
# NAME POS H T WT CL PPG RPG CAREER/2005-06 NOTES
0 Austin Wallace C 6-9 220 FR -- -- •Low-post shot blocker/Bronx, N.Y.
1 Keith Benjamin G 6-2 190 JR 4.6 2.9 •49 career games played/four starts
2 Levance Fields G 5-10 190 SO 6.8 2.1 •Averaged 2.2 asst, 21.7 minutes last year
4 Ronald Ramon G 6-1 180 JR 8.0 1.4 •.516 3pt% in Big East games
5 Tyrell Biggs F 6-8 260 SO 1.8 1.1 •31 games played in 2005-06
11 Gilbert Brown G/F 6-6 190 FR -- -- •Athletic wing player/South Kent Acad.
14 Levon Kendall F 6-9 220 SR* 7.0 5.4 •Team’s second leading rebounder
21 Doyle Hudson C/F 6-8 220 SR 1.2 1.3 •Backup center from Bahamas
22 Antonio Graves G 6-3 190 SR 5.0 2.3 •Last 2BET games: 16.0 ppg., 11-19 FG
23 Sam Young F 6-6 200 SO 7.9 4.4 •Big East All-Rookie Team selection
31 #Mike Cook G/F 6-4 230 JR -- -- •15.0 ppg, 4.0 rpg, 3.0 apg in 2004-05
33 Aaron Gray C 7-0 275 SR 13.9 10.5 •2005-06 Big East Most Improved Player
40 Maurice Polen F 6-5 245 JR -- -- •Junior walk-on forward

#Transfer from East Carolina who sat out 2005-06 season.

PRESEASON STORYLINES

2005-06 RESULTS

2006-07 PRESEASON PROSPECTUS • 25-8, 10-6 IN 2005-06

SCHOOL INFORMATION
School: University of Pittsburgh
Location: Pittsburgh, Pa.
Founded: 1787
Enrollment: 33,393
Nickname: Panthers
School Colors: Blue & Gold (PMS 289/PMS

4515)
Basketball Arena: Petersen Events Center
Capacity: 12,508
Affiliation: NCAA Division I
Conference: Big East
Chancellor: Mark Nordenberg
Alma Mater, Yr.: Thiel College, 1970
Athletics Director: Jeff Long
Alma Mater, Yr.: Ohio Wesleyan, 1982
Athletic Department Phone: (412) 624-5550
Ticket Office Phone: (412) 648-7488 or

(412) 648-PITT

BASKETBALL HISTORY
First Year of  Basketball: 1905-06
Overall All-time Record: 1,325-1,009 (98

years)
Yrs. in NCAA Tournament: 18 (last: 2006)
Yrs. in NIT: Eight (last: 2001)
Last Postseason opponent: Bradley (lost 72-

66)

COACHING STAFF
Head Coach: Jamie Dixon
Alma Mater/Year: TCU, 1987
Record at School (Yrs): 76-22 (3 years)
Career Record (Yrs): 76-22 (3 years)
Basketball Office Phone: (412) 648-8350
Best time of day to reach: Mornings, Call

2006-07 PITT BASKETBALL QUICK FACTS

• Pitt returns four starters and eight of its
top-10 players from a team that finished 25-
8, advanced to its fifth straight NCAA Tour-
nament and a fifth Big East Championship
title game appearance in the last six years.

• Two key players depart the program: se-
niors Carl Krauser and John DeGroat.
Krauser led last year’s squad in scoring (15.0
ppg), and assists (170).

• Aaron Gray returns for his senior season
after earning the 2005-06 Big East’s Most
Improved Player Award. He is an All-
America candidate.

• Head Coach Jamie Dixon begins his fourth
season at Pitt with a 76-22 overall record.
The 76-22 record ranks tied for fourth
among all-time best coaching starts after
three seasons.

Media Relations
Assistant Coaches (Alma Mater/Year):

Orlando Antigua (Pittsburgh, 1995)
Mike Rice (Fordham, 1991)
Pat Sandle (San Francisco State, 1987)

Director of Basketball Operations:
David Cox (William & Mary, 1995)

Video Coordinator/Program Assistant:
Brandin Knight (Pittsburgh, 2004)

Athletic Trainer: Tony Salesi (Pittsburgh, 1980)

TEAM INFORMATION
Overall 2005-06 Record: 25-8
Home Record: 16-1
Away: 5-5
Neutral: 4-2
Conference Record/Finish: 10-6 (Tie-4th)
Final Ranking: 16-AP, 18-ESPN
Starters Returning/Lost: 4/1
Letterwinners Returning/Lost: 9/4

MEDIA INFORMATION
Men’s Basketball Contact: Greg Hotchkiss
Office Phone: (412) 648-8240
Cell Phone: (412) 491-5296
E-Mail: ghotchkiss@athletics.pitt.edu
Web Address: www.pittsburghpanthers.com
Media Relations Fax: (412) 648-8248
Scoreline Phone: (412) 648-2318
Media Relations Mailing Address: P.O. Box

7436, Petersen Events Center, Pittsburgh,
PA 15213

Overnight Address: Athletic Media Rela-
tions, 3719 Terrace Street, Pittsburgh, PA
15213

PITT BASKETBALL

Date Opponent W/L Time
N19 SAINT PETER’S W 82-71
N23 ROBERT MORRIS W 86-59
N26 MAINE W 62-49
N29 ST. FRANCIS (N.Y.) W 79-58
D4 AUBURN W 78-41
D7 at Duquesne (FSN) W 71-60
D10 PENN STATE (FSN) W 91-54
D17 VERMONT W 63-52
D21 COPPIN STATE W 77-51
D28 at South Carolina (CSS-TV) W 58-51
D31 WISCONSIN (FSN) W 73-64
J4 *NOTRE DAME (FSN)(2OT) W 100-97
J12 *DePAUL (ESPN) W 73-65
J15 at *Louisville (WTAE-TV) W 61-57
J18 at *Rutgers (FSN) W 76-68
J21 at *St. John’s (WTAE-TV) L 50-55
J23 *SYRACUSE (ESPN) W 80-67
J28 *MARQUETTE (WTAE-TV) W 77-71
J31 at *Connecticut (FSN) L 76-80
F5 at *Georgetown (FSN) L 58-61
F9 *WEST VIRGINIA (ESPN) W 57-53
F12 *CINCINNATI (FSN) W 89-69
F15 at *Providence (FSN) W 85-77
F18 at *Marquette (FSN) L 82-84
F25 *PROVIDENCE (FSN) W 81-68
F27 at *West Virginia (ESPN) L 62-67
M3 *SETON HALL (FSN) L 61-65
M 8 vs. %Louisville (ESPN) W 61-56
M 9 vs. %West Virginia (ESPN) W 68-57
M10 vs. %Villanova (ESPN) W 68-54
M11 vs. %Syracuse (ESPN) L 61-65
M17 vs. Kent State (CBS) W 79-64
M19 vs. Bradley (CBS) L 66-72

All game times Eastern. All home games in
BOLD CAPS. Television games in parenthesis;
All game times are subject to change. %Big East
Championship games; *Big East games.
For ticket Information: (800) 643-PITT.

