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I. FOREWORD 
 
The Patriot League Policy & Procedures Manual has been developed to provide both guidance and 
information to Patriot League members.  It represents a synthesis of established Patriot League 
procedures. 
 
Further, this document addresses compliance procedures, and, as such, is to be used in conjunction 
with the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Manual, which states specifically the rules 
which govern intercollegiate athletics.  These rules must be followed by Patriot League institutions.  
Member schools are expected to abide by all rules and procedures set forth in both the NCAA and 
Patriot League Manuals. 
 
It is the League’s intention to update this manual annually.  In the interim, new legislation passed at 
regular Patriot League business meetings will be reported following each meeting to the Athletic 
Director, SWA, and Policy Committee member at each Patriot League institution.  It will then become 
the responsibility of the Athletic Director to pass this new information along to all other appropriate 
and interested parties. 
 
As no manual, no matter how comprehensive, can answer every question, which may arise, Patriot 
League Manual users are encouraged to contact the Patriot League office, so that questions may be 
researched and pertinent material included in future Manual updates. 
 
II. HISTORY OF THE LEAGUE 
 
In 1983, six institutions were drawn together by their common desire to promote quality athletics 
within the context of academic excellence.  Thus, the Colonial League was established.  Comprised of 
Bucknell University, Colgate University, Davidson College, The College of the Holy Cross, Lafayette 
College, and Lehigh University, the League brought together a group of highly selective, academically 
strong universities and colleges with similar philosophies on the potential contribution of athletics 
within an educational institution.  All six institutions competed in NCAA Division I-AA football.  Five 
of the six had traditionally based the allocation of financial aid solely upon need.  The sixth, Holy 
Cross, had previously granted athletic scholarships within the limits permitted by Division I-AA, but 
agreed to abandon that policy in order to join the League. 
 
The Ivy League was instrumental in the formation of this League, even to the point of the Colonial 
League being viewed by many as an Ivy sibling.  At the time of the Colonial League’s creation, the Ivy 
League was searching for another pool of competitors that shared its academic and athletic philosophy.  
The Ivies play Division I-AA football and subscribe to need-based financial aid policies (i.e., financial 
aid to football players based upon demonstrated need, not athletic ability per se).  Only five other 
colleges - Bucknell, Colgate, Davidson, Lafayette, and Lehigh enjoyed that distinction, while Holy 
Cross was considering the same stance.  Institutions similar in size in the New England region 
generally were granting student-athletes athletic scholarships, thereby putting the Ivies at a noticeable 
disadvantage on the athletic field.  Colleges with similar academic and financial aid standards existed, 
but those schools were competing at the Division III level.  It was not seen as appropriate for the Ivy 
League to drop to that division.  However, a new league could be formed, made up of schools that 
shared academic, athletic, and financial assistance similarities with the Ivy League, and future play 
could be designed with interlocking competition. 
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Such a relationship would benefit both leagues.  The Ivies would have a group of schools with which 
to compete on an equal financial aid basis, maintain Division I-AA status, and have a reasonable hope 
of winning their share of contests. The Colonial League teams would benefit from the national media 
exposure that competition with the Ivies would bring, and this exposure would reinforce the 
philosophies and academic similarities of the institutions in the Colonial League as compared with 
those in the Ivy League. 
 
The Colonial League’s first Executive Director was Alan Childs, a faculty member at Lafayette 
College.  Such a choice was not an accident, for the association of academic officers with the League 
was and continues to be most important.  Dr. Childs served the League in this capacity for three years.  
In summing up the creation of the Colonial League, Alan Childs said, 
 

... (it) was the right thing for our institutions to do, at the right time in the history of intercollegiate 
athletics.  We can now have sane and sensible athletics in an intellectually stimulating and 
educationally sound academic environment.  It has taken effort and dedication, but the times called 
for a solution to the abuses we had seen in intercollegiate athletics.  College athletes must be 
students first.  A quality education is the most important part of their college experience.  If 
intercollegiate athletics and educational goals prove to be incompatible, then intercollegiate 
athletics must leave the campus.  The guiding principles of the League have served to keep 
athletics in their proper role in the development of our students.” 

 
The Colonial League initially competed strictly as a football conference beginning full round-robin 
play in football in 1986.  Colonial League tournaments in golf, cross country, tennis, and volleyball 
were instituted in 1988; and beginning with the 1990-91 academic year, the League sponsored 22 
sports, eleven for women, and eleven for men.  Women’s rowing was added as a Patriot League 
championship event beginning in the spring of 2005. 
 
There have also been organizational changes, which have taken place since the League’s inception.  On 
January 1, 1990, the Colonial League’s name was changed.  The name Patriot League was officially 
adopted.  Additionally, membership has shifted slightly.  Davidson College chose to leave the League 
after the 1988 season.  Fordham University joined the League in 1989 and resigned its membership in 
1995 for all sports except football.  The United States Military Academy joined the League in 1989, 
and the United States Naval Academy joined the League in the 1991-92 academic year.  
 
In July of 1995, the Council voted to create or offer associate membership in selected sports with 
Fordham University as the initial associate member in football.  In the next ten years, Fairfield (field 
hockey), Georgetown (football), Hobart (men’s lacrosse), Towson (football), Ursinus (field hockey) 
and Villanova (women’s lacrosse) competed as associate members.   

 
The Patriot League welcomed American University as its eighth full member in July 2001.  Shortly 
thereafter, the Council of Presidents approved a policy to limit associate members to the sport of 
football.  Entering the 2008-09 academic year, Fordham and Georgetown are the League’s only 
associate members in football. 
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III. PATRIOT LEAGUE OFFICE 
 
The Patriot League Office was established in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, on September 1, 1989.  On 
July 1, 2001, the headquarters moved to nearby Center Valley, PA.  The Office’s location was selected 
in order to make it central to all member institutions.  Under the direct supervision of the Executive 
Director, the Office performs the following functions: 
 
A. Oversees all League Championships, providing the necessary personnel for supervision as well as  

the presentation of awards. 
 

B. Prepares and distributes annual League schedules. 
 
C. Acts as the public relations liaison between member institutions and media outlets, and works to  

bring positive public exposure to the League. 
 

D. Collects and reports statistical data for each League sport, informing the members of the League 
and media on contest results, League standings, leading scorers, and upcoming League contests. 

 
E. Assists the membership in the area of compliance with NCAA rules and regulations, as well as, 

serving as a liaison between the NCAA and the member institutions. 
 
F. Develops, publishes, and distributes a weekly electronic newsletter to all member institutions, 

media, administrators, alumni, and fans. 
 
IV. DIRECTORY 
 
A.  PATRIOT LEAGUE 

3773 Corporate Parkway, Suite 190 
Center Valley, PA 18034 
Phone: (610) 289-1950 
Fax: (610) 289-1951/52 
Website: www.patriotleague.com 

 
Carolyn Schlie Femovich, Executive Director 
Grisel Ortiz-Ludovico, Executive Assistant  
Joanna Kreps, Associate Executive Director for Sports Management & Governance/SWA 
Richard Wanninger, Associate Executive Director for External Affairs 
Matt Dougherty, Director of Media Relations 
Darlene Gordon, Director of Championships and Business Manager 
Jessica Siegel, Associate Media Relations Director 
Patrick Muffley, Assistant Director for Sports Management and Compliance 
Ashley Hicks, Media and External Relations Assistant  
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B.  PRESIDENTS/SUPERINTENDENTS (Liaison - Femovich) 
n       American  Cornelius M. Kerwin          (202) 885-2121  

Army   Lt. Gen. Franklin L. Hagenbeck  (845) 938-2610 
  Bucknell  Dr. Brian Mitchell    (570) 577-1511 

Colgate  Dr. Rebecca S. Chopp    (315) 228-7444 
  Holy Cross  Rev. Michael C. McFarland, S.J.  (508) 793-2525 

Lafayette  Dr. Daniel Weiss          (610) 330-5200 
Lehigh   Dr. Alice P. Gast    (610) 758-3157 
Navy   Vice Admiral Jeffrey L. Fowler  (410) 293-1500 

 
C.  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (Liaison - Femovich) 
  Bucknell     Dr. Brian Mitchell          (570) 577-1511 
  Colgate  Dr. Rebecca S. Chopp    (315) 228-7444 

Lehigh   Dr. Alice Gast     (610) 758-3157 
 

D. POLICY COMMITTEE (Liaisons - Femovich and Kreps) 
 American  Gail Hanson     (202 
   Army   COL Maritza Ryan    (845) 938-3510 
   Bucknell  Dr. Mitchell Chernin    (570) 577-3145 

Colgate  Dr. Doug Johnson    (315) 228-7220 
Fordham    Jeff Gray     (718) 817-4750 
Georgetown   Todd Olson     (202) 687-4056 
Holy Cross  Dr. John Axelson    (508) 793-3434 

   Lafayette  Dr. James Krivoski    (610) 330-5082 
   Lehigh   Bruce Taggart     (610) 758-3025 

Navy     Christine Copper    (410) 293-6621 
 
E. DIRECTORS OF ATHLETICS  (Liaison – Femovich and Kreps) 

American     Keith Gill     (202) 885-3190 
Army   Kevin Anderson    (845) 938-3701 

 Bucknell  John Hardt     (570) 577-3054 
Colgate  David Roach     (315) 228-7611 
Holy Cross  Richard Regan, Jr.    (508) 793-2582 
Lafayette  Dr. Bruce McCutcheon   (610) 330-5470 
Lehigh   Dr. Joseph Sterrett    (610) 758-4320 

 Navy   Chet Gladchuk    (410) 293-2700, ext. 111 

F. ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE (Liaison – Femovich) 
 Bucknell  John Hardt     (570) 577-3054 

Colgate  David Roach     (315) 228-7611 
Holy Cross  Richard Regan, Jr.    (508) 793-2582 

 
G.  FACULTY ATHLETIC REPRESENTATIVES (Liaison - Kreps) 
 American  Dr. Robert C Karch    (202) 885-6285 
 Army   COL Maritza Ryan    (845) 938-3510 

Bucknell  Dr. Mitchell Chernin            (570) 577-3145 
Colgate  Fred Chernoff     (315) 228-7259  

 Holy Cross  Dr. John Axelson    (508) 793-3434 
 Lafayette  Susan Averett     (610) 330-5307 
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Lehigh   Jim McIntosh     (610) 758-3809 
Navy   Christine Copper    (410) 293-6621 

 
H.  SPORT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (Liaison – Kreps and Muffley) 
  American  Rob Acunto     (202) 885-3046 

Athena Argyropoulos    (202) 885-3024 
 Army   Monica Love     (845) 938-3126 
    Gene Uchacz     (845) 938-4318 
 Bucknell  Amanda Backus    (570) 577-1712 
    Tim Pavlechko     (570) 577-3588 
 Colgate   Shondell Reed     (315) 228-7605 
    Alice Tym     (315) 228-7611 
 Holy Cross  Rose Shea     (508) 793-2318 
    Ann Zelesky     (508) 793-2628 
 Lafayette  George Bright     (610) 330-5472  
    Kaity Cerco     (610) 330-5474 
 Lehigh   Karen Adams     (610) 758-4318 
 Navy   Loretta Lamar     (410) 293-8936 
    Eric Ruden     (410) 293-8748 
 
I. SENIOR WOMAN ADMINISTRATORS (Liaison –Kreps) 
 American  Athena Argyropoulos    (202) 885-3024 

Army   Monica Love     (845) 938-3126  
Bucknell  Amanda Backus    (570) 577-1712 
Colgate   Alice Tym     (315) 228-7008 
Holy Cross  Ann Zelesky     (508) 793-2628 

 Lafayette  Kaity Cerco     (610) 330-5474 
Lehigh   Karen Adams     (610) 758-4318 
Navy   Loretta Lamar     (410) 293-8936 

 
J. SENIOR COMPLIANCE ADMINISTRATORS  (Liaison – Muffley) 
 American  Rob Acunto     (202) 885-3046 

Army   Monica Love      (845) 938-3126 
 Bucknell  Calvin Symons     (570) 577-3070   

Colgate   Ann-Marie Guglieri    (315) 228-7852 
Holy Cross  Rose Shea     (508) 793-2318 
Lafayette  Kaity Cerco     (610) 330-5474 
Lehigh   Taryn Gall     (610) 758-4607 
Navy   Loretta Lamar     (410) 293-2700 ext. 181

    
K. MEDIA RELATIONS DIRECTORS (Liaison – Dougherty, Siegel and George Bright) 
 American                    Anthony Wilson                                              (202) 885-3079            

                               Army                           Bob Beretta                                                     (845) 938-6416 
Bucknell                      Jon Terry                                                         (570) 577-3121 
Colgate                        Bob Cornell                                                     (315) 228-7616 
Holy Cross                  Charles Bare                                                    (508) 793-3941 
Lafayette                     Phil LaBella                                                    (610) 330-5123 

                               Lehigh              Mike Stagnitta                                                (610) 758-6631 
            Navy                           Scott Strasemeier                                            (410) 293-8775 
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L. TICKET MANAGERS (Liaison - Wanninger) 
American      Chris McDonnell    (202) 885-3104 
Army   Tom Richard     (845) 938-2526 
Bucknell  Jon Homan     (570) 577-3301 
Colgate  Maureen Burt     (315) 228-7600 
Holy Cross  Linda George     (508) 793-2724 
Lafayette  Carissa Roe     (610) 330-5471 

 Lehigh   Rich Haas     (610) 758-4338 
Navy   Matt Munnelly    (410) 293-4955 

 
M. MARKETING DIRECTORS (Liaison – Wanninger, Gordon and Eric Ruden) 

American   Robert Sherman     (202) 885-3075 
Army    Rich DeMarco     (845) 446-4033 
Bucknell   Mike McFarland     (570) 577-1093 
Colgate   Alice Tym      (315) 228-6547 
Holy Cross   Frank Mastandrea     (508) 793-3427 
Lafayette   Scott Morse      (610) 330-5129 
Lehigh   Rich Haas      (610) 758-4338 
Navy    Jon Starrett      (410) 293-8784 

 
N. SPORTS MEDICINE (Liaison – Wanninger and Karen Adams) 

American   Sean Dash      (202) 885-3040 
Army    Tim Kelly      (845) 938-2174 
Bucknell   Mark Keppler      (570) 577-3255 
Colgate   Steve Chouinard     (315) 228-7578 
Holy Cross   Anthony Cerundolo    (508) 793-2627 
Lafayette   Matt Bayly      (610) 330-5766 
Lehigh   Jack Foley      (610) 758-4332 
Navy    Dr. Jeff Fair     (410) 293-8717 

 
O. NCAA COMMITTEES 
 
 Committee Name  Name    Institution  End  
 Presidential Advisory Group Rebecca Chopp  Colgate  4/30/12
 Leadership Council  Chet Gladchuk  Navy   4/30/12 

Legislative Council  Joanna Kreps   Patriot League  4/30/12 
Academic Cabinet  Loretta Lamar   Navy   7/01/12 
Amateurism Cabinet  Rob Acunto   American  7/01/12 
Championship/Sports Mgt Rose Shea   Holy Cross  7/01/12 
Recruiting Cabinet  Shondell Reed   Colgate  7/01/12 

 Men’s Basketball Issues Kevin Anderson  Army   9/01/10 
    Kerry Kenny   Lafayette  1/01/09 
Football Issues Committee Bruce McCutcheon  Lafayette  9/01/11 

 Football Championship Bruce McCutcheon  Lafayette  9/01/11 
Student-Athlete Advisory Kerry Kenny   Lafayette  1/01/09 

 Initial Eligibility Waivers Monica Love   Army   1/01/12 
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 Sport Committee  Name    Institution  End  
 Baseball   John Hardt   Bucknell  9/02/12 

Field Hockey   Athena Argyropoulos  American  9/01/10 
Football   Bruce McCutcheon  Lafayette  9/01/11

 Men’s Ice Hockey  Don Vaughan   Colgate  9/01/09
     William Bellerose  Holy Cross  9/01/10
 Men’s Lacrosse  Tim Pavlechko  Bucknell  9/01/10 
 Women’s Soccer  Alice Tym   Colgate  9/01/12 
 Swimming & Diving  Pam Armold   Bucknell  9/01/12  
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V. LEAGUE OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 
 

A. OFFICERS 
 

Patriot League officers are as follows: 
 

1. President 
 

The Chair of the Council of Presidents is the League’s President. 
 

2. Secretary-Treasurer 
 

The Executive Director of the Patriot League is also its Secretary-Treasurer. 
 

B. COMMITTEES 
 

The Patriot League is governed by three (3) committees: the Council of Presidents, the 
Policy Committee, and the Committee on Athletic Administration.  Standing and/or ad 
hoc committees may be established by the Council of Presidents, as deemed necessary.  
Appointments to these committees are made by the Executive Committee of the 
Council.  The League’s Executive Director is responsible for the administrative 
functions associated with committee operations.  (Additional information on League 
Committees can be found in Article V of the Patriot League’s Constitutional Bylaws.)   

 
C. QUORUM 

 
A simple majority of the membership of each committee constitutes a quorum.  
Normally, passage or adoption of a proposal or resolution is based upon the number of 
member institutions present and voting (refer to Constitutional/Operational Bylaws). 

 
D. COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

 
The committee chairpersons service by committee and institution are displayed below: 

 
1. Council of Presidents 

  1989-1992  Dr. Peter Likins, Lehigh University 
   1992-1994  Rear Adm. Thomas Lynch, U.S. Naval Academy 
   1994-1996  LTG Howard Graves, U.S. Military Academy 
   1996-2000  Dr. William D. Adams, Bucknell University 
   2000-2002  Arthur J. Rothkopf, Lafayette College 

2002-2004 Rev. Michael C. McFarland, S.J., College of the Holy 
Cross 

               2004-2005  Dr. Benjamin Ladner, American University 
2005-2007  Rebecca Chopp, Colgate University 
2007-2009  Dr. Brian Mitchell, Bucknell University 

 
2. Policy Committee 

  1989-1991  Dr. Herman Kissiah, Lafayette College 
  1991-1994  Larry Shinn, Bucknell University 
  1994-1997  Karen Leach, Colgate University  
  1997-1998  Dr. Herman Kissiah, Lafayette College 
  1998-1999  Anthony Kuzniewski, College of the Holy Cross 
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   1999-2004  Bruce Selleck, Colgate University 
   2004-2007  Charles R. Pollock, Bucknell University 

2007- Dr. Jim Krivoski, Lafayette College 
  

3. Committee on Athletic Administration 
  1989-1990  Fred Dunlap, Colgate University 
  1990-1993  Frank McLaughlin, Fordham University 
  1993-1996  Ron Perry, College of the Holy Cross 
  1996-1999  Dr. Eve Atkinson, Lafayette College 

1999-2002  Joseph Sterrett, Lehigh University 
2002-2004  Richard Greenspan, U.S. Military Academy  
2004-2006  Chet Gladchuk, U.S. Naval Academy 
2006-2008 John Hardt, Bucknell University 
2008-2010  Dave Roach, Colgate University 

 
E. AWARDS COMMITTEE 

 
The Awards Committee is an established standing committee that reports to the Policy 
Committee.  Its membership is determined by the Chair of the Council of Presidents. 
[See XII.G for policy on naming awards.] 

 
F. ADMINISTRATION OF SPORTS GROUPS [June 1997] 

 
1. Sport Group Liaisons 

 
Administrative Liaison (Institutional Administrator) 

 
Each administrative liaison functions as a representative of the Committee on 
Athletic Administration or the Sport Management Committee, and must hold 
one of the following positions: director of athletics, associate director of 
athletics or assistant director of athletics.  Individuals assuming this role are 
appointed by the chair of the Committee on Athletic Administration for a term 
not to exceed five years.  Administrative liaisons should attend business 
meetings for his/her sport group(s), whenever possible.  Attendance by the 
administrative liaison at the League championship for his/her sport group is 
recommended, but not required. 

 

Coaches’ Chair 
 

For each sport, the individual in this position must be a head coach and will 
serve a two-year term.  The term of each chair shall begin on July 1.  The 
position will normally rotate alphabetically among the member schools that 
participate in that sport.  The only exceptions will be: 

 
1) If the position is due to rotate to a school with a first-year coach.  At that 

time, it is recommended that the school be skipped, to be re-inserted into 
the rotation two years later. 

2) Those instances where a coach leaves before serving out his/her two-year 
term.  In these cases, the school forfeits the remaining portion of the 
term, and the position moves to the next school in the rotation, 
continuing as if the full two years had been served. 
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League Liaison (Patriot League Staff Member) 
 

The Associate Executive Director will oversee administration of Patriot League 
sport groups.  In those sports for which this individual cannot serve due to 
seasonal conflicts, he/she will, in consultation with the Executive Director, 
designate a staff member to fulfill the role.  League liaisons will be expected to 
attend all business meetings for his/her sport group(s). 

 
2. Sports Committee Directory 

 
Baseball 
Administrative Liaison -  George Bright, Lafayette  (2003) 
Coaches’ Chair –   Joe Sottolano, Army (2005) 
League Liaison -   Joanna Kreps 

 

Basketball, Men’s 
Administrative Liaison -  Chet Gladchuk, Navy (2007-08) 

Rose Shea, Holy Cross (2007-08)  
Coaches’ Chair –   Billy Lange, Navy (2007-08) 
League Liaison -   Carolyn Schlie Femovich 

  

Basketball, Women’s 
Administrative Liaison -  Kevin Anderson, Army (2007-08)  
    Karen Adams, Lehigh (2007-08) 
Coaches’ Chair –   Tammy Smith, Lafayette (2008-09) 
League Liaison -   Carolyn Schlie Femovich 

 

Cross Country & Track, Men’s and Women’s 
Administrative Liaison –  Loretta Lamar, Navy (2006) 
Coaches’ Chair –   Jerry Quiller, Army (September 2006) 
League Liaison -   Joanna Kreps 

 

Field Hockey 
Administrative Liaison -  Athena Argyropoulos, American (2007-08) 
Coaches’ Chair -   Julie Mazer, Lehigh (January 2008) 
League Liaison –   Patrick Muffley  

 

Football 
Administrative Liaison - Bruce McCutcheon, Lafayette (2007-08) 
    Shondell Reed, Colgate (2007-08) 
Coaches’ Chair -   Tom Gilmore, Holy Cross (February 2007) 
League Liaison -   Carolyn Schlie Femovich 

 

Golf 
Administrative Liaison -  Gene Uchacz, Army (’01) 
Coaches’ Chair –  Jim Clevenger, Army (’06) 
League Liaison -   Joanna Kreps 
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Lacrosse, Men’s 
Administrative Liaison -  Dave Roach, Colgate (2007-08) 

Tim Pavlechko, Bucknell (‘05) 
Coaches’ Chair -   Adam Pascal, Holy Cross (December 2006) 
League Liaison -   Joanna Kreps 

 
Lacrosse, Women’s 
Administrative Liaison –  Keith Gill, American (2007-08) 

Amanda Backus, Bucknell (2007-08) 
Coaches’ Chair –   Stephanie Ridolfi, Holy Cross (September 2007) 
League Liaison –   Patrick Muffley 

 
Rowing 
Administrative Liaison -  Rose Shea, Holy Cross (‘05) 
Coaches’ Liaison -   Greg Kruczynski, Colgate (November 2007) 
League Liaison -   Joanna Kreps 

 
Soccer, Men’s 
Administrative Liaison –  Dick Regan, Holy Cross (2007-08) 

Rob Acunto, American (2006-07) 
Coaches’ Chair –   Erik Ronning, Colgate (January 2008) 
League Liaison –   Patrick Muffley 

 
Soccer, Women’s 
Administrative Liaison –  Joe Sterrett, Lehigh (2007-08) 

Alice Tym, Colgate (2006-07) 
Coaches’ Chair -   Deb Flaherty, Holy Cross (January 2008) 
League Liaison -   Joanna Kreps 

 
Softball 
Administrative Liaison -  Ann Zelesky, Holy Cross (’01) 
Coaches’ Chair –   Vicki Sax, Colgate (October 2007) 
League Liaison –   Patrick Muffley 

 
Swimming, Men’s and Women’s 
Administrative Liaison -  Carl Tamulevich (‘05) 
Coaches’ Chair -   Barry Parenteau, Holy Cross (March 2007) 
League Liaison –   Patrick Muffley 

 
Tennis, Men’s and Women’s 
Administrative Liaison -  Monica Love, Army (2008-09) 
Men’s Coaches’ Chair -  John Officer, Navy (November 2006) 
Women’s Coaches’ Chair -  Rebecca Helt, Bucknell (November 2006) 
League Liaison -   Patrick Muffley 

 
Volleyball 
Administrative Liaison -  Kaitlyn Cerco, Lafayette (2008-09)  
Coaches’ Chair -   Terri Campbell, Lafayette (February 2008) 
League Liaison -   Patrick Muffley 
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3. Business Meetings 
 

Purpose and Frequency [May 2008] 
 

Each coaching group will have one (1) annual mandatory meeting during which 
head coaches will discuss “sport business” (e.g., proposed amendments to 
Patriot League policy, policies impacting the sport nationally) and vote on items 
if necessary.  Additional annual meetings may be requested, but are subject to 
the approval of the Committee on Athletic Administration.   

