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LETTER FROM THE  EDITOR  

 

I just simply want to say 

congratulations to every player 

who made it through the 2011 

season. Life is hard. You have 

challenges both on the court 

and off and still you thrive. No 

matter if you are ranked No. 1 

or dead last you continue to 

take the court and represent 

when itôs not always the 

easiest thing to do. COBRA 

Magazine salutes you and 

hopes the best for you as the 

offseason approaches. Stay 

focused and kick some butt in 

the classroom.  

 

                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                

GEZUS ZAIRE 

COBRA MAGAZINE 

 

Ps. Kayla Jeter (pictured to the 

right) of Tennessee, make sure 

you get healthy so you can do 

your damage in 2012! 
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By GEZUS ZAIRE | COBRA Magazine 

 

At the time of this interview Ciara Jones and the Marquette volleyball program was riding at an 

all-time high. On the morning of Nov. 5, Marquette stood at 20-6 with a 10-0 record in the Big 

East.  

Unfortunately the Golden Eagles split their next six matches which included a gut wrenching 

five-set, semi-final home loss to Cincinnati in the Big East Tournament. Nevertheless Marquette 

volleyball has made significant strides. At 24-8, as of Nov. 21, Marquette has reached its highest 

win total since 1985. It also has posted back-to-back 20-win seasons for the first time since 1981.  

The power of Ciara Jones has supplied Marquette with a legitimate offensive force. The hard 

hitting senior from Orlando, is leading her team in kills per set (3.61) and has become a standard 

for leadership. 

ñ[Sheôs done] a great job academically, great job in the weight room, great job being a captain, 

great job for being a sounding board for [her] teammates,ò said head coach Bond Shymansky. 

ñ[Sheôs done a] great job pushing people in practice on a Tuesday when nobody else was 

looking. [A] great job of just rising off 

the deck and absolutely thundering the 

ball for most points. She just did a great 

job for us all the way around.ò 

   

COBRA: This is one of the best seasons 

in school history, correct? 

 

CJ: Yes. 

 

COBRA: What has led to this point where 

you all are right now, because Marquette 

volleyball hasnôt traditionally been a 

powerhouse? 

 

CJ: I would just say our hard work. We 

got a new coach [three years ago] in 

Bond Shymansky and we just started 

trying to work harder. He changed our 

view of things and the product is just 

now showing.  

 

COBRA: What do you think you all are 

capable of doing if you get into the 

NCAA Tournament.  
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CJ: It [would be] the first time Iôve ever been 

there. Iôm just trying to be relentless and go as 

far as I possibly can. Just win games. Thereôs 

nothing to lose. Weôre not the team that 

everyone thinks is going to beat anybody, so 

weôre just going in with the mindset of beating 

as many teams as we can. 

 

COBRA: Whatôs the difference of coming into 

Marquette as a freshman and being there now 

as a senior? Whatôs the difference in the 

teamôs culture. 

 

CJ: Weôre all about winning now. Weôre 

older. We have three seniors and weôre just 

really focused and ready to do our thing. The 

culture has changed into winning. We were losing before and now weôre trying to win and thatôs 

what weôre doing. 

 

COBRA: What would this Big East Championship mean to your school? 

 

CJ: It would just mean a lot. It would all be a blessing from God if we did it.  

 

COBRA: What does it mean to you to be a player that has helped to turn this program around? 

 

CJ: Iôll know that when I leave here and I come back to see that Marquette is still doing good, I 

know that I was the base ï the foundation of that and that means a lot. I know that Marquette will 

continue to be a powerhouse and [a team] that [opponents] will have to respect, so that means a 

lot to me.  

 

COBRA: I heard you had the squat record at your school. A lot of people look at volleyball as a 

delicate sport but you have power. Tell me about that. 

 

CJ: Well, my dad played in the NFL and heôs a freak athlete so I guess thatôs where I get my 

genes from. My brothers both are very strong, they played college football. Itôs just in my nature. 

Itôs in my genes to be able to do things like that.  

 

COBRA: Who is your dad and whoôd he play for? 

