
B Y L AW, ARTICLE 14

E l i g i b i l ity : Academic and
General Require m e n t s

14.01  GENERAL PRINCIPLES
14.01.1  Institutional Responsibility. An institution shall not permit a student-athlete to represent it
in intercollegiate athletics competition unless the student-athlete meets all applicable eligibility require-
ments, and the institution has certified the student-athlete’s eligibility.

14.01.2  Academic Status. To be eligible to represent an institution in intercollegiate athletics competi-
tion, a student-athlete shall be enrolled in at least a minimum full-time program of studies, be in good aca-
demic standing and maintain satisfactory progress toward a baccalaureate or equivalent degree. A waiver
of the minimum full-time enrollment requirement may be granted for a student enrolled in the final term of
the baccalaureate program (see Bylaw 14.1.6.2.1.3). Also, a student may represent the institution while
enrolled as a graduate or professional student or while enrolled and seeking a second baccalaureate degree
at the same institution (see Bylaw 14.1.7).

14.01.2.1  Good Academic Standing. To be eligible to represent an institution in intercollegiate ath-
letics competition, a student-athlete shall be in good academic standing as determined by the academic
authorities who determine the meaning of such phrases for all students of the institution, subject to
controlling legislation of the conference(s) or similar association of which the institution is a member.
(Note: The restrictions, exceptions and waivers set forth in Bylaws 14.4.3.4.4, 14.4.3.4.5 and 14.4.3.7
also apply to the general requirement for good academic standing and satisfactory progress.)

14.01.3  Compliance with Other NCAA and Conference Legislation. To be eligible to represent an
institution in intercollegiate athletics competition, a student-athlete shall be in compliance with all applic-
able provisions of the constitution and bylaws of the Association and all rules and regulations of the insti-
tution and the conference(s), if any, of which the institution is a member. Specific attention is called to leg-
islation affecting eligibility in the following areas.

14.01.3.1  A m a t e u r i s m . A student-athlete shall not be eligible for participation in an intercollegiate
sport if the individual takes or has taken pay, or has accepted the promise of pay in any form, for par-
ticipation in that sport, or if the individual has violated any of the other regulations related to ama-
teurism set forth in Bylaw 12.

14.01.3.2  Awards, Benefits and Expenses. Receipt by a student-athlete of nonpermissible awards,
extra benefits, or excessive or improper expenses not authorized by NCAA legislation violates the
Association’s amateurism principle and renders the student-athlete ineligible for athletics participa-
tion in the sport for which the improper award, benefit or expense was received (see Bylaw 16).

14.01.3.3  Ethical Conduct. A prospective or enrolled student-athlete who is found to have engaged in
unethical conduct (see Bylaw 10.1) shall be ineligible for intercollegiate competition in all sports.
Unethical conduct consists of, but is not limited to: (Revised: 1/10/90)

( a ) Fraudulence in connection with entrance or placement examinations;

( b ) Engaging in any athletics competition under an assumed name or with intent otherwise to
d e c e i v e ;

( c ) Dishonesty in evading or violating NCAA regulations; or
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( d ) Knowingly furnishing the NCAA or the individual’s institution false or misleading information
concerning the student’s involvement in or knowledge of matters relevant to a possible violation of
NCAA regulations [see Bylaw 10.1-(d)]. (Revised: 1/10/90)

14.01.3.4  Financial Aid. A student-athlete who receives financial assistance other than that autho-
rized by the Association shall not be eligible for intercollegiate athletics competition (see Bylaw 15).

14.01.3.5  Recruitment. Solicitation of a student-athlete’s enrollment by the certifying institution or
any representative of its athletics interests in violation of the Association’s legislation shall render the
student-athlete ineligible to represent that institution in intercollegiate athletics. A student-athlete is
responsible during his or her recruitment for involvement in a violation of NCAA regulations, and the
Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet may restore the eligibility of a student involved in such vio-
lation only when circumstances clearly warrant restoration. The eligibility of a student-athlete
involved in a major violation shall not be restored other than through an exception authorized by the
Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet in a unique case on the basis of specifically stated reasons
(see Bylaw 13).

14.01.4  Student-Athlete Participating in Division II or Division III Sport While Enrolled in
Division I. A student-athlete who participated in a sport classified in Division II or Division III while
enrolled in a Division I institution prior to August 1, 1993, and who remains enrolled in that institution,
shall remain subject to the applicable Division II or Division III eligibility legislation. (Adopted: 1/16/93
effective 8/1/93)

14.01.5  Compliance with Legislation for Emerging Sports

14.01.5.1  Seasons of Competition. A member institution sponsoring an emerging sport for women
(see Bylaw 20.02.5) shall comply fully in that program with all applicable seasons-of-competition legis-
lation set forth in Bylaw 14.2. (Adopted: 1/10/95)

14.01.5.2  Initial, Continuing and General Eligibility Requirements. A member institution sponsoring
an emerging sport for women shall comply fully in that program with all applicable initial, continuing
and general eligibility legislation set forth in Bylaw 14, effective for student-athletes first entering the
collegiate institution on or after August 1, 1996. (Adopted: 1/10/95)

14.02 DEFINITIONS AND APPLICAT I O N S
14.02.1  Branch School. A branch school is an educational institution that usually offers two years of
college work, does not award degrees independently, and is wholly controlled and operated by a four-year,
degree-granting parent institution.

14.02.2  Church Mission, Official. An official church mission is one that is required by the church of
which the individual is a member and that results in the individual’s being unable to attend a collegiate
institution during the period of the mission.

14.02.3  Collegiate Institution. A collegiate institution (for purposes of NCAA legislation) is an institu-
tion of higher education that:

( a ) Is listed as a college and coded with an H in the United States Department of Education’s Directory of
Postsecondary Institutions; or (Revised: 1/10/90)

( b ) Conducts an intercollegiate athletics program, even though not listed and/or coded with an H in the
Directory of Postsecondary Institutions; or

( c ) Is located in a foreign country.

14.02.4  Exception. An exception is the granting of relief from the application of a specific regula-
tion (e.g., the residence requirement for a transfer student to become eligible for competition). Formal
approval by the Management Council or an NCAA committee is not required. The action granting the
exception may be taken solely by the certifying institution, based on evidence that the conditions on
which the exception is authorized have been met (see Bylaw 14.02.12).

14.02.5  Good Academic Standing and Satisfactory Progress. The phrases “good academic stand-
ing” and “satisfactory progress” are to be interpreted at each member institution by the academic officials
who determine the meaning and application of such phrases for all students, subject to the controlling reg-
ulations of the institution; the conference(s) (or similar associations), if any, of which the institution is a
member, and applicable NCAA legislation (see Bylaw 14.4).

14.02.6  Intercollegiate Competition. Intercollegiate competition occurs when a student-athlete in
either a two-year or a four-year collegiate institution: (Revised: 1/10/95)

( a ) Represents the institution in any contest against outside competition, regardless of how the competi-
tion is classified (e.g., scrimmage, exhibition or joint practice session with another institution’s team)
or whether the student is enrolled in a minimum full-time program of studies; (Revised: 1/10/91)
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(b) Competes in the uniform of the institution or, during the academic year, utilizes any apparel
(excluding apparel no longer utilized by the institution) or equipment received from the institution
that includes institutional identification (see Bylaw 16.12.1.7 for regulations governing the use of
equipment during the summer); or (Revised: 1/16/93, 1/11/94)

( c ) Competes and receives expenses (e.g., transportation, meals, room or entry fees) from the institution
for the competition.

14.02.6.1  Exempted Events. Participation in events listed in Bylaw 16.8.1.3-(a) and (b) is exempted
from the application of this legislation. (Revised: 1/10/92)

14.02.7  National Team. A national team is one selected, organized and sponsored by the appropriate
national governing bodies of the United States Olympic Committee (or, for student-athletes representing
another nation, the equivalent organization of that nation, or, for student-athletes competing in a non-
Olympic sport, the equivalent organization of that sport). The selection for such a team shall be made on a
national qualification basis, either through a defined selective process or by actual tryouts, publicly
announced in advance. In addition, the international competition in question shall require that the
entrants officially represent their respective nations, although it is not necessary to require team scoring
by nation.

14.02.8  Participation in Intercollegiate Athletics. Participation in intercollegiate athletics occurs
when a student-athlete either practices in a sport (see Bylaw 17.02.1) or competes in a sport, as defined in
Bylaw 14.02.6. Eligibility rules for competition may differ from those for practice.

14.02.9  Qualification Status

14.02.9.1  Qualifier. A qualifier is a student who, for purposes of determining eligibility for financial
aid, practice and competition, has met all of the following requirements (see Bylaw 14.3):

( a ) Graduation from high school;

( b ) Successful completion of a required core curriculum consisting of a minimum number of courses in
specified subjects;

( c ) Specified minimum grade-point average in the core curriculum; and

( d ) Specified minimum SAT or ACT score.

14.02.9.2  Partial Qualifier. A partial qualifier is a student who does not meet the requirements for a
qualifier but who, at the time of graduation from high school, presents the core-curriculum grade-point
average and the corresponding ACT or SAT score set forth in Bylaw 14.3.2.1. (Revised: 1/10/91 effec-
tive 8/1/91, Revised: 1/10/92 effective 8/1/95, Revised: 1/10/95 effective 8/1/96, Revised: 1/9/96)

14.02.9.3  Nonqualifier. A nonqualifier is a student who has not graduated from high school or who, at
the time specified in the regulation (see Bylaw 14.3), presented neither the core-curriculum grade-
point average and SAT/ACT score required for a qualifier.

14.02.10  Residence. Residence is enrollment in a full-time academic program (as defined by the insti-
tution) at a collegiate institution during a regular term of an academic year. To satisfy an academic year of
residence, a student shall meet the requirements of Bylaw 14.5.1.1. A summer term may not be used to
satisfy a term of residence.

14.02.11  Transfer Student. A transfer student, in the application of NCAA eligibility requirements, is
a student who transfers from any collegiate institution after having met any one of the conditions set forth
in Bylaw 14.5.2.

14.02.12  W a i v er. A waiver is an action exempting an individual or institution from the application of a
specific regulation. A waiver requires formal approval (e.g., by the Management Council, an NCAA com-
mittee or a conference, as specified in the legislation) based on evidence of compliance with the specified
conditions or criteria under which the waiver is authorized (see Bylaw 14.02.4).

14.1  GENERAL ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
14.1.1  Postseason and Regular-Season Competition.  To be eligible for regular-season competition,
NCAA championships, and for postseason football bowl games sanctioned by the Association, the student-
athlete shall meet all of the Association’s general eligibility requirements and any additional eligibility
requirements adopted by the applicable membership division.

14.1.1.1  Ineligibility for Use of Banned Drugs. A student-athlete who is found to have utilized a sub-
stance on the list of banned drugs, as set forth in Bylaw 31.2.3.1, shall be declared ineligible for fur-
ther participation in postseason and regular-season competition in accordance with the ineligibility
provisions in Bylaw 18.4.1.5.1. (Adopted: 1/10/90 effective 8/1/90)

14.1.2  Validity of Academic Credentials. As a condition and obligation of membership, it is the
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responsibility of a member institution to determine the validity of the information on which the eligibility
of a student-athlete is based. Therefore, it is the responsibility of a member institution to determine
whether a transcript is valid for purposes of applying appropriate NCAA legislation to the eligibility of a
student-athlete when the institution receives notification, or otherwise has cause to believe, that a student-
athlete’s high-school, preparatory school or two-year college transcript is not valid.

14.1.2.1  Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse. An institution shall utilize an initial-eligibility clearing-
house approved by the Executive Committee to determine the validity of the information on which the
initial eligibility of a student-athlete is based. An institution may certify the initial eligibility of a stu-
dent-athlete who graduated from high school prior to the spring term of 1986. (Adopted: 1/16/93
effective 8/1/94 for student-athletes first entering a collegiate institution on or after 8/1/94, Revised:
1 / 1 0 / 9 5 )

14.1.3  Student-Athlete Statement

14.1.3.1  Content and Purpose.  Prior to participation in intercollegiate competition each academic year,
a student-athlete shall sign a statement in a form prescribed by the Management Council in which the
student athlete submits information related to eligibility, recruitment, financial aid, amateur status,
previous positive drug tests administered by any other athletics organization  and involvement in orga-
nized gambling activities related to intercollegiate or professional athletics competition under the
Association’s governing legislation. Failure to complete and sign the statement shall result in the stu-
dent-athlete’s ineligibility for participation in all intercollegiate competition. Violations of this bylaw do
not affect a student-athlete’s eligibility if the violation occurred due to an institutional administrative
error or oversight, and the student-athlete subsequently signs the form; however, the violation shall be
considered an institutional violation per Constitution 2.8.1. (Revised: 1/10/92 effective 8/1/92, Revised:
1/14/97, 2/19/97)

14.1.3.2  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . The institution shall administer this form individually to each student-
athlete prior to the individual’s participation in intercollegiate competition each year. Details about
the content, administration and disposition of the statement are set forth in Bylaw 30.12.

14.1.3.3  Institutional Responsibility—Notification of Positive Test. The institution shall promptly noti-
fy in writing the NCAA’s director of sports sciences regarding a student-athlete’s disclosure of a previous
positive test for banned substances administered by any other athletics organization. (Adopted: 1/14/97
effective 8/1/97)

14.1.4  Drug-Testing Consent Form

14.1.4.1  Content and Purpose. Each academic year a student-athlete shall sign a form prescribed by
the Management Council in which the student consents to be tested for the use of drugs prohibited by
NCAA legislation. Failure to complete and sign the consent form prior to practice or competition in
sports in which the Association conducts year-round drug testing and prior to competition in all other
sports shall result in the student-athlete’s ineligibility for participation (i.e., practice and competition)
in all intercollegiate athletics (see also Constitution 3.2.4.6). Violations of this bylaw do not affect a stu-
dent-athlete’s eligibility if the violation occurred due to an institutional administrative error or over-
sight, and the student-athlete subsequently signs the form; however, the violation shall be considered an
institutional violation per Constitution 2.8.1. (Adopted: 1/10/92 effective 8/1/92, Revised: 1/16/93,
1/10/95 effective 8/1/95, Revised: 1/14/97)

14.1.4.1.1  Exception—Nonrecruited Student-Athlete. A nonrecruited student-athlete in
sports other than those involved in the Association’s year-round drug-testing program may
participate in preseason practice activities prior to the team’s first contest/date of competition
without signing the drug-testing consent form. (Adopted: 1/11/94 effective 8/1/94, Revised:
1/10/95)

14.1.4.2  Administration. The institution shall administer the consent form individually to each stu-
dent-athlete (including recruited partial qualifiers and nonqualifiers) each academic year. Details
about the content, administration and disposition of the consent form are set forth in Bylaw 30.5.
(Adopted: 1/10/92 effective 8/1/92)

14.1.5  Admission and Enrollment

14.1.5.1  Admission. A student-athlete shall not represent an institution in intercollegiate athletics
competition unless the student has been admitted as a regularly enrolled, degree-seeking student in
accordance with the regular, published entrance requirements of that institution.

14.1.5.1.1  Special Admission. A student-athlete may be admitted under a special exception to
the institution’s normal entrance requirements if the discretionary authority of the chief executive
officer (or designated admissions officer or committee) to grant such exceptions is set forth in an
official document published by the university (e.g., official catalog) that describes the institution’s
admissions requirements.

132
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14.1.6  Full-Time Enrollment

14.1.6.1  Requirement for Practice. To be eligible to participate in organized practice sessions, a stu-
dent-athlete shall be enrolled in a minimum full-time program of studies leading to a baccalaureate or
equivalent degree as defined by the regulations of the certifying institution. The violation shall be con-
sidered an institutional violation per Constitution 2.8.1; however, it shall not affect the student-ath-
lete’s eligibility.  (Revised: 1/10/92, 10/28/99)

14.1.6.1.1  Practice Prior to Initial Enrollment. A student-athlete may practice during the official
vacation period immediately preceding initial enrollment, provided the student has been accepted
by the institution for enrollment in a regular, full-time program of studies at the time of the indi-
vidual’s initial participation; is no longer enrolled in the previous educational institution; and is
eligible under all institutional and NCAA requirements.

14.1.6.1.2  Drop/Add Course. A student-athlete no longer shall be considered enrolled in a mini-
mum full-time program of studies (after dropping a course that places the student below full-time
status) when the dropped course becomes official in accordance with procedures determined by the
institution for all students. A student who is adding a course to reach full-time status shall become
eligible for practice and competition once the course has been approved by the appropriate depart-
ment head (or designated representative) and submitted to the registrar. (Adopted: 1/10/92)

14.1.6.1.3  Exception, Final Semester/Quarter. A student-athlete with athletics eligibility remain-
ing may participate in organized practice sessions while enrolled in less than a minimum full-time
program of studies, provided the student is enrolled in the final semester or quarter of the bac-
calaureate program and the institution certifies that the student is carrying (for credit) the cours-
es necessary to complete the degree requirements, as determined by the faculty of the institution.

14.1.6.1.4  Withdrawal or Dismissal. A student-athlete who withdraws or is dismissed from an
institution is considered to be a prospective student-athlete eligible for recruitment by other
NCAA member institutions and may not continue to practice with the original institution’s team.

14.1.6.1.5  Exception—Practice during First Week of Class. A student-athlete may practice, but
may not compete, during the institution’s first five days of classes if the student-athlete is enrolled
in less than a minimum full-time program of studies, provided the student is otherwise eligible
under all institutional, conference and NCAA requirements. (Adopted: 1/10/95 effective 8/1/95)

14.1.6.1.6  Waiver—United States Olympic Committee/National Governing Body. A student with
eligibility remaining who is not enrolled or who is enrolled in less than a minimum full-time pro-
gram of studies or a former student-athlete may participate on a regular basis in organized prac-
tice sessions, provided the following conditions are met: ( A d o p t e d : 1/9/96, Revised: 1/14/97 e f f e c-
tive 8/1/97)

( a ) The practice sessions take place only at the institution(s) the individual previously attended
as an undergraduate or currently attends or previously attended as a graduate student;

( b ) The practice sessions involve an individual sport, rowing or synchronized swimming;

( c ) The United States Olympic Committee or national governing body (NGB) in the sport has rec-
ommended the individual’s participation;

( d ) The individual does not participate in any coaching activities unless the institution designates
the individual in the appropriate coaching limits; and

( e ) In the case of a student-athlete with NCAA eligibility remaining in the sport, such participa-
tion occurs only during the academic year immediately preceding the Olympic Games.

14.1.6.1.6.1  Administration. This waiver shall be approved by the conference members of the
Association or, in the case of independent institutions, by the Management Council. A member
institution shall submit a waiver request that includes documentation that demonstrates that
the conditions of Bylaw 14.1.6.1.6 have been met for each individual who wishes to participate
in the institution’s practice sessions. ( A d o p t e d : 1 / 9 / 9 6 )

14.1.6.2  Requirement for Competition. To be eligible for competition, a student-athlete shall be
enrolled in at least a minimum full-time program of studies leading to a baccalaureate or equivalent
degree as defined by the institution, which shall not be less than 12 semester or quarter hours.

14.1.6.2.1  Exceptions. The following exceptions to the minimum 12-semester or 12-quarter-hour
enrollment are permitted:

14.1.6.2.1.1  Competition Prior to Initial Enrollment. A student-athlete may compete during
the official vacation period immediately preceding initial enrollment, provided the student has
been accepted by the institution for enrollment in a regular, full-time program of studies at
the time of the individual’s initial participation; is no longer enrolled in the previous educa-
tional institution; and is eligible under all institutional and NCAA requirements.
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1 4 . 1 . 6 . 2 . 1 . 2 Eligibility between Terms. To be eligible for competition that takes place
between terms, the student-athlete shall:

( a ) Have been registered for the required minimum full-time load (see Bylaw 14.1.6.2.2) at
the conclusion of the term immediately preceding the date of competition, if the student is
continuing enrollment; or

( b ) Be accepted for enrollment as a regular full-time student for the regular term immediate-
ly following if the student is either continuing enrollment or beginning enrollment (also
see Bylaw 14.11). (Revised: 1/11/89)

1 4 . 1 . 6 . 2 . 1 . 3 Final Semester/Quarter. A student-athlete may compete while enrolled in less
than a minimum full-time program of studies, provided the student is enrolled in the final
semester or quarter of the baccalaureate program and the institution certifies that the stu-
dent is carrying (for credit) the courses necessary to complete degree requirements. The stu-
dent granted eligibility under this provision shall be eligible for any NCAA championship and
for any postseason certified bowl game or National Invitation Tournament that begins within
60 days following said semester or quarter, provided the student has not exhausted the five
years for completion of the individual’s four seasons of eligibility (see Bylaw 14.2). Thereafter,
the student shall forfeit eligibility in all sports, unless the student completes all degree
requirements during that semester or quarter and is eligible to receive the baccalaureate
diploma on the institution’s next degree-granting date. The Management Council, or a com-
mittee designated by the Management Council to act for it, may waive the 60-day require-
ment when an NCAA championship, postseason certified bowl game or National Invitation
Tournament is conducted at the conclusion of the traditional playing season but begins more
than 60 days following the end of said term. (Revised: 1/10/92, 1/16/93, 1/10/95)

1 4 . 1 . 6 . 2 . 1 . 4 Graduate Program. A student may compete while enrolled in a full-time gradu-
ate program as defined by the institution, but in any event not fewer than eight hours (see
Bylaw 14.1.7).