 
Date and Location 

 
The annual meeting will be held in the Patriot League office at a date and time 
agreed upon by the coaches’ group and administrative liaisons.  (Note: the golf 
coaches meeting will be held in conjunction with League Championship). 

 
Exception: National Sports Conventions 

 
If all head coaches will be attending the national sport convention and all head 
coaches and administrative liaison(s) unanimously agree to meet at the 
convention one year in advance, then the meeting may be held at the coaches’ 
convention.   

 
In all cases, the coaches’ group must request holding the League business 
meeting at their convention and the Sport Management Committee must approve 
the location no later than April of the previous year.  In addition, administrative 
liaison(s) and/or the League office have the authority to determine that the 
agenda warrants a meeting at the League office or that meeting at the location of 
the coaches’ convention is not cost effective for all parties involved.   

 
Participants 

 
The annual business meeting will be limited to head coaches only.  No assistant 
coaches may be in attendance, with the exception of an emergency, at which 
time the head coach may send one representative in their place.  Head coaches 
that do not attend the annual mandatory meeting (or send a representative and 
alert the League office in the case of an emergency) would result in the 
institution being fined $500. 

 
Agendas 

 
The following operational guidelines will be utilized for the development and 
distribution of each sport’s meeting agenda: 

 
1) Three weeks prior to the scheduled meeting, a written request for agenda 

items will be sent out by the sport’s coaches’ chair/League liaison. 
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2) One week prior to the meeting, the agenda will be finalized by the 
coaches’ chair in consultation with the League liaison and administrative 
liaison. 

 
3) The League liaison will then fax, mail, or e-mail the agenda and any 

pertinent materials to each head coach and the administrative liaison. 
 

Minutes 
 

The following operational guidelines will be utilized for the taking, review, and 
distribution of each sport’s meeting minutes: 

 
1) Minutes will be recorded by the League liaison. 

 
2) A draft of the minutes will be faxed/emailed by the League liaison to the 

coaches’ chair and administrative liaison for review within two weeks of 
the meeting. 

 
3) The final minutes will be distributed by the League liaison to all head 

coaches, the administrative liaison, the Committee on Athletic 
Administration, the Sport Management Committee and the League office 
staff members. 

 
Other Meetings 

 
Additional business meetings may be requested by sport group liaisons to 
address urgent issues.  In these instances, all coaches and liaisons in the sport are 
to be notified and contacted regarding availability.  Every effort should be made 
to conduct the “extra” meeting via teleconference (or fax ballot, if possible).  
Pre-championship meetings will continue to be held as in the past, but it is 
recommended that discussion of “sport business” (excluding championship 
issues) be avoided at these meetings unless all coaches are in attendance.  In 
those cases where coaches regularly attend national conventions, efforts should 
be made to conduct an optional meeting. 

 
Expenses 

 
All reasonable expenses incurred during the conduct of approved sport group 
business meetings (e.g., room rental, food and beverage, teleconference fees) 
will be paid by the Patriot League office.  The cost of pre-championship 
meetings will continue to be the responsibility of the host institution. 

 
   4. Governance, Standing and Advisory/Sport Committees 
 

League Governance Committees, Standing Committees and Advisory/Sport 
Committees are listed in the Constitutional Bylaws - Article VII of the Patriot 
League Policy and Procedures Manual.   
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VI.  CONSTITUTIONAL BYLAWS (ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION) 
 

ARTICLE I - OFFICES 
 

1. The registered office of the corporation shall be at 3773 Corporate Parkway, Suite 190, 
Center Valley, Pennsylvania, 18034. 

 
2.   The corporation may also have offices at such other place as the Board of Directors may 

from time to time appoint or the activities of the corporation may require. 
 

ARTICLE II - SEAL 
 

The corporate seal shall have inscribed thereon the name of the corporation, the year of its 
organization and the words “Corporate Seal, Pennsylvania.” 

 
ARTICLE III - PURPOSES 

 
The purposes of the Corporation (the Corporation may be referred to alternatively in these By-
Laws as “The League”) are: 

 
1.   To conduct intercollegiate athletics within a context that holds paramount the academic 

programs of the member institutions and the academic and personal growth of student 
athletes; 

 
2.   To hold allied and/or affiliate membership as a conference in the National Collegiate 

Athletic Association (NCAA); 
 

3.  To engage in such intercollegiate athletic competition in accordance with the principles, 
policies, constitution and bylaws of the NCAA as well as such other principles, policies 
and bylaws as may, from time to time, be adopted by the League; 

 
4.   To provide procedures for the enforcement of the NCAA principles, policies, 

constitution and bylaws and other principles, policies and bylaws as may, from time to 
time, be adopted by the League; 

 
5.   To effectuate such other or additional purposes as may, from time to time, be adopted 

and approved at meetings of the member institutions; 
 

6.   To provide that student-athletes will be representative of the total student body of each 
member institution in general academic achievement and overall educational 
experience; 

 
7.   To provide that policies governing admission and financial aid of student-athletes, and 

intercollegiate athletics, of each member institution will encourage balanced and fair 
competition on a continuing basis among the member institutions of the League; 
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8.   To provide for the sharing of appropriate information among the member institutions 
regarding their athletic programs and the admission and financial aid of student-athletes 
in football, men’s and women’s basketball, and other sports as identified by the League; 

 
9.   To foster mutual respect and confidence among the member institutions and to foster 

the purposes and principles of higher academic education; 
 

10.   To take any and all actions necessary to effectuate the above purposes; and 
 

11.   Notwithstanding any other provisions of the League’s Bylaws or other regulations, the 
League shall not engage in any activity not permitted to be carried on by an 
organization exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(a) of the Internal 
Revenue Code, as an organization described in Section 501(c)(3) of the Code, or by an 
organization, contributions to which are deductible under Section 170(a) of the Code, as 
being an organization referred to in Section 170(c)(2) of the Code. 

 
ARTICLE IV - LEAGUE CODE 

 
The League shall be governed and administered according to the League Code which shall 
consist of the Articles of Incorporation, these Bylaws, and such rules and regulations as are 
established, from time to time, by the Council of Presidents. 

 
ARTICLE V - MEMBERS 

 
1.   Charter Members  As of the date of incorporation, the members of the League are: 

 
Bucknell University 
Colgate University 
College of the Holy Cross 

  Lafayette College 
Lehigh University 
United States Military Academy 
United States Naval Academy 
American University - was admitted as a regular member of the League in July 2001. 

 
2.  New Members New regular and associate members may be admitted into the League 

upon proper application in accordance with criteria established by the Council of 
Presidents and by a unanimous vote of all regular member institutions. 

 
3.   Members Regular and associate membership in the League is by institution and all 

rights and duties inherent in that membership may be exercised by or enforced against 
such member institutions only.  Member institutions are responsible for compliance by 
student-athletes and employees at their institutions.  Students enrolled in a regular or 
associate member institution do not, by virtue of such enrollment, acquire membership 
in the League.  The League has no direct jurisdiction over any student enrolled in a 
regular or associate member institution or any employees, and no individual students or 
employees have any membership rights in the League. 
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4.   NCAA Division I Membership Only colleges and universities holding Division I 
membership in the NCAA shall be eligible for regular or associate membership. 

 
5.   Admission/Readmission into Membership Admission or readmission to regular and 

associate membership in the League shall be by vote of the Council of Presidents.  A 
unanimous vote of the Council of Presidents shall be required to approve an application 
for admission or readmission and a member institution that seeks readmission shall not 
be counted in determining the required vote. 

 
6.   Declaration of Membership A condition of membership and application for 

membership shall be a Five-Year Declaration of Membership/Letter of Commitment 
Form signed by the institution’s chief executive officer which states that the institution 
makes an initial five-year commitment to membership in the League.  Subsequent to the 
initial five-year commitment, members will be committed to the League for a period of 
three years renewable on an annual basis.  The annual renewal will take effect 
automatically unless the chief executive officer notifies the Executive Director in 
writing, during the period of June 1 through June 30, two years prior to the effective 
date of the resignation date, which shall be June 30 of the year in which the school 
wishes to withdraw from the League.  Once a member has officially announced its 
intention to withdraw from the League, should it desire to change its decision, it must 
then go through the full application process as required by other applicant institutions. 
[Council, June 1995] 

 
7.   Associate Membership 

 
A. The Council of Presidents may grant, on a three academic-year basis, associate 

membership status to a college or university for the purpose of permitting such 
institution to participate in sports conducted under the auspices of the League.  
On or before the end of the second academic year, the League may offer 
continuation of associate membership to an institution for an additional three 
academic-year term.  Thereafter, the League may continue to renew an 
institution’s associate membership for subsequent three-academic year terms at 
the conclusion of the second year of each term. [June 2002] 

 
B. When an institution accepts an offer of membership in the League as an 

associate member, it agrees to abide by the League Code and all subsequent 
amendments thereto and all rules and regulations currently in existence or 
subsequently adopted by the League. 

 
C. The annual membership dues for an associate member shall be determined by 

the Council of Presidents prior to the commencement of each academic year and 
may be changed from year to year as determined by the Council of Presidents. 

 
D. Associate members shall designate appropriate representatives as required by 

the League Code to attend and participate in the discussions of the Council of 
Presidents, Policy Committee and Committee of Directors of Athletics.  Such 
representatives, however, will participate in an ex-officio capacity without 
entitlement to vote, except with respect to those matters which concern the 
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sport(s) for which the institution was granted the status of associate membership.  
The determination of which matters an associate member may vote upon shall 
be solely determined by the Chair of each body and may not be appealed or 
subject to review by any body of the League or any other body or court. 
[Council, December 1998] 

 
E. Associate membership status may be revoked on notice to the institution’s 

President at any time and upon 30 days notice in the sole discretion of the 
Council of Presidents.  Revocation will be effective at the conclusion of the 
particular sport season(s) for which an institution was granted the status of an 
associate member.  This decision shall not be subject to review by any body or 
court. 

 
F. An Associate member shall share in the distribution of only those League 

revenues generated by the sport(s) in which it participates as an associate 
member of the League.  The revenues shall be applied, used and distributed to 
regular and associate members in accordance with applicable League regulations 
and as determined by the Council of Presidents. 

 
G. To the extent that any provision of the League Bylaws or rules and regulations 

appears to be different from the provisions of this Section, the provisions of this 
Section shall govern. 

 
8.   Voting Regular and associate member institutions shall vote and participate in the 

activities of the League through their respective duly appointed and authorized 
representatives to the Council of Presidents, the Policy Committee, the Committee on 
Athletic Administration, and other established committees of the League.  On matters in 
which the representative of an associate member is granted the right to vote, each 
regular and associate member shall have one vote.  [June 2002] 

 
A. Any amendments to the Operating Bylaws require a majority vote of all 

members.  According to Robert’s Rules of Order, a majority of eight (8) 
members will require five (5) affirmative votes.   

 
B. Any amendments to the Constitutional Bylaws require a 2/3 vote of all member 

institutions, not only those present at the meeting of the Council of Presidents.  
In other words, six (6) affirmative votes are required. 

 
Therefore, any actions of our governing committees such as the Committee on Athletic 
Administration, Policy Committee and the Council of Presidents will require the 
requisite number of votes to approve an Operating or Constitutional Bylaw. 

 
9. Membership Responsibility and Conditions By acceptance into membership of the 

League, each member institution represents that it will adhere to the League Code and 
will, in all its acts, conform in every way with its substance and spirit, without 
exception. 
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10.   Intercollegiate Athletic Programs Requirements 
 

A. All regular member institutions must annually sponsor and conduct a 
representative schedule in Division I men’s and women’s basketball and no less 
than the minimum number of other Division I varsity programs as required by 
NCAA regulations for Division I classification. 

 
B. Sports shall be designated for League championship or in-season competition by 

a consensus of the Council of Presidents.  If a vote is needed, then a two-thirds 
vote of the Council of Presidents, upon the recommendation of the Committee 
on Athletic Administration and the Policy Committee, and following the 
development of a championship budget proposal, shall be required.  Each year 
the Council of Presidents shall review each championship sport. 

 
C. An institution prohibited from competing in post-season competition by the 

NCAA or the Patriot League shall not be eligible for the League Championship 
in the cited sport(s), but its regular-season contests against League opponents 
shall count in the League standings.  Also, an institution that has been declared 
ineligible for post-season competition may not compete in a League 
championship that determines the Patriot League’s automatic qualifier for the 
NCAA Championship in that sport.  [Council 2004] 

 
D. Each regular or associate member institution will send its most competitive team 

to the League championship. 
 

E. If a regular member institution sponsors a sport for which the League conducts a 
championship or regular in-season competition, the member institution must 
participate in the League competition unless an exemption from participation 
has been approved in advance by a majority of the Council of Presidents.  The 
following criteria for an exemption shall apply: 

 
(1) An institution will be permitted to exempt no more than one sport from 

League competition; 
(2) Withdrawal of the sport under consideration will not jeopardize the 

League’s automatic qualification or overall competitiveness; 
(3) The institution will not align its program with another Division I 

conference; 
(4) The competitive experience is determined to be undesirable for student-

athletes from other League institutions due to facility or other 
competitive limitations at the institution requesting the waiver; and 

(5) The commitment to gender equity at the institution and in the League is 
not compromised.  [December 2001] 

 
11.   Termination Upon a unanimous vote of the Council of Presidents, not including the 

alleged offending member institution, to be preceded by notice to the allege offending 
member institution, membership in the League may be terminated for the following 
reasons: 
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A. Resigning or attempting to resign from the League without having complied 
with the resignation policy.  In addition to loss of membership, failure to comply 
with the resignation policy may also result in the forfeiture of any or all financial 
enumeration directly associated with the League, including the NCAA 
basketball tournament and other tournament distributions. 

 
B. Failing to live up to the standards and requirements of the League, both in spirit 

and in letter, as expressly and implicitly set forth in its Code. 
 

C. If a regular or associate member institution becomes ineligible for active 
membership in the NCAA by a written determination of the NCAA. 

 
12.   Annual Dues The Council of Presidents shall annually establish the dues to be paid for 

the following year by each regular or associate member institution, which shall be set 
on an equitable basis, and prescribe the date by which payment of such dues shall be 
made.  Should League expenses warrant, each regular and associate member institution 
may be assessed an amount to maintain League operations. 

 
13.   Resignation from Membership  

 
A. The chief executive officer will notify the Executive Director in writing during 

the period of June 1 through June 30, two years prior to the effective date of the 
resignation date, which shall be June 30 of the year in which the member wishes 
to withdraw from the League. 

 
B. Failure to fulfill the initial five-year or subsequent three-year commitment to 

membership, or failure to provide proper notice shall require the institution to 
pay $150,000 to the League as liquidated damages to compensate the League for 
its losses, damages and attorneys’ fees, and to pay immediately the member’s 
annual dues and other assessments owed for the academic year during which 
notice of resignation is received, which shall be paid ninety (90) days after 
receipt of notification by the Executive Director of the member’s failure to abide 
by its commitment.  This amount will not be due only if the member institution 
is withdrawing because it decided to no longer be a member of Division I of the 
NCAA or it no longer participates in intercollegiate athletics. 

 
C. Upon the effective date of resignation from membership, all rights of a regular 

member institution in the League and in the assets of the League shall cease.  
However, any monies, fines, penalties, or assessments owed to the League prior to 
the effective date of resignation by a resigning regular member institution shall be a 
debt to the League.  Until the effective date of resignation, such regular member 
institution has all rights and obligations of other member institutions and shall also 
honor all scheduling arrangements to member institutions, unless modified by the 
Council of Presidents. [Council, June 1995] 
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ARTICLE VI - COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS 
 

1.   The business and affairs of this League shall be managed by its Council of Presidents, 
which shall consist of the Presidents of the member institutions.  (The Council of 
Presidents shall act in the capacity of the Board of Directors of the League.  Any 
references to the Board of Directors in these Bylaws or in applicable law shall be 
deemed to refer to the Council of Presidents.)  

 
2.   The Council of Presidents, in its capacity as the Board of Directors, and in its capacity 

as representatives of the members, shall exercise all of the powers of the League and do 
all such lawful acts and things, whether required by statute, the Articles of 
Incorporation, or these Bylaws, to be exercised by the Board of Directors of the 
members. 

 
3.   The Council shall have a Chair to be elected biannually by the Council.  The term of the 

Chair shall begin on July 1st.  In electing the Chair, consideration shall be given to 
tenure on the Council and to alphabetical rotation.  [June 2002] 

 
The Council shall meet at least twice each year at a time and place to be arranged by the 
Chair.  Special meetings, which may be held via telephone conference, may be called at 
any time upon the initiative of the Chair or by the request of at least three members. 

 
4.   A majority of the Council of Presidents shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 

business and the acts of a majority of the Presidents present a meeting at which a 
quorum is present shall be the acts of the Council.  Any action that may be taken at a 
meeting of the Council of Presidents may be taken without a meeting, if consent in 
writing setting forth the action so taken shall be signed by all of the Presidents in office 
and shall be filed with the Secretary of the League. 

 
5.  Each member of the Council of Presidents shall stand in a fiduciary relation to the 

League and shall perform all duties as a director, including duties as a member of any 
committee upon which such member may serve, in good faith, in a manner such 
member reasonably believes to be in the best interests of the League, and with such 
care, including reasonable inquiry, skill and diligence, as a person of ordinary prudence 
would use under similar circumstances. In performing such duties, a director shall be 
entitled to rely in good faith on information, opinions, reports or statements, including 
financial statements and other financial data, in each case prepared by any of the 
following: 

 
A. One or more officers or employees of the League whom the director reasonably 

believes to be reliable and competent in the matters presented. 
 

B. Counsel, public accountants or other persons as to matters that the director 
reasonably believes to be within the professional or expert competence of such 
person. 

 



CONSTITUTIONAL BYLAWS 

2008-09 Patriot League Policy and Procedures Manual 
 

21

C. A committee of the Council of Presidents upon which the director does not 
serve, duly designated in accordance with the law, as to matters within its 
designated authority, which the director reasonably believes to merit confidence. 

 
A director shall not be considered to be acting in good faith if such person has 
knowledge concerning the matter in question that would cause reliance to be 
unwarranted. 

 
In discharging the duties of their respective positions, the Council of Presidents, 
Committees, and individual directors may, in considering the best interests of 
the League, consider the effects of any actions upon employees and students of 
member institutions, and upon communities in which offices or other 
establishments of the League are located, and all other pertinent factors. The 
consideration of those factors shall not constitute a violation of this Section. 

 
Absent breach of fiduciary duty, lack of good faith or self-dealing, actions taken 
as a member of the Council of Presidents or any failure to take any action shall 
be presumed to be in the best interests of the League. 

 
A member of the Council of Presidents of the League shall not be personally 
liable for monetary damages as such for any action taken, or any failure to take 
action, unless: 

 
D. The director has breached or failed to perform the duties of office under this 

Section; and 
 

E. The breach or failure to perform constitutes self-dealing, willful misconduct or 
recklessness. 

 
The provisions of this Section shall not apply to: 

 
(1) The responsibility or liability of a director pursuant to any criminal 

statute; or 
(2) The liability of a director for the payment of taxes pursuant to local, 

State or Federal Law.  
 
ARTICLE VII - GOVERNANCE COMMITTEES [June 2002 - see Appendix for chart] 

 
1. Executive Committee  

 
A. The Executive Committee of the Council of Presidents shall consist of the Chair 

of the Council of Presidents and two other members of the Council as appointed 
by the Council of Presidents.  A Vice-Chair will be elected and shall act on 
behalf of the Chair in his or her absence. 

 
B. The Executive Committee will have the authority of the Council of Presidents to 

act on their behalf between Council meetings at the request of the Chair, subject 
to the final authority of the Board. 
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C. The Executive Committee shall hear appeals of a ruling of a League Committee 

other than the Council of Presidents, or a ruling of the Executive Director related 
to eligibility, compliance with League policies and the League’s Code of 
Conduct. 

 
D. The Executive Committee shall approve League appointments to Standing and 

Ad Hoc committees of the League; approve League appointments to NCAA 
Governance Committees (e.g., Management Council and Cabinets) with the 
exception of the NCAA Board of Directors, which shall be determined by the 
Council of Presidents. 

 
2.   Policy Committee 

 
A. The Policy Committee shall, on request of the Council, act on behalf of the 

Presidents and shall study and make recommendations on the implementation of 
policy.  The Policy Committee shall monitor on a continuous basis the policies 
and programs in the League to assure that they are consistent with the spirit and 
intent of the League Code.  As circumstances warrant, it may recommend 
changes in basic policy or in the documents of the League Code to keep current 
the spirit and principles of the League.  The Policy Committee shall have the 
opportunity to review and comment on all recommendations initiated by the 
Committee on Athletic Administration for consideration by the Council of 
Presidents. [Council, December 1995] 

 
B. The membership of the Policy Committee shall be constituted in the following 

manner: 
 

1. Each member institution through its President shall appoint a 
representative to the Policy Committee. 

 
2. The Chair of the Committee on Athletic Administration shall be an ex-

officio member of the Policy Committee. 
 

3. The Chair of the Council of Presidents shall be an ex-officio member of 
the Policy Committee. 

 
4.    The Chair of the Admissions and Financial Aid Directors shall be ex-

officio members of the Council of Presidents. 
 

C. The Chair shall be appointed biannually by the Council of Presidents.  The term 
of the Chair shall begin on July 1.  Appointment of the Chair shall be made with 
emphasis placed upon tenure within the League and with consideration given to 
alphabetical rotation of the membership.  The Chair in consultation with the 
Executive Director shall set the date and place of the regular meetings and of 
any special meetings, both of which may be held via telephone conference call, 
and may be requested by the representatives of at least three member 
institutions. 
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D. The Policy Committee shall have the responsibility to place appropriate issues 

on the agenda of the Council of Presidents and the Committee on Athletic 
Administration.  The Policy Committee shall be free at all times to request from 
member institutions whatever information it deems necessary for the successful 
discharge of its duties within the scope of the League Code. 

 
E. The Policy Committee will oversee the implementation of and compliance with 

[June 2002] rules of eligibility set by the NCAA and/or the League. 
 

F. All policies, interpretations and monitoring of policy relating to intercollegiate 
athletics are within the purview of the Policy Committee, subject to the review 
and approval of the Council of Presidents. 

 
G. The Policy Committee shall keep under continuous review all matters within the 

purview of the League.  It shall recommend detailed rules for the effective 
control of League policies, policy that may be acted upon by the Council of 
Presidents. 

 
3.   Committee on Athletic Administration [June 2002] 

 
A. Each member institution through its President shall name two representatives to 

the Committee on Athletic Administration who shall be the Director of Athletics 
and the Senior Woman Administrator at the institution.  Each institution will 
maintain one vote on all legislative matters.  It shall be the responsibility of this 
Committee to handle the various operational aspects of League activities.  In 
particular, it shall be the responsibility of this Committee to keep the 
implementation of policies under close and constant review and to promote 
other institutional cooperation designed to affect the spirit and intent of the 
documents of the League Code.  The Committee on Athletic Administration 
shall have the opportunity to review and comment on all recommendations 
initiated by the Policy Committee for considerations by the Council of 
Presidents. [Council, December 1995] 

 
B. The Chair of the Committee on Athletic Administration shall be appointed 

biannually by the Council of Presidents, with emphasis placed upon tenure 
within the League and with consideration given to alphabetical rotation of the 
membership.  The term of the Chair shall begin on July 1.  The Chair, in 
consultation with the Executive Director, shall set the date and time of the 
regular meetings.  Special meetings may be called upon the request of at least 
three member institutions. 

 
C. Each member institution shall furnish the Committee on Athletic Administration 

such information affecting the organization, support and conduct of 
intercollegiate athletics, as the Committee may deem necessary to the effective 
discharge of its responsibilities. 

 



CONSTITUTIONAL BYLAWS 

2008-09 Patriot League Policy and Procedures Manual 
 

24

D. The Committee on Athletic Administration shall keep under review all matters 
coming within the purview of the documents of the League Code and shall, from 
time to time, make recommendations to the Policy Committee and the Council 
of Presidents with respect to such matters and any other matters of general 
concern. 

 
E. The member institutions agree to abide by the Committee on Athletic 

Administration’s decisions on operational matters, subject to the discretionary 
review by the Policy Committee and the Council of Presidents. 

 
ARTICLE VIII - STANDING COMMITTEES [June 2002] 

 
1. Admissions Directors Committee The membership of the Directors of Admissions 

Committee shall consist of a representative from each regular member plus a 
representative from each football associate member.  This committee reports to the 
Policy Committee and shall meet annually each fall. 

 
2. Financial Aid Directors Committee The membership of the Financial Aid Directors 

Committee shall consist of representatives from each regular member plus a 
representative from each football associate member.  The committee reports to the 
Policy Committee and shall meet annually each fall. 

 
3. Sport Management Committee The membership of the Sport Management Committee 

shall consist of the Senior Woman Administrator and an Assistant and/or Associate 
Director of Athletics from the regular member institutions most directly involved with 
the management of the sport programs.  This committee reports to the Committee on 
Athletic Administration and shall meet two to three times each year, and by conference 
call as needed. 

 
4. Marketing and Television Committee The membership of the Marketing and 

Television Committee shall consist of two (2) Directors of Athletics, one (1) Senior 
Woman Administrator, one (1) Policy Committee member and one (1) member 
representative with expertise in marketing, television and/or public relations.  This 
committee shall report to the Committee on Athletic Administration and shall meet 
annually and by conference call as needed. 