2006-07 PITT PANTHERS ROSTER NOTES
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2006-07 PRESEASON ROSTER (as of July 1, 2006)

NUMERICAL
No. Name POS H T WT CL EXP Hometown/Previous School
0 Austin Wallace C 6-9 220 FR HS Bronx, N.Y./LaSalle Academy
1 Keith Benjamin G 6-2 190 JR 2L Mount Vernon, N.Y./Mount Vernon
2 Levance Fields G 5-10 190 SO 1L Brooklyn, N.Y./Xaverian
4 Ronald Ramon G 6-1 180 JR 2L Bronx, N.Y./All Hallows
5 Tyrell Biggs F 6-8 260 SO 1L Nanuet, N.Y./Don Bosco Prep (N.J.)
11 Gilbert Brown G/F 6-6 190 FR HS Harrisburg, Pa./South Kent Prep (Conn.)
14 Levon Kendall F 6-9 220 SR* 3L Vancouver, British Columbia/Kitsilano
21 Doyle Hudson F/C 6-8 230 SR 1L Eleuthera, Bahamas/Roane State J.C./N. Eleuthera
22 Antonio Graves G 6-3 190 SR 3L Mansfield, Ohio/Mansfield Senior
23 Sam Young F 6-6 210 SO 1L Clinton, Md./Hargrave Military Academy/Friendly
31 #Mike Cook G/F 6-4 230 JR* TR Philadelphia, Pa./East Carolina/Friends Central
33 Aaron Gray C 7-0 270 SR 3L Emmaus, Pa./Emmaus
40 Maurice Polen F 6-5 245 JR HS Philadelphia, Pa./West Philadelphia

* By class denotes redshirt year
#Transfer who sat out the 2005-06 season

ALPHABETICAL
No. Name POS H T WT CL EXP Hometown/Previous School
1 Keith Benjamin G 6-2 190 JR 2L Mount Vernon, N.Y./Mount Vernon
5 Tyrell Biggs F 6-8 260 SO 1L Nanuet, N.Y./Don Bosco Prep (N.J.)
11 Gilbert Brown G/F 6-6 190 FR HS Harrisburg, Pa./South Kent Prep (Conn.)
31 #Mike Cook G/F 6-4 230 JR TR Philadelphia, Pa./East Carolina/Friends Central
2 Levance Fields G 5-10 190 SO 1L Brooklyn, N.Y./Xaverian
22 Antonio Graves G 6-3 190 SR 3L Mansfield, Ohio/Mansfield Senior
33 Aaron Gray C 7-0 270 SR 3L Emmaus, Pa./Emmaus
21 Doyle Hudson F/C 6-8 230 SR 1L Eleuthera, Bahamas/Roane State J.C./N. Eleuthera
14 Levon Kendall F 6-9 220 SR* 3L Vancouver, British Columbia/Kitsilano
40 Maurice Polen F 6-5 245 JR HS Philadelphia, Pa./West Philadelphia
4 Ronald Ramon G 6-1 180 JR 2L Bronx, N.Y./All Hallows
0 Austin Wallace C 6-9 220 FR HS Bronx, N.Y./LaSalle Academy
23 Sam Young F 6-6 210 SO 1L Clinton, Md./Hargrave Military Academy/Friendly

* By class denotes redshirt year
#Transfer who sat out the 2005-06 season

COACHING/ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Head Coach: Jamie Dixon (TCU, 1987), Fourth Year, 76-22 overall; Assistant Coach: Pat Sandle (San Francisco
State, 1987); Assistant Coach: Mike Rice (Fordham, 1991); Assistant Coach: Orlando Antigua (Pittsburgh, 1995);
Director of  Operations: David Cox (William & Mary, 1995); Basketball Video Coordinator/Program Assistant:
Brandin Knight (Pittsburgh, 2005); Athletic Trainer: Tony Salesi; Strength & Conditioning Coach: Tim Beltz;
Academic Coordinator: Mike Farabaugh; Equipment Manager: Dan Trbovich; Team Managers: Ryan Arnot,
Menachem Brodie, Jared Friedman, Jeremy Grubbs, Jordan Marks; Student Trainers: TBA; Administrative Assistant:
Beth Schoedel; Media Relations: Greg Hotchkiss.

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE
Levon Kendall .............. LEE-von
Maurice Polen ............... Poe-lynn
Ronald Ramon ........... Ra-MONE

CLASS BREAKDOWN
Total Players: 13
Seniors: 4 (Antonio Graves,

Aaron Gray, Doyle Hudson,
Levon Kendall)

Juniors: 4 (Mike Cook, Keith
Benjamin, Maurice Polen,
Ronald Ramon)

Sophomores: 3 (Tyrell Biggs,
Levance Fields, Sam Young)

Freshmen: 2 (Gilbert Brown,
Austin Wallace)

GEOGRAPHIC BREAKDOWN
Bahamas: 1 (Doyle Hudson,

Eleuthera)
British Columbia, Canada: 1

(Levon Kendall, Vancouver)
Maryland: 1 (Sam Young,

Clinton)
Ohio: 1 (Antonio Graves)
Pennsylvania: 4 (Gilbert Brown,

Harrisburg; Mike Cook,
Philadelphia; Aaron Gray,
Emmaus; Maurice Polen,
Philadelphia)

New York: 5 (Keith Benjamin,
Mount Vernon; Tyrell Biggs,
Nanuet; Levance Fields,
Brooklyn; Ronald Ramon,
Bronx; Austin Wallace, Bronx)

2006-07 PITT BASKETBALL KEY DATES
All practices are closed.  For more information on coverage of  Pittsburgh men’s basketball, contact Greg Hotchkiss at (412) 648-8240

MARCH
Mid-late March

BigEastTourney
March 7-10
NCAA Tourney
1st/2nd: M 15-18
Reg: M 22-25
FF: M 31-Ap. 2

AUGUST
August 28

First Day of
Classes; All
players report

NOVEMBER
First week, Nov.

Exhibition
Games
Regular season
begins, mid-
November

OCTOBER
Mid-October

First Day of
Practice (mid-
October)
Big East Media
Day

SEPTEMBER
Month of Sept.

Preseason
conditioning
begins

JANUARY
First Week

Big East
competition
begins
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PANTHERS BASKETBALL PERSONALITY PROFILES
KEITH BENJAMIN
• Nickname is “K-Ruck” because

he first started playing basketball
at New York City’s Rucker Park
at the young age of 14.

• 2004 graduate of  Mount Vernon
High School where he helped lead
his team to the 2004 state title.
Sports a red #1 championship ring
on his finger.

• Mount Vernon has produced sev-
eral college/NBA standouts in-
cluding Scooter McCray, Rodney
McCray, Gus Williams, Ray Will-
iams and former Connecticut
guard Ben Gordon.

• Best friend on another college
team is St. John’s sophomore for-
ward Dexter Gray, a teammate
of  his at Mount Vernon.

• Finished his four-year varsity ca-
reer at Mount Vernon with a 98-
13 overall record.

TYRELL BIGGS
• Has drawn comparisons to Bos-

ton College power forward Craig
Smith because of his size and play-
ing style.

• Became the third consecutive Pitt
player to earn Windy City Classic
All-Star MVP honors last sum-
mer in the Chicago All-Star Game.
Chris Taft and Ronald Ramon
were the previous MVP winners.

• Nickname is T.J. or TBiggs.
• Stood 6-5 inches tall and weighed

230 pounds as an eighth grader.
• Played with Pitt guard Keith Ben-

jamin on the MetroHawks/Riv-
erside Church AAU team.

• Has taken up golf, played the pi-
ano and bowls.

• Named a McDonalds Top-100 All-
America Team finalist.

