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Head Coach 

Jimmy Tillette

Samford's all-time win-
ningest coach, Jimmy
Tillette, is in the midst of

his 15th season at the helm of the
Bulldogs' basketball program.
During his highly-productive
tenure at Samford, Tillette has
led the Bulldogs to a pair of
NCAA Tournaments and has
registered an impressive 148-122

record against conference opponents. 
Tillette quickly climbed the school's career wins list and

rapidly became the only coach in Samford history to record
consecutive 20-win seasons. In 1999 and 2000, Tillette guided
the Bulldogs to 24 and 21 wins, respectively, and led his team
to back-to-back NCAA Tournament appearances. 

With an overall record of 229-216 at Samford, Tillette
passed former LSU head coach John Brady atop the Samford
victory list with a 70-61 victory over Arkansas State in the
second game of the 2002-03 season. The win helped Tillette
reach the top of the list in only five years, compared to six
seasons for Brady. 

Tillette’s winning percentage of .515, is also one of the
strongest in Samford's 93 years of men's basketball history. 

Tillette earned the 200th victory of his career on Dec. 22,
2009, as the Bulldogs posted a 58-56 win at Eastern Michigan.
With the victory, Tillette became the first basketball coach in
Samford history to reach the 200-win plateau. 

Over the years, the Bulldogs have excelled under the tute-
lage of Tillette and with his guidance Samford owns a stellar
100-54 record against conference opponents at home. During
the 2004-05 campaign, the Bulldogs posted a brilliant 10-3
home record, including a solid 7-2 mark against conference
opponents. 

As head coach, Tillette immediately made his mark on the
Samford program, incorporating the Princeton-style offense,
which relies on precision cuts and 3-point shooting. Under
Tillette, the Bulldogs quickly distinguished themselves statis-
tically among the nation's best, finishing third in the nation in
3-pointers made per game during the 1998-99 season. 

In 1999, the Bulldogs finished No. 1 in the nation in field-
goal percentage (50.3) and second in the nation in 3-pointers
made per game. During the 2002-03 season, Samford again
performed well nationally, finishing third in 3-pointers made
per game (9.8) and 19th overall in scoring defense (62.7 ppg). 
During the 2004-05 campaign, Tillette's squad concluded the
season as the second-ranked team in the nation in 3-point
field-goal percentage (41.9) and finished third in the country
in field-goal percentage (50.3). The Bulldogs also ended the
season ranked fourth in the nation in fewest personal fouls
per game (14.7), 11th in 3-point field goals per game, 19th in

free-throw percentage (74.5) and 24th in turnovers per game
(12.3). Prior to becoming a member of the Ohio Valley
Conference in 2003, Samford was a perennial leader in the
Atlantic Sun Conference since the 1978 campaign. In 2000-01,
Tillette's squad set a conference record for 3-pointers made in
a game (23), breaking the previous mark established by the
1995 Samford team. At the conclusion of the 2000 season, the
Bulldogs ranked either first or second in a total of nine of the
15 A-Sun statistical categories. 

In his first season at the helm, Tillette guided the Bulldogs,
then the youngest team in Division I, to a 14-13 overall record
and a 9-7 mark against A-Sun opponents. Tillette's first team
featured a starting lineup that consisted of one senior and
four sophomores, with the remainder of the 11-man squad
being totally comprised of underclassmen. After being picked
to finish third in the 1998-99 A-Sun preseason poll, the
Bulldogs went on a magical run that culminated with a 24-6
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Tillette is Samford’s all-time 
winningest coach with 229 victories.



overall record and the school's first NCAA Tournament
berth. The 24-win season was Samford's best since joining
Division I in the early 1970s and came within one game of
tying the school record of 25 wins set in the 1938-39 season. 

During the 1998-99 season, Tillette guided Samford to a
remarkable 15-1 record in conference play, which was high-
lighted by a 13-game winning streak. For his efforts, Tillette

was named the Atlantic Sun Coach of the Year. 
In 1999, Tillette's Bulldogs were preseason favorites to win

the A-Sun title, but finished third in the regular season with a
12-6 conference record and a 21-11 overall mark. The 1999-00
season marked Tillette's second 20-win campaign and includ-
ed groundbreaking wins over both St. John's and Alabama.
The Bulldogs also rallied to win the Atlantic Sun Tournament
championship and earned their second NCAA Tournament
appearance. 

Before being named the school's 27th head coach in 1997,
Tillette spent eight seasons as an assistant coach, including
six years at Samford, where he helped the Bulldogs earn a
share of the championship in 1995-96 and the A-Sun's West
Division title in 1996-97. In Tillette's six years as an assistant
coach, he was a key factor in Samford's 89-77 overall record
and Atlantic Sun West Division titles. 

Tillette is widely respected in coaching circles for his teach-
ing of the motion offense, which was previously the corner-
stone of the Bulldogs' offense. Tillette also served as an assis-
tant coach at Tulane (1990-91) under Perry Clark and at
Mississippi State (1989-90) under Richard Williams. 

A New Orleans native, Tillette proved himself for a num-
ber of years as a head coach in the high school ranks. He led
hometown De La Salle High School to an impressive 196-55
overall record over seven seasons. He was named the
Louisiana High School Coach of the Year after De La Salle set
a state record for wins with a 40-1 mark and won the Class
4A state championship.  

His first coaching job was a seven-year stint as an assistant
at New Orleans' Jesuit High School. There, he served under
his close friend and former Birmingham-Southern head coach
Duane Reboul. 

Tillette, who was born April 8, 1950, is a graduate of Holy
Cross College in New Orleans and earned a master's degree
in history from UNO. In 2010, he was married to his wife
Stephanie. Tillette has one son, Tristan, and three grandchil-
dren: Shea, 8, and twins, Cian and Aureyn, 5.

All-Time Coaching Records

WINS
NAME TENURE W-L PCT
Jimmy Tillette 1997-present 229-216 .515
John Brady 1991-97 89-77 .536
Earl Gartman 1950-55 71-73 .493
Walt Barnes 1959-63 61-40 .604
Jim Stuart 1938-42 58-37 .611
Virgil Ledbetter 1955-59, 1963-65 56-83 .403
Billy Bancroft 1934-38 50-37 .575
Mike Hanks 1981-84 46-38 .548
Van Washer 1968-72 46-55 .455
Herman Roberson 1947-50 42-37 .532 

Samford  Un ivers i ty  Basketba l l  Game Notes

Tillette is in his 15th season as the 
head coach at Samford University.