14.1.6.2.2  Full-Time Program—12-Hour Requirement. At the time of competition, a student-
athlete shall be enrolled in not less than 12-semester or -quarter hours, regardless of the institu-
tion’s definition of a minimum full-time program of studies.

14.1.6.2.2.1  Waivers.  Waivers may be granted to the minimum 12-semester or 12-quarter-
hour enrollment as follows:

1 4 . 1 . 6 . 2 . 2 . 1 . 1 Nontraditional Academic Calendars or Cooperative Education Programs.
A student-athlete in an institution, that determines enrollment hours on a basis other
than traditional semester or quarter hours or that conducts a cooperative educational pro-
gram, may compete, if at the time of competition the student is enrolled for a comparable
minimum academic load as determined by the Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet.

1 4 . 1 . 6 . 2 . 2 . 1 . 2 Olympic, Pan American, World Championships, World Cup or World
University Games. The Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet may waive the mini-
mum full-time enrollment requirement for any participant in the Olympic, Pan American,
World Championships, World Cup or World University Games who, because of such par-
ticipation, may lose eligibility for practice and competition in any sport. ( R e v i s e d :
1/10/91, 1/9/96)

1 4 . 1 . 6 . 2 . 2 . 1 . 3 Learning-Disabled and Handicapped Student-Athletes. T h e
Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet may waive the 12-hour requirement for a
learning-disabled or handicapped student-athlete when objective evidence demonstrates
that an institution defines full-time enrollment for that student-athlete to be less than 12
hours to accommodate for the student’s learning disability or handicap. ( A d o p t e d :
1 / 1 0 / 9 5 )

14.1.6.2.3  Noncredit Work. Hours of noncredit work (including remedial courses) may be counted
toward fulfilling the minimum full-time enrollment requirement, provided the noncredit work is
given the same academic load value and is considered by the institution to be a requirement for
the degree currently being pursued by the student.

14.1.6.2.4  Concurrent Courses at Two Institutions. Courses taken concurrently at a second insti-
tution may be counted toward meeting the minimum 12-hour enrollment requirement, provided:

( a ) The certifying institution officially recognizes the student’s combined hours as full-time enroll-
ment for a minimum of 12 hours; and

( b ) Courses taken at the second institution will be included on the student’s transcript at the
institution where the student is seeking the degree.
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14.1.6.2.5  Cooperative Educational Exchange Program. A student-athlete may represent the
certifying institution in intercollegiate athletics even though at the time of competition the stu-
dent is enrolled in another institution in a cooperative educational exchange program, provided:

( a ) The certifying institution considers the student to be regularly enrolled in a minimum full-
time program of studies; and

( b ) All work is placed on the student’s transcript and accepted toward his or her undergraduate
degree at the certifying institution.

14.1.6.2.6  Extension Courses. A student-athlete may use a combination of hours taken in resi-
dence during a regular term and extension courses taken from the certifying institution during
that term to meet the minimum 12-hour enrollment requirement, provided the institution consid-
ers enrollment in such extension courses as regular course enrollment for all students during term
t i m e . ( R e v i s e d : 1/11/94 effective 8/1/94)

14.1.6.2.7  Correspondence Courses. A student-athlete may not use a correspondence course to
meet the minimum 12-hour enrollment requirement.

14.1.7  Graduate Student/Postbaccalaureate Participation.  A student-athlete who is enrolled in a
graduate or professional school of the same institution from which he or she previously received a bac-
calaureate degree, a student-athlete who is enrolled and seeking a second baccalaureate or equivalent
degree at the same institution, or a student-athlete who has graduated and is continuing as a full-time stu-
dent at the same institution while taking course work that would lead to the equivalent of another major
or degree as defined and documented by the institution, may participate in intercollegiate athletics, provid-
ed the student has eligibility remaining and such participation occurs within the applicable five-year peri-
od set forth in Bylaw 14.2 (see also Bylaw 14.1.6.2.1.4). (Revised: 1/10/90, 1/16/93 effective 8/1/93)

14.1.7.1  One-Time Transfer Exception. A graduate student who is enrolled in a graduate program or
professional school of an institution other than the institution from which he or she previously
received a baccalaureate degree may participate in intercollegiate athletics if the student fulfills the
conditions of the one-time transfer exception set forth in Bylaw 14.5.5.2.10 and has eligibility remain-
ing per Bylaw 14.2. (Adopted: 1/9/96 effective 8/1/96 for those student-athletes who transfer to the
certifying institution on or after 8/1/96)

14.1.7.2  Foreign Student Exception. The remaining eligibility of a student who has received a foreign
postsecondary degree that is identified as a “baccalaureate” but is not equivalent to a United States
baccalaureate and who is entering an undergraduate program must be reviewed on a case-by-case
basis by the Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet and its Foreign-Student Records Committee.
(Adopted: 1/16/93)

14.1.7.3  NCAA Championship following Last Term of Eligibility. A student-athlete who is eligible
during the term in which degree work is completed (or is eligible as a graduate, per Bylaw 14.1.7)
remains eligible for any NCAA championship for any postseason certified bowl game or National
Invitation Tournament, that begins within 60 days after the end of the term in which the student com-
pletes the requirements for the degree (or graduate eligibility). The Management Council, or a commit-
tee designated by the Management Council to act for it, may waive the 60-day requirement when an
NCAA championship, postseason certified bowl game or National Invitation Tournament is conducted
at the conclusion of the traditional playing season but begins more than 60 days following the end of
said term. (Revised: 1/16/93, 1/10/95)

14.1.8  Change in Eligibility Status. If a student-athlete’s academic eligibility changes at the end of a quar-
ter or semester, the student-athlete shall become eligible or ineligible to compete on the date his or her eligibili-
ty officially is certified by the appropriate institutional authority. In a case in which the student becomes eligi-
ble at the end of the term, the earliest date on which the student can become eligible to compete is the day after
the date of the last scheduled examination listed in the institution’s official calendar for the term that is end-
ing. In a case in which the student becomes ineligible, the ineligibility shall become effective not later than the
first day of classes of the following semester or quarter. In any case, if the student-athlete is academically eligi-
ble to compete at the time of the student-athlete’s or the institution’s first participation in an NCAA champi-
onship, he or she shall remain eligible for the remainder of the championship.

14.2  SEASONS OF COMPETITION: FIVE-YEAR/10-SEMESTER RULE
A student-athlete shall not engage in more than four seasons of intercollegiate competition in any one
sport (see Bylaws 14.02.6 and 14.3.3). An institution shall not permit a student-athlete to represent it in
intercollegiate competition unless the individual completes all of his or her seasons of participation in all
sports within the time periods specified below:

14.2.1  Five-Year Rule. A student-athlete shall complete his or her seasons of participation within five
calendar years from the beginning of the semester or quarter in which the student-athlete first registered
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for a minimum full-time program of studies in a collegiate institution, with time spent in the armed ser-
vices, on official church missions or with recognized foreign aid services of the U.S. government being
excepted. For foreign students, service in the armed forces or on an official church mission of the student’s
home country is considered equivalent to such service in the United States.

14.2.1.1  Determining the Start of the Five-Year Period. For purposes of starting the count of time
under the five-year rule, a student-athlete shall be considered registered at a collegiate institution
(domestic or foreign; see Bylaw 14.02.3) when the student-athlete initially registers in a regular
term (semester or quarter) of an academic year for a minimum full-time program of studies, as
determined by the institution, and attends the student’s first day of classes for that term (see Bylaw
1 4 . 2 . 2 ) .

14.2.1.2  Service Exceptions to the Five-Year Rule. Time spent in the armed services, on official
church missions or with recognized foreign aid services of the U.S. government is excepted from the
application of the five-year rule. Among such services that qualify a student-athlete for an extension of
the five-year rule are:

( a ) Military Sea Transport Service;

( b ) Peace Corps; or

( c ) Service as a conscientious objector ordered by the Selective Service Commission (or the equivalent
authority in a foreign nation) in lieu of active military duty.

14.2.1.2.1  Elapsed Time/Service to Enrollment. If a student-athlete enrolls in a regular term of a
collegiate institution at the first opportunity following completion of any one of the commitments
described in the exceptions to this bylaw, the elapsed time (i.e., the exact number of calendar days)
between completion of the commitment and the first opportunity for enrollment may be added to
the exact number of days served on active duty in the armed services, with foreign aid services or
on official church missions and will not count toward the student-athlete’s five years of eligibility.
It is not permissible to extend the five-year period by any additional time beyond the first opportu-
nity to enroll; i.e., the opening day of classes of the first regular term at the institution in which
the student-athlete enrolls as a regular student immediately following the termination of the
active-duty commitment.

14.2.1.2.2  Collegiate Enrollment Concurrent with Service Assignment. Any time in which a stu-
dent athlete is enrolled for a minimum full-time load as a regular student in a collegiate institu-
tion while simultaneously on active duty in the United States military, on an official church mis-
sion or with a recognized foreign aid service of the United States government shall count against
the five calendar years in which the four seasons of eligibility must be completed.

14.2.1.3  Pregnancy Exception. A member institution may approve a one-year extension of the five-
year period of eligibility for a female student-athlete for reasons of pregnancy.

14.2.1.4  Female Student-Athletes Who Enrolled Prior to 1981-82. A female student-athlete whose
initial collegiate enrollment occurred prior to the establishment of women’s championships by the
NCAA (1981-82 academic year) shall not be subject to the five-year rule but shall be subject to the 10-
semester/15-quarter rule applicable in Divisions II and III. (Adopted: 1/16/93)

14.2.1.5  Athletics Activities Waiver. The Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet, or a committee
designated by it, shall have the authority to waive this provision by a two-thirds majority of its mem-
bers present and voting to permit student-athletes to participate in:

( a ) Official Pan American, World Championships, World Cup, World University and Olympic train-
ing, tryouts and competition; (Revised: 1/10/91, 1/9/96)

( b ) Officially recognized training and competition directly qualifying participants for final Olympic
tryouts; or

( c ) Official tryouts and competition involving national teams sponsored by the appropriate national
governing bodies of the U.S. Olympic Committee (or, for student-athletes representing another
nation, the equivalent organization of that nation, or, for student-athletes competing in a non-
Olympic sport, the equivalent organization of that sport).

14.2.1.5.1  Athletics Activity Waiver Criteria. Extensions of the five-year period of eligibility for
student-athletes by the Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet, or its designated committee,
shall be based on the following criteria: The member institution in which the student-athlete is
enrolled must establish to the satisfaction of the Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet (by
objective evidence) that the student-athlete was unable to participate in intercollegiate athletics
as a result of participation in one of the activities listed in the above legislation for a specific peri-
od of time. Further, such an extension shall be limited to one time and for a period not to exceed
one year per student-athlete, per sport.  (Revised: 8/11/98)
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14.2.1.6  Additional Waivers. The Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet, or a committee designat-
ed by the Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet to act for it, by a two-thirds majority of its mem-
bers present and voting, may approve such additional waivers to the five-year rule as it deems appro-
priate. (See Bylaw 30.6.1 for criteria.)

14.2.2  Additional Applications of the Five-Year Rule

14.2.2.1  Athletics Competition. Even though a student is enrolled for less than a minimum full-time
program of studies at a collegiate institution, the student’s five-year period of eligibility begins if the
individual represents the institution in intercollegiate athletics.

14.2.2.2  Nonrecognized College. Enrollment in a postsecondary, noncollegiate institution (e.g., tech-
nical school, seminary or business college) in the United States that is not listed as a college and coded
with an H in the United States Department of Education’s Directory of Postsecondary Institutions
constitutes enrollment in the application of the five-year rule only if: (Revised: 1/10/90)

( a ) The student is enrolled in a minimum full-time program of studies at such an institution that con-
ducts an intercollegiate athletics program; or

( b ) The student, whether enrolled for a minimum full-time program of studies or not, represents the
institution in intercollegiate athletics.

14.2.2.3  Joint College/High-School Program. A student-athlete’s eligibility under the five-year rule
does not begin while a student is enrolled in a collegiate institution in a joint high-school/college acade-
mic program for outstanding high-school students, in which the courses count as both high-school
graduation credit and college credit, provided the student is classified as a special student, is not con-
sidered by the college to be regularly matriculated and is not eligible for the college’s extracurricular
activities, including athletics.

14.2.2.4  Vocational Program. A student-athlete’s eligibility under the five-year rule does not begin
while the student is enrolled in a minimum full-time program of studies as a part of a special vocation-
al program that combines enrollment in regular college courses and participation in vocational train-
ing courses, provided the student is not considered to be regularly matriculated by the institution, does
not go through the customary registration and testing procedures required of all regular entering stu-
dents and is not eligible for the institution’s extracurricular activities, including athletics.

14.2.2.5  Eligibility for Practice. A student-athlete receiving institutional financial aid after having
engaged in four seasons of intercollegiate competition in a sport may continue to take part in organized,
institutional practice sessions in that sport without being a counter (see Bylaw 15.02.3), provided the
individual has eligibility remaining under the five-year rule.

14.2.3  Criteria for Determining Season of Eligibility

14.2.3.1  Minimum Amount of Competition. Any competition [including a scrimmage with outside
competition (except for approved two-year college scrimmages per Bylaw 14.2.3.1.1)], regardless of
time, during a season in an intercollegiate sport shall be counted as a season of competition in that
sport. This provision is applicable to intercollegiate athletics competition conducted by a two-year or
four-year collegiate institution at the varsity or subvarsity level. ( R e v i s e d : 1 / 1 1 / 9 4 )

14.2.3.1.1  Exception—Two-Year College Scrimmages. Participation in a two-year college scrim-
mage shall be exempt from counting as a season of competition, provided the competition meets
all of the following conditions: (Adopted: 1/11/94)

( a ) The scrimmage is approved by the two-year college;

( b ) No official score is kept;

( c ) No admission is charged;

( d ) No official time is kept;

( e ) The scrimmage is played prior to the two-year college’s first regularly scheduled outside com-
petition; and

( f ) The student-athlete participates in not more than two such scrimmages or dates of competi-
tion per academic year.

14.2.3.2  Te n n i s . Subsequent to graduating from high school (or the international equivalent as speci-
fied in the NCAA Guide to International Academic Standards for Athletics Eligibility), a student-ath-
lete shall have one year in order to be immediately eligible and retain the opportunity for four seasons
of competition upon initial, full-time collegiate enrollment. The student also must meet all applicable
N C A A , institutional and conference eligibility requirements. A student who does not enroll in a colle-
giate institution as a full-time student during that one-year time period shall be subject to the follow-
i n g : ( A d o p t e d : 1/9/96 effective 8/1/97 for those student-athletes first entering a collegiate institution
on or after 8/1/97)
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( a ) The student-athlete shall be charged with a season of intercollegiate tennis eligibility for each cal-
endar year subsequent to the one-year time period (i.e., from the time of graduation through the fol-
lowing summer) and prior to full-time collegiate enrollment during which the student-athlete has
participated in organized tennis events (per Bylaw 14.2.3.5.3).

( b ) Subsequent to the one-year time period, if the student-athlete has engaged in organized tennis
events (per Bylaw 14.2.3.5.3), upon matriculation at the certifying institution, the student-athlete
must fulfill an academic year in residence before being eligible to represent the institution in
intercollegiate tennis competition.

14.2.3.3  Track and Field and Cross Country. Cross country, indoor track and field, and outdoor track
and field shall be considered separate sports. (Revised: 1/10/90)

14.2.3.4  Intercollegiate Competition. A student-athlete is considered to have engaged in a season
of intercollegiate competition when he or she competes in an athletics event involving any one of
the conditions characterizing intercollegiate competition (per Bylaw 14.02.6).

14.2.3.5  Participation after 21st Birthday. Any participation as an individual or a team representa-
tive in organized sports competition by a student during each 12-month period after the student’s 21st
birthday and prior to initial full-time enrollment in a collegiate institution shall count as one year of
varsity competition in that sport. Participation in organized competition during time spent in the U.S.
armed services shall be excepted. (Revised: 1/10/90, 1/16/93, 1/10/95 effective 8/1/95 for those stu-
dent-athletes first entering a collegiate institution on or after 8/1/95, Revised: 1/9/96 effective 8/1/96
for those student-athletes first entering a collegiate institution on or after 8/1/92)

14.2.3.5.1  Track and Field and Cross Country. A prospective student-athlete who participates in out-
side competition after the student’s 21st birthday and prior to intial full-time enrollment in a colle-
giate institution during a cross country, indoor track and field or outdoor track and field sports season
(as opposed to general road racing events) would be charged with at least one season of competition in
the sport in which the student participated. (Adopted: 1/10/92, Revised: 1/10/95 effective 8/1/95 for
those student-athletes first entering a collegiate institution on or after 8/1/95, Revised: 1/9/96 effective
8/1/96 for those student-athletes first entering a collegiate institution on or after 8/1/92)

14.2.3.5.2  Road Racing. A prospective student-athlete who participates in road racing activities
after the student’s 21st birthday and prior to initial full-time enrollment in a collegiate institution
shall be charged with at least one season of competition in each of the sports of cross country,
indoor track and field and outdoor track and field. (Revised: 1/10/95 effective 8/1/95 for those
student-athletes first entering a collegiate institution on or after 8/1/95, Revised: 1/9/96 effective
8/1/96 for those student-athletes first entering a collegiate institution on or after 8/1/92)

14.2.3.5.3  Organized Competition. Athletics competition shall be considered organized if any one
of the following conditions exists:

( a ) Competition is scheduled and publicized in advance;

( b ) Official score is kept;

( c ) Individual or team standings are maintained;

( d ) Official timer or game officials are used;

( e ) Admission is charged;

( f ) Teams are regularly formed or team rosters are predetermined;

( g ) Team uniforms are utilized;

( h ) A team is privately or commercially sponsored; or

( i ) The competition is either directly or indirectly sponsored, promoted or administered by an
individual, an organization or any other agency.

14.2.3.6  Foreign-Tour Competition. A student-athlete who did not compete during the institution’s
season just completed and who represents the institution in a certified foreign tour after that intercol-
legiate season and prior to the start of the next academic year or the first regular squad practice,
whichever occurs earlier, shall not be charged with a season of competition (see Bylaw 30.7.2).
( R e v i s e d : 8/11/98, effective immediately for tours conducted during the 1998-99 academic year and
thereafter, Revised: 2/16/00)

14.2.4  Hardship Waiver. A student-athlete may be granted an additional year of competition by the
conference or the Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet for reasons of “hardship.” Hardship is defined
as an incapacity resulting from an injury or illness that has occurred under all of the following conditions:

( a ) The incapacitating injury or illness occurs in one of the four seasons of intercollegiate competition at
any two-year or four-year collegiate institution; (Revised: 1/10/92 effective 8/1/92)
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( b ) The injury or illness occurs prior to the completion of the first half of the playing season that concludes
with the NCAA championship in that sport (measured by the number of scheduled contests or dates of
competition not exceeding the maximum limitations in each sport as set forth in Bylaw 17 as set prior to
the first scheduled contest or date of competition) and results in incapacity to compete for the remainder
of that playing season; and  (Revised: 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97, Revised: 4/26/01 effective 8/1/01)

( c ) The injury or illness occurs when the student-athlete has not participated in more than two contests or
dates of competition (whichever is applicable to that sport) or 20 percent (whichever number is greater) of
the institution’s scheduled contests or dates of competition in his or her sport. Only scheduled competition
(excluding scrimmages and exhibition contests) against outside participants during the playing season
that concludes with the NCAA championship, or, if so designated, during the official NCAA championship
playing season in that sport (e.g., spring baseball, fall soccer), shall be countable under this limitation in
calculating both the number of contests or dates of competition in which the student-athlete has partici-
pated and the number of completed contests or dates of competition during that season in the sport.
(Revised: 1/10/92, 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97, Revised: 4/26/01 effective 8/1/01)

14.2.4.1  Additional Criteria—Two-Year College Hardship. Institutions shall apply the following addi-
tional conditions if the injury or illness occurred at a two-year college: (Adopted: 1/10/92 effective
8/1/92, Revised: 1/11/94)

( a ) The appropriate two-year college athletics association (e.g., National Junior College Athletic
Association, Community College League of California) shall review and approve each hardship
waiver request;

( b ) Subsequent to approval by the appropriate two-year college athletics association, the request shall
be reviewed and approved by the appropriate NCAA member conference or, in the case of an inde-
pendent member institution, by the Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet, to ensure compli-
ance with the provisions of NCAA legislation;

( c ) Waiver requests shall be submitted only from two-year college organizations that apply the same
or more stringent rules related to the administration of hardship waivers (i.e., compliance with all
of the regulations of Bylaw 14.2.4); and

( d ) Each waiver request must be accompanied by a signed statement by the physician who treated
the student-athlete, indicating the reason(s) why the injury or illness was incapacitating.