MIKE COOK
• Junior transfer from East Caro-

lina University who will be eli-
gible for competition in 2006-07.

• Led ECU in scoring (15.0 ppg in
2004-05) and averaged 12.8
points per game and registered 41
double-figure scoring games in
two years with the Pirates.

• A Philadelphia native who played
high school basketball with cur-
rent Memphis Grizzlies player
Hakim Warrick and Mustafa
Shakur (Arizona).

• Chose Pitt for its style of basket-
ball, location and league.

LEVANCE FIELDS
• Played at the same high school

(Xaverian) attended by former
Pitt player and current Golden
State Warrior Chris Taft, associ-
ate head coach Barry Rohrssen
and basketball video coordinator
John Alesi. Several other Big East
players attended Xaverian includ-
ing Chris Mullin.

• Nickname is the “General” and/
or “Lele.”

• Played in the Jordan Classic All-
Star game at Madison Square Gar-

den on April 16, 2005 and fin-
ished with 18 points, all in the
second half.

• Committed to Pitt on Dec. 6,
2004, a day prior to Pitt’s appear-
ance in the Jimmy V. Classic at
Madison Square Garden.

• As a high school senior, led
Xaverian to eight consecutive
wins en route to a state title game
appearance.

• Named New York’s Player of  the
Year by the New York Daily News
and Newsday.

• Named a McDonalds Top-100 All-
America Team finalist.

ANTONIO GRAVES
• Signed scholarship papers to at-

tend Pittsburgh in late August of
his senior year in high school. Was
already set to attend a prep school
but decided to attend Pitt after a
scholarship opened.

• Has an intriguing basketball fam-
ily background as his uncle Ahmed
Kent ranks second on his alma
mater Mansfield Senior’s career
scoring list, while several cousins
played NCAA Division I basket-
ball including Dapreis Davis (Ne-
braska, 1989-92) and Marquis
Sykes (Morehead State, 1999-
2003).

• Happiest and most gratifying mo-
ment in sports was signing schol-
arship papers with Pitt.

• Became the fifth player in seven
seasons to earn a NCAA Division
I basketball scholarship out of
Mansfield Senior High School.

• Favorite sports figure is Washing-
ton Wizards guard and former
Maryland standout Juan Dixon.

AARON GRAY
• Shattered a backboard in high

school. He missed 13 games due
to a broken ankle as a result of
the play.

• Lost 30 pounds over the summer
after working out and playing
pickup basketball in Philadelphia
against NBA and local college
players.

• At 7-0 tall, Gray is just the sec-
ond seven-footer to play for Pitt.
Mark Blount (1995-97), who cur-
rently plays with NBA’s Boston
Celtics, was Pitt’s first seven-
footer.

• Named Pennsylvania’s 2003
Gatorade State Player of  the Year.

• Uncle Steve Gray, played basket-
ball at Duke from 1975-79. Steve
Gray played in 88 career games
and, along with teammates Mike
Gminski, Jim Spanarkel and Gene
Banks, led Duke to the 1978 Fi-
nal Four.

• Another uncle played linebacker
at UCLA.

• Trained with former Pitt football
player John Graham (lettered in
1983).

• Nickame is “A.G.”
• Favorite movie is “Men of

Honor.”

DOYLE HUDSON
• Native of the Bahamas.
• Arrived in the United States in

January, 2003.
• Played on the Bahamian National

Team during the summer of  2004.
• Favorite all-time Christmas gift

was his first bicycle.
• Favorite sports figure is San An-

tonio Spurs and Virgin Islands
native Tim Duncan.

• Junior college coach Randy Nesbit
dreamed of playing for Pitt as a
youngster and is from nearby
Yough, Pa.

• One of two international players
on Pitt’s roster (Levon Kendall,
Canada).

• Nickname is “D-Nice.”
• Aspires to get involved with com-

puters and computer science.

LEVON KENDALL
• Outstanding student who is a

GTE Academic All-America/All-
District candidate.

• Promoted to play on the Cana-
dian Senior National Team in
2005.

• Played on Canada’s Junior Na-
tional Basketball Team over the
past four summers.

• Helped lead Canada to its first-
ever basketball medal, a Bronze
Medal at the FIBA World Basket-
ball Championships this past sum-
mer. His most outstanding per-
formance came against Team USA
where he scored 40 points (16-22
FG) and pulled down 12 re-
bounds in a 93-90 overtime vic-
tory.

• One of two international players
on Pitt’s roster (Doyle Hudson,
Bahamas).

• Interests include the drums, pi-
ano, hiking, camping, cliff  div-
ing, Buddhism, meditation, rac-
ing mountain bikes, cliff diving,
white water rafting and
snowboarding.

• Once played the drums in a cover
band called “The Unknowns.”

• Led his high school team to three
Provincial titles and an 84-4
record in three-year varsity career.

• Played high school soccer (a six-
foot-nine-inch goalkeeper) and
played on several select soccer
teams.

• Native of  Vancouver, British Co-
lumbia who can speak both En-
glish and French.

• Father composes and writes mu-
sic and plays.

• One of several Pittsburgh sports
personalities who hail from
Canada: Jason Bay (Pittsburgh Pi-
rates) and Sidney Crosby (Pitts-
burgh Penguins).

• Majors in anthropology and has
always had an interest in teach-
ing.

MAURICE POLEN
• A sophomore walk-on in his first

season with Pitt.
• High school coach at West Phila-

delphia High School was former
Pitt basketball player Gerald Jor-
dan (1995-97).

• Other notable players who at-
tended his high school include:
Gene Banks, Jordan, Ricardo
Lovelace and Clarence Tillman.

RONALD RAMON
• Nickname is “Double-R” for

Ronald Ramon. Krauser nabbed
him “Double-R with the Radar.”

• Hails from a basketball family as
his father Ricardo Ramon played
professional basketball in the Do-
minican Republic, Brazil and Ar-
gentina. His role model is his fa-
ther because he “showed him ev-
erything.”

• Played for one of  the nation’s top
AAU basketball programs, the
New York Gauchos. Other Pitt
basketball players who played for
the Gauchos include Jerry
McCullough, Eric Mobley and
current Director of Basketball
Operations Orlando Antigua.

• Native Dominican who follows
in the footsteps of several former
Pittsburgh Dominican players in-
cluding Ricardo Greer, Jaime
Peterson and Orlando Antigua.

• Invited to play on the Dominican
Republic basketball team this
summer but his schedule would
not allow it.

• Fluent in Spanish.
• All Hallows High School retired

his jersey No. 14 at the conclu-
sion of his career.

• Named Most Valuable Player at
the Wendy’s All-Star Shootout in
Chicago after scoring 23 points,
hitting five 3-pointers (including
three in the final five minutes)
and registering three assists.

SAM YOUNG
• Named the 2004-05 National

Prep School Player of  the Year
by Scout.com.

• Has drawn comparisons to
Villanova forward Curtis Sumpter
because of his size and playing
style.

• Favorite sports figure is Michael
Jordan and also sports his number
23.

• Interested in gymnastics because
of  his natural ability. When Young
was visiting Pitt on his recruiting
trip, the coaches took him on a
tour of the athletic facilities.
When he saw the gymnastics
equipment, he started doing sev-
eral tricks and backflips.

• Prior to his senior season at
Friendly H.S., promised to do
back flips if his team won the
state title, then held true on his
promise after he led the team to
the championship.

