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T E A M  S T A T I S T I C S
PITT OPP

SCORING 267 243

Points Per Game 24.3 22.1

FIRST DOWNS 197 204

Rushing 73 111

Passing 104 67

Penalty 20 26

RUSHING YARDAGE 1285 2037

Yards gained rushing 1669 2262

Yards lost rushing 384 225

Rushing Attempts 402 477

Average Per Rush 3.2 4.3

Average Per Game 116.8 185.2

TDs Rushing 9 14

PASSING YARDAGE 2409 1681

Att-Comp-Int 347-194-9 295-147-14

Average Per Pass 6.9 5.7

Average Per Catch 12.4 11.4

Average Per Game 219.0 152.8

TDs Passing 17 10

TOTAL OFFENSE 3694 3718

Total Plays 749 772

Average Per Play 4.9 4.8

Average Per Game 335.8 338.0

KICK RETURNS: #-YARDS 37-821 40-786

PUNT RETURNS: #-YARDS 30-338 25-428

INT RETURNS: #-YARDS 14-138 9-249

KICK RETURN AVERAGE 22.2 19.6

PUNT RETURN AVERAGE 11.3 17.1

INT RETURN AVERAGE 9.9 27.7

FUMBLES-LOST 26-15 12-6

PENALTIES-YARDS 69-593 89-771

Average Per Game 53.9 70.1

PUNTS-YARDS 63-2568 65-2535

Average Per Punt 40.8 39.0

Net punt average 34.0 33.8

TIME OF POSSESSION/GAME 28:26 31:34

3RD-DOWN CONVERSIONS 58/163 51/161

3rd-Down Pct 36% 32%

4TH-DOWN CONVERSIONS 5/14 6/15

4th-Down Pct 36% 40%

SACKS BY-YARDS 22-132 30-244

MISC YARDS 8 0

TOUCHDOWNS SCORED 31 30

FIELD GOALS-ATTEMPTS 16-21 11-20

PAT-ATTEMPTS 25-27 28-28

ATTENDANCE 241630 235084

Games/Avg Per Game 6/40272 5/47017

F I N A L  2 0 0 5  P I T T  S T A T I S T I C S
RECORD: OVERALL HOME AWAY NEUTRAL

ALL GAMES (5-6) (5-1) (0-5) (0-0)
BIG EAST (4-3) (4-0) (0-3) (0-0)
NON-CONFERENCE (1-3) (1-1) (0-2) (0-0)  

DATE OPPONENT W/L SCORE ATTEND

9/3/05 NOTRE DAME L 21-42 66,451
9/9/05 at Ohio L 10-16 (OT) 24,545
9/17/05 at Nebraska L 6-7 77,336
9/24/05 YOUNGSTOWN STATE W 41-0 43,135
9/30/05 at Rutgers* L 29-37 37,514
10/8/05 CINCINNATI* W 38-20 30,343
10/15/05 SOUTH FLORIDA* W 31-17 33,497
10/22/05 SYRACUSE* W 34-17 33,059
11/3/05 at Louisville* L 20-42 42,692
11/12/05 CONNECTICUT* W 24-0 35,145
11/24/05 at West Virginia* L 13-45 52,997

* Big East Conference game

SCORE BY QUARTERS 1st 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total

Pitt 50 87 76 54 0 267
Opponents 81 75 44 37 6 243

I N D I V I D U A L  S T A T I S T I C S
PATs

SCORING TD FGs Kick Rush Rcv Pass DXP Saf Pts

CUMMINGS, Josh 0 14-19 19-19 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 61
LEE, Greg 7 0-0 0-0 0-0 1 0-0 0 0 44
PALKO, Tyler 6 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 3-3 0 0 36
KINDER, Derek 3 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 18
MURPHY, Tim 2 0-0 0-0 1-1 0 0-0 0 0 14
ABDUL, David 0 2-2 6-7 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 12
BUCHES, Steve 2 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 12
KIRKLEY, Raymond 2 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 12
STRONG, Darrell 1 0-0 0-0 0-0 2 0-0 0 0 10
STEPHENS-HOWLING 1 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 6
GILL, Erik 1 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 6
ALLEN, Terrell 1 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 6
JENNINGS, Rashad 1 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 6
BLADES, H.B. 1 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 6
LAY, Josh 1 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 6
REVIS, Darrelle 1 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 6
ACIERNO, Justin 1 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 6
TEAM-Pittsburgh 0 0-0 0-1 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 0
Total 31 16-21 25-27 1-1 3 3-3 0 0 267
Opponents 30 11-20 28-28 0-0 0 0-1 0 1 243

RUSHING G Att Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G

STEPHENS-HOWLING 9 96 462 28 434 4.5 0 41 48.2
JENNINGS, Rashad 8 86 427 16 411 4.8 1 31 51.4
KIRKLEY, Raymond 8 82 373 22 351 4.3 1 55 43.9
MURPHY, Tim 11 31 127 9 118 3.8 1 43 10.7
PETTIFORD, John 2 10 71 0 71 7.1 0 26 35.5
PESTANO, Marcel 11 2 34 0 34 17.0 0 19 3.1
COLLINS, Conredge 5 8 26 1 25 3.1 0 10 5.0
FURMAN, Marcus 5 5 12 2 10 2.0 0 7 2.0
CAMPBELL, Kellen 5 2 8 0 8 4.0 0 5 1.6
STRONG, Darrell 11 1 0 7 -7 -7.0 0 0 -0.6
TEAM-Pittsburgh 9 9 0 31 -31 -3.4 0 0 -3.4
PALKO, Tyler 11 70 129 268 -139 -2.0 6 10 -12.6
Total 11 402 1669 384 1285 3.2 9 55 116.8
Opponents 11 477 2262 225 2037 4.3 14 47 185.2
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I N D I V I D U A L  S T A T I S T I C S
(continued)

PASSING G Eff ic At t -Cmp-Int Pct Yds TD Lng Avg/G

PALKO, Tyler 11 126.69 341-193-9 56.6 2392 17 73 217.5
TEAM-Pittsburgh 9 0.00 3-0-0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0
STULL, Bill 2 121.40 2-1-0 50.0 17 0 17 8.5
GRAESSLE, Adam 11 0.00 1-0-0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0
Total 11 125.20 347-194-9 55.9 2409 17 73 219.0
Opponents 11 99.39 295-147-14 49.8 1681 10 76 152.8

RECEIVING G No. Yds Avg. TD Long Avg./G

LEE, Greg 11 49 962 19.6 7 73 87.5
KINDER, Derek 11 37 374 10.1 3 24 34.0
GILL, Erik 11 21 244 11.6 1 26 22.2
BUCHES, Steve 11 17 168 9.9 2 21 15.3
STRONG, Darrell 11 16 226 14.1 1 25 20.5
DELSARDO, Joe 11 15 156 10.4 0 26 14.2
MURPHY, Tim 11 14 132 9.4 1 33 12.0
STEPHENS-HOWLING 9 9 41 4.6 0 8 4.6
KIRKLEY, Raymond 8 7 56 8.0 1 39 7.0
JENNINGS, Rashad 8 5 35 7.0 0 14 4.4
ACIERNO, Justin 9 2 7 3.5 1 5 0.8
PESTANO, Marcel 11 1 5 5.0 0 5 0.5
COLLINS, Conredge 5 1 3 3.0 0 3 0.6
Total 11 194 2409 12.4 17 73 219.0
Opponents 11 147 1681 11.4 10 76 152.8

TOTAL OFFENSE G Plays Rush Pass Total Avg/G

PALKO, Tyler 11 411 -139 2392 2253 204.8
STEPHENS-HOWLING 9 96 434 0 434 48.2
JENNINGS, Rashad 8 86 411 0 411 51.4
KIRKLEY, Raymond 8 82 351 0 351 43.9
MURPHY, Tim 11 31 118 0 118 10.7
PETTIFORD, John 2 10 71 0 71 35.5
PESTANO, Marcel 11 2 34 0 34 3.1
COLLINS, Conredge 5 8 25 0 25 5.0
STULL, Bill 2 2 0 17 17 8.5
FURMAN, Marcus 5 5 10 0 10 2.0
CAMPBELL, Kellen 5 2 8 0 8 1.6
STRONG, Darrell 11 1 -7 0 -7 -0.6
TEAM-Pittsburgh 9 12 -31 0 -31 -3.4
Total 11 749 1285 2409 3694 335.8
Opponents 11 772 2037 1681 3718 338.0

FIELD GOALS FGM-FGA Pct 01-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ Lg Blk

CUMMINGS, Josh  14-19 73.7 0-0 6-7 4-4 4-8 0-0 49 3
ABDUL, David    2-2 100.0 0-0 1-1 0-0 1-1 0-0 40 0

PUNTING No. Yds Avg. Long TB FC I20 Blkd

GRAESSLE, Adam 60 2532 42.2 67 11 6 18 1
TEAM-Pittsburgh 2 0 0.0 0 0 0 0 1
CUMMINGS, Josh 1 36 36.0 36 0 0 1 0
Total 63 2568 40.8 67 11 6 19 2
Opponents 65 2535 39.0 84 4 5 13 2

LaRod Stephens-Howling

Tyler Palko (left) and Derek Kinder.



2005 STATISTICS
I N D I V I D U A L  S T A T I S T I C S
(continued)

ALL PURPOSE G Rush Rec PR KOR IR Tot Avg/G

LEE, Greg 11 0 962 0 0 0 962 87.5
STEPHENS-HOWLING 9 434 41 0 151 0 626 69.6
ALLEN, Terrell 7 0 0 0 527 0 527 75.3
JENNINGS, Rashad 8 411 35 0 0 0 446 55.8
KIRKLEY, Raymond 8 351 56 0 0 0 407 50.9
KINDER, Derek 11 0 374 0 0 0 374 34.0
REVIS, Darrelle 11 0 0 324 0 12 336 30.5
MURPHY, Tim 11 118 132 0 0 0 250 22.7
GILL, Erik 11 0 244 0 0 0 244 22.2
STRONG, Darrell 11 -7 226 0 0 0 219 19.9
BUCHES, Steve 11 0 168 0 0 0 168 15.3
DELSARDO, Joe 11 0 156 8 0 0 164 14.9
FURMAN, Marcus 5 10 0 0 94 0 104 20.8
PETTIFORD, John 2 71 0 0 0 0 71 35.5
PESTANO, Marcel 11 34 5 0 30 0 69 6.3
BLADES, H.B. 11 0 0 0 0 38 38 3.5
BRYANT, Sam 11 0 0 0 0 37 37 3.4
MORRIS, Tez 11 0 0 0 0 30 30 2.7
COLLINS, Conredge 5 25 3 0 0 0 28 5.6
LAY, Josh 11 0 0 0 0 17 17 1.5
MUSTAKAS, Gus 11 0 0 0 10 0 10 0.9
MASON, Brandon 3 0 0 0 9 0 9 3.0
CAMPBELL, Kellen 5 8 0 0 0 0 8 1.6
ACIERNO, Justin 9 0 7 0 0 0 7 0.8
GUNN, Adam 11 0 0 6 0 0 6 0.5
HORNE, J.J. 11 0 0 0 0 4 4 0.4
TEAM-Pittsburgh 9 -31 0 0 0 0 -31 -3.4
PALKO, Tyler 11 -139 0 0 0 0 -139 -12.6
Total 11 1285 2409 338 821 138 4991 453.7
Opponents 11 2037 1681 428 786 249 5181 471.0

INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds Avg TD Long

REVIS, Darrelle 4 12 3.0 0 9
LAY, Josh 3 17 5.7 0 11
BRYANT, Sam 3 37 12.3 0 37
HORNE, J.J. 2 4 2.0 0 4
BLADES, H.B. 1 38 38.0 1 38
MORRIS, Tez 1 30 30.0 0 30
Total 14 138 9.9 1 38
Opponents 9 249 27.7 3 85