14.2.4.2  Administration of Hardship Waiver. The hardship waiver shall be administered by the mem-
ber conferences of the Association or, in the case of an independent member institution, by the
Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet.

14.2.4.3  Criteria for Administration of Hardship Waiver. The following criteria are to be employed in
the administration of the hardship waiver:

14.2.4.3.1  Nature of Injury/Illness. It is not necessary for the incapacitating injury or illness to be the
direct result of the student’s participation in the institution’s organized practice or game competition.
The student-athlete may qualify for the hardship waiver as a result of any incapacitating injury or ill-
ness occurring after the individual becomes a student-athlete by reporting on call for regular squad
practice or after attending the first day of classes as a full-time student at a member institution.

14.2.4.3.2  Medical Documentation. Contemporaneous or other appropriate medical documenta-
tion, from a physician (i.e., a medical doctor) who administered care at the time of the injury or ill-
ness, that establishes the student-athlete’s inability to compete as a result of that injury or illness
shall be submitted with any hardship-waiver request.  (Adopted: 4/20/99, Revised: 2/22/01)

14.2.4.3.3 First-Half-of-Season Calculation. In determining if an injury or illness occurs in the first
half of the season that concludes with the NCAA championship in a sport with an odd number of
scheduled contests or dates of competition, the injury or illness must have occurred prior to the begin-
ning of the scheduled varsity contest or date of competition that starts the second half of the season
that concludes with the NCAA championship (e.g., an injury or illness occurring at any time after the
beginning of the scheduled sixth game of an 11-game football schedule would be considered to be after
the first half of the institution’s season and would not qualify the student-athlete for a hardship waiv-
e r ) . (Revised: 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97, Revised: 4/26/01 effective 8/1/01)

14.2.4.3.4  Reinjury in Second Half of Season. A student-athlete who suffers an injury in the first
half of the season that concludes with the NCAA championship, attempts to return to competition
during the second half of that season and then is unable to participate further as a result of aggra-
vating the original injury does not qualify for the hardship waiver.

14.2.4.3.5  Percent Calculation. The following requirements are to be met in determining the per-
cent calculation under this waiver provision: (Note: The percent calculation requirements set forth
in Bylaws 14.2.4 and 14.2.4.3.5 apply only to the waiver provisions of this section and do not apply
to the maximum- and minimum-contests requirements in Bylaw 20.)
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14.2.4.3.5.1 Denominator in Percent Computation. The denominator in the institution’s per-
cent calculation shall be based on the institution’s number of s c h e d u l e d varsity contests or
dates of competition [see Bylaw 14.2.4-(c)] as computed for playing and practice season purpos-
es in Bylaw 17 for the applicable sport. (Note: Exempted events in Bylaw 17 are included in the
percent calculation, except as provided in Bylaw 14.2.4.3.5.3.) (Revised: 1/14/97 e f f e c t i v e
8/1/97, Revised: 2/11/98, 4/26/01 effective 8/1/01)

14.2.4.3.5.2 Fraction in Percent Computation. Any computation of the percent limitation that
results in a fractional portion of a contest or date of competition shall be rounded to the next
whole number (e.g., 20 percent of a 28-game basketball schedule—5.6 games—shall be con-
sidered six games). (Revised: 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97)

14.2.4.3.5.3 Conference Championships. A conference championship shall be counted as one
contest or date of competition in determining the institution’s scheduled contests or dates of
competition in that sport, regardless of the number of days or games involved in the champi-
onship. However, for purposes of this regulation, the calculation of scheduled contests or dates
of competition in a particular season does not include postseason competition conducted sub-
sequent to the completion of the institution’s regular-season schedule and conference tourna-
m e n t . (Revised: 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97, Revised: 4/26/01 effective 8/1/01)

14.2.4.3.5.4  Transfer Student-Athletes. The calculation for percentage of s c h e d u l e d contests or
dates of competition for a transfer student-athlete may be based on the method that would be most
beneficial to the student-athlete (i.e., the rule applicable to the division where the injury or illness
occurred or the Division I rule).  (Adopted: 11/12/97, Revised: 4/26/01 effective 8/1/01)

14.2.4.3.6  Foreign-Tour Competition. A student-athlete who qualifies for a hardship for the pre-
vious academic year would not utilize a season of competition if the student-athlete represents the
institution on a certified foreign tour during the summer-vacation period at the conclusion of that
academic year. (Adopted: 1/10/92, Revised: 4/26/01)

14.2.5  Season-of-Competition Waiver. In conjunction with a request for restoration of eligibility and
any conditions imposed thereon per Bylaw 14.12, a student-athlete may be granted an additional season of
competition by the Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet when the student-athlete participated in a
limited amount of competition as a result of a good-faith, erroneous formal declaration of eligibility by the
institution’s appropriate certifying authority; or the student-athlete’s good-faith, erroneous reliance on a
coaching staff member’s decision to put the student-athlete into competition prior to the coaching staff mem-
ber receiving a formal declaration of the student-athlete’s eligibility from the institution’s appropriate certi-
fying authority. The competition must have occurred under all of the following conditions: ( A d o p t e d :
1/16/93, Revised: 4 / 2 0 / 9 9 )

( a ) The competition occurred while the student-athlete was representing an NCAA member institution;

( b ) The competition occurred within 60 days of the date the student-athlete first reported for athletics par-
t i c i p a t i o n ;

( c ) The student-athlete did not participate in more than two events or 10 percent (whichever number is
greater) of the institution’s completed events in his or her sport. All competition (including a scrimmage)
against outside participants shall be countable under this limitation in calculating both the number of
events in which the student-athlete participated and the number of completed events during that season
(both segments) in the sport;  (Revised: 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97)

( d ) The student-athlete was involved innocently and inadvertently in the erroneous determination or declara-
tion of eligibility, which permitted the student-athlete to compete while ineligible; and  (Revised: 4/20/99)

( e ) In the case of a coaching staff member’s erroneous decision, the student-athlete had reason to believe
he or she would be eligible to participate, and the student-athlete did not contribute to the coaching
staff member’s erroneous decision to allow the student-athlete to participate.  (Adopted: 4/20/99)

14.2.5.1  Administrative Criteria. The following criteria shall be employed in the administration of the
season-of-competition waiver: (Adopted: 1/16/93)

14.2.5.1.1  Ten-Percent Calculation. The requirements specified in Bylaw 14.2.4.3.5 shall apply to
the 10-percent calculation specified in this waiver. (Adopted: 1/16/93)

14.3  FRESHMAN ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS

See Figures 14-1 (core-curriculum and grade-point average requirements for initial eligibility), 14-2
(definition of a partial qualifier and nonqualifier), 14-3 (relationships between academic require-
ments, recruitment, financial aid and eligibility for high-school graduates), 14-4 (initial eligibility), 14-
5 and 14-6 (academic requirements for eligibility for two-year college transfers) and 14-7 (application
of satisfactory-progress requirements), beginning on page 167.

Seasons of Competition/14.2.4.3.5.1—Freshman Academic Requirements/14.3
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14.3.1  Eligibility for Financial Aid, Practice and Competition. A student-athlete who enrolls in a
member institution as an entering freshman with no previous full-time college attendance shall meet the
following academic requirements, as certified by an initial-eligibility clearinghouse approved by the
Executive Committee, and any applicable institutional and conference regulations, to be considered a qual-
ifier and thus be eligible for financial aid, practice and competition during the first academic year in resi-
dence. In the sport of tennis, an entering freshman also shall fulfill the eligibility requirements specified in
Bylaw 14.2.3.2 to be eligible for competition. (Revised: 1/16/93 effective 8/1/94, Revised: 1/9/96 effective
8/1/97 for those student-athletes first entering a collegiate institution on or after 8/1/97)

14.3.1.1 Qualifier. A qualifier is defined as one who is a high-school graduate and who presented the
following academic qualifications: (Revised: 1/10/92 effective 8/1/95)

( a ) A minimum cumulative grade-point average as specified in Bylaw 14.3.1.1.1 (based on a maxi-
mum 4.000) in a successfully completed core curriculum of at least 13 academic courses per Bylaw
14.3.1.2, including the following:

E n g l i s h (Revised: 1/16/93 effective 8/1/96) 4 years

M a t h e m a t i c s (two years of mathematics courses 2 years
at the level of Algebra I or higher)
(Revised: 1/16/93 effective 8/1/96;
Revised: 1/11/94 effective 8/1/96;
Revised: 1/11/00 effective 8/1/00 for those
student-athletes first entering a collegiate
institution on or after 8/1/00)

Natural or physical science (including at least one 2 years
laboratory course if offered by the high school)

Additional courses in English, mathematics, 1 year
or natural or physical science (Revised: 1/16/93
effective 8/1/96)

Social science 2 years

Additional academic courses 2 years
[in any of the above areas or foreign language,
computer science, philosophy or nondoctrinal religion
(e.g., comparative religion) courses]

The record of the above courses and course grades must be certified by the initial-eligibility clear-
inghouse using an official high-school transcript or official correspondence forwarded directly from
the high school or upon a high-school transcript forwarded by an institution’s admissions office,
a n d (Revised: 2/9/95)

( b ) A minimum combined score on the SAT verbal and math sections or a minimum sum score on the
ACT as specified in Bylaw 14.3.1.1.1. The required SAT or ACT score must be achieved under
national testing conditions on a national testing date [i.e., no residual (campus) testing or regional
testing dates]. (Revised: 1/10/90, 1/10/92, 1/16/93)

14.3.1.1.1 Initial-Eligibility Index. Freshmen may establish eligibility using the following eligibility
i n d e x : (Adopted: 1/10/92 effective 8/1/95, Revised: 1/10/95 effective 8/1/96, Revised: 1 / 9 / 9 6
effective 8/1/96 for those student-athletes first entering a collegiate institution on or after 8/1/96)

Core GPA S A T S u m A C T
2.500 & above 8 2 0 6 8

2 . 4 7 5 8 3 0 6 9
2 . 4 5 0 8 4 0 - 8 5 0 7 0
2 . 4 2 5 8 6 0 7 0
2 . 4 0 0 8 6 0 7 1
2 . 3 7 5 8 7 0 7 2
2 . 3 5 0 8 8 0 7 3
2 . 3 2 5 8 9 0 7 4
2 . 3 0 0 9 0 0 7 5
2 . 2 7 5 9 1 0 7 6
2 . 2 5 0 9 2 0 7 7
2 . 2 2 5 9 3 0 7 8
2 . 2 0 0 9 4 0 7 9
2 . 1 7 5 9 5 0 8 0
2 . 1 5 0 9 6 0 8 0
2 . 1 2 5 9 6 0 8 1
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Core GPA S A T S u m A C T
2 . 1 0 0 9 7 0 8 2
2 . 0 7 5 9 8 0 8 3
2 . 0 5 0 9 9 0 8 4
2 . 0 2 5 1 0 0 0 8 5
2 . 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 8 6

14.3.1.2  Core-Curriculum Requirements. For purposes of meeting the core-curriculum requirement
to establish eligibility at a member institution, a “core course” must meet all the following criteria:
(Revised: 1/11/00 effective 8/1/00 for those student-athletes first entering a collegiate institution on or
after 8/1/00)

( a ) A course must be a recognized academic course and qualify for high-school graduation credit in
one or a combination of the following areas: English, mathematics, natural/physical science, social
science, foreign language, computer science or nondoctrinal religion/philosophy;

( b ) A course must be considered college preparatory by the high school. College preparatory is defined
for these purposes as any course that prepares a student academically to enter a four-year colle-
giate institution upon graduation from high school;

( c ) A mathematics course must be at the level of Algebra I or a higher level mathematics course;

( d ) A course must be taught by a qualified instructor as defined by the appropriate academic authori-
ty (e.g., high school, school district or state agency with authority of such matters); and

( e ) A course must be taught at or above the high school’s regular academic level (i.e., remedial, special
education or compensatory courses shall not be considered core courses). However, the prohibition
against the use of remedial or compensatory courses is not applicable to courses designed for stu-
dent’s with learning disabilities (see Bylaw 14.3.1.2.1.1).

14.3.1.2.1  Core-Curriculum Time Limitation. Generally, only courses completed in grades nine
through 12 may be considered core courses, unless a student repeats a regular term or academ-
ic year of secondary studies following completion of the requirements necessary for high-school
graduation. In the latter instance, if the core-curriculum requirements are completed during a
repeated term, the student’s initial, full-time collegiate enrollment shall not occur until the fol-
lowing academic year, and the core-curriculum courses used to satisfy the requirements of
Bylaw 14.3 must be taken at the high school from which the student completes the require-
ments necessary for high-school graduation. Courses taken following the completion of the stu-
dent’s eighth semester (e.g., summer school after the senior year) shall not be used to satisfy
core-curriculum requirements, except as provided in Bylaw 14.3.1.2.1.1. (Revised: 1/10/90,
9/15/97)

14.3.1.2.1.1  Students with Learning Disabilities. A student diagnosed with a learning disabil-
ity is permitted to use all core courses completed prior to initial full-time enrollment at a colle-
giate institution. The determination as to whether courses taken at a high school are core
courses shall be made on the basis of the 48-H confirmation statement issued to the high
school where the student completed the classes. Courses taken at a collegiate institution must
be approved by the Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet. (Adopted: 1/14/97 effective
8 / 1 / 9 7 )

14.3.1.2.2  Nontraditional Courses. Courses taught via the Internet, distance learning, indepen-
dent study, individualized instruction, correspondence, and courses taught by similar means may
be used to satisfy NCAA core-course requirements if all of the following conditions are satisfied:
(Adopted: 1/11/00 effective 8/1/00 for those student-athletes first entering a collegiate institution
on or after 8/1/00)

( a ) The course meets all requirements for a core course as defined in Bylaw 14.3.1.2;

( b ) The instructor and the student have access to one another during the duration of the course
for purposes of teaching, evaluating and providing assistance to the student;

( c ) Evaluation of the student’s work is conducted by the appropriate academic authorities in
accordance with the high school’s established academic policies; and

( d ) The course is acceptable for any student and is placed on the high-school transcript.

14.3.1.2.3  College Courses. College courses may be utilized to satisfy core-curriculum require-
ments if accepted by the high school, provided the courses are accepted for any other student,
meet all other requirements for core courses and are placed on the student’s high-school tran-
s c r i p t .

14.3.1.2.4  English as a Second Language Course. It is permissible to use an advanced level
English as a Second Language (ESL) course to satisfy core-curriculum requirements, provided it is
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reviewed through the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Waiver process. Other ESL courses taught in disci-
plines other than English (e.g., social studies) may satisfy a core-course requirement, provided
they are qualitatively and quantitatively the same as the comparison course in the regular-course
offering.  ( A d o p t e d : 1 1 / 1 7 / 9 8 )

14.3.1.2.5  Courses for Students with Disabilities. The Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet
may approve the use of high-school courses for students with disabilities to fulfill the core-curricu-
lum requirements, even if such courses appear to be taught at a level below the high school’s regu-
lar academic instructional level (e.g., special education courses), if the high-school principal submits
a written statement to the NCAA indicating that the courses are substantially comparable, quanti-
tatively and qualitatively, to similar core-course offerings in that academic discipline. Students
with disabilities still must complete the required core courses and achieve the minimum required
grade-point average in this core curriculum. The fact that the title of a course includes a designa-
tion such as “remedial,” “special education,” “special needs,” or other similar titles used for courses
designed for students with learning disabilities does not, in and of itself, disqualify a course from
satisfying core-curriculum requirements. (Revised: 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97, Revised: 2/11/98)

14.3.1.2.6  Grade Value of Core Courses. The following grade values are to be used in determin-
ing a student’s grade-point average in the core courses: A = 4 quality points, B = 3 quality points,
C = 2 quality points, D = 1 quality point. In determining the core-curriculum grade-point average,
each grade earned in a course (including all numerical grades) must be converted to this 4.000
scale on an individual-course basis. Pluses or minuses within a grade level shall not receive
greater or lesser quality points. A school’s normal practice of weighting honors or advanced cours-
es may be used to compute the quality points awarded in those courses and the cumulative grade-
point average, provided a written statement verifying the grading policy accompanies the prospec-
tive student-athlete’s official grade transcript. An honors or advanced course shall receive no
greater than 1.000 additional quality point (e.g., A=5.000). In calculating the grade in a weighted
honors or advanced course, if a high school does not assign quality points to its courses, quality
points shall be added to each course prior to calculating the student’s grade-point average and not
added to a student’s cumulative core-course grade-point average. The core-curriculum grade-point
average may be calculated using the student’s 13 best grades from courses that meet the distribu-
tion requirements of the core curriculum. Additional core courses (beyond the 13 required) may be
used to meet the core-curriculum grade-point average, provided the distribution requirements are
m e t . (Revised: 1/10/92 effective 8/1/95, Revised: 1/14/97, 3/10/98)

14.3.1.2.7  Pass-Fail Grades. Courses that are awarded pass-fail grades may be used to satisfy core-
curriculum requirements. The NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse shall assign the course the
lowest passing grade that the high school assigns for a pass-fail course. (Revised: 1/14/97 e f f e c t i v e
8/1/97, Revised: 4/15/97)

14.3.1.2.8  Repeat Courses. A repeated course may be used only once to satisfy core-curriculum
requirements. The best grade in that course may be used to calculate the grade-point average in
the core curriculum.

14.3.1.2.9  Multiple High-School Attendance. For a student-athlete who attends more than one
high school, a Form 48-H (core-course form) and an official transcript from each high school the
student-athlete attended must be utilized. However, the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse
may receive the official transcript from either the student-athlete’s original high school or the high
school from which the student-athlete graduated. (Adopted: 1/10/92, Revised: 4/22/98 effective
8/1/98 for all entering freshmen whose initial eligibility will be certified by the Initial-Eligibility
Clearinghouse for the 1998-99 academic year and thereafter)

14.3.1.3  Test-Score Requirements. The minimum required SAT or ACT score [see Bylaw 14.3.1.1-(b)]
must be achieved under national testing conditions on a national testing date [i.e., no residual (cam-
pus) testing or regional testing dates].

14.3.1.3.1  Test-Score Time Limitation.  The minimum required SAT or ACT score shall be
achieved prior to the individual’s first full-time enrollment in a collegiate institution. ( R e v i s e d :
1/11/89, 1/16/93, 1/10/95)

14.3.1.3.2  Combined Test Scores. For students utilizing the SAT examination, the highest
scores achieved on the verbal and mathematics sections of the SAT from two different national
testing dates may be combined in determining whether the student has met the minimum test-
score requirements. For students utilizing the ACT examination, the highest scores achieved on
the individual subtests of the ACT from more than one national testing date may be combined in
determining whether the student’s sum score has met the minimum test-score requirement.

14.3.1.3.3  Nonstandard Test Administration. The Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet m a y
approve the use of scores achieved during a nonstandard administration of the SAT or ACT for
learning-disabled or handicapped students. A student who takes a nonstandard SAT or ACT still
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must achieve the minimum required test score; however, the test does not have to be administered
on a national testing date.

14.3.1.4  Requirements Applicable to Entering Freshman. In the application of the freshman acade-
mic requirements set forth in this section, a student-athlete shall meet either the initial-eligibility
requirements for a qualifier in effect at the time of the student’s graduation from high school or the
initial-eligibility requirements in effect at the time of the student-athlete’s initial enrollment in a col-
legiate institution.

14.3.1.5  Early Admissions Program Waiver. A waiver may be granted by the A c a d e m i c s /
Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet for a student who left high school after completion of the junior year or
during the senior year to enter a member institution under an early admissions program (open to stu-
dents solely on the basis of outstanding academic performance and promise), provided the following
conditions are met: (Revised: 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97)

( a ) For the last four semesters completed in high school, the student maintained a cumulative, mini-
mum grade-point average of 3.500 (based on a maximum of 4.000) and ranked in the top 20 per-
cent of the student’s class;

( b ) The student has not met the requirements for graduation from high school; and

( c ) Any remaining deficiency must be in the core-course area of English (i.e., the student is lacking
only the fourth year of English).  (Revised: 4/15/97)

14.3.1.6  Other Management Council-Authorized Waivers. The A c a d e m i c s / E l i g i b i l i t y / C o m p l i a n c e
Cabinet shall have the authority to authorize additional waivers of the initial-eligibility requirements
of this legislation based on objective evidence that demonstrates circumstances in which a student’s
overall academic record warrants the waiver of the normal application of this regulation. The
Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet shall establish the process for granting such waivers, shall
monitor the actions taken under this authorization and shall report annually to the membership the
actions taken, in summary, aggregate form.