 

CJ: My dad is Aaron Jones. He played for the Pittsburgh Steelers, New England Patriots and 

Miami Dolphins. He played for nine years.  
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By GEZUS ZAIRE | COBRA Magazine 

 

For the past two seasons the Cincinnati Bearcats have played the role of bridesmaids at the Big 

East Tournament. This year the ladies of southwest Ohio decided that enough was enough. After 

losing in the conference finals in 2009 and 2010, Cincinnati handled its business and took its first 

Big East crown in school history.  

Since 2009 junior middle blocker Jordanne Scott has blossomed from a quite role player with big 

time ability to a total team leader who strong arms opponents when she takes over matches. In 

the midst of the best season of her career averaging 3.46 kills per set, which is second best on her 

team, Scott is finally getting the championship ring that she always wanted.  

This interview was done prior to Cincinnatiôs win over Notre Dame in the Big East Tournament 

Championship on Nov. 20. Here, Scott shares how it would feel to win it all and how volleyball 

in the Big East compares with the rest of the nation.     
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COBRA: Tell people about the Big East and how tough it 

is to win? 

 

JS: Of course thereôs always those teams that do pretty 

well, but I donôt know, the Big East is always kind of 

interesting because you never know whatôs going to 

happen. Like usually you can figure out whoôs going to 

be where, but itôs not like that in the Big East because 

people come out of nowhere and beat you or beat 

somebody else. Itôs always up and down. You never 

know what to expect but definitely thereôs always good 

competition.  

 

COBRA: The Big East is considered a major conference especially in basketball and for the most 

part in football, but volleyball is not as respected as the Pac-12 or the Big 10 and other major 

conferences. What has been the big problem with getting that respect as a conference for the 

sport? 

 

JS: I mean it just comes with [the fact] that you have good teams in the Big East and you have 

not so good teams in the Big East, so itôs sort of like what I said, itôs up and down. You never 

know whatôs going to happen. We donôt have [it] like the Big Ten has ï great teams all around 

whether youôre at the top of the Big Ten or the bottom of the Big Ten. With the Big East you 

never know what youôre going to get.  

 

COBRA: Being here for three years how much have you grown as a player? Whatôs different 

about you from year one? 

 

JS: Thereôs lots of stuff thatôs different. Especially as an attacker, I used to always go for the 

sharp angles and the power shots. Now of course, I see the court a lot better and itôs more about 

getting the kill and not getting a great kill or a big kill. Itôs more about getting the ball in 

wherever I can to get a point. Not necessarily the best kill ever é crushing the ball all the time. 

Itôs being smarter. I think thatôs the biggest thing Iôve grown since my freshman year.  

 

COBRA: How much have you grown as a leader? I saw you a couple of years ago and you were 

sort of playing your role. 

JS: You sort of just get in where you fit in your freshman year but we had a lot of big players 

leave last year and weôve had a lot of players that had to step up and I think there has been at 

least three or four of us that have done this. I think weôre doing pretty good with what weôve lost 

and what we gained.  
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COBRA: Ohio State is Ohio State, Ohio University has done some 

great things over the last decade. Cincinnati volleyball ï can it 

become the top dog in the state. You have Dayton too, I forgot 

about them. 

 

JS: Yeah. I think we can, itôs just weôre sort of getting over that 

hump of being in the middle of the pack. I feel like weôre starting 

to grow, especially being ranked last year and this year doing 

pretty well. Itôs just getting over that hump and continuing to 

become a great team. 

 

COBRA: If you all win the Big East Tournament what will that 

mean to this program and what will that mean to you as a player? 

 

JS: Itôs definitely a goal that we want every year é Weôve always 

made it to the finals but now we need a win.  

 

COBRA: Do you all get rings if you win the tournament? 

 

JS: I donôt know because weôve never won the tournament. Weôve always won [the] regular 

season [title] so Iôm assuming.  

 

COBRA: If you got one would you wear it every day?  

 

JS: I think Iôm more nervous because the one I got last year [for winning the regular season title] 

I wear every once in a while because Iôm scared Iôm going to lose it but yeah Iôd definitely sport 

it for a while then Iôd put it away.  

 

COBRA: Finally, letôs talk about the NCAA Tournament. Everybody likes to say, we donôt look 

ahead but you know itôs coming and you know you have a pretty good shot of getting there 

again. What does Cincinnati need to do to become that team that advances to the second, third or 

fourth rounds? 

