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2005 UTAH STATE FOOTBALL

University Quick Facts

Location: Logan, Utah

Founded: 1888

Enroliment: 21,490

President: Stan Albrecht (Brigham Young, 1966)
Director of Athlefics: Randy Spetman (Air Force, 1976)
Conference: Western Athletic Conference (first year)
Nickname: Aggies

Colors: Navy Blue and White

Stadium: Romney Stadium (30,257)

Turf: Arfificial (Sprinturf, installed summer of 2004)

Coaching Quick Facts

Head Coach: Brent Guy (Oklahoma State, 1983)
Record at USU: First Year
Overall Record: First Year

Assistant Coaces:
Jeff Copp (Boise State, 2001), Safeties
Mark Johnson (UC Davis, 1990), Defensive Coordinator
Tom McMahon (Carroll, 1992), Defensive Line
Danilo Robinson (Utah State, 1997), Tight Ends
John Rushing (Washington State, 1995), Cornerbacks
Mike Santiago (Southern Utah, 1977), Off. Coord./QB
Greg Stevens (Eastern Oregon, 1992), Wide Receivers
Chris Tabor (Benedictine, 1993), Running Backs
Vance Vice (Oklohoma State, 1990), Offensive Line
J.P. DeWane (Boise State), Offensive G.A.
Mike McMahon (Carroll, 2004), Defensive G.A.

USU On The Web
www.UtahState Aggies.com

Team Quick Facts
2004 Overall Record: 3-8
Sun Belt Conf. Record: 2-5 (tie 7th)
Basic Offense: Multiple
Basic Defense: 4-3
Leftermen Returning: 38 (18 Off., 18 Def., 2 Spec.)
Lettermen Lost: 26 (12 Off., 13 Def., 1 Spec.)
Returning Starters (2004 starts/career starts)
Offense (4)
LT - Donald Penn (11/32)
OC - Brent DeLadurantey (4/4)
WR - Tony Pennyman (9/10)
TB - Chris Forbes (7/7)
Defense (6)
DT - Michael Gates (9/12)
LB - Nate Fredrick (8/17)
LB - John Chick (6/26) will play end in 2005
S - Joe Lindsay (9/9)
S - Andre Bala (8/8)
CB - Cornelius Lamb (11/18)
Starters Lost (2004 starts/career starts)
Offense (7)
LG - Victor Eti (10/10)
RG - Elliott Tupea (11/21)
RT - Justin Schlimgen (9/9)
TE - Patrick McNutt (8/12)
WR - Raymond Hicks (9/16)
WR - Rod McNeal (6/6)
QB - Travis Cox (11/23)
Defense (5)
DT - Ronald Tupea (11/471)
NG - Brent Pollock (5/6)
LB - Kelly Poppinga (11/11)
LB - Robert Watts (9/34)
CB - Jerome Dennis (9/14)

2005 Utah State Football Schedule

Date Opp. Time 2004
Sept. 3 NICHOLLS STATE 1:05 p.m. 5-5
Sept. 10 at Utah 6:05 p.m. 12-0
Sept. 17 Bye

Sept. 24 NEVADA-LAS VEGAS 6:05p.m. 2-9
Oct. 1 at l[daho* 3:00p.m. 39
Oct. 8 SAN JOSE STATE* (HC) 6:05p.m. 2-9
Oct. 15 at Fresno State* 8:05p.m. 9-3
Oct. 22 BOISE STATE* 4:35p.m. 11-1
Oct. 29 at Alabama 1:00 p.m. 6-6
Nov. 5 LOUISIANA TECH* 1:05 p.m. 6-6
Nov. 12 at Hawai'i* 9:.05p.m. 8-5
Nov. 19 NEVADA* 1:05 p.m. 5-7
Nov. 26 at New Mexico State*  2:.00p.m. 5-6
NOTES:

* - Western Athletic Conference game

HC - Homecoming

Dates and times are subject to change.

All fimes listed are mountain.