H E A D  C O A C H  J I M M Y  T I L L E T T E

Tillette’s Year-by-Year

YEAR OVERALL CONFERENCE
1997-98 14-13 9-7
1998-99^ 24-6 15-1*
1999-00^ 21-11 12-6*
2000-01 15-14 12-8
2001-02 15-14 12-8
2002-03 13-15 9-7
2003-04 12-16 7-9
2004-05 15-13 10-6
2005-06 20-11 14-6
2006-07 16-16 12-8
2007-08 14-16 10-10
2008-09 16-16 9-11
2009-10 11-20 5-13
2010-11 12-19 4-14
2011-12 11-16 8-8
TOTALS 229-216 148-122
* Atlantic Sun Tournament Champions
^ NCAA Tournament Appearance



2011-12 Samford Basketball
Samford Combined Team Statistics (as of Feb 20, 2012)

All games

RECORD: OVERALL HOME AWAY NEUTRAL
ALL GAMES 11-16 7-8 4-8 0-0
CONFERENCE 8-8 5-4 3-4 0-0
NON-CONFERENCE 3-8 2-4 1-4 0-0

Total 3-Point F-Throw Rebounds

## Player gp-gs min avg fg-fga fg% 3fg-fga 3fg% ft-fta ft% off def tot avg pf dq a to blk stl pts avg

01 WINDLER, Drew 27-26 688 25.5 119-245  . 4 8 6 52-123  . 4 2 3 81-107  . 7 5 7 33 69 102 3.8 81 0 34 69 10 12 371 13.7
35 HOOD, Tyler 27-21 691 25.6 110-235  . 4 6 8 34-114  . 2 9 8 37-58  . 6 3 8 32 65 97 3.6 54 0 34 46 6 15 291 10.8
11 KELLY, Raijon 27-18 747 27.7 89-198  . 4 4 9 30-87  . 3 4 5 29-38  . 7 6 3 24 51 75 2.8 54 1 61 51 2 23 237 8.8
05 MERRITT, Jeffrey 27-27 914 33.9 84-209  . 4 0 2 31-91  . 3 4 1 32-62  . 5 1 6 33 149 182 6.7 58 2 94 49 6 17 231 8.6
12 PETERSON, John 5-5 121 24.2 15-33  . 4 5 5 4-17  . 2 3 5 7-11  . 6 3 6 5 6 11 2.2 16 0 5 6 0 2 41 8.2
24 COOK, Will 27-27 772 28.6 66-167  . 3 9 5 29-94  . 3 0 9 52-72  . 7 2 2 29 108 137 5.1 61 1 37 36 8 17 213 7.9
25 McNEIL, Devin 24-9 336 14.0 33-90  . 3 6 7 13-40  . 3 2 5 14-19  . 7 3 7 9 29 38 1.6 29 0 40 34 4 15 93 3.9
23 FRIDAY, Matthew 26-1 336 12.9 44-74  . 5 9 5 3-10  . 3 0 0 4-10  . 4 0 0 23 34 57 2.2 36 1 34 22 11 24 95 3.7
02 HAYMAN, Brandon 25-0 259 10.4 38-76  . 5 0 0 2-10  . 2 0 0 7-19  . 3 6 8 31 15 46 1.8 28 0 11 13 2 8 85 3.4
14 JOHNSON, Kaylin 19-1 222 11.7 17-43  . 3 9 5 14-35  . 4 0 0 8-12  . 6 6 7 3 17 20 1.1 17 0 9 21 0 4 56 2.9
10 MILLER, Connor 21-0 277 13.2 14-48  . 2 9 2 10-39  . 2 5 6 9-15  . 6 0 0 5 18 23 1.1 18 0 16 10 0 4 47 2.2
33 BARNES, Levi 13-0 73 5.6 1-10  . 1 0 0 1-7  . 1 4 3 0-0  . 0 0 0 1 7 8 0.6 6 0 2 3 12 3 3 0.2
15 BAILEY, Hamilton 6-0 14 2.3 0-2  . 0 0 0 0-1  . 0 0 0 0-0  . 0 0 0 0 2 2 0.3 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0.0

Team 32 40 72 3
Total.......... 27 5450 630-1430  . 4 4 1 223-668  . 3 3 4 280-423  . 6 6 2 260 610 870 32.2 461 5 378 363 61 144 1763 65.3
Opponents...... 27 5450 653-1519  . 4 3 0 216-610  . 3 5 4 330-477  . 6 9 2 341 620 961 35.6 455 - 378 333 63 174 1852 68.6

TEAM STATISTICS SAM OPP
SCORING 1763 1852
  Points per game 65.3 68.6
  Scoring margin -3.3 -
FIELD GOALS-ATT 630-1430 653-1519
  Field goal pct  . 4 4 1  . 4 3 0
3 POINT FG-ATT 223-668 216-610
  3-point FG pct  . 3 3 4  . 3 5 4
  3-pt FG made per game 8.3 8.0
FREE THROWS-ATT 280-423 330-477
  Free throw pct  . 6 6 2  . 6 9 2
  F-Throws made per game 10.4 12.2
REBOUNDS 870 961
  Rebounds per game 32.2 35.6
  Rebounding margin -3.4 -
ASSISTS 378 378
  Assists per game 14.0 14.0
TURNOVERS 363 333
  Turnovers per game 13.4 12.3
  Turnover margin -1.1 -
  Assist/turnover ratio 1.0 1.1
STEALS 144 174
  Steals per game 5.3 6.4
BLOCKS 61 63
  Blocks per game 2.3 2.3
ATTENDANCE 15314 49157
  Home games-Avg/Game 15-1021 12-4096
  Neutral site-Avg/Game - 0-0

Score by Periods 1st 2nd OT Totals
Samford 853 893 17 1763
Opponents 895 940 17 1852

Date Opponent Score Att.
11/12/11 YOUNGSTOWN STATE  L 69-76 873
11/18/11 at Jacksonville  L 57-70 1955
11/22/11 GEORGIA STATE  L 47-55 482
11/26/11 at UT Arlington W 71-69 572

* 12/01/11 WESTERN CAROLINA  L 71-75 821
12/05/11 UTSA  L 52-74 527
12/07/11 MERCER  L o t 78-83 1036
12/10/11 LINDSEY WILSON W 82-56 972
12/17/11 SPRING HILL W 90-64 972
12/20/11 at #3 Kentucky  L 50-82 21984
12/28/11 at Sam Houston State  L 58-74 788
12/31/11 at Maryland  L 63-75 11429

* 01/05/12 APPALACHIAN STATE  L 63-68 584
* 01/07/12 at The Citadel  L 62-73 1023
* 01/12/12 at Georgia Southern  L 53-58 1372
* 01/14/12 CHATTANOOGA W 81-70 1012
* 01/19/12 at Elon W 86-80 986
* 01/22/12 at UNCG  L 60-61 2328
* 01/26/12 GEORGIA SOUTHERN W 57-55 902
* 01/28/12 DAVIDSON W 77-74 1257
* 01/30/12 COLLEGE OF CHARLESTO  L 52-68 1052
* 02/02/12 at Appalachian State W 53-52 1022
* 02/04/12 at Wofford Wot 66-61 2012
* 02/09/12 UNCG  L 69-71 1048
* 02/11/12 ELON W 87-78 2572
* 02/15/12 at Davidson  L 54-81 3686
* 02/18/12 FURMAN W 55-49 1204

* - Conference game



2011-12 Samford Basketball
Samford Combined Team Statistics (as of Feb 20, 2012)

