Dear Students,
First, I want to thank all of you for the tremendous support you’ve shown our football team this year. It’s been
awesome. Coach Ash, our football staff and players have commented on how much they appreciate your
energy and enthusiasm. Our student section has been a sea of Scarlet Knights. We need that passion to continue this Saturday against Iowa and for the rest of our home schedule. Our team has worked incredibly hard
and I know you’ll be there for them.
The Alley came about as a result of many conversations with student leaders and your desire to have a designated tailgate area where you could come early to the Busch Campus and be with your fellow students. Its
popularity exceeded everyone’s expectations. Yesterday, due to concerns about our ability to ensure student
safety, we made the decision that The Alley could not continue to be used as an area for student tailgating.
There are concerns with the capacity of the space, the availability of services and alcohol consumption. It’s
our duty to ensure a safe and fun environment for you and I know you understand that.
After meeting this morning, Athletics, Student Affairs and Public Safety have agreed to work together to see
if we can find a way to make modifications to The Alley or find an alternative site which will address the concerns. We will, of course, work with student leadership to see how this might be accomplished.
While we work toward a resolution, I urge you to remember our Creed, “Our enthusiasm on game day helps
to recruit the nation’s best!” There will be over one hundred recruits at the game this weekend. Our team
needs you. Coach Ash needs you. Rutgers needs you.
So I urge you to join with us this Saturday to create an awesome game day environment. Join me for the
Scarlet Walk at 9:30 a.m. as our team arrives to enter High Point Solutions Stadium. I know it’s early, but
you made it to The Alley, so hopefully you can make it there. Let’s pack the student section before kickoff,
cheer wildly throughout the game and join together in a rousing rendition of the Alma Mater afterwards.
That would be a wonderful statement of your commitment to Rutgers and your respect for everything we are
trying to achieve.
See you Saturday. Go RU!

Pat Hobbs
Director of Intercollegiate Athletics
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