14.3.2  Eligibility for Financial Aid, Practice and Competition—Partial Qualifier and
N o n q u a l i f i e r

14.3.2.1  Partial Qualifier.  A partial qualifier is a student who does not meet the requirements for a
qualifier but who, at the time of graduation from high school, presents the following core-curriculum
grade-point average and the corresponding ACT or SAT score: (Revised: 1/10/91 effective 8/1/91,
Revised: 1/10/92 effective 8/1/95, Revised: 1/10/95 effective 8/1/96, Revised: 1/9/96)

Core GPA SAT Sum AC T
2.750 & above 7 2 0 5 9

2 . 7 2 5 7 3 0 5 9
2 . 7 0 0 7 3 0 6 0
2 . 6 7 5 7 4 0 - 7 5 0 6 1
2 . 6 5 0 7 6 0 6 2
2 . 6 2 5 7 7 0 6 3
2 . 6 0 0 7 8 0 6 4
2 . 5 7 5 7 9 0 6 5
2 . 5 5 0 8 0 0 6 6
2 . 5 2 5 8 1 0 6 7

14.3.2.1.1  Eligibility for Aid, Practice and Competition. An entering freshman with no previous
college attendance who enrolls in a member institution and who is a partial qualifier may receive
institutional financial aid (see Bylaws 15.02.4.1 and 15.5.1.2.2), including athletically related
financial aid, and may practice only on campus or at the institution’s regular practice facility but
may not compete during the first academic year in residence. (Revised: 1/10/90 effective 8/1/90,
Revised: 1/10/95 effective 8/1/96 for those student-athletes first entering a collegiate institution on
or after 8/1/96)

14.3.2.2  Nonqualifier. A nonqualifier is a student who has not graduated from high school or who, at
the time specified in the regulation (see Bylaw 14.3), presented neither the core-curriculum grade-
point average and SAT/ACT score required for a qualifier.

14.3.2.2.1  Eligibility for Aid, Practice and Competition. An entering freshman with no previous
college attendance who was a nonqualifier at the time of enrollment in a member institution shall
not be eligible for regular-season competition or practice during the first academic year in resi-
dence. However, such a student shall be eligible for nonathletics institutional financial aid that is
not from an athletics source and is based on financial need only, consistent with institutional and
conference regulations. (Revised: 1/10/95 effective 8/1/96 for those student-athletes first entering
a collegiate institution on or after 8/1/96)
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(Note: The flow chart in Figure 14-3 shows the relationships between academic requirements,
recruitment, financial aid and eligibility.)

14.3.2.3  Employment. A recruited prospective student-athlete who is not a qualifier and who receives
assistance from a representative of the institution’s athletics interests in obtaining a summer job,
must terminate such employment at the end of the summer-vacation period. (Adopted: 1/10/92)

14.3.2.4  Practice-Session Attendance. A student-athlete who is a nonqualifier and who, therefore, is
not eligible for practice may not attend any practice sessions in any capacity, nor may the student-ath-
lete attend any meeting characterized as practice (see Bylaw 17.02.1). (Revised: 1/10/95 effective
8/1/96 for those student-athletes first entering a collegiate institution on or after 8/1/96, Revised:
1/9/96 effective 8/1/96 for those student-athletes first entering a collegiate institution on or after
8/1/96 )

14.3.2.5  Outside Competition—Partial Qualifier and Nonqualifier. A partial qualifier or nonqualifier
may participate in the institution’s intramural program (provided the intramural team is not coached
by a member of the institution’s athletics department staff), but during the first year of enrollment,
such an individual is not permitted to practice or compete on an institutional club team or on an out-
side sports team.

14.3.3  Seasons of Competition—Partial Qualifier and Nonqualifier. Partial qualifiers and
nonqualifiers, recruited or nonrecruited, shall not engage in more than three seasons of competition in
any one sport. A student who transfers to a Division I member institution from another collegiate insti-
tution shall not engage in more than four seasons of competition with not more than three of those sea-
sons in Division I.

14.3.3.1  Fourth Season of Competition—P artial Qualifier and Nonqualifier. A fourth season of intercol-
legiate competition shall be granted to a partial qualifier (per Bylaw 14.02.9.2) and a nonqualifier (per
Bylaw 14.02.9.4), provided that at the beginning of the fifth academic year following the student-athlete’s
initial, full-time collegiate enrollment, the student-athlete has received a baccalaureate degree. ( A d o p t e d :
1/14/97 effective 8/1/97, Revised: 4/27/00 effective 8/1/00)

14.3.3.1.1  Waiver. The Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet Subcommittee on Continuing-
Eligibility Issues shall have the authority to grant a fourth season of intercollegiate competition to
a partial qualifier or a nonqualifier when the student-athlete has verifiably completed require-
ments for his or her baccalaureate degree subsequent to the beginning of the fifth academic year
of the student-athlete’s initial full-time collegiate enrollment.  (Adopted: 1/13/98 effective 8/1/98,
Revised: 4/27/00 effective 8/1/00)

14.3.3.2  Fourth Season of Competition—Students with Learning Disabilities. A fourth season of
intercollegiate competition shall be granted to a student-athlete with a diagnosed learning disability,
provided that at the beginning of the fifth academic year following the student-athlete’s initial, full-
time collegiate enrollment, the student-athlete has completed at least 75 percent of his or her desig-
nated degree program.  ( A d o p t e d : 1/12/99 effective 8/1/99)

14.3.3.2.1  Procedures. The procedures for earning a fourth season of competition pursuant to
Bylaw 14.3.3.2 are as follows:  (Adopted: 1/12/99 effective 8/1/99)

( a ) At any time subsequent to a student-athlete’s freshman year, the student shall take a copy of
his or her diagnosed disability, Individualized Education Program (IEP) or disability assess-
ment and college transcript to the recognized professional staff on campus that evaluates
and/or assists students with disabilities for review;

( b ) The on-campus professional is responsible for evaluating whether the student-athlete’s diag-
nosed disability is such that the student will not progress at a rate to earn a baccalaureate
degree by the beginning of his or her fifth year of full-time enrollment. In the event that no
such professional staff exists on campus, the off-campus professionals normally used by the
institution shall make such an evaluation. Additional evidence supporting a student-athlete
meeting this criteria include a student’s need to take a reduced course load during a term or
terms. The professional staff is not required to retest the student-athlete for the disability;
a n d

( c ) If the professional staff is satisfied that the student-athlete meets the criteria set forth in sub-
paragraphs (a) and (b), a letter of confirmation should be sent to the athletics department and
the student. The athletics department is responsible for communicating the information to the
NCAA national office. In the event that the national office does not have on file a copy of the
most recent diagnosis of the student-athlete’s learning disability, a copy must be submitted to
the national office with a signed letter from the professional staff.

14.3.3.2.1.1  Waiver. A student-athlete who does not satisfy the criteria set forth in 14.3.3.2 to
earn a fourth season of competition may submit an appeal to the Academics/Eligibility/
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Compliance Cabinet subcommittee on continuing-eligibility issues for consideration of a fourth
season.  ( A d o p t e d : 1/12/99 effective 8/1/99)

14.3.4  Residence Requirement—Partial Qualifier or Nonqualifier. A partial qualifier must fulfill
an academic year of residence in order to be eligible to compete and to practice away from the institution.
A nonqualifier must fulfill an academic year of residence in order to be eligible for practice, competition
and athletically related financial aid (see Bylaw 14.3.2.2.1.1) The requirements that must be met to fulfill
an academic year of residence are set forth in Bylaw 14.5.1.1. A partial qualifier or nonqualifier admitted
after the 12th class day may not use that semester or quarter for the purpose of establishing residency.
(Revised: 1/10/90 effective 8/1/90, Revised: 1/10/95 effective 8/1/96 for those student-athletes first enter-
ing a collegiate institution on or after 8/1/96)

14.3.5  Determination of Freshman Eligibility

14.3.5.1  Participation Prior to Certification

14.3.5.1.1  Recruited Student-Athlete. If a recruited student-athlete reports for athletics partici-
pation before the high-school core-curriculum grade-point average and test score have been certi-
fied, the student may practice, but not compete, for a maximum of two weeks, provided the stu-
dent is enrolled full time or has been accepted for enrollment as a regular full-time student. After
this two-week period, the student shall have established minimum requirements as a qualifier (as
certified by the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse) to continue practicing or to compete, or
the minimum requirements as a partial qualifier to continue practicing. (Revised: 1/11/89)

14.3.5.1.2  Nonrecruited Student-Athlete. If a nonrecruited student-athlete reports for athletics
participation before the high-school core-curriculum grade-point average and test score have been
certified, the student may practice, but not compete, for a maximum of 45 days, provided the stu-
dent is enrolled full time or has been accepted for enrollment as a regular full-time student. After
this 45-day period, the student shall have established minimum requirements as a qualifier (as
certified by the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse) to continue practicing or to compete, or
the minimum requirements as a partial qualifier to continue practicing.

14.3.5.1.2.1  Exception—Women’s Rowing. A nonrecruited student in the sport of women’s row-
ing may practice, but not compete, during the nonchampionship season in that sport. Thereafter,
the student shall have established minimum-eligibility requirements as a qualifier (as certified by
the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse) to continue practicing or to compete or the minimum
requirements as a partial qualifier to continue practicing. ( A d o p t e d : 1/9/96 effective 8/1/96)

14.3.5.2  GED Test/Equivalency Diploma. A prospect who does not graduate from high school but who
subsequently completes the General Educational Development (GED) test and obtains a state high-
school equivalency diploma may satisfy the graduation requirement of Bylaw 14.3, but not the core-
curriculum or test-score requirement, if the following conditions are met:

( a ) Only scores from a GED test taken by the prospect after one calendar year has elapsed from the
date the prospect’s high-school class (i.e., the last class of which the student was a member while
enrolled in high school) normally graduates shall be utilized;

( b ) The prospect must present the state high-school equivalency diploma prior to initial enrollment as
a full-time, regularly matriculated student in a collegiate institution;

( c ) The prospect may qualify for athletically related financial aid and practice at the institution’s reg-
ular home facility, but not for competition, by presenting a minimum average score of 45 on the
five-part GED test and satisfying the applicable core-curriculum grade-point average and corre-
sponding ACT or SAT score for a partial qualifier as set forth in the sliding scale index in Bylaw
14.3.2.1.1; and  ( A d o p t e d : 1/12/99 effective 8/1/99 for entering freshmen whose initial collegiate
enrollment occurs during the 1999-00 academic year and thereafter)

( d ) To qualify for financial aid, practice and competition, the prospect must meet the core-curriculum
grade-point average and test-score requirements (see Bylaw 14.3.1.1) in addition to presenting a
minimum average score of 45 on the five-part GED test.

14.3.5.3  Advanced Placement. If the student-athlete is admitted with a minimum of 24-semester
hours or a minimum of 36-quarter hours of advanced placement from a College Entrance Examination
Board (CEEB) examination (or from a similar proficiency examination) and/or concurrent high-
school/college credit without previous enrollment at a collegiate institution, the student-athlete shall
be immediately eligible. Credits earned from extension or summer-session courses may not be counted
in satisfaction of this requirement.

14.3.5.4  International Academic Standards. A student from a foreign country shall satisfy both the
requirements outlined in the NCAA Guide to International Academic Standards for Athletics Eligibility
and the test-score requirements set forth in Bylaw 14.3.1.1-(b).
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14.4  SAT I S FA C T O RY-PROGRESS REQUIREMENTS
14.4.1  Satisfactory-Progress Requirements—All Divisions. To be eligible to represent an institu-
tion in intercollegiate athletics competition, a student-athlete shall maintain satisfactory progress toward
a baccalaureate or equivalent degree at that institution as determined by the regulations of that institu-
tion. As a general requirement, “satisfactory progress” is to be interpreted at each member institution by
the academic authorities who determine the meaning of such phrases for all students, subject to control-
ling legislation of the conference(s) or similar association of which the institution is a member. (See
Constitution 3.2.4.10 regarding the obligations of members to publish their satisfactory-progress require-
ments for student-athletes.) (Note: The restrictions, exceptions and waivers set forth in Bylaws 14.4.3.4.4,
14.4.3.4.5 and 14.4.3.7 also apply to the general requirements for good academic standing and satisfactory
p r o g r e s s . )

14.4.1.1  Exchange Student. A bona fide exchange student as defined in Bylaw 14.5.1.6.1 shall main-
tain satisfactory progress toward a baccalaureate or equivalent degree at the student’s preceding edu-
cational institution.

14.4.1.2  Temporary Student. A student-athlete having the status of temporary, transient or exchange
student shall not represent an institution in intercollegiate athletics competition unless such status is
specifically allowed and governed by provisions adopted by the membership.

14.4.2  Eligibility for Financial Aid and Practice. Eligibility for institutional financial aid and prac-
tice during each academic year after a student-athlete’s initial year in residence or after the student-ath-
lete has utilized one season of eligibility in a sport shall be based upon the rules of the institution and the
conference(s), if any, of which the institution is a member.

14.4.3  Eligibility for Competition

14.4.3.1  Fulfillment of Credit-Hour Requirements. Eligibility for competition for a midyear transfer
student-athlete for a student-athlete subsequent to the student-athlete’s first academic year in resi-
dence or after the student-athlete has utilized one season of eligibility in any sport at the certifying
institution shall be determined by the student-athlete’s academic record in existence at the beginning
of the fall term or at the beginning of any other regular term of that academic year, based upon:
(Revised: 1/10/92)

( a ) Satisfactory completion of a cumulative total of academic semester or quarter hours equivalent to
an average of at least 12-semester or -quarter hours during each of the previous academic terms in
academic years in which the student-athlete has been enrolled in a term or terms; or

( b ) Satisfactory completion of 24-semester or 36-quarter hours of academic credit since the beginning
of the previous fall term or since the beginning of the certifying institution’s preceding regular two
semesters or three quarters.

14.4.3.1.1  Academic Year in Residence. The definition of “year in residence” for purposes of initi-
ating the requirement for satisfactory-progress certification is based on full-time enrollment and
attendance during any portion of a term in an academic year, except that when a student-athlete
is granted a medical-absence waiver per Bylaw 14.4.3.6-(a) during the first year of academic resi-
dence, that term is not counted in determining whether the student-athlete has been in residence
at the certifying institution for one academic year. (Adopted: 1/10/92)

14.4.3.1.2  Part-Time Enrollment. Semester or quarter hours earned by a student-athlete while
enrolled in less than a full-time program of studies (per Bylaw 14.1.6.2.2) shall not be used to meet
satisfactory-progress requirements of Bylaws 14.4.3.1-(a) and 14.4.3.1-(b), unless the student-ath-
lete is held accountable for the term(s) of part-time enrollment at the time of certification.
(Adopted: 1/11/94 effective 8/1/94 for credit hours earned during the 1994-95 academic year and
thereafter, Revised: 1/10/95)

14.4.3.1.3  Hours Earned during Regular Academic Ye a r . A student-athlete shall earn at least 75
percent of the minimum number of semester or quarter hours required for satisfactory progress
during the regular academic year. The student-athlete shall earn no more than 25 percent of the
minimum number of semester or quarter hours required for satisfactory progress during the sum-
mer or through correspondence courses taken during the 1993-94 academic year and thereafter.
(Adopted: 1/10/92 effective 8/1/92 for credit hours earned during the 1992-93 academic year and
thereafter, Revised: 1/11/94)

14.4.3.1.3.1  Regular Academic Year. For purposes of Bylaw 14.4.3.1.3, the regular academ-
ic year consists of the time beginning with the opening of the institution’s fall term and con-
cluding with the institution’s spring commencement exercises. (Adopted: 1/9/96)

14.4.3.1.3.2  Waiver Procedures. The Satisfactory-Progress Waiver Committee shall have the
authority to authorize waivers of this requirement based upon objective evidence that demon-
strates circumstances that warrant the waiver of the normal application of this regulation.
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The committee shall establish the process for granting such waivers and shall report at least
annually to the Management Council and to the membership the actions taken in summary
aggregate form. (Adopted: 1/10/92 effective 8/1/92, Revised: 1/16/93, 10/28/97)

14.4.3.1.3.3  Waiver or Exception—Prorating Hours. A student-athlete who qualifies for an
exception to or waiver of the satisfactory-progress rule set forth in Bylaws 14.4.3.5 and 14.4.3.6
may prorate the 75-percent requirement based on the number of hours the student-athlete
must earn to meet satisfactory-progress requirements. For example, a student-athlete begin-
ning his or her second year of enrollment at the certifying institution who qualifies for a missed
term during the freshman year must earn nine (12 x .75 = 9) of those hours during the regular
academic year. (Adopted: 1/9/96)

14.4.3.1.4  Designation of Degree Program. A student-athlete shall designate a program of studies
leading toward a specific baccalaureate degree at the certifying institution by the beginning of the
third year of enrollment (fifth semester or seventh quarter) and thereafter shall make satisfactory
progress toward that specific degree. This provision shall be applicable to the eligibility not only of a
continuing student, but also of a transfer student from a four-year or two-year collegiate institution
who is entering his or her third year of collegiate enrollment, even if the student has not yet completed
an academic year in residence or utilized a season of eligibility in a sport at the certifying institution.
Designation of a specific baccalaureate degree program may be accomplished by:

( a ) Formal enrollment by the student-athlete in a specific baccalaureate degree program; or

( b ) Approval by an appropriate academic official (who must not be an academic adviser/counselor
employed by the athletics department) of the program leading to the specific baccalaureate
degree that the student-athlete is pursuing.

14.4.3.1.4.1  Documentation of Degree Program Designation. If the designation is in accor-
dance with (a) above, the official enrollment records of the institution shall constitute the doc-
umentation of the program against which satisfactory progress under this regulation shall be
measured. If the designation is in accordance with (b), the record of the degree program desig-
nation, approved by the appropriate academic official, shall constitute that documentation.
For purposes of certifying eligibility for competition, an appropriate academic official shall
affirm in writing the number of credit hours applicable to the designated degree program that
have been completed satisfactorily. The institution’s records for all student-athlete degree pro-
gram designations and satisfactory-progress evaluations shall be retained for inspection (upon
request) by an authorized representative of the NCAA.

14.4.3.1.4.1.1  Eligibility Ramifications. Violations of Bylaw 14.4.3.1.4 shall be considered
institutional violations per Constitution 2.8.1; however, the violation shall not affect the
student-athlete’s eligibility.  (Adopted: 4/20/99 effective 8/1/99)

14.4.3.1.5  Hours Earned or Accepted for Degree Credit.  The provision that the calculation of
credit hours under the satisfactory-progress regulation shall be based on hours earned or accepted
for degree credit at the certifying institution in a student-athlete’s specific baccalaureate degree
program (see Bylaw 14.4.3.1.4) shall be met as follows:

( a ) During the first two years of enrollment, a student-athlete who has not yet designated a spe-
cific baccalaureate degree program may use credits acceptable toward any of the institution’s
degree programs;

( b ) By the beginning of the third year of enrollment (fifth semester or seventh quarter), a student-
athlete shall be required to have designated a program of studies leading toward a specific
baccalaureate degree. From that point, the credits used to meet the satisfactory-progress
requirements must be degree credit toward the student’s designated degree program;

( c ) A student-athlete who changes his or her designated degree program may comply with the
satisfactory-progress requirements if

( 1 ) The change in programs is documented appropriately by the institution’s academic
a u t h o r i t i e s ;

( 2 ) The credits earned prior to the change are acceptable toward the degree previously
sought; and

( 3 ) The credits earned from the time of the change are acceptable toward the new desired
d e g r e e .

( d ) A student-athlete who has designated a specific degree program with an identified major may not
use a course to fulfill the credit-hour requirement for meeting satisfactory progress even if the
course fulfills an elective component of the student-athlete’s degree program, if the student ulti-
mately must repeat the course to fulfill the requirements of the student’s major. ( A d o p t e d :
1 / 1 4 / 9 7 )
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14.4.3.2  Fulfillment of Percentage of Degree Requirements. A student-athlete who is entering his or
her third year of collegiate enrollment shall have completed successfully at least 25 percent of the
course requirements in the student’s specific degree program. A student-athlete who is entering his or
her fourth year of collegiate enrollment shall have completed successfully at least 50 percent of the
course requirements in the student’s specific degree program. A student-athlete who is entering his or
her fifth year of collegiate enrollment shall have completed successfully at least 75 percent of the
course requirements in the student’s specific degree program. The course requirements must be in the
student’s specific degree program (as opposed to the student’s major). (Adopted: 1/10/92 effective
8/1/92, Revised: 1 / 9 / 9 6 )

14.4.3.2.1  Five-Year Degree Program. If the student-athlete’s degree program is identified in the
institution’s official catalog as a five-year program or otherwise requires the completion of a mini-
mum of 150-semester or 225-quarter hours, the student-athlete who is entering his or her third
year of collegiate enrollment shall have completed successfully 20 percent of the course require-
ments in the student’s specific degree program. A student-athlete who is entering his or her fourth
year of collegiate enrollment shall have completed successfully 40 percent of the course require-
ments in the student’s specific degree program. A student-athlete who is entering his or her fifth
year of collegiate enrollment shall have completed successfully 60 percent of the course require-
ments in the student’s specific degree program. ( A d o p t e d :1 / 1 4 / 9 7 )

14.4.3.2.2  Application of Rule to Transfer and Continuing Student. The provisions of Bylaw
14.4.3.2 shall be applicable to the eligibility not only of a continuing student, but also of a transfer
student from a two-year or four-year collegiate institution, even if the student has not yet complet-
ed an academic year in residence or utilized a season of eligibility in a sport at the certifying insti-
t u t i o n . (Adopted: 1/10/92 effective 8/1/92 for student-athletes first entering a collegiate institu-
tion on or after August 1, 1992.)