 
5. Senior Compliance Administrators Committee The membership of the Senior 

Compliance Administrators Committee shall consist of the main compliance contact 
from each regular member institution.  Associate members in football are invited to 
participate in the meetings.  This committee reports to the Committee on Athletic 
Administration and shall meet once a year, and by conference call as needed. 

 
ARTICLE IX - ADVISORY AND SPORT COMMITTEES [June 2002] 

 
1. Student-Athlete Advisory Committee The membership of the Student-Athlete 

Advisory Committee shall consist of up to two (2) student-athlete representatives from 
each regular member institution.  The committee reports to the Sport Management 
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Committee and shall meet in person at least once in the fall and by conference call in 
the winter and/or spring. 

 
2. Sport Medicine Committee The membership of the Sport Medicine Committee shall 

consist of the Director of Sport Medicine/Head Athletic Trainer or their designee from 
each regular member institution.  The committee reports to the Sport Management 
Committee and will meet annually in the spring/summer of each year. 

 
3. Media Relations Committee The membership of the Media Relations Committee shall 

consist of the Director of Media Relations/Communications or their designee from each 
regular member institution.  The committee reports to the Sport Management 
Committee and shall meet annually in the spring/summer of each year. 

 
4. Facilities and Operations Committee The membership of the Facilities and 

Operations Committee shall consist of the athletic department personnel responsible for 
the oversight of facilities used for Patriot League events.  The committee reports to the 
Sport Management Committee and shall meet once a year either in person or through 
conference calls. 

 
5. Sports Committees The membership of each of the Sports Committees shall be the 

head coach from every League member that sponsors the sport at the varsity level.  The 
Executive Director shall be responsible for the administrative functions associated with 
the Sports Committees.  The Sports Committees report to the Sport Management 
Committee and shall meet once a year in person.  Head coach attendance at the annual 
Sport Committee meeting is mandatory. [October 2006] 

 
6. Awards Committee The membership of the Awards Committee shall be determined 

and appointed by the Chair of the Council of Presidents.  The Executive Director shall 
be responsible for the administrative functions associated with the Awards Committee.  
The Awards Committee shall report directly to the Policy Committee.  

 
ARTICLE X - MEETINGS 

 
1.  Schedule of Meetings The Council of Presidents shall meet at least twice a year.  The 

Policy Committee and the Committee on Athletic Administration shall meet as needed.  
The Winter Meeting of the Council of Presidents shall constitute the Annual Meeting of 
the League.  Other meetings of these bodies may be called by the respective Chair or 
three of the members of the bodies, provided there is a 15-day written notice of such 
meeting to the member institutions.  Meetings may take the form of conference calls. 

 
2. Voting A simple majority of the membership of each of the Council of Presidents and 

all committees shall constitute a quorum.  Except as otherwise stated herein, passage or 
adoption of a proposal or resolution shall be based upon the number of member 
institutions present and voting.  Only the duly appointed authorized representative of a 
member institution shall be entitled to vote at any meeting of the Policy Committee and 
the Committee on Athletic Administration.  At the Council of Presidents’ meetings, 
only the Presidents shall be entitled to attend and vote, unless the Council of Presidents 
decides otherwise. 
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ARTICLE XI - ADMINISTRATION 
 

1.   Officers  
 

A. President The Chair of the Council of Presidents shall serve as President of the 
League.  The President shall have the general powers and duties of supervision 
and management usually vested in the office of President, subject to the 
delegation of executive and administrative duties to the Executive Director.  The 
President shall be an ex-officio a member of all Committees. 

 
B. Secretary-Treasurer The Executive Director shall serve as the Secretary-

Treasurer of the League.  The Secretary shall attend all sessions of the Council 
of Presidents and all meetings of the members and act as clerk thereof, and 
record all the votes of the League and the minutes of all its transactions in a 
book to be kept for that purpose; and shall perform like duties for all committees 
of the League when required.  The Secretary shall give, or cause to be given, 
notice of all meetings of the members and of the Council of Presidents, and shall 
perform such other duties as may be prescribed by the Council of Presidents of 
the League, under whose supervision the Secretary shall be.  The Secretary shall 
keep in safe custody the corporate seal of the League, and when authorized by 
the Council of Presidents, affix the same to any instrument requiring it. 

 
The Treasurer shall have custody of the League funds and securities and shall 
keep full and accurate accounts of receipts and disbursements in books 
belonging to the League, and shall keep the monies of the League in a separate 
account to the credit of the League.  The Treasurer shall disburse the funds of 
the League as may be ordered by the Council of Presidents, taking proper 
vouchers for such disbursements, and shall render to the President of the League 
and the Council of Presidents, at the regular meetings of the Council of 
Presidents, or whenever they may require it, an account of all transactions as 
Treasurer and of the financial condition of the League. 

 
2.   Executive Director 

 
A. The Council of Presidents shall appoint one person to serve as the chief 

executive and administrative officer of the League who shall have the title of 
Executive Director.  A unanimous vote of the Council of Presidents shall be 
necessary in order to effectuate the appointment of the Executive Director. 

 
B. The terms of employment for the Executive Director shall be as follows: 

 
1. The Executive Director shall be appointed by a written contract for a 

minimum of one year and the contract is renewable by a unanimous vote 
of the Council of Presidents.  If the contract is not to be renewed, the 
Executive Director shall be given a minimum of six months written 
notice before employment can be terminated. 
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2. The Executive Director reports to the Council of Presidents and shall be 
evaluated by it as a body.  The Policy Committee and the Committee on 
Athletic Administration will be involved in the evaluation process at the 
discretion of the Council of Presidents. 

 
3. The compensation to be paid to the Executive Director and any other 

terms of employment shall be fixed by the Council of Presidents and 
incorporated in the written contract employing the Executive Director. 

 
C.   Duties and Responsibilities of the Executive Director 

 
The Executive Director shall direct the activities of the League and shall have 
the authority, duty, and responsibility, which the Executive Director may 
exercise in his/her discretion, unless otherwise instructed by the Council of 
Presidents to do the following: 
 
a. to sign, on behalf of the League, documents requiring a League signatory; 

 

b. to receive, collect, and disburse the income received by the League as 
directed by the Council of Presidents; 

 

c. to engage such assistants and employees as may be authorized by the 
Council of Presidents and to fix their compensation within the limits of 
approved budgets; 

 
d. to prepare annually a budget covering all of the proposed activities of the 

League and submit the same to the Council of Presidents for approval; 
 

e. to disburse the funds of the League only in accordance with the terms of the 
budget approved by the Council of Presidents and to make further 
disbursements only when authorized by the Council of Presidents and to 
report regularly on these disbursements to member institutions; 

 
f. to be responsible for a compilation, review or audit and financial accounting 

to the members in compliance with the requirements of Section 5553 of the 
Nonprofit Corporation Law of 1988, at their annual Fall Meeting, together 
with a report of the activities and proceedings of the League during the 
preceding year; 

 
g. to be responsible for the preparation of the agenda of business and 

proceedings for meetings of the Council of Presidents, the Policy 
Committee, the Committee on Athletic Administration and other established 
committees of the League; 

 
h. to act as the Secretary-Treasurer of the League and perform the duties 

normally associated with that office; 
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i. to supervise League in-season competition, and League championship meets 
and tournament; to maintain records of competition between members of the 
League; to act as League representative and liaison with the NCAA and the 
ECAC in all matters concerning League business; and to review eligibility 
and certifications of institutional sponsorship forms for all recognized 
League sports; 

 
j. to serve as the League’s chief compliance and enforcement officer in 

conjunction with the Compliance and Enforcement Committee and to insure 
that the members are in compliance with the NCAA and the League Code; 

 
k. to promote the prestige and success of the League through public relations 

and marketing efforts among intercollegiate institutions, athletic 
associations, media and other appropriate entities; 

 
l. to negotiate agreements on behalf of the League with sponsors, radio and 

television networks, sports arenas and other parties as required by the 
League, provided, however, that the Executive Director shall have no 
authority to bind the League by such agreements unless first approved by the 
Committee on Athletic Administration and the Council of Presidents.  
Further in this regard, no such agreements shall be binding upon the League 
unless signed by the President of the League after approval by the 
Committee on Athletic Administration and the Council of Presidents; 

 
m. to exercise such other powers and perform such other duties as may be 

determined by the Council of Presidents from time to time; and 
 
n. to cast the League vote at NCAA Conventions in accordance with the 

majority vote of the League members. 
 

ARTICLE XII - BOOKS AND RECORDS 
 

1.   Location The books, accounts, and records of the League may be kept at such place or 
places as the Council of Presidents may from time to time determine. 

 
2.   Inspection The books, accounts, and records of the League shall be open to inspection 

by any member institution subject to regulations as the Council of Presidents may 
prescribe. 

 
3. Audit The accounts of the League shall be audited or reviewed not less than annually 

by a certified public accountant who shall be appointed by the President with the 
approval of the Council of Presidents and who shall provide a report to the Council of 
Presidents.  The annual report of the certified public accountant shall include the 
requirements of, and serve as, the annual report required by Section 5553 of the 
Nonprofit Corporation Law of 1988. 
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ARTICLE XIII - INDEMNIFICATION 
 

The League shall indemnify each member of its Council of Presidents, its Committees, its 
officers and employees whether or not then in service as such (and his or her executor, 
administrators and heirs), against all reasonable expenses actually and necessarily incurred in 
connection with the defense of any litigation to which the individual may have been a party 
because the individual is or was a member of the Council of Presidents, a Committee, an officer 
or an employee of the League.  The individual shall have no right to reimbursement, however, 
in relation to matters as to which he or she has been adjudged liable to the League for 
negligence or misconduct in the performance of his or her duties, or was derelict in the 
performance of his or her duty as a member of the Council of Presidents, a Committee, an 
officer of employee by reason of willful misconduct, bad faith, gross negligence or reckless 
disregard of the duties of his or her office of employment.  The right to indemnity for expenses 
shall also apply to the expenses of suits, which are comprised or settled if the court having 
jurisdiction of the matter shall approve such settlement. 

 
The foregoing right of indemnification shall be in addition to, and not exclusive of, all other 
rights to which such member of the Council of Presidents, Committee, officer or employee may 
be entitled. 

 
ARTICLE XIV- MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

 
1.   Fiscal Year The fiscal year of the League shall be July 1 through June 30 of each year. 

 
2.   Checks, Drafts and Notes All checks, drafts, or other orders for the payment of money 

and all notes or other evidences of indebtedness issued in the name of the League shall 
be signed by such officer or officers or agent or agents as shall from time to time be 
designated by resolution of the Council of Presidents. 

 
3.   Gifts The Council of Presidents may accept on behalf of the League, any contribution, 

gift, and bequest or devise for the general purpose or for any special purpose of the 
League. 

 
4.   Capital Contributions The Council of Presidents shall have authority to provide for 

the member institutions to make capital contributions in such amounts and upon such 
terms as are fixed by the Council of Presidents in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 5541 of the Nonprofit Corporation Law of 1988. 

 
ARTICLE XV - AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTIONAL BYLAWS   

 
1.   Procedure Proposed amendments to the Constitution must be submitted in writing and 

must be received by the Executive Director at least 60 days before the meeting at which 
they are to be considered and acted upon, and at least 30 days’ mail notice shall be 
given by the Executive Director to each member institution. 

 
2.   Amendments to Amendments A proposed amendment to the Constitutional bylaws 

may be amended at the meeting at which they are to be considered and acted upon by a 
two-thirds vote provided the amendment to the proposed amendment does not result in 
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a substantive change of the proposed amendment, the decision of which shall be in the 
sole discretion of the President.  However, any amendment or amendment to a proposed 
amendment may be adopted at any such meeting without the above prior notice by a 
unanimous vote of the Council of Presidents. 

 
3.   Voting Amendments to the Constitutional bylaws must be adopted by a two-thirds vote 

of all member institutions, not only those present at a meeting of the Council of 
Presidents. 

 
4.   Effective Date An amendment shall become effective immediately upon adoption 

unless otherwise specified in the amendment. 
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VII. OPERATIONAL BYLAWS 
 

ARTICLE I - SCOPE OF COMPETITION 
 

1.   Sponsored Athletic Competition.  Effective with the academic year 1990-91, the 
Patriot League shall sponsor athletic competition in the following twenty-three sports: 

 
MEN   WOMEN 
Baseball  Basketball 
Basketball  Cross Country 
Cross Country  Field Hockey 
Football  Indoor Track 
Golf   Lacrosse 
Indoor Track  Outdoor Track 
Lacrosse  Rowing* 
Outdoor Track  Soccer 
Soccer   Softball 
Swimming  Swimming 
Tennis   Tennis 

    Volleyball   
 
 *Began in 2004-2005 

 
2. Criteria for League Sport Sponsorship Five (5) full member institutions must sponsor 

a sport at the varsity level in order for it to be added to the list of League sponsored 
sports outlined above in Article 1. [June 2002]  

 
3.   Participation in Other Athletic Leagues Members of the League shall resign from 

other athletic leagues governing competition in the sports, which they shall play in the 
League.  This requirement applies to those affiliations, which would conflict with 
League competition and would not include organizations such as the Eastern College 
Athletic Conference or the Heptagonal Games. 

 
4.    Football Rules Those teams competing for the football championship agree to compete 

under the terms specified by the Patriot League Agreement dated December 3, 1986, 
and as amended by normal League processes. 

 
5.   Other Sports Rules Those teams competing in sports other than football will agree to 

abide by the set of rules, regulations, and procedures approved by the Council of 
Presidents.  Those rules will be consonant with the spirit of the football agreement. 

   
ARTICLE II - ASSESSMENTS 

 
1.   Non-League, Post-Season Basketball Tournaments 

 
Each member institution participating in either the NCAA Men’s Basketball 
Tournament or the National Invitational post-season Tournament (NIT) shall be subject 
to a League assessment as a result of such participation.  Assessment for participation in 
the NCAA Tournament shall be computed as follows: 
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A. Each member participating in the NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament shall 

receive 50% of a participation unit received by the League office from the 
NCAA in the year following that participation.  The value of a unit is 
determined annually by the NCAA, with the League’s distribution dependent on 
the number of eligible past participants. [Council, June 1994] 

B. Should a League member win a game in the NCAA Men’s Basketball 
Tournament (including the opening round game) or the League have more than 
one institution participate in the tournament and the League receives an extra 
unit of basketball revenue distribution, the extra unit will be distributed the 
following years as follows: 
i.    2 shares to the institution that won the tournament (or opening round) 

game(s) 
               ii.   7 shares (1 each) to the other full member institutions 
             iii.  1 share to the League office [revised February 2008] 

C. Each member institution who participates in the National Invitational 
Tournament shall keep the net revenue if $15,000 or less.  Thereafter 50% of 
additional revenue will be shared with the League. [Council, June 2005] 

 
2.   Budget Deficiencies  In any year in which the League revenues are insufficient to meet 

budget requirements or insufficient to meet other authorized expenditures, each member 
institution shall be subject to an assessment for it’s pro rata share based upon only the 
number of member institutions at the time of the assessment of such deficiency. 

 
ARTICLE III - DISTRIBUTION OF REVENUES 

 
1.   League-Sponsored Events All revenues derived from League-sponsored 

championships or other League-sponsored events, shall be deposited to the account of 
the League, and, unless otherwise authorized by the member institution, such revenues 
shall be used to defray League expenses. 

 
2.  Television Revenue All revenues derived from television packages or games negotiated 

by the League shall be deposited to the account of the League and shared equally with 
all member institutions through a reduction of future dues to the League. 

 
3.   Surplus Revenue If, at the end of any fiscal year, it is determined that there will be a 

surplus of League revenues after the payment of all League expenses incurred in that 
year, a surplus may be distributed to member institutions by vote of the Council of 
Presidents. 

 
ARTICLE IV - ELIGIBILITY RULES 

 
1.   First Year Student-Athletes First year students are eligible for varsity competition. 

 
2.   Institutional Requirements All students participating in intercollegiate athletics must 

meet the institutional requirements for participation published by each member 
institution. 
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3.   Statistical Data The member institutions of the League may share annual statistical 
data relating to academic eligibility, degree objectives, and graduation of students 
participating in intercollegiate teams. 

 
Note: The following section was editorially revised in May 2007.  New language and 
waiver categories are shaded. 

 
4. Normal Academic Progress All students participating in intercollegiate athletics must be 

enrolled full-time and must be making normal academic progress in an academic program 
leading to a first baccalaureate degree.   

 
Student-athletes must be enrolled full time regardless of how many credits are needed to 
graduate.  Full time status is based on the student-athletes’ level of academic work 
(undergraduate or graduate) and the definition of full time enrollment for that academic 
level at the applicable institution. [Re-affirmed November 2007]   
 
If a student-athlete will not be enrolled full time for a semester during a Patriot League 
eligibility extension, the institution must submit the waiver as a non-standard waiver and 
articulate the rationale for part-time enrollment. [Re-affirmed November 2007] (NCAA 
bylaw 14.1.8.2.1.3 “Final Semester/Quarter” may be applied to a student-athlete enrolled 
in less than a minimum full-time program of studies during their final undergraduate 
semester {first consecutive eight (8) semesters only.} 

 
5.   Normal Years of Eligibility A student’s normal years of eligibility shall be defined as 

the first consecutive eight (8) full-time semesters (or term equivalent) after initial 
enrollment.  “Athletic red shirting” (holding a student out of competition as an 
underclassman for the express purpose of saving a year of NCAA eligibility for a fifth 
year of enrollment) is prohibited.  Patriot League eligibility policies apply to all League 
and non-League competition.      

   
6.   Waivers An additional semester(s) of eligibility may be granted for a student-athlete 

that presents sound academic rationale for continuing in their academic program.  
Waivers are processed as standard or non-standard waivers as outlined below. 

 
A. Standard Waivers  Such waiver requests will be approved in writing by the 

institution’s President/Superintendent, reviewed by the Executive Director and 
reported to the Policy Committee during their November or May meeting in 
order to monitor compliance with the spirit of the rule. [Council, June 2002] 

 
i. Years of Eligibility due to an NCAA Hardship Waiver An extension of 

undergraduate Patriot League eligibility may be granted by a League 
institution at its discretion to a student who misses a season of 
competition as a result of a serious injury and/or illness and receives an 
NCAA Hardship Waiver.  [Council, June 2002]  (Please note that an 
institution must file a corresponding NCAA Hardship Waiver for review 
by the Executive Director to insure all NCAA requirements are met.  The 
NCAA Hardship Waiver will be included in Patriot League waiver report 
to Policy Committee.) 
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ii. Years of Eligibility due to Circumstances Beyond Control An 

extension of undergraduate Patriot League eligibility may be granted by 
a League institution at its discretion to a student who misses a season of 
competition as a result of the following:  

 
a. a life-threatening or incapacitating injury or illness suffered by a  

member of the student-athlete’s immediate family (which is 
clearly supported by contemporaneous medical documentation); 

 
b. extreme financial difficulties experienced by an individual upon  

whom the student-athlete is legally dependent and as a result of a 
specific event (e.g. layoff, death in the family); OR  

 
c. natural disasters (e.g. earthquakes, floods). 

   
iii. Years of Eligibility due to a Transfer Waiver Transfer students whose 

academic programs require a ninth semester/fifth year from the date of 
their first college matriculation (see “Normal Years of Eligibility” 
above) toward a baccalaureate degree will normally be eligible for 
athletic competition in the ninth semester/fifth year of undergraduate 
work (assuming the student has met all other NCAA Division I criteria 
including the one year waiting period).  [Council, June 2002] 

 
iv. Years of Eligibility due to Normal Academic Progress An extension 

of eligibility may be granted by a League institution for a student that 
completes the first baccalaureate in less than eight semesters of full-time 
study and continues full-time enrollment in a second baccalaureate or 
graduate degree program at the original certifying Patriot League 
institution.  (See Article IV 4 A) [Council, June 2002] 

 
B. Non-Standard Eligibility Waivers  Such waiver requests will be submitted to 

the League office, reviewed on a case-by-case basis by the Policy Committee 
during November or May meeting and are subject to approval by the Council of 
Presidents. [Council, June 2002] 

 
i. Post-Baccalaureate Eligibility due to NCAA Hardship The Patriot 

League is committed to its founding principle of providing 
intercollegiate athletics competitive opportunities for undergraduate 
students.  However, under special circumstances, the Policy Committee 
may grant a waiver enabling a student to compete as a graduate student 
in their first year after earning the first baccalaureate degree.  In order to 
apply for such a waiver, a student must meet all of the following criteria: 

 
a. Have NCAA eligibility remaining due to reasons of NCAA 

hardship;  (Please note that an institution must file a 
corresponding NCAA Hardship Waiver for review by the 
Executive Director to insure all NCAA requirements are met.  
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The NCAA Hardship Waiver will be included in Patriot League 
waiver report to Policy Committee.) 

 
   b. Choose to pursue a graduate degree at the League institution from  
    which he/she graduated;  
  
  c. Present sound academic rationale or documentation related to  
   enrollment in a post-baccalaureate degree program; and  

 
d. Attain the written approval of the institution’s President/ 

Superintendent supporting the additional year of eligibility.   
 
  ii. Post-Baccalaureate Eligibility due to Circumstances Beyond Control  
 

The Patriot League is committed to its founding principle of providing 
intercollegiate athletics competitive opportunities for undergraduate 
students.  However, under special circumstances, the Policy Committee 
may grant a waiver enabling a student to compete as a graduate student 
in their first year after earning the first baccalaureate degree.  In order to 
apply for such a waiver, a student must meet all of the following criteria:  
 
a. Have NCAA eligibility remaining due to reasons of 

circumstances beyond their control: 
 

i. a life-threatening or incapacitating injury or illness 
suffered by a member of the student-athlete’s immediate 
family (which is clearly supported by contemporaneous 
medical documentation); 

 
ii. extreme financial difficulties experienced by an individual 

upon whom the student-athlete is legally dependent and as 
a result of a specific event (e.g. layoff, death in the 
family); OR  
 

iii. natural disasters (e.g. earthquakes, floods). 
    

   b. Choose to pursue a graduate degree at the League institution from  
    which he/she graduated;  
  
  c. Present sound academic rationale or documentation related to  
   enrollment in a post-baccalaureate degree program; and  

 
d. Attain the written approval of the institution’s President/ 

Superintendent supporting the additional year of eligibility.   
  

iii. Other Eligibility Waivers  Any interpretations or exceptions to the rules 
on eligibility other than those expressly stated above will be considered 
on a case-by-base basis by the Policy Committee and subject to approval 
by the Council of Presidents.  [Council, June 2002]  The following are 
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examples of situations that would be processed under this category.  
Note: This provision is meant to accommodate an academically 
grounded exception to League eligibility rules (May 2008). 

 

a. Personal leave of absence 
 

b. Internships 
 

c. Study Abroad 
 

d. Special Academic Programs 
 

e. Academic Dismissal 
 

f. Academic Misconduct 
 

g. Behavioral Misconduct 
 

8.   Intra-League Transfers  
 

A. All Sports, except basketball A student-athlete who is recruited and 
participates on a varsity team in a Patriot League sponsored sport at a League 
institution and transfers to another League institution to compete in the same 
varsity sport must complete a year in residence at the institution in which he/she 
transfers and cannot receive any athletically-related aid (within need or above 
need) during the remaining years of eligibility at that institution.  All other 
Patriot League eligibility policies regarding transfer students will continue to 
apply. [Council, Dec 2006]  Note: Legislation does not apply to Army and Navy 
football. 

   
B. Basketball In the sport of basketball, a student-athlete who transfers from one 

Patriot League institution to another must sit out two seasons before being 
eligible to play.  However, if the student-athlete receives an NCAA waiver of 
the one-year residency requirement, the League basketball transfer rule will be 
waived.  [June 1999]  

 
9. Use of Ineligible Player [Council 2004] 

 
League Policy An institution found to have competed an ineligible student-athlete in a 
League or non-League contest will be required to forfeit the contest(s) in which the 
ineligible student-athlete participated if it is determined that (a) the institution knew or 
had reason to know of the student-athlete’s ineligibility or failed to make a reasonable 
inquiry into the student-athlete’s eligibility status, AND/OR (b) the ineligible student-
athlete made a noticeable contribution to the outcome of the contest(s).  The decision to 
require an institution to forfeit will be made by the Executive Director, with input from 
appropriate administrative bodies within the League structure. 

 
League Contests If the Patriot League requires a member institution to forfeit a League 
contest, standings and win/loss records will be adjusted appropriately to reflect that 
requirement, as well as President Cup point standings, if applicable.  In addition, the 
Executive Director will notify the League institutions involved in the contest of the 
forfeiture in writing within 48 hours of the decision. 
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Non-League Contests If the League requires a member institution to forfeit a non-
League contest, the institution shall notify the opposing school of the forfeiture in 
writing, with a copy of the correspondence provided to the Executive Director within 48 
hours of the decision. 

 
Extenuating Circumstances In cases where there is documented proof, such as clerical 
or record-keeping errors, on the part of the institution and the League is provided with 
written documentation to support such, the Executive Director will review that 
information prior to making a final decision regarding forfeiture to determine 
institutional knowledge and responsibility. 