Series Notes

First Meet Open at home for second time in six years
28-72-4  13th most played rivalry in NCAA

11-5-0 USU won at Las Vegas last year

15-14-2  |daho is first conference opponent again
9-17-1 First meeting since 1995 USU win

9-10-1 Just second trip to California since 1995
4-7-0 BSU’s first trip to Logan since 1999

0-1-0 Second of fwo games at Tuscaloosa
2-0-0 USU won last matchups in 1993 and 1994
4-1-0 First meeting since 1966

4-10-0 Last two decided by a combined 7 points
24-5-0 USU closed 2004 with a win vs. NMSU
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The 2005 Utah State Football Media Guide was published
by the Utah State University Athletic Media Relations Office
with special thanks to Doug Hoffman, Associate Director
and Todd Johnson, Assistant Director. D.J. Brookter also
contributed to this publication.

Cover photos by John Zsiray. Cover designs by Megan
Hemmert, USU Publication Design and Production.

Additional photos by Mitch Mascaro and Eli Lucero,
Logan Herald-Journal, Lynn Kay, Brian Kraus, Michael
Higgins, Donna Barry, USU Photo Services, Ryan Talbot, and
John Zsiray.

Players’ wardrobes provided by Dave Anderson and Mr.
Mac. Printing by USU Publication Design and Production.

Staff, coach and player biographies are based on
information provided by those individuals in resumes,
questionnaires and through individual discussions. All staff
members and coaches had the opportunity to review their
bios before publication.

Additional copies of the 2005 Football Media Guide are
available for $12 each (plus $2 shipping and handling).

Utah State is an Equal Opportunity Educational Institu-
fion.
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To The Media

The 2005 Utah State football media guide has been prepared to
assist you in covering the Aggies this season. Additional information is
available by contacting the Athletic Media Relations Office at (435)
797-1361 or through USU’s website at www.UtahStateAggies.com.

Weekly Press Release

Each Sunday a complete release previewing the upcoming
game and reviewing the season will be available on the Utah State
University athletic web site at www.UtahStateAggies.com. This release
will also be e-mailed and/or faxed to media requesting this service
each Sunday afternoon.

Credentials

To obtain credentials for Utah State home games, requests should
be made on company letterhead and sent to the Athletic Media
Relations office at least one week in advance of the game. Creden-
tials will be granted on this priority basis:

1. Daily newspapers; 2. Originating radio stations; 3. Opponent’s
media as designated by its media relations director; 4. National me-
dia; 5. Local print media which covers USU events on a regular basis;
6. Other.

Credentials will be mailed if enough advance notice is given.
Credentials not mailed will be left at the will callin the ticket booth at
the south end of Romney Stadium.

Parking

Credentialed media will be allowed access to the parking lot on
the west side of the stadium (Blue Lot). A parking pass is required for
admittance to that area and should be requested at least one week
in advance of the game.

Press Box Services

Access to the press box is limited to those with working creden-
tials. fA pregame meal will be served approximately one hour prior to
kickoff.

Game programs, game notes, and flip cards will be provided
prior to the game. Statistics and play-by-play information will be pro-
vided during the game. At the conclusion of the game a complete
statistical book, typed quotes and postgame notes will be available
in the press box.

Final game statistics will be faxed to media requesting the ser-
vice.

Wireless internet will be available to media at the game. A lim-
ited number of telephones will be available in the press box on a first-
come, first-served basis. Requests for personal phones should be made
through USU Telephone Services at (435) 797-3201 at least one week
prior to the game.

Photographers’ Access

Photographers are allowed to shoot on the sidelines outside the
team bench area (team bench areas are between the 25-yard lines).
Photographers must remain outside of the team bench area. Pho-
tographers may also shoot from the photo decks on top of or below
the Romney Stadium press box. Team rosters are provided in the press
box.

Interviews

All requests for interviews with Utah State players and coaches
should be made directly through the Athletic Media Relations Office
(435) 797-1361 and should be made at least one day in advance.
The best time for player interviews is before or after practice, while
Head Coach Brent Guy should be available in the mornings as well as
before or after practice. Playerinterviews will be conducted through
Wednesday each game week.

The Utah State lockerroom is closed to the media on game days.
Postgame interviews will take place after a brief cooling off period in
a designated area.