Conference games

RECORD: OVERALL HOME AWAY NEUTRAL
ALL GAMES 8-8 5-4 3-4 0-0
CONFERENCE 8-8 5-4 3-4 0-0
NON-CONFERENCE 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0

Total 3-Point F-Throw Rebounds

## Player gp-gs min avg fg-fga fg% 3fg-fga 3fg% ft-fta ft% off def tot avg pf dq a to blk stl pts avg

01 WINDLER, Drew 16-15 436 27.3 79-164  . 4 8 2 35-81  . 4 3 2 62-83  . 7 4 7 19 44 63 3.9 46 0 18 40 6 3 255 15.9
35 HOOD, Tyler 16-14 449 28.1 71-152  . 4 6 7 21-78  . 2 6 9 21-35  . 6 0 0 22 38 60 3.8 36 0 19 27 2 12 184 11.5
11 KELLY, Raijon 16-15 511 31.9 64-133  . 4 8 1 18-48  . 3 7 5 27-32  . 8 4 4 17 39 56 3.5 28 1 41 32 1 21 173 10.8
24 COOK, Will 16-16 475 29.7 39-97  . 4 0 2 15-49  . 3 0 6 33-46  . 7 1 7 17 65 82 5.1 37 0 22 25 8 10 126 7.9
05 MERRITT, Jeffrey 16-16 568 35.5 44-125  . 3 5 2 14-54  . 2 5 9 22-41  . 5 3 7 25 90 115 7.2 32 0 64 32 5 12 124 7.8
12 PETERSON, John 1-1 22 22.0 2-7  . 2 8 6 0-4  . 0 0 0 1-2  . 5 0 0 1 2 3 3.0 3 0 1 1 0 0 5 5.0
23 FRIDAY, Matthew 16-1 202 12.6 25-42  . 5 9 5 1-4  . 2 5 0 3-6  . 5 0 0 12 23 35 2.2 25 1 15 11 4 14 54 3.4
25 McNEIL, Devin 13-1 116 8.9 16-37  . 4 3 2 5-14  . 3 5 7 5-8  . 6 2 5 3 12 15 1.2 10 0 7 9 1 4 42 3.2
02 HAYMAN, Brandon 14-0 155 11.1 15-34  . 4 4 1 1-5  . 2 0 0 6-14  . 4 2 9 13 9 22 1.6 16 0 3 5 1 6 37 2.6
10 MILLER, Connor 15-0 211 14.1 9-34  . 2 6 5 6-28  . 2 1 4 8-11  . 7 2 7 4 15 19 1.3 13 0 10 7 0 3 32 2.1
14 JOHNSON, Kaylin 8-1 72 9.0 4-13  . 3 0 8 4-13  . 3 0 8 2-4  . 5 0 0 2 3 5 0.6 7 0 3 3 0 2 14 1.8
15 BAILEY, Hamilton 1-0 2 2.0 0-0  . 0 0 0 0-0  . 0 0 0 0-0  . 0 0 0 0 2 2 2.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0
33 BARNES, Levi 3-0 6 2.0 0-1  . 0 0 0 0-1  . 0 0 0 0-0  . 0 0 0 0 1 1 0.3 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0.0

Team 21 23 44 2
Total.......... 16 3225 368-839  . 4 3 9 120-379  . 3 1 7 190-282  . 6 7 4 156 366 522 32.6 253 2 203 194 29 87 1046 65.4
Opponents...... 16 3225 380-903  . 4 2 1 141-401  . 3 5 2 173-249  . 6 9 5 202 371 573 35.8 281 - 240 191 30 85 1074 67.1

TEAM STATISTICS SAM OPP
SCORING 1046 1074
  Points per game 65.4 67.1
  Scoring margin -1.7 -
FIELD GOALS-ATT 368-839 380-903
  Field goal pct  . 4 3 9  . 4 2 1
3 POINT FG-ATT 120-379 141-401
  3-point FG pct  . 3 1 7  . 3 5 2
  3-pt FG made per game 7.5 8.8
FREE THROWS-ATT 190-282 173-249
  Free throw pct  . 6 7 4  . 6 9 5
  F-Throws made per game 11.9 10.8
REBOUNDS 522 573
  Rebounds per game 32.6 35.8
  Rebounding margin -3.2 -
ASSISTS 203 240
  Assists per game 12.7 15.0
TURNOVERS 194 191
  Turnovers per game 12.1 11.9
  Turnover margin -0.2 -
  Assist/turnover ratio 1.0 1.3
STEALS 87 85
  Steals per game 5.4 5.3
BLOCKS 29 30
  Blocks per game 1.8 1.9
ATTENDANCE 10452 12429
  Home games-Avg/Game 9-1161 7-1776
  Neutral site-Avg/Game - 0-0

Score by Periods 1st 2nd OT Totals
Samford 518 516 12 1046
Opponents 528 539 7 1074

Date Opponent Score Att.
* 12/01/11 WESTERN CAROLINA  L 71-75 821
* 01/05/12 APPALACHIAN STATE  L 63-68 584
* 01/07/12 at The Citadel  L 62-73 1023
* 01/12/12 at Georgia Southern  L 53-58 1372
* 01/14/12 CHATTANOOGA W 81-70 1012
* 01/19/12 at Elon W 86-80 986
* 01/22/12 at UNCG  L 60-61 2328
* 01/26/12 GEORGIA SOUTHERN W 57-55 902
* 01/28/12 DAVIDSON W 77-74 1257
* 01/30/12 COLLEGE OF CHARLESTO  L 52-68 1052
* 02/02/12 at Appalachian State W 53-52 1022
* 02/04/12 at Wofford Wot 66-61 2012
* 02/09/12 UNCG  L 69-71 1048
* 02/11/12 ELON W 87-78 2572
* 02/15/12 at Davidson  L 54-81 3686
* 02/18/12 FURMAN W 55-49 1204

* - Conference game
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D r e w  W i n d l e r
Center, 6-9, 200 - Sophomore

South Milwaukee, Wis. - South Milwaukee HS
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1
Very skilled offensive post player . . . has added strength

and improved his athleticism over the offseason . . .
excellent perimeter shooter and ball-handler.

BULLDOG BITES
Born July 19, 1991 . . . son of Lori and Bob Windler . . . mother
played basketball at Wisconsin-Stout . . . majoring in exercise science.

DID YOU KNOW?
Drew Windler was a four-sport athlete at South Milwaukee
High School. He also played volleyball, soccer and golf.