 
Appeals/Protests If a League institution wishes to appeal a forfeiture decision, the 
institution should forward a written appeal, along with supporting documentation, to the 
Patriot League Executive Director no later than 14 days after receipt of the forfeiture 
decision.  The appeal will be heard at the earliest time convenient to the members of the 
Executive Committee of the Council.  If the case is urgent and the Executive Committee 
cannot be convened; the Chair of the Council shall have the authority to rule on the 
appeal.  Once a decision has been rendered, the decision shall be final and shall not be 
appealed further.  [NOTE: Eligibility waiver forms and guidelines are included in the 
Appendix.] 
 

ARTICLE V - ADMISSIONS 
 

1.   Admissions Student-athletes will be admitted only through the normal admissions 
procedures of each institution.  The member institutions of the League, except the 
U.S.M.A. and the U.S.N.A., agree to maintain a common Candidate Reply Date to 
offers of admission. 

 
2.   Standards Standards are established to permit each member institution to demonstrate 

that the student-athletes in each entering class are representative of their class.  
Quantitative data on academic qualifications for matriculating student-athletes in the 
sports of football and basketball, and for any student-athlete receiving a merit-based 
financial aid award above need, will be shared annually by the member institutions. 
Refer to Patriot League Admissions and Academics Index Guidelines. [Council, March 
2001] 

 
ARTICLE VI - FINANCIAL AID (Revised March 2001) 

 
1.   General Policies In accordance with the Patriot League’s commitment to a true student-

athlete model and academic integrity, the League’s financial aid policy is firmly based 
on high academic expectations.  At the same time the League respects the different 
financial aid philosophies of its members and allows them to follow different paths to 
achieve the League goal that every student-athlete is an academically successful student 
and that student-athletes are academically representative of their class.  The League’s 
financial aid policy and specific principles follow. 

 
2.   Academic Principles Each student-athlete receiving a financial aid award within need 

or above need shall meet the required academic standards of the institution.  
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Collectively, student-athletes receiving financial aid shall be academically 
representative of the student body of the institution.  

 
3.  Merit Awards-Academic and Athletic Student-athletes receiving academic and 

athletic merit awards should collectively reflect the academic qualifications consistent 
with the profile of their entering class.  The Council of Presidents (in consultation with 
the Policy Committee) will develop standards for determining whether this requirement 
has been satisfied and for enforcing compliance with it. 

 
A.   Sports other than Football: Consistent with the above principles, and at the 

discretion of the member institution, student-athletes in all sports other than 
football may be granted academic or athletic merit-based financial aid awards.  
All student-athletes receiving merit awards above need, shall be reported 
annually, along with their academic index, to the Executive Director for review 
by the Policy Committee at its spring meeting. 

 
B.   Football: In the sport of football, student-athletes may not be awarded financial 

aid based upon athletic ability in excess of demonstrated need (also known as 
grants-in-aid).  Any football student-athlete receiving an academic merit-based 
financial aid award above need should have academic credentials similar to 
other students generally receiving academic merit awards at that institution.  
They shall be reported bi-annually (every odd numbered year), along with their 
academic index, to the Executive Director for review by the Policy Committee 
at its spring meeting.  Further, institutional data on all financial aid offers 
(within need and above need) made to incoming student-athletes participating in 
football shall be reported to the Executive Director and reviewed by the Policy 
Committee at its fall meeting in odd numbered years.  Student-athletes receiving 
athletic merit-based financial aid awards in sports other than football are not 
eligible to participate in Patriot League football. 

 
4.   Institutional Policies Consistent with the League goals of competitive balance and 

open communication, member institutions should notify the League membership of 
changes in their institutional financial aid policy before such changes are implemented. 
[Council, March 2001]   

 
ARTICLE VII - COMPLIANCE PROGRAM 

 
The League will conduct a compliance program as part of its operations to insure that member 
institutions are conducting their intercollegiate athletic programs and related areas within the 
rules and regulations of the NCAA.  Each institution will designate a primary liaison person 
with whom the League office will have primary interaction.  This person shall be called the 
institutional compliance coordinator.  The League compliance program will at a minimum 
entail the following: 

 
A. Education - development of compliance materials, guides and programs for member 

institutions’ use and review.  This may include newsletters, seminars, and distribution 
of NCAA materials. 
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B. Self Study - assisting member institutions with reviews of their programs to insure 
compliance with NCAA rules and regulations. 

 
C. NCAA Reviews - assisting member institutions with compliance and/or certification 

reviews conducted by NCAA staff. 
 

ARTICLE VIII - VIOLATIONS OF LEAGUE CODE 
 

1.   Within the League When a Director of Athletics receives a report of a League Code 
violation from one of his/her coaches, he/she will communicate the violation via letter 
to the Director of Athletics of the alleged offending member institution with a copy to 
the Executive Director.  It is essential that the report contain names, dates, location and 
facts.  After thorough investigation, the Director of Athletics of the alleged offending 
institution will respond to the complaining Director of Athletics again with a copy to the 
Executive Director, with an outline of his/her findings and actions taken, if any, or 
reasons why no action was taken. 

 
A. Should the situation still be unresolved, the Executive Director would then 

conduct his/her own investigation to settle the matter.  If warranted, violations 
would be reported to the NCAA Enforcement Office. 

 
B. The Executive Director shall report to the CEO of the member institution any 

violation that is not handled in an appropriate manner by the Director of 
Athletics. 

 
2.   Outside the League Communication should be from Director of Athletics to Director 

of Athletics following the same procedures as set forth above, with a copy to the 
Executive Director.  In unresolved situations of a serious nature, the Executive Director 
will then communicate with the Commissioner of the involved conference.  In the event 
the institution is an independent, the Executive Director will communicate with the 
NCAA Enforcement Office. 

 
3.   NCAA Level I/II Violations Violations identified as Level II violations shall be 

reported directly to the Patriot League office as they are discovered.  The League office 
will act on all Level II violations and will annually report the violations to the NCAA 
on behalf of the Patriot League members.  The annual Level II report submitted to the 
NCAA will be distributed to the Council, Policy Committee and Committee on Athletic 
Administration.  Level I violations shall be self-reported by the institution directly to the 
NCAA, with a copy provided to the League office. [June 2004] 

 
ARTICLE IX - CHOICE OF LAW AND CONSENT TO JURISDICTION 

 
Any dispute or claim rising out of or relating in any way to the League Code or its 
implementation or enforcement shall be governed by the law of Pennsylvania.  Any person or 
entity making any claim arising out of or relating to the League Code or its implementation or 
enforcement agrees to bring such claim in the state and federal courts in Pennsylvania and 
consents to the personal and subject matter jurisdiction of such courts. 
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ARTICLE X - AMENDMENTS TO OPERATIONAL BYLAWS 
 

1.   Procedure Proposed amendments of the Operational bylaws of the Council of 
Presidents must be submitted in writing and must be received by the Executive Director 
at least thirty days before the meeting at which they are to be considered and acted 
upon, and at least fifteen days’ mail notice thereof shall be given by the Executive 
Director to each member institution. 

 
2.   Amendments to Amendments A proposed amendment to the Operational bylaws may 

be amended at the meeting at which considered by a majority vote provided the 
amendment to the proposed amendment does not result in a substantive change of the 
proposed amendment.  However, any amendment or amendment to a proposed 
amendment may be adopted at any meeting without the above prior notice by a 
unanimous vote of the Council of Presidents. 

 
3.   Voting Amendments to the Operational bylaws must be adopted by a majority vote of 

all member institutions, not only those present at a meeting of the Council of Presidents. 
 
4.   Two-Year Moratorium If the Sport Management Committee and/or the Committee on 

Athletic Administration has taken action (i.e. either approved or defeated) on a 
proposed legislative item within the previous two years, these committees will neither 
review nor act on a similar proposal for at least two years from the date of the 
proposal’s original decision. [Revised May 2007]  Exceptions will be made due to 
sport-specific rule changes, new or amended NCAA/League legislation, or if the 
majority of the respective committee votes to reconsider legislation prior to the 
completion of the two-year period.  [June 2004] 
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VIII. STATEMENT OF GENDER EQUITY & DIVERSITY  
 
  Gender Equity (Council, December 1994, revised December 2002) 

 
A. The Patriot League is fully committed, as a matter of principle, to the policy of 

complete gender equity as defined by the National Collegiate Athletic Association 
Gender Equity Task Force appointed in March 1992 and as stated in its final report in 
July 1993. 

 
B. While Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 defines statutory compliance 

requirements in a number of areas, it deals with minimums, not the desirable state. 
 

C. Within the Patriot League, athletics provides an important component of the 
undergraduate experience and its support is part of the mission of our institutions.  
Participation in intercollegiate athletics contributes to the physical, intellectual, and 
moral development of those involved.  In addition, the student bodies of Patriot League 
institutions take pride in the accomplishments of their student-athletes, in their teams, 
and in the Patriot League. 

 
D. The Patriot League and its member institutions seek to provide all student-athletes of 

both sexes with equal opportunities to participate in intercollegiate athletics and to 
provide men’s and women’s sports with equity in institutional and League support.  
Institutions should ensure that male and female student-athletes have equivalent access 
to financial aid.  Patriot League institutions also should strive to assure equal 
opportunities for men’s and women’s sports in terms of athletic facilities and 
equipment, scheduling of practices and competitions, quality of coaching, general 
administrative support and support from the leadership of the institution. 

 
E. The Patriot League and its institutions should strive to foster the personal and 

professional development of male and female coaches and administrators by providing 
equal opportunities to participate in all aspects of League governance. 

 
F. The Patriot League encourages its members to undertake activities to foster the 

participation of women and girls in sport.  These activities should be both on campus 
and in our neighboring communities and primary and secondary schools. 

 
  Diversity (Council, December 2002) 
 

 The Patriot League is committed to a policy of promoting and providing opportunities for all 
individuals.  This commitment is based on a fundamental appreciation and respect for 
individual differences and cultural diversity.  This commitment is realized through Patriot 
League and its member institutions’ structures, programs and policies that promote and ensure 
fair and equitable opportunities, benefits and resources for all persons associated with the 
intercollegiate athletic program, including student-athletes, coaches and administrators.  The 
Patriot League and its member institutions will abide by all applicable Federal and state laws 
and published policies concerning equal opportunity and non-discrimination in the conduct of 
their intercollegiate athletic programs. 
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IX. COMPLIANCE COMMITMENTS 
 

A. The Patriot League office and its member institutions are equal opportunity employers 
committed to equal opportunity in employment and education, and do not discriminate 
on the basis of sex, race, color, religion or national origin, or against handicapped 
persons.  The League complies with non-discrimination regulations under Title VI and 
Title VII and the Civil Rights Act of 1964; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 
1972, as amended; and Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  The 
Executive Director of the Patriot League, as well as the Chief Executive Officer and the 
Director of Athletics of each member institution, are highly committed to both the spirit 
and letter of all applicable federal, state and regional regulations. 

 
B. Further, the Patriot League is a member of the National Collegiate Athletic Association 

(NCAA), and, as such, is bound by its rules and regulations for the administration of 
intercollegiate athletics, as well as for regular-season and post-season competition.  
Therefore, unless League rules are more restrictive, the rules of the NCAA apply. 

 
C. Lastly, as an association exempt from Federal income tax under Section 501 (c) (3) of 

the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, the Patriot League is committed to only engage in 
activities sanctioned under this exemption. 

 
X. CODE OF CONDUCT [June 2002] 
 

Purpose 
 

The Patriot League was founded upon the principles of fairness, equality, and excellence in 
academics as well as in athletic participation.  It strongly supports the NCAA’s core principle: 
promoting character development of participants and fundamental values such as respect, 
fairness, civility, honesty, and responsibility.  The Patriot League member institutions will 
ensure that their athletic programs promote and require the highest standards of sporting 
behavior and ethical conduct by all participants (student-athletes, coaches, staff, and faculty).  
Additionally, the member institutions will require and demand the highest standards from all 
supporters (bands, cheerleaders, spirit groups, student bodies, and spectators). 

 
Host institutions must provide venues that foster an environment of fair play and civility.  This 
will allow the conducting of sporting events that properly showcase the student-athletes, 
member institutions, and the Patriot League as a whole. 

 
The Executive Director of the Patriot League is empowered to monitor and require member 
institutions to enforce this Code of Conduct. 

 
Institutional Responsibilities 

 
Institutions will ensure that good sporting behavior and ethical conduct is promoted at all times.  
Each institution will actively support the Patriot League Code of Conduct and ensure that the 
policy is presented to all members of the institution on a yearly basis.  Contents of the Code of 
Conduct will be included in an annual meeting with coaches and administrators.  This 



information will also be provided at the annual orientation of incoming student-athletes and 
reviewed with all other student-athlete groups at the beginning of each academic year. 

 
Each institution will promote sporting and ethical conduct throughout the year.  Institutional 
representatives and event management staff will be most vigilant during the conduct of any 
game or athletic event.  In that regard host institutions will do the following: 

 
1. Ensure than an administrative representative of the host institution is present (or readily 

accessible) at all Patriot League contests and that he/she is charged with the 
enforcement of the League’s Code of Conduct.  The representative will identify 
him/herself to the visiting coach or administrator prior to the start of the contest. 

 
2. Provide for adequate security, police and other game management measures necessary 

to protect the safety of student-athletes, coaches and officials, and to maintain adequate 
crowd control during home athletic events. 

 
3. Announce a statement promoting good sporting behavior before each home sporting 

event where a public address system is utilized and/or print the announcement in the 
game program.  Public address announcers will be directed to announce the game in an 
impartial manner and assist event management with the promotion of good sporting 
behavior throughout the game. 

 
4. Reserve or protect the seating or spectator areas immediately behind the visiting team 

bench for fans of the visiting team. 
 

5. Ensure that members of the institution’s band, cheerleading squad and other such spirit 
groups in attendance at athletic events adhere to the League’s Code of Conduct.  The 
home team’s band is to be seated in areas on the home team’s side or half of the playing 
venue.  

 
6. Report incidents of poor sporting behavior or unethical conduct by student-athletes, 

coaches or institutional representatives to the institution’s Director of Athletics within 
48 hours of the incident. 

 
7. Provide a written report of incidents that are a direct violation of Patriot League 

Standards as defined below to the Executive Director within 48 hours of the incident.  
The report will include the identities of the individual(s) involved and the Director of 
Athletics’ recommendation for a penalty and/or remedial action.  The Executive 
Director is authorized to approve or alter the recommended penalty and/or remedial 
action. 

 
8. Report in writing the removal or suspension of a student-athlete or institutional 

personnel from a contest for fighting or flagrant behavior to the Executive Director 
within 24 hours following the contest.  The Director of Athletics will administer an 
immediate suspension of that individual(s) from the next intercollegiate contest, 
including Patriot League or NCAA championship competition, or if the last contest of 
the season, the suspension will be extended to the beginning of the next season.  During 
a suspension, the coach involved may not be in the team bench area, nor make any 
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attempt to coach the team from one hour before the contest begins until one hour after 
the contest ends.  Similarly, a suspended student-athlete(s) may not dress nor sit on the 
team bench prior to, during or following the game, but at the institution’s discretion 
may attend the game and/or or travel with the team.  If warranted, the Executive 
Director may impose additional penalties for repeated suspensions by an individual 
within the same sporting season. 

 
Patriot League Responsibilities and Procedures 

 
The Council of Presidents is responsible for approving and modifying the Patriot League Code 
of Conduct.  The Council of Presidents will invest authority in the Patriot League’s Executive 
Director to ensure that all member institutions abide by the League’s Code of Conduct and the 
authority to impose sanctions as deemed appropriate. 

 
The Executive Director will ensure that all facts regarding an alleged violation of the Code of 
Conduct are reported promptly following the incident.  After all interested institutions and 
affected individuals have had an opportunity to present any facts or arguments regarding the 
violation, the Executive Director may issue a directive to an institution to take action on the 
violation.  This action may include admonishment or warning, a private or public reprimand, 
suspension of any person from attendance or participation in one or more events or games, 
forfeiture of any game or other actions as the Executive Director deems appropriate. 

 
Any member institution has the right to appeal the directive of the Executive Director to the 
Executive Committee of the Council of Presidents.  If an appeal occurs during a Patriot League 
Championship and must be acted upon prior to the end of the championship, the Games 
Committee will be charged with hearing the appeal and determining the appropriate course of 
action.  The member institution must submit a written appeal to the Patriot League office within 
48 hours of receipt of the directive.  This written statement will include the institution’s 
objection and its alternative recommendation of action concerning this violation.  Upon receipt 
of the appeal, the Executive Director may withdraw or modify the original directive. 

 
CODE OF CONDUCT 

 
Any member institution may obtain a stay of the Executive Director’s directive upon submission of the 
written statement until the Executive Director withdraws the directive.  The Executive Committee of 
the Council of Presidents hears the appeal and takes final action. 
 
Patriot League Standards 
 
The Patriot League requires the highest ethical conduct by all personnel and demands the highest 
commitment to integrity, ethical behavior, and fair play in all athletic endeavors.  In this regard, the 
following actions are considered to be inconsistent with the high standards the League strives to 
represent and instill: 
 

Publicly criticizing or making derogatory statements of an official, the Patriot League 
personnel or its policies, another member institution or any of its personnel, especially student-
athletes.  This includes comments with respect to their conduct, character, competence, 
integrity, or appearance.   
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Striking, attempting to strike, or otherwise physically abusing an official, coach, student- 
athlete, cheerleader, mascot or other person in attendance at an athletic event.  This includes 
throwing objects at an individual or onto the playing surface.  

 
Acts dangerous to others, unsafe behavior, inciting participants or spectators to violent or 
abusive action, obscene gestures, profanity or provocative language or action toward an 
official, student-athlete, coach, spectator, bench or score-table personnel. 

 
Defacing, destruction or theft of property associated with an athletic event, including property 
of the opposing team or contest official. 

 
Taunting by spectators or cheering actions directed at opposing players, officials, or coaches.   
Taunting includes disrespectful cheers focusing on an opponent’s race, religion, sexual 
orientation or physical characteristics, or any “cheer” which is vulgar or obscene. 

 
Displaying signs or banners that contain offensive language or pictures, particularly displays  
that may be vulgar or obscene. 

 
Consumption of alcoholic beverages or public drunkenness by any individual at an athletic  
event. 

 
Cheating by coaches, staff, or student-athletes in connection with any athletic event.  This  
includes the use of drugs or unauthorized substances. 

 
Negative recruiting, including derogatory statements about another member institution, its  
personnel, or its athletic program to a prospective student-athlete, the prospect’s parents, high  
school coach, or other persons interested in the prospective student-athlete. 

 

Any violation of local law, federal law, or generally recognized standards of good conduct by  
any individuals.    

 
Statement Requirement of Coaches 
 
 Coaches are expected to support the officials of a game and any public criticism of a game  
 official is a violation of the League’s Code of Conduct.  In that regard, coaches are to avoid  
 making any comments to the media concerning game officials.  Coaches are not permitted to  
 enter or attempt to enter the locker room of a game official preceding or following a contest. 
 
 Coaches are to remain in their designated coaching and team areas and refrain from any action  
 that would incite others in attendance at the contest.  Coaches are expected to make reasonable  
 efforts to discourage spectators from engaging in poor sporting behavior during athletic  
 events. 
 
 Coaches are expected to promote standards of fair play and good sporting behavior by their  
 student-athletes by disciplining them for acts of misconduct or unethical behavior during  
 games, practice and related functions.  
 
 Coaches are to be mindful that a determination regarding the continuation of play of any  
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 scheduled contest is the responsibility of the game officials and that taking a team from any  
 playing area is not the coach’s prerogative.  However, in instances where institutional policies  
 related to safety direct a coach to vacate a playing area, the coach should respond accordingly. 
 
Contest Statement 
 

One of the following statements or a similar institutional statement should be read before all 
athletic events where a public address system is utilized. 

 
“Ladies and gentlemen, [Host Institution] and the Patriot League welcome you to today’s 
contest.  We ask that you join us and today’s coaches, players and officials in practicing good 
sporting behavior in supporting your teams and in conduct towards players, coaches, officials 
and other spectators.  Unruly and disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated.  [Please note that 
the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages (and use of tobacco) also are 
prohibited.  Spectators are not allowed on the playing field at any time.]”  Thank you. 
or: 
“Ladies and gentlemen, [Host Institution] and the Patriot League promote good sporting 
behavior by student-athletes, coaches and spectators.  We encourage everyone to actively 
support all participants of today’s game, and ask that you express your enthusiasm in a 
respectful and sporting-like manner.  [Please note that the possession and consumption of 
alcoholic beverages (and use of tobacco) also are prohibited.  Spectators are not allowed on the 
playing field at any time.]”  Thank you. 

 
Patriot League Award of Good Sporting Conduct 
 

In the spirit of ethical conduct and sporting behavior, the Patriot League has established an 
Award of Good Sporting Conduct to recognize and honor exemplary sporting behavior.  All 
Patriot League student-athletes, coaches, a team as a whole and staff members associated with a 
member institution’s intercollegiate athletic program are eligible for the award.  The definition 
of good sporting conduct is left to the discretion of the member institution with the 
understanding that the behavior should be at a standard beyond what is normally expected 
during the course of play.  Award recipients will receive an Award of Good Sporting Conduct. 
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XI. PROTESTS 
 

A. All protests of incidents involving Patriot League member institutions are to be 
submitted in writing to the Patriot League Executive Director within 72 hours of the 
incident.  

 
B. Only those incidents involving the alleged violation of Patriot League regulations are 

considered by the Executive Director. 
 

C. A copy of the protest is to be sent to the Director of Athletics of the institution or 
institutions involved in the incident. 

 
D. Arbitration 

 
1. Upon receipt of a protest, the Executive Director reviews the incident to 

determine whether an emergency meeting of the Directors of Athletics needs to 
be called.  The decision to call an emergency meeting is made by the League’s 
Executive Director. 

 
2. If the Executive Director determines that there is an already existing precedent 

for dealing with the incident or that the regulations of the Patriot League have 
not been violated, a conference call is made to the institutions involved, citing 
the precedent or interpreting the regulation covering the alleged incident. 

 
3. After careful study of the incident, the Executive Director, in consultation with 

the League’s Directors of Athletics, determines whether the protest is to be 
honored or denied. 

 
E. Appeals 

 
1. The Patriot League member institution may appeal the decision by forwarding a 

letter of appeal to the Executive Director.  All parties involved in the decision 
being appealed must be informed of the pending appeal. 

 
2. Upon studying the facts of the incident and the subsequent ruling, the Executive 

Director will render a final decision.  The Executive Director returns the 
decision to all parties involved in the appeal and to the Policy Committee. 
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XII. AWARDS 
 

As acknowledgment of outstanding athletic and academic performance, the Patriot League 
administers an awards program.  The numbers and types of awards have been established by 
the Policy Committee with the approval of the Council of Presidents. 

 
All team and individual awards are procured by the League’s Executive Director.  Once 
presented, League awards become the permanent property of the institution or individual, with 
the exception of the rotating trophies, men and women’s Championship trophies and the 
Presidents’ Cup. 

 
A. ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT 

 
Student-athletes attaining academic distinction are recognized by the League, as 
specified below. 

 
1. League Academic Honor Roll 

 
a. During the semester in which their sport’s team Championship is 

contested, all student-athletes who meet the following criteria will 
receive a certificate from the League acknowledging their 
accomplishment: [March 1997] Fall semester GPA averages will be used 
to determine the winter sport academic honor roll.  [February 2007] 

 
1. Achieve a grade-point average of 3.2 or higher and  
2. Earn a varsity letter in a League-sponsored sport.   

 
b. Each institution’s sports information director is responsible for 

submitting to the League office those student-athletes who qualify for the 
League Honor Roll. 

 
2. Scholar-Athletes 

 
      a. For each of the 23 League sponsored sports, one student-athlete is  

 recognized as that sport’s Scholar-Athlete of the Year.  An award is 
given to each recipient.  To be eligible for this award, a student-athlete 
must meet the following criteria: 

 
1. Achieve at least a 3.2 cumulative grade point average (at the time  
 of nomination) and 
2. Be a starter or key player in his/her sport.   

 
b. Scholar-Athlete of the Year Award winners are selected by the League’s 

sports information directors and League office. 
 

3. Male and Female Scholar-Athlete of the Year 
 

a. One male and one female Scholar-Athlete of the Year are selected from 
the 23 scholar-athlete recipients described above.  An award is given to 
each recipient. 

 
b. The Male and Female Scholar-Athlete of the Year Award winners are 

selected by the League’s sports information directors and League office. 
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c. Winners will be announced in conjunction with (i.e. prior to the NCAA 
Championship) the All-Patriot League teams and major award winners. 
[February 2007] 

    
B. ATHLETIC ACHIEVEMENT - SPORT SPECIFIC 

 
See Section XVI for sport specific awards. 

 
 C. CHAMPIONSHIP AWARDS 

 
See information included in Appendix and Championship Manual.  

 
D. PATRIOT LEAGUE SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD [May 2006] 
 

a. Nominations for the Sportsmanship Award are accepted throughout the year and 
due to the League office by May 1st of each year.   

 
b. The Patriot League Student-Athlete Advisory Committee will determine the 

male and female winners by e-mail vote.  Votes are due to the League office no 
later than June 1st and each institution will receive one vote total.   

 
c. The Patriot League male and female winner will be forwarded to the NCAA as 

the Patriot League nominees for the NCAA Sportsmanship award.   
 
