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Pritchard absorbing, spreading knowledge as assistant

By john reid
Daily News Staff Writer

Former Stanford quarterback Tavita Pritchard (2006-09) has lots of stories he can tell the younger players on Stanford's football team.
Pick a story, any story.

How about the one where the Cardinal went 1-11 in 2006, achieving the worst record in school history?

That's more of a nightmare, but Pritchard would prefer to talk fairytales.

How about the time he engineered "The Greatest Upset Ever" on Oct. 6, 2007?

The Cardinal trekked to USC as a 41-point underdog, then proceeded to pull off a miraculous 24-23 victory. Pritchard was making his
first collegiate start in place of starter T.C. Ostrander, who had suffered a seizure at a restaurant earlier in the week. Pritchard connected
with Richard Sherman on a must-have fourth-and-20 play on a final desperation drive. With less than a minute to play, Pritchard hit Mark
Bradford for a touchdown to tie the score. Derek Belch's extra point was the game-winner. Pritchard, who threw for 2,865 yards and 15
touchdowns at Stanford, is now a defensive staft assistant after serving as a volunteer coach last season.

"Still being around the Stanford community, a lot of people bring that USC game up," Pritchard said. "It's a good memory. It's one of the
signature wins that people look back to. It's fun to think back on the players and the teams we forged. We think of that rebuilding stage, in
general."

After the 1-11 campaign, the players lobbied behind the scenes to have Walt Harris
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dismissed. In came new Athletic Director Bob Bowlsby, who brought in Jim Harbaugh as head football coach in '07. The rest is history.

"We saw the ship going in the right direction," Pritchard said. "That was hard work, but a great time for us. A lot of guys in my class took
the leadership role in turning this thing around because we knew what Stanford could be and where we could go. (Jim) Harbaugh and Bob
Bowlsby played big parts in turning it around."

Pritchard seemed destined to be a coach. His father, David, was an offensive coordinator at Clover High in Washington, where Pritchard
starred under dad's tutelage. Tavita Pritchard was a 7-year-old ball boy when David was offensive coordinator at nearby Centralia High.
Tavita chose quarterback because his uncle, Jack Thompson -- known as "The Throwin' Samoan" -- was an All-American quarterback at
Washington State.

"I learned tons of football from my dad," Tavita said. "My passion for football comes from my dad. I can remember the days when I was a
little guy running around with my jersey hanging down to my knees when I was a ball boy. That's where I gained my passion and it
blossomed from there."

While coaching is, obviously, in Pritchard's blood, he's coaching for other reasons.

"It's everything I loved about being a player," Pritchard said. "It's the camaraderie, it's the unity, the one mind trying to accomplish a
single goal. I love the strategy behind it. I'm like a little kid up in the office just listening to the coaches talk. I love hearing about football
and how all the philosophies come together."

Pritchard is a sponge as he learns from co-defensive coordinators Derek Mason and Jason Tarver.

"It's a great opportunity to work with coach Mason and coach Tarver," Pritchard said. "It's great for me to go on the other side of the ball
and learn that side of things. I'm absorbing as much as I can. I would love to be a head college coach."

One of Pritchard's greatest halves was at Cal in 2008. Pritchard, with precision passing, moved the ball up and down the field against the
Bears for the first 30 minutes, but couldn't put the ball in the end zone. Cal went on to win 37-16 after leading 21-3 at halftime.

"That's one game I'd like to have back," Pritchard said. "I always want to beat Cal."