SEASON HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . 25, vs. Chattanooga, Jan. 14, 2012
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . . 11, vs. Mercer, Dec. 7, 2011
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, vs. UTSA, Dec. 5, 2011
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . 7, vs. UNCG, Feb. 9, 2012
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 7, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011
3-point Field Goals . . 6, at Elon, Jan. 19, 2012
Steals . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, vs. UTSA, Dec. 5, 2011
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, vs. Western Carolina, Dec. 1, 2011
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 35, at Wofford, Feb. 4, 2012

CAREER HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . 25, vs. Chattanooga, Jan. 14, 2012
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . 11, vs. Mercer, Dec. 7, 2011
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . 4, vs. UTSA, Dec. 5, 2011
Field Goals  . . . . . . . 7, vs. UNCG, Feb. 9, 2012
Free Throws  . . . . . . 7, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011
3-point Field Goals  . 6, at Elon, Jan. 19, 2012
Steals  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, vs. UTSA, Dec. 5, 2011
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . 2, vs. Western Carolina, Dec. 1, 2011
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 35, at Wofford, Feb. 4, 2012

• 2011 SAMFORD MOST IMPROVED PLAYER AWARD

• 2011 SAMFORD SCHOLASTIC AWARD

BIO UPDATES
• Averaging 16 points and 3.8 rebounds in his last 12 games. 

Samford has compiled an 8-4 record during that span.
• Ranked sixth in the SoCon in league scoring at 15.9 ppg.
• Has started in 27 of the team’s last 28 games dating all the 

way back to Samford’s SoCon Tournament game versus 
Furman on March 4, 2011. 

• Scored a career-high 25 points against Chattanooga on 
Jan. 14, as he helped lead the Bulldogs to a key 81-70 win. 
He was 7-of-11 from the field and 5-of-9 from 3-point range.

• Scored 23 points on 7-of-8 shooting from the field against 
Spring Hill on Dec. 17. He was 7-of-9 from the free-throw line
and pulled down five rebounds in 20 minutes.

• Played a key role in Samford’s 86-80 win at Elon on Jan. 19,
as he totaled 21 points on 7-of-13 shooting from the field. He
also knocked down a career-high six 3-point field goals.
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B r a n d o n  H a y m a n
Guard, 6-3, 185 - Freshman

Braselton, Ga. - Mill Creek HS
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2
Long and rangy guard whose versatility and athleticism
also allows him to play the small forward position . . .

can use either hand equally well around the basket.

BIO UPDATES
• Tied his career-high of 10 points against Sam Houston State 

on Dec. 28, as he led the Bulldogs in scoring on a 4-of-7 
shooting performance from the field. He tallied his team-high
10 points in 18 minutes of playing time.

• Nearly registered the first double-double of his young career 
on Dec. 17, as he pulled down a personal-best 10 rebounds 
and scored eight points against Spring Hill.

• Scored a career-high 10 points on 5-of-8 shooting from the 
field against Lindsey Wilson on Dec. 10, as he logged a 
10 minutes of playing time. He also pulled down 4 boards.

• Came off the bench to score eight points on 4-of-6 shooting 
against Maryland on Dec. 31. He also had four rebounds.

• Played a key role in the Bulldogs’ 55-49 victory against 
Furman on Saturday as he provided an offensive spark off the
bench with six points on 3-of-4 shooting from the field.

BULLDOG BITES
Born Dec. 17, 1992 . . . parents are Monica and Terrance
Hayman . . . undeclared major.

DID YOU KNOW?
Brandon Hayman set the Samford basketball all-time record in
the standing broad jump with a mark of 10-foot and one inch.

SEASON HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10, at Sam Houston State, Dec. 28, 2011
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . . 10, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . 5, vs. Lindsey Wilson, Dec. 10, 2011
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 2, vs. UNCG, Feb. 9, 2012
3-point Field Goals . . 1, vs. Davidson, Jan. 28, 2012
Steals . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, vs. UNCG, Feb. 9, 2012
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, vs. Furman, Feb. 18, 2012
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 20, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011

CAREER HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . 10, at Sam Houston State, Dec. 28, 2011
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . 10, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . 4, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011
Field Goals  . . . . . . . 5, vs. Lindsey Wilson, Dec. 10, 2011
Free Throws  . . . . . . 2, vs. UNCG, Feb. 9, 2012
3-point Field Goals  . 1, vs. Davidson, Jan. 28, 2012
Steals  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, vs. UNCG, Feb. 9, 2012
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . 1, vs. Furman, Feb. 18, 2012
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 20, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011



2 0 1 1 - 1 2  S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L  P L A Y E R  B I O S

J e f f r e y  M e r r i t t
Guard, 6-6, 205 - Senior

Oklahoma City, Okla. - Bishop McGuinness HS
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5
Last season’s leading scorer . . . versatile forward 

who can play every position on the court . . . 
possesses strong leadership skills.

BIO UPDATES
• Will make his 39th consecutive start Thursday in a streak 

that began Jan. 27, 2011, at Elon.
• Has started in 87 of the team’s last 89 games dating back to 

the beginning of his sophomore season in 2009-10. 
• Nearly registered a triple-double against Chattanooga on 

Jan. 14, as he finished with 12 rebs., 9 assts. and 7 pts. He 
played all 40 minutes and went 5-of-6 from the FT line.

• Has tallied a team-high four double-doubles this season in 
games against Youngstown State (11 pts., 10 reb.), Lindsey 
Wilson (11 pts., 10 reb.), Appalachian State (14 pts, 10 reb.) 
and UNCG (15 pts, 11 reb).

• Scored a career-high 22 points at Jacksonville on Nov. 18, as 
he went 9-of-14 from the field and 3-for-4 from 3-point range.

• Turned in one of the best games of his career on Jan. 28 
versus Davidson as he tallied 20 points, 5 rebounds, 2 assists,
a steal and a blocked shot. He also went 4-for-4 on 3-pointers.

BULLDOG BITES
Born Jan. 22, 1990 . . . son of Paul and Suzy Merritt . . . 
majoring in business management.

DID YOU KNOW?
Jeffrey Merritt is the third Merritt brother to play basketball at
Samford. He follows older brothers J. Robert and Joe Ross.

SEASON HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . 22, at Jacksonville, Nov. 18, 2011
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . . 12, vs. Chattanooga, Jan. 14, 2012
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9, vs. Elon, Feb. 11, 2012
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . 9, at Jacksonville, Nov. 18, 2011
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 5, at UNCG, Jan. 22, 2012
3-point Field Goals . . 4, vs. Davidson, Jan. 28, 2012
Steals . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, vs. Elon, Feb. 11, 2012
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, vs. Western Carolina, Dec. 1, 2011
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 45, at Wofford, Feb. 4, 2012

CAREER HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . 22, at Jacksonville, Nov. 18, 2011
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . 12, vs. Chattanooga, Jan. 14, 2012
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . 9, vs. Elon, Feb. 11, 2012
Field Goals  . . . . . . . 9, at Jacksonville, Nov. 18, 2011
Free Throws  . . . . . . 5, at UNCG, Jan. 22, 2012
3-point Field Goals . . 5, vs. Chattanooga, Feb. 20, 2010
Steals . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 12, 2009
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . 2, vs. Western Carolina, Dec. 1, 2011
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 45, at Wofford, Feb. 4, 2012

• 2010 SAMFORD MOST OUTSTANDING DEFENSIVE PLAYER
• 2009 SAMFORD REBOUND AWARD RECIPIENT

• 2010 GLOBAL SPORTS HOOPS SHOWCASE 
ALL-TOURNAMENT TEAM

• 2011 SAMFORD MOST OUTSTANDING DEFENSE AWARD
• 2011 SAMFORD REBOUND AWARD
• 2011 SAMFORD CHARGE AWARD



2 0 1 1 - 1 2  S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L  P L A Y E R  B I O S

C o n n o r  M i l l e r
Guard, 6-3, 175 - Freshman

Stanley, Wis. - Regis-Eau Claire HS

2 0 1 1 - 1 2   S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L w w w . s a m f o r d s p o r t s . c o m

10
Deadly long range shooter with a tremendous 

confidence level . . . has the rare ability to shoot 
off the catch and off the dribble . . . sneaky athletic.