Press Conferences

Head Coach Brent Guy will hold a press conference in Logan
each Monday during the season at The Copper Mill Restaurant (55
North Main) at 11:30 a.m. Selected players will also be available at
the press conference. Quotes from the press conference will be avail-
able on USU’s web site (www.UtahStateAggies.com) each Monday
afternoon and will also be faxed and/or e-mailed per request.

UTAH STATE FOOTBALL

Western Athletic Teleconferences

Each Monday during the season, the Western Athletic Confer-
ence willhost a weekly media teleconference featuring a coach and
player from each team. Brent Guy will be on the call from 10:53 to 11
a.m. Contact the conference office, (303) 799-9221, or each school
for a complete schedule.

On the Internet

All the latest and most comprehensive news concerning the Aggie
football team and Utah State Athletics is available 24 hours a day on
the Utah State University Athletics Department’s official website,
www.UtahStateAggies.com.

Game Tracker

Aggie fans will be able to follow Utah State home games through
the Aggie website at www.UtahStateAggies.com, through Game
Tracker, a program that documents each play and updates statistics
throughout the contest.

Aggies On The Air

Utah State football games are broadcast on KVNU (610 AM) and
KVFX (94.5 FM) in Logan, Utah as well as on the following stations: 98.3
FM (Salt Lake City), 106.3 FM (Ogden/SLC), 104.7 FM (Utah County/
SLC), 102.3 FM (Bear Lake), and 105.5 FM (Randolph) as well as on the
intfernet at www.UtahStateAggies.com. Al Lewis serves as the play-
by-play announcer while Craig Hislop serves as the analyst. The Brent
Guy radio show, hosted by Lewis, will be broadcast on Thursdays on
KVNU.

Directions To Logan

Logan, Utah is home to Utah State University and is located ap-
proximately 75 miles north of Salt Lake City, Utah. From Salt Lake Inter-
national Airport: Take |-80 East out of the airport to 215 North, which
willruninfo I-15 North. Follow 1-15 North to exit 362 (Highway 89-91) at
Brigham City. Follow Highway 89 into Logan, where it becomes Main
Street. Stay on Main Street until you reach 1000 North and turn right.
Turn left at 800 East and the football stadium will be on your right. The
parking lot is located on the west side of the stadium just off 800 East.

USU Athletic Media Relations

Mike Strauss, Director
(Football, Golf)
O: (435) 797-1361
H: (435) 755-0597
C: (435) 770-3131
E-mail: mike.strauss@usu.edu

Doug Hoffman, Associate
(Basketball, Volleyball)

O: (435) 797-3714

H: (435) 787-1638

E-mail: doug.hoffman@usu.edu

Todd Johnson, Assistant

(Soccer, Women'’s Basketball, Softball)
O: (435) 797-2066
H: (435) 750-8731
E-mail: fodd.johnson@usu.edu

Fax: (435) 797-2615
Press Box: (435) 797-1686
Web Site: www.UtahStateAggies.com

Mailing Address:

7400 Old Main Hill
Utah State University
Logan, UT 84322-7400

Student Assistants
Ann Passey
John Zsiray
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Newspapers Phone
Logan Herald Journal, 75 West 300 North, Logan, UT 84321 (435) 752-2121
Shawn Harrison (SE/BW), Wade Denniston, David Cordero, Jason Turner

Salt Lake Tribune, 143 South Main, Salt Lake City, UT 84110
Michael Anastasi (SE), Steve Luhm (BW), Kurt Kragthorpe (C)

(801) 257-8900
Deseret Morning News, 34 East 100 South, Salt Lake City, UT 84110 (801) 237-2161
David Schneider (SE), Jay Hinton (BW), Brad Rock (C)

Ogden Standard Examiner, P.O. Box 12790, Ogden, UT 84412
Chris Miller (SE), Aaron Morton (BW), Randy Hollis (C)

(801) 625-4261

Utah Statesman, P.O. Box 1249, Logan, UT 84322-0165
Andrea Edmunds (SE)

(435) 797-1761

St. George Spectrum, 275 E. St. George Blvd., St. George, UT 84770 (435) 674-6250
Bob Hudson (SE)