PUNT RETURNS No. Yds Avg TD Long

REVIS, Darrelle 28 324 11.6 1 79
DELSARDO, Joe 1 8 8.0 0 8
GUNN, Adam 1 6 6.0 0 0
Total 30 338 11.3 1 79
Opponents 25 428 17.1 2 71

KICK RETURNS No. Yds Avg TD Long

ALLEN, Terrell 21 527 25.1 1 97
FURMAN, Marcus 6 94 15.7 0 33
STEPHENS-HOWLING 5 151 30.2 1 95
PESTANO, Marcel 2 30 15.0 0 14
MUSTAKAS, Gus 1 10 10.0 0 10
BRADY, Jemeel 1 0 0.0 0 0
MASON, Brandon 1 9 9.0 0 9
Total 37 821 22.2 2 97
Opponents 40 786 19.6 0 65

FUMBLE RETURNS No. Yds Avg TD Long

HORNE, J.J. 1 8 8.0 0 8
LAY, Josh 0 0 0.0 1 0
Total 1 8 8.0 1 8
Opponents 0 0 0.0 1 0
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P I T T  S E A S O N  H I G H S
INDIVIDUAL GAME HIGHS

Rushes 23
STEPHENS-HOWLING vs Syracuse (10/22/05)
Yards Rushing 102
JENNINGS, Rashad vs Cincinnati (10/8/05)
TD Rushes 2
PALKO, Tyler vs Syracuse (10/22/05)
Long Rush 55
KIRKLEY, Raymond vs Notre Dame (9/3/05)
Pass attempts 58
PALKO, Tyler at Rutgers (9/30/05)
Pass completions 35
PALKO, Tyler at Rutgers (9/30/05)
Yards Passing 371
PALKO, Tyler at Rutgers (9/30/05)
TD Passes 4
PALKO, Tyler at Rutgers (9/30/05)
Long Pass 73
PALKO, Tyler at Nebraska (9/17/05)
Receptions 10
KINDER, Derek at Rutgers (9/30/05)
Yards Receiving 143
LEE, Greg vs Youngstown State (9/24/05)
TD Receptions 2
LEE, Greg at West Virginia (11/24/05)
Long Reception 73
LEE, Greg at Nebraska (9/17/05)
Field Goals 3
CUMMINGS, Josh vs Cincinnati (10/8/05)
Long Field Goal 49
CUMMINGS, Josh vs Notre Dame (9/3/05)
Punts 8
GRAESSLE, Adam at Ohio (9/9/05)
GRAESSLE, Adam vs South Florida (10/15/05)
Punting Avg 49.1
GRAESSLE, Adam at Nebraska (9/17/05)
Long Punt 67
GRAESSLE, Adam at Ohio (9/9/05)
Long Punt Return 79
REVIS, Darrelle vs Cincinnati (10/8/05)
Long Kickoff Return 97
ALLEN, Terrell at Louisville (11/3/05)
Tackles 20
BLADES, H.B. at Louisville (11/3/05)
Sacks 1.0
McKILLOP, Chris at Ohio (9/9/05)
THOMAS, Derron; BLADES, H.B.; TILLMAN, Phil 

at Nebraska (9/17/05)
BOTTS, Vernon vs Youngstown State (9/24/05)
TEAM-Pittsburgh at Rutgers (9/30/05)
SALLET, Charles; SMITH, Thomas; CLERMOND, Joe; 

MUSTAKAS, Gus vs Cincinnati (10/8/05)
THATCHER, Eric; McKILLOP, Chris; CLERMOND, Joe; 

MUSTAKAS, Gus vs South Florida (10/15/05)
TEAM-Pittsburgh vs South Florida (10/15/05)
MUSTAKAS, Gus vs Syracuse (10/22/05)
WILLIAMS, Nick at Louisville (11/3/05)
HORNE, J.J.; McKILLOP, Chris; SALLET, Charles; 

TILLMAN, Phil vs Connecticut (11/12/05)

(continued on next page)
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D E F E N S I V E  S T A T I S T I C S

Tackles Sacks Pass Def Fumbles Blkd
DEFENSIVE LEADERS GP UT AT Total For Loss No-Yards Int-Yds BrUp QBH Rcv-Yds FF Kick Saf

51 BLADES, H.B. 11 67 54 121 3.5-12 1.0-6 1-38 6 . 2-0 1 . .
20 MORRIS, Tez 11 48 33 81 0.5-0 . 1-30 1 . . 2 . .
9 HORNE, J.J. 11 35 17 52 4.5-12 1.0-7 2-4 4 . 1-8 1 . .
39 THOMAS, Derron 11 23 22 45 5.5-12 1.0-1 . 1 . . . . .
41 McKILLOP, Chris 11 17 27 44 6.5-38 3.5-21 . 2 . . . . .
25 REVIS, Darrelle 11 33 8 41 1.0-2 . 4-12 9 . 2-0 . 1 .
91 TILLMAN, Phil 11 23 18 41 5.0-16 2.0-12 . 1 . . . . .
46 BRYANT, Sam 11 29 11 40 . . 3-37 2 . . . . .
55 SMITH, Thomas 10 20 12 32 4.0-8 1.0-5 . 1 . . . . .
12 LAY, Josh 11 27 2 29 3.0-6 . 3-17 11 . . . . .
17 SESSION, Clint 8 19 9 28 2.0-3 . . . . . 2 . .
40 McKILLOP, Scott 11 13 14 27 . . . . . . . . .
54 SALLET, Charles 10 14 13 27 5.5-25 2.5-20 . . 1 . . . .
10 PHILLIPS, Mike 3 12 7 19 . . . 2 . . . . .
28 THATCHER, Eric 11 11 6 17 1.0-11 1.0-11 . . . . . . .
44 BENNETT, Brian 5 13 3 16 2.0-7 . . . . . . . .
50 DUNCAN, Rashaad 11 5 10 15 1.0-2 . . 1 . . . . .
58 CLERMOND, Joe 10 10 4 14 5.0-15 2.0-6 . . . . . . .
98 BOTTS, Vernon 11 12 2 14 4.0-21 1.0-7 . . . . . . .
24 BRADY, Jemeel 7 8 6 14 . . . 1 . . . . .
47 WILLIAMS, Nick 8 6 2 8 1.0-10 1.0-10 . . . . . . .
8 GUNN, Adam 11 5 3 8 . . . . . . . 2 .
81 KINDER, Derek 11 4 3 7 . . . . . . . . .
93 MUSTAKAS, Gus 11 5 2 7 2.0-9 3.0-14 . 3 . . . . .
19 MALLEY, Keith 11 5 2 7 . . . . . . . . .
21 CARTER, Reggie 10 4 1 5 . . . . . . . . .
97 DAVIS, Corey 6 3 2 5 . . . . . . . . .
29 CAMPBELL, Tommie 11 1 4 5 . . . . . . . . .
5 COX, Kennard 11 4 . 4 . . . . . . . . .
38 CAMPBELL, Kellen 5 1 1 2 . . . . . . . . .
49 ACIERNO, Justin 9 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
35 ROSEBERRY, Doug 11 . 1 1 . . . . . . . . .
30 TIPTON, Tyler 8 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
59 ESTERMYER, Mark 11 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
TM TEAM-Pittsburgh 9 1 . 1 1.0-4 2.0-12 . . . 1-0 . . .
3 PALKO, Tyler 11 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .

Total 11 482 299 781 58-213 22-132 14-138 45 1 6-8 6 3 .
Opponents 11 472 271 743 73.0-331 30-244 9-249 48 23 15-0 18 5 1
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P I T T  S E A S O N  H I G H S  
(continued)

INDIVIDUAL GAME HIGHS

Tackles For Loss 2.5
THOMAS, Derron; SALLET, Charles at Nebraska (9/17/05)
Interceptions 1
REVIS, Darrelle vs Notre Dame (9/3/05)
REVIS, Darrelle vs Youngstown State (9/24/05)
HORNE, J.J.; REVIS, Darrelle at Rutgers (9/30/05)
BRYANT, Sam vs Cincinnati (10/8/05)
LAY, Josh vs South Florida (10/15/05)
HORNE, J.J.; REVIS, Darrelle; BRYANT, Sam; BLADES, H.B.

vs Syracuse (10/22/05)
LAY, Josh; MORRIS, Tez; BRYANT, Sam; 

vs Connecticut (11/12/05)
LAY, Josh at West Virginia (11/24/05)

PITT GAME HIGHS

Rushes 50 vs Syracuse (10/22/05)
Yards Rushing 221 vs Youngstown State (9/24/05)
Yards Per Rush 5.1 vs Youngstown State (9/24/05)
TD Rushes 2 vs Youngstown State (9/24/05)

vs Cincinnati (10/8/05)
vs Syracuse (10/22/05)

Pass attempts 59 at Rutgers (9/30/05)
Pass completions 35 at Rutgers (9/30/05)
Yards Passing 371 at Rutgers (9/30/05)
Yards Per Pass 12.8 vs Youngstown State (9/24/05)
TD Passes 4 at Rutgers (9/30/05)
Total Plays 84 at Rutgers (9/30/05)
Total Offense 528 vs Youngstown State (9/24/05)
Yards Per Play 7.9 vs Youngstown State (9/24/05)
Points 41 vs Youngstown State (9/24/05)
Sacks By 5 vs South Florida (10/15/05)
First Downs 25 vs Youngstown State (9/24/05)
Penalties 10 at Ohio (9/9/05)
Penalty Yards 80 at Ohio (9/9/05)

vs Youngstown State (9/24/05)
Turnovers 5 at West Virginia (11/24/05)
Interceptions By 4 vs Syracuse (10/22/05)

2 0 0 5  G A M E - B Y- G A M E  C O M P A R I S O N

Opponent Score 1st  Downs Rushing Passing Pass Yds Plays Tot  Yds Ret  Yds Pen Yds T/O

NOTRE DAME 21-42 20/33 31-103/50-275 35-20-1/27-18-1 220/227 66/77 323/502 83/58 55/94 2/1

Ohio 10-16 13/11 41-148/35-94 26-13-3/24-14-0 120/114 67/59 268/208 130/228 80/42 3/0

Nebraska 6-7 14/14 36-114/48-174 28-11-0/20-10-0 190/93 64/68 304/267 7/146 35/91 0/0

YOUNGSTOWN ST. 41-0 25/11 43-221/31-109 24-15-1/25-8-1 307/43 67/56 528/152 75/47 80/89 2/1

Rutgers 29-37 24/19 25-11/43-203 59-35-1/28-14-2 371/250 84/71 360/453 287/173 45/102 3/2

CINCINNATI 38-20 16/18 41-146/41-113 32-14-0/32-13-1 175/199 73/73 321/312 192/181 53/65 2/2

SOUTH FLORIDA 31-17 15/19 42-127/47-142 21-15-0/37-18-1 203/222 63/84 330/364 49/87 51/54 2/3

SYRACUSE 34-17 22/11 50-177/34-113 28-18-1/26-9-4 201/89 78/60 378/202 128/162 34/61 3/5

Louisville 20-42 17/26 28-62/49-220 30-17-0/31-21-0 198/247 58/80 260/467 169/110 50/50 2/2

CONNECTICUT 24-0 11/20 34-76/37-143 21-12-0/35-18-3 116/156 55/72 192/299 104/149 55/53 0/3

West Virginia 13-45 20/22 31-122/62-451 43-24-2/10-4-1 308/41 74/72 430/492 81/122 55/70 5/1