E. SPORTS-SPECIFIC PLAYER AWARDS — METHOD OF SELECTION 

 
The general method of selection for sports-specific player awards is as follows: 

 
1. Prior to a specified deadline, the League media relations staff asks each coach to 

nominate those players from his/her team whom he/she feels are worthy of 
consideration.   

 
2. The media relations staff then compiles a list of nominees and submits this list, 

with appropriate instructions, to all participating League coaches for their vote.   
 

3. The voting results are tabulated by the media relations staff and announced at a 
specified time (see each sport’s individual Sport Specific Regulations in Section 
XVI for more detailed instructions). 

 
4. In all sports, if there is a tie for a major award between a student-athlete on the 

first team and a student-athlete on the second team, the award is given to the 
student-athlete on the first team. [February 2007]  The same procedure would 
apply if one student-athlete is on the first or second team and once was not on 
either team.  [February 2008] 

 
5. In all sports, if there is a tie for major awards and both student-athletes are on 

the same All-League Team, the award would go to the student-athlete with more 
first place votes.  [February 2008]  
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6. In all sports, if the tie is unable to be broken by the previous procedures, then the 
coaches shall revote.  If a tie still exists after the coaches re-vote, then the 
League office staff will break the tie.  [February 2008] 

 
7. Sport groups may conduct their All-League voting via open ballot, if so desired. 

[February 2007] 
 

F. ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 
 

The Patriot League “Rookie of the Year” award shall be awarded only to student-
athletes enrolled in their first collegiate academic year. [February 2008] 

 
  G. PRESIDENTS’ CUP 

 
1. The Presidents’ Cup is awarded to the member institution with the highest 

cumulative sports point total for their League standings in sponsored men’s and 
women’s sports.  

 
2. Points are awarded based upon a combination of an institution’s regular-season 

and tournament finishes in each sport.   
 

a. If there is no Patriot League Championship tournament (football), points 
are awarded based upon final regular-season standings;   

   
b. If there is no regular-season competition and the champion is determined 

by a Patriot League Championship (cross country, golf, rowing, 
swimming and diving, track and field), points are awarded based upon 
final Championship standings;   

   
c. If all teams compete in the Patriot League Championship and there is a 

regular-season competition (tennis, men’s and women’s basketball), 
points are awarded based on an average of final regular season standings 
and Championship finish; or, 

   
d. If all teams do not participate in the Patriot League Championship and 

there is a regular-season competition (baseball, field hockey, lacrosse, 
soccer, softball and volleyball), points are awarded based upon an 
average of final season standings and Championship finish.  For those 
teams not participating in the Championship, the final regular season 
standing will be used.   

 
3. The first-place team receives points equal to the number of Patriot League 

institutions competing in that specific sport.  For example, if all eight institutions 
compete in a particular sport, then eight (8) points are awarded to the sport’s 
League champion, seven (7) points to the second place finisher, and in 
descending order for the remaining institutions. 
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4. The Patriot League office is responsible for the tabulation of standings, and 
publicly announces them three (3) times a year:  December, March and May. 

 
5. The Presidents’ Cup is a large Revere Bowl on a wooden base with a plaque for 

the annual winner’s name to be engraved and an explanation plaque on the front.  
The Presidents’ Cup rotates annually to the recipient’s institution.  The annual 
winner receives a replica of the Presidents’ Cup. 

 
H. NAMING OF PATRIOT LEAGUE TROPHIES [March 1992] 

 
1. On occasion, the naming of Patriot League tournaments or trophies for 

individuals associated with the Patriot League may be appropriate and desirable.  
In order to facilitate the naming of League tournaments or trophies, a 
nominating committee, consisting of one Patriot League president, one member 
of the Policy Committee, one member of the Committee on Athletic 
Administration and the Executive Director serving as Secretary, shall be 
established.  Nominations may be made to this committee by any interested 
person or group of persons (e.g., Directors of Athletics). 

 
2. The committee will evaluate the proposed candidates and will make a 

recommendation to the Policy Committee for its comment and recommendation 
to the Council of Presidents who shall have sole authority for naming of Patriot 
League tournaments or trophies. 

 
3. Persons who are elected must have made an outstanding contribution in the field 

of athletics at a Patriot League institution.  In determining an “outstanding 
contribution,” the nominating committee may include in its considerations 
recognition by non-college agencies, such as the National Football Foundation, 
ECAC, Division I-A Directors of Athletics, etc., or NCAA, the holding of a 
major record, achieving national honors in athletic leadership, etc. 

 
4. Candidates may not be an employee of a Patriot League institution at the time of 

their naming, and must be away from participation in college athletics for a 
minimum of five years or be deceased. 
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XIII.  SPORT SPONSORSHIP 
 

The following chart has been developed to provide a visual presentation of each 
member institution’s sports participation in the Patriot League. [See Appendix for chart] 

 
      AU USMA  BU CU HC LC      LU    USNA 

 
MEN’S SPORTS 
Baseball   X  X  X X X X 
Basketball  X X  X X X X X X 
Cross Country  X X  X X X X X X 
Football     X X X X X 
Golf    X  X X X X X X 
Indoor Track  X X  X X X X X X 
Lacrosse   X  X X X X X X 
Outdoor Track  X X  X X X X X X 
Soccer   X X  X X X X X X 
Swimming  X X  X X X X X X 
Tennis    X  X X X X X X  
Men’s Totals  6 10  11 10 10 11 11 10 
 
WOMEN’S SPORTS 
Basketball  X X  X X X X X X 
Cross Country  X X  X X X X X X 
Field Hockey  X   X X X X X  
Indoor Track  X X  X X X X X X 
Lacrosse  X   X X X X X X 
Outdoor Track  X X  X X X X X X 
Rowing     X X X  X X 
Soccer   X X  X X X X X X 
Softball   X  X X X X X 
Swimming  X X  X X X X X X 
Tennis    X  X X X X X 
Volleyball  X X  X X X X X X 
Women’s Totals      9         9                12      12      11       11       12         8 
              
TOTALS  15 19  23 22 21 22 23 18 
 
 
2008-09 Associate Members and Sport Affiliation  
Fordham University  Football 
Georgetown University        Football 
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XIV.  GENERAL SPORT REGULATIONS - REGULAR SEASON 
 

Member institution teams competing in Patriot League competition must abide by the set of 
rules, regulations and procedures approved by the Patriot League’s Council of Presidents. 

 
The following general regulations are applicable to all sports sponsored by the Patriot League.  
Regulations specific to each sport are in the “Sports Specific Regulations” policy, found in 
Section XVI. 

 
The Patriot League governs regular in-season competition among participating member 
institutions in sponsored sports.  (See Section XIII in this Manual for institutional participation, 
sport by sport.)  The following general competition rules have been established by the League’s 
Committee on Athletic Administration and approved by the Council of Presidents. 

 
A.    SITE OF COMPETITION 

 
All regular-season contests, in which participating teams or individuals represent 
members of the League, are to be played at a site either owned by or under the 
immediate control of one or more of the member institutions.  All such contests are to 
be conducted by institutional management.  This would not preclude an institution from 
utilizing an off-campus facility provided the site is normally used by the institution for 
its regularly scheduled contests. 

 
B. PRACTICE AND COMPETITION SCHEDULES 

 
1. NCAA regulations are to be observed by member institutions when scheduling 

practice sessions and competitive events.  The Patriot League may establish 
contest limitations in certain sports, which are more restrictive than applicable 
NCAA regulations.  The Committee on Athletic Administration recommends 
such limitations to the Council of Presidents, based on consideration of the 
following: 

 
a. Income and expense involved for each contest and the potential impact 

on the member institutions’ team budgets; 
 

b. Class absences required for each contest, especially during mid-term and 
final examination periods; 

 
c. Availability of facilities; 

 
d. Competition dates for other prominent sports’ contests and tournaments, 

and 
 

e. Availability of favorable reciprocal agreements with non-League 
opponents. 

 
2. The playing and practice season in each League sponsored sport, unless 

otherwise restricted, is subject to all NCAA limitations in that sport. 
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3. Additional scheduling regulations are as follows: 
 

a. The home team has sole authority to make decisions regarding the 
cancellation/delay of scheduled competition due to inclement weather. 

b. Each contest is scheduled to accommodate the visiting team and 
facilitate the play of the contest. 

c. If there is a transportation problem on the way to a scheduled contest, 
contact should be made with the host institution. 

 
C. TRAVEL AND SCHEDULING POLICY 

 
The Patriot League office will develop schedules for League contests and distribute 
them to coaches and administrators.  Priority will be placed on League play by 
scheduling contests, whenever possible, toward the end of the regular-season.  League 
contests will be rotated on a reoccurring basis between home/away and order of 
opponents to ensure competitive balance.  (June 2005).  The Sport Management 
Committee (SMC) is charged with approving League schedules and Championship 
dates.  Once the SMC and CAA finalize a schedule and/or dates, changes can only be 
made by institutional consent and League office approval.  If a schedule change is 
required due to an unforeseen conflict and mutual consent between the competing 
institutions cannot be achieved, the League office shall make the final decision. 

 
Patriot League principles and policies dictate that concerns for student-athlete academic 
welfare will always be paramount in designing athletic schedules and resolving 
scheduling conflicts.  Care will be exercised to minimize time missed from academic 
obligations due to athletic participation and sensitivity to student-athlete academic 
welfare shall be the obvious priority in all scheduling and/or travel decisions. 

 
In accordance with this philosophy, the following scheduling guidelines are embraced: 

 
1. Awareness of member institution final examination periods shall normally 

preclude any scheduling of competition within 24 hours of such periods. 
 

2. Normally, no class time shall be missed for practice activities except when a 
team is traveling to an away-from-home contest, and the practice is in 
conjunction with the contest. 

 
3. Normally, daylight permitting, weekday athletic contests will not start prior to 

3:00 p.m. 
 

4. Scheduling will normally require student-athletes to miss no more than one day 
of classes per away athletic contest, and less whenever possible. 

 
5. Every effort will be made to limit, in original scheduling, the number of mid-

week (Monday-Thursday) away contests scheduled per week in any sport to one. 
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6. Normally, no more than two opponents shall be scheduled for competition 
during a single away trip, although obvious exceptions would include multi-
team competitions and tournaments. 

 
7. Whenever possible and reasonable, departure for a contest on a subsequent day 

shall not be prior to the end of that day’s classes. 
 

8. Teams will normally return to campus following athletic competition. 
 

9. League competition will be given priority in establishing and refining athletic 
schedules, wherever possible. 

 
10. Exceptions will be made under established institutional policy 

 
 D. RESCHEDULING 
 

1. The rescheduling of a Patriot League date requires the agreement of both 
institutions.  Institutions (i.e. athletic directors) must agree to a rescheduled date 
for a contest and notify the League office of the rescheduled date within 72 
hours of a contest date that was cancelled due to weather.  If institutions were 
not able to agree within the 72-hour time frame, the League office would 
determine the date for the re-scheduled contest. [May 2007] 

 
2. In sports where round-robin competition determines the selection and seeding of 

teams for the Patriot League Championship, all scheduled and rescheduled 
Patriot League contests must be played no later than the Monday prior to the 
Patriot League Championship.  In the sport of men’s basketball, no games may 
be scheduled on the Sunday prior to the start of the Patriot League 
Championship. [February 2007] 

 
3. Patriot League competition must take precedence over non-League contests 

should it be necessary to reschedule a contest.  An institution may request a 
waiver from the Executive Director due to extenuating circumstances or if the 
game or match has no bearing on final regular-season standings and, therefore, 
on the selection and seeding of teams for the Championship.  Should a waiver be 
granted, the involved institutions’ win/loss percentage in Patriot League games 
or matches will be used for selection and seeding purposes in lieu of final 
League records.  Should a contest fail to be rescheduled and should a waiver not 
be granted, the Executive Director would issue a forfeit if deemed appropriate. 
[June 2002] 

 
E. SITE-CHANGE POLICY 

 
For spring sports, the following site change policy is to be in effect: 

 
1. If, by mutual agreement of the institutions involved, a site is changed due to bad 

weather, the originally scheduled “away” institution shall bear the cost of the 
originally scheduled “home” institution’s travel. 
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2. This amount would not exceed the amount that the originally scheduled “away” 

institution had budgeted for their travel once all home game management costs 
had been covered. [June 1994] 

 
F. ADMINISTRATIVE ACCOMPANIMENT 

 
Either a coach or administrator must accompany any institutional team that plays away 
from its home campus. 

 
G. PARTICIPANT SQUAD SIZE [February 2007] 

 
Regular Season 
 
The regular-season participant squad size refers to the number of eligible players on the 
visiting team that may dress and participate in game day-activities (e.g. pre-game warm-
ups, etc.) during Patriot League regular-season competition.  There are no participant 
squad size limitations for the home institution in regular-season Patriot League 
competition only. 
 
Championship 
 
The Championship participant squad size refers to the number of eligible players on all 
teams participating in the Patriot League Championships that may dress and participate 
in game day activities (e.g. pre-game warm-ups, etc.).  The Championship participant 
squad size limitations are in effect for all days/games/matches of the Championship.   

 
Sport      Regular Season Championship 
Baseball             25   25 
Basketball (men’s & women’s)           15   15 
Cross Country (men’s & women’s)         N/A   12 
Field Hockey              22   22 
Football 58   58 
Golf, Men’s                N/A   7 
Lacrosse, Men’s**           32   42** 
Lacrosse, Women’s             30   30 
Rowing, Women’s            N/A   25 
Soccer, Men’s              22   22 
Soccer, Women’s     22   22 
Softball              20   20 
Swimming (men’s & women’s)           N/A   46 (23 each) 
Tennis (men’s & women’s)            N/A   9 
Track, Indoor and Outdoor (men & women’s)         N/A   80 (40 each) 
Volleyball           15   15 

 
**For all games in the Patriot League men’s lacrosse Championship ONLY, teams may 
warm-up an additional ten (10) student-athletes per the NCAA Championship protocol 
(June 2005). 
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H. PLAYING RULES 
 

1. The playing rules of the NCAA or sports association as approved by the NCAA, 
are to be followed in all sports for which such rules are published, unless more 
restrictive rules have been established by the Committee on Athletics 
Administration and approved by the Council of Presidents. 

 
2. Proposals for rules interpretations and modifications recommended by the 

Sports Committee Chairs are subject to the approval of the Committee on 
Athletics Administration and the Council of Presidents. 

 
I. IN-SEASON STATISTICS 

 
1. The sports information department is responsible for keeping complete team 

statistics for all League and non-League contests. 
 

2. Correct, updated contest scores must be faxed/telephoned/e-mailed to the Patriot 
League’s office on a daily or weekly basis during the season. 

 
J. OFFICIALS 

 
1. Officials are to be provided by the home team as assigned by the League’s 

assignor of officials for each sport (if applicable). 
 

2. Unless specified, local officials may be used, provided they have proper 
certification and ratings. 

 
3. Decisions of officials are final.  There are to be no protests. 

 
K. MEMBER INFORMATION 

 
There is to be no exchange of information regarding League members with institutions 
outside the League. 

 
L. TICKETS 

 
1. Patriot League member institutions may establish the price of admission for all 

sports or athletic events held under their supervision. 
 

2. Members of the institutions’ student body, faculty and staff may be allowed to 
purchase reduced price tickets, as established by each institution.  Further, the 
host institution may establish a general price and a reduced rate ticket price for 
high school and grade school students. 

 
3. The following policies pertain to complimentary tickets: 

 
a. The awarding of complimentary tickets must conform to NCAA rules 

and regulations.  (See NCAA Bylaw 16.2) 
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b. A maximum of sixty (60) complimentary tickets for men’s and women’s 
basketball and 250 complimentary tickets for football are to be allotted, 
at no charge, to a visiting team for each specifically scheduled game. 

 
c. Complimentary seats are to be located immediately behind the visiting 

team bench. 
 

d. Two (2) complimentary tickets and one (1) parking pass for each contest 
are to be provided by the host institution to each participating official. 

 
e. No complimentary tickets are to be issued to participating teams for 

League Championship play. 
 

M.   LEAGUE HOSPITALITY FOR VISITING ATHLETIC TEAMS 
 

1. A map or other directions are to be included with contractual correspondence, 
indicating location of the facility, entrance, locker rooms, etc. 

 
2. Visiting institutions should communicate with the host regarding time of arrival, 

number in the party, special requests, etc. 
 

3. If possible, a host institution representative should meet the incoming team at 
the event facility and help them get situated prior to the competition. 

 
N. PUBLIC ADDRESS ANNOUNCERS 

 
The primary duty of the public address announcer is to fairly and accurately 
communicate the necessary information to enhance the enjoyment of the contest for 
both the home and visiting fans.  The following are recommended procedures for public 
address announcers: 

 
1. Read the Patriot League Sportsmanship Statement prior to each contest; 

 
2. Be fair and impartial; 

 
3. Do not attempt to be a cheerleader or the home team’s “super fan”; 

 
4. Use language that is in good taste, inoffensive and reflects the high standards of 

an institution of higher education; 
 

5. Do not use language or an approach that could inflame or adversely influence a 
crowd; 

 
6. Do not anticipate plays or official rulings aloud; 

 
7. Give only necessary information; 
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8. Familiarize yourself with the layout of the stadium/arena so that accurate 
directions may be given in the event of an emergency; 

 
9. Do not allow anyone except those authorized by games management to use the 

microphone, and 
 

        10. Do not criticize officials’ decisions directly or indirectly. [June 1994] 
 

O. UNIFORMS 
 

With the exception of football, light color uniforms are to be worn at home and dark 
color uniforms are worn away. 

 
P. CHEERLEADING/BANDS 

 
Members of each institution’s band, cheerleading squad and other such spirit groups in 
attendance at athletic events must adhere to the League’s Code of Conduct.  The home 
team’s band is to be seated in areas on the home team’s side or half of the playing 
venue.  In men’s basketball, the League office must approve the seating location of 
bands.    
 
Institutions are encouraged to refer to the guidelines set by the American Association of 
Cheerleading Coaches and Advisors (AACCA). 

 
Q. MEDICAL PROCEDURES 

 
Following are recommended standards and procedures for League operation: 
1. Each member institution should require all student-athletes to secure 

certification of their medical fitness for participation from a physician.  (The 
medical examination administered to all students before entrance to the member 
institution will not suffice as clearance for sports participation.) 

 
2. This certification should be accomplished prior to the individual’s first practice 

with an intercollegiate sports team. 
 

3. Physician-signed medical certification for all students participating in the 
institution’s intercollegiate athletics program is to be on file at the appropriate 
office. 

 
4. Loss of one of the paired organs (i.e., kidney, eye, etc.) may disqualify a 

student-athlete from participation in intercollegiate athletics.  If participation is 
granted by the team physician, the student-athlete and his/her parents/guardians 
will be required to sign a waiver form prepared by the certifying institution’s 
legal counsel. 

 
5. All determinations regarding whether a student-athlete is physically able to 

participate in intercollegiate athletics are to be made by a team physician.  The  
decision of the team physician is final. 
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R. SPORTS MEDICINE 
 

The following section will outline the Sports Medicine requirements of the host 
institution for intercollegiate athletic events: 

 
 

1. Committee 
 

There shall be a Sports Medicine Committee composed of eight (8) persons.  
These individuals shall be either a Head Athletic Trainer or a designated 
representative from each institution with final approval by the Executive 
Director of the Patriot League. [June 2001] 

 
2. Communication 

 
The Sports Medicine office will send a courtesy letter informing the visiting 
trainer(s) of services, facilities, equipment and medical coverage (i.e., athletic 
trainer, physician) for scheduled events and championships.  It is also 
encouraged to have this letter placed on each institution’s web site for easy 
access by visiting athletic trainers or coaches.  [June 2001] 

   
  3.   Medical Coverage 
 

a. Certified Athletic Trainer/Qualified Representative 
 

A certified athletic trainer or qualified representative of the Athletic 
Training Program or Sports Medicine Department will be present at all 
intercollegiate athletic events one hour prior to the start of the event. 

 
b. Physician 

 
Physician coverage for all intercollegiate athletic events is on-call with 
the following exceptions: 

 
i.      Varsity Football - a physician will be on site for all varsity 

football contests; 
 

ii.      Patriot League Basketball Championships - a physician will be 
on site for all Patriot League Tournament games. 

 
c. Ambulance/Emergency Medical Services 

 
It is recommended that an ambulance or comparable emergency medical 
service be present for all varsity football contests.  All other 
intercollegiate athletic events should have established institutional 
protocols for accessing the emergency medical system for each venue in 
which contests are held.  It is suggested that each institution’s 
Emergency Plan contain specific instructions for assessing emergency 
medical services when dealing with: [June 2001] 
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i. Patriot League Championships; 
 

ii. Junior Varsity Football; 
 

iii. Men’s Lacrosse; 
 

iv. Cross Country, and 
 

v. Track and Field. 
 

d. Sports Medicine Facilities 
 

The host institution’s athletic training room will be available to the 
visiting athletic trainer(s).  Any special needs or requests must be 
communicated to the host institution prior to the contest.  A prescription 
from a doctor or a treatment plan from a certified athletic trainer is 
required unless accompanied by a certified athletic trainer. 

 
4. Game Day Staging 

 
a. Pre-game 

 
i. Personal greeting or introduction. 

 
ii. It will be the responsibility of the Sports Medicine staff to 

provide water, cups and injury ice. 
 

iii. A taping table must be provided. 
 

iv. It is required that the host institution have splints, crutches, 
cervical collar, knee immobilizer, blanket, scoop stretcher or 
spine board and/or ambulance service available. 

 
v. Visiting teams are expected to supply their own taping supplies 

and medical kit. 
 

b. During the event 
 

i. The host athletic trainer and/or physician will assist the visiting 
athletic trainer if requested. 

 
ii. The visiting athletic trainer will be responsible for requesting 

medical assistance from the host athletic trainer in case of a 
serious injury. 
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c. Post-event 
 

i. The host athletic trainer will check with the visiting team athletic 
trainer regarding any injuries or problems. 

 
5. Code of Ethics 

 
a. Athletic Trainer 

 
The profession is a field that requires application of specialized 
knowledge and skill for the benefit of others.  The profession of Athletic 
Training should endeavor to promote the highest standards of conduct 
and integrity in professional service and in our activities. 

 
S. LIGHTNING POLICY 

 
It is recommended that each institution follow a lightning policy, which should/may 
incorporate the NATA lightning recommendations.  It is also suggested that a lightning 
detector  (i.e., Sky Scan) may be used in conjunction with other conventional methods 
(i.e., consulting with the National Weather Service, the flash to bang method) in 
determining practice and/or game status.  In the practice setting, the athletic trainer will 
be responsible for determining the threat of lightning, and will then make a decision 
with the coaching staff when to evacuate the field.  In the event setting, the athletic 
trainer will inform the officials of the instrumentation to be used and policy in effect 
(i.e., evacuating a game site if the detector indicates that there is an imminent threat).  
The decision to “call” or delay a game would be made with agreement of the assigned 
athletic trainer, present officials and facilities staff. [June 2001] 

 
T.    NCAA DRUG TESTING   

 
In accordance with NCAA regulations, student-athletes are required each year to sign a 
consent form, prior to practice (football and track and field) or competition (all other 
sports), demonstrating their understanding of the NCAA drug testing program and their 
willingness to participate.  That program subjects all student-athletes to the possibility 
of year-round random testing for a series of banned performance enhancing and/or 
street drugs.  Current NCAA list of banned drugs will be used by the League.  Student-
athletes who participate for a Patriot League member institution, by NCAA affiliation 
and support of the testing program, are obligated to the testing requirements.  The 
Patriot League recognizes the rights of individuals to decline participation in drug 
testing, but affirms that such action will preclude their participation in intercollegiate 
athletics at member institutions.  Sports Medicine personnel are encouraged to provide 
accurate and sound information on nutritional supplements.  Information on dietary 
supplements may be utilized by contacting the Resource Exchange Center (REC) at 
816-474-7321 or 877-202-0769.  All calls are confidential. [June 2001] 
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U. TOBACCO PRODUCTS 
 

In keeping with the commitment to the health, safety and well-being of student-athletes, 
there will be a binding policy on all members of the Patriot League in all sports to 
prohibit by any athletic staff member and/or student-athlete the use of any form of 
tobacco products.  This policy shall be in effect during any phase of the institution’s 
athletic programs in which interaction occurs between athletic staff and student-a
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XV. CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
 A.   GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 
   

All Patriot League Championships shall be conducted under the direct supervision of 
that championship’s Manager and the Patriot League Representative for 
Championships, or designee.  The Championship Manager and the Patriot League 
Representative shall be the final authority regarding all Championship matters on-site as 
some adjustments should be expected in the best interest of the Championship.  All 
League Championships are subject to such requirements, standards and conditions as 
may be prescribed by the League’s Constitution and Bylaws.   

 
Specific information regarding Administration, Facility and Championship 
Management, Game and Practice Procedures and Sport Specific Championship 
information for all Patriot League Championships can be found in the 2008-09 Patriot 
League Championship Manual.  

 
   1. Championship Manager 
 

The Championship Manager shall be designated by the Director of Athletics at 
the host institution. 