• Owns a 35-inch vertical leap.
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FOURTH SEASON AS HEAD COACH/8TH YEAR AT PITT • TCU ‘87 • 76-22 OVERALL RECORD

JAMIE DIXON • HEAD COACH

Overall Big East BET NCAA
Year W-L Pct. W-L Pct. W-L Pct. W-L Pct.
2003-04 31-5 .861 13-3 .813 2-1 .667 2-1 .667
2004-05 20-9 .689 10-6 .625 0-1 .000 0-1 .000
2005-06 25-8 .758 10-6 .625 3-1 .750 1-1 .500
Career 76-22 .776 33-15 .688 5-3 .625 3-3 .500

YEAR-BY-YEAR WITH JAMIE DIXON

In his fourth season as the University
of  Pittsburgh’s head men’s basketball
coach, Jamie Dixon has certainly made
his mark on the Pitt program. Dixon,
who has spent a total of eight years at
Pitt, has compiled several coaching mile-
stones:
• He became the first head coach in

school history to guide Pitt to three
consecutive 20-win seasons and three
straight 10-plus win Big East regu-
lar seasons.

• Became the second head coach at Pitt
to lead the school to three straight
NCAA Tournaments. Paul Evans
guided Pitt to three straight appear-
ances from 1987-89.

• Ranks tied for fourth among the all-
time best starts to an NCAA Divi-
sion I coaching career with 76 career
wins.

• Compiled the school’s best record for
a head coach after only three years of
service (76-22) and reached 70 ca-
reer victories faster than any other
coach in school history.

• Amassed a three-year 33-15 Big
East regular-season record.

• Recorded the best current career win-
ning percentage among Big East
coaches (.679).

• Tallied a 48-6 home record in his
first three seasons.

• Advanced to the Big East Champi-
onship final in two of his three sea-
sons as head coach at Pitt.

In 2003-04, Dixon became the first
rookie head coach in Big East history to
both guide his team to the league’s regu-
lar-season title and earn Big East Coach
of  the Year honors. Dixon earned those
accolades after leading the Panthers to
their third consecutive Big East regular-

season title and second all-time overall
Big East  title, third straight NCAA
Tournament “Sweet Sixteen” appearance
and to a school-record 31 wins. In addi-
tion, the 31 victories rank as the third
all-time highest total in NCAA Divi-
sion I history for a first-year head coach.
Dixon also led Pitt on an 18-game win
streak to begin the 2003-04 season, a
streak which ranks as the third-best start
for a rookie head coach in NCAA Divi-
sion I history.

An outstanding talent evaluator
who is nationally recognized for his
coaching know-how, unquestioned
character and integrity, recruiting
skills, rapport with players and work
ethic, Jamie Dixon was introduced
as the University of  Pittsburgh’s 14th

head basketball coach on April 15,
2003.

Dixon, who has spent eight sea-
sons as both the head coach and as-
sistant at Pitt, is a basketball coach
who is smart, intelligent, honest,
confident, well-spoken, geniune and
true to his word. He is a family man
and complete coach who cares for
his players and program to the high-
est degree. For Dixon, basketball is
a lifestyle, not a job. He believes
teamwork, defense, rebounding and
taking good shots are the key ingre-
dients to winning championships.
That philosophy has paid off as Pitt
consistently ranks among the nation’s
top defensive and rebounding
squads.

Dixon’s three-year head coaching
tenure at Pitt has seen the Panthers
compile a 76-22 record, accumulate
a 33-15 Big East regular season
record and earn three NCAA Tour-
nament berths, including a Sweet
Sixteen appearance in 2003-04. His

76-22 slate set a school record for
the best three-year start to a Pitt
coaching career. His .776 winning
percentage currently stands as the
best career winning percentage
among active Big East coaches. The
2003-04 squad won the Big East
regular-season title with a school-
record 31 wins.

Over the past eight seasons, Dixon
has been an essential figure in the
Panthers’ dramatic rise to national
prominence. The three-year period

from 2001-04 produced the
winningest four-year period in school
history (107-30 record) and wit-
nessed Pitt achieve three consecu-
tive Big East regular-season titles,
advance to three straight NCAA
Sweet Sixteen appearances, capture
the program’s first-ever Big East
Tournament title in 2003, and com-
pile one of  the nation’s three best
winning percentages (.846 with an
88-16 record) from 2001-04 includ-
ing a 51-2 home record over the last
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THE JAMIE DIXON FILE

Birthdate: November 10, 1965 in Burbank, Calif.
Hometown: North Hollywood, Calif.
Education: Notre Dame High School graduate, Sherman Oaks, Calif.,

1983; Bachelor of  Business Administration- Finance, Texas
Christian University, 1987; Masters of  Science- Economics-
California-Santa Barbara, 1992.

Date announced as Pittsburgh head coach: Tuesday, April 15,
2003.

Family: Wife, Jacqueline, son Jack Connor (born June 2, 2002) and
daughter Shannon (born Feb. 25, 2004); son of  Jim & Marge
Dixon who reside in Los Angeles; has two sisters: Julie, who is an
attorney in Los Angeles County and the late Maggie Dixon, who
served as head women’s basketball coach at the United States
Military Academy (2005-06) and as an assistant at DePaul.

Coaching Career
Head Coach, University of Pittsburgh, 2003-present; Associate Head
Coach, University of Pittsburgh, 1999-2003; Assistant Coach,
University of Hawaii, 1998-99; Assistant Coach, Northern Arizona
University, 1994-98; Assistant Coach, University of  Hawaii, 1992-
94; Assistant Coach, University of California-Santa Barbara, 1991-
92; Assistant Coach, Los Angeles Valley Junior College, 1989-91; Head
Coach, TeAute College, 1989.

Playing Career
Notre Dame High School, Sherman Oaks, Calif.
Texas Christian University, 1984-87 (Named All-SWC in 1987 and

SWC All Academic honoree), led SWC in assists as a senior
Played professionally in Continental Basketball Association (Lacrosse

Catbirds) and overseas (New Zealand).

three years. In addition, the program
opened its sparkling, 12,508-seat
Petersen Events Center, the nation’s
best on-campus basketball venue.

Dixon owns 15 years of major
NCAA Division I coaching experi-
ence, including stints at Pitt (seven
years), Northern Arizona (four
years), Hawaii (three total years) and
at UC-Santa Barbara (one year). Ad-
ditionally, he has served as an assis-
tant under a school’s winningest
coach in four different stints (win-
ning percentage). His teams have
won nine conference titles, ad-
vanced to the postseason in 10 dif-
ferent seasons and his student-ath-
letes have earned four league player
of the year awards. He helped turn
destitute programs at Pitt, Hawaii
and Northern Arizona into winners,
has been a winner everywhere and
has been a success at several differ-
ent levels.

Facing a major rebuilding project,
he joined the Pitt staff in 1999 as
associate head coach and recruiting
coordinator. And in four short years,
he helped turn the Pitt basketball
program into a consistent national
power. In 2000-01, the Panthers
surged through the conference tour-

nament, earning a surprising Big East
Championship title game berth
while winning five of their last seven
contests. It was that year in Madi-
son Square Garden that the college
basketball world first took notice
of the emerging Pitt program as the
Panthers upset nationally ranked
Syracuse, Notre Dame and a surging
Miami team to earn the school’s first-
ever championship game berth. That
strong finish concluded with a Na-
tional Invitation Tournament berth,
the school’s first postseason appear-
ance in four years.