BIO UPDATES
• Turned in the best game of his young collegiate career on 

Jan. 28, as he scored a career-high 12 points and helped lead 
the Bulldogs to a momentous 77-74 triumph against first-
place Davidson. He finished 3-for-3 from the field, 2-for-2 
from 3-point range and 4-for-4 from the free-throw line.

• Finished with six points against Chattanooga on Jan. 14. He 
also added a rebound and a steal in the victory.

• Played 22 minutes against Spring Hill on Dec. 17, as he 
finished with six points on 2-of-4 shooting from the field. 
Both of his field goals came from 3-point range.

• Logged six minutes of playing time at Maryland on Dec. 31 
and finished with three points on a deep 3-point basket.

• Scored the first points of his young Samford career Dec. 10 
as he knocked down a 3-point basket against Lindsey Wilson.
He also added a career-high three assists and two rebounds.

BULLDOG BITES
Born July 14, 1992 . . . parents are Mary and Mark Miller . . .

undeclared major.

DID YOU KNOW?
Connor Miller was named to the All-Tournament Team of the
2010 Wisconsin State Championships.

SEASON HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12, vs. Davidson, Jan. 28, 2012
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . . 4, vs. Furman, Feb. 18, 2012
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, vs. College of Charleston, Jan. 30, 2012
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . 3, vs. Davidson, Jan. 28, 2012
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 4, vs. Davidson, Jan. 28, 2012
3-point Field Goals . . 2, vs. Davidson, Jan. 28, 2012
Steals . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, at Appalachian State, Feb. 2, 2012
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 23, at The Citadel, Jan. 7, 2012

CAREER HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . 12, vs. Davidson, Jan. 28, 2012
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . 4, vs. Furman, Feb. 18, 2012
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . 3, vs. College of Charleston, Jan. 30, 2012
Field Goals  . . . . . . . 3, vs. Davidson, Jan. 28, 2012
Free Throws  . . . . . . 4, vs. Davidson, Jan. 28, 2012
3-point Field Goals  . 2, vs. Davidson, Jan. 28, 2012
Steals  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, at Appalachian State, Feb. 2, 2012
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 23, at The Citadel, Jan. 7, 2012



2 0 1 1 - 1 2  S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L  P L A Y E R  B I O S

R a i j o n  K e l l y
Guard, 6-4, 170 - Freshman

Maplewood, Minn. - Cretin-Derham Hall HS

2 0 1 1 - 1 2   S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L w w w . s a m f o r d s p o r t s . c o m

11
Combo guard who possesses a very high skill level . . .

superb ball-handler and shooter with an excellent 
sense of the game . . . has a high basketball IQ.

BIO UPDATES
• In the Bulldogs’ last 12 games, he is averaging 12.4 points, 

3.9 rebounds and 2.5 assists per contest.
• Since moving into the starting lineup against The Citadel on 

Jan. 7, he is averaging 11.5 points, 3.8 rebounds and 2.2 
assists in 33.2 minutes per outing.

• For the second straight game, he tied a career-high in scoring 
with 19 points versus Elon on Jan. 19. In the victory, he 
shot 6-of-10 from the field and 4-of-5 from 3-point range.

• Tallied a career-high 19 points on 5-of-11 shooting from the 
floor versus Chattanooga on Jan. 14. He also grabbed four 
rebounds and went a perfect 8-of-8 from the free-throw line.

• Scored a team-high 18 points on 7-of-12 shooting from the 
field on Nov. 12 against Youngstown State. He knocked down
a game-high four 3-point baskets and also handed out a game-
high five assists in 28 minutes of action.

BULLDOG BITES
Born March 15, 1993 . . . son of Reshonda Shanklin . . . 
undeclared major.

DID YOU KNOW?
Raijon Kelly finished his time at CDHHS with 1,302 career
points and in third place on the school’s all-time scoring list.

SEASON HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . 19, at Elon, Jan. 19, 2012
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . . 8, vs. Furman, Feb. 18, 2012
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7, at Elon, Jan. 19, 2012
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . 7, at Wofford, Feb. 4, 2012
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 8, vs. Chattanooga, Jan. 14, 2012
3-point Field Goals . . 4, at Elon, Jan. 19, 2012
Steals . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, vs. UNCG, Feb. 9, 2012
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, vs. Elon, Feb. 11, 2012
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 42, at Wofford, Feb. 4, 2012

CAREER HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . 19, at Elon, Jan. 19, 2012
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . 8, vs. Furman, Feb. 18, 2012
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . 7, at Elon, Jan. 19, 2012
Field Goals  . . . . . . . 7, at Wofford, Feb. 4, 2012
Free Throws  . . . . . . 8, vs. Chattanooga, Jan. 14, 2012
3-point Field Goals  . 4, at Elon, Jan. 19, 2012
Steals  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, vs. UNCG, Feb. 9, 2012
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . 1, vs. Elon, Feb. 11, 2012
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 42, at Wofford, Feb. 4, 2012



2 0 1 1 - 1 2  S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L  P L A Y E R  B I O S

J o h n  P e t e r s o n
Forward, 6-7, 195 - Senior

Boca Raton, Fla. - Boca Raton HS

2 0 1 1 - 1 2  S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L w w w . s a m f o r d s p o r t s . c o m

12
Senior wing player who excels in the open court . . . 

is expected to contribute major minutes at the 
small forward and power forward positions.

BIO UPDATES
• Suffered an upper-arm injury against Western Carolina on 

Dec. 1 and was forced to miss the remainder of the season.
• Finished with a game-high 14 points on 5-of-12 shooting from

the field versus Georgia State on Nov. 22. He turned in a 
3-of-8 shooting performance from 3-point range and added 
three rebounds, two assists and a steal in 33 minutes of play.

• Scored nine points at UT Arlington on Nov. 26, as he 
went 2-for-4 from the field and 4-of-6 from the free-throw 
line. He also handed out two assists in the victory.

• Tallied seven points on 3-of-4 shooting from the field against 
Youngstown State on Nov. 12. He also pulled down three 
rebounds in 15 minutes of playing time.

• Scored six points on 3-of-6 shooting from the field at 
Jacksonville on Nov. 18. He also added two rebounds and a 
steal in 27 minutes of action.

BULLDOG BITES
Son of Lori and Pete Peterson . . . father is an alumnus of Samford’s
Cumberland School of Law . . . majoring in political science.