Totals 267-243 197/204 402-1285/477-2037 347-194-9/295-147-14 2409/1681 749/772 3694/3718 1305/1463 593/771 24/20

Note: Game totals are displayed in the format TEAM/OPPONENT for each category



STARTING LINEUPS
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O F F E N S E
GAME SE/X Rec. LT LG C RG RT TE/Y Rec. FL/Z Rec. QB FB TB

Notre Dame G. Lee Spencer Dom Williams Villani Simonitis McGlynn Gill DelSardo Palko Murphy Jennings
at Ohio G. Lee Spencer Dom Williams Villani Simonitis McGlynn Gill DelSardo Palko Murphy Buches*
at Nebraska G. Lee Spencer Dale Williams Villani Simonitis McGlynn Gill Kinder Palko K. Campbell Kirkley
Youngstown St. G. Lee Spencer Dale Williams Villani Simonitis McGlynn Gill Strong# Palko Buches# Kirkley
at Rutgers G. Lee Spencer Dale Williams Villani Simonitis McGlynn Gill Kinder Palko Buches% Kirkley
Cincinnati G. Lee Spencer C.J. Davis Villani Simonitis McGlynn Gill Kinder Palko Murphy Kirkley
South Florida G. Lee Spencer C.J. Davis Villani Simonitis McGlynn Buches Kinder Palko DelSardo@ Kirkley
Syracuse G. Lee Spencer C.J. Davis Villani Simonitis McGlynn Gill Kinder Palko Murphy Stephens-Howling
at Louisville G. Lee Spencer C.J. Davis Villani Simonitis McGlynn Strong$ Kinder Palko Buches$ Stephens-Howling$
Connecticut G. Lee Spencer C.J. Davis Villani Simonitis McGlynn Gill Kinder Palko Murphy Kirkley
at West Virginia G. Lee Spencer C.J. Davis Villani Simonitis McGlynn Gill Kinder Palko Buches** Stephens-Howling

* Pitt started two tight ends versus Ohio without a tailback
# Pitt started three tight ends versus Youngstown State without a fullback
% Pitt started two tight ends versus Rutgers without a fullback
@ Pitt started three wides versus South Florida without a fullback
$ Pitt started five wides versus Louisville without a tailback or fullback
** Pitt started two tight ends versus West Virginia without a fullback

D E F E N S E  

GAME DE DT NT DE SLB MLB WLB CB SS FS CB

Notre Dame C. McKillop Davis Idoko Sallet Thomas Blades Horne Lay Phillips Morris Revis
at Ohio C. McKillop Smith Tillman Sallet Thomas Blades Horne Lay Phillips Morris Revis
at Nebraska C. McKillop Smith Tillman Sallet Thomas Blades Horne Lay Phillips Morris Revis
Youngstown St. C. McKillop Smith Tillman Sallet Thomas Blades Horne Lay Bryant Morris Revis
at Rutgers C. McKillop Smith Tillman Sallet Thomas Blades Horne Lay Bryant Morris Revis
Cincinnati C. McKillop Smith Tillman Sallet Thomas Blades Horne Lay Bryant Morris Revis
South Florida C. McKillop Smith Tillman Sallet Thomas Blades Horne Lay Bryant Morris Revis
Syracuse C. McKillop Smith Tillman Botts Thomas Blades Horne Lay Bryant Morris Revis
at Louisville C. McKillop Duncan Tillman Botts Thomas Blades Horne Lay Bryant Morris Revis
Connecticut C. McKillop Smith Tillman Sallet Session Blades Horne Lay Bryant Morris Revis
at West Virginia C. McKillop Duncan Tillman Sallet Session Blades Horne Lay Bryant Morris Revis

Members of Pitt’s 2005 starting defense, from left to right: Charles Sallet, Thomas Smith, Phil Tillman, H.B. Blades and Chris McKillop.
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Palko, who led the Panthers to a stirring victory at
Notre Dame in 2004 with five touchdown passes, never
had much opportunity to duplicate that magic in this
year's encounter. 

The junior quarterback was sacked five times and had
a rushing game that managed just 103 total yards. Still,
Palko completed 20-of-35 passes for 220 yards and a
TD. His lone interception came at the end of the half on a
lob into the end zone. 

Defensively, linebacker H.B. Blades collected a game-
high 13 tackles for Pitt.

In addition to Wannstedt, the game also served as the
college coaching debut for Notre Dame’s Charlie Weis.

It was Pitt’s first season-opening loss since 1996.

S C O R I N G  S U M M A R Y

NOTRE DAME 7 28 7 0 42
PITT 10 3 0 8 21

First Quarter
PITT — Lee 39-yard pass from Palko 
(Cummings kick) 10:58
ND — Walker 51-yard pass from Quinn 
(Fitzpatrick kick) 8:19
PITT — Cummings 49-yard field goal 1:40 

Second Quarter
ND — Walker 2-yard run (Fitzpatrick kick) 13:07
ND — Powers-Neal 2-yard run (Fitzpatrick kick) 6:59
ND — Samardzija 19-yard pass from Quinn 
(Fitzpatrick kick) 6:03
PITT — Cummings 23-yard field goal 4:20
ND — Powers-Neal 9-yard run (Fitzpatrick kick) 1:39

Third Quarter
ND — Powers-Neal 4-yard run (Fitzpatrick kick) 7:59

Fourth Quarter
PITT — Palko 4-yard run (Murphy rush) 12:55

G A M E  S T A T I S T I C S

Team Stats ND PITT
First Downs 33 20
Rushes-Yards 50-275 31-103
Att-Comp-Int 27-18-1 35-20-1
Passing Yards 227 220
Total Yards 502 323
Punt Returns-Yards 1-23 0-0
Kick Returns-Yards 2-35 5-80
Interceptions-Yards 1-0 1-3
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 2-1
Punts-Average 3-45.7 4-48.8
Penalties-Yards 10-94 6-55
Third Down Conv. 10-15 4-14
Fourth Down Conv. 0-0 1-3
Sacks By-Yards 5-38 0-0
Possession Time 32:46 27:14
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G A M E  1

NOTRE DAME 42 • PITT 21 
SEPT. 3, 2005
HEINZ FIELD (66,451)  

PITTSBURGH—Dave Wannstedt’s Pitt head coaching
debut opened on a sour note as the Panthers could not
keep pace with high-powered Notre Dame in a 42-21 loss.

Pitt, which entered the game ranked as high as No. 23,
opened up leads of 7-0 and 10-7 in the initial period.
Notre Dame, however, exploded for 28 second-quarter
points to seize control of the contest.

Led by quarterback Brady Quinn and tailback Darius
Walker, the Irish compiled 502 yards in total offense
compared to Pitt’s 323. 

After an early interception, Quinn played virtually flawless
for the balance of the game. He hit 18-of-27 passes for
227 yards and two touchdowns. Walker rushed for 100
yards and a touchdown on 20 carries. The sophomore
back also scored on a 51-yard reception when he took a
short pass and raced through Pitt’s secondary. 

Walker’s receiving TD tied the game at 7-7 in the first
period. The Panthers struck first on the game’s opening
possession when Tyler Palko hit Greg Lee with a 39-yard
scoring pass at the 10:58 mark.

After Notre Dame tied the game, the Panthers’ reclaimed
the lead with a 49-yard field goal by Josh Cummings with
1:40 left in the first period.

It would be Pitt’s final advantage. Walker scored again
on a two-yard run just 3:33 later to put the Irish up 14-10. 

The lead swelled to 28-10 when Notre Dame scored
two TDs in a span of 56 seconds. Rashon Powers-Neal
scored on a two-yard run to make it 21-10 at the 6:59
mark. Pitt fumbled away the ensuing kickoff at its own 
19 and the Irish took advantage with a Quinn scoring
strike two plays later. 

The Panthers cut the margin to 28-13 on a 23-yard
Cummings field goal with 4:20 left in the half. But Notre
Dame responded by driving 70 yards in just under three
minutes for another touchdown and commanding 22-point
lead at intermission.

I N D I V I D U A L  S T A T I S T I C S

Rushing
ND — Walker 20-100, 1 TD; Quinn 5-49; Powers-Neal 
8-41, 3 TD; Thomas 8-40; Wolke 1-22; Jenkins 6-17;
Schwapp 2-6.
PITT — Kirkley 5-64; Jennings 7-29; Stephens-Howling
2-17; Murphy 5-2; Palko 12-(-9), 1 TD.

Passing
ND — Quinn 27-18-1, 227 yards, 2 TD.
PITT — Palko 35-20-1, 220 yards, 1 TD. 

Receiving
ND — Fasano 4-42; Walker 3-52, 1 TD; McKnight 3-51;
Samardzija 3-34, 1 TD; Stovall 2-27; Carlson 2-3;
Powers-Neal 1-18.
PITT — Lee 4-63, 1 TD; DelSardo 4-45; Buches 4-39; Gill
3-26; Kinder 2-29; Murphy 2-19; Jennings 1-(-1).

G A M E  2

OHIO 16 • PITT 10 (OT)
SEPT. 9, 2005
PEDEN STADIUM (24,545)  

ATHENS, OHIO—Ohio’s Dion Byrum returned two inter-
ceptions for touchdowns, the second one in overtime, to
give the host Bobcats a stunning 16-10 victory over Pitt.

Byrum returned his first pick 38 yards for a score in
the opening period to tie the game at 7-7. In overtime, he
bolted in front of a Pitt receiver and went 85 yards
untouched to clinch the upset.

The loss dropped Pitt to 0-2 for the first time since 1984.
Pitt fell despite a stifling defensive effort. The Panthers

gave up just 208 yards, its lowest total in 21 games. The
Bobcats managed just 94 yards on the ground and threw
for a mere 114.

Ohio (1-1) had just one sustained drive on the night, a
76-yard march in the second quarter that resulted in a
short field goal and 10-7 Bobcat lead. 

While the Panthers’ defense swarmed Ohio throughout
the game, the Pitt offense struggled significantly.

GAME SUMMARIES



The Panthers’ only touchdown came when LaRod
Stephens-Howling returned the opening kickoff 95 yards
for a score. It was the first touchdown — and kick return
— of his collegiate career. 

Pitt had consecutive drives start near midfield in the
first quarter and both failed to generate a scoring threat.
After Byrum tied the game on his first interception return,
the Panthers mounted a drive that reached the Ohio 18-
yard line early in the second quarter. The drive failed to
produce any points, however, when the Bobcats’ Todd
Koenig intercepted a pass in the end zone.

It would be Pitt’s final threat until late in the game. 
Brooks Rossman connected on a 21-yard field goal

with 2:32 left in the first half to put Ohio up by three.
Neither team mustered much offense for the balance of
the game. 

Rossman had a chance to boost the lead to six points
with 2:24 left in regulation but missed wide right on a 
37-yard field goal attempt. Pitt took over at its own 20 and
skillfully moved to the Ohio 10, where Josh Cummings
kicked a 27-yard field goal to tie the game with seven
seconds left to force overtime. 

With Pitt facing a third-and-four at the Ohio 19 on the
initial possession of OT, Byrum sealed the game’s outcome
with his second interception return.  

Pitt finished with just 268 yards in total offense. Through
the air, Tyler Palko was just 13 of 25 for 120 yards and
three interceptions. Raymond Kirkley had a game-high 
66 yards rushing on 15 carries. 

It was the Panthers’ first loss to Ohio in eight meetings. 
Pitt’s record versus the Mid-American Conference fell

to 23-2 all-time with both losses occurring on the road. 