The 2001-02 Pitt team built upon
that momentum as it finished 29-6
and surpassed the school-record of
25 victories set in 1973-74. Pitt won
the Big East West championship, the
school’s first league title of  any kind
since the 1987-88 campaign, and
made its first NCAA Tournament
appearance in nine seasons (1992-
93). The squad also became the first
Pitt team to advance to an NCAA
Sweet Sixteen since 1973-74 with
two NCAA tournament wins over
Central Connecticut State and Cali-
fornia.

With all five starters and nine
letterwinners back, the 2002-03 Pitt
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DIXON’S RECORD VS. ALL OPPONENTS
Opponent W-L
Alabama .......................................... 1-0
Albany ............................................ 1-0
Auburn ........................................... 1-0
Boston College ............................ 3-0
Bradley ........................................... 0-1
Bucknell ......................................... 0-1
Central Florida ............................. 1-0
Chicago State ................................ 1-0
Cincinnati ...................................... 1-0
Connecticut .................................. 2-4
Coppin State ................................. 2-0
DePaul ............................................ 1-0
Duquesne ...................................... 3-0
Florida State .................................. 1-0
Georgetown .................................. 1-2
Georgetown (Ky.) ........................ 1-0
Georgia ........................................... 1-0
Howard .......................................... 1-0
Louisville ....................................... 2-0
Loyola (Md.) .................................. 1-0
Kent State ...................................... 1-0
Maine .............................................. 1-0
Marquette ....................................... 1-1
Memphis ........................................ 1-0
Miami, Fla. ..................................... 1-0

Opponent W-L
Murray State .................................. 1-0
New Hampshire .......................... 1-0
Notre Dame .................................. 5-0
Oklahoma State ............................ 0-1
Pacific ............................................. 0-1
Penn State ...................................... 3-0
Providence .................................... 4-0
Richmond ..................................... 1-0
Robert Morris .............................. 3-0
Rutgers ........................................... 3-0
St. Francis (NY) ............................ 1-0
St. Francis (Pa.) ............................. 2-0
St. John’s ......................................... 2-2
Saint Peters .................................... 1-0
Seton Hall ...................................... 1-2
South Carolina ............................. 2-0
Syracuse ......................................... 4-2
West Virginia ................................ 3-3
William & Mary ........................... 1-0
Wisconsin ...................................... 2-0
Vermont ......................................... 1-0
Villanova ........................................ 2-2
Virginia Tech ................................ 2-0
Youngstown State ........................ 1-0
Career ................................. 76-22

squad captured the school’s first-ever
Big East Tournament championship
while making its third straight ap-
pearance in the title game. It fin-
ished 28-5 on the year and advanced
to its second consecutive NCAA
Sweet Sixteen. The Panthers also
won their second straight Big East
West title and co-Big East regular-
season title with a second consecu-
tive 13-3 league record. In addition,
the Panthers concluded the inaugu-
ral season of the Petersen Events

Center with a perfect 16-0 home
record and ended the season on a
22-game home win streak.

In his first season as head coach at
Pitt (2003-04), Dixon guided the
Panthers to a school-record 31-5
slate which included the Big East
regular season championship, a third
consecutive “NCAA “Sweet Sixteen”
appearance and the program’s fourth
straight Big East Tournament title
game appearance. He became the
first rookie head coach in league his-
tory to both earn Big East Coach of
the Year honors and guide his team
to the regular season title. He led
Pitt to a school record 27-3 regular
season and its first Big East Tourna-
ment No. 1 seed in 16 years. Dixon
also won the first 18 contests of his
coaching career, a mark that ranks
third in NCAA Division I history
for most wins to begin a coaching
career.

His second season at Pitt saw
Dixon guide the Panthers to a
school-record fourth straight NCAA
Tournament appearance and the
program’s fourth consecutive 20-
plus win season (20-9).

In 2005-06, Dixon guided Pitt to
a fifth straight NCAA Tournament
appearance, 25-8 record and fifth
berth in the Big East Championship
final over the last six seasons. The
year marked Dixon’s third straight
20-win season since taking over the
coaching helm.

Prior to Pittsburgh, Dixon served
as an assistant coach at the Univer-

sity of Hawaii under legendary head
coach Riley Wallace for the 1998-
99 season and previously was an as-
sistant under Ben Howland at North-
ern Arizona University (1994-98).
He also coached as an assistant with
Howland at the University of Cali-
fornia-Santa Barbara (1991-92) un-
der Jerry Pimm before moving on to
the University of Hawaii for two
seasons (1992-94).

While at Northern Arizona, Dixon
helped lead the Lumberjacks to a
42-17 record over his last two years,
including back-to-back 21-win sea-
sons and a pair of Big Sky regular-
season championships. Northern
Arizona led the nation for three con-
secutive seasons (1997-99) in 3-
point field goal percentage and
ranked among the nation’s top two
schools in overall field goal percent-
age during that span. In addition,
Northern Arizona won 20-plus
games in three consecutive seasons
and advanced to postseason play two
times, including the 1997 National
Invitation Tournament and the
school’s first-ever NCAA Tourna-
ment appearance in 1998. The 1998
Lumberjack squad was one of two
teams to reach the NCAA Tourna-
ment and carry a team grade point
average of 3.0 or better.

Howland and Dixon arrived at
Northern Arizona for the 1994-95
season. After suffering through back-
to-back 9-17 and 7-19 seasons, the
staff guided Northern Arizona to
the 10th-best one-year turnaround in
NCAA basketball history, improv-
ing the Lumberjacks from a 7-19
record in 1995-96 to a 21-7 record
in 1996-97.

Dixon completed his first stint as
an assistant coach at the University
of Hawaii from 1992-94 under head
coach Riley Wallace. In 1993-94, he
helped lead the Rainbows to their
first-ever WAC championship and
first NCAA Tournament appearance
in nearly 30 years. Dixon was also
instrumental in developing the Rain-
bows’ perimeter players, including
former Phoenix Suns guard and Buf-
falo, N.Y. native Trevor Ruffin. In
his second stint at Hawaii (1998-
99), he worked with the perimeter
players including Denver Nugget
Predrag Savovic and concentrated
on recruiting both nationally and
abroad. At UC-Santa Barbara, Dixon
helped lead the Gauchos to an NIT
appearance in 1992.

Dixon began his coaching career
in 1989 as the head coach at TeAute
College in New Zealand before serv-
ing as an assistant coach from 1989-

91 at Los Angeles Valley Junior Col-
lege where he helped head coach Jim
Stephens lead the school to a West-
ern States Conference Champion-
ship.

A North Hollywood, Calif. na-
tive, Dixon attended Notre Dame
High School in Sherman Oaks, Ca-
lif., where he earned All-Del Rey
League and All-California Interscho-
lastic Federation honors. Dixon en-
joyed a successful four-year career
at Texas Christian University in Fort
Worth, Texas where he played for
Jim Killingsworth and led the
Horned Frogs to two Southwest
Conference titles both as a junior
and senior. He earned All-SWC hon-
ors in 1987 and was an All-SWC
Academic performer. Additionally,
he led the SWC in assists as a senior,
earned the Henry Iba Award as MVP
of  the All-College Tournament and
was voted TCU’s Senior Male
Scholar-Athlete Award recipient.

Dixon received his bachelor’s de-
gree in finance from TCU in 1987
and earned a master’s degree in eco-
nomics from UC-Santa Barbara in
1992.