 
2. Games Committee 

 
The official Games Committee will consist of the Patriot League 
Representative(s), the Championship Manager, the head official and the 
coaches’ group chair (if present; if not, the host coach).  In case of a crisis 
situation or major emergency, the Games Committee will work in conjunction 
with the Patriot League Executive Director and the host institution’s Director of 
Athletics. 

 
3. Dates and Site 

 
The exact dates and site of the tournament will be listed and distributed to each 
institution by the League office. 

 
4. Host Institution Site 

 
a. Unless the championship is designated as home of the highest seed, the 

site is selected on a rotating basis, subject to the agreement of the host 
institution. 

 
b. If a member institution chooses not to host a League Championship, the 

rotation moves to the next school in line.  This determination must be 
made one year in advance.  The host institution must have a facility that 
is acceptable to a majority of coaches. 
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c. If the championship is designated as home of the highest seed and if the 
highest seed cannot, or chooses not to host the Tournament, then the 
option moves in descending order to the second-highest seed, etc. 

 
d. Minimum Standards for all Championships - The following requirements 

are paramount to hosting a League Championship: 
 

i. Playing area that meets NCAA guidelines or is approved by 
Committee on Athletic Administration. 

ii. Locker rooms in sufficient number for the particular sport and a 
training room in reasonable proximity to the competitive area. 

iii. Spectator seating area to accommodate the majority of 
anticipated spectators. 

iv. Parking area in close proximity to the competitive site to 
accommodate teams and spectators. 

v. Scoring table and press area (preferably protected from inclement 
weather) to accommodate the needs of the Championship. 

vi. Concession stand on-site or a plan to bring in portable or 
temporary set-up equipped to service those attending the 
Championship. 

vii. Institutional staffing assigned and available to assist Patriot 
League staff with the conduct and management of the 
Championship beginning the day before competition through the 
completion of play and tear down. 
1. Tournament Manager (pre-planning, on-site supervision, 

evaluation/wrap-up) 
2. Media Relations staffing (scoring, timing, PA, stats and 

reporting) 
3. Facility/Operations staff (for set-up, tear down and on-

going maintenance) 
4. Merchandise personnel (to staff program and merchandise 

sales area) 
      5. Ticket personnel (if applicable) 
      6. Concessions personnel 

7. Security personnel (secure competitive area from 
spectators, etc.) 

viii. To facilitate hosting a successful Patriot League Championship 
all requests from the League office must be implemented to meet 
minimum standards (i.e., additional seating, concessions, etc.). 

 
5. Eligibility 

 
a. All League teams and individuals who have met League Championship 

requirements may qualify to participate in the League Championship. 
 

b. All participating team members must abide by eligibility rules, as listed 
in the sport’s NCAA Championship Handbook, and those of the Patriot 
League. 
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6. Participant Squad Size 
 

All teams shall be limited to the Patriot League mandated participant squad size 
for their respective sport.  (See Appendix for chart) 

 
7. Official Team Roster [June 1999] 

 
a. Each participating team must submit a roster of participants to the 

Tournament Director and Patriot League representative with copies to 
each of the other participating teams prior to the first competition. 

 
b. In sports that permit changes, rosters for semifinal games may be 

amended up until the beginning of the pre-tournament 
meeting/teleconference. 

 
c. Teams that advance to the Championship game may amend rosters prior 

to the Championship game.  However, if changes are made, it is the 
responsibility of the head coach to get updated rosters to the Tournament 
Director, Patriot League representative and opposing head coach prior to 
the start of the game in order for the changes to be valid. 

  
8. Patriot League Tie-Breaking Procedure/Selection Seeding [February 2007] 
 Non-League contests completed before the Monday prior to the Championship 

will be included in the tie-breaker formula, if necessary.  Any non-League 
contest played on or after the Monday prior to the Championship will not be 
included in the tie-breaker formula. 

 
a. In the case of a two-way between teams in the final standings for 

regular season League play, the following process will be used until all 
ties are broken and the seeding process is completed (ties will be broken 
in rank order beginning with the highest seed): 

 
i. Head-to-head competition - the higher seed will go to the team 

that has won the most League contests played against the other 
team involved in the tie (in the sport of volleyball, both matches 
and individual games will be considered).  [June 2005] 

ii. If a tie still exists, a comparison of records will be made between 
the tied institutions starting at the highest possible seed and 
continuing through the lowest seed, if necessary. 

iii. Sport specific tie-breaking procedure, if any (see Sport Specific 
regulations). 

iv. Comparison of records versus out-of-League common opponents. 
v. Coin flip. 

 
b. In the case of multiple ties (more than two teams tied for the same 

spot), the following process will be used: Note: The entire process for 
multiple-team ties must be completed.  The Patriot League does not 



CHAMPIONSHIPS 

2008-09 Patriot League Policy and Procedures Manual 
 

67

revert back to the two-way tie formula once the multiple-team tie has 
been resolved. 

 
i. Records between the tied teams will be evaluated to determine if 

one team won more contests against the other tied institutions (in 
the sport of volleyball, both matches and individual games will 
be considered).  [June 2005] 

ii. If a tie still exists, a comparison of records will be conducted for 
each team starting with the highest seed not involved in the tie 
and continuing through the lowest seed, if necessary. 

iii. Sport specific tie-breaking procedure, if any (see Sport Specific 
regulations). 

iv. Comparison of records versus out-of-League common opponents. 
v. Coin flip (two teams) or draw (multiple teams). 

 
9. NCAA Championship Qualification 

 
Each game in a League Championship will be treated as a separate game when 
considering weather and/or field conditions.  In the event that a Patriot League 
championship cannot be completed (e.g., due to inclement weather) the highest 
remaining seed at the time of cancellation shall receive the League’s bid to the 
NCAA Championship, where applicable.  If post-season play does not 
commence, the regular-season League champion shall receive the League’s bid 
to the NCAA Championship.  If there is a tie in the regular-season standings, the 
above tie-breaker will be used to determine the champion. 

 
10. Pre-Tournament Meeting [February 2007] 

 
During the week before the Championship, the League office will conduct a 
mandatory pre-tournament conference call (in place of an in-person meeting) 
with the following participants: Championship Director, the Sports Committee, 
involved head coaches, sports information personnel, facilities staff, head 
official, a League representative and other staff members concerning the 
schedule of events, awards, practice times, etc.  The League office will provide 
an agenda for the call, set the time of the call, and provide the necessary 
conference call information to each participating institution. The Executive 
Director shall inform the Director of Athletics in writing when institutional 
representatives do not participate on the conference call. 

 
11. Tournament Banquet/Reception 

 
a. An official party list must be completed and returned to the 

Championship Director by each participating institution no later than the 
Wednesday preceding the tournament weekend. 

 
b. The League will release/announce the All-League teams during midweek 

(Wednesday) prior to the Championship and will withhold 
releasing/announcing the major award winners (Player(s) of the Year, 
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Coach of the Year and Rookie of the Year, etc.) until the banquet.  In the 
case where there is not a banquet, the major award winners will be 
released/announced in conjunction with the start of the Championship. 
[February 2006]  

 
c. Team sports interested in holding a banquet may have the banquet the 

night before the Championship begins, regardless of whether the 
Championship begins on a Friday or Saturday.  The banquet will not 
begin before 7:30 pm.  [February 2006] 

 
d. With the exception of basketball, participating coaches will be provided 

with the names of the officials working their specific Championship 
game/match the night before the competition begins. [February 2007] 

 
12. Lodging [February 2007] 

 
    a. For non-full field Championships and the basketball Championship, 

visiting teams needing accommodations will be required to stay at the 
designated host hotel(s), which will be reserved at competitive room 
rates by the League office.  Information regarding host hotel(s) and 
reservation instructions will be distributed by the League office.  
Institutions that do not stay at the designated host hotel(s) will be 
accessed a $500 penalty per team. 

 
b. For full-field Championships, participating institutions are encouraged to 

work with the Patriot League lodging coordinator for housing needs. 
 

c. Each participating institution is responsible for the cost of its lodging. 
 

d. When necessary, lodging arrangements for the officials will be separate 
from the participating institutions. 

 
13. Transportation and Meals 

 

All transportation and meals shall be arranged by and at the expense of each 
participating institution. 

 
14. Participant Gifts 

 
The League office will provide tournament participants with complimentary 
Patriot League championship participant gifts.  Additional gifts may be 
purchased through the League office. 

 
15. Practice Times [February 2007] 

 
With the exception of basketball, if the facility is available and if practice time is 
requested by the traveling teams, practice is permitted the day before 
Championship competition but shall not begin before noon.  The League office 
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(working with the host administration) will establish practice schedule and may 
determine that the facility is not suitable for practice due to poor weather 
conditions. 

 
16.   Medical Services [June 2005] 

 
It is required that at each practice and competition session, the host institution 
provide or delegate responsibility to ensure: 
a. The presence of a certified athletic trainer or other person qualified to 

render emergency care to an injured athlete; 
 

b. Planned access to a medical facility, including a plan for communication 
and transportation between the competition site and a medical facility for 
prompt medical service, if warranted, and 

 
c. A thorough understanding by all participating administrators, coaches 

and certified athletic trainers of the personnel and procedures involved.  
 

The host institution will coordinate athletic training services including game day 
staging and access to the athletic training facilities. Please refer to the Patriot 
League Policy and Procedures Manual for additional information.  A physician 
must be on call throughout the Championship. 

 
         17.   Training Services  
 

The host institution will coordinate training services including access to training 
room facilities and on-site emergency first aid for all practices and competitions. 
In addition, ice and water must be provided by the host institution at the site of 
the competition. 

 
  18. Cheerleaders [September 2006] 
 

All cheerleading squads must conform to the guidelines set by the American 
Association of Cheerleading Coaches and Advisors (AACCA) at Patriot League 
Championship events. Neither the Patriot League nor the host institution shall be 
responsible for supervising or monitoring routines performed by cheerleaders at 
championship events. Except as noted in this section, supervision of 
cheerleading squads, their activities, yells and stunts is solely the participating 
institution’s responsibility. The participating institutions shall ensure that the 
squad has sufficient training, supervision and equipment for any and all routines 
its squad may choose to perform. Tournament managers must inform 
participating institutions if the host facility has more stringent requirements. If 
so, the director of athletics at each institution must apprise his or her 
cheerleading squad of such requirements and ensure compliance. 
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B. COST-SHARING POLICIES [JUNE 1998] 

 

1. Basketball Championship 
 

a. Tournament Games 
 

(1)   Traveling Teams 
 

At the conclusion of the tournament, each institution whose team 
travels will submit a reimbursable expense form to the Patriot 
League office.  The following categories and limits will be 
reimbursable: 

 

Transportation: The actual, documented amount expended. 
 

Per Diem: The actual documented amount spent, provided it does 
not exceed the figure yielded by multiplying the number of the 
travel party (not to exceed the reimbursable travel squad limit of 
23 each for men and women) by: $50 for each day of the 
competition involving an overnight stay and $25 for the day of 
departure from the site provided the team did not compete on that 
day for each. 

 

The maximum reimbursable travel squad number is: 
Lower of actual number or 23 each for men’s and women’s 
teams.  (Maximum of 15 players.) 

 

(2)  Host Team 
 

The host institution shall submit to the Patriot League office a 
financial statement, and appropriate documentation, to include all 
revenues and expenses for tickets, facility, personnel, officials 
and approved miscellaneous items.  A check for net income (all 
income minus approved expenses) should accompany the 
financial statement. 

 

b. Championship Games 
 

(1)  Traveling Teams 
 

At the conclusion of the championship game, the institution 
whose team travels will submit a reimbursable expense form to 
the Patriot League office.  The following categories and limits 
will be reimbursable: 

 

Transportation: The actual, documented amount expended. 
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Per Diem: The actual documented amount spent, provided it does 
not exceed the figure yielded by multiplying the number of the 
travel party (not to exceed the reimbursable travel squad limit) 
by: $50 for each day of the competition involving an overnight 
stay and $25 for the day of departure from the site (an overnight 
stay is not required).   

 

The maximum reimbursable travel squad number is: 
Lower of actual number of maximum of 21.  (Maximum of 15 
players.) 

 
(2)  Host Teams 

 
The host institution shall submit to the Patriot League office a 
financial statement, and appropriate documentation, to include all 
revenues and expenses for tickets, facility, personnel, officials 
and approved miscellaneous items.  A check for net income (all 
income minus approved expenses) should accompany the 
financial statement. 

 
c. Financial Reporting 

 
(1)    Deadline 

 
Traveling team and host institution financial reporting forms are 
to be submitted to the League office no later than April 10 of 
each year.  (The Executive Director reserves the right to impose a 
financial penalty for late submission of reports.) 

 
            (2)    Settlement 

 
a).   If there are net revenues after all tournament site and 

Patriot League office expenses are met, a check will be 
sent from the League office to the tournament host 
institution for 10% of net tournament revenue. 

 
b).   After all championship expenses and League office 

expenses are met, any net income from the championship 
games are added to any remaining income from the 
tournament for the total net income. 

 
Total Net Income = Net Tournament Revenue (after 10% 
to host) + Net Championship Revenue 

 
c).   Total net income is then distributed to institutions based 

proportionately upon their reimbursable travel expenses. 
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d).   If additional revenues remain after institutional travel 
reimbursement, those revenues will be distributed with 
each institution and the League office receiving an equal 
share. 

e).   If a net deficit is incurred after all tournament and 
Championship expenses have been paid, but prior to 
reimbursement of any institutional travel expenses, each 
institution and the League office will pay an equal share 
of the deficit. 

 
2.      Full-Field Championships 

 
Expenses for the following full-field Patriot League Championships will be 
subject to the cost-sharing plan:  cross country, golf, indoor track & field, 
rowing, swimming & diving, tennis, outdoor track & field. [February 2006] 

 
a.    Traveling Teams 

 
At the conclusion of each championship, each institution whose team 
travels will submit a reimbursable expense form to the Patriot League 
office.  The following categories and limits will be reimbursable: 

 
Transportation: The actual, documented amount expended. 

 
b.   Host Teams 

 
At the conclusion of each Championship, the host institution will submit 
an expense report to the League office.  This report will divide expenses 
into specific categories.  They include: facility and personnel; officials; 
hospitality and food; medical services, and miscellaneous.  All expenses 
must be reviewed and approved in advance by the Patriot League office.  
For each permissible category, the amount reported will be the actual 
documented expense.  These amounts will be totaled as the gross 
expense for the event. 

 
The host institution retains 50% of all revenue from ticket sales.  The 
remaining revenue will be deducted from the gross expense report; this 
will result in the reimbursable expense amount. 

 
c.   Settlement 

 
The reimbursable expense amounts will be submitted by each institution 
(host and traveling) no later than 30 days from the conclusion of each 
Championship.  This will yield total tournament expenses.  This amount 
will be averaged for each Championship.  At the conclusion of each year, 
institutions expending more than the average of all full field 
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Championships will be reimbursed; institutions expending less than the 
yearly Championship average will be invoiced. 

 
3.      Non-Full Field Championships 

 
Expenses for non-full field Championships will be subject to the following cost-
sharing plan: 

 
a.      Traveling Teams - Each institution is responsible for its own travel, 

lodging and per diem expenses. 
 

b.    Host Teams - Host institutions are responsible for paying the officials’ 
fees and expenses and covering all facility and staffing expenses. 

 
Note: No financial reporting needs to be submitted to the League office at the 
conclusion of each non-full field Championship.  

 
4.     Other Championships 

 
Cost sharing policies for any other topics of Championships will be determined 
by the League office. 

 
C.   USE OF PATRIOT LEAGUE NAME 

   
The label of “Patriot League Championship” or “Patriot League Champion(s)” is to be 
used only in conjunction with sports identified as official sports sponsored and 
supported by the Patriot League on behalf of the membership. [June 2002]  
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XVI. SPORT SPECIFIC REGULATIONS 
 
A. BASEBALL 
 
1. Regular-Season 
 

Note: General League regular-season sports regulations are found in Section XIV in this 
Manual.  These regulations are intended to supplement NCAA rules and regulations as 
prescribed in Bylaw 17 of the NCAA Manual. 

 
a. Scheduling 

 
i. Each institution plays a four-game series against all participating League 

members.  (Doubleheaders at one site on a scheduled Saturday and Sunday.)  
The schedule will be completed by establishing the last permissible weekend of 
play prior to the start of institutional exams and counting backward from that 
weekend.  The series is permitted to be moved into May should the move not 
conflict with either institution’s final exam period and should the two involved 
institutions agree to the change. Opponents will rotate forward one slot in the 
rotation every other year (i.e., the order of opponents remains the same for two 
years while the sites alternate every year). [June 2001] 

ii. A maximum of four (4) non-Division I games may be played during a season. 
[June 2001]  

iii.  League doubleheaders will consist of the first game being seven innings and the 
second game being nine innings. 

iv. Any rained-out games not played on Saturday or Sunday will be played on 
Monday.  (If institutions agree to move games to Friday and Saturday, the make 
up day will be Sunday.)  Teams will remain at the game site if playable weather 
is forecast. [May 2000] 

v. All postponed or suspended games must be scheduled or played unless the 
game(s) has no possible bearing on the League Championship, and then the 
Executive Director or Chair of the Sports Committee may cancel play.  Failure 
to makeup a game may result in forfeiture, as determined by the Sports 
Committee. 

vi. Weekend games shall start at noon or 1 p.m. unless the institutions involved 
mutually agree upon another game time. [February 2008]   Prior to Daylight 
Savings Time, weekend games must start at noon.   

 
b. Participant Squad Size 

 
Participant squad sizes shall be limited to twenty-five (25) participants for visiting 
teams during the regular season and all teams during the Patriot League Championship.   
There are no squad size limitations for the home institution in regular-season 
competition only.  

 
c. Umpires 

 
i. Umpires are to be assigned by the CBUAO for all games. 



SPORT SPECIFIC LEGISLATION  BASEBALL 

2008-09 Patriot League Policy and Procedures Manual 75

ii. Umpires should be notified of the applicable rules of play by the home team 
coach.  The home team coach is required to have a baseball rulebook available. 

iii. One umpire-in-chief and two field officials are required for each League contest. 
[May 2006] 

iv. Umpires’ judgment decisions are final and not subject to protest.  Protests can 
only be made on rules interpretations.  At the time of the protest, the official 
scorer is informed and the game continues.  After the game, the Executive 
Director decides if the protest is legitimate (after proper investigation and 
counsel).  If so, and the outcome of the game was affected, the game shall be 
replayed from the point of protest. 

 
d. Equipment 

 
The Patriot League official ball is the Diamond D1-CL. 

 
e. Rules and Regulations 

 
i. Each institution is required to utilize a full infield tarp for their baseball field. 
ii. If a game is called (after the regulation number of innings) because of rain, 

curfew, darkness, or light failure, it is considered a completed game. 
iii. If a game is called because of rain, curfew, darkness or light failure prior to 

reaching the necessary number of innings for it to be considered a completed 
game, it will be continued according to Rule 5, Section 8 of the NCAA Baseball 
Rulebook.  The suspended game should be completed prior to the start of the 
first game the next day if it occurs on the first day of a weekend series. [May 
2000] 

iv. If a game is suspended with a tie score on the first day, the game is resumed at 
the point of suspension prior to the start of the first game the next day.  If a 
game is suspended with a tie score on the second day and institutions agree to 
complete the game on the following day, the game is resumed at the point of 
suspension the following day.  If the game is suspended with a tie score on the 
second day and the game cannot be completed the next day, the game must be 
replayed in its entirety at a later date. [May 2000] 

v. Saturday suspended second games [October 2003] 
1. If suspended before five innings are complete, the game will resume on 

Sunday and be finished as a seven-inning game. 
2. If suspended before five innings are complete and the game is tied, the game 

will resume on Sunday and be finished as a seven-inning game. 
3. If suspended after five innings of play and the game is not tied, the game is a 

complete game. 
4. If suspended after five innings of play and the game is tied, the game will 

resume on Sunday and be finished as a nine-inning game.  
In all scenarios listed above, earlier start times for Sunday are strongly 
encouraged as mutually agreed upon by the coaches.  If the second game on 
Saturday does not start, Sunday will be played as 7/9 inning contests.  
Saturday’s originally scheduled nine-inning game would be played on Monday, 
with a start time TBD upon mutual institutional consent.  

vi. In the case of site changes due to weather, the originally scheduled “home” team 
remains the “home” team for purposes of scoring, uniform color (light) and 
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batting order.  The host institution may remain in their dugout. [see also Section 
XIV.E] 

vii. During a League game, any player who comes into contact with an umpire and 
is ejected is automatically suspended for a minimum of eight (8) days.  The 
Executive Director determines the exact length of the penalty, after thorough 
review of the matter.  The home team must report such incidents immediately 
following the game to the Sports Committee Chair and the Executive Director. 

 
f.     Scouting 

 
League coaches are prohibited from providing written or verbal scouting reports to non-
League teams. [May 2000] 

 
2. Sports Committee 
 

Note: General League Sports Committee information is found in Section V.B.3 in this Manual. 
 

The annual head coaches’ meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 24, 2008 in the 
Patriot League office. 

 
3. League Championship   
 

General League Championship sports regulations are found in Section XV and the Patriot 
League Championship Manual. 

 
a. Date and Site 

 
The Championship shall be conducted at the sight of the highest seeded team on the 
second weekend in May each year.   
 
If the final round of the Championship conflicts with either of the participating team’s 
final exams and/or graduation, the Championship dates may be changed by a 
unanimous vote of the two involved institutions. [February 2008]  
 
The Championship final series will not begin without a minimum of a four (4) day rest 
period for each team between the semi-final and final round, unless otherwise agreed 
upon by the institutions involved in the final series. [February 2008] 

 
b. Format  
 

Beginning in 2008, the Championship shall be conducted with a four-team (4) field over 
a two-weekend (2) format.  The two (2) higher seeds will host the first round “best of 
three” series (#1 vs #4 and #2 vs #3).  The Championship “best of three” series will be 
played at the site of the highest seed remaining.  All games will be 9 inning games with 
doubleheaders being played on the first day and single games being played on the 
second day.  (Higher seed will pick jersey color for game three during both weekends).  
The Championship will be played on the second and third weekend in May. [February 
2007]  
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b. Championship Participation 

 
The top four teams, as determined by regular-season standings, will participate in the 
Championship. [February 2007]  In the event of a two-way or multiple-team tie, refer to 
the Patriot League tie-breaking procedure listed in Section XV. [June 2002] 

 
c. Officials 

 
Officials are assigned by the Patriot League in conjunction with the ECAC. 

 
d. Dugout 

 
The higher-seeded team shall occupy the home-team dugout and take infield and batting 
practice first. [February 2006] 

 
4. NCAA Championship 
 

The champion of the Patriot League receives an automatic bid to the NCAA Championship. 
 