Associated Press, 30 East, 100 South, Salt Lake City, UT 84111
Doug Alden (SE)

Television
KUTV (CBS-ch. 2), 299 South Main, Salt Lake City, UT 84111 (801) 973-3327
Jeremy Castro (SD), Dave Fox, David James, Chris Holden, Reese Stein

(801) 322-3405

KTVX (ABC- ch. 4), 1760 Fremont Drive, Salt Lake City, UT 84104
Wesley Ruff (SD), Kent Rupe, Dana Greene

(801) 975-4427

KSL-TV (NBC-ch. 5), #5 Triad Center, Salt Lake City, UT 84110
Chad Layton (P), Tom Kirkland, Rod Zundel, Kathy Aiken

(801) 575-5535

KSTU-TV (Fox- ch. 13), 5020 W. Amelia Earhart Dr., SLC, UT 84116
Mike Runge (SD), Rick Aaron, Joe Wren

(801) 536-1371

KJZZ-TV (UPN- ch. 14), 5181 W. Amelia Earhart Dr, SLC, UT 84116 (801) 238-6300

KVLY-TV (Logan - ch. 12), 1772 North, 600 West, Logan, UT 84321
Earl Rouse

Radio
KVNU/KVFX (610 AM/94.5 FM), P.O. Box 267, Logan, UT 84323-0267 (435) 752-5141
Al Lewis (SD) (USU Radio Play-by-Play)

(435) 752-7537

KUSU (Public Radio), 8505 Old Main Hill, USU, Logan, UT 84322-8505 (435) 797-1352
Craig Hislop (SD) (USU Radio Analyst)

KALL (910 AM), 2801 S. Decker Lake Dr., West Valley City, UT 84119 (801) 908-1500
KFNZ (1320 AM), 434 Bearcat Drive, Salt Lake City, UT 84115 (801) 485-6700
KSL (1160 AM), P.O. Box 1160, Salf Lake City, UT 84110-1160 (801) 575-7676
KZN (1280 AM), 515 South, 700 East, Salt Lake City, UT 84102

Other Outlets
USU SID, 7400 Old Main Hill, USU, Logan, UT 84322
Mike Strauss (Football Contact), Doug Hoffman, Todd Johnson

(801) 524-2600
(435) 797-1361
WAC, 9250 E. Costilla Ave., #300, Englewood, CO 80112-3643

Dave Chaffin (D), Kara Irving, Joe Menaugh
2005 Utah State Opponent Media Relations Directors

(303) 799-9221

School Football Contact Web Site Office Phone

Nicholls State Michelle Fakier colonelsports.com  (985) 448-4281
Utah Liz Abel utahutes.com (801) 581-3511
UNLV Mark Wallington unlvrebels.com (702) 895-4472
Idaho Becky Paull uiathletics.com (208) 885-0245

San Jose State
Fresno State

Boise State Max Corbet broncosports.com  (208) 426-1515
Alabama Larry White rollifide.com (205) 348-6084
Louisiana Tech Malcom Butler latechsports.com (318) 257-3144
Hawai'i Lois Manin uhathletfics.nawaii.edu (808) 956-7523
Nevada Jamie Klund nevadawolfpack.com (775) 784-6900 x263
New Mexico St.  Tyler Dunkel nmstatesports.com  (505) 646-2927

Lawrence Fan
Steve Weakland

sjsuspartans.com

gobulldogs.com

(408) 924-1217
(559) 278-2509

Fax
(435) 753-6642

(801) 257-8950

(801) 237-2543

(801) 625-4299

(435) 797-1760

(435) 674-6265

(801) 322-0051

(801) 973-3349

(801) 973-4176

(801) 575-5560

(801) 537-5535

(801) 238-6346
(435) 753-5073

(435) 753-5555

(435) 797-3150

(801) 908-1389
(801) 487-5369
(801) 575-5560
(801) 933-4713

(435) 797-2615

(303) 799-3888

Fax

(985) 448-4924
(8071) 581-4358
(702) 895-0989
(208) 885-0255
(408) 924-1291
(589) 278-4689
(208) 426-1778
(205) 348-8841
(318) 2567-3757
(808) 956-4470
(808) 784-4386
(505) 646-2425

