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Robert Feathers providing unexpected boost

By JACOB FREEDMAN - Daily Trojan
Posted March 20, 2012 at 10:44 pm in Sports, Volleyball

Whenever the USC men’s volleyball squad is mentioned, senior All-American candidates Tony Ciarelli and Steven Shandrick are the names
that quickly come to mind.

The Trojans’ squad, however, possesses a hidden star. He might have only been here for about a semester and a half, but middle blodker
Robert Feathers is already among the nation’s best. Currently leading the nation in blocks with 1.64 per game for the No. 2 Trojans, the
freshman out of Loyola High School in Los Angeles has ruffled through opponents’ game plans all season and might already be top dog at
his position.

Block party - Freshman middle blocker Robert Feathers and the
Trojans have won 10 consecutive matches since losing to UCLA in
February. Despite his youth, Feathers is the national leader in blocked
shots. - Katelynn Whitaker | Daily Trojan

Though Feathers’ volleyball abilities speak volumes already, coach Bill Ferguson and his staff recruited a player who is never content to rely
on his talent — espedally because Feathers’ dedsion was between USC and that other school across town. When asked why he chose USC,
Feathers mentioned a bond between player and cach, one stemming back seven years before Feathers was a touted recruit and before
Ferguson had risen through the wmaching ranks to
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Meanwhile, Shandridk has proven to be, in the words of Feathers, “an on-court version of Jeff.”

“I can always go to Steve to clm me down on the court,” said Feathers. Considering Shandrick’s three prior years of experience at the
position and Feathers’ ever-improving skills, the two have turned into a formidable duo for any opposing squad.

Combined with the Trojans’ current 10-match winning streak, it would seem Feathers has something to hang his hat on. He has, however,
only one foas.

When asked about how it feels to be the nation’s top blocker, he wolly replied, “I’'m thrilled it’s happening, but achievement alone is not
going to win a championship. We have to work hard as a team, and everyone needs to be on an equal level in order to win when it matters
most.”

The Trojans might be hot now, but the NCAA tournament is when the team’s best play is needed. Despite the program’s prestige, the
Trojans have not won a national title since 1990. In May, the Galen Center will host the mens’ volleyball Final Four and one can bet that
the Trojans do not want this golden opportunity to take home the title on their home wurt to go to waste. Besides, for Feathers, what’s a
better place to start off one’s career at USC than at the top?

Despite his initial success, Feathers still has his “freshman moments,” such as one of his shoes falling off not just once, but twice in a
match. Fortunately, the freshman standout is neither dwelling on these mishaps or settling on his playing abilities.

“I’'ve got a long ways to go, but it’s exdting to know I can get so much better,” Feathers said.

Considering his superb play and even better attitude toward the game, USC fans should be exdted for the future as well.
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Ferguson making a name for himself

By DAVE DULBERG - Daily Trojan
Posted March 20, 2012 at 10:46 pm in Columns, Sports

It’s not easy being a head cach at USC.

If you win, it’s expected of you. If you don’t, people start wondering why. And if you find yourself somewhere in the middle, you
sort of get lost in the shuffle.

Strangely, Bill Ferguson, the USC men’s volleyball cach, has found himself lost in the shuffle.

J
Winning ways - USC volleyball coach Bill Ferguson might
not be a housebold name, but he bas led the Trojans to two
Final Fours. - Daily Trojan file photo

Maybe it’s because he shares the university with high-profile coaches such as Lane Kiffin, Jovan Vavic and Peter Smith.

Maybe it’s because he’s had top-notch players like opposite Murphy Troy and senior outside hitter Tony Ciarelli who have made his
life easier.

Maybe it’s because the greatest coach to ever walk on a volleyball court, Al Scates, has spent the last 50 years crafting a legacy only 20
miles away.

Or maybe, just maybe, we’ve simply lost sight of a man who quietly goes about his business.

Though it’s mote than understandable to see fans damor at the re-emergence of the football and baseball programs over the past six
months, when did sustained sucess become boring?

The men’s volleyball team hasn’t raised a banner at the Galen Center or Heritage Hall in recent years, but when evaluating the best of
the athletic program, Ferguson and his team deserve their dues.

In the early *90s, the USC men’s volleyball program was the premier program on campus and around the country. Playing at the
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raucous North Gym, the Trojans used the loudest home-court advantage in the nation en route to a national championship in 1990
and a 1991 runner-up season that was fueled by a school-record 30-match win streak.

When Ferguson took over 15 years later, however, the Cardinal and Gold were a shell of the program they used to be. He inherited a
USC squad that hadn’t made the NCAA tournament, let alone the Mountain Padfic Sports Federation tournament since 2001 or
swept rival UCLA, also a perennial powerhouse, since 1991.

Flash forward six years, and it seems anything the 41-year-old wadh touched turned to gold.

The program has made the MPSF tournament every year during his tenure, two trips to the Final Four — induding a heartbreaking
loss in 2009 to UC Irvine in the final — a current 10-match win streak and the No. 3 spot in the national rankings and, most
importantly, they’'ve done it with high-character players.

It’s a transformation that starts with the man at the top: Ferguson.

Every week since the season began, I have had the privilege of talking a few minutes with him about the team’s upcoming week, and
if you’ve ever seen him in action on the sidelines of an intense match, he’s the same guy. Rain or shine, Monday afternoon in his
office or Saturday night against UC Irvine.

Cool, alm and loving life.

And why shouldn’t he be?

The role of the wadh annot be understated. They spend more hours with their players and waching staffs than they do with their
wives, children and friends. If they win, their players get to bask in the praise. If they lose, their livelihoods are at stake.

It’s a high-stakes profession that takes a rare kind of person, and Ferguson fits that mold.

He’s unflappable, genial and the ultimate player’s coach.

He prefers substance over style, fundamentals over flash and demands his players play the game “the right way.”
Often in our conversations, I try to throw in a personal question. He doesn’t blink.

Even as he aaptured his 100th career victory last weekend in a road win over UC Santa Barbara, Ferguson was still all about giving the
aedit to the people he works with.

“[The win]| was pretty spedal on a personal level,” Ferguson said. “For the most patt, though, it speaks to the great coaches I have
been able to work with since I've been here. And, more importantly, the great student-athletes we've had the chance to wadh since 1
got here. It doesn’t matter how mudh you know. You have to have great players to have any kind of sucess. It starts with them.”
Collegiate waches like Ferguson are not hard to come by, but you have to choose whether or not you acept to believe that they exist.
If anything, Ferguson should serve as an example that not every coach has his or her own sponsors, multi-million dollar
contracts or a lifetime guarantee of notoriety.

Maybe we lose sight of that if their accolades and credentials are not highlighted on an ESPN ticker or Twitter timeline.

Maybe it’s not trendy to most of us out there to cach a sport that isn’t a big moneymaker or widely appredated on college
ampuses.

But if you asked Ferguson why he does what he does, he wouldn’t hesitate.

He waches because he loves what wllegiate athletics has the opportunity to stand for: the purity of the game, the journey and the
chance to teach student-athletes.

He’s not the type of guy that sells tickets or the type that has viral potential, but he’s the perfect kind of guy for this university, the
kind that recognizes that his job is to be the man behind the airtain and not the foal point of the action.

Though he hasn’t won a national championship or garnered enough attention for his own bobblehead night, Ferguson is entitled to
more than a little spotlight.

He’s earned it.

“For the Love of the Game” runs Wednesdays. If you nwould like to comment on this story, visit DailyTrojan.com or email Dave at dulberg@usc.edn.
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