5. Awards 
 

a. General Award Information 
i. Rotating championship trophy 
ii. Individual trophy for team champion to retain 
iii. Trophies for Player and Pitcher of the Year 
iv. Plaques for Rookie and Coach of the Year 
v. Certificates for Player, Pitcher and Rookie of the Week 
vi. Certificates for 1st Team All-League and 2nd Team All-League 

  vii.   Trophy for Tournament MVP 
  viii.   Trophy for Runner-up 
 

b. All-League Team 
 

i. 24-member All-League team (12 first-team/12 second-team) selected by head 
coaches.  Each team to consist of: catcher (1), first baseman (1), second baseman 
(1), shortstop (1), third baseman (1), designated hitter (1), outfielders (3), 
starting pitchers  (2) and relief pitcher (1). 

  ii. Player, Pitcher, Rookie and Coach of the Year selected by head coaches. 
 
 c. Championship Awards 
 

i. Tournament MVP is selected by the tournament staff.  The winning coach will 
be consulted in this process. 

 
ii. The All-Tournament team will be an 11-member team consisting of (5) student-

athletes from the Championship team, four (4) student-athletes from the runner-
up and two (2) from the other semi-final team.  Each member of the All-
Tournament Team is selected by their respective coach and will be announced 
during the Championship awards ceremony.  [May 2006] 
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d. Weekly Awards 

     
  Player, Pitcher and Rookie of the Week are selected by the League media relations  
  staff.
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B. BASKETBALL, MEN’S 
 
1. Regular-Season 
 

Note: General League regular-season sports regulations are found in Section XIV in this 
Manual.  These regulations are intended to supplement NCAA rules and regulations as 
prescribed in Bylaw 17 of the NCAA Manual. 

 
a. Scheduling 

 
i. Each institution shall play one (1) home and one (1) away contest against all  

participating League members. 
ii. The game management practices of each institution shall be written and 

distributed to all League members prior to the beginning of the Patriot League 
regular-season. [June 1998] 

iii. Mid-week games should start no later than 7 p.m., unless mutually agreed 
otherwise.  Start times earlier than 7:30 p.m. are encouraged. [June 2001]  Mid-
week double-headers may be scheduled provided the institutions involved agree 
to do so.  A minimum of 2 hours and 45 minutes is recommended between 
posted game times for a double-header and 3 hours if the second game is on TV. 

iv. Saturday games should start between 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.  Sunday games are to 
start no later than 3 p.m.  Game times may be changed by mutual agreement if 
there are home event management or television reasons that dictate a change. 
[June 2001, revised June 2002, revised May 2004]  For any scheduled 
doubleheader, institutions will establish a set time for the second game to begin 
and ensure sufficient warm-up time for involved teams. 

v. If a regularly scheduled Patriot League game must be moved in order to 
accommodate the Patriot League television package, other League games will 
not be moved unless one of the involved teams in the TV game would play on 
the road with less than two days off between games. [May 2007] 

vi. For all League games, all involved teams (including coaches) are to remain on 
the court for the playing of the National Anthem.  The Anthem will be played 
immediately prior to the introduction of the teams. [May 2007] 

vii. No games may be scheduled on the Sunday prior to the start of the Patriot 
League Championship.  [February 2007] 

viii. Any games postponed because of inclement weather or for other reasons must 
be completed by no later than the Monday prior to the Patriot League 
Tournament. 

ix. Beginning in 2007-08, institutions are not permitted to schedule any non-
Division I opponents. [May 2007] 

 
b. Participant Squad Size 

 
Participant squad sizes shall be limited to fifteen (15) participants for visiting teams 
during the regular-season and all teams during the Patriot League Championship. There 
are no squad size limitations for the home institution in regular-season competition 
only.  
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c. Officials 
 

i. All regular-season and Championship officials will be assigned by the Patriot 
League Coordinator of Officials. 

 
ii. Travel and per diem costs of officials for all Patriot League contests will be 

shared at the conclusion of each season.  The League office will coordinate. 
 

d. Equipment 
The Anaconda MG-4000-SK-PL basketball is the official ball for all regular-season 
Patriot League games. [June 2001] 

 
e. Scouting 

 
Videotapes of Patriot League games shall not be exchanged with non-League schools. 
[June 1996] 

 
i. Tape-Exchange Policy [June 1996] 

 
a. A school may request four tapes from each League member during the 

regular season. [May 2006] 
b. Tapes should be requested at least 10 days prior to the game between 

your team and the team from which you requested the tape. 
c. Tapes must be sent out within two business days after a game is 

requested and/or played [February 2006]. 
d. All games must be recorded on new tapes. 
e. Tapes should not be sent through other schools (routed), but should be 

sent directly to the requesting school. 
                           
  ii. Tournament Tape-Exchange Policy  
 
   A school may request one tape from only its quarterfinal Patriot League  

Tournament opponent.  Game tape from the quarterfinal game will be sent to the 
school’s semifinal opponent.  Game tape from the semifinal game will be sent to 
the school’s final opponent.  All tapes should be sent overnight within one 
business day after the game is played. [May 2006] 

 
f. Complimentary Tickets 

     
  A maximum of sixty (60) complimentary tickets are to be allotted, at no charge, to the  
  visiting team for each League game.  [May 2005] 

 
g. Television 

 
i. For Patriot League produced telecasts, the League reserves the right to place a 

sponsor’s banner on the host institution’s scorer’s table. 
ii. For any Patriot League produced television package, each member institution is 

guaranteed a minimum of at least one (1) appearance. [June 1997] 
iii. Time between doubleheaders will be reduced to 25 minutes when one or both 

games are being televised. 
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h. Marketing 
 

i. Each institution must have a full-set of Patriot League member institutions’ team 
banners displayed at their home court. 

ii. Each institution must have Patriot League logo displayed at their home court on 
both sides. 

iii. If an official title sponsor is established for the Patriot League Basketball 
Championship, the sponsor’s name must be used in all references to the event in 
the member institution’s printed materials. 

iv. Additional guidelines and marketing initiatives can be found in the Identity 
Guidelines. [May 2001] 

 
i. Radio 

 
Every effort must be made to provide equal accommodations to the official radio 
stations for the home and visiting teams. [May 1994] 

 
2. Sports Committee 
 

Note: General League Sports Committee information is found in Section V.B.3 in this manual. 
 
The annual head coaches’ meeting will be held on Thursday, April 9, 2009 in the Patriot 
League office. 

 
3. League Championship 
 

League Championship sports regulations can be found in Section XV and the Patriot League 
Basketball Tournament and Championship Handbook. 
 
a. Date and Site 
 

The Patriot League Basketball Tournament shall be played in three rounds with the 
quarterfinals being at the site of the four higher seeds (#1 vs #8, #2 vs #7, #3 vs #6 and 
#4 vs #5) and the semifinals being at the site of the two higher seeds remaining.  The 
Championship game shall be played at the site of the highest remaining seed.  [May 
2006] 

 
b. Sport Specific Tie-Breaker 

 
i. In the event of a two-way or multiple team tie, refer to the Patriot League tie-

breaking procedure listed in Section XV. [June 2002] 
ii. If a tie still exists, the League office will use the RPI according to the Collegiate 

Basketball News published on the day (or the next day that a report is available) 
following the final regular-season League game to determine the higher seeded 
team.  (Note: If a game must be postponed for any reason, the first CBN RPI 
calculated following the conclusion of that game will be used.)  The team with 
the higher RPI will receive the higher seed and the opportunity to host the 
tournament final (should the team advance to the championship game).   
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c.     Equipment 

 
The Anaconda MG-4000-SK-PL basketball will be the official ball for the Patriot 
League Basketball Tournament and Championship game. [June 2001] 

 
d. Game Management 

 
Game management of all games of the Championship, including the final game, are 
reviewed and approved by the Patriot League office.  The League office must designate  
areas that equalize the arena so equity for all participating teams, including player bench 
placement, band placement, student cheering sections, etc., must be regulated and 
approved by the League office.  The League office, with home management will 
enforce the Patriot League “Code of Conduct”.  Inappropriate language, signage or fan 
behavior may result in ejection from arena. [June 1998] 

 
4. NCAA Championship 
 

a. The champion of the Patriot League receives an automatic bid to the NCAA 
Championship. 

 
5. Awards 
 

a. General Award Information 
i. Rotating championship trophy 
ii. Individual trophy for team champion to retain 
iii. Trophy for Player of the Year and Defensive Player of the Year 
iv. Plaques for Rookie and Coach of the Year 
v. Certificates for Player and Rookie of the Week 
vi. Certificates for All-League and All-Rookie teams 
vii. Trophies for Tournament MVP and All-Tournament selections 
viii.  Trophy for team runner-up 

 
Coaches select an All-League team, Player of the Year, Defensive Player of the Year, 
Rookie of the Year and Coach of the Year. 

 
b. All-League Team/All-Rookie Team 

 
i. The All-League team will consist of a First and Second team of five (5) players 

each, and is not restricted by position.   
ii. The All-Rookie team will consist of five (5) players, each of whom must meet 

freshman status. 
iii. The method of selection for the All-League and All-Rookie teams is as follows: 

a. A coach may not vote for his own players. 
b. Coaches must complete a nomination form and return it to the League office 

on the Monday of the last week of the regular season.  The League office 
will then produce a ballot for the coaches to make their final selections. 

c. All ballots must be returned to the League office by 6 p.m. on the day of the 
last regular-season game. 
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d. The teams will be acknowledged at the awards banquet held in conjunction 
with the League tournament. 

 
c. All-Tournament Team 

 
A five (5) member All-Tournament Team and a Tournament MVP will be selected at 
the conclusion of the Tournament.  
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C. BASKETBALL, WOMEN’S 
 
1. Regular-Season 
 

Note: General League Regular Season sports regulations are found in Section XIV in this 
Manual.  These regulations are intended to supplement NCAA rules and regulations as 
prescribed in Bylaw 17 of the NCAA Manual. 

 
a. Scheduling 

 
i. Each institution shall play one (1) home and one (1) away contest against all 

participating League members. 
ii. The game management practices of each institution shall be written and 

distributed to all League members prior to the beginning of the Patriot League 
regular-season. [June 1998] 

iii. Mid-week games should start no later than 7 p.m., unless mutually agreed 
otherwise.  Start times earlier than 7:30 p.m. are encouraged. [June 2001]  Mid-
week double-headers may be scheduled provided the institutions involved agree 
to do so.  A minimum of 2 hours and 45 minutes is recommended between 
posted game times for a double-header and 3 hours if the second game is on TV. 

iv. Saturday games should start between 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.  Sunday games are to 
start no later than 3 p.m.  Game times can be changed by mutual agreement if 
there are home event management or television reasons that dictate a change. 
[June 2001, revised June 2002, revised May 2004]  For any scheduled double-
header, institutions will establish a set time for the second game to begin and 
ensure sufficient warm-up time for involved teams. 

v. If a regularly scheduled Patriot League game must be moved in order to 
accommodate the Patriot League television package, other League games will 
not be moved unless one of the involved teams in the TV game would play on 
the road with less than two days off between games. [May 2007] 

vi. For all League games, all involved teams (including coaches) are to remain on 
the court for the playing of the National Anthem.  The Anthem will be played 
immediately prior to the introduction of the teams. [May 2007] 

vii. Any games postponed because of inclement weather or for other reasons must 
be completed by no later than the Monday prior to the Patriot League 
Tournament. 

viii. Beginning in 2007-08, institutions are not permitted to schedule any non-
Division I opponents. [May 2007] 

 
b. Participant Squad Size 

 
Participant squad sizes shall be limited to fifteen (15) participants for visiting teams 
during the regular season and all teams during the Patriot League Championship.  There 
are no squad size limitations for the home institution in regular-season competition 
only. 

 
c. Officials 

 
i. All regular-season and Championship officials will be assigned by the Patriot 

League Coordinator of Officials. 
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ii. Travel and per diem costs of officials for all Patriot League contests will be 
shared at the conclusion of each season.  The League office will coordinate. 

 
d. Equipment 

 
The Baden Lexum BX6E basketball will be the official ball for all regular-season 

0   games.  [June 2006]  

e.  Rules and Regulations 
 

Any basketball student-athlete who transfers from one Patriot League institution to 
another must sit out two seasons before being eligible to play.  However, if the student-
athlete receives an NCAA waiver of the one-year residency requirement, the League 
basketball transfer rule will be waived. [June 1999] 

 
f. Scouting  

 
Videotapes of Patriot League games shall not be exchanged with non-League 
institutions. 

 
i. Tape-Exchange Policy [June 1998, revised May 2003, revised May 2006] 

a). A school may request any two games, League or non-League, from a 
member institution. [June, 2002] Copies of League games televised as 
part of the Patriot League television package may be requested from the 
League office without counting against the two-tape limit.[May 2000] 

b). Requests must be made no later than December 20. 
c). Requested game tape should be sent out via overnight mail on the next 

business day after a game is contested.  (Note: this revision would be 
approved for one year with the understanding that digital tape exchange 
would be explored for as early as 2009-10.) [May 2008] 

d). All games must be recorded on high-quality, first generation tapes at 
slow speed. 

e). Each game tape must have sound, show the score and clock periodically, 
and show the ball and entire area of play (including out-of-bounds play). 

f).     Exchanges should involve recorded tapes only - blank tapes (for 
dubbing) should never be sent. 

g). Verbal and written scouting reports of Patriot League teams are 
prohibited. [June 1998] 

 
ii. Tournament Tape-Exchange Policy  

Tapes may be exchanged between the teams playing in the Championship game. 
Tapes will be exchanged when the traveling team arrives in town for the 
Championship game. [February 2006] 

 
g. Complimentary Tickets 

 
A maximum of sixty (60) complimentary tickets are to be allotted, at no charge, to the 
visiting team for each League game.  [May 2005] 
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h. Television, Marketing and Radio 
 

i. Television 
a). For Patriot League produced telecasts, the League reserves the right to 

place a sponsor’s banner on the host institution’s scorer’s table. 
b). For any Patriot League produced television package, every effort will be 

made to televise a minimum of two (2) regular season and two (2) 
tournament games. 

c).    The time-line for time-outs for televised games will be consistent 
throughout the regular season and the Patriot League Tournament. [June 
2001] 

 
ii. Marketing 
 

a). Each institution must have a full-set of Patriot League member 
institutions’ team banners displayed at their home court. 

b). Each institution must have Patriot League logo displayed at their home 
court on both sides. 

c). If an official title sponsor is established for the Patriot League Basketball 
Championship, the sponsor’s name must be used in all references to the 
event in the member institution’s printed materials. 

d).     Additional guidelines and marketing initiatives can be found in the 
Identity Guidelines. [May 2001] 

 

iii. Radio 
Every effort must be made to provide equal accommodations to the official radio 
stations for the home and visiting teams. [May 1994] 

 

2. Sports Committee 
 

Note: General League Sports Committee information is found in Section V.B.3 in this Manual. 
 

The annual head coaches’ meeting will be held on Monday, April 13, 2009 in the Patriot 
League office. 

 
3. League Championship 
 

a. Date and site 
 

The Patriot League Basketball Tournament shall be played at a pre-determined site 
(Lehigh in 2009 and Holy Cross in 2010) with all eight (8) teams participating.  The 
Championship game will be played at the site of the highest remaining seed.  [May 
2006] 

 
b. Tickets 
 

Each institution (other than the host) is required to purchase $1,500 worth of tickets for 
the Patriot League Women’s Basketball Tournament.   
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c. Tie-Breaking Procedure - Sport Specific 
 

i. In the event of a two-way or multiple team tie, refer to the Patriot League tie- 
  breaking procedure listed in Section XV. [June 2002]   

ii. If a tie still exists, the League office will use the R.P.I. according to the 
Collegiate Basketball News Women’s R.P.I. Report published on the day 
following the final regular-season League game to determine the higher-seeded 
team (or the next day that the report is available).  (Note: If a game must be 
postponed for any reason, the first Women’s R.PI. Report rankings calculated 
following the conclusion of that game will be used.)  The team with the higher 
RPI will receive the higher seed and the opportunity to host the tournament final 
(should the team advance to the championship game).    

 
d. Equipment 

 
The Baden Lexum BX6E basketball will be the official ball of the Patriot League 
Basketball Tournament and Championship game. [June 2005] 

 
e. Game Management 

 
Game management of all games of the Championship, including the final game, are 
reviewed and approved by the Patriot League office.  The League office must designate 
areas that equalize the arena so equity for all participating teams, including player bench 
placement, band placement, student cheering sections, etc., must be regulated and 
approved by the League office.  The League office, with home management will 
enforce the Patriot League “Code of Conduct.”  Inappropriate language, signage or fan 
behavior may result in ejection from arena. [June 1998] 

 

4. NCAA Championship 
The champion of the Patriot League receives an automatic bid to the NCAA Championship. 
 

5. Awards 
 

a. General Award Information 
i. Rotating championship trophy 
ii. Individual trophy for team champion to retain 
iii. Trophy for Player of the Year and Defensive Player of the Year 
iv. Plaques for Rookie and Coach of the Year 
v. Certificates for Player and Rookie of the Week 
vi. Certificates for All-League and All-Rookie teams 
vii. Trophies for Tournament MVP and All-Tournament selections 
viii.  Trophy for team runner-up 

 

Coaches select an All-League team, Player of the Year, Defensive Player of the Year, 
Rookie of the Year and Coach of the Year 
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b. All League Team/All-Rookie Team 
 
i. The All-League team will consist of a First and Second team of five (5) players 

each, and is not restricted by position.   
ii. The All-Rookie team will consist of five (5) players, each of whom must meet 

freshman status. 
iii. The method of selection for the All-League and All-Rookie teams is as follows: 

a. A coach may not vote for his own players. 
b. Coaches must complete a nomination form and return it to the League office 

on the Monday of the last week of the regular season.  The League office 
will then produce a ballot for the coaches to make their final selections. 

c. All ballots must be returned to the League office by 6 p.m. on the day of the 
last regular-season game. 

d. The teams will be acknowledged at the awards banquet held in conjunction 
with the League tournament. 

 
 c. All-Tournament Team 

A five (5) member All-Tournament Team and a Tournament MVP will be selected. 
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D. CROSS COUNTRY, MEN’S AND WOMEN’S 
 
1. Regular-Season 
 

a. Scheduling 
 

There is no regular-season League scheduling requirement. 
 
2. Sports Committee 
 

Note: General League Sports Committee information is found in Section V.B.3 in this Manual. 
 

a. The annual head coaches’ meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 10, 2008 in 
the Patriot League office. 

b. The Cross Country Sports Committee is composed of eight (8) coaches, one from each 
institution.  Coaches from an institution involved in an appeal will not participate in 
decisions surrounding that appeal. [February 2006] 

c. Men and women’s coaches are selected as the Committee’s Chair on a rotating basis. 
d. Coaches’ Organization 

i. Serve as chair of the Sports Committee; 
ii. Serve as liaison to Patriot League Athletic Directors’ Administrative liaison 

and/or Patriot League Executive Director; 
iii. President of the coaches association will serve as chair with two men’s and two 

women’s coaches.  Only one coach from a school may be on Sports Committee 
in a given year.  When this is not possible, the above rule may be waived.  
Elected by the coaches and serve two years, June 1 to May 31; and 

iv. This position should be rotated between a men and women’s coach. 
 

3. League Championship 
 

a. Participant Squad Size  
 

Participant squad sizes shall be limited to twelve (12) participants per gender for all 
teams during the Patriot League Championship.  

 
Date and Site 

 
i. The championship is scheduled for the Saturday two (2) weeks prior to the 

NCAA Regional Meet. 
ii. Men’s championship course shall be 8000 meters; women’s championship 

course shall be 6000 meters.   
iii. The site rotates among Colgate, Lafayette and Lehigh. [February 2006] 
iii. If a school chooses not to host the meet when scheduled, the alphabetical 

rotation will move to the next school in line.  Determination will be made one 
year in advance. 

  
c. Rules and Regulations 

 
i. The Championship race starts no later than 1:30 p.m. 
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ii. The men’s and women’s race schedule should follow the NCAA rotation. 
iii. NCAA rules govern except when superceded by Patriot League rules. 
iv. The course must be properly measured and marked, as prescribed by NCAA 

Rules. 
v. A properly marked official should be stationed at any location where there is 

any possibility of the runners’ getting lost. 
vi. Provisions should be made for a quick score. 
vii. Appeals 

a). The meet referee handles all written appeals. 
b). The Cross Country Sports Committee is composed of eight (8) coaches, 

one from each institution.  Coaches from an institution involved in an 
appeal will not participate in decisions surrounding that appeal. 
[February 2006]They may overrule the meet referee.  They may not alter 
NCAA or Patriot League rules. 

 
 d. Officials 
 

The host institution is required to secure three (3) additional officials, not including the 
Cross Country official, to serve as a jury of appeals.  Note:  It is recommended that one 
of these 3 individuals be the Sports Management Committee Administrative Liaison for  
Cross Country and Track and Field, if possible. [February 2008] 

 
4. Awards 
 

a. General Award Information 
 

i. Rotating championship trophy 
ii. Individual trophy for team champion to retain 
iii. Trophy for Outstanding Athlete 
iv. Plaque for Coach of the Year and Rookie of the Year. 
v. Medals for the 2nd-through 10th-place runners at the championship meet 
vi. Certificates for All-League team 
vii.   Certificate for Runner of the Week and Rookie of the Week.  
viii.   Trophy for runner-up 

 
b. All-League Team 

 
i. Fourteen-member All-League Team (The first seven finishers are named to the 

First team, and eighth through 14th place are named to Second team). In case of 
tie (i.e. tie for seventh place, both runners would be named to First team, and the 
ninth through 14th-place finishers are named to the Second team). 

ii. Medals shall be awarded to all student-athletes earning First and Second Team 
All-Patriot League recognition (14 total). [February 2008] 

iii. Coach of the Year selected by head coaches at the League championship. 
 

c. Championship Awards  
  

The top male and female finisher in each League championship meet is recognized as 
the Outstanding Athlete for Cross Country.  The top male and female freshman finisher 
in each League Championship meet is recognized as the Rookie of the Year for Cross 
Country. 
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 d.    Weekly Awards 
     

A Runner of the Week and Rookie of the Week [February 2007] selected by League 
media relations staff. 
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E. FIELD HOCKEY 
 

1. Regular-Season 
 

Note: General League regular-season sports regulations are found in Section XIV in this 
Manual.  These regulations are intended to supplement NCAA rules and regulations as 
prescribed in Bylaw 17 of the NCAA Manual. 

 
a. Scheduling 

 
Each institution shall play one (1) contest against all participating League members. 

 
b. Participant Squad Size 

 
Participant squad sizes shall be limited to twenty-two (22) participants for visiting 
teams during the regular season and all teams during the Patriot League Championship.  
There are no squad size limitations for the home institution in regular-season 
competition only. 

 
c. Equipment 

 
Acceptable ball colors are white and orange (home team selects color in the regular 
season and higher seed selects color at the championships). [June 1999] 
 
Penn-Monto is the official ball of the Patriot League Championship.  

 
d. Officials 

 
All regular-season and Championship officials will be assigned by the Patriot League 
Coordinator of Officials. 

 
e. Rules and Regulations 

 
i. It is the responsibility of the home institution to be certain before game time that 

the following conditions are met: 
 

a). Two (2) officials are procured for the game. 
b). A timing device and qualified timekeeper are present and visible. 
c).   A scorekeeper and official scorebook are provided. 
d). At a minimum twelve (12) balls are ready for use in the game. [February 

2006]  Each ball retriever should have a ball while the game ball is in 
play. 

e). It is recommended that four (4) persons be present to act as ball 
retrievers. [February 2006] 

f).   Provide four-dozen (48) game quality balls to the visiting institution for 
pre-game warm-ups. [March 2003] 

g). Captains will be called at the 7-minute mark prior to the game. [February 
2008] 
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ii. Any team which fails to meet a scheduled game forfeits the contest, and the 
opposing team is awarded the victory with the score of 1-0. 

iii. All games to be counted for Championship eligibility must be played by the 
Saturday prior to the League championship tournament, unless otherwise 
determined by the League office. 

iv. In-season League games ending in ties are broken in accordance with NCAA 
Field Hockey Championship procedures. 

v. Only games of two (2) full 35-minute halves are counted for selection purposes. 
 

f. Field Requirements 
 

i. Rules for Grass and Turf Surfaces 
 

a). The grass should be cut, as needed or on the last business day prior to the 
game, and be no longer than 1-1/4 inch in height, as recommended by 
the NCAA. 

b). Cutting of the grass must be finished in time for pre-game, which is one 
hour prior to game time. 

c). For grass and turf surfaces, the 25-yard line should be clearly marked on 
the field according to latest NCAA Field Hockey Rules Modifications. 

d). If an institution waters its game field, it must be watered and ready for 
warm-ups sixty (60) minutes prior to the start of the game. [February 
2006] 

 
ii. Recommendations for Grass and Turf Surfaces 

 
a). The grass should be rolled, as needed or on the last business day prior to 

the game, and freshly lined to insure a smooth playing surface and one 
that is clearly marked. 

b). The turf field should be swept or vacuumed on game day, if necessary. 
c). The grass field should be cut consistently throughout the week to avoid 

grass cuttings left on the surface on game day. 
d). Severe divots should be filled in when necessary. [June 1996] 

 
2. Sports Committee 
 

Note: General League Sports Committee information is found in Section V.B.3 in this Manual. 
 

The annual head coaches’ meeting will be held on TBD. 
 
3. League Championship 
 

Note: General League Championship sports regulations are found in Section XV and Page 42 
of the Championship Manual. 

 
a. Date and Site 

 
The Championship is scheduled for the Saturday and Sunday prior to NCAA selection 
at the site of the highest seed.  If the Patriot League participates in a play-in game, the 
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Championship is scheduled for Friday and Saturday with the banquet being held on 
Thursday night.  Practice is permitted the day prior to the Championship, provided the 
facility is available and it does not begin before noon.  [February 2007] 
 

b. Championship Participation 
 

i.  The top four teams, as determined by the regular-season standings, will 
participate in the championship. 

  
ii.    In the event of a two-way or multiple team tie, refer to the Patriot League tie-

breaking procedure listed in Section XV. [June 2002] 
    
  iii. Sport Specific Tie-Breaking Procedure 
 
   a.) comparison of records versus out-of-League common opponents;  

b.) comparison of winning percentages (Division I opponents only); 
c.) goal differential between the tied teams (capping at +/- 4 goals); 
d.) goal differential between tied teams in all League games (capping at +/- 

4 goals). [February 2008] 
 

c. Format and Game Times 
 

The format is as follows:  
#1 seed plays #4 (first game) 
#2 seed plays #3 (second game). [June 1999] 

 
The game times are as follows: 
Saturday: 11 a.m. is the preferred start time for game #1 

    2 p.m. is the preferred start time for game #2 
(Preferred times are 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. with a guaranteed 45-minute 
warm-up for game #2 competitors) [February 2006] 

Sunday: Championship game must begin between 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. [February 
2006] 

Stick checks are to be performed 45 minutes prior to the start of the game.  Captains 
will be called at the 7-minute mark prior to the game for all Championship games.  
[February 2008] 

 
d. Officials 

 
i. Coaches shall submit a list of preferred and non-preferred officials for the next 

season’s championship as soon after the end of the season as possible but no 
later than December 15. [June 1999] 

ii. Six (6) officials are to be secured by the assignor contracted by the League 
office.  These officials should represent the best-qualified officials available to 
staff the championship.  Further, two (2) officials from each region (PA/NJ and 
NY/MA/CT) should be assigned when geographic diversity can be attained 
without sacrificing quality.  The recommendations provided by coaches through 
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the List of Preferred Officials submitted each spring will be used to the greatest 
extent possible. [May 2000] 

iii. Officials are to be paid by the host institution. 
 

e. Friday Practice 
 

Each participating team has the right to privacy during the team’s entire practice unless 
otherwise agreed upon by all involved coaches. [May 2000] 

 
4. NCAA Championship 

The champion of the Patriot League receives an automatic bid to the NCAA Championship. 
 