E-Mail
sharrison@hjnews.com

sports@sltrib.com
luhm@sltrib.com

sports@desnews.com
jhinton@desnews.com

sports@standard.net
amorton@standard.net

sports@statesman.usu.edu

sports@thespectrum.com

dalden@ap.org

castroje@kutv2.com
jamesdm@kutv2.com

wruff@abc4.tv
kent@abc4.tv

chad.layton@ksl.com
rod.zundel@ksl.com

mrunge@fox13.com
raaron@fox13.com

earl@thevalleychannel.com

al@cvradio.com

crahis@upr.usu.edu

bradstone@clearchannel.com
ben.bagley@mail.citcomm.com
greg.wrubell@ksl.com

eray@1280.kzn.com

mike.strauss@usu.edu
doug.hoffman@usu.edu

dchaffin@wac.org

E-maiil
michelle.fakier@nicholls.edu
label@huntsman.utah.edu
mwallington@ccmail.nevada.edu
bpaull@uidaho.edu
[tfan@email.sjsu.edu
sweaklan@csufresno.edu
mcrobet@boisestate.edu
Iwhite@ia.ua.edu
mbutler@latech.edu
manin@hawaii.edu
jklund@unr.edu
tydunkel@nmsu.edu
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USU ATHLETICS DEPARTMENT STAFF

USU Athletics Directory
(Area Code 435) (Prefix 797-)

AdMINISTTAtioON .....cceeiiiiiie 797-1850
Athletics DIreCtor ..o Randy Spetman (2060)

Administrator’s Assistant...... ... Ronda Christoffersen (2060)
Senior Associate AD/BUSINESS .......covvvvviiviiiinnn, Ken Peterson (1858)
Senior Associate AD/SWA .............. ... Mary Ellen Cloninger (1850)
Associate AD/External Operations. .......ccccvvviiinins Kevin Dustin (1860)
AssociateAD/Head Trainer .......coocvvvvviiinnnn Dale Mildenberger (3636)
Associate AD/Student-Athlete Services ............... Brian Evans (1868)
Assistant AD/Development Ken Beazer (1325)
Assistant AD/ANNUAl GIVING ... Tom Hale (1828)
Assistant AD/Marketing and Promotions ....... Jason Herbers (1360)
Compliance Coordinator ... Lucy Stolpe (1853)
FACUITY REP. iviiiiiiiiiiii s Ken White (2149)
RECEPTHONIST 1ovviiiiii Kristin Johnson (1850)
Staff Assistant ... Vicky Fonnesbeck (8115)
Big BIUE CIUD ..o s 797-2583
Director of ANNUAl GIVING oo Tom Hale (1828)
Staff Assistant ..o ... Kathy Rigby (2583)
Business OffiCe .......ccccevririiiriiiri e 797-1851
Senior Associate AD/BUSINESS ......ccovvvvviiviiiiinnn, Ken Peterson (1858)
Assistant Business MANAger ..o Gretta Curless (1851)
CONCESSIONS ... 797-7202
MANGQGET 1t Greg Fullmer (7202)
e [0 ] oY 0 0 1= o) 1. 797-3255
Coordinator ..o, ... Mike Bair (3255)
Marketing/Promotions ..o 797-1360

ASSISTANT AD i Jason Herbers (1360)
Media Relations ... 797-1361

DIrECTOr i Mike Strauss (1361)
ASSOCIATE i Doug Hoffman (3714)
ASSISTANT Lo Todd Johnson (2066)
RAAIO/ VIO ...ttt 752-5141

Play-by-Play Announcer ... ... AlLewis (752-5141)

RAdio ANAIYST ..o Craig Hislop (1352)
Video Highlights ... .... Shane Thomas (0525)
Team Video ..o, Wes Burnard (0079)
Strength and Conditioning ........cc.cccvviiniiininnies 797-3638
Head CoacCh ..., Mark Uyeyama (8031)
ASSISTANT oo Frank Wintrich (3638)