14.4.3.2.3  Timing of Certification. A student-athlete’s eligibility under this provision shall be
determined on the basis of the student’s academic record in existence at the beginning of that stu-
dent’s third or subsequent academic year (i.e., fifth semester or seventh quarter) of full-time
enrollment. If the student-athlete is ineligible under the provisions of the satisfactory-progress
legislation at the beginning of that term, eligibility may be reinstated at the beginning of any
other regular term of that student’s specific academic year, based upon the student’s subsequent
fulfillment of the necessary degree requirements. (Adopted: 1/11/94, Revised: 1/10/95)

14.4.3.2.4  Waiver Procedures. The Satisfactory-Progress Waiver Committee shall have the
authority to authorize waivers of the degree-requirement provisions of this legislation based upon
objective evidence that demonstrates circumstances that warrant the waiver of the normal applica-
tion of this regulation. The committee shall establish the process for granting such waivers and
shall report at least annually to the Management Council and to the membership the actions taken
in summary aggregate form. (Adopted: 1/10/92 effective 8/1/92, Revised: 1/16/93, 10/28/97)

14.4.3.3  Fulfillment of Minimum Grade-Point Average Requirements. A student-athlete shall meet
the “satisfactory completion” provision of this requirement by maintaining a grade-point average that
places the individual in good academic standing, as established by the institution for all students who
are at an equivalent stage of progress toward a degree.

14.4.3.3.1  General Rule. A student-athlete who is entering his or her third year of collegiate
enrollment shall present a cumulative minimum grade-point average (based upon a maximum of
4.000) that equals at least 90 percent of the institution’s overall cumulative minimum grade-point
average required for graduation. A student-athlete who is entering his or her fourth or subsequent
year of collegiate enrollment shall present a cumulative minimum grade-point average (based
upon a maximum of 4.000) that equals 95 percent of the institution’s overall cumulative minimum
grade-point average required for graduation. If the institution does not have an overall grade-
point average for graduation, it is permissible to utilize the lowest grade-point average required
for any of the institution’s degree programs in determining the cumulative minimum grade-point
average. The minimum grade-point average must be computed pursuant to institutional policies
applicable to all students. (Adopted: 1/10/92 effective 8/1/92 for student-athletes first entering a
collegiate institution on or after 8/1/92)

14.4.3.3.1.1  Application of Rule to Transfer and Continuing Student. The provisions of
Bylaw 14.4.3.3.1 shall be applicable to the eligibility of a midyear transfer student from a two-
year or four-year collegiate institution who has completed an academic term in residence, a
student who has completed an academic year in residence, or a student who has utilized a
season of eligibility in a sport at the certifying institution. (Adopted: 1/10/92 effective 8/1/92
for student-athletes first entering a collegiate institution on or after 8/1/92, Revised: 1/16/93)

14.4.3.3.1.2  Timing of Certification. A student-athlete’s eligibility under this provision shall
be determined on the basis of the student’s academic record in existence at the beginning of
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that student’s third or subsequent academic year (i.e., fifth semester or seventh quarter) of
full-time enrollment. If the student-athlete is ineligible under the provisions of the satisfacto-
ry-progress legislation at the beginning of that term, eligibility may be reinstated at the
beginning of any other regular term of that student’s specific academic year, based upon the
student’s subsequent fulfillment of the minimum grade-point average requirement.
(Adopted: 1/11/94, Revised: 1/10/95)

14.4.3.3.1.3  Waiver Procedures. The Satisfactory-Progress Waiver Committee shall have the
authority to authorize waivers of the grade-point average provisions of this legislation based
upon objective evidence that demonstrates circumstances that warrant the waiver of the nor-
mal application of this regulation. The committee shall establish the process for granting such
waivers and shall report at least annually to the Management Council and to the membership
the actions taken in summary aggregate form. (Adopted: 1/10/92 effective 8/1/92, Revised:
1/16/93, 10/28/97)

14.4.3.4  Regulations for Administration of Satisfactory Progress

14.4.3.4.1  Calculation of Credit Hours. The calculation of credit hours to meet this requirement (see
Bylaw 14.4.3.1) shall be based upon hours earned or accepted for degree credit toward any of the
institution’s degree programs or, if the student-athlete has designated a specific baccalaureate
degree program, toward credit in that degree program. Hours earned in the period following the reg-
ular academic year at the institution (e.g., hours earned in summer school) may be utilized to satisfy
the academic credit requirements of this regulation.

14.4.3.4.2  Nontraditional Terms. An institution that determines registration other than on a tra-
ditional semester- or quarter-hour basis shall submit a statement describing the continuing eligi-
bility requirements applicable to its student-athletes for approval by the Academics/Eligibility/
Compliance Cabinet.

14.4.3.4.3  Advanced-Placement Tests/Credit by Examination. Credit received through
advanced-placement tests or by examination may be utilized by the student to meet the minimum
satisfactory-progress requirement, provided the subject for which the examination is an alterna-
tive is offered by the institution as acceptable degree credit.

14.4.3.4.4  Prior Approval—Summer Courses at Other Institutions. Prior approval by appropri-
ate academic officials of the certifying institution is required if courses taken during another insti-
tution’s summer term are to be utilized in determining the student’s academic status (i.e., good
academic standing and satisfactory progress). Under limited circumstances, the
Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet may grant waivers for student-athletes who did not
request or receive prior approval.

14.4.3.4.5  Correspondence and Extension Courses from Another Institution. C o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,
extension and credit-by-examination courses taken from an institution other than the one in
which a student-athlete is enrolled as a full-time student shall not be used in determining a stu-
dent’s academic standing or satisfactory progress.

14.4.3.4.5.1  Waivers. Waivers of this restriction may be granted by the Satisfactory-Progress
Waiver Committee in response to written requests from member institutions. ( R e v i s e d :
1/9/96 effective 8/1/96, Revised: 10/28/97)

14.4.3.4.5.2  Centralized Correspondence-Course Exception. In a state that centralizes
the offering of correspondence courses through one state institution, a student enrolled in
another of the state’s institutions may use a correspondence course from the institution
authorized to offer such courses in determining the student’s academic standing or satisfac-
tory progress.

14.4.3.4.6  Remedial, Tutorial or Noncredit Courses. Remedial, tutorial or noncredit courses may
be used by the student to satisfy the minimum academic progress requirement of Bylaw 14.4.3.4.1
only if they meet all of the following conditions:

( a ) The courses must be considered by the institution to be prerequisites for specific courses
acceptable for any degree program;

( b ) The courses must be given the same weight as others in the institution in determining the
student’s status for full-time enrollment;

( c ) Noncredit courses may not exceed the maximum institutional limit for such courses in any
baccalaureate degree program (or the student’s specific baccalaureate degree program once a
program has been designated); and

( d ) For those students first enrolled in the certifying institution beginning with the 1986-87 acad-
emic year, the credit in such courses shall not exceed 12-semester or 18-quarter hours, and
the courses must be taken during the student’s first academic year of collegiate enrollment.
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14.4.3.4.7 Incomplete Grades. A student who receives an incomplete grade in a course may uti-
lize the course in question to fulfill the minimum satisfactory-progress requirements, subject to
the following conditions:

( a ) The incomplete grade must have been removed in accordance with the institution’s regula-
tions applicable to all students;

( b ) Such a course may be counted only once after a grade has been achieved that is acceptable to
the institution for determining satisfactory progress; and

( c ) The course with the acceptable grade shall be counted either during the term in which the
student initially enrolled in the course or during the term in which the incomplete grade was
removed and acceptable credit was awarded.

14.4.3.4.8  Repeated Courses. Credit for courses that are repeated may be used by a student to
satisfy the minimum academic progress requirements only under the following conditions:

( a ) A course repeated due to an unsatisfactory initial grade may be utilized only once, and only
after it has been satisfactorily completed;

( b ) Credit for a course that may be taken several times (e.g., a physical education activities
course) shall be limited by institutional regulations; and

( c ) Credits earned in courses that may be taken several times may not exceed the maximum
institutional limit for credits of that type for any baccalaureate degree program (or for the stu-
dent’s specific baccalaureate degree program once a program has been designated).

14.4.3.4.9  “Banked” Credit Hours. All credit hours (including those “banked” or earned in excess
of the average of 12 per term prior to the designation of a specific baccalaureate degree program,
even if such hours are not applicable to the designated degree program) may continue to be used
to maintain satisfactory progress. ( R e v i s e d : 1 / 9 / 9 6 )

14.4.3.4.10  Credit from Other Institutions. Credit hours earned at another institution prior to ini-
tial enrollment at the certifying institution may not be utilized to satisfy minimum academic
progress requirements at that institution, except that such hours may be utilized to fulfill the per-
centage of degree requirements specified in Bylaw 14.4.3.2. However, a student-athlete’s total aca-
demic record subsequent to initial full-time enrollment at the certifying institution, including the
record at other institutions later attended, may be considered in evaluating eligibility under the
satisfactory-progress legislation. (Revised: 1/16/93)

14.4.3.4.11 Distance-Learning Courses. Credit hours earned via distance learning (e.g., Internet
courses) may be used to meet all satisfactory-progress requirements provided:

( a ) Evaluation of the student’s work is conducted by the appropriate academic authorities in
accordance with the institution’s established academic policies; and

( b ) The course is available to any student at the certifying institution and is reflected on the certi-
fying institution’s transcript. (Adopted: 4/26/01 effective 8/1/01)

14.4.3.5  Exceptions to Satisfactory-Progress Rule (Adopted: 1/10/90)

( a ) Missed term.  One time during a student-athlete’s entire period of collegiate enrollment, the provi-
sions of Bylaw 14.4.3.1-(a) may be prorated at 12 hours per term of actual attendance if the stu-
dent-athlete misses a complete term or consecutive terms during an academic year, subject to the
following conditions:

( 1 ) The student-athlete engaged in no outside competition in the sport during the academic term
or terms in which the student was not in attendance;

( 2 ) The student was eligible for enrollment during the student’s absence; and

( 3 ) At the time of certification, the student has fulfilled the satisfactory-progress requirements
(per Bylaw 14.4.3.1) for the terms in which the student was in attendance.

A transfer student from a two-year college is not eligible to utilize this one-time exception during
the first academic year of residence at the certifying institution in order to maintain eligibility
during the second year in residence. Hours earned while enrolled as a part-time student during
the “missed term” may not be counted in meeting the satisfactory-progress requirement. ( R e v i s e d :
1 / 1 0 / 9 0 )

( b ) Midyear enrollment.  For students entering the institution at the beginning of the second semester or
the second or third quarter of an academic year, the credit hours required under the satisfactory-
progress regulation of Bylaw 14.4.3.1-(a) may be prorated at 12 units per term of actual attendance
during the initial regular academic year of attendance. (Revised: 1/10/90)

( c ) Nonrecruited, nonparticipant.  A student-athlete may qualify for an exception to the application of
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the satisfactory-progress regulation for the initial season of eligibility if the student has been in
residence at the certifying institution for at least one academic year; was not recruited; has not
received athletically related financial assistance; has never practiced or participated in intercolle-
giate athletics, except that a student may have participated in limited preseason tryouts; and is
otherwise eligible under all institutional, conference and NCAA rules. The student-athlete’s eligi-
bility in subsequent seasons would be governed by the provisions of the satisfactory-progress rule,
which would be applied from the beginning of the first term the student began participation. This
exception shall not apply to the percentage-of-degree (Bylaw 14.4.3.2) and minimum grade-point
average (Bylaw 14.4.3.3) requirements. (Revised: 1/10/90, 1/10/92, 1/9/96)

( d ) Graduate Student Exception.  A graduate student who is otherwise eligible for regular-season
competition shall be exempt from the provisions of this regulation.

14.4.3.6  Waivers of Satisfactory-Progress Rule. The Division I Satisfactory-Progress Waiver
Committee shall establish appropriate criteria for waivers of this legislation. Such waivers shall be
administered by the conference members of the Association or, in the case of an independent institu-
tion, by the Division I Satisfactory Progress Waiver Committee. Waivers of the satisfactory-progress
rule may be granted under any of the following conditions:  (Revised: 10/28/97, 4/27/00)

( a ) Medical absence.  The credit hours required under the satisfactory-progress regulation of Bylaw
14.4.3.1-(a) may be prorated at 12 units per term of actual attendance during an academic year in
which a student misses a term or is unable to complete a term as a full-time student as a result of
an injury or illness. Such an exception may be granted only when circumstances clearly supported
by appropriate medical documentation establish that a student-athlete is unable to attend a colle-
giate institution as a full-time student as a result of an incapacitating physical injury or illness
involving the student-athlete or a member of the student-athlete’s immediate family. Credits
earned by the student during the term to which the waiver applies may not be used in determin-
ing satisfactory progress.

( b ) International competition.  The credit hours required under the satisfactory-progress regulation of
Bylaw 14.4.3.1-(a) may be prorated at 12 hours per term of actual attendance during an academic
year in which a student is not enrolled for a term or terms or is unable to complete a term as a
result of participation in the Pan American, Olympic, World Championships, World Cup or World
University Games (including final Olympic tryouts and the officially recognized training program
that directly qualifies participants for those tryouts). This waiver provision may be applied to no
more than two semesters or three quarters. ( R e v i s e d : 1 / 9 / 9 6 )

14.4.3.7  W a i v er—Olympic Games. The Division I Satisfactory-Progress Waiver Committee may
waive this general satisfactory-progress requirement for any participant in the Olympic Games who,
because of such participation, may lose eligibility for practice and competition in any sport.  ( R e v i s e d :
1 0 / 2 8 / 9 7 )

14.4.3.8  Waiver—Learning-Disabled and Handicapped Student-Athletes. The Division I
Satisfactory-Progress Waiver Committee may waive the general satisfactory-progress require-
ments for a learning-disabled or handicapped student-athlete when objective evidence demon-
strates that the institution has defined full-time enrollment for that student-athlete to be less than
12 hours to accommodate for the student’s learning disability or handicap. (Adopted: 1/10/95,
Revised: 10/28/97)

14.4.3.9  Additional Satisfactory-Progress Waivers. The Division I Satisfactory-Progress Waiver
Committee shall have the authority to waive all other satisfactory-progress requirements based on
objective evidence that demonstrates circumstances that warrant the waiver of the normal application
of those regulations. The committee shall establish the process for granting such waivers and shall
report at least annually to the Management Council and to the membership the actions taken in sum-
mary aggregate form. (Adopted: 1/9/96 effective 8/1/96, Revised: 1 0 / 2 8 / 9 7 )

14.5  TRANSFER REGULAT I O N S
14.5.1  Residence Requirement—General Principle. A student who transfers (see Bylaw 14.5.2)
to a member institution from any collegiate institution is required to complete one full academic year of
residence at the certifying institution before being eligible to compete for or to receive travel expenses
from the member institution (see Bylaw 16.8.1.2), unless the student satisfies the applicable transfer
requirements or receives an exception or waiver as set forth in this bylaw.  In the sport of basketball, a
transfer student-athlete who satisfies the applicable transfer requirements or receives an exception or
waiver as set forth in this section, but initially enrolls as a full-time student subsequent to the first term
of the academic year shall not be eligible for competition until the ensuing academic year. ( R e v i s e d :
1/10/91 effective 8/1/91, Revised: 4/27/00 effective 8/1/01 for those student-athletes first entering the
certifying institution on or after 8/1/01)

Satisfactory-Progress Requirements/14.4.3.5—Transfer Regulations/14.5.1
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14.5.1.1  Determination of Year of Residence. To satisfy an academic year of residence, a student shall:

( a ) Be enrolled in and complete a minimum full-time program of studies for two full semesters or
three full quarters; or

( b ) Be enrolled in a minimum full-time program of studies for two full semesters or three full quarters
and pass a number of hours that is at least equal to the sum total of the minimum load of each of
the required terms. Any student-athlete (e.g., partial qualifier, nonqualifier, transfer student)
admitted after the 12th class day may not use that semester or quarter for the purpose of estab-
lishing residency.

14.5.1.1.1  Summer Te r m . A summer term shall not be used to satisfy a term of residence, but
hours earned at the certifying institution during the summer may be used to satisfy the require-
ments of (b) above.

14.5.1.2  Fulfillment of Residence Requirement in Night School. When a student transfers to a mem-
ber institution and is required to fulfill a residence requirement before being eligible to participate in
competition, it is permissible for the transfer student to meet the requirement by attending an institu-
tion’s night school, provided the following conditions are met:

( a ) The night school has regular terms (semesters or quarters) that are the same as the institution’s
day school;

( b ) The student is enrolled in a minimum full-time program of studies during each night term count-
ed; and

( c ) The student is considered by the institution to be a regularly matriculated student in each term.

14.5.1.3  Disciplinary Suspension. A student who transfers to any NCAA institution from a collegiate
institution while the student is disqualified or suspended from the previous institution for disciplinary
reasons (as opposed to academic reasons) must complete one calendar year of residence at the certify-
ing institution. (Revised: 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97)

14.5.1.4  Outside Competition—Partial Qualifier or Nonqualifier. A two-year college transfer student
who is a nonqualifier or partial qualifier and does not meet the applicable transfer requirements may
participate in the institution’s intramural program (provided the intramural team is not coached by a
member of the institution’s athletics department staff), but such an individual is not permitted to prac-
tice or compete on an institution’s club team or an outside sports team during the first academic year
in residence. A four-year college transfer student who is a nonqualifier or partial qualifier and who has
not completed an academic year in residence may participate in the institution’s intramural program
(provided the intramural team is not coached by a member of the institution’s athletics department
staff), but such an individual is not permitted to practice or compete on an institution’s club team or an
outside sports team during the first academic year in residence. (Adopted: 1/14/97)

14.5.1.5  Eligibility for Championship in Progress. A transfer student shall be eligible for any NCAA
championship that is in progress after a full calendar year has elapsed and at the time he or she has
completed two full semesters or three full quarters of academic work.

14.5.1.6  Foreign Institution Transfers.  A transfer student from a foreign collegiate institution (col-
lege, university or two-year college), except one entering as a bona fide exchange student, shall comply
with the one-year residence requirement set forth in Bylaw 14.5.5.1.

14.5.1.6.1  Bona Fide Foreign Exchange Student Exception. A bona fide foreign exchange stu-
dent is an individual who is sponsored by his or her nation’s government, or is sponsored by the
U.S. Department of State, Rotary International, the Ford Foundation, the Institute of
International Education or a similar organization. For a student to be considered a bona fide
exchange student, the sponsoring organization shall identify the student prior to the student’s
departure from his or her home country and make the necessary arrangements to finance the stu-
dent’s education under the foreign exchange program. If these arrangements have not been com-
pleted before the student’s enrollment at the member institution, the student is considered to be a
transfer student and may not represent the certifying institution in competition until the individ-
ual has met the required residence requirement.