S C O R I N G  S U M M A R Y

PITT 7 0 0 3 0 10
OHIO 7 3 0 0 6 16

First Quarter
PITT — Stephens-Howling 95-yard kickoff return
(Cummings kick) 14:47
OHIO — Byrum 38-yard interception return (Rossman
kick) 1:52

Second Quarter
OHIO — Rossman 21-yard field goal 2:32   

Third Quarter
No scoring

Fourth Quarter
PITT — Cummings 27-yard field goal 0:07

Overtime
OHIO — Byrum 85-yard interception return 

Nebraska’s lone consistent offensive threat was I-back
Cory Ross, who rushed for a game-high 153 yards on 32
carries (4.8 avg.). 

Husker quarterback Zac Taylor connected on just 10-
of-20 passes. But he did produce the game’s lone
touchdown when he rolled around the right end on
fourth-and-goal at the Pitt one to give Nebraska a 7-0
lead midway through the second quarter. 

Pitt closed to 7-3 on a 38-yard field goal by Cummings
with 12:39 left in the third period. He added a 27-yarder
just before the quarter ended to make it 7-6. 

The Panthers had a chance to take the lead at the
11:19 mark of the fourth but Cummings’ 49-yard field
goal went wide right. It would be Pitt’s final threat until
the final minute of the game. 

Pitt received encouraging production from its rushing
game. Its two tailbacks — freshman LaRod Stephens-
Howling and senior Raymond Kirkley — combined for
138 yards on 26 carries, a 5.3 average. Stephens-Howling
paced the Panthers with 98 yards on 17 carries (5.8 avg.),
showing an elusive style Pitt had been lacking in recent years.

The Panthers offense, however, failed to find the end
zone for the second consecutive game.

Pitt fell to 0-3 for the first time since 1984. Nebraska
improved to 3-0.

The game marked Pitt’s first visit to Lincoln since the
1958 season.

S C O R I N G  S U M M A R Y

PITT 0 0 6 0 6
NEBRASKA 0 7 0 0 7

First Quarter
No scoring

Second Quarter
NEB — Taylor 1-yard run (Congdon kick) 7:51   

Third Quarter
PITT — Cummings 38-yard field goal 12:39
PITT — Cummings 27-yard field goal 1:44

Fourth Quarter
No scoring

GAME SUMMARIES
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G A M E  S T A T I S T I C S

Team Stats PITT OHIO
First Downs 13 11
Rushes-Yards 41-148 35-94
Att-Comp-Int 26-13-3 24-14-0
Passing Yards 120 114
Total Yards 268 208
Punt Returns-Yards 4-26 6-62
Kick Returns-Yards 2-104 2-43
Interceptions-Yards 0-0 3-123
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0
Punts-Average 8-43.6 9-36.6
Penalties-Yards 10-80 5-42
Third Down Conv. 6-17 4-15
Fourth Down Conv. 0-1 0-0
Sacks By-Yards 1-4 3-23
Possession Time 29:01 30:59

I N D I V I D U A L  S T A T I S T I C S

Rushing
PITT — Kirkley 15-66; Jennings 13-41; Murphy 5-37;
Palko 7-3; Stephens-Howling 1-1.   
OHIO — McRae 13-50; Owens 8-26; Everson 7-9; Young
4-8; Mayle 2-2; Team 1-(-1). 

Passing
PITT— Palko 25-13-3, 120 yards; Team 1-0-0. 
OHIO — Everson 23-13-0, 112 yards; Jefferson 1-1-0, 2
yards.

Receiving
PITT — Lee 4-44; Murphy 3-19; Buches 2-22; Gill 2-13;
Jennings 1-14; Kirkley 1-8. 
OHIO — Peterson 3-18; Owens 2-32; Cody 2-17;
Fitzgerald 2-16; Mayle 2-6; McRae 1-13; Sylvan 1-10;
Everson 1-2. 

G A M E  3

NEBRASKA 7 • PITT 6
SEPT. 17, 2005
MEMORIAL STADIUM (77,336)  

LINCOLN, NEB.—A strong defensive effort nearly lifted
Pitt past host Nebraska. A potential game-winning field
goal in the final seconds, however, was blocked as the
Panthers fell just short in Lincoln, 7-6.

The Panthers’ final drive started at their 22 with 1:28
left following a missed 38-yard field goal by Nebraska.
Tyler Palko completed three passes for 38 yards and
rushed for 11 more to move the Panthers into
Cornhuskers territory.

A 26-yard reception by Joe DelSardo set up the field
goal attempt at the Nebraska 29 with seven seconds to
go. On the initial try — attempted on second down — an
errant snap was picked up by kicker Josh Cummings and
thrown incomplete. Pitt got one more chance following
the incompletion with one second remaining.

Cummings’ second attempt, however, was blocked by
Adam Ickes, allowing the Cornhuskers to escape with the
one-point victory.

Pitt outgained Nebraska 304 to 267. The Panthers
yielded only 93 passing yards and had four quarterback
sacks. H.B. Blades spearheaded Pitt’s defensive effort
with a game-high 14 tackles.



G A M E  S T A T I S T I C S

Team Stats PITT NEB
First Downs 14 14
Rushes-Yards 36-114 48-174
Att-Comp-Int 28-11-0 20-10-0
Passing Yards 190 93
Total Yards 304 267
Punt Returns-Yards 3-7 5-104
Kick Returns-Yards 0-0 2-42
Interceptions-Yards 0-0 0-0
Fumbles-Lost 3-0 1-0
Punts-Average 7-49.1 8-46.0
Penalties-Yards 4-35 11-91
Third Down Conv. 1-14 3-15
Fourth Down Conv. 1-1 2-2
Sacks By-Yards 4-27 4-34
Possession Time 27:17 32:43

I N D I V I D U A L  S T A T I S T I C S

Rushing
PITT — Stephens-Howling 17-98; Kirkley 9-40; Campbell
1-3; Murphy 1-0; Team 1-(-1); Palko 7-(-26).   
NEB — Ross 32-153; Glenn 4-20; Green 1-8; Jackson 2-
4;  Stuntz 1-4; Lucky 1-(-4); Taylor 7-(-11), 1 TD.  

Passing
PITT— Palko 26-11-0, 190 yards; Team 2-0-0, 0 yards. 
NEB — Taylor 20-10-0, 93 yards.

Receiving
PITT — Lee 3-101; Kinder 2-12; Stephens-Howling  2-9;
DelSardo 1-26; Gill 1-26; Strong 1-19; Kirkley 1-(-3). 
NEB — Ross 3-23; Hardy 2-15; Phillips 2-8; Nunn 1-36;
LeFlore 1-8; Sievers 1-3.  

G A M E  4

PITT 41 • YOUNGSTOWN STATE 0
SEPT. 24, 2005
HEINZ FIELD (43,135)  

PITTSBURGH—Pitt achieved its first win of the season,
and of the Dave Wannstedt coaching era, with a 41-0
demolition of Youngstown State at Heinz Field.

After suffering consecutive losses in narrow fashion
the previous two weeks, the Panthers responded by
dominating every facet of this game. 

The Pitt offense resurrected its productive ways with
an effective vertical passing game complemented by a
solid running attack. Defensively, the Panthers continued
their recent strong play and achieved their first shutout
since the 2001 season.

After struggling to find its legs in recent weeks, the
Panthers’ offense broke out for 528 yards. Quarterback
Tyler Palko and receiver Greg Lee were a particularly potent
tandem. Palko threw for 290 yards on 14-of-22 passing
with three touchdowns and one interception. Lee was on
the receiving end of six passes for 143 yards and a TD.

On the ground Pitt (1-3) churned out 221 yards rushing.
Raymond Kirkley produced a game-high 83 yards on 
17 carries (4.9 avg.). In addition to rushing for a 12-yard
touchdown, Kirkley also opened the scoring by taking a
screen pass 39 yards for a score just a minute-and-a-half
into the contest.

G A M E  S T A T I S T I C S

Team Stats YSU PITT
First Downs 11 25
Rushes-Yards 31-109 43-221
Att-Comp-Int 25-8-1 24-15-1
Passing Yards 43 307
Total Yards 152 528
Punt Returns-Yards 0-0 4-46
Kick Returns-Yards 2-47 1-20
Interceptions-Yards 1-0 1-9
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 2-1
Punts-Average 8-39.0 2-40.5
Penalties-Yards 9-89 9-80
Third Down Conv. 1-13 6-12
Fourth Down Conv. 1-3 2-2
Sacks By-Yards 2-13 1-7
Possession Time 28:48 31:12

I N D I V I D U A L  S T A T I S T I C S

Rushing
YSU — Mason 16-64; Reams 8-37; Gibson 4-11; 
Zetts 1-9; Gliatta 2-(-12).
PITT — Kirkley 17-83, 1 TD; Pettiford 7-51; Murphy 2-45,
1 TD; Stephens-Howling 10-42; Furman 2-9; Campbell 1-5;
Team 1-(-3); Palko 3-(-11).

Passing
YSU — Zetts 19-6-1, 29 yards; Gliatta 6-2-0, 14 yards.
PITT — Palko 22-14-1, 290 yards, 3 TD; Stull 2-1-0, 
17 yards. 

Receiving
YSU — Edgerson 2-7; Evans 1-21; Peterson 1-14; 
King 1-10; Wright 1-7; Mason 1-(-2); Zetts 1-(-14).
PITT — Lee  6-143, 1 TD; Strong  3-62; Kinder  2-43; 
Gill  2-12, 1 TD; Kirkley 1-39, 1 TD; Buches 1-8.

G A M E  5

RUTGERS 37 • PITT 29
SEPT. 30, 2005
RUTGERS STADIUM (37,514)  

PISCATAWAY—A valiant second-half rally was not enough
to overcome a large halftime deficit as Pitt fell to host
Rutgers, 37-29, in the Big East opener for both teams.

Rutgers cruised to a 27-0 halftime lead behind the
sharp passing of Ryan Hart and an effective rushing
attack. It was three key plays in the first quarter, however,
that put Pitt back on its heels and had it playing from
behind the entire evening. 

Rutgers (3-1, 1-0) opened up a 17-0 lead less than 11
minutes into the game courtesy of two special teams
gems and a quick-hitting 80-yard drive.

Brian Leonard took a screen pass 33 yards for a touch-
down to open the scoring at the 9:25 mark. On the
ensuing kickoff, Pitt returner Marcel Pestano was leveled
by Rutgers coverman Glen Lee resulting in a fumble and,
ultimately, a Scarlet Knight field goal. Willie Foster then
broke open the game with a 71-yard punt return for a
touchdown, giving Rutgers a commanding 17-point bulge
at the 4:10 mark of the initial period.

Rutgers added 10 more points in the second quarter,
including another TD catch by Leonard (11 yards) before
Pitt (1-4, 0-1) regrouped at halftime.

One of the most accomplished teams on the NCAA I-AA
level, Youngstown State (3-1) averaged 40 points per game
over its first three contests. Against the Panthers, however,
YSU did not convert a third down until the final quarter
and never seriously mounted a scoring threat. 

The Penguins were limited to 152 total yards, including
only 43 through the air. YSU’s quarterbacks combined to
hit only 8-of-25 passes.

H.B. Blades compiled a game-high 10 tackles. Darrelle
Revis had a third-quarter interception that Pitt parlayed
into a touchdown.

It was Pitt’s first shutout since a 42-0 blanking of
Rutgers during the 2001 season. 

The Panthers led only 16-0 at halftime but could have
been up by more. Pitt fumbled at the goal line after a
short pass completion and also had an interception in the
end zone in the opening two quarters.

Eighteen points in the third period put the game away.
In addition to Kirkley’s touchdown run, David Abdul
kicked a 40-yard field goal and Lee hauled in a 27-yard
scoring pass. 

Despite being located a mere 70 miles apart, the game
marked the first-ever meeting between Pitt and YSU. The
Panthers improved to 5-0 all-time versus I-AA schools. 