Dixon was selected in the 1987
NBA draft by the Washington Bul-
lets. He went on to play profession-
ally with the Lacrosse Catbirds of
the Continental Basketball Associa-
tion and also in New Zealand be-
fore getting involved with collegiate
coaching.

Dixon is extremely active in the
Pittsburgh community. His many
charitable events and affiliations in-
clude the Caring Place, HOPE Net-
work Hoops Classic, St. Anthony’s
Holy Name Father-Child Breakfast,
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foun-
dation and BoyScouts of America.
Dixon has also served as a featured
speaker at a variety of community-
related functions and non-profit or-
ganizations. He was honored as the
YMCA’s “Person of  the Year” at its
annual awards banquet in June, 2004.

Dixon is married to the former
Jacqueline Corteway. The couple has
one son, Jack Connor, born June 2,
2002, and a daughter, Shannon
Iwalini, born Feb. 25, 2004. His wife
earned a Masters Degree in speech
language pathology at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh in 2003.

The son of  New York City na-
tives Jim and Marge, Dixon spent
much of his childhood in the Bronx.
He has two sisters: the late Maggie
Dixon, who served as head women’s
basketball coach at the United States
Military Academy, and Julie Dixon,
who is a Los Angeles attorney.
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SAN FRANCISCO STATE ‘87 • FOURTH SEASON AT PITT

PAT SANDLE • ASSISTANT COACH

THE PAT SANDLE FILE

Hometown: Los Angeles, Calif.
Education: Bachelor of Arts- Communications, San Francisco State,

1987; Los Angeles Crenshaw High School, 1980.

Coaching Career
Assistant Coach, University of Pittsburgh, 2003-current; Assistant
Coach, UCLA, 2001-03; Assistant Coach, University of Pittsburgh,
1999-01; Assistant Coach, Northern Arizona University, 1996-99;
Assistant Coach, Sonoma State University, 1994-96; Assistant Coach,
San Rafael High School, 1992-94; Assistant Coach, Fresno State
University, 1991-92; Assistant Coach, St. Mary’s College, 1989-90;
Assistant Coach, Santa Barbara City College, 1989-90; Assistant Coach,
San Rafael High School, 1988-89; Assistant Coach, Skyline Junior
College, 1987-88; Assistant Coach, Cuesta Junior College, 1986-87.

Playing Career
San Francisco State, 1980-82
Member of SFSU Athletic Hall of Fame.

Cuesta College, 1980-82
All-California Junior College and All-North Coast California honoree.

Known for scouting ability,
work ethic, defense, intensity and
successful guard play, Pat Sandle
begins the fourth year of his
second stint as an assistant coach
at Pitt. Along with head coach
Jamie Dixon, Sandle came to the
University of Pittsburgh in 1999.
Sandle’s primary responsibilities are
overseeing guard play and scouting
opponents.

Sandle has played a key role in
helping lead Panthers basketball
back to national prominence. Since
Sandle arrived back at Pitt in
2003, the Panthers own a 76-22
record, .776 winning percentage
and have advanced to three NCAA
Tournaments. In 2003-04, the
Panthers set a school record with a
31-5 mark, captured the Big East
regular-season title and advanced
to NCAA Sweet Sixteen play for
the third straight year. Last year,
Pitt advanced to its fourth straight
NCAA Tournament. Pitt finished
25-8, earned a berth to the Big
East Championship final and
advanced to its fifth straight
NCAA Tournament in 2005-06.

Sandle came back to Pitt from
UCLA, where he served as an
assistant basketball coach from
2001-03. At UCLA, Sandle helped
lead the Bruins to an NCAA Sweet
Sixteen appearance and 20-plus
win season under Steve Lavin in
2001-02. During his tenure at
UCLA, he helped coach NBA
players Dan Gadzuric, Matt Barnes
and Jason Kapono.

“We’re fortunate to have Pat
Sandle at the University of
Pittsburgh,” Head Coach Jamie
Dixon said. “Pat and I have
known each other for a number of
years. From the start, he was
instrumental in building this
program.”

During a five-year coaching
tenure with Dixon on Ben
Howland’s staffs at both Pitt and
Northern Arizona (1996-99),
Sandle was responsible for guard
play, scouting, conditioning and
player development, on-campus
recruiting and academic progress.
He also served as director of the
school’s summer basketball camps.
During Sandle’s 2000-01 season on
Pitt’s staff, the Panthers advanced
to the National Invitation
Tournament, their first postseason
appearance in four years. While at
Northern Arizona, the
Lumberjacks enjoyed their most
successful three-year period in
school history (63-23, .733), won
back-to-back Big Sky
Championships and advanced to
the 1997 NIT and 1998 NCAA
Tournament.

Sandle has 20 years of coaching
experience, including 10 seasons at
the NCAA Division I level. He has
served NCAA Division I stints at
Pitt (1999-2001, 2003-current),
UCLA (2001-03), Northern
Arizona (1996-99), Fresno State
(1991-92) and Saint Mary’s
College, Calif. (1990-91).
Additionally, Sandle has coached at
Sonoma State (1994-96), Santa
Barbara City College (1989-90),

Skyline (Calif.) Junior College
(1987-88) and Cuesta College
(1986-87). He also coached two
stints at San Rafael (Calif.) High
School in 1988-89 and from 1992-
94.

A standout at San Francisco
State University (1982-84), Sandle
is a member of  the school’s
athletic hall of fame. A two-time
All-California North Conference
selection, Sandle is the school’s all-
time career assist leader (268) and
ranks third in career steals (120).
He also held the single-season
assists record for seven years with
138 in 1983-84.

Sandle began his basketball
career at Los Angeles Crenshaw
High School under legendary prep
coach Willie West. As a 6-foot-1-
inch senior guard, Sandle helped
lead Crenshaw to back-to-back
Los Angeles city championships.
Sandle was a standout junior
college performer at Cuesta College
(1980-82), earning All-California
and All-North Coast Conference
honors. He played his final two
seasons at San Francisco State
(1982-84), where he earned his
undergraduate degree in
communications in 1987.
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FORDHAM ‘91 • FIRST SEASON AT PITT

MIKE RICE • ASSISTANT COACH

Mike Rice, a Western
Pennsylvania native, begins his
first season at the University of
Pittsburgh as an assistant
basketball coach on Head Coach
Jamie Dixon’s staff. Rice’s main
responsibilities include recruiting
student-athletes, game preparation
and on-floor coaching.

A Pittsburgh native, Rice
arrives at Pitt with 12 years of
NCAA Division I coaching
experience, the last two as an
assistant at Saint Joseph’s under
head coach Phil Martelli. Rice,
who has extensive East Coast
recruiting ties, was raised in a
basketball family as his father,
Mike Rice, Sr., served as head
coach at both Duquesne (1979-82)
and Youngstown State (1982-87).
The elder Rice currently serves as
the Portland Trailblazers’
television color commentator.

“We are extremely excited
about Mike becoming a member
of the university community and I
know he is thrilled to be coming
home to Pittsburgh,” Dixon said.

“For the past two seasons,
Mike has worked for one of the
best coaches in the country in Phil
Martelli. He also has the
experience of coaching in several
different environments and is
familiar with the Big East region.”