14.5.2  Conditions Affecting Transfer Status. A transfer student is an individual who transfers from
a collegiate institution after having met any one of the following conditions at that institution:

( a ) The student was officially registered and enrolled in a minimum, full-time program of studies in any
quarter or semester of an academic year, as certified by the registrar or admissions office, provided the
student was present at the institution on the opening day of classes;

(b) The student attended a class or classes in any quarter or semester in which the student was
enrolled in a minimum full-time program of studies, even if the enrollment was on a provisional
basis and the student was later determined by the institution not to be admissible;
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( c ) The student is or was enrolled in an institution in a minimum full-time program of studies in a night
school that is considered to have regular terms (semesters or quarters) the same as the institution’s
day school, and the student is or was considered by the institution to be a regularly matriculated stu-
d e n t ;

( d ) The student attended a branch school that does not conduct an intercollegiate athletics program, but
the student had been enrolled in another collegiate institution prior to attendance at the branch
s c h o o l ;

( e ) The student attended a branch school that conducted an intercollegiate athletics program and trans-
fers to an institution other than the parent institution;

( f ) The student reported for a regular squad practice (including practice or conditioning activities that
occur prior to certification per Bylaws 14.3.5.1 and 14.5.4.6.5), announced by the institution through
any member of its athletics department staff, prior to the beginning of any quarter or semester, as cer-
tified by the athletics director. Participation only in picture-day activities would not constitute “regular
p r a c t i c e;”

( g ) The student participated in practice or competed in a given sport even though the student was
enrolled in less than a minimum full-time program of studies; or

( h ) The student received institutional financial aid while attending a summer term, summer school or
summer-orientation program (see Bylaw 15.2.7.1.2 and 15.2.7.1.3), except that a basketball prospect
receiving financial aid to attend summer school prior to initial full-time enrollment who is denied
admission to the institution for full-time enrollment shall be permitted to enroll at another institution
without being considered a transfer student. (Adopted: 1/10/90, Revised 4/26/01)

14.5.3  Conditions Not Constituting Transfer Status. Unless otherwise covered by conditions set
forth in Bylaw 14.5.2, a student-athlete is not considered a transfer under the following enrollment condi-
t i o n s :

14.5.3.1  Summer School, Extension Courses or Night School. The student has been enrolled in or
attended classes only in a summer school, extension course or night school, unless the night school is
considered by the institution to be a regular term (semester or quarter) the same as its day school, the
student is enrolled for a minimum full-time load in this regular night term, and the student is consid-
ered by the institution to be a regularly enrolled student.

14.5.3.2  Basketball Prospective Student-Athlete Attending Summer School Prior to Initial Full-time
Enrollment. A basketball prospect receiving financial aid to attend summer school prior to initial full-
time enrollment who is denied admission to the institution for full-time enrollment. ( A d o p t e d :
4 / 2 6 / 0 1 )

14.5.3.3  Branch School. The student has been enrolled in or attended classes only in a branch school,
provided the branch school does not conduct an intercollegiate athletics program. If the branch school
conducts an intercollegiate athletics program, the student shall not be considered a transfer only upon
enrollment at the parent institution directly from the branch school. (For definition of “branch school,”
see Bylaw 14.02.1.)

14.5.3.4  Second Campus of Institution. The student is in residence at an institution’s campus that is
not in the same city as the institution’s main campus, provided the campus at which the student is in
residence does not conduct an intercollegiate athletics program, classes on the campus are taught by the
same instructors who teach classes on the main campus, the credits received by all class enrollees are
considered as regular credits by the institution’s main campus, and the degrees awarded to all students
come from the institution’s main campus.

14.5.3.5  Academic Exchange Program. The student participates in a regular academic exchange pro-
gram between two four-year institutions that requires a participant to complete a specified period of
time at each institution, and the program provides for the student-athlete to receive at least two bac-
calaureate or equivalent degrees at the conclusion of this joint academic program.

14.5.4  Two-Year College Transfers. A student who transfers to a member institution from a two-year col-
lege or from a branch school that conducts an intercollegiate athletics program must complete an academic
year of residence unless the student meets the following eligibility requirements applicable to the division of
which the certifying institution is a member. Further, a transfer student-athlete admitted after the 12th class
day may not utilize that semester or quarter for the purpose of establishing residency. (Revised: 1/10/92)

See Figure 14-5, page 172, for a summary of eligibility requirements for two-year college students
who transfer to Division I institutions and who first enrolled in a collegiate institution subsequent
to August 1, 1985, and prior to August 1, 1996. See also Figure 14-6, page 173, for a summary of
requirements for two-year college students who transfer to Division I institutions and who first
enrolled in a collegiate institution on or after August 1, 1996.
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14.5.4.1  Qualifier. A transfer student from a two-year college who was a qualifier (per Bylaw 14.3.1.1)
is eligible for competition in Division I institutions the first academic year in residence only if the stu-
dent has:

( a ) Spent at least two semesters or three quarters in residence at the two-year college (excluding sum-
mer sessions), presented a minimum of 24-semester hours or 36-quarter hours of transferable-
degree credit with a cumulative minimum grade-point average of 2.000 (see Bylaw 14.5.4.6.3.2)
and satisfactorily completed an average of at least 12-semester or -quarter hours of transferable-
degree credit acceptable toward any baccalaureate degree program at the certifying institution for
each academic term of attendance at the two-year college; or

( b ) Graduated from the two-year college and completed satisfactorily a minimum of 48-semester or
72-quarter hours of transferable-degree credit acceptable toward any baccalaureate degree pro-
gram at the certifying institution. In addition, a student who first enrolled as a regular student in
a two-year college after August 1, 1988, must have a minimum cumulative grade-point average of
2.000 (see Bylaw 14.5.4.6.3.2).

14.5.4.1.1  Initial Two-Year College Enrollment. To be immediately eligible, a student who first
enrolled as a regular student in a two-year college before August 1, 1985, shall complete satis-
factorily an average of at least 12-semester or -quarter hours of credit during each academic
term of attendance at the two-year college. When initial two-year college enrollment occurred
subsequent to August 1, 1985, the required credit hours must be acceptable as degree credit in
any of the colleges, schools or departments of the certifying institution in Division I.

14.5.4.1.2  Basketball—Midyear Enrollee. In the sport of basketball, a qualifier who satisfies the
provisions of 14.5.4.1.1, but initially enrolls as a full-time student subsequent to the conclusion of
the institution’s first term of the acadcemic year, shall not be eligible for competition until the
ensuing academic year.  (Adopted: 4/27/00 effective 8/1/01 for those student-athletes first enter-
ing the certifying institution on or after 8/1/01)

14.5.4.2  Partial Qualifier or Nonqualifier—Sports Other Than Football and Men’s Basketball. I n
sports other than football and men’s basketball, and in all sports for student-athletes first entering a
two-year collegiate institution prior to August 1, 1996, a student who was not a qualifier (per Bylaw
14.3.1.1) is eligible for institutional financial aid, practice and competition the first academic year in
residence only if the student has graduated from the two-year college, has completed satisfactorily a
minimum of 48-semester or 72-quarter hours of transferable-degree credit acceptable toward any bac-
calaureate degree program at the certifying institution and has attended a two-year college as a full-
time student for at least three semesters or four quarters (excluding summer terms). In addition, such
a student must have a cumulative grade-point average of 2.000 (see Bylaw 14.5.4.6.3.2). ( R e v i s e d :
1/10/90 effective 8/1/90, Revised: 1/9/96 effective 8/1/96 for those student-athletes first entering a
two-year collegiate institution on or after 8/1/96)

14.5.4.2.1  Use of Hours Earned during Summer Terms. Not more than a total of 18-semester or
27-quarter hours of the transferable-degree credit may be earned during summer terms, and not
more than nine-semester or 13.5-quarter hours of the transferable-degree credit may be earned
during the summer term(s) immediately prior to the transfer. (Adopted: 1/9/96 effective 8/1/97
for those student-athletes first entering the certifying institution on or after 8/1/97)

14.5.4.2.2  Three-Semester/Four-Quarter Attendance Requirement.  A student-athlete is not per-
mitted to satisfy the three-semester/four-quarter attendance requirement during one academic
year.  (Adopted: 6/8/99)

14.5.4.2.3  Women’s Basketball—Midyear Enrollee. In women’s basketball, a partial qualifier or
nonqualifier who satisfies the provisions of 14.5.4.2, but initially enrolls as a full-time student
subsequent to the conclusion of the institution’s first term of the academic year, shall not be eligi-
ble for competition until the ensuing academic year. (Adopted: 4/27/00 effective 8/1/01 for
those student-athletes first entering the certifying institution on or after 8/1/01)

14.5.4.3  Partial Qualifier or Nonqualifier—Football and Men’s Basketball. In the sports of football and
men’s basketball for student-athletes first entering a two-year collegiate institution on or after August 1,
1996, a student who was not a qualifier (per Bylaw 14.3.1.1) is not eligible for competition during the first
academic year in residence at the certifying institution. Such a student is eligible for institutional financial
aid and practice the first academic year in residence only if the student has graduated from the two-year
college, has completed satisfactorily a minimum of 48-semester or 72-quarter hours of transferable-degree
credit acceptable toward any baccalaureate degree program at the certifying institution and has attended
a two-year college as a full-time student for at least three semesters or four quarters (excluding summer
terms). In addition, such a student must have a cumulative grade-point average of 2.000 (see Bylaw
1 4 . 5 . 4 . 6 . 3 . 2 ) . (Revised: 1/9/96 effective 8/1/96 for those student-athletes first entering a two-year collegiate
institution on or after 8/1/96)
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14.5.4.3.1  Exception — Additional Requirements. A two-year college transfer student who was
not a qualifier and who has successfully completed at least 35 percent of the course requirements
in the student’s specific baccalaureate degree program at the certifying institution is eligible for
institutional financial aid, practice and competition during the first academic year in residence if
the student has met the requirements of Bylaw 14.5.4.2. (Adopted: 1/9/96 effective 8/1/96 for
those student-athletes first entering a two-year collegiate institution on or after 8/1/96)

14.5.4.3.1.1  Correspondence and Extension Courses from Another Institution. A two-year
college transfer student who was not a qualifier shall not use correspondence, extension and
credit-by-examination courses taken from an institution other than the two-year college at
which the student-athlete was enrolled as a full-time student to satisfy the 35 percent degree
completion requirement set forth in 14.5.4.3.1 (see 14.4.3.4.5).  (Note: The waiver and the
centralized correspondence course exception set forth in 14.4.3.4.5.1 and 14.4.3.4.5.2 are
applicable.)  (Adopted: 2/16/00)

14.5.4.3.2  Use of Hours Earned during Summer Terms. Not more than a total of 18-semes-
ter or 27-quarter hours of the transferable-degree credit may be earned during summer terms,
and not more than nine-semester or 13.5-quarter hours of the transferable-degree credit may
be earned during the summer term(s) immediately prior to the transfer. (Adopted: 1/9/96
effective 8/1/97 for those student-athletes first entering the certifying institution on or after
8 / 1 / 9 7 )

14.5.4.3.3  Three Semester/Four Quarter Attendance Requirement. A student-athlete is not per-
mitted to satisfy the three semester/four quarter attendance requirement during one academic
year.  (Adopted: 6/8/99)

14.5.4.3.4  Men’s Basketball—Midyear Enrollee. In men’s basketball, a partial qualifier or non-
qualifier who satisfies the provisions of 14.5.4.3.1, but initially enrolls as a full-time student subse-
quent to the conclusion of the institution’s first term of the academic year, shall not be eligible for
competition until the ensuing academic year.  (Adopted: 4/27/00 effective 8/1/01 for those stu-
dent-athletes first entering the certifying institution on or after 8/1/01)

14.5.4.4  Status as Qualifier or Nonqualifier. A prospective student-athlete who does not graduate
from high school before enrolling as a regular student in a two-year college may not transfer work
back to the high school, graduate from the high school and establish initial eligibility at a member
institution on the basis of the revised high-school record. Such a student is considered to be a two-year
college transfer who was a nonqualifier.

14.5.4.5  Status of Nonqualifier, Nonrecruited. A two-year college student-athlete who transferred to a
Division I institution without meeting the requirements of Bylaw 14.5.4.2 shall not be eligible for regular-
season competition and practice during the first academic year in residence. However, such a student who
was not recruited (per Bylaw 13.02.10) and for whom admission and financial aid were granted without
regard to athletics ability shall be eligible for nonathletics institutional financial aid, provided there is on
file in the office of the athletics director certification by the faculty athletics representative, the admissions
officer and the chair of the financial aid committee that admission and financial aid were so granted.

14.5.4.6  Tw o -Year College Transfer Regulations. The following regulations shall be applied in
administering the eligibility requirements for two-year college transfers.

14.5.4.6.1  Multiple Two-Year Colleges. When a student-athlete has been in residence at two or
more two-year colleges, the terms of residence at all two-year colleges may be combined in order to
satisfy the residence requirement. All grades and all course credits that are transferable from the
two-year colleges to the member institution shall be considered in determining the student-athlete’s
eligibility under Bylaw 14.5 (see also Bylaw 14.5.6). In addition, at least 25 percent of the credit
hours used to fulfill the student’s academic degree requirements must be earned at the two-year col-
lege that awards the degree per Bylaw 14.5. ( R e v i s e d :1 / 1 1 / 9 4 )

14.5.4.6.2  Credit Earned at Four-Year Institution. If a student-athlete attends a two-year college
and, prior to regular enrollment at a member institution, attains additional credits as a part-time
student in a four-year collegiate institution, the hours accumulated at the four-year institution
may be utilized by the member institution in determining the student-athlete’s eligibility under
the two-year college transfer provisions, provided:

( a ) These hours are accepted by the two-year college and are placed on the transcript or other offi-
cial document by the two-year college from which the student-athlete transfers prior to the
date of initial regular enrollment at the NCAA member institution; and

( b ) Any official document (other than the student’s transcript) utilized by the two-year college for
this purpose includes the official seal of the two-year college, is signed by the appropriate acad-
emic official of the two-year college and is forwarded directly from the two-year college to the
appropriate admissions official of the certifying institution.
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14.5.4.6.3  Determination of Transferable Degree Credit. For the purpose of determining trans-
ferable degree credit, the institution may count those courses accepted as degree credit in any of
its colleges, schools or departments.

14.5.4.6.3.1  Transferable Credit, Unacceptable Grade. Credit hours for courses with grades
not considered acceptable for transferable degree credit for all students at an institution shall
not be counted in determining whether the transfer requirement for total number of hours is
s a t i s f i e d .

14.5.4.6.3.2  Calculation of Grade-Point Average for Transferable Credit. Grades earned in
all courses that are normally transferable to an institution shall be considered in determining
the qualitative grade-point average for meeting transfer requirements, regardless of the grade
earned or whether such grade makes the course unacceptable for transferable degree credit.
Only the last grade earned in a course that has been repeated shall be included in the grade-
point-average calculation.

14.5.4.6.4  Degree Requirement. In order to satisfy the two-year-college graduation requirement
for eligibility immediately upon transfer from a two-year college to a member institution, a stu-
dent-athlete must receive an associate or equivalent degree in an academic or technical, rather
than a vocational, curriculum. The Academics/Eligibility/ Compliance Cabinet shall have the
authority to determine whether a two-year college degree is academic or technical, rather than
vocational, in nature. (Revised: 1/10/95, 1/12/99 effective 8/1/99)

14.5.4.6.5  Transfer to Four-Year College Prior to Completion of Requirements. The require-
ments set forth in Bylaw 14.5.4 must be met prior to a student-athlete’s transfer to the certifying
institution. Thus, if a two-year college student transfers (as defined in Bylaw 14.5.2) to a member
institution prior to the completion of applicable transfer requirements, the student is subject to
the one-year residence requirement at the certifying institution, even though the student transfers
back to the two-year college and completes the necessary requirements.

14.5.4.6.6  Participation Prior to Certification

14.5.4.6.6.1  Temporary Certification, Recruited Two-Year College Tr a n s f e r . If a recruited
two-year college transfer reports for athletics participation before the student’s high-school or
two-year college academic record has been certified, the student may practice, but not compete,
for a maximum of two weeks. After this two-week period, the student shall have established
minimum requirements as a transfer to continue practicing or to compete. (Adopted: 1/10/90)

14.5.4.6.6.2  Temporary Certification, Nonrecruited Tw o -Year College Tr a n s f e r . If a nonre-
cruited two-year college transfer reports for athletics participation before the student’s high-
school or two-year college academic record has been certified, the student may practice, but
not compete, for a maximum of 45 days. After this period, the student shall have established
minimum requirements as a transfer to continue practicing or to compete. ( A d o p t e d :
1 / 1 0 / 9 0 )

14.5.4.6.7  Competition in Year of Transfer. A transfer student from a two-year college is not eligi-
ble for any competition in a sport (i.e., during either the segment that concludes with the NCAA
championship or the other segment) if the student-athlete has competed at the two-year college in
any competition other than regularly scheduled scrimmages in that sport during the same acade-
mic year. Such scrimmages must meet the following criteria: ( R e v i s e d : 1 / 1 1 / 9 4 )

( a ) The scrimmage is approved by the two-year college; (Adopted: 1/11/94)

( b ) No official score is kept; (Adopted: 1/11/94)

( c ) No admission is charged; (Adopted: 1/11/94)

( d ) No official time is kept; (Adopted: 1/11/94)

( e ) The scrimmage is played prior to the two-year college’s first regularly scheduled outside com-
petition; and (Adopted: 1/11/94)

( f ) The student-athlete participates in not more than two such scrimmages or dates of competi-
tion per academic year. (Adopted: 1/11/94)

14.5.4.7  Exceptions or Waivers for Transfer from Two-Year Colleges. A transfer student from a two-
year college or from a branch school that conducts an intercollegiate athletics program is not subject to
the residence requirement at the certifying institution if any one of the following conditions is met. An
individual who is a partial qualifier or nonqualifier shall not be permitted to use the exceptions under
this bylaw.

14.5.4.7.1  Discontinued/Nonsponsored-Sport Exception. The student changed institutions
in order to continue participation in a sport because the student’s original two-year college
dropped the sport from its intercollegiate program (even though it may subsequently establish
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that sport on a club basis) or never sponsored the sport on the intercollegiate level while the
student was in attendance at that institution, provided the student never attended any other
collegiate institution that offered intercollegiate competition in that sport and the student
earned at least a minimum 2.000 grade-point average (see Bylaw 14.5.4.6.3.2) at the two-year
college. (Revised: 1/11/89, 1/10/90)

14.5.4.7.1.1  Original Collegiate Institution. In applying this provision for an exception to the
residence requirement, the original collegiate institution shall be the two-year college in
which the student was enrolled immediately prior to the transfer to the certifying institution,
provided that, if the student is transferring from a two-year college that never sponsored the
sport on the intercollegiate level, the student never shall have attended any other collegiate
institution that offered intercollegiate competition in that sport.

14.5.5  Four-Year College Tr a n s f e r s

See Bylaw 13.1.1.3 for prohibition against contacting student-athletes of another four-year collegiate insti-
tution without permission of that institution’s athletics director.

14.5.5.1  General Rule. A transfer student from a four-year institution shall not be eligible for
intercollegiate competition at a member institution until the student has fulfilled a residence
requirement of one full academic year (two full semesters or three full quarters) at the certifying
institution. Further, a transfer student-athlete admitted after the 12th class day may not utilize
that semester or quarter for the purpose of establishing residency. (Revised: 1/10/91 effective
8/1/91)

14.5.5.1.1  Attendance for One Academic Year. A transfer student from a four-year institution
who attended a four-year institution at least one academic year shall be eligible for financial aid
and practice at a member institution under the rules of the institution and the conference of which
the institution is a member, regardless of the student’s qualification status (per Bylaw 14.3.1.1) at
the time of initial enrollment.

14.5.5.1.2  Attendance for Less Than One Academic Year. A transfer student from a four-year
institution who was a partial qualifier (as defined in Bylaws 14.02.9.2 and 14.02.9.3) or a non-
qualifier (as defined in Bylaw 14.02.9.3) and who attended the four-year institution less than
one full academic year shall not be eligible for competition during the first academic year of
attendance at the certifying institution. Participation in practice sessions and the receipt of
financial aid during the first academic year of attendance at the certifying institution by such
students is governed by the provisions of Bylaws 14.3.2.1 (partial qualifiers) and 14.3.2.2 (non-
q u a l i f i e r s ) .

14.5.5.2  Exceptions or Waivers for Transfers from Four-Year Colleges. A transfer student (other
than one under disciplinary suspension per Bylaw 14.5.1.3) from a four-year collegiate institution is
not subject to the residence requirement for intercollegiate competition, provided the student does
not have an unfulfilled residence requirement at the institution from which he or she is transferring
and any of the following exceptions is satisfied. During the student-athlete’s first academic year of
full-time collegiate enrollment, such conditions may serve as a basis for a waiver of or an exception to
the residence requirement only for transfer students who, at the time of initial collegiate enrollment,
met the requirements for “qualifiers” (set forth in Bylaw 14.3.1) in the division to which they are
t r a n s f e r r i n g . In the sport of basketball, a student-athlete who initially enrolls as a full-time student
subsequent to the conclusion of the first term of the academic year and qualifies for an exception to
the one-year residence requirement shall not be eligible for competition until the ensuing academic
y e a r . (Revised: 1/10/90, 1/10/91 effective 8/1/91, Revised: 4/27/00 effective 8/1/01 for those stu-
dent-athletes first entering the certifying institution on or after 8/1/01)

14.5.5.2.1  Educational Exchange Exception. The student returns to his or her original institu-
tion under any of the following conditions:

( a ) After participation in a cooperative educational exchange program, provided the student is to
receive a baccalaureate degree from the institution from which the student transferred to par-
ticipate in the exchange program;

( b ) After one semester or quarter of attendance at another institution for purposes of taking acad-
emic courses not available at the original institution, regardless of whether they are required
in the degree program the student-athlete is pursuing at the first institution. In such an
instance, the student also may take additional courses that were available at the first institu-
tion; or

( c ) After one academic year of attendance at another collegiate institution, in accordance with the
program recommended by the appropriate academic officer at the original institution, provid-
ed the student was in good academic standing at the time the student left the original institu-
t i o n .
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14.5.5.2.2  Exchange Student Exception. The student is enrolled in the certifying institution for a
specified period of time as a bona fide exchange student participating in a formal educational
exchange program that is an established requirement of the student-athlete’s curriculum.
(Revised: 1/11/89, 1/10/92)

14.5.5.2.3  Discontinued Academic Program Exception. The student changed institutions in
order to continue a major course of study because the original institution discontinued the
academic program in the student’s major.  (Revised: 4/27/00)

14.5.5.2.4  Foreign Student Program Exception. The individual is a foreign student who is
required to transfer (one or more times) because of a study program predetermined by the gov-
ernment of the student’s nation or the sponsoring educational organization.