S C O R I N G  S U M M A R Y

YSU 0 0 0 0 0
PITT 9 7 18 7 41

First Quarter
PITT — Kirkley 39-yard pass from Palko (kick failed) 13:23
PITT — Abdul 22-yard field goal 9:51 

Second Quarter
PITT — Gill 3-yard pass from Palko (Abdul kick) 7:47

Third Quarter
PITT — Kirkley 12-yard run (Palko pass to Lee) 13:40
PITT — Abdul 40-yard field goal 10:59
PITT — Lee 27-yard pass from Palko (Abdul kick) 10:39

Fourth Quarter
PITT — Murphy 43-yard run (Abdul kick) 10:02

M E D I A  I N F O R M A T I O N
2 0 0 6  P R E V I E W
C O A C H I N G  S T A F F
P L A Y E R  P R O F I L E S
2 0 0 6  O P P O N E N T S
2 0 0 5  S E A S O N  I N  R E V I E W
R E C O R D  B O O K
P R O  F O O T B A L L
P A N T H E R  H I S T O R Y
T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y
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Second Quarter
RU — Ito 26-yard field goal 14:01
RU — Leonard 11-yard pass from Hart (Ito kick) 0:44

Third Quarter
PITT — Lee 13-yard pass from Palko (Abdul kick) 10:39
PITT — Acierno 2-yard pass from Palko (Abdul kick) 4:42
RU — Moses 25-yard pass from Hart (Ito kick) 0:15 

Fourth Quarter
PITT — Buches 18-yard pass from Palko (Abdul kick) 13:38
RU — Ito 42-yard field goal 10:03
PITT — Kinder 3-yard pass from Palko (Palko pass to
Strong) 7:26

G A M E  S T A T I S T I C S

Team Stats PITT RU
First Downs 24 19
Rushes-Yards 25-(-11) 43-203
Att-Comp-Int 59-35-1 28-14-2
Passing Yards 371 250
Total Yards 360 453
Punt Returns-Yards 4-116 1-71
Kick Returns-Yards 7-167 4-89
Interceptions-Yards 2-4 1-13
Fumbles-Lost 2-2 1-0
Punts-Average 6-40.3 6-37.8
Penalties-Yards 7-45 13-102
Third Down Conv. 9-19 6-15
Fourth Down Conv. 1-3 0-0
Sacks By-Yards 1-8 5-45
Possession Time 27:50 32:10

I N D I V I D U A L  S T A T I S T I C S

Rushing
PITT — Kirkley 8-15; Murphy 7-8; Palko 10-(-34).
RU — Rice 15-114; Leonard 18-68; Underwood  8-28;
Teel 1-1; Hart 1-(-8).

Passing
PITT — Palko 58-35-1, 371 yards, 4 TD; Graessle 1-0-0,
0 yards.
RU — Hart 25-12-2, 207 yards, 3 TD; Teel 3-2-0, 43 yards. 

Receiving
PITT — Kinder 10-78, 1 TD; Lee 9-130, 1 TD; DelSardo
5-41; Strong 4-59; Buches 2-39, 1 TD; Kirkley 2-9;
Acierno 2-7, 1 TD; Gill 1-8.
RU — Tucker 4-74; Moses 4-73, 1 TD; Leonard 4-62, 2 TD;
Harris 2-41.

G A M E  6

PITT 38 • CINCINNATI 20
OCT. 8, 2005
HEINZ FIELD (30,343)  

PITTSBURGH—Pitt earned its second victory of the season
with a convincing 38-20 decision over Cincinnati at Heinz
Field. The game, dubbed the “River City Rivalry,” marked
the first between the two schools since 1981 and the
Bearcats’ first as Big East members.

The Panthers’ special teams played a major role in the
game’s outcome.

GAME SUMMARIES
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Facing such a sizable deficit, the Panthers went to the
air in the second half. Pitt pulled within 27-14 late in the
third period after Tyler Palko threw a pair of touchdown
passes. Greg Lee got the Panthers on the board with a
13-yard scoring reception and Justin Acierno took a two-
yard pass in for a score to give the Panthers life.

Pitt’s momentum, though, was halted after the Scarlet
Knights forced a fumble at the Pitt 27 and cashed in with
a 25-yard Hart TD pass to boost the lead to 34-14.

Pitt came right back with an 18-yard touchdown catch
by Steve Buches to make it 34-21 with 13:38 left in the
contest. As it seemed to do all evening, though, Rutgers
responded to the challenge. Jeremy Ito kicked his third
field goal of the game, this one a 42-yarder to make it 37-
21 with just over 10 minutes left. 

The Panthers rallied to within striking distance again
when Derek Kinder scored on a three-yard reception and
Darrell Strong caught an ensuing two-point conversion
pass to make it an eight-point game with 7:26 left.

Pitt would reach the Rutgers 15 on its next
possession, but a false start penalty and a quarterback
sack ultimately killed the chance. Facing fourth-and-18 at
the 29, Pitt tried a fake punt that resulted in an
incomplete pass.

Pitt was outgained 453 to 360. Ray Rice rushed for
114 yards, while Hart threw for 207 yards and three TDs.
Palko threw for 371 yards and four TDs on 35-of-58
passing. It was Rutgers’ first victory over Pitt since 1998.
The Panthers had won six consecutive games versus the
Scarlet Knights headed into this year’s encounter. 

S C O R I N G  S U M M A R Y

PITT 0 0 14 15 29
RUTGERS 17 10 7 3 37

First Quarter
RU — Leonard 33-yard pass from Hart (Ito kick) 9:25
RU — Ito 22-yard field goal 5:59
RU — Foster 71-yard punt return (Ito kick) 4:10 

Placekicker Josh Cummings, who underwent knee
surgery on his right (kicking) leg just two weeks prior,
returned to action and accounted for a career-high 12
points. Cummings connected on all six of his placements,
including three field goals and three extra-point attempts.

Pitt got its first blocked kick of the season when
reserve linebacker Adam Gunn came off the edge to get
his hands on Chet Ervin’s punt early in the second
quarter. The Panthers recovered it at the Cincinnati six
and cashed in two plays later with a Tyler Palko
touchdown run to seize a 10-0 lead at the 11:13 mark.

Pitt’s resurgent punt return game also provided one of
the key plays in the victory. Darrelle Revis scored his first
career touchdown on a dazzling 79-yard return – the
Panthers’ first punt return for a score in three seasons –
to give Pitt a 30-7 lead late in the third period. 

The strong special teams play, coupled with a solid 
defensive effort, resulted in Pitt holding a significant
advantage in field position all day. The Panthers’ average
starting field position was at their own 42, while
Cincinnati’s was at its 26.

The game was played in a light rainfall for most of the
afternoon. While the increasingly sloppy conditions were
not conducive for an effective passing game, Pitt’s rushing
attack did produce 146 yards, 111 of which were gained
after halftime. Freshman tailback Rashad Jennings, who
had missed three consecutive games due to a shoulder
injury, rushed for 102 yards on 11 carries, an average of
9.3 yards per attempt. The bullish Jennings notched his
first career touchdown with a 13-yard jaunt in the third
quarter. He had runs of 24 and 31 yards during the period
to become the first true freshman to rush for 100 yards
at Pitt in seven seasons.

Pitt (2-4, 1-1) staked a 16-0 halftime lead behind three
Cummings field goals and Palko’s second-quarter touch-
down run. Cummings displayed his All-Big East form of a
year prior by connecting from 27, 39 and 45 yards.

Cincinnati (2-3, 0-1) sliced the lead to 16-7 at the
13:36 mark of the third period with a 73-yard touchdown



G A M E  7

PITT 31 • SOUTH FLORIDA 17
OCT. 15, 2005
HEINZ FIELD (33,497)

PITTSBURGH—Pitt overcame two early mistakes and a
10-0 first-quarter deficit to defeat South Florida, 31-17, in
a Big East game at Heinz Field. The Panthers utilized their
most efficient passing effort of the season and three USF
turnovers to earn their second consecutive victory. 

Tyler Palko accounted for all four Pitt touchdowns,
throwing for three and running for another, as the Panthers
improved to 3-4 overall and 2-1 in the Big East.

The game’s turning point was a 21-point outburst by
Pitt in less than a six-minute span in the second quarter.
The three touchdowns came in the wake of an inauspicious
start for Pitt, which sputtered early.

South Florida’s initial points came off of short drives
due to a pair of miscues in the first quarter by the Panthers.
The Bulls blocked a punt and recovered it at the Pitt four.
Two plays later quarterback Pat Julmiste plunged in from
the one, giving USF a 7-0 lead at the 8:49 mark.

On the Panthers’ next possession Palko fumbled while
under pressure and South Florida recovered at the Pitt
27. Pitt’s defense held, forcing the Bulls to settle on a 
36-yard field goal and 10-0 lead.

The Panthers seized control at the beginning of the
second period. On the opening play of the quarter, Palko
zipped a screen pass to Greg Lee, who weaved through
the USF secondary en route to a 69-yard touchdown. The
pair then hooked up again on a 41-yard pass to the Bulls’
three following a Darrelle Revis fumble recovery. Tim Murphy
hauled in a three-yard scoring pass to make it 14-10.

Another South Florida fumble was recovered by J.J.
Horne and returned eight yards to the USF 12. Palko
again took advantage, plunging in from a yard out to put
the Panthers up 21-10 with just under nine minutes left
in the second quarter.

South Florida (3-3, 1-1) quickly cut the deficit to 21-17
when Andre Hall scored on a 76-yard touchdown pass
barely a minute later. USF, however, would draw no closer. 

drive. The Bearcats, however, could draw no closer. Pitt
quickly responded with a 52-yard TD drive of its own,
climaxed by Jennings’ run. Revis’ punt return later in the
period essentially iced the result as the Panthers notched
their first Big East win of the season.

S C O R I N G  S U M M A R Y

CINCINNATI 0 0 14 6 20
PITT 3 13 14 8 38

First Quarter
PITT — Cummings 27-yard field goal 11:20

Second Quarter
PITT — Palko 5-yard run (Cummings kick) 11:13
PITT — Cummings 39-yard field goal 2:56
PITT — Cummings 45-yard field goal 1:21

Third Quarter
UC — Glatthaar 4-yard run (Lovell kick) 13:36
PITT — Jennings 13-yard run (Cummings kick) 11:41
PITT — Revis 79-yard punt return (Cummings kick) 4:04
UC — Celek 47-yard pass from Grutza (Lovell kick) 1:06

Fourth Quarter
PITT — Lee 10-yard pass from Palko (Palko pass to Strong)
14:54
UC — Jackson 22-yard pass from Grutza (pass failed) 2:07

G A M E  S T A T I S T I C S

Team Stats UC PITT
First Downs 18 16
Rushes-Yards 41-113 41-146
Att-Comp-Int 32-13-1 32-14-0
Passing Yards 199 175
Total Yards 312 321
Punt Returns-Yards 2-32 6-96
Kick Returns-Yards 8-149 2-96
Interceptions-Yards 0-0 1-0
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 2-2
Punts-Average 9-35.2 7-35.4
Penalties-Yards 7-65 6-53
Third Down Conv. 5-17 5-17
Fourth Down Conv. 0-1 0-0
Sacks By-Yards 1-7 4-24
Possession Time 30:51 29:09

I N D I V I D U A L  S T A T I S T I C S

Rushing
UC — Glatthaar 16-63, 1 TD; Benton 11-35; Grutza 11-7;
Goodman 2-5; Davila 1-3.
PITT — Jennings 11-102, 1 TD; Kirkley 12-30; 
Pettiford 3-20; Collins 7-15; Team 1-(-1); Murphy 3-(-5); 
Palko 4-(-15), 1 TD.