Rice’s widespread collegiate
coaching experience includes stints
at Fordham (1991-94), Marquette
(1994-97), Niagara (1997-98),
Chicago State (1998-2001) and
Saint Joseph’s (2004-06). In two
years at Saint Joseph’s, Rice helped

guide the Hawks to a 43-26 record
(.623 winning percentage) and a
pair of NIT bids. The 2004-05
squad finished 24-12 and advanced
to the 2004-05 NIT final. His
primary responsibility included
working with the Hawks’ post
players. As an assistant coach at
Marquette, Rice helped lead the
Golden Eagles to consecutive
NCAA Tournament appearances in
both 1996 and 1997. In addition,
Marquette claimed the 1997
Conference USA Tournament
championship and finished as the
NIT runner-up in 1995. His one
season at Niagara saw his squad
place third in the Metro Atlantic
Athletic Conference.

Prior to joining the Saint
Joseph’s staff  in 2004, Rice spent
three years as director of the Hoop
Group Eastern Invitational
Basketball Camp. As the director,
he oversaw all camp activities
while recruiting student-athletes
for participation in the camps and
also developed the prestigious
Eastern Invitational Team Camp,
which grew from 12 to 64 teams
over a three-year period.

A three-year starter at
Fordham from 1988-91, Rice led
the Rams to three 20-win seasons
while seeing action in 117 career
games. As a senior in 1990-91,
Rice served as team captain for a
squad that finished 25-8 overall,
11-1 in the Patriot League and
earned a postseason appearance in
the NIT. His 152 assists in 1990-
91 still ranks as the third highest
total in Fordham’s all-time season
records. Rice earned a bachelor’s
degree in communication from

Fordham in 1991 and began his
coaching career there as an
assistant. In 1992, the Rams
captured the Patriot League
tournament title and earned a
berth in the NCAA Tournament.

Rice attended Boardman High
School in Youngstown, Ohio
where he earned three letters in
basketball. A three-year starter at
guard, Rice was a two-time All-
Northeast Ohio honoree and two-
time Steel Valley All-Conference
pick.

THE MIKE RICE FILE

Birthdate: February 13, 1969

Hometown: Pittsburgh, Pa.

Education: Bachelor of  Arts- Communications, Fordham University,
1991; Boardman High School (Youngstown, Ohio), 1986.

Family: Wife Kerry, son Michael (8), daughter Katie (6); son of
Mike, Sr. and Kathy Rice; father coached at Duquesne (1979-82) and
Youngstown State (1982-87) and currently serves as Portland
Trailblazers’ radio color commentator; sisters Susan and Stephanie
both played tennis at Syracuse.

Coaching Career
Assistant Coach, University of Pittsburgh, 2006-current; Assistant
Coach, Saint Joseph’s University, 2004-06; Director, Hoop Group
Eastern Invitational Basketball Camp; Assistant Coach, Chicago State
University, 1998-2001; Assistant Coach, Niagara University, 1997-
98; Assistant Coach, Marquette University, 1994-97; Assistant Coach,
Fordham University, 1991-94.

Playing Career
Fordham University, 1988-91
Led the Rams to three 20-win seasons and an NIT appearance in
1991; three year starter and four-year letterwinner; led Fordham to
25-8 overall record and 11-1 Patriot League season in 1990-91.

Rice resides in Pittsburgh with
his wife, Kerry and their children,
Michael (8) and Katie (6). He hails
from an athletic family which
includes his father, Mike Rice, Sr.,
who served as a coach at both the
collegiate and high school levels,
his mother Kathy, who played
basketball at Duquesne, and his
sisters Susan and Stephanie both
played collegiate tennis at
Syracuse.
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PITTSBURGH ‘95 • FOURTH SEASON AT PITT

ORLANDO ANTIGUA • ASSISTANT COACH

THE ORLANDO ANTIGUA FILE

Hometown: Bronx, N.Y.
Education: Bachelor of Arts- Social Sciences, University of

Pittsburgh, 1995; St. Raymond’s High School, Bronx, N.Y.

Family: Wife Dana, son Orlando Anthony and daughter Olivia.

Coaching Career
Assistant Coach, University of Pittsburgh, 2006-current; Director of
Basketball Operations, University of Pittsburgh, 2003-2006; Assistant
Basketball Coach, Mt. Lebanon High School, 2002-03.

Playing Career
University of Pittsburgh, 1991-95
Named the United States Basketball Writers’ Association Most
Courageous Athlete award recipient in 1994 and was presented the
award at the NCAA Final Four; two-year team captain; named to Big
East All-Rookie Team after the 1991-92 season; started in 78 games,
averaged 8.0 points and 3.5 rebounds in 116 career games from 1991-
95; concluded career as one of  Pittsburgh’s best all-time three-point
shooters (.386- 117-303).

Dominican Republic National Team, 1994-95, 1997-98

Harlem Globetrotters, 1995-2002
Became the first player of Latin American descent to join the
Globetrotters; served as an ambassador for the Globetrotters.

Former University of
Pittsburgh basketball standout
Orlando Antigua begins his fourth
year on Head Coach Jamie Dixon’s
staff and first season as an
assistant coach. Named an assistant
coach on June 7, 2006, Antigua is
responsible for recruiting student-
athletes, game preparation and on-
floor coaching. He served the
previous three seasons as Pitt’s
director of  men’s basketball
operations.

“Orlando has played a key role
in our recruiting since he joined
our staff  four years ago,” Dixon
said. “He understands what type
of players we look for and what
type of student-athletes we want
to represent the university.”

A four-year basketball
letterwinner and two-year team
captain at Pitt from 1991-95,
Antigua ranks 11th all-time in
career 3-pointers made (117) and
sixth in career 3-point field goal
percentage (.386). He also ranks
among the school’s career leaders
in blocked shots with 78, the 12th

best total in Panthers history. Over
his four-year career, Antigua
scored 930 points and grabbed 409
rebounds. He averaged 8.0 points
and 3.5 rebounds per game while
starting 78 of his 116 career
contests played. A 1992 Big East
Conference All-Rookie team
member, Antigua helped lead the
Panthers to an 18-16 record and
berth in the National Invitation
Tournament as a freshman. As a
sophomore in 1992-93, Antigua
helped lead Pittsburgh to a 17-11
record and NCAA tournament
berth under Head Coach Paul
Evans. He was named the United
States Basketball Writers’
Association (USBWA) Most
Courageous Athlete in 1994, an
honor presented annually to the

college basketball player who
displays exceptional courage both
on and off the floor. Antigua
averaged over 10.0 points per
game in each of his last two
seasons. He graduated from Pitt
with a degree in social sciences in
December 1995.

Upon his graduation from the
University of Pittsburgh, Antigua
was selected to play for the world-
renowned Harlem Globetrotters,
becoming the first player of Latin
American descent to play for the
squad. Nicknamed “Hurricane” for
his dazzling moves and quickness,
Antigua played with the
Globetrotters for seven years until
2002. He represented the squad in
49 different countries and on tours
to South America, South Africa
and on the acclaimed “Youth in
Our Lives Tour.”

Antigua also played in the
Puerto Rico Superior Basketball
League for eight years and
represented the Dominican
Republic national team in both
1994-95 and 1997-98. Because of
his dedication to the community,
Antigua was named one of the
nation’s top-100 most influential
Hispanic Americans by Hispanic
Business magazine.

In 2002-03, Antigua served as
an assistant basketball coach at
nearby Mt. Lebanon High School
under former Panthers player Joey
David (1983-86) and worked as a
sales representative for Cavanaugh
Promotions in the North Hills.