14.5.5.2.5  Military-Service, Church-Mission Exception. The student returns from at least 18
months of active service in the armed forces of the United States, or from at least 18 months of
active service on an official church mission.

14.5.5.2.5.1  Collegiate Enrollment Concurrent with Military Service. The amount of time
that an individual is enrolled as a regular student in a collegiate institution while concur-
rently on active military duty or engaged in active service on an official church mission
may not be counted as a part of the 18-month active-duty period that qualifies a student
for an exception to the transfer-residence requirement.

14.5.5.2.6  Discontinued/Nonsponsored-Sport Exception. In a particular sport when the student
transfers at any time to the certifying institution and participates in the sport on the intercolle-
giate level after any of the following conditions has occurred:

( a ) The student’s original four-year collegiate institution dropped the sport (in which the student
has practiced or competed at that institution in intercollegiate competition) from its intercolle-
giate program; or

( b ) The student’s original four-year collegiate institution reclassified the sport (in which the stu-
dent has practiced or competed at that institution in intercollegiate competition) from
Division I to Division III status, and the student subsequently had not competed in that sport
on the Division III level; or

( c ) The student’s original four-year collegiate institution never sponsored the sport on the inter-
collegiate level while the student was in attendance at the institution, provided the student
had never transferred from any other collegiate institution that offered intercollegiate compe-
tition in that particular sport.

14.5.5.2.6.1  Original Institution. In applying this provision for an exception to the resi-
dence requirement, the original collegiate institution shall be the one in which the stu-
dent was enrolled immediately prior to transfer to the certifying institution, it being
understood that, if the student is transferring from an institution that never sponsored
the sport on the intercollegiate level, the student never shall have attended any other
collegiate institution that offered intercollegiate competition in that sport.

14.5.5.2.7  Two-Year Nonparticipation Exception. The student transfers to the certifying institu-
tion from another four-year college and, for a consecutive two-year period immediately prior to the
date on which the student begins participation (practice and/or competition), the student has nei-
ther competed nor engaged in other countable athletically related activities in the involved sport
in intercollegiate competition, or has neither practiced nor competed in organized noncollegiate
amateur competition while enrolled as a full-time student in a collegiate institution. This two-year
period does not include any period of time prior to the student’s initial collegiate enrollment.
(Revised: 1/10/95)

14.5.5.2.8  Return to Original Institution without Participation Exception. The student enrolls at
a second four-year collegiate institution, does not compete or engage in other countable athletical-
ly related activities in the involved sport at the second institution and returns to the original insti-
t u t i o n .

14.5.5.2.9  Nonrecruited Student Exception. The student transfers to the certifying institution,
and the following conditions are met:

( a ) The student-athlete was not recruited by the certifying institution (per Bylaw 13.02.10.1);

( b ) No athletically related financial assistance has been received by the student-athlete; and

( c ) The student-athlete has neither competed nor engaged in other countable athletically related
activities in intercollegiate athletics prior to transfer, except that a student may have partici-
pated in limited preseason tryouts.
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14.5.5.2.10  One-Time Transfer Exception. The student transfers to the certifying institution from
another four-year collegiate institution, and all of the following conditions are met (for graduate
students, see also Bylaw 14.1.7.1):

(a ) The student is a participant in a sport other than basketball, Division I-A football or men’s
ice hockey at the institution to which the student is transferring. A participant in Division
I-AA football at the institution to which the student is transferring may utilize this excep-
tion only if the participant transferred to the certifying institution from an institution that
sponsors Division I-A football or the participant transfers from a Division I-AA institution
that offers athletically related financial aid in the sport of football to a Division I-AA insti-
tution that does not offer athletically related financial aid in the sport of football; ( R e v i s e d :
1/16/93 effective 8/1/93, Revised: 1/11/94, 1/10/95, Revised: 11/1/00 effective 8/1/01)

( b ) The student has not transferred previously from one four-year institution unless, in the previ-
ous transfer, the student-athlete received an exception per Bylaw 14.5.5.2.6 (discontinued/
nonsponsored sport exception); ( R e v i s e d : 1/11/94, 1/11/97)

(c ) The student is in good academic standing and meets the satisfactory-progress require-
ments. The transferring student must be one who would have been academically eligible
had he or she remained at the institution from which the student transferred, and he or she
also must be eligible at the certifying institution as a regularly enrolled, full-time, degree-
seeking student who was admitted in accordance with the regular, published entrance
requirements of the institution. The student shall not be required to fulfill the necessary
percentage-of-degree requirements per Bylaw 14.4.3.2 at the previous institution; ( R e v i s e d :
1/10/95, 1/9/96)

(d) If the student is transferring from an NCAA or NAIA member institution, the student’s
previous institution shall certify in writing that it has no objection to the student’s being
granted an exception to the transfer-residence requirement. If the student’s previous insti-
tution denies his or her request for the release, the institution shall inform the student-
athlete in writing that he or she, upon request, shall be provided a hearing conducted by
an institutional entity or committee outside of the athletics department (e.g., the office of
student affairs; office of the dean of students; or a committee composed of the faculty ath-
letics representative, student-athletes and nonathletics faculty/staff members). The insti-
tution shall have established reasonable procedures for promptly hearing such a request;
and (Revised: 1/11/94, 4/26/01)

( e ) If the student transfers to the certifying institution from a Division III member institution
and meets the foregoing conditions, he or she may be eligible to compete but shall not receive
athletically related financial aid during the first academic year in residence at the certifying
i n s t i t u t i o n .

14.5.5.3  Competition in Year of Tr a n s f e r . A transfer student from a four-year institution, who has
received a waiver of or exception to the transfer residence requirement (per Bylaw 14.5.5.2), is not eli-
gible to compete during the segment that concludes with the NCAA championship at the certifying
institution if the student-athlete has competed during that segment of the same academic year in that
sport at the previous four-year institution. (Adopted: 1/10/95 effective 8/1/95; Revised: 1/14/97
effective 8/1/97)

14.5.6  “4-2-4” College Transfers. A student who transfers from a four-year college to a two-year col-
lege and then to the certifying institution shall complete one academic year of residence at the certifying
institution prior to engaging in intercollegiate competition, unless the student has completed a minimum
of 24-semester or 36-quarter hours at the two-year college following transfer from the four-year college
most recently attended, one calendar year has elapsed since the student’s departure from the previous
four-year college (i.e., one year since the date that the student-athlete takes formal action with the appro-
priate institutional authorities required for all students to indicate that the student-athlete is leaving the
previous four-year institution and no longer will be attending classes) and the student has graduated from
the two-year college. The 24-semester or 36-quarter hours must be transferable-degree credit to the certify-
ing institution with a cumulative minimum grade-point average of 2.000 (see also Bylaws 14.5.4.6.1 and
1 4 . 5 . 4 . 6 . 3 . 2 ) . (Revised: 1/10/90, 2/16/00)

14.5.6.1  Exceptions. A “4-2-4” transfer student who does not meet the requirements of Bylaw 14.5.6
is not subject to the residence requirement for intercollegiate competition if any of the following condi-
tions is met:

( a ) The student returns to the four-year college from which he or she transferred to the two-year col-
lege, provided the student did not have an unfulfilled residence requirement at the time of the
transfer from the four-year college. The amount of time originally spent in residence at the first
four-year college may be used by the student in completing the unfulfilled residence requirement
at that institution; or

Transfer Regulations/14.5.5.2.10—14.5.6.1
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( b ) The student initially was enrolled in a four-year collegiate institution that never sponsored the
student’s sport on the intercollegiate level while the student was in attendance at the institution
(provided the student never had attended any other four-year collegiate institution that offered
intercollegiate competition in that particular sport) and provided the student was a qualifier and
satisfactorily completed an average of at least 12-semester or -quarter hours of transferable-
degree credit acceptable toward any baccalaureate degree program at the certifying institution
during each academic term of attendance with an accumulative minimum grade-point average of
2.000 (see Bylaw 14.5.4.6.3.2), and spent at least two semesters or three quarters in residence at
the two-year college (excluding summer sessions). (Adopted: 1/11/89)

14.5.6.2  Calendar-Year Time Lapse. It is not required that the calendar year specified in B y l a w
14.5.6 elapse prior to the student’s initial enrollment as a regular student in the second four-year
institution, but the calendar year must elapse before the student represents the certifying institu-
tion in intercollegiate competition. However, the student-athlete shall be eligible on the first day of
classes or on the date of the first scheduled intercollegiate contest that falls earlier than the first
day of classes in the regular academic term in which the student would become eligible, provided
the student has fulfilled the one-academic-year requirement.

14.5.6.3  Transfer Prior to Completion of Requirements. All transfer requirements set forth in Bylaw
14.5.6, except the calendar-year time-lapse requirement (see Bylaw 14.5.6.2), must be met prior to the
student-athlete’s transfer to the certifying institution. Thus, if a student-athlete transfers from a four-
year institution to a two-year college and, prior to completing the applicable transfer requirements,
transfers to a member institution, the student-athlete shall be subject to the one-year residence
requirement, even though during the course of that one-year residence at the certifying institution, the
student-athlete may complete the necessary requirements.

14.6  HIGH-SCHOOL ALL-STAR GAMES, EFFECTS ON ELIGIBILITY
A student-athlete shall be denied the first year of intercollegiate athletics competition if, following com-
pletion of high-school eligibility in the student-athlete’s sport and prior to the student-athlete’s high-
school graduation, the student-athlete competes in more than two all-star football contests or two all-
star basketball contests. (See Bylaw 30.2.1.1 for definition of high-school all-star contest.)

14.7  OUTSIDE COMPETITION, EFFECTS ON ELIGIBILITY
The eligibility of a student-athlete who engages in outside competition (see Bylaw 17.02.9) is affected as set
forth in the following regulations.

14.7.1  Outside Competition, Sports Other Than Basketball. A student-athlete in any sport
other than basketball who participates during the academic year as a member of any outside team in
any noncollegiate, amateur competition becomes ineligible for intercollegiate competition in that sport
for the remainder of the year and for the next academic year (see Bylaws 14.7.3 and 14.7.4 for excep-
tions and waivers), unless restored to eligibility prior to that time by the Academics/Eligibility/Compli-
ance Cabinet. A student-athlete is permitted to practice on such a team. (Adopted: 1/10/91 effective
8/1/91, Revised: 1/16/93, 1/11/94)

14.7.1.1  Exception. A student-athlete may compete outside of the institution’s declared playing and
practice season as a member of an outside team in any noncollegiate, amateur competition during any
official vacation period published in the institution’s catalog. The number of student-athletes from any
one institution shall not exceed the applicable limits set forth in Bylaw 17.30.2. (Adopted: 1/11/94
effective 8/1/94)

14.7.1.2  Exception—Soccer, Women’s Volleyball, Field Hockey and Men’s Water Polo. In the sports
of soccer, women’s volleyball, field hockey and men’s water polo, a student-athlete may compete outside
of the institution’s declared playing and practice season as a member of an outside team in any noncol-
legiate, amateur competition, provided: (Adopted: 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97, Revised: 4/22/98 effective
8/1/98, Revised: 1/12/99 effective 5/1/99)

( a ) Such participation occurs no earlier than May 1;

( b ) In the sports of soccer, women’s volleyball and field hockey, the number of student-athletes from
any one institution does not exceed the applicable limits set forth in 17.30.2;  (Revised: 1/12/99
effective 5/1/99)

( c ) The competition is approved by the institution’s director of athletics;

( d ) No class time is missed for practice activities or for competition; and

( e ) In the sport of women’s volleyball, all practice and competition is confined to doubles tourna-
ments in outdoor volleyball, either on sand or grass.
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14.7.1.3  Competition as Individual/Not Representing Institution. It is permissible for a stu-
dent-athlete to participate in outside competition as an individual during the academic year in
the student-athlete’s sport, as long as the student-athlete represents only himself or herself in
the competition and does not engage in such competition as a member of or receive expenses
from an outside team.

14.7.1.4  Exempt Teams. In individual sports (see Bylaw 17.02.13.2), such units as “pro-am” golf
teams, doubles tennis teams and relay teams in track and field are not considered to be outside
teams for purposes of this legislation.

14.7.2  Outside Competition, Basketball. A student-athlete who participates in any organized
basketball competition except while representing the institution in intercollegiate competition in
accordance with the permissible playing season specified in Bylaw 17.5 becomes ineligible for any
further intercollegiate competition in the sport of basketball (see Bylaws 14.7.3 and 14.7.4 for excep-
tions and waivers).

14.7.2.1  Organized Basketball Competition. Outside basketball competition, including competi-
tion involving teams with fewer than five players, shall be considered “organized” if any one of
the following conditions exists:

( a ) Teams are regularly formed or team rosters are predetermined;

( b ) Competition is scheduled and publicized in advance;

( c ) Official score is kept;

( d ) Individual or team standings are maintained;

( e ) Official timer or game officials are used;

( f ) Team uniforms are used;

( g ) Admission is charged;

( h ) A team is privately or commercially sponsored; or

( i ) Competition is either directly or indirectly sponsored, promoted or administered by an indi-
vidual, an organization or any other agency.

14.7.2.2  Individual Subject to Outside-Competition Regulations. Once a student-athlete
becomes a candidate for the institution’s basketball team (i.e., has reported for the squad), or if
the student was recruited by a member institution in part for basketball ability and subsequent-
ly enrolls in the institution, this prohibition against outside organized basketball competition
remains applicable until the student-athlete’s intercollegiate basketball eligibility has been
exhausted. This includes time while the student is officially withdrawn from college, fulfilling a
residence requirement subsequent to transfer to another college, awaiting transfer or enrolled in
a nonmember collegiate institution.

14.7.2.3  Nonrecruited, Nonparticipant. Participation by a student-athlete in organized basketball
competition while enrolled in a member institution and having participated in a sport other than
basketball would not jeopardize the student’s eligibility in the sport of basketball if the individual
had not been recruited in basketball and had not participated on or been a candidate for the insti-
tution’s intercollegiate basketball team.

14.7.3  Exceptions to Outside-Competition Regulations. The following exceptions to the out-
side-competition regulations are permitted.

14.7.3.1  In All Sports:

( a ) High-School Alumni Game. A student-athlete may compete in one game a year involving
players from the student-athlete’s former high school and its alumni team. In sports other
than basketball, this game must take place during an official vacation period of the institu-
tion’s academic year.

( b ) Olympic Games. A student-athlete may participate in the official Olympic Games, in final
tryouts that directly qualify competitors for the Olympic Games, and in officially recognized
competition directly qualifying participants for final Olympic Games tryouts. ( R e v i s e d :
1 / 1 4 / 9 effective 8/1/97 )

( c ) Official Pan American Games Tryouts and Competition. A student-athlete may participate in
official Pan American Games tryouts and competition. ( A d o p t e d : 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97)

( d ) U.S. National Te a m s . A student-athlete may participate in official tryouts and competition
involving national teams and junior national teams sponsored by the appropriate national gov-
erning bodies of the U.S. Olympic Committee (or, for the student-athletes representing anoth-
er nation, the equivalent organization of that nation or, for student-athletes competing in a
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non-Olympic sport, the equivalent organization of that sport). ( A d o p t e d : 1/14/97 effective
8 / 1 / 9 7 )

( e ) Official World Championships and World Cup Tryouts and Competition. A student-athlete
may participate in official World Championships and World Cup tryouts and competition.
( A d o p t e d : 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97)

( f ) Multisport Events. A student-athlete may participate in officially recognized state and nation-
al multisport events. ( A d o p t e d : 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97)

14.7.3.2  Additional Exceptions for Basketball Only:

( a ) Summer League. A student-athlete may compete during the period between June 15 and
August 31 or the institution’s opening day of classes (see Bylaw 17.02.11.3), whichever
comes earlier, on a team in a league approved by the Management Council per Bylaw 30.15,
provided the student-athlete has received written permission from the institution’s athletics
director (or the director’s official representative) for participation in the league. If the stu-
dent-athlete is transferring and has been officially accepted for enrollment in a second insti-
tution, and if the previous institution certifies that the student has withdrawn and does not
intend to return to that institution for the next term, this written permission is to be
obtained from the member institution to which the student-athlete is transferring. Under
such circumstances, the student-athlete does not count on the summer-league roster as a
representative of either institution. ( R e v i s e d : 1/11/94, 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97, Revised:
10/28/99 effective 8/1/00)

( b ) Puerto Rico Superior Basketball League. A student-athlete who is a resident of Puerto Rico
may participate in the Superior Basketball League of Puerto Rico.

( c ) United States vs. U.S. National Te a m s . A student-athlete may participate in the United
States against U.S. national teams. (A d o p t e d : 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97)

( d ) Outside-Team Tours.  A student-athlete may participate in an outside team summer foreign
basketball tour (see Bylaw 17.30.2).

14.7.3.3  National-Team Criteria. The criteria for determining a national team under this regula-
tion are set forth in Bylaw 30.8.1. (A d o p t e d : 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97)

14.7.4  Collegiate All-Star Contests. A student-athlete who competes as a member of a squad in
any college all-star football or basketball contest shall be denied further intercollegiate eligibility in
that sport.

14.8  ADDITIONAL WAIVERS FOR ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
Conditions under which exceptions are permitted or waivers may be granted to specific eligibility
requirements in this bylaw are noted in other sections of this bylaw. Other than these, there shall be
no waiver by the Association of any of the provisions of this bylaw except as follows.

14.8.1  Management Council Waivers. The Management Council, by a two-thirds majority of its
members present and voting, may waive specific provisions of this bylaw as follows.

14.8.1.1  Academic and General Requirements. The academic and general eligibility require-
ments may be waived under the following conditions or circumstances:

( a ) For student-athletes in times of national emergency;

( b ) For member institutions that have instituted a trimester or other accelerated academic program, pro-
vided any member institution applying for a waiver shall demonstrate a reasonable need for such
waiver. Further, the Management Council shall grant no waiver that permits a student-athlete to
compete in more than four seasons of intercollegiate competition. Under the waiver allowed, if a stu-
dent in an accelerated academic program completes the requirements for a degree before completing
eligibility, the student may participate in competition that begins within 90 days after completion of
the requirements for the degree. The Management Council shall include a report of each such excep-
tion in its annual report to the Convention; and

( c ) For institutions that have suffered extraordinary personnel losses from one or more of their
intercollegiate athletics teams due to accident or illness of a disastrous nature.

14.8.1.2  Residence Requirement. The one-year residence requirement for student-athletes may
be waived under the following conditions or circumstances:

( a ) For a student-athlete who transfers to a member institution for reasons of health. Such
request for waiver shall be initiated by the member institution from which the student-ath-
lete is transferring and shall be supported by medical recommendations of that institution’s
team physician and/or the student-athlete’s personal physician;
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( b ) For a student-athlete who transfers to a member institution after loss of eligibility due to a
violation of the regulation prohibiting pay for participation in intercollegiate athletics (see
Bylaw 12.1.1); a violation of recruiting regulations (see Bylaw 13.01.1), or for a student-ath-
lete who transfers to a Division I institution after loss of eligibility due to involvement in a
violation of the freshman or transfer eligibility requirements for financial aid, practice and
competition set forth in Bylaws 14.3.1, 14.5.4, 14.5.5 and 14.5.6. The Management Council
may waive these requirements only upon a determination of the innocence or inadvertent
involvement of the student-athlete in the violation;

( c ) On the recommendation of the Committee on Infractions, for a student-athlete who transfers
to a member institution to continue the student-athlete’s opportunity for full participation in
a sport because the student-athlete’s original institution was placed on probation by the
NCAA with sanctions that would preclude the institution’s team in that sport from partici-
pating in postseason competition during all of the remaining seasons of the student-athlete’s
eligibility (see also Bylaw 13.1.1.3.3); and (Revised: 1/10/92)

( d ) On the recommendation of the Committee on Athletics Certification for a student-athlete
who transfers to a member institution to continue the student-athlete’s opportunity for full
participation in a sport because the student-athlete’s original institution, per Bylaw 22.3.3,
is placed in a membership category that would preclude the institution’s team in that sport
from participating in postseason competition during all of the remaining seasons of the stu-
dent-athlete’s eligibility. (Adopted: 1/16/93 effective 1/1/94)

14.9  U.S. SERVICE ACADEMIES, SPECIAL ELIGIBILITY PROVISIONS
14.9.1  Five-Year Rule. The Management Council, by a two-thirds majority of its members pre-
sent and voting, may approve waivers to the five-year rule (see Bylaw 14.2) for student-athletes of
the national service academies who have exhausted eligibility in one sport but wish to compete in
another sport or sports in which they have eligibility remaining.