DID YOU KNOW?
John Peterson was named the Most Outstanding Player at the
annual Five Star Basketball Camp in 2007.

SEASON HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . 14, vs. Georgia State, Nov. 22, 2011
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . . 3, vs. Western Carolina, Dec. 1, 2011
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, at UT Arlington, Nov. 26, 2011
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . 5, vs. Georgia State, Nov. 22, 2011
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 4, at UT Arlington, Nov. 26, 2011
3-point Field Goals . . 3, vs. Georgia State, Nov. 22, 2011
Steals . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, vs. Georgia State, Nov. 22, 2011
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 33, vs. Georgia State, Nov. 22, 2011

CAREER HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . 16, vs. UNC Greensboro, Jan. 29, 2011
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . . 8, at Youngstown State, Nov. 12, 2010
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . 2, at UT Arlington, Nov. 26, 2011
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . 6, vs. Elon, Jan. 27, 2011
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 6, vs. Wofford, Feb. 16, 2011
3-point Field Goals . . 4, vs. Elon, Jan. 27, 2011
Steals . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, vs. Tennessee Wesleyan, Nov. 15, 2010
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, vs. Spring Hill, Nov. 17, 2008
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 33, vs. Georgia State, Nov. 22, 2011



2 0 1 1 - 1 2  S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L  P L A Y E R  B I O S

K a y l i n  J o h n s o n
Guard, 6-0, 180 - Senior

Baton Rouge, La. - Parkview Baptist HS

2 0 1 1 - 1 2   S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L w w w . s a m f o r d s p o r t s . c o m
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Veteran guard who can both make the 3-point 

shot and beat defenders off the dribble . . . solid 
one-on-one defender . . . has excellent quickness.

BIO UPDATES
• Turned in a brilliant shooting performance against UT 

Arlington on Nov. 26, as he finished 3-for-5 from 3-point 
range en route to leading Samford to a key 71-69 non-
conference victory.

• Provided a spark off the bench against third-ranked Kentucky
on Dec. 20 as he scored seven points on 2-of-3 shooting from
the floor. He was also 2-for-2 from the free-throw line.

• Only played 18 minutes versus Jacksonville on Nov. 18, but 
finished with seven points, two rebounds and an assist.

• Logged 17 minutes against UNCG on Feb. 9 and drained a 
pair of critical 3-point baskets for a total of six points.

• Scored six points and added three rebounds against UTSA 
on Dec. 5. Both of his field goals came from 3-point range.

• Tallied five points on 2-of-3 shooting from the field versus 
Lindsey Wilson on Dec. 10. In the Bulldogs’ 82-56 victory, 
he also added a steal in 12 minutes of playing time.

BULLDOG BITES
Born Dec. 13, 1989 . . . son of Danielle and Steven Kelley . . .
majoring in sports administration with a minor in business.

DID YOU KNOW?
Kaylin Johnson was also a prep standout in track and field, and
ran a sizzling 10.98 in the 100-meter dash.

SEASON HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9, at UT Arlington, Nov. 26, 2011
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . . 4, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, at Davidson, Feb. 15, 2012
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . 3, at UT Arlington, Nov. 26, 2011
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 2, at Sam Houston State, Dec. 28, 2011
3-point Field Goals . . 3, at UT Arlington, Nov. 26, 2011
Steals . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, at Davidson, Feb. 15, 2012
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 21, at UT Arlington, Nov. 26, 2011

CAREER HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20, at Georgia State, Nov. 27, 2010
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . . 5, at Wofford, Jan. 22, 2011
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, vs. Appalachian State, Dec. 4, 2010
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . 6, at Georgia State, Nov. 27, 2010
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 5, at Georgia State, Nov. 27, 2010
3-point Field Goals . . 4, vs. Jacksonville, Nov. 24, 2010
Steals . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, vs. UNC Greensboro, Dec. 5, 2009
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, vs. Davidson, Feb. 3, 2011
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 33, at Georgia State, Nov. 27, 2010

• 2010 SAMFORD MOST IMPROVED PLAYER AWARD RECIPIENT



2 0 1 1 - 1 2  S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L  P L A Y E R  B I O S

H a m i l t o n  B a i l e y
Guard, 6-4, 185 - Sophomore

Atlanta, Ga. - Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School

2 0 1 1 - 1 2   S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L w w w . s a m f o r d s p o r t s . c o m

15
Hard working wing player who possesses a variety of
offensive skills . . . loves to play with his back to the 

basket and has a very soft touch around the goal.

BIO UPDATES
• Earned playing time at Davidson on Feb. 15 and finished 

the contest with a career-high two rebounds.
• Logged a career-high four minutes of playing time in the 

Bulldogs’ 90-64 victory over Spring Hill on Dec. 17.
• Played three minutes against Sam Houston State on Dec. 28 

and registered the first assist of his up-and-coming career.
• Earned his first playing time of the regular season on Dec. 1, 

against UTSA as he came in for the final minute of the game.
• Against Berry College in exhibition play on Nov. 7, he came 

off the bench to score five quick points in only six minutes of
game action. He finished 1-for-1 from the field and a perfect 
3-for-3 from the charity stripe.

BULLDOG BITES
Born June 9, 1992 . . . son of Erroll and Alise Bailey . . . his uncle
Gus Bailey played for the New Orleans Jazz . . . majoring in business.

DID YOU KNOW?
Hamilton Bailey scored 39 points in his first game as a high
school junior, which was only one point shy of the school record.

SEASON HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . . 2, at Davidson, Feb. 15, 2012
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, at Sam Houston State, Dec. 28, 2011
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . 0
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 0
3-point Field Goals . . 0
Steals . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 4, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011

CAREER HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . 2, at Davidson, Feb. 15, 2012
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . 1, at Sam Houston State, Dec. 28, 2011
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . 0
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 0
3-point Field Goals . . 0
Steals . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 4, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011



2 0 1 1 - 1 2  S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L  P L A Y E R  B I O S

G r e g g  W o o t e n
Guard, 6-2, 190 - Junior

Memphis, Tenn. - Briarcrest Christian School

2 0 1 1 - 1 2   S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L w w w . s a m f o r d s p o r t s . c o m

21
Talented “big” guard who has a great knack for 
finishing over and around bigger defenders at 
the rim . . . will be counted on for leadership 

despite his season-ending injury.

BULLDOG BITES
Born Jan. 18, 1991 . . . son of Jackie and Robert Wooten . . .
older sister Kristin played basketball at the Univ. of Memphis.

DID YOU KNOW?
Gregg Wooten finished his illustrious prep career at Briarcrest
Christian School as the program’s all-time assist leader (325).

SEASON HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . . 0
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . 0
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 0
3-point Field Goals . . 0
Steals . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 0

CAREER HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . 14, vs. Western Carolina, Dec. 2, 20100
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . . 5, vs. Western Carolina, Dec. 2, 2010
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5, vs. Chattanooga, Feb. 26, 2011
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . 6, at Georgia Southern, Feb. 5, 2011
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 7, at Georgia State, Nov. 27, 2010
3-point Field Goals . . 2, vs. Middle Tennessee, Nov. 20, 2010
Steals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, vs. Eastern Michigan, Dec. 31, 2010
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 12, 2009
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 31, at UTSA, Dec. 20, 2010

BIO UPDATES
• Suffered a lower leg injury during the preseason and will 

be forced to use a medical redshirt year.