Student-Athlete Services ... 797-1868

ASSOCIATE AD ..o Brian Evans (1868)
Academic Coordinator ..., Amy Crosbie (3294)
AcAdemiC AQVISOT . ... TBA (1783)
Staff Assistant ... Karen Hamilton (1849)
Ticket OffiCe ....ooviiirirrece e 797-0305
TOIFIEE it 1-888-U-STATE-1

ASSISTANT AD oo Jeff Crosbie (0307)
Assistant TP TBA (0304)
Assistant .... Chris Knox (0009)
TraiNiNG ROOM ..ot 797-3636
Associate AD/Head Trainer ...........ccccvvveiinnnnn Dale Mildenberger (3636)

Assistant Trainer Fawn Michel (3636)
Assistant Trainer Mike Williams (3636)
Tedm PhySICIAN .....coooeeiiiieeceee e 787-2000
DOCTOr i Dr. Keith Nelson (787-2000)
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Coaching Staffs

[ o] 1 <Y || IR 797-1870
Head COACN . Brent Guy

Staff Assistant . PP O PP SPPPPPPR TBA
SAETIES it Jeff Copp
Def. Coord./Linebackers ... ETPTTTPRTRR Mark Johnson
Defensive Line ........ccoovvvnnn, [ETTTPTPTRR Tom McMahon
Tight Ends ......... .... Danilo Robinson
COormErACKS ..o John Rushing
Off. Coord./QUAneraACKSs ..o, Mike Santiago
Wide Receivers ... FETPTTPPR TR Greg Stevens
Running Backs ... [ETPTTOTTPR PPN Chris Tabor
Offensive Line............ ... Vance Vice
Graduate ASSISTANT ... J.P. DeWane
Graduate Assistant ... ... Mike McMahon
Men’s Basketbdll ... 797-2060
Head COACKH i Stew Morrill
Assistant ........... ... Don Verlin
Assistant ........ .. Tim Duryea
ASSISTONT oottt Don Holst
Women'’s Basketball ... 797-1850
Head COoACh ... Raegan Pebley
ASSISTANT .o Kristy Baker-Flores
ASSISTANT Lo George Brosky
Assistant ... ... Ryan Johnson
[ 2o | 753-6050
Hedd COACN .. Dean Johansen
GYMNASTICS ..t 797-1494
Head COACN i Ray Corn
Assistant ........... .... Ernestine Russell
ASSISTONT .t Ben Nilson
T Yo o > PR 797-0900
Head COACN . Heather Cairns
ASSISTANT oot Brent Anderson
SOFDAIl ... 797-2069

Head Coach ...

... LO

nny Sargent

Assistant ........... [ETPTPRTTPPRTTR Todd Bradley
TENNIS ..t 797-2593
Head Coach ...... .. Christian Wright
Track and Field ... 797-2061
Head CoaCh ..o, Gregg Gensel
ASSISTOANT Lo Stan Croft
Assistant ........ .. Corey Murdock
Assistant ........ [ETPTPRTTPPRTTR Joel Johnson
ASSISTANT Lo Steve Reeder
VOolleyBall .....coieiieeeee s 797-2068
Hedd COACKN . Burt Fuller
ASSISTANT Lo Heather Olmstead
ASSISTONT it Ryan Parker

Web Site
www.UtahState Aggies.com

Mailing Address:
7400 Old Main Hill
Utah State University
Logan, UT 84322-7400
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Western Athletic Conference

In its 44th year, the Western Athletic Conference continues to
evolve and features some of the nation’s best intercollegiate
competition. One thing that remains unchanged is the persistent
nature of the nine schools in the WAC to advance their programs
to contend at the top levels of the NCAA.

The WAC provides its student-athletes the chance to travel
to scenic destinations and gain exposure in some of the nation’s
most diverse markets. In addition, the WAC's student-athletes
work to achieve the highest levels of success with the academic
support of their respective institutions.