“I am extremely excited to be a
part of this staff,” Antigua said. “I
look forward to continuing the
great tradition that has been
established over the past few years
at the University of Pittsburgh.
This is a great opportunity for me
to be involved in coaching at my
alma mater.”

A Dominican Republic native
who was raised in Bronx, N.Y.,

Antigua recovered from a 1988
Halloween incident where he was
shot in the head near his left eye.
Nevertheless, Antigua was back
playing basketball just two weeks
after the incident and played his
three seasons at Pittsburgh with
the slug in his head. Doctors
initially ruled out removing the
bullet as being too risky, but
Antigua began suffering severe
headaches. Antigua’s family also
went through a period of
homelessness. The oldest of three
brothers, Antigua was credited
with keeping the family together
while housing was secured.

He overcame these difficulties
and went on to serve as student
council president at St. Raymond’s
High School and played a major

role in the program’s New York
Catholic League Championship run
under head coach Gary DeCaesare.
As a senior, he earned McDonald’s
All America, All-New York City
and Parade All America Second
Team honors after averaging 15
points and eight rebounds. He also
became the school’s second all-
time leading scorer with over
1,000 career points. In addition,
Antigua played on the Gauchos
youth basketball team along with
his Panthers teammates Jerry
McCullough and Eric Mobley.

Fluent in Spanish, Antigua has
resided in Pittsburgh since
graduation. He lives with his wife
Dana, son Orlando Anthony and
daughter Olivia.
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WILLIAM & MARY ‘95 • FIRST SEASON AT PITT

DAVID COX • DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

David Cox begins his first year
on Head Coach Jamie Dixon’s
staff as director of basketball
operations. Cox is responsible for
the day-to-day operations of the
men’s basketball program, serve as
a liaison to athletic department
officials and coordinate the
student-athletes’ practice, game-
day and daily schedules.

“David is a tremendous role
model for our student-athletes,”
Dixon said. “He has an
outstanding administrative and
basketball background and is an
individual who will benefit our
program in many facets. He is a
former NCAA Division I player
who is familiar with the kind of
student-athletes that we have and
will continue to have representing
the University of Pittsburgh.”

Cox arrives at Pitt after serving
seven years as an Assistant
Principal at his alma mater St.
John’s Preparatory High School in
Washington, D.C. His many duties
at St. John’s Prep from 1999-2006
included oversight of  the school’s
athletic department, supervision
of all extracurricular activities and
serving as school disciplinarian.
Prior to his tenure at St. John’s,

Cox also coached at Archbishop
Carroll High School in Washington
D.C. from 1996-99. One of  his
former players was ex-Georgetown
star Ruben Boumjte-Boumjte.

He served seven years as an
assistant coach with the
Washington D.C. Assault AAU
program where he helped guide the
team to the 2004 Under-16
national championship. In assisting
D.C. Assault head coach Curtis
Malone, several of his players
earned college scholarships
including Tre Kelley (South
Carolina), Chris McCray
(Maryland), James White (Florida,
Cincinnati), Tony Bethel
(Georgetown, N.C. State) and
Amari Israel (Notre Dame).

As a collegiate basketball
player, Cox lettered four seasons at
William & Mary for head coaches
Chuck Swenson and Charlie
Woollum. A three-year starter at
point guard from 1992-95, Cox
concluded his career with 670
points (6.1 ppg), 216 rebounds,
336 assists and a .352 3-point field
goal percentage (139-395). He
remains ranked among school
leaders in several statistical
categories including career assists
(eighth, 336), career assist average
(ninth, 3.08 apg.), career 3-point
field goal percentage (ninth, .352),

career 3-point field goals made
(sixth, 137), season 3-point field
goals made (sixth, 57) and owns
two of  the school’s top-10 best
season assists totals. His career-
high 12 assists against George
Mason in 1995 still ranks third
among all-time game performances

Birthdate: October 17, 1973

Hometown: Washington, D.C.

Education: Bachelor of  Arts—William & Mary, 1995; Masters of
Education—William & Mary, 1996.

Family: Wife Tasha, daughter Leila and son Jacob.

Coaching Career
Assistant Basketball Coach, D.C. Assault, 1999-2006; Basketball
Coach, Archbishop Carroll High School, Washington, D.C., 1996-
99.

Playing Career
William & Mary, 1992-95
Four-year letterwinner from 1992-95; two-year starter at point
guard; scored 670 points, grabbed 216 rebounds, dished out 336
assists and shot .352 from 3-point range over his four-year career;
ranks among William & Mary all-time leaders in several statistical
categories.

in William & Mary basketball
history.

Cox graduated from William &
Mary in 1995 with a sociology
degree and later earned his Master’s
in Education in 1996.

Cox resides in Pittsburgh with
his wife Tasha, daughter Leila and
newborn son Jacob.

THE DAVID COX FILE
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Former Pitt star Brandin
Knight begins his first season as
the Pitt’s Program Assistant/Video
Coordinator. In addition to other
duties, Knight will serve as the
chief  video contact for the men’s
basketball program and assist in
monitoring of academic progress.

“Brandin is a tremendous
addition to our program and we
are extremely fortunate to have his
assistance,” Dixon said. “Brandin
was an outstanding role model for
our players at the University of
Pittsburgh and he was
instrumental in turning our
program around. He knows what
we are trying to accomplish.”

Following his Pitt career,
Knight played two seasons with
the NBDL’s Asheville Altitude. He
helped lead the Altitude to NBDL
titles in both 2003-04 and 2004-
05. In 2005, he signed a contract
with the NBA’s Houston Rockets,
but suffered an injury two weeks
later. Knight has spent the
following 16 months in Pittsburgh
rehabbing the injury.

Knight has coached several
AAU teams including a squad that
captured the Under-16 Pittsburgh
Jamfest title.

A Pitt point guard from 1999-
2003, Knight’s leadership was
largely responsible for Pitt’s recent
basketball renaissance. Knight
helped guide Pitt to two
consecutive Big East regular season

titles (2001-02 and 2002-03), two
NCAA “Sweet Sixteen”
appearances (2002 and 2003), the
program’s first-ever Big East
Tournament title (2003), three
consecutive appearances in the Big
East Tournament final (2001-03)
and an 89-40 (.690) four-year
record. A 2003 Wooden All-
America team selection, 2002
Associated Press All-America
selection and two-time All-Big
East honoree, Knight concluded
his career with 1,440 points, 785
assists, 492 rebounds and 298
steals. He earned the Big East’s co-
Most Valuable Player and Most
Improved Player awards after
leading Pitt to a 28-5 record in
2001-02. Knight holds school
records for career assists (785),

career assist average (6.2 apg.),
career steals (298), season assists
(251 in 2001-02) and season
minutes played (1,284 in 2001-
02).

Knight, who graduated with a
History degree from Pitt in June,
2005, is a native of East Orange,
N.J. His brother Brevin is a
member of  the NBA’s Charlotte
Bobcats and was a consensus All-
America point guard at Stanford
(1994-97). His father Melvin is a
former Seton Hall assistant
basketball coach (1978-82) and
player (1968-71) who currently
serves as basketball coach and
athletic director at Essex County
College in New Jersey.

Knight resides in Pittsburgh
with his immediate family.

BRANDIN KNIGHT • PROGRAM ASSISTANT/VIDEO COORDINATOR

PITTSBURGH ‘05 • FIRST SEASON AT PITT