 

JS: I think we just need to just stay locked in because thatôs what weôve been working for all 

season. Thatôs the home stretch. Thatôs where we want to be. Just that we show up and know that 

we can get past the first round.  
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SPARTAN STATE  
 

By GEZUS ZAIRE | 

COBRA Magazine 

 

For the previous three 

seasons volleyball in 

East Lansing has been 

so-so. With records of 

15-16, 17-15 and 15-16 

since 2008, the fans at 

Michigan State were in 

need of a season to 

ignite excitement.  

On Nov. 19, the 

Spartans improved their 

record to 21-9 with a 

five-set win over 

Northwestern. In that 

win senior outside hitter 

and Livonia, Mich. 

native Kyndra Abron 

posted a career high 22 

kills. The only player in 

program history to ever 

be named an AVCA 

All -American as a 

sophomore (2009), 

Abron was second on 

her squad in kills (3.43) 

as of Nov. 21. Michigan 

State has also benefitted 

from having one of the 

top up and coming 

middle blockers in the 

nation. Sophomore 

Alexis Mathews, a 

native of Detroit, 
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entered the final week of the 

season ranked 32nd in the nation 

in blocking (1.28) and 55th in 

hitting (.346).  

With two matches remaining, 

Michigan State looks to be on its 

way to the NCAA Tournament. 

Excitement for volleyball is back 

in East Lansing and just as 

winter approaches, Abron and 

Mathews are looking to hit their 

opponents with some 

homegrown Michigan frost.  

 

COBRA: This yearôs a bit 

different for you. The program is 

doing a lot of winning. Tell 

people about the struggle of 

overcoming those years where 

you donôt turn out to be as great 

as you thought you would be and 

finally you have a season like 

this where you are taking off and 

doing a lot of great things. 

 

AM: I think a lot of it was 

resetting our focus. Our 

preseason was focused on being more detail oriented and coming out with an attack mentality. 

We worked a lot on just playing smarter rather than harder and just remedying a lot of things that 

shot us in the foot last season.  

 

COBRA: So seeing what youôve done so far this season would you all say that you have 

exceeded the expectations or have they not been met yet? 

 

KA: Our expectations? Weôre close. We donôt feel like weôve reached our potential yet. We feel 

like weôre close. I feel like we have a lot more still to work on which is exciting because we 

already have gotten so much better.  

 

AM: Weôre raising our standards. What flew last year is not flying this year and itôs making us 

better all the way around. 

 

Kyndra Abron 
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COBRA: Is it tough at times to get everybody to buy into the change of doing things differently, 

because itôs hard to break habits, right?  

 

AM: Itôs not like weôre trying to totally revamp everything, but weôre just building on what was 

good last year and getting rid of what was bad. 

 

KA: I think people werenôt on the same page all the time and in the offseason we just focused on 

getting everyone on the same page and believing we could win. We knew we were talented but 

for some reason we werenôt playing to our potential. It was almost like we didnôt realize we were 

as good as we were but I think now people are starting to buy into it and get on the same page.   

 

COBRA: I know you all havenôt reached postseason yet but normally if you reach 20 wins in the 

Big Ten youôre in the NCAA Tournament. Is it tough to stay focused and not think ahead to the 

potential of going to the postseason and doing 

some great things? 

 

KA: We just take it one game at a time. We 

know how important each game is. Each team 

is really good and if we just focus on them, by 

the end of the season all the wins will add up. 

 

COBRA: Can you compare the Big Ten season 

to an actual postseason? 

 

KA: Definitely. Most of the [teams] that were 

in the [NCAA Tournamentôs] Elite Eight were 

in the Big Ten. The best teams in the nation are 

in the Big Ten and thatôs why weôre lucky we 

get to play them. So itôs like every night is like 

being in the NCAA Tournament so I feel like 

when we get to the NCAA Tournament I feel 

like weôll be prepared because every game we 

play is at the highest level.  I mean we played 

the number one team in the nation (previous 

No. 1 Nebraska) and theyôre in our conference. 

 

AM: A lot of people donôt get to do that.  

 

Alexis Mathews (#18) 