The WAC has experienced tremendous success. Over the
past three years, it has won 63.6 percent of its bowl games, the
best winning percentage of any conference in the nation. In the
past two seasons, the WAC has sent a total of eight teams to
bowl games. Last year, WAC football tfeams led the nation in
scoring. Boise State has won 35 of its last 37 football games and
boasts the second best record in the nation since 2001.

In men’s basketball, a team has advanced to the second
round of the NCAA Tournament in 11 consecutive seasons. Every
current school in the WAC has competed in the NCAA Tourna-
ment since 1990. Fresno State softball and Louisiana Tech
women's basketball have both competed in every NCAA
Tournament ever held.

Current WAC alums have made their presence felt as well.
David Carr (Fresno State) was the first player selected in the 2002
NFL Draft by the Houston Texans. Cheryl Ford (Louisiana Tech)
was named the WNBA Rookie of the Year and helped the Detroit
Shock win the league’s championship in 2003. And in 2004, the
United States’ softball team won the Olympic gold medal with
former Fresno State players Laura Berg and Lovie Jung.

In 2001, the WAC partnered with ESPN and added
SportsWest in 2003 for unprecedented coverage of football and
basketball. Over the past two years, the networks have shown a
total of 562 football games, by far the most in a two-year range in
WAC history.

The WAC is the sixth oldest among the nation’s 11 Division I-A
conferences. Its history traces back to July 27, 1962, when the
original six-team league of Arizona, Arizona State, Brigham
Young, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming began competition.

The first championship was held in November 1962, when
Arizona won the men’s cross country title and New Mexico
followed with the first WAC football title. Arizona finished second
in the NCAA College World Series and, less than three years later,
Arizona State claimed the league’s first NCAA title when the Sun
Devils won the College World Series trophy. Rice was the last
WAC school to earn an NCAA team title when it won the College
World Series in 2003.

Since that year, several changes have occurred. UTEP and
Colorado State became members in September 1967, while
Arizona and Arizona State withdrew on June 30, 1978. The WAC
then added San Diego State (1978), Hawai'i (1979) and Air Force
(1980). Before 1990, the WAC sponsored championships only in
men’s sports. However, a merger with the High Country Athletic
Conference formed a single conference under one administra-
tive structure, and the 1990-91 athletic year was the first in which
both men and women competed under the WAC name. Fresno
State was added in 1992, and then in 1996, the women’s
programs from Air Force and Hawai'i along with six new schools
(UNLV, Rice, San Jose State, SMU, TCU and Tulsa) came into the
WAC. Air Force, Brigham Young, Colorado State, UNLV, New
Mexico, San Diego State, Utah and Wyoming withdrew on June
30, 1999. Nevada (2000), Boise State (2001) and Louisiana Tech
(2001) were added while TCU withdrew following the 2000-01
season. The current membership was established on July 1, 2005,

when Idaho, New Mexico State and Utah State joined the WAC
after Rice, SMU, UTEP and Tulsa withdrew.

The WAC has had just five commissioners in its history. Paul
Brechler was named the first leader of the conference and held
the position from 1962-1968. He was followed by Wiles Hallock
(1968-71), Stan Bates (1971-80), Dr. Joe Kearney (1980-94) and
Karl Benson (1994-present).

Presently, the WAC crowns team and individual champions
in 19 sports — eight men’s and 11 women'’s. For the men, there
are championships in baseball, basketball, cross country, football,
golf, tennis, indoor track and field and outdoor track and field.
Championships for women are held in basketball, cross country,
golf, gymnastics, soccer, softball, swimming and diving, tennis,
indoor track and field, outdoor track and field and volleyball.

The WAC office has been located in the Denver area since
the conference’s inception with the exception of a two-year stay
in Phoenix from 1964-66.

WAC Schools

Boise State
Fresno State
Hawai'i
Idaho
Louisiana Tech
Nevada
New Mexico State
San Jose State
Utah State

Men’s Sports
Baseball
Basketball
Cross Country
Football
Golf
Indoor Track & Field
Outdoor Track & Field
Tennis

Women'’s Sports
Basketball
Cross Country
Golf
Gymnastics
Indoor Track & Field
Outdoor Track & Field
Soccer
Softball
Swimming & Diving
Tennis
Volleyball




