r think he used our teiri for boxing
practice' Three of our men were laid. out: walter sikes got a cut above one eye though
he did not quit the qane. !{ill Jones anci carl pridgen did not fare so r+elL.. The garne

was verJr ciose all the wav through. The score was 5 to 5 unt1l ;} minutes before the
end when ir' l4' r' nade a touch down. To nut the ball back in play, instead of kicking
off as now, the tean which was last scored against took the ball and ran it behind a
flying V fornntion. We vari-ed this by put,tinq our sw.j_ftest man, i+ho nas Ton CruCup, in
the center of the V then using the left wing with all- the backs as interference. On lhis

p1a;' 6"rr6up reached the 10 :read line. Thus encourageci we made the touehdown anC kicked



i4onday.

rl:rra-

(2)

goal with one minute left. The score was 12 to 12. That evening a group of us

went over to Washineton & Lee where we were initiated into 'r,he K. A. Fra*,ernitJ,.

The nexb da;.", Satr:rday, we played !,Iashington & Lee. Sikes eontinued

pla3.ing with his cut over the e.','e, but pri_dgen anci Jones were not able to p1a3,.

John lrd-lIs t'ho hacl graduated frorn W. F. the year before and was working in
Virginia, dressed ln Pridgents unifo:'m and F,la.rred for us. We won the game,

0n Sunda;,.' we went t,o Lj-chnonil where we won against frich"'nond College on

Two wj-ns and one tie garne in a weekenci w"ith or:ly J substitutes and. one ex*

to relieve us nust appear a mrggeti sehecjule to . to,C.ay.

I have haC a great deal of pleasure in seeing the pictur.e of Wake Forestrs

first infercolleqiate football tean of 1888 anrl in reading the interesti-ng c_omrnents

of F)ev. John E. lvhite written ln 1925. As l1ook hack today *y #p1,i**t *?rt'Ju,
o-i gooi times centar arouncl wonderful frientls, anC neonle like D:.. CharieS.'Brer*er,

and Dr. W. L. Poteat, with their kindnessr rW fl-ne boarding house 1ady, i.{rs. Dickson

with her friendly interestrin m;,, four 1,ssr.s roornmate, lI. B" Iattimore, and. that

favorj-te citizen of all the bo;rs, our cirugeist an,l baseball- player, Mr. ?. E. Iloldine.

i'li' da;rs at Wake Forest meant a great deal to rne, and it is a joy to recall them.

Yours sincerely,

'g