Passing
UC — Grutza 19-9-0, 180 yards, 2 TD; Davila 13-4-1, 
19 yards.
PITT — Palko 32-14-0, 175 yards, 1 TD. 

Receiving
UC —Jackson 3-85, 1 TD; Jones 3-4; Ross 2-27;
Glatthaar 2-19; Celek 1-47, 1 TD; Benton 1-12; 
Giddens, 1-5.
PITT — Lee 3-77, 1 TD; Strong 3-37; Kinder 3-27;
Murphy 2-24; Buches 2-5; Pestano 1-5.

Two third-quarter scores put the game away. Josh
Cummings kicked a 27-yard field goal to make it 24-17
with 2:53 left in the period. Three plays later, Bernard
“Josh” Lay returned an interception 11 yards to the
South Florida eight. Palko again obliged by throwing his
third touchdown pass of the game, an eight-yard catch
by Darrell Strong, to make it 31-17.  

Freshman tailback LaRod Stephens-Howling made his
return to the lineup versus South Florida after missing
two games due to an ankle injury. He proved an effective
complement to the passing game, rushing for a game-high
91 yards on 14 attempts, an average of 6.5 yards per carry.

USF’s Hall entered the game as the Big East’s leading
rusher with 519 yards in five contests. The Panthers,
however, bottled him up for just 79 yards on 19 carries.
Hall did finish with 131 receiving yards on seven catches,
but it was not enough to help USF overcome Pitt’s second-
quarter onslaught.

The Bulls, two games removed from their surprising
45-14 rout of nationally ranked Louisville, lost to Pitt for
the second consecutive season. South Florida’s visit to
Heinz Field marked their first Big East road game.

S C O R I N G  S U M M A R Y

SOUTH FLORIDA 10 7 0 0 17
PITT 0 21 10 0 31

First Quarter
USF — Julmiste 1-yard run (Bronson kick) 8:49
USF — Bronson 36-yard field goal 6:06

Second Quarter
PITT — Lee 69-yard pass from Palko (Cummings kick)
14:47
PITT — Murphy 3-yard pass from Palko (Cummings
kick) 11:05
PITT — Palko 1-yard run (Cummings kick) 8:50
USF — Hall 76-yard pass from Julmiste (Bronson kick) 8:03

Third Quarter
PITT — Cummings 27-yard field goal 2:53 
PITT — Strong 8-yard pass from Palko (Cummings kick)
1:48

Fourth Quarter
No scoring

G A M E  S T A T I S T I C S

Team Stats USF PITT
First Downs 19 15
Rushes-Yards 47-142 42-127
Att-Comp-Int 37-18-1 21-15-0
Passing Yards 222 203
Total Yards 364 330
Punt Returns-Yards 3-19 2-(-1)
Kick Returns-Yards 4-68 3-31
Interceptions-Yards 0-0 1-11
Fumbles-Lost 2-2 2-2
Punts-Average 6-34.7 9-42.6
Penalties-Yards 7-54 5-51
Third Down Conv. 4-16 5-14
Fourth Down Conv. 1-3 0-0
Sacks By-Yards 4-35 5-20
Possession Time 30:29 29:31
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I N D I V I D U A L  S T A T I S T I C S

Rushing
USF —  Hall 19-79; Julmiste 20-58, 1 TD; Ponton 3-15;
Jackson 2-1; Chambers 1-0; Hester 2-(-11).
PITT — Stephens-Howling 14-91; Kirkley 8-27; Jennings
11-22; Pestano 1-15; Murphy 1-4; Team 1-(-1); Palko 
6-(-31), 1 TD.

Passing
USF — Julmiste 35-18-0, 222 yards, 1 TD; Denson 
2-0-1, 0 yards.
PITT — Palko 21-15-0, 203 yards, 3 TD. 

Receiving
USF —Hall 7-131, 1 TD; Green 4-37; Jackson 3-24;
Johnson 2-15; Chambers 1-8; Peyton 1-7.
PITT — Lee 3-106, 1 TD; Gill 2-30; DelSardo 2-11;
Murphy 2-7, 1 TD; Kirkley 2-3; Kinder 1-18; Buches 1-16;
Strong 1-8, 1 TD; Jennings 1-4.

G A M E  8

PITT 34 • SYRACUSE 17
OCT. 22, 2005
HEINZ FIELD (33,059)  

PITTSBURGH—Pitt overcame an early deficit for the second
consecutive game and defeated Syracuse, 34-17, at Heinz
Field. It was Pitt’s third consecutive victory on the season
and fourth in the last five games.

Tyler Palko ran for two touchdowns and threw for
another for the Panthers, who improved to 4-4 overall
and 3-1 in Big East play. The combination of Palko and
freshman tailback LaRod Stephens-Howling, who rushed
for 101 yards, fueled a Pitt surge that resulted in 27
unanswered points.

Pitt’s offense took advantage of an exceptional
defensive effort that produced five Syracuse turnovers,
including four interceptions. The Panthers yielded just
202 total yards and did not allow Syracuse to convert any
of its 12 third-down situations. 

GAME SUMMARIES
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Syracuse opened up leads of 10-0 and 17-7 thanks to
some early Pitt mistakes. The Panthers suffered three
turnovers in the first half and had a punt blocked. 

With the offense struggling through its second
consecutive slow start, the Pitt defense took charge. 
H.B. Blades returned an interception 38 yards for a
touchdown, slicing Pitt’s deficit to 10-7 early in the
second quarter. 

Syracuse (1-6, 0-4) went back up by 10 when it scored
a touchdown off a blocked punt. The Panthers responded,
though, by scoring 10 points in the final 1:42 of the half
to tie the score. 

Derek Kinder caught an 11-yard scoring pass to make
it 17-14 after a J.J. Horne interception. Josh Cummings
kicked a 39-yard field goal on the final play of the half to
tie it.

Pitt claimed the lead for good with a skillful drive to
open the second half. The Panthers drove 60 yards in
seven plays, capped by a two-yard plunge by Palko.
Following a missed Syracuse field goal, Palko hit Greg
Lee with a 37-yard pass to the Orange 7. Palko then
snuck in from a yard out, making it 31-17 with 14:24 left
in the game.  

Cummings completed the scoring with a 30-yard field
goal at the 3:34 mark. Despite a miss from 27 yards, the
senior placekicker accounted for 10 points in the victory,
converting two field goals and all four of his extra-point
attempts.

Palko overcame an early interception in the end zone to
finish 18 of 28 for 201 yards. Kinder caught eight passes
for a career-best 81 yards and his TD.

In addition to his touchdown, Blades collected 11
tackles and had a fumble recovery. Horne had eight
tackles to go with his pick. Darrelle Revis and Sam
Bryant also had interceptions.

S C O R I N G  S U M M A R Y

SYRACUSE 10 7 0 0 17
PITT 0 17 7 10 34

First Quarter
SU — Lane 4-yard pass from Patterson (Krautman kick)
5:37
SU — Barker 32-yard field goal 3:09

Second Quarter
PITT — Blades 38-yard interception return (Cummings
kick) 14:09
SU — McCoy 21-yard blocked punt return (Krautman
kick) 10:59
PITT — Kinder 11-yard pass from Palko (Cummings
kick) 1:42
PITT — Cummings 39-yard field goal 0:00

Third Quarter
PITT — Palko 2-yard run (Cummings kick) 9:56 

Fourth Quarter
PITT — Palko 1-yard run (Cummings kick) 14:24
PITT — Cummings 30-yard field goal 3:34 

G A M E  S T A T I S T I C S

Team Stats SU PITT
First Downs 11 22
Rushes-Yards 34-113 50-177
Att-Comp-Int 26-9-4 28-18-1
Passing Yards 89 201
Total Yards 202 378
Punt Returns-Yards 3-43 5-36
Kick Returns-Yards 4-46 3-54
Interceptions-Yards 1-73 4-38
Fumbles-Lost 2-1 3-2
Punts-Average 6-43.5 6-30.3
Penalties-Yards 9-61 4-34
Third Down Conv. 0-12 9-18
Fourth Down Conv. 1-2 0-0
Sacks By-Yards 1-10 1-5
Possession Time 24:30 35:30

I N D I V I D U A L  S T A T I S T I C S

Rushing
SU — Rhodes 23-74; Patterson 5-16; Fields 3-12;
Washington 2-8; Jones 1-3.
PITT — Stephens-Howling 23-101; Jennings 12-52;
Murphy 4-22; Collins 1-10; Palko 7-2, 2 TD; Team 2-(-3);
Strong 1-(-7).

Passing
SU — Patterson 25-9-3, 89 yards, 1 TD; Fields 1-0-1, 
0 yards.
PITT — Palko 28-18-1, 201 yards, 1 TD. 

Receiving
SU — Moss 2-29; Lane 2-18, 1 TD; Shor 1-11; Ferron 
1-11; Bedle 1-11; Rhodes 1-6; Chiara 1-3.
PITT — Kinder 8-81, 1 TD; Lee 2-46; Gill 2-20; Buches 
2-12; DelSardo 1-14; Murphy 1-13; Strong 1-11;
Stephens-Howling 1-4.

G A M E  9

LOUISVILLE 42 • PITT 20
NOV. 3, 2005
PAPA JOHN’S CARDINAL STADIUM
(42,692)  

LOUISVILLE—Pitt’s three-game winning streak was
snapped in Louisville as the host Cardinals blew open a
close game in the second half and cruised to a 42-20 win.

Pitt trailed just 22-20 at halftime but could not muster
any points over the final two quarters. Louisville, ranked
as high as 24th in the national polls, used the running of
Michael Bush (115 yards and two touchdowns) and the
kicking of Art Carmody (a school-record four field goals)
to turn back the Panthers. 

Pitt (4-5, 3-2 Big East) seized its first and only lead with
58 seconds to go in the first half when Tyler Palko hit Derek
Kinder on a 12-yard scoring pass. The strike put Pitt up
20-19 but the advantage would be short lived. The Cardinals
(6-2, 2-2) claimed the lead for good when Carmody
connected on a 47-yard field goal just 53 seconds later.  

Despite appearing ready to stick with the high-powered
Cardinals, Pitt faltered over the final 30 minutes. Louisville
scored on its first three possessions of the second half,
with Bush rushing in from three yards and Carmody
connecting on field goals of 32 and 36 yards, to take a
35-20 lead into the fourth quarter. 



The Panthers drove to the Louisville 22 early in the
final period before a succession of penalties killed the
drive. After a punt, the Cardinals put the finishing touches
on the game with a nine-minute drive that was capped by
a four-yard touchdown run by Kolby Smith.

Pitt was outgained 467 yards to 260. The Panthers
mustered just 101 yards in the second half. Perhaps
most telling was the fact that Pitt failed to force a single
Louisville punt on the night. 

The game began with the teams trading touchdowns in
the first 25 seconds. Terrell Allen fumbled away the
opening kickoff and Louisville’s Deon Palmer recovered in
the end zone just 11 seconds into the contest. Allen
quickly atoned for the miscue by returning the ensuing
kick 97 yards for a touchdown. 

Louisville went up 14-7 on a five-yard run by Bush.
The lead expanded to 16-7 late in the opening period
when Pitt sent a long snap over the head of punter Adam
Graessle, resulting in a safety.

Pitt pulled within 16-13 after Josh Cummings
connected on field goals of 40 and 25 yards. Carmody
bumped the lead to 19-13 with a 46-yard field goal, but
Pitt responded with a skillful four-play, 63-yard drive
capped by Palko’s scoring pass to Kinder for a 20-19 lead. 

It would be the final points for Pitt. The Cardinals
quickly reclaimed the lead with a field goal before
intermission and then methodically pulled away in the
second half. 