2 0 1 1 - 1 2  S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L  P L A Y E R  B I O S

M a t t h e w  F r i d a y
Center, 6-8, 235 - Senior

Grapevine, Texas - Colleyville Heritage HS

2 0 1 1 - 1 2   S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L w w w . s a m f o r d s p o r t s . c o m

23
Experienced post player who will be counted on for

physical play around the basket . . . worked very 
hard in the offseason to improve his strength and 
conditioning . . . excellent defender and passer. 

BIO UPDATES
• Turned in his best game of the season on Dec. 10, as he 

finished with nine points, three steals, two rebounds and a 
pair of assists against Lindsey Wilson. He went 4-for-7 from 
the field and knocked down a key 3-point basket.

• Proved to be a key asset for the Bulldogs against third-ranked 
Kentucky as he finished with eight points, four assists, three 
rebounds and two steals on Dec. 20.

• Came off the bench to provide a spark for the Bulldogs 
against Appalachian State on Jan. 5, as he tallied eight points,
four steals and three rebounds in 19 minutes of action.

• Scored 7 points and added 3 rebounds, an assist, a steal and 
a blocked shot at Sam Houston State on Dec. 28.

• Played a key role in Samford’s 57-55 win against Georgia 
Southern on Jan. 26 with six points on 3-of-4 shooting.

BULLDOG BITES
Born Feb. 13, 1989 . . . son of Tracy and Lee Friday . . . older
brother Bryan played from 2006-10 on Samford’s basketball team.

DID YOU KNOW?
Matthew Friday was Samford’s first commitment of the 2007-08
recruiting class. He signed with the Bulldogs on Nov. 8, 2006.

SEASON HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9, vs. Lindsey Wilson, Dec. 10, 2011
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . . 5, at UNCG, Jan. 22, 2012
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, at #3 Kentucky, Dec. 20, 2011
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . 4, vs. Appalachian State, Jan. 5, 2012
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 2, at Elon, Jan. 19, 2012
3-point Field Goals . . 1, vs. Elon, Feb. 11, 2012
Steals . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, vs. Appalachian State, Jan. 5, 2012
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, vs. Youngstown State, Nov. 12, 2011
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 19, vs. Appalachian State, Jan. 5, 2012

CAREER HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . 9, vs. Lindsey Wilson, Dec. 10, 2011
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . . 12, vs. Spring Hill, Nov. 17, 2008
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5, at Chattanooga, Feb. 10, 2010
Field Goals  . . . . . . . 4, vs. Appalachian State, Jan. 5, 2012
Free Throws  . . . . . . 2, at Elon, Jan. 19, 2012
3-point Field Goals  . 1, vs. Elon, Feb. 11, 2012
Steals  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, vs. Appalachian State, Jan. 5, 2012
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . 3, vs. Youngstown State, Nov. 12, 2011
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 33, vs. Chattanooga, Feb. 20, 2010



2 0 1 1 - 1 2  S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L  P L A Y E R  B I O S

W i l l  C o o k
Guard, 6-4, 185 - Sophomore

Dallas, Texas - Hillcrest High School

2 0 1 1 - 1 2   S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L w w w . s a m f o r d s p o r t s . c o m

24
Athletic guard/forward who has worked hard 

to improve his ball-handling . . . excels at slashing 
to the basket and finishing in traffic.

BIO UPDATES
• Registered his third straight career-high performance on 

Dec. 7 against Mercer as he nearly compiled a double-
double with 17 points and eight rebounds. He also handed 
out four assists and finished 6-of-6 from the free-throw line.

• Poured in 14 points on 4-of-5 shooting against Spring Hill on
Dec. 17 and also added two rebounds and a steal.

• Scored 13 points on 5-of-10 shooting from the field against 
Elon on Jan. 19 and knocked down a clutch 3-point basket 
to secure the key SoCon North Division victory.

• Turned in one of his best all-around games of the season 
Jan. 7 at The Citadel as he finished with 13 points, seven 
rebounds and recorded a 5-of-6 performance from the field.

• Lit up the stat sheet in the Bulldogs’ key 77-74 victory against
Davidson on Jan. 28, as he compiled 10 points, eight 
rebounds, three assists, three steals and a blocked shot. He 
also finished 7-of-10 from the free-throw line.

BULLDOG BITES
Born Sept. 19, 1991 . . . son of Nancy and William Cook . . . his
father played football at Kansas . . . undeclared major.

DID YOU KNOW?
Will Cook was bitten by a poisonous copperhead snake in early
October and was forced to spend two nights in Intensive Care.

SEASON HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . 17, vs. Mercer, Dec. 7, 2011
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . . 8, vs. UNCG, Feb. 9, 2012
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5, vs. Georgia Southern, Jan. 26, 2012
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . 5, at Elon, Jan. 19, 2012
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 7, vs. Davidson, Jan. 28, 2012
3-point Field Goals . . 4, vs. Western Carolina, Dec. 1, 2011
Steals . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, vs. Davidson, Jan. 28, 2012
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, at UNCG, Jan. 22, 2012
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 40, at Wofford, Feb. 4, 2012

CAREER HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . 17, vs. Mercer, Dec. 7, 2011
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . 8, vs. UNCG, Feb. 9, 2012
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . 5, vs. Georgia Southern, Jan. 26, 2012
Field Goals  . . . . . . . 5, at Elon, Jan. 19, 2012
Free Throws  . . . . . . 7, vs. Davidson, Jan. 28, 2012
3-point Field Goals  . 4, vs. Western Carolina, Dec. 1, 2011
Steals  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, vs. Davidson, Jan. 28, 2012
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . 2, at UNCG, Jan. 22, 2012
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 40, at Wofford, Feb. 4, 2012



2 0 1 1 - 1 2  S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L  P L A Y E R  B I O S

D e v i n  M c N e i l
Guard, 6-0, 180 - Freshman

Birmingham, Ala. - Central Park Christian HS

2 0 1 1 - 1 2   S A M F O R D  B A S K E T B A L L w w w . s a m f o r d s p o r t s . c o m

25
Explosive point guard with superior athletic ability 

. . . has tremendous instincts as a classic 
penetrating and passing lead guard.

BIO UPDATES
• Due to a death in the family, he did not make the trip to The

Citadel on Jan. 7. Raijon Kelly started in his place at PG.
• Scored a career-high 19 points on 7-of-15 shooting from the 

field against Western Carolina on Dec. 1. He came off the 
bench to play a career-high 31 minutes and added three 
3-point field goals, three rebounds and a trio of assists.

• Tallied a key all-around game at Davidson on Feb. 15, as 
he compiled nine points, four rebounds and an assist.