14.9.2  Transfer Status. A student who has attended as a freshman (plebe) only in the official
summer-enrollment program of one of the four national service academies is not considered a trans-
fer in the application of the transfer regulations of Bylaw 14.5.

14.10  CERT I F I C ATION OF ELIGIBILITY
14.10.1  Institutional Responsibility for Eligibility Certification. The chief executive officer is responsible
for approving the procedures for certifying the eligibility of an institution’s student-athletes under NCAA legis-
lation. The chief executive officer may designate an individual on the institution’s staff to administer proper
certification of eligibility. Certification of eligibility must occur prior to allowing a student-athlete to represent
the institution in intercollegiate competition. See Bylaw 14.01.1.

14.10.1.1  Eligibility Form—International Student-Athlete. The eligibility of an international
student-athlete shall be certified on a form approved by the Management Council. Failure to
complete and sign such a form prior to participating in practice or competition shall result in the
student-athlete’s ineligibility for practice or intercollegiate competition. The completed form
shall be maintained on file at the institution with other eligibility documents and shall be avail-
able for examination upon request by the NCAA, and, if the institution is a member of a confer-
ence, an authorized conference representative. ( A d o p t e d : 1/10/95 effective 8/1/95 for those stu-
dent-athletes first entering an NCAA institution on or after 8/1/95)

14.10.2  Squad-List Form. The institution’s athletics director shall compile on a form approved
by the Management Council a list of the squad members in each sport on the first day of competition
and shall indicate thereon the status of each member in the designated categories. A student-ath-
lete’s name must be on the official institutional form in order for the student to be eligible to repre-
sent the institution in intercollegiate competition. Violations of this bylaw do not affect a student-
athlete’s eligibility if the violation occurred due to an institutional administrative error or oversight
and the student-athlete is subsequently added to the form; however, the violation shall be consid-
ered an institutional violation per Constitution 2.8.1. (See Bylaw 30.13 for details about the adminis-
tration of the squad list.) (Revised: 1/14/97)

14.11  INELIGIBILITY
14.11.1  Obligation of Member Institution to Withhold Student-Athlete from Competition.
If a student-athlete is ineligible under the provisions of the constitution, bylaws or other regulations
of the Association, the institution shall be obligated to apply immediately the applicable rule and to
withhold the student-athlete from all intercollegiate competition. The institution may appeal to the
Academics/ Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet for restoration of the student-athlete’s eligibility as pro-
vided in Bylaw 14.12 if it concludes that the circumstances warrant restoration.

Additional Waivers/14.8.1.2—Ineligibility/14.11.1
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14.11.2  Ineligibility Resulting from Recruiting Violation. An institution shall not enter a stu-
dent-athlete (as an individual or as a member of a team) in any intercollegiate competition if it is
acknowledged by the institution or established through the Association’s enforcement procedures that
the institution or representative(s) of its athletics interests violated the Association’s legislation in the
recruiting of the student-athlete. The institution may appeal to the Academics/Eligibility/Compliance
Cabinet for restoration of the student-athlete’s eligibility as provided in Bylaw 14.12 if it concludes
that circumstances warrant restoration.

14.11.2.1  Payment of Legal Fees during Appeal. A member institution may provide actual and
necessary expenses for a prospect to attend proceedings conducted by the institution, its athlet-
ics conference or the NCAA that relate to the prospect’s eligibility to participate in intercolle-
giate athletics, provided the prospect either has signed a National Letter of Intent with the insti-
tution or (if the institution is not a subscribing member of the National Letter of Intent pro-
gram) the prospect has been accepted for enrollment by the institution and has provided written
confirmation of his or her intent to enroll at the institution. The cost of legal representation in
such proceedings also may be provided by the institution (or a representative of its athletics
i n t e r e s t s ) .

14.11.3  Application of Ineligibility Ruling Pending Appeal. Once an official interpretation
(per Constitution 5.4.1.2) applicable to a member institution has been issued and results in the ineli-
gibility of a student-athlete, it is necessary for the institution to apply the rule to the eligibility of
the student-athlete, even if review of the interpretation (per Constitution 5.4.1.2 or 5.4.1.4) at the
request of the institution is pending. Failure to withhold such a student-athlete from competition is
a violation of the conditions and obligations of membership.

14.11.4  Ineligible Participation

14.11.4.1  Loss of Eligibility. A student-athlete shall be denied eligibility for intercollegiate
competition in a sport if he or she participates in intercollegiate competition in that sport while
ineligible under this bylaw or other applicable NCAA legislation. The certifying institution may
appeal to the Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet for restoration of the student-athlete’s
eligibility if it concludes that the circumstances warrant restoration (see Bylaw 14.12).

14.11.4.2  Penalty for Ineligible Participation in NCAA Championship. An ineligible student-
athlete who participates in an NCAA championship forfeits eligibility for all NCAA champi-
onships for one season. The one season shall be the season immediately following disclosure of
the ineligible participation.

14.11.4.3  Penalty for Ineligible Participation or Receipt of Improper Aid. A student-athlete
who practices or competes in intercollegiate athletics and/or receives institutional financial
assistance (based in some degree on athletics ability) while ineligible for such aid, practice or
competition per Bylaw 14.3 shall be charged with the loss of one year of eligibility for practice
and varsity competition for each year gained improperly. The student-athlete shall be declared
ineligible at the time it is determined that eligibility was gained improperly. Prior to declaring
the student-athlete ineligible, the institution may provide the student-athlete an opportunity for
a hearing. The institution may appeal to the Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet for a
reduction in the period of ineligibility. (Revised: 4/26/01)

14.12  RESTORATION OF ELIGIBILITY
14.12.1  Basis for Appeal. When a student-athlete is determined to be ineligible under any
applicable provision of the constitution, bylaws or other regulations of the Association, the member
institution, having applied the applicable rule and having withheld the student-athlete from all
intercollegiate competition, may appeal to the Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet for restora-
tion of the student’s eligibility, provided the institution concludes that the circumstances warrant
restoration of eligibility.

14.12.2  Participation in Appeal Hearing. Any appeal to restore a student-athlete’s eligibility
shall be submitted in the name of the institution by the chief executive officer (or an individual des-
ignated by the chief executive officer), faculty athletics representative, senior woman administrator
or athletics director (for the men’s or women’s program). At least one of those individuals must par-
ticipate in any hearing of the appeal that involves direct participation by the student-athlete or
other individuals representing the institution or the student. ( R e v i s e d : 1 / 1 1 / 9 4 )

14.12.3  Student Responsibility, Relationship to Restoration of Eligibility. A student-
athlete is responsible for his or her involvement in a secondary or major violation of NCAA regula-
tions (as defined in Bylaws 19.02.2.1 and 19.02.2.2), and the Academics/Eligibility/Compliance
Cabinet may restore the eligibility of a student involved in any violation only when circumstances
clearly warrant restoration. The eligibility of a student-athlete involved in a major violation shall
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not be restored other than through an exception authorized by the Academics/Eligibility/Compliance
Cabinet in a unique case on the basis of specifically stated reasons.
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Figure 14-1

FIGURE 14-1
Minimum Core-Curriculum and Grade-Point Average

Requirements for Initial Eligibility

C o u r s e s Effective August 1, 1995 Effective August 1, 1996
(for those student-ath- (for those student-ath-
letes first entering a col- letes first entering a col-
legiate institution on or legiate institution on or 
after August 1, 1995) after August 1, 1996)

E n g l i s h 3 years 4 years

M a t h e m a t i c s 2 years 2 years (at the level of
Algebra I or above)

Natural/physical science 2 years 2 years

Social science 2 years 2 years

Additional academic 2 years 1 year
courses in English,
math or natural/
physical science

Additional academic 2 years 2 years
courses in any of the
above areas or foreign
language, computer
science, philosophy or
nondoctrinal religion
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Core curriculum
grade-point average 2 . 0 0 0 See Bylaw 14.3.1.1.1 for

initial-eligibility index
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Figure 14-2

FIGURE 14-2
Summary of the Definition of a Qualifier, Partial Qualifier and Nonqualifier

Qualifier
High-school GPA.......................................... Index (see Bylaw 14.3.1.1.1)
Core courses................................................ 13
Test score .................................................... Index (see Bylaw 14.3.1.1.1)
Practice in first year?.................................... Yes
Compete in first year?.................................. Yes
Athletics aid in first year?............................. Yes
Division I seasons of competition................. 4

Partial Qualifier
High-school GPA.......................................... Index (see Bylaw 14.3.2.1)
Core courses................................................ 13
Test score .................................................... Index (see Bylaw 14.3.2.1)
Practice in first year?.................................... Yes, on campus
Compete in first year?.................................. No
Athletics aid in first year?............................. Yes
Division I seasons of competition................. 3(1, 2)

Nonqualifier
Practice in first year?.................................... No
Compete in first year?.................................. No
Athletics aid in first year?............................. No
Nonathletics need-based aid first year?....... Yes
Division I seasons of competition................. 3(1,2)

(1) A fourth season of intercollegiate competition shall be granted to a partial qualifier (per Bylaw 14.02.9.2) or non-
qualifier (per Bylaw 14.02.9.3) provided that at the beginning of the fifth academic year following the student-ath-
lete’s initial, full-time collegiate enrollment, the student-athlete has received a baccalaureate degree (see Bylaw
14.3.3.1).

(2) A fourth season of intercollegiate competition shall be granted to a student-athlete with a diagnosed learning dis-
ability, provided that at the beginning of the fifth academic year following the student-athlete’s initial, full-time colle-
giate enrollment, the student-athlete has completed at least 75 percent of his or her designated-degree program
and the specified conditions are met (see Bylaws 14.3.3.2 and 14.3.3.2.1).
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Figure 14-3

FIGURE 14-3
Relationships between Academic Requirements, Recruitment, Financial Aid

and Eligibility (Bylaw 14.3) for High-School Graduates
First Entering during the 2001-02 Academic Year

CORE
GPA &

TEST SCORE
PER BYLAW

14.3.1.1.1
?

CORE
GPA &

TEST SCORE
PER BYLAW

14.3.2.1
?

NO
COMPETITION,

CAN PRACTICE ON
CAMPUS, CAN
RECEIVE AID,
THREE YEARS
ELIGIBILITY(1, 2)

NO PRACTICE,
NO COMPETITION,

CAN RECEIVE
NONATHLETICS AID

BASED ON NEED
ONLY, THREE

YEARS
ELIGIBILITY(1,2)

AID, PRACTICE
& COMPETITION

FOUR YEARS
ELIGIBILITYQUALIFIER

NONQUALIFIER PARTIAL
QUALIFIER

YES

NO

NO YES

(1) A fourth season of intercollegiate competition shall be granted to a partial qualifier (per Bylaw 14.02.9.2) or non-
qualifier (per Bylaw 14.02.9.3) provided that at the beginning of the fifth academic year following the student-ath-
lete’s initial, full-time collegiate enrollment, the student-athlete has received a baccalaureate degree (see Bylaw
14.3.3.1).

(2) A fourth season of intercollegiate competition shall be granted to a student-athlete with a diagnosed learning dis-
ability, provided that at the beginning of the fifth academic year following the student-athlete’s initial, full-time colle-
giate enrollment, the student-athlete has completed at least 75 percent of his or her designated-degree program
and the specified conditions are met (see Bylaws 14.3.3.2 and 14.3.3.2.1).
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Figure 14-4

FIGURE 14-4
Initial Eligibility

How 2001-02 legislation (NCAA Bylaw 14.3) affects student-athletes during their initial year of col-
lege attendance.

Partial
Are they eligible for... Qualifier Qualifier Nonqualifier

Academic/tutoring services Yes Yes Yes

Competition Yes No No

Complimentary admissions

One for self; all regular-season Yes Yes Yes
home athletics contests

Four complimentary admissions; Yes Yes (home No
home or away contests in the contests only)
student-athlete’s sport

Conditioning program (including Yes Yes Yes (supervised
workout apparel) only by

institution’s
strength coach
or trainer)

Drug-rehabilitation expenses Yes Yes Yes

Financial aid

Regular term Yes Yes Yes
(aid must be based
on financial need
and may not be
from an athletics
source)

Summer-orientation program (subject Yes Yes Yes
to the conditions of Bylaw 15.2.7.1.2 
and 15.2.7.1.3)

Summer school prior to initial year Yes Yes Yes
(subject to the conditions of
Bylaw 15.2.7.1.2 and 15.2.7.1.3)

Training table Yes Yes No (unless
student-athlete
pays full cost)

Institutional awards Yes Yes No
Banquets—expenses/meals

Insurance, athletics medical Yes Yes Yes

Outside competition (basketball)

During the season No (except No (except No (except
intramurals) intramurals) intramurals)

During remainder of the academic year No (except No (except No (except
(other than during the season) intramurals) intramurals) intramurals)

Summer after initial academic year Yes (only Yes (only Yes (only 
in approved in approved in approved
summer summer summer
league) league) league)
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Figure 14-4

Partial
Are they eligible for... Qualifier Qualifier Nonqualifier

Outside competition (sports other
than basketball)

During the season No (except No (except No (except
intramurals intramurals intramurals
and individual and individual and individual
competition) competition) competition)

During remainder of the academic year No (except No (except No (except
(other than during the season) intramurals intramurals intramurals

and individual and individual and individual
competition) competition) competition)

Summer after initial academic year Yes Yes Yes

Tryouts for NCAA-approved Yes Yes Yes
outside teams

Practice Yes Yes No
(on campus only)

Promotional materials, inclusion of photos Yes Yes Yes
in media guide, game programs,
brochures, etc.

Rehabilitation expenses (postsurgical) Yes (when Yes (when Yes (when
for injury unrelated to athletics rehab is rehab is rehab is
participation necessary to necessary to necessary to

prepare for prepare for prepare for
practice and practice and practice and
competition) competition) competition)

Student host Yes Yes No

Surgical expenses for injury during Yes Yes Yes
voluntary workout

Team manager Yes No No

Team travel Yes No No

Training-room facilities (in conjunction Yes Yes Yes
with weight-training program)

Weight training Yes Yes Yes (supervised
only by
institution’s
strength coach
or trainer)
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Figure 14-5

FIGURE 14-5
Academic Requirements for Eligibility for Two-Year College Transfer to a

Division I Institution (Bylaw 14.5.4) (For those student-athletes first entering a
two-year college on or after August 1, 1985, and prior to August 1, 1996)

(Note: There are additional continuing-eligibility requirements set forth in Bylaw 14.4.3
that can affect the eligibility of two-year college transfer students.)

Enrollment in Two-Year College
after August 1, 1985 and
prior to August 1, 1996

Qualifier
?

AA Degree
AND

48/72 hrs. of transferable-
degree credit

with 2.000 GPA.(1) (2)

AND
Minimum of three full-time

semesters/four full-time
quarters academic residence,

summer excluded.(3)

AA DEGREE AND 48/72 hrs. transferable-degree
credit with 2.000 GPA(1)

OR

(a) Minimum of two-semesters/three-quarters academic
residence, summer excluded;

(b) Average of 12-hours transferable-degree credit per
semester/quarter attended; AND

(c) Minimum of 2.000 GPA on all courses that would be
accepted by certifying institution, even though
course grade not acceptable for credit.

Not Eligible for
Financial Aid,

Practice or
Competition

Eligible for
Financial Aid,
Practice and

Competition(3) (4)

Eligible for
Financial Aid
and Practice

(1) 2.000 requirement effective for those students who first enrolled as regular
students in a two-year college after August 1, 1988.

(2) See Bylaws 14.5.4.2.1 and 14.5.4.3.2 for limitations on the number of trans-
ferable-degree credit hours that may be earned during summer terms.

(3) Residence requirement effective for those students who first enrolled as regular
students in a two-year college after August 1, 1990.

(4) Midyear transfer may not compete if competed in two-year college in same
academic year.

NO YES

NO YES NO

Eligible for
Financial Aid,
Practice and
Competition(3)

YES
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Figure 14-6

FIGURE 14-6
Academic Requirements for Eligibility for Two-Year College Transfer to a

Division I Institution (Bylaw 14.5.4) (For those student-athletes first entering a
two-year college on or after August 1, 1996)

(Note: There are additional continuing-eligibility requirements set forth in Bylaw 14.4.3
that can affect the eligibility of two-year college transfer students.)

Enrollment in Two-Year College
on or after August 1, 1996

Qualifier
?

SPORTS OTHER THAN
FOOTBALL AND MEN’S

BASKETBALL

AA Degree

AND

48/72 hrs. of
transferable-
degree credit

with 2.000 GPA.(1)

AND

Minimum of three-semesters/
four-quarters academic

residence, summer excluded.

AA DEGREE AND 48/72 hrs.
transferable-degree

credit with 2.000 GPA

OR

(a) Minimum of two-semesters/
three-quarters academic
residence, summer exclud-
ed;

(b) Average of 12-hours trans-
ferable-degree credit per
semester/quarter attended;
AND

(c) Minimum of 2.000 GPA on
all courses that would be
accepted by certifying insti-
tution, even though course
grade not acceptable for
credit.

Not Eligible for
Financial Aid,

Practice or
Competition

Eligible for
Financial Aid,
Practice and
Competition(2)

Eligible for
Financial

Aid
and

Practice

(1) See Bylaws 14.5.4.2.1 and 14.5.4.3.2 for limitations on the number of transferable degree credit hours that may be
earned during summer terms.

(2) Midyear transfer may not compete if competed in two-year college in same academic year.
(3) See Bylaw 14.5.4.3.1.
(4) See Bylaw 14.5.4.7 for exceptions or waivers for transfer from two-year colleges.

NO
YES (4)

NO YES

FOOTBALL AND MEN’S
BASKETBALL

AA Degree

AND

48/72 hrs. of
transferable-
degree credit

with 2.000 GPA.(1)

AND

Minimum of three-semesters/
four-quarters academic

residence, summer excluded.

Not Eligible for
Financial Aid,

Practice or
Competition

Eligible for
Financial Aid
and Practice

but Not
Competition

NO YES

NO

Eligible for
Financial Aid,
Practice and
Competition(2)

YES

Such a student who has successfully completed at least 35 percent of
the course requirements in the student’s baccalaureate degree pro-

gram at the certifying institution also is eligible for competition.(3)

EXCEPTION
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Figure 14-7
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14.01.2,
G

ood academ
ic standing.

A
ll students.

14.01.2.1

14.4.3.1
C

om
pletion of 24/36 hours or average

A
ll student-athletes w

ho have been in residence one year, utilized one season or m
idyear transfers.

of 12 per term
.

14.4.3.1.3
H

ours earned during regular academ
ic

A
ll student-athletes w

ho have been in residence one year, utilized one season or m
idyear transfers.

year (75/25).

14.4.3.1.4
D

esignation of degree program
.

A
ll student-athletes beginning third year of enrollm

ent (fifth sem
ester/seventh quarter)

and thereafter.

14.4.3.2
P

ercent of degree requirem
ents (25/50/75).

S
tudent-athlete entering collegiate institution on or after A

ugust 1, 1992 is required to have 
com

pleted at least the follow
ing percent of course requirem

ents in the student’s specific degree
program

:
E

ntering third year of collegiate enrollm
ent—

25 percent.  (N
o m

ore than 75 percent of a student-
athlete’s course requirem

ents m
ay rem

ain for degree credit.)
E

ntering fourth year of collegiate enrollm
ent—

50 percent. (N
o m

ore than 50 percent of a student-
athlete’s course requirem

ents m
ay rem

ain for degree credit.)
E

ntering fifth year of collegiate enrollm
ent—

75 percent. (N
o m

ore than 25 percent of a student
athlete’s course requirem

ents m
ay rem

ain for degree credit.)

14.4.3.3.1
F

ulfillm
ent of m

inim
um

 grade-point
S

tudent-athlete is required to present at least the follow
ing cum

ulative m
inim

um
 grade-point

average requirem
ent (90/95).

average (based on a m
axim

um
 of 4.000) of the institution’s overall cum

ulative m
inim

um
 grade-point

average required for graduation:
E

ntering third year of collegiate enrollm
ent—

90 percent
E

ntering fourth or subsequent year of collegiate enrollm
ent—

95 percent