Palko finished 17 of 30 for 198 yards and passed for
the Panthers’ lone offensive touchdown. H.B. Blades
compiled 20 tackles and a fumble recovery.

S C O R I N G  S U M M A R Y

PITT 7 13 0 0 20
LOUISVILLE 16 6 13 7 42

First Quarter
UL — Palmer fumble recovery in end zone (Carmody
kick) 14:49
PITT — Allen 97-yard kickoff return (Cummings kick)
14:35
UL — Bush 5-yard run (Carmody kick) 11:43
UL — Safety (Pitt punt snap goes out of end zone) 4:55

Second Quarter
PITT — Cummings 40-yard field goal 13:37
PITT — Cummings 25-yard field goal 10:05
UL — Carmody 46-yard field goal 6:50
PITT — Kinder 12-yard pass from Palko (Cummings
kick) 0:58
UL — Carmody 47-yard field goal 0:05

Third Quarter
UL — Bush 3-yard run (Carmody kick) 12:41
UL — Carmody 32-yard field goal 4:02
UL — Carmody 36-yard field goal 0:24

Fourth Quarter
UL — Smith 4-yard run (Carmody kick) 0:40

G A M E  S T A T I S T I C S

Team Stats PITT UL
First Downs 17 26
Rushes-Yards 28-62 49-220
Att-Comp-Int 30-17-0 31-21-0
Passing Yards 198 247
Total Yards 260 467
Punt Returns-Yards 0-0 1-40
Kick Returns-Yards 7-169 4-70
Interceptions-Yards 0-0 0-0
Fumbles-Lost 3-2 4-2
Punts-Average 4-33.2 0-0.0
Penalties-Yards 6-50 6-50
Third Down Conv. 2-10 8-15
Fourth Down Conv. 0-2 1-3
Sacks By-Yards 1-10 2-8
Possession Time 22:50 37:10

I N D I V I D U A L  S T A T I S T I C S

Rushing
PITT — Jennings 12-70; Stephens-Howling 9-17;
Murphy 1-1; Palko 4-(-5); Team 2-(-21).
UL — Bush 16-115, 2 TD; Smith 15-58, 1 TD; Stripling
10-46; Brohm 6-14; Team 1-(-1); Douglas 1-(-12).

Passing
PITT — Palko 30-17-0, 198 yards, 1 TD.
UL — Brohm 31-21-0, 247 yards. 

Receiving
PITT — Lee 7-95; Strong 2-23; Kinder 2-22, 1 TD;
Stephens-Howling 2-8; Gill 2-4; Murphy 1-33; DelSardo 1-13.
UL — Tinch 7-72; Bush 4-59; Douglas 3-54; Jones 3-27;
Barnidge 2-19; Smith 2-16.

G A M E  1 0

PITT 24 • CONNECTICUT 0
NOV. 12, 2005
HEINZ FIELD (35,145)  

PITTSBURGH—Pitt closed out the home portion of its
schedule with a 24-0 victory over Connecticut at Heinz
Field. The win evened the Panthers’ record at 5-5 (4-2 Big
East) and kept their postseason hopes alive heading into
the regular-season finale at West Virginia. 

Pitt produced just 192 yards in total offense compared
to Connecticut’s 299, and managed just 11 first downs to
the Huskies’ 20. The game turned in the Panthers’ favor,
though, with two key plays in the second quarter.

Trailing 7-0, Connecticut (4-5, 1-4) threatened to cut
into the deficit when it moved inside the Pitt 10 with under
six minutes to go in the half. The drive stalled and the
Huskies had to settle on a 26-yard field goal attempt.
Darrelle Revis, however, kept Connecticut off the scoreboard
when he came off the edge and blocked the kick. Bernard
“Josh” Lay scooped up the ball and raced 71 yards for a
touchdown and 14-0 lead. 

It was Pitt’s first touchdown off a blocked field goal
since 1994 and the third career score for Lay, who
previously had TDs on fumble and interception returns. 

Connecticut had one more chance to put some points on
the board before intermission. Working a short field, the
Huskies moved to the Pitt two, where Matt Nuzie kicked a
20-yard field goal. But Pitt’s Darrell Strong was flagged for
leaping on a teammate’s back in an attempt to block the kick.

The penalty advanced the ball to the one-yard line and
Connecticut elected to go for it. On the final play of the half
Cornell Brockington went up the middle but was stopped
short of the goal line by freshman tackle Rashaad Duncan,
who made the initial contact, and linebacker H.B. Blades.

With Pitt’s defense tightening in its own territory, the
offense posted just enough production for the victory. 

Tyler Palko accounted for Pitt’s two other touchdowns.
He capped the Panthers’ opening possession of the game
with a two-yard scoring pass to Steve Buches. In the third
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GAME SUMMARIES
quarter Palko finished off a 28-yard drive with a one-yard
plunge. The short drive was set up by a deflected punt by
Adam Gunn.

Josh Cummings completed the scoring with a 42-yard
field goal in the fourth quarter. The Panthers clinched their
second shutout of the year with three interceptions in the
final period. Lay, who had his pick in the end zone, Sam
Bryant and Tez Morris all intercepted UConn quarterback
Matt Bonislawski, who was a surprise starter after missing
three games due to a shoulder injury.

It was the fifth consecutive victory for Pitt at Heinz
Field following its season-opening loss to Notre Dame.

S C O R I N G  S U M M A R Y

CONNECTICUT 0 0 0 0 0
PITT 7 7 7 3 24

First Quarter
PITT — Buches 2-yard pass from Palko (Cummings kick)
8:17 

Second Quarter
PITT — Lay 71-yard blocked field goal return (Cummings
kick) 5:07

Third Quarter
PITT — Palko 1-yard run (Cummings kick) 2:02

Fourth Quarter
PITT — Cummings 42-yard field goal 2:24

G A M E  S T A T I S T I C S

Team Stats UCONN PITT
First Downs 20 11
Rushes-Yards 37-143 34-76
Att-Comp-Int 35-18-3 21-12-0
Passing Yards 156 116
Total Yards 299 192
Punt Returns-Yards 2-13 1-7
Kick Returns-Yards 5-136 1-30
Interceptions-Yards 0-0 3-67
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-0
Punts-Average 7-37.7 7-42.7
Penalties-Yards 6-53 6-55
Third Down Conv. 6-18 4-13
Fourth Down Conv. 0-0 0-0
Sacks By-Yards 2-22 4-27
Possession Time 32:59 27:01

I N D I V I D U A L  S T A T I S T I C S

Rushing
UCONN — Brockington 19-73; Caulley 6-45; Bonislawski
12-25.
PITT — Kirkley 8-26; Jennings 7-26; Stephens-Howling
10-22; Pestano 1-19; Murphy 1-3; Furman 3-1; Palko 4-
(-21), 1 TD.

Passing
UCONN — Bonislawski 35-18-3, 156 yards.
PITT — Palko 21-12-0, 116 yards, 1 TD. 

Receiving
UCONN — Young 6-65; Caulley 6-37; Williams 2-24;
McLean 2-12; Murray 1-12; Fogarty 1-6.
PITT — Gill 2-47; Buches 2-20, 1 TD; Kinder 2-20; Lee 
2-15; Stephens-Howling 2-4; Strong 1-7; Collins 1-3.
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G A M E  1 1

WEST VIRGINIA 45 • PITT 13
NOV. 24, 2005
MOUNTAINEER FIELD (52,997)  

MORGANTOWN, W.VA.—Pitt closed the 2005 season with
a 45-13 loss to rival West Virginia at Mountaineer Field in
front of a Thanksgiving night ESPN television audience. 

The defeat left the Panthers with a 5-6 record (4-3 Big
East) and out of the bowl picture for the first time since
1999.

West Virginia, ranked as high as No. 12, used an
impressive rushing attack and swarming defensive effort
to overwhelm the Panthers. The Mountaineers racked up
451 yards on the ground and threw just 10 passes the
entire game.

Pitt produced 430 total yards but only managed a pair
of first half touchdowns. The Panthers turned the ball
over a season-high five times.

West Virginia (9-1, 6-0 Big East) was fueled by the
potent rushing tandem of quarterback Pat White and
running back Steve Slaton. The pair combined for an
astounding 399 rushing yards and five touchdowns.

White rushed 23 times for 220 yards and two touch-
downs, averaging 9.6 yards per carry. Slaton scored
three TDs (two rushing and one receiving) while bulldoz-
ing for 179 yards on 34 carries (5.3 avg.).

Pitt hung tough for a half and trailed only 21-13 at in-
termission. Tyler Palko hooked up with Greg Lee on scoring
passes of 63 and 31 yards to account for the Panthers’
two scores. The second TD drew Pitt within 14-13 early
in the second quarter but the extra point was missed.

The Panthers would draw no closer. White ran in from
six yards out with 1:43 left in half to go up by eight.
Although it reached midfield, Pitt could not parlay its last
possession of the half into points.

West Virginia posted just a field goal in the third period
before exploding for 21 points in the final quarter.
Fourteen of those points were the result of Pitt turnovers. 

Palko threw for 308 yards on 24-of-43 passing. He
threw two interceptions, one of which was returned 40
yards for a score late in the game by Jahmile Addae. Lee
had six catches for 142 yards (23.7 avg.) and the two TDs. 

Compounding Pitt’s problems with stopping the Moun-
taineers was the fact that defensive leader H.B. Blades left
the game early due to an ankle injury. The junior middle
linebacker and leading tackler made just a pair of early
stops before leaving the game in the opening quarter.

S C O R I N G  S U M M A R Y

PITT 7 6 0 0 13
WEST VIRGINIA 14 7 3 21 45

First Quarter
WVU—Slaton 16-yard pass from White (McAfee kick) 8:01
PITT-—Lee 63-yard pass from Palko (Cummings kick) 6:36
WVU-—White 4-yard run (McAfee Kick) 1:30

Second Quarter
PITT—Lee 31-yard pass from Palko (kick failed) 12:08
WVU—White 6-yard run (McAfee kick) 1:43

Third Quarter
WVU—McAfee 29-yard field goal 8:42

Fourth Quarter
WVU—Slaton 3-yard run (McAfee kick) 12:23
WVU—Slaton 6-yard run (McAfee kick) 5:52
WVU—Addae 40-yard interception return (McAfee kick)
2:03

G A M E  S T A T I S T I C S

Team Stats PITT WVU
First Downs 20 22
Rushes-Yards 31-122 62-451
Att-Comp-Int 43-24-2 10-4-1
Passing Yards 308 41
Total Yards 430 492
Punt Returns-Yards 1-5 1-21
Kick Returns-Yards 6-70 3-61
Interceptions-Yards 1-6 2-40
Fumbles-Lost 6-3 0-0
Punts-Average 3-37.3 3-37.3
Penalties-Yards 6-55 6-70
Third Down Conv. 7-15 4-10
Fourth Down Conv. 0-2 0-1
Sacks By-Yards 0-0 1-9
Possession Time 26:11 33:49

I N D I V I D U A L  S T A T I S T I C S

Rushing
PITT—Jennings 13-69; Stephens-Howling 10-45; Palko
6-8; Murphy 1-1; Team 1-(-1).
WVU—White 23-220, 2 TD; Slaton 34-179, 2 TD: Schmitt
4-54; Team 1-(-2).