• Finished with nine points, four assists and a rebound against 
Sam Houston State on Dec. 28. He shot 3-of-5 from the 
field and went 2-for-2 from 3-point range.

• Turned in a solid all-around game against Spring Hill on 
Dec. 17 as he finished with 8 points, 4 boards and 4 assists.

• In his first collegiate game, he scored eight points and 
grabbed six rebounds against Youngstown State on Nov. 12. 
He also logged 25 minutes and handed out an assist.

BULLDOG BITES
Born May 22, 1993 . . . parents are Evelyn and Derrick McNeil
. . . undeclared major.

DID YOU KNOW?
Devin McNeil was named the Most Valuable Player of the
National Association of Christian Athletes’ annual tournament.

SEASON HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . 19, vs. Western Carolina, Dec. 1, 2011
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . . 6, vs. Youngstown State, Nov. 12, 2011
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7, vs. Georgia State, Nov. 22, 2011
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . 7, vs. Western Carolina, Dec. 1, 2011
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 3, vs. Youngstown State, Nov. 12, 2011
3-point Field Goals . . 3, vs. Western Carolina, Dec. 1, 2011
Steals . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, at Maryland, Dec. 31, 2011
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, at Maryland, Dec. 31, 2011
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 31, vs. Western Carolina, Dec. 1, 2011

CAREER HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . 19, vs. Western Carolina, Dec. 1, 2011
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . 6, vs. Youngstown State, Nov. 12, 2011
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . 7, vs. Georgia State, Nov. 22, 2011
Field Goals  . . . . . . . 7, vs. Western Carolina, Dec. 1, 2011
Free Throws  . . . . . . 3, vs. Youngstown State, Nov. 12, 2011
3-point Field Goals  . 3, vs. Western Carolina, Dec. 1, 2011
Steals  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, at Maryland, Dec. 31, 2011
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . 2, at Maryland, Dec. 31, 2011
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 31, vs. Western Carolina, Dec. 1, 2011
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L e v i  B a r n e s
Center, 6-10, 215 - Sophomore

Douglasville, Ga. - Heirway Christian Academy
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Physically talented center with a huge upside . . .
one of the best overall athletes on the roster . . .
excellent shot-blocker with great timing . . . has

worked hard to improve his physicality.

BIO UPDATES
• Scored the first points of his young collegiate career on 

Dec. 17, as he knocked down a deep 3-point basket against 
Spring Hill. He logged eight minutes in the victory and 
added two rebounds and a pair of blocks.

• Accumulated a career-high four blocked shots against 
Jacksonville on Nov. 18, as he proved to be an imposing 
defensive force. He also added two rebounds and a pair of 
steals in a career-high 19 minutes of playing time.

• Tallied three blocks and an assist in 10 minutes of game 
action against Mercer on Dec. 7.

• Logged 10 minutes of playing time versus Berry College in 
the exhibition contest on Nov. 7, and finished the outing 
with four rebounds, three assists and a demonstrative baseline
block.

BULLDOG BITES
Born March 19, 1991 . . . son of Stacy and Bill Barnes . . . 
majoring in English.

DID YOU KNOW?
Coming out of high school, Levi Barnes was named the top
rebounder and shot-blocker in Georgia by Max Prep Sports.

SEASON HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . . 2, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, at Maryland, Dec. 31, 2011
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . 1, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 0
3-point Field Goals . . 1, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011
Steals . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, at Jacksonville, Nov. 18, 2011
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, at Jacksonville, Nov. 18, 2011
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 19, at Jacksonville, Nov. 18, 2011

CAREER HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . 3, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . 2, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . 1, at Maryland, Dec. 31, 2011
Field Goals  . . . . . . . 1, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 0
3-point Field Goals  . 1, vs. Spring Hill, Dec. 17, 2011
Steals  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, at Jacksonville, Nov. 18, 2011
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . 4, at Jacksonville, Nov. 18, 2011
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 19, at Jacksonville, Nov. 18, 2011
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T y l e r  H o o d
Forward, 6-6, 200 - Redshirt Freshman

Kingston, Tenn. - Lenoir City High School
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Talented power forward who redshirted last season 

. . . is expected to be an immediate contributor 
this year . . . one of the most complete 

offensive players on the team.

BIO UPDATES
• Averaging 12.6 points and 3.8 rebounds in the Bulldogs’ last 

12 outings in which Samford has compiled an 8-4 record.
• Led Samford to a 86-80 win at Elon on Jan. 19, as he 

scored a career-high 25 points on an 8-of-13 performance 
from the field. He also made a career-high four 3-point FGs.

• Continued his outstanding play versus Elon on Feb. 11, as 
he dropped in a team-high 20 points on 7-of-12 shooting. He 
also drained a career-high five 3-point baskets in the victory.

• Registered a game-high 18 points at Appalachian State on 
Feb. 2, as Samford earned a 53-52 win. He also knocked 
down a trio of key 3-pointers and pulled down six rebounds.

• Scored a then career-high 17 points against Mercer on Dec. 7 
and finished with a double-double by adding a career-high 10 
rebounds. He also played a career-high 41 minutes.

BULLDOG BITES
Born April 1, 1992 . . . son of Tina and Greg Hood . . . 
majoring in exercise science.

DID YOU KNOW?
Tyler Hood was nominated for McDonalds All-America honors
after being named the 2009 district player of the year.

SEASON HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . 25, at Elon, Jan. 19, 2012
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . . 10, vs. Mercer, Dec. 7, 2011
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5, vs. Lindsey Wilson, Dec. 10, 2011
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . 8, at Elon, Jan. 19, 2012
Free Throws  . . . . . . . 5, at Elon, Jan. 19, 2012
3-point Field Goals . . 5, vs. Elon, Feb. 11, 2012
Steals . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, at Wofford, Feb. 4, 2012
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, vs. UTSA, Dec. 5, 2011
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 41, vs. Mercer, Dec. 7, 2011

CAREER HIGHS
Points  . . . . . . . . . . . 25, at Elon, Jan. 19, 2012
Rebounds  . . . . . . . . 10, vs. Mercer, Dec. 7, 2011
Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . 5, vs. Lindsey Wilson, Dec. 10, 2011
Field Goals  . . . . . . . 8, at Elon, Jan. 19, 2012
Free Throws  . . . . . . 5, at Elon, Jan. 19, 2012
3-point Field Goals  . 5, vs. Elon, Feb. 11, 2012
Steals  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, at Wofford, Feb. 4, 2012
Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . 2, vs. UTSA, Dec. 5, 2011
Minutes  . . . . . . . . . . 41, vs. Mercer, Dec. 7, 2011















UNCG 71, Samford 69
Feb. 9 - Pete Hanna Center, Birmingham, Ala.
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GAME #24

Samford 87, Elon 78
Feb. 11 - Pete Hanna Center, Birmingham, Ala.

GAME #25

Davidson 81, Samford 54
Feb. 15 - Belk Arena, Davidson, N.C.

GAME #26

Samford 55, Furman 49
Feb. 18 - Pete Hanna Center, Birmingham, Ala.

GAME #27




























