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2007 GREEN WAVE PREVIEW

oly Toledo! This often-used phrase will perhaps take on a new

meaning this season in New Orleans as Bob Toledo begins his

first season as the head coach of the Tulane Green Wave football

program. Toledo’s vision and energy have created a new wave of
excitement not only in the New Orleans community, but with Tulane alumni
throughout the country since his arrival to the Tulane campus on December
11, 2006.

Toledo brings more than 30 years of collegiate coaching experience to the
Green Wave football team, including head coaching stints at UCLA, Pacific,
Cal Riverside, and distinguished credentials from Texas A&M, USC, New
Mexico and Oregon. He has coached in 13 bowl games, including seven of
the traditional New Year's Day bowls, and has developed players into Heisman
Trophy finalists, Outland Trophy winners, All-Americans, national champions
and NFL Hall of Famers during his collegiate coaching career.

As Tulane begins its 113th season of football, the expectations for the 2007
squad are high and the Green Wave will feature an exciting team that will
have an offense capable of a smash-mouth running game or the finesse of
the West Coast passing attack. Regardless of its philosophy, Tulane should be
a much improved unit on all three phases and will keep fans on the edge of
their seats with plenty of gadget plays and trickery.

A total of 48 letterwinners (22 on the offensive side, 24 on defense and

two specialists) return for the Green Wave, including 15 starters with five on
offense, eight on defense and two specialists. On the roster this season are a
total of 30 players who have seen time as regular starters or have been part

time starters during their career.

On the offensive side of the ball, Tulane returns 90 percent of its rushing
attack and two players who finished among the top five leaders in receptions
in 2006. Several new wrinkles in the offense formations under Toledo will
include the consistent use of a fullback and tight end.

The Green Wave defense will feature a multiple look, and its strength should
be in its defensive line with the return of three starters, The Wave's linebacker
corps returns five players who played in 10 or more games last season.
Tulane’s biggest area of uncertainty on defense is at both cornerbacks spots
where the Wave lost its two starters to graduation. However, TU returns two
starters and two veteran back-ups at the safety position, making that a spot a
strength on the team as well.

Joining Tulane’s returners this season will be a 24-member freshmen class,
including three players who already enrolled and took part in spring drills.

“Qur goals year-in and year-out are to win a conference championship and
play in a bowl game,” Toledo said. “I want this team to be physical and play
hard, and show improvement with each game. My number one concern
when | took this job was the strength and conditioning the team lost because
of Hurricane Katrina. The team worked hard every day this past summer to
get better and to catch up.”

OFFENSE

Quarterbacks

Perhaps the most popular question about the 2007 Green Wave team is the
quarterback position. Three-year starter Lester Ricard, who completed his
career among the school’s top five passing leaders in numerous categories,
graduated and left big shoes to fill this season.

Toledo and his staff evaluated all three quarterbacks during spring practice
and will not name a starter until fall camp is underway. All three of TU’s re-
turning quarterbacks possess quality traits. Junior Scott Elliott (6-2, 224) has
the most experience, while sophomore Anthony Scelfo (5-10, 192) has the
best mobility of the three quarterbacks, and redshirt freshman Kevin Moore
(6-5, 229) flashed perhaps the strongest arm of the three candidates.

Elliott is a two-year letterwinner who has played in 13 games with three starts
during his career. Although he played sparingly in six games a year ago, most
of his experience came during his freshman season of 2005 when he
played in seven games and earned three start-

ing assignments. The first-year quarterback
proved his ability on the collegiate level
against Rice when he completed 22-of-

37 pass attempts for 298 yards and three
touchdowns. Elliott completed 52.2 percent
of his pass attempts for 515 yards. Last
season in more of a mop-up role, he
managed just 30 pass attempts.

Scelfo, who doubled as a quarterback
during the morning session of spring
drills and a starter in the outfield for
Tulane baseball in the evening, is a dual
threat as a runner and in the passing game.
Last season, he saw limited action in four
games, but was very productive with his time.
He completed 50 percent of his pass attempts
and ran for 43 yards and a touchdown,

which came at No. 10 LSU. Scelfo’s speed and
athleticism allowed the Green Wave to use
him in a variety of ways last season.

Moore received a red-shirt as a freshman last
season, but showed his talent with a solid spring
outing. He solidified his role in the starting mix
and could see playing time this season.

The lone freshman among the quarterbacks is Joe
Kemp (6-3, 215), who completed his prep career at
North Richland Hills (Texas) High School with 4,250 pass-
ing yards and 37 touchdowns.

Running Backs

The backfield is quite possibly the deepest and most talented

spot on this year’s team. Tulane returns a majority of its rush-

ing attack from last season, including the senior trio of leading

rushers Matt Forté (6-2, 225) with 859 yards, Ray Boudreaux (5-10, 204)
with 175 yards and Ade Tuyo (6-0, 219) with 123 yards. All three backs
started at least one game last year.

The heart and soul of the rushing attack will be Forté, who was well on
his way to becoming Tulane’s third running back to eclipse the 1,000-yard
mark in a single season before suffering a season-ending injury at Marshall
and missing the final three games of the year. Forté had limited participa-
tion in spring drills, but will be 100 percent by fall camp. Last season, he
averaged just under 100 yards per contest and turned in five 100-yard
performances,including four straight 100-yard games at one point in the
season. He busted loose for a 170-yard effort at Mississippi State and 178
yards vs. Rice.

Forté proved to be more than just a one-dimensional back last season as
he finished fourth on the team in receptions (40) and receiving yards (360)
despite playing in just nine games.

Boudreaux played in eight games a year ago and earned two starts. He
turned in his best day with a 51-yard effort against Southern Miss. Boudreaux
also shares kick return duties and averaged 18 yards per return last season.

Tuyo was pressed into a starting role in the final game of the year at Tulsa,
where he registered a majority of his rushing yards of the season with 64
yards. He turned in a strong performance during the spring and broke off a
44-yard score in the spring game.

Sophomore Andre Anderson (6-0, 207) also returns after appearing in six