Passing
PITT— Palko  43-24-2, 308 yards, 2 TD
WVU—White 10-4-1, 41 yards, 1 TD

Receiving
PITT—Lee 6-142, 2 TD;  Kinder 5-44; Gill 4-58; Murphy
3-17; Jennings 2-18; Stephens-Howling 2-16; Buches 
1-7; DelSardo 1-6.
WVU—Reynaud 2-26; Slaton 1-16, 1 TD; Myles 1-(-1)
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J U S T I N  A C I E R N O  Fullback
Big East All-Academic Football Team

H . B .  B L A D E S  Linebacker
First Team All-Big East

ECAC Division I Football All-Star Team

Coaching Staff Defensive Player of the Game (Syracuse)

J E M E E L  B R A D Y  Free Safety
Coaching Staff Special Teams Player of the Game (South

Florida)

S A M  B R Y A N T  Strong Safety
Pitt’s Most Improved Defensive Player

K E N N A R D  C O X  Cornerback
Coaching Staff Special Teams Player of the Game (Syracuse)

J O S H  C U M M I N G S  Placekicker
Second Team All-Big East

C . J .  D A V I S  Offensive Guard
Coaching Staff Offensive Player of the Game (Connecticut)

M A R K  E S T E R M Y E R  Long Snapper
Big East All-Academic Football Team

A D A M  G R A E S S L E  Punter
Coaching Staff Special Teams Player of the Game

(Youngstown State)

A D A M  G U N N  Linebacker
Coaching Staff Special Teams Player of the Game (Cincinnati)

J . J .  H O R N E  Linebacker 
Pitt’s Special Teams MVP

Coaching Staff Defensive Player of the Game (Cincinnati)

R O N  I D O K O  Defensive Tackle
Big East All-Academic Football Team

R A S H A D  J E N N I N G S Running Back
Coaching Staff Offensive Player of the Game (Cincinnati)

D E R E K  K I N D E R  Wide Receiver
Pitt’s Most Improved Offensive Player

Coaching Staff Offensive Player of the Game (Syracuse)

R A Y M O N D  K I R K L E Y  Running Back
Pitt’s Offensive MVP

B E R N A R D  " J O S H "  L A Y  Cornerback
First Team All-Big East

ECAC Division I Football All-Star Team

Pitt’s Defensive MVP

Coaching Staff Defensive Player of the Game (Connecticut)

Coaching Staff Defensive Player of the Game (South Florida)

G R E G  L E E  Wide Receiver
First Team All-Big East

ECAC Division I Football All-Star Team

Coaching Staff Offensive Player of the Game (South Florida)

K E I T H  M A L L E Y  Linebacker
Pitt’s Ironman Award

C H R I S  M C K I L L O P  Defensive End
Coaching Staff Defensive Player of the Game (Youngstown

State)

T E Z  M O R R I S  Free Safety
Second Team All-Big East

Pitt’s Demale Stanley Award (most inspirational)

T Y L E R  P A L K O  Quarterback
Second Team All-Big East

Big East All-Academic Football Team

ABC Chevrolet Player of the Game (Notre Dame)

Coaching Staff Offensive Player of the Game (Youngstown State)

D A R R E L L E  R E V I S  Cornerback
First Team All-Big East

Pitt’s Most Improved Special Teams Player

ABC Chevrolet Player of the Game (Nebraska)

Coaching Staff Special Teams Player of the Game (Connecticut)

C H A R L E S  S P E N C E R  Offensive Tackle
Second Team All-Big East

D O U G  R O S E B E R R Y  Linebacker
Big East All-Academic Football Team

D A L E  W I L L I A M S  Offensive Lineman
Big East All-Academic Football Team

Charles Spencer

Bernard “Josh” Lay

2005 HONORS AND AWARDS



PITT IN THE BIG EAST
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B I G  E A S T O V E R A L L

T E A M W - L P C T. W - L P C T.

West Virginia 7-0 1.000 11- 1 .917 
Louisville 5-2 .714 9-3 .750 
Rutgers 4-3 .571 7-5 .583 
USF 4-3 .571 6-6 .500 
Pittsburgh 4-3 .571 5-6 .455 
Connecticut 2-5 .286 5-6 .455 
Cincinnati 2-5 .286 4-7 .364 
Syracuse 0-7 .000 1-10 .091

F I N A L  2 0 0 5  B I G  E A S T  S T A N D I N G S

Greg Lee topped the Big East in receiving yards per game with
an 87.5 average.

Darrelle Revis led the Big East in punt returns (11.6-yard average)
and ranked second in interceptions (.36 int. per game).

B I G  E A S T  I N D I V I D U A L  R A N K I N G S  ( T O P  3 )
Individual Category Avg./Rat ing Big East

Greg Lee Receiving 87.5 yards/game 1st
Receptions 4.45 rec./game 3rd

Darrelle Revis Punt Returns 11.6 yards/return T-1st
Interceptions 0.36 interceptions/game T-2nd

H.B. Blades Tackles 11.0 tackles/game 1st
Tyler Palko Passing 217.5 yards/game 2nd

Total Offense 204.8 yards/game 3rd
Adam Graessle Punting 42.2 yards/punt 2nd
Bernard “Josh” Lay Passes Defended 1.27 passes defended/game T-2nd
Josh Cummings PAT Kicking Pct. 100.0 (19-19) T-1st

Field Goals 1.56 FG/game 2nd
Field Goal Pct. 73.7 pct. (14-19) 3rd
Scoring (kickers) 6.8 pts./game 3rd

B I G  E A S T  T E A M  R A N K I N G S  ( T O P  3 )
Category Avg./Rat ing Big East

Pass Defense 152.8 yds./game 1st
Pass Defense Efficiency 99.4 rating 1st
Opponent Penalties 70.1 yds./game 1st
Red Zone Defense 68.4 pct. (26-38) 1st
Field Goals 76.2 pct. (16-21) 2nd
Pass Offense 219.0 yds./game 3rd
Kickoff Coverage 19.6 yds./return 3rd
Punt Returns 11.3 yds./return 3rd
Opp. 4th-Down Conv. 40.0 pct. (6-15) 3rd
Opp. 3rd-Down Conv. 31.7 pct. (51-161) 3rd



M E D I A  I N F O R M A T I O N
2 0 0 6  P R E V I E W
C O A C H I N G  S T A F F
P L A Y E R  P R O F I L E S
2 0 0 6  O P P O N E N T S
2 0 0 5  S E A S O N  I N  R E V I E W
R E C O R D  B O O K
P R O  F O O T B A L L
P A N T H E R  H I S T O R Y
T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y
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PITT IN THE NCAA
N C A A  I N D I V I D U A L  R A N K I N G S  ( T O P  5 0 )
Individual Category Avg./Rat ing NCAA

Josh Cummings Field Goals 1.56 field goals/game 18th
Darrelle Revis Punt Returns 11.57 yards/return 20th

Interceptions 0.36 interceptions/game T-28th
Tyler Palko Points Responsible For 13.64 points/game 25th
Greg Lee Receiving Yds./Game 87.45 yards/game 28th
Adam Graessle Punting 42.20 yards/punt 29th

N C A A  I N D I V I D U A L  D E F E N S I V E  R A N K I N G S  ( T O P  5 0 )
Individual Category Avg./Rat ing NCAA

Bernard “Josh” Lay Passes Defended 1.27 passes defended/game T-10th
H.B. Blades Tackles 11.0 tackles/game 13th

Solo Tackles 6.09 solos/game T-18th
Darrelle Revis Passes Defended 1.18 passes defended/game T-19th

N C A A  T E A M  R A N K I N G S  ( T O P  5 0 )
Category Avg./Rat ing NCAA

Pass Defense 152.82 yds./game 2nd
Pass Efficiency Defense 99.36 rating 6th
Defense 3rd Down Effic. 31.7 pct. (51-161) 13th
Passes Had Intercepted 9 total T-23rd
Kickoff Returns 22.19 yds./return 27th
Defense 4th Down Effic. 40.0 pct. (6-15) T-27th
Scoring Defense 22.1 pts./game 30th
Total Defense 338 yds./game 31st
Punt Returns 11.27 yds./game 31st
Passes Intercepted 14 total T-34th
Penalties 6.27 penalties/game T-45th
Kick Return Defense 19.65 yds./return 46th
Penalty Yards 53.91 yds./game 49th

Pitt’s pass defense yielded just 152.8 yards per game to rank
second in the country.

Punter Adam Graessle (left) and placekicker Josh Cummings
(arms extended) were two of the nation’s most productive
specialists.



ED CONWAY AWARD
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1975 Offense: John Pelusi (C)
Defense: Randy Cozens (DE)

1976 Offense: Bob Hutton (HB)
Defense: LeRoy Felder (DB)

1977 Offense: Randy Reutershan (FL)
George Link (OG)

Defense: Dave Logan (MG)

1978 Offense: Ray “Rooster” Jones  (HB)
Defense: Lynn Thomas (DB)

1979 Offense: Russ Grimm (C)
Defense: Charles “Yogi” Jones (LB)

1980 Offense: Emil Boures (OG)
Defense: Carlton Williamson (SS)

1981 Offense: Wayne DiBartola (FB)
Defense: Wallace “Pappy” Thomas (CB)

1982 Offense: Marlon McIntyre (FB)
Defense: Dan “Peep” Short (SS)

1983 Offense: Mike Dahl (OG)
Defense: Melvin Dean (CB)

Troy Benson (LB)

1984 Offense: Dwayne Milloy (FL)
Defense: Steve Apke (LB)

1985 Offense: Dave Shuck (TE)
Defense: Lee Hetrick (LB)

John Lewis (CB)

1986 Offense: Darrin Gillaspie (WR)
Defense: Jerry Olsavsky (LB)

1987 Offense: Nate Heyward (RB)
Defense: Carnel Smith (DE)

1988 Offense: Adam Walker (RB)
Defense: Louis Riddick (SS)

1989 Offense: Mike LiVorio (OL)
Defense: Dave Coleman (CB)

1990 Offense: Scott Stark (QB)
Defense: Anthony Jagers (SS)

1991 Offense: Dan Anderson (OL)
Defense: Jeff Esters (DL)

1992 Offense: Mark Fely (OL)
Defense: Mike Halapin (DL)

1993 Offense: Raymond Belvin (TE)
Defense: Tom Barndt (DL)

Jason Chavis (LB)
Jay Jones (DB)

1994 Offense: Brian Curran (OL)
Defense: Mike Mohring (DL)

1995 Offense: John Jones (TE)
Defense: David Sumner (LB)

1996 Offense: Kirk McMullen (TE)
Defense: Rasshad Whitmill (DB)

1997 Offense: Ethan Weidle (OL)
Defense: Frank Moore (DL)

1998 Offense: Matt Lytle (QB)
Defense: Nick Cole (LB)

1999 Offense: Jeff McCurley (OL)
Defense: Ryan Smith (DL) 

Mark Ponko (DB) 

2000 Offense: Mike Bosnic (TE)
Defense: Bryan Knight (DL)

Amir Purifoy (LB)

2001 Offense: Kris Wilson (TE)
Defense: Torrie Cox (DB)

Lewis Moore (LB)

2002 Offense: Brandon Miree (RB)
Tim Murphy (RB)

Defense: Vince Crochunis (DL)
Tez Morris (DB)
Malcolm Postell (LB)

2003 Offense: Chris Curd (WR)
Defense: Bernard “Josh” Lay (DB)

Malcolm Pinder (DL)

2004 Offense: Mike McGlynn (OL)
Tim Murphy (RB)

Defense: Charles Sallet (DL)
Clint Session (LB)

2005 Offense: Mike McGlynn (OL)
Defense: Chris McKillop (DL)

2006 Offense: C.J. Davis (OL)
Defense: Clint Session (LB)
Special Teams: Kennard Cox (DB)

Until his passing in 1974, Ed Conway was the radio
voice of Pitt football for four years and a tremendous
friend and supporter of the Panthers program. In
appreciation of his work, the football team presents
an annual award in his honor to the most improved
players each spring.

The 2006 Ed Conway Award recipients, pictured left to right with Coach Dave Wannstedt, are C.J. Davis, Clint Session and
Kennard Cox.




