- Print Pages

SPORTING NEWS TODAY + www.sportingnews.com

College Football: Player Diaries

Pac-10 proves its power in Week One

BY ALEX MACK
For SN Today

It was fun to be in a big nonconference
game to start the season, and also to watch
how the rest of the Pac-10 played in non-
conference games. We won our game
against Michigan State from the Big Ten,
UCLA heat Tennessee from the SEC, and
USC beat Virginia from the ACC, which
shows how strong the Pac-10is. We root for
every Pac-10 team to win all of their non-
league games.

It was good for us to get a win, but last
season we were unbeaten out of conference,
and then in Pac-10 play we lost six games.
Were we a bad team? Or was the Pac-10 just
really good? | think it was a combination of
hoth.

Winning is great, but we still have to get
better. We played all right against Michigan
State, but everyone on this team has some
room for improvement, We can’t have inter-
ceptions. We had a roughing-the-kicker
penalty that ended up in a Michigan State

hik We had some dropped balls.
There were also some interceptions we
could have gotten.

Om the offensive line, we did a good job of
staying on blocks, but we need to improve
ourconsistency, tomake sure we're focused
and getting our calls right on every play. 1
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Mack was part of an
offensive fine that
helped pave the way
for 203 yards rushing

against Michigan State

on Saturday. Spartans

coach Mark Dantonia
saidd afterward, “We faced a very good
olfensive line—one of the better ones that
wi've seen, certainly since 've been here.”
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think as the season goes on, our condition-
ing will improve and help in that regard.
We just have to work at getting better,
Nonconference is tough, but the conference
season is even harder. If we lose 3 noncon-
ference game, we can still go to the Rose
Bowl and be Pac-10 champions. But every
game in the Pac-10 isimportant. With every

experienced defense, and it's going to be a
challenge. This is also our first road game
of the season—there's good and there's bad
with that. A road game keeps everyone
focused. Everyone treats it like a business
trip.
But on the other hand, you're playing in
an unfriendly stadium. 1t's going to be loud,

conference game, starting this kend
against Washington State, we're playing for
the Rose Bowl.

We know Washington State has a very

E definitely becomes maore
diffieult. We'll work on that this week in
nd we'll be ready to play.
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First-week bye means channel surfing

BY CURTIS PAINTER
oy

For 87

We had a bye last week when every-
Ise was opening the season. That's

it it was of good at the
. It's tough to see everyone
starting when you've gone through
camp and then you have a whole week to
wait after that. But you get to see a few
more games that you don’t normally
see.

It was good to go home after practice
Saturday, relax and enjoy the games.
With the Big Ten Network, I was able to
see quite a few of them. 1 was flipping
hack and forth the whole time,

I watched most of the Missouri-1lli-
nois game,

Chase Daniel looked good. Missouri
has a tough offense to stop with so many
weapons. The way they spread it out,
someone is always open and they've got
alot of playmakers,

Even though they lost, lineds looked
good oo,

Getting to meet some of the guys | met
this summer, and now watching them
play was pretty fun. You know them,
you've developed a friendship with
them, and there's not necessarily a
hatred for another team. That's one of
the conlest things.

Missouri's Chase Daniel, I've become
friends with him, and Matt Stafford at
Georgia, Brian Hoyer at Michigan State,
he and 1 text back and forth a lot, so it's
always fun to hear how they're all doing
and vice versa. That makes the game
that much more exciting.
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Curtls Painter and Purdie were off Saturday, so he
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The one thing people don’t realize is
a lot of playe:
teams from high school, whether it'sa
guy that played with or against vou in
high school, so there are a lot of times
people know other people out on the
field. Before | got here, | wasn't aware
of all the friendships with other
teams,
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Painter is second in school history in career completion percentage (599),
fourth in completions (760(, fourth in passing yards (8,763], fourth in touch-
dewes (54} and fourth in total offense 19,1010
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