5. Awards  
 

a. General Award Information 
 

i. Rotating championship trophy 
ii. Individual trophy for team champion to retain 
iii. Trophies for Offensive, Defensive and Goalkeeper of the Year 
iv. Plaques for Rookie and Coach of the Year 
v. Certificates for Offensive and Defensive Player and Rookie of the Week 
vi. Certificates for All-League teams 
x. Trophy for Tournament MVP  
xi. Trophy for team runner-up 
ix.   The All-League Team will be announced to the media before the banquet, while 

the major awards will be announced at the banquet.  [June 2005] 
 

b. All-League Team (refer to section XII. Awards in Administrative Policy) 
 

i. 22-member All-League team (11 first-team/11 second-team) selected by head 
coaches.   

ii. Offensive, Defensive, Goalkeeper, Rookie and Coach of the Year selected by 
head coaches. 

iii. Each coach votes for twenty-two (22) players by placing a “1” beside the name 
of each 11 players for first-team and a “2” beside the name of each 11players for 
second-team of whom she is voting. 

iv.   Voting is not restricted by position, except that one (1) first-team vote and one 
(1) second team vote for goalkeepers must be cast. 

iv. A coach may not vote for his/her own players. 
v. An open ballot procedure will be used.  [February 2007] 

 
b. Championship Awards 

 
i. Tournament MVP selected by tournament staff.  The winning coach will be 

consulted in this process. 
 

ii. All-Tournament Team 
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11-member All-Tournament team consisting of four (4) student-athletes from 
the Championship team, three (3) student-athletes from the runner-up and two 
(2) from each of the other semifinal teams.  Each member of the All-
Tournament Team is selected by their respective coach and will be announced 
during the Championship awards ceremony.  [May 2006] 

 
d. Weekly Awards 

 
Offensive and Defensive Player, Goalkeeper and Rookie of the Week selected by  
League media relations staff. [February 2006] 
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F. FOOTBALL 
 
1. Regular-Season 
 

Note: General League regular-season sports regulations are found in Section XIV in this 
Manual.  These regulations are intended to supplement NCAA rules and regulations as 
prescribed in Bylaw 17 of the NCAA Manual. 

 
a. Scheduling 

 
i. Each institution plays one (1) contest against all participating League members. 
ii. Sites for the contests alternate home/away over a two-year period. 
iii. The total allowable number of regular season games (and scrimmages) is 11.  A 

12th game is permissible in years when it is legislated under NCAA bylaws and 
when an institution is presented with a desirable competitive opportunity. [June 
2001] 

iv.      All League games will be played on Saturday afternoon unless both institutions 
involved agree to a different time.  Game time after daylight savings time should 
be not later than 12:30 p.m., unless the host institution has lights. [May 2000] 

 
b. Participant Squad Size 

 
Participant squad sizes shall be limited to fifty-eight (58) participants dressed for 
competition.  It is an institutional decision to travel more than 58 with exceptions 
limited to seniors and injured players.  [June 1996, revised May 2003] There are no 
squad size limitations for the home institution in regular-season competition only. 

 
c. Officials 

 
Football officials are assigned by the Patriot League Coordinator’s of Officials.  As long 
as officials’ fees are established as a flat rate to include game fee, per diem and travel, 
no cost sharing will be necessary. 

 
d. Rules and Regulations 

 
i. Tape Exchange [May 1995] 

 
a). Tapes of all games will be exchanged and provided on first-generation 

tapes. 
b). All games will be exchanged eleven days (Tuesday) prior to the contest 

and the most recent game played will be exchanged on the Sunday prior 
to the contest. 

c). All games will be exchanged on a wide-tight intercut.  The exchange will 
consist of continuous coverage of Offense, Defense and the Kicking 
Game on separate tapes.  The kicking tape will include punt, punt return, 
kickoff coverage, kickoff return, FG and PAT.  (“Tight” is defined as 
having from the TE to the TE in the picture and taken from the end zone.  
“Wide” is defined as seeing all 22 players and taken from a side line.) 
[June 1999] 
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d). All special team plays must be grouped by type (e.g., punts, punt returns, 
field goals, kickoff returns, etc.) on the exchanged tapes. 

e). Visiting teams may request a copy of the end zone tape following the 
game. 

f). Institutions are expected to send play-by-plays of each game to all 
League opponents and game programs from the three previous games to 
each opponent. [June 1998] 

g). Teams are not allowed to distribute League games to non-League teams 
unless it is in a direct exchange. 

 
ii. Tie-Breaking Procedures 
 

In accordance with NCAA playing rules, ties in League games shall be broken 
according to NCAA tie-breaking procedures.  All games not completed during 
overtime will be terminated.  The final score of these games shall be the final 
score at the last point that teams had an equal number of scoring opportunities. 
[July 1996] 

 
iii. Head Sets 

 
All member institutions are required to provide the visitors with five headsets on 
the field and four in the coaching box that are of equal quality to those used by 
the home team.  If headphones stop working on one side of the field, officials 
should be notified.  The officials will require the opposing coaching staff to 
discontinue use of the same number of headphones until the malfunction is 
corrected.  Once headphones are back in working order, the officials must be 
notified immediately in order that full use can be resumed by the opposing team.  
[May 2000] 

 
e. Game Management [May 2007] 

 
i. Pre-Game Warm-Up Protocol 

 
One hour prior to the start of the game, the warm-up area will be formatted in 
the L-shape with the long side on the side of each team’s bench. The end zones 
are to be determined by the home team.  Kickers are permitted to use the other 
half of the field to warm-up until 60 minutes prior to the start of the game. 

 
ii. Host Administration Jurisdiction 

 
For all League games, up to 60 minutes prior to kick-off the decision to delay 
the start of the game or postpone the game until the next day will rest with the 
host institution’s administration and in consultation with the administration of 
the visiting team and the Executive Director of the League office. 
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iii. Officials’ Jurisdiction 
 

The officials’ jurisdiction begins 60 minutes before the scheduled kick-off and 
ends when the referee determines the score to be final. 

 
iv. Postponed/Delayed Games 

 
Prior to the start of a game, in the event that the game cannot be played on its 
scheduled day or rescheduled to the next day, a decision to postpone the game to 
a weekday or cancel the game should be made by the Athletic Directors of both 
institutions and the Executive Director of the League.  Every reasonable effort 
will be made to play the game on its scheduled day or the next day. 

 
v. Suspended Games 

 
Subsequent to the start of a game, if the officials declare the game suspended 
due to inclement weather and/or unplayable field conditions, the following 
procedures will be followed: 

 
 1. If fewer than three quarters of the game have been completed, the game 

will be resumed as soon as possible on the same day, conditions 
permitting.  Games postponed to another day will not start any later than 
the originally scheduled kick-off time, unless mutually agreed upon by 
both institutions. 

 
 2. If a game is suspended after the completion of the third quarter, and 

cannot be resumed on the same day, the game shall be declared complete 
for the purpose of League standings. 

 
 3. If a game is tied at the end of the third quarter, and cannot be resumed on 

the same day, the game will be resumed the next day, conditions 
permitting. 

 
4. In the event that the game cannot be resumed on the next day, a decision 

to postpone the game to a weekday or cancel the game should be made 
by the Athletic Directors of both institutions and the Executive Director 
of the League.  Every reasonable effort will be made to play the game on 
its scheduled day or the next day. 

 
f. Complimentary Tickets 

 
A maximum of two hundred-fifty (250) complimentary tickets are to be allotted, at no 
charge, to the visiting team for each League game. 

 
g.   Other 
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 i. Spring Practice 
 

a). Spring practice will be conducted under guidelines established by the 
NCAA. [June 1995] 

 
 ii. Preseason Squad Size 

 
a). See NCAA Bylaw 17.11.2.1.3 for preseason squad size limitations. 
b). If institution conducts a Junior Varsity program, a maximum of ninety-

eight (98) players are permitted to participate in pre-season football 
practices. [June 1996] 

c). This limit shall be in effect until the first day of classes. 
 
2. Sports Committee 
 

Note: General League Sports Committee information is found in Section V.B.3 in this Manual. 
 
The annual head coaches’ meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 17, 2009 in the Patriot 
League office. 

 
3. Determination of League Champion 

 
The League champion is determined on the basis of regular season competition with other  
League teams, as follows: 

 
  i. A win counts two (2) points 

ii. A tie counts one (1) point 
iii. The team with the highest number of points is the regular-season Patriot League  

Champion.  If two or more teams are tied for the most number of points, all tied teams 
will be declared Patriot League Champions. 

 
4. NCAA Championship 
 

a. The champion of the Patriot League receives an automatic bid to the NCAA 
Championship. 

 
b. Participation in the NCAA Football Championship Subdivision Championship is 

permitted. (Council, June 1995) 
 

        c. Tiebreaker for the Automatic Bid to the NCAA Championship 
 

i. In the event of a two-way or multiple team tie, refer to the Patriot League tie-
breaking procedure listed in Section XV. [June 2002] 

ii. If a tie still exists, a comparison of records against common out-of-league 
opponents will be made; 

iii.    If a tie still exists, a committee consisting of the athletics directors of each of the 
institutions not involved in the tie will make a final decision considering each of 
the following, in no particular order: 
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a). strength of schedule 
b). overall record 
c). computer rankings 
 

The committee will meet immediately following the conclusion of the final 
game of the season’s final weekend.  A three-fourths vote of the members of the  

   committee will be needed to determine the champion. 
5. Awards 
 

a. General Award Information 
 

i. Rotating championship trophy to be retained by NCAA automatic qualifier. 
ii. Individual trophy for team champion to retain 
iii. Trophies for Offensive and Defensive Player of the Year 
iv. Plaques for Rookie and Coach of the Year 
v. Certificates for Offensive, Defensive, Special Teams Player and Rookie of the 

Week 
vi. Certificates for All-League teams 

 
b. All-League Team [revised May 2007] 

 
i. 54-member All-League team selected by head coaches (14 first-team offense/13 

first-team defense; 14 second-team offense/13 second-team defense).  The 
offense will consist of one (1) quarterback, two (2) running backs, two (2) wide 
receivers, one (1) tight end, five (5) offensive linemen, one (1) 
fullback/halfback, one (1) place kicker and one (1) return specialist.  The 
defensive team will consist of four (4) defensive linemen, three (3) linebackers, 
four (4) defensive backs, one (1) linebacker and one (1) punter.  

ii. Offensive, Defensive, Rookie and Coach of the Year selected by head coaches. 
iii. The method of selection is as follows: 

    a). A coach may not vote for his own players. 
b). Coaches will submit a list of nominations to the League office in the 

order they would like the student-athletes to be considered (first listed is 
first choice, etc.).  

c). Nomination forms are due to the League office by 10 a.m. on the Friday 
of the last week of the regular-season.  The League office will then 
produce a ballot for the coaches to make their final selections. 

d). Voting will be conducted via rank order for each position. 
e). On the Monday morning following the regular-season, coaches must 

complete and return their final ballots by 10 a.m. 
iv. The teams will be released on the Tuesday morning following the regular-

season. 
 

c. Weekly Awards 
 

Offensive, Defensive, Special Teams Player, and Rookie of the Week selected by  
League media relations staff, sports information directors and media. 
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G. GOLF 
 
1. Regular-Season 
 

NOTE: General League regular-season sports regulations are found in Section XIV in this 
Manual.  These regulations are intended to supplement NCAA rules and regulations as 
prescribed in Bylaw 17 of the NCAA Manual. 

 
a. Scheduling 

 
There is no regular-season League scheduling requirement; however, League members 
are encouraged to schedule intra-League competition. 

 
b. Rules and Regulations 

 
United States Golf Association rules govern except when superseded by Patriot League 
rules. 

 
2. Sports Committee 
 

Note: General League Sports Committee information is found in Section V.B.3 in this Manual. 
 

An annual coaches’ meeting is to be held at the League Championship.  This meeting is 
scheduled for Friday April 24, 2009 at Army.   
 
The Rules Committee at the Patriot League Golf Championship will consist of League Coaches 
who are PGA Pros and the Host Pro.  [June 2002] 
 

3. League Championship 
 

Note: General League Championship sports regulations are found in Section XV and Page 47 
of the Patriot League Championship Manual. 

 
a. Date and Site 

 
i. The Championship is scheduled for the latest weekend in April based upon 

course availability. [June 1999] 
ii. The site will be rotated as follows: [May 2007] 

2008 Lehigh 
2009 Army 
2010 Colgate 
2011 Navy 
2012 Bucknell 
2013 Lehigh 

iii. The designation as host rotates between Army, Bucknell, Colgate, Lehigh and 
Navy.  Other member institutions may host the Championship if a course of 
suitable quality is secured. [June 2003] 
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b. Participant Squad Size 
 

Participant squad sizes shall be limited to seven (7) participants. 
 

c. Championship Participation 
Each participating team enters six (6) golfers in the tournament.  No substitutions will 
be permitted after the start of the Championship. [June 2001] 

 
d. Format [May 2006] 

 
i. The format is two (2) day, 54-hole tournament, with 36 holes of play scheduled 

on Saturday and 18 holes of play scheduled for Sunday.  The Monday following 
the Championship will be used as a make-up date only to finish a round of 18 
holes that has been started on Saturday or Sunday or to begin and finish a round 
of 18 holes if Saturday and Sunday were cancelled due to weather. [February 
2006] 

ii. After the first day, repairing will be done by total team scores first and 
individual scores within each team second. [May 2008] 

iii. If weather precludes a 54-hole tournament, a League Champion will be declared  
based on whatever number of completed 18 hole rounds are played over a two-
day period (minimum is 18 holes).  [February 2006] 

iv. A practice round is available on the day preceding the Championship. 
v. The individual Champion is determined by the low aggregate medal score for 54 

holes.  All individual ties for first place are decided by a sudden victory playoff 
following the final round of play. 

vi. Team scores consist of the low four (4) scores to be counted each round.  In case 
of a tie by two (2) or more teams, the champion is decided by a sudden-death 
play-off.  Weather and time permitting, all six golfers from each team tied for 
first place play an additional hole.  The best four of the six scores are counted 
with the lowest total winning the playoff.  If a tie still remains, the second hole 
will be played, etc.  If weather and time do not permit, a match of cards will be 
conducted.  It is the responsibility of the sport committee to rule on the 
feasibility of continuing with a playoff, but every attempt should be made to 
conduct one if possible. [June 1999]  If weather and time do not permit, a match 
of cards will be conducted. Final round fifth (5th) man scores will be compared. 
If a tie still exists, final round sixth (6th) man scores will be compared. If a tie 
still exists, second round fifth (5th) man scores will be compared, followed by 
second round sixth (6th) man scores. If a tie still exists, first round fifth (5th) man 
scores will be compared followed by first round sixth (6th) man scores. It is the 
responsibility of the sport committee to rule on the feasibility of continuing with 
a playoff, but every attempt should be made to conduct one if possible. If a 
playoff begins but cannot be completed, fifth (5th) man scores on the last hole 
completed will be compared. If a tie still exists, sixth (6th) man scores on the last 
hole completed will be compared. If a tie still exists a match of cards will be 
conducted as described above.  [June, 2002] 
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e. Rules and Regulations 
 

i. USGA rules govern except when superseded by Patriot League rules.  The on-
site professional has the authority to set up any special ground rules that should 
prevail, and also acts as the official rules interpreter. 

ii. Play is conducted in threesomes beginning at tee #1 unless determined otherwise 
by host institution.   

iii. A two-shot penalty is assessed for slow play, abusive language, and/or club 
throwing by a participant. 

iv. Participants are expected to dress appropriately for championship golf 
competition, including a shirt and/or sweater identifying the institution. 

v. Measuring devices are prohibited from being used during all competitive rounds 
of the Patriot League Championship. [May 2007] (Clarification: Measuring 
devices will be permitted for the Patriot League Championship immediately 
following an NCAA decision to allow measuring devices for the NCAA 
Championship.  May 2008) 

vi. Institutions to designate two (2) coaches to provide advice to participating 
student-athletes during all rounds of the Championship.  Designated coaches 
must be individuals designated by the institution as a head or assistant coach, a 
student assistant coach or a volunteer coach.  Non-participating student-athletes 
may not serve as a designated coach. [May 2008] 

 
4. Awards 
 

a. General Award Information 
 

i. Rotating championship trophy 
ii. Individual trophy for team champion to retain 
iii. Trophy for Most Valuable Player 
iv. Plaque for Coach of the Year and Rookie of the Year. 
v. Medals for second through tenth-place golfers at League championship 
vi. Certificates for All-League team 
vii.   Certificates for Golfers of the Month 
viii.   Trophy for team runner-up 

 
b. All-League Team 

 
i. 10-member All-League team (The first five finishers are named to the First 

team, and sixth through 10th place are named to Second team).  [In the case of a 
tie (e.g. tie for fifth place) both golfers would be named to first team, and 
the seventh through 10th-place finishers are named to the second team).] 

ii. Coach of the Year selected by head coaches. 
 

c. Championship Awards 
     

The Most Valuable Player is the top finisher at the League Championship.  The Rookie 
of the Year is the top freshman finisher at the League Championship.  

 
 d.   Monthly Awards 
     
  Golfer of the Month selected by League media relations staff. 
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H. LACROSSE, MEN’S 
 
1. Regular Season 
 

Note: General League regular-season sports regulations are found in Section XIV in this 
Manual.  These regulations are intended to supplement NCAA rules and regulations as 
prescribed in Bylaw 17 of the NCAA Manual. 

 

a. Scheduling 
 

i. Each institution plays one (1) contest against all participating League members. 
ii. Consideration is to be given to scheduling traditional opponents for non-League 

play. 
 

b. Participant Squad Size 
 

Participant squad sizes shall be limited to thirty-two (32) participants for visiting teams 
during the regular season.  There are no squad size limitations for the home institution 
in regular-season competition only.  An additional 10 will be permitted to dress and 
participate in warm-ups only (per NCAA protocol) for all games of the Patriot League 
Championship. [May 2005]  

 

c. Equipment 
 

The official ball for the Patriot League Championship is Brine. 
 

d. Rules and Regulations 
 

USILA rules govern except when superseded by Patriot League rules. 
 

2. Sports Committee 
 

Note: General League Sports Committee information is found in Section V.B.3 in this Manual. 
 
The annual head coaches’ meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 30, 2008 in the Patriot 
League office.  

 
3. Scouting 
 

a. League members are prohibited from videotaping a game in which another League 
opponent is participating. [February 2007] 

 
4. League Championship 
  

a. Date and Site 

 
The Championship is scheduled for the last weekend (Friday/Sunday) in April at the 
site of the highest seed. [June 2002].  
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b. Championship Participation 
 

i. The top four teams, as determined by the regular-season standings, will 
participate in the Championship. 

vii. In the event of a two-way or multiple team tie, refer to the Patriot League tie-
breaking procedure listed in Section XV. [June 2002] 

iii. Sport Specific Tie-Breaker [March 2004] 
 

1. Record versus out-of-League common opponents; 
2. Goal differential between tied teams (the goal differential can be no 

greater than eight). 
3. Goal differential of total League competition (goal differential can be no 

greater than eight in any one contest). 
4. Awards 
 

a. General Award Information 
i. Rotating championship trophy 
ii. Individual trophy for team champion to retain 
iii. Trophies for Offensive, Defensive and Goalkeeper of the Year 
iv. Plaques for Rookie and Coach of the Year 
v. Certificates for Offensive and Defensive Player of the Week, Goalkeeper and 

Rookie of the Week [February 2006] 
vi. Certificates for All-League teams 
vii.   Trophy for Most Valuable Player 
viii.   Trophy for team runner-up 

 

b. All-League Team 
 

i. 24-member All-League team (12 first-team/12 second-team) selected by head 
coaches.  Each team will be compromised of three (3) attackmen, three (3) 
midfielders, 1 face-off specialist, 1 defensive midfield specialist, three (3) 
defensemen, and one (1) goalie. [February 2006] 

ii. Offensive, Defensive and Goalkeeper of the Year, Rookie and Coach of the 
Year selected by head coaches. 

iii. The method of selection is as follows: 

a). Each coach nominates players from his team for All-League recognition 
and for the following major awards: Offensive Player of the Year, 
Defensive Player of the Year, Goalkeeper of the Year and Rookie of the 
Year.  All head coaches will appear on the ballot for Coach of the Year 
voting.  Nominations are due to the League office the Monday prior to 
the last weekend of Patriot League competition.  

b). The League office will compile a ballot and email it to the coaches to 
vote by the Wednesday prior to the last weekend of Patriot League 
competition.  

c) Ballots must be returned to the League office by 10 a.m. on the Monday 
prior to the Patriot League Championship. 
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d). Coaches may not vote for their own players for All-League or major 
awards and may not vote for themselves for Coach of the Year. 

 
c. All-Tournament Team 

 
11-member All-Tournament team consisting of four (4) student-athletes from the 
Championship team, three (3) student-athletes from the runner-up and two (2) from 
each of the other semifinal teams.  Each member of the All-Tournament Team is 
selected by their respective coach and will be announced during the Championship 
awards ceremony.  [May 2006] 
 

d. Weekly Awards 
 

Offensive and Defensive Player, Goalkeeper and Rookie of the Week selected by  
League media relations staff. [February 2006]
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I. LACROSSE, WOMEN’S 
 
1. Regular Season 
 

Note: General League regular -reason sports regulations are found in Section XIV in this 
Manual.  These regulations are intended to supplement NCAA rules and regulations as 
prescribed in Bylaw 17 of the NCAA Manual. 

 
a. Scheduling 

 
i. Each institution plays one (1) contest against all participating League members. 
ii. Schedules will be developed on a two-year rotation with opponents alternating 

between home and away. [February 2006] 
iii. All postponed games must be rescheduled on the first, common open date, or 

with the agreement of the Athletic Directors.  If a school refuses to play, the 
game is recorded as a forfeit. 

 
b. Participant Squad Size 

 
Participant squad sizes shall be limited to thirty (30) participants for visiting teams 
during the regular season and all teams during the Patriot League Championship.  
[February 2008] There are no squad size limitations for the home institution in regular-
season competition only. 

 
c. Equipment 

 
The official ball for the Patriot League Championship shall be Brine. 

 
e. Officials 

 
Three officials will be used in all League contests. [May 1994] 

 
f. Rules and Regulations 

 
i. US Lacrosse rules, as modified by the NCAA Lacrosse Committee, govern 

except when superseded by Patriot League rules. 
ii. Any team which fails to meet a scheduled game forfeits the contest, and the 

opposing team is awarded the victory with the score of 1-0. 
iii. Statistics are to be made available to the visiting team no later than 30 minutes 

following the conclusion of the game. [February 2007] 
iv. It is the responsibility of the home institution to assure that before game time the 

following conditions are met: 
a). A timing device and qualified timekeeper are to be present and visible. 
b). A scorekeeper trained in women’s lacrosse bookkeeping and official 

scorebook are to be provided. [May 2000] 
c). Three (3) balls of the same make and model are ready for use in the 

game.  Yellow shall be the official color of the ball. 
d). It is recommended that two (2) persons be present to act as ball 

retrievers. 
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e). Warm-up time for a team arriving late (due to extenuating 
circumstances) is 30 minutes in length, beginning with the arrival of the 
opponent to the site. 

f). Games ending in ties are to be broken in accordance with the NCAA 
Women’s Lacrosse Championship Procedures. 

 
g. Scouting 

  
i. By February 1st, all coaches will email each other a list of their desired game 

films. Game films should be postmarked no later than three (3) days after the 
game is completed and should be sent via overnight mail. [February 2007]   

ii. Teams are guaranteed to receive one tape from each League institution.  For 
those teams participating in the League Championship, an additional tape of the 
last game played may be requested from each of the teams participating in the 
League Championship. [February 2007] 

 
2. Sports Committee 
 

The annual head coaches’ meeting will be held on Monday, September 15, 2008 in the Patriot 
League office. 

 
3. League Championship [June 1999]  

 
  a. Date and Site 

 
The championship is scheduled for the last weekend (Friday/Sunday) in April at the site 
of the highest seed. [February 2007] 

 
b. Championship Participation 

 
i. The top four teams, as determined by regular-season records, participate in the 

Championship.  
ii. In the event of a two-way or multiple team tie, refer to the Patriot League tie-

breaking procedure listed in Section XV. [June 2002] 
iii. Sport Specific Tie-Breaker [February 2007] 

1. Record versus out-of-League common opponents; 
2. Goal differential between tied teams (the goal differential can be no 

greater than five). 
3. Goal differential of total League competition (goal differential can be no 

greater than five in any one contest). 
4. NCAA RPI  

4. Awards 
 

a. General Award Information 
 

i. Rotating championship trophy 
ii. Individual trophy for team champion to retain 
iii. Trophies for Offensive, Defensive and Goalkeeper of the Year 
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iv. Plaques for Rookie and Coach of the Year 
v. Certificates for Offensive and Defensive Player of the Week, Goalkeeper and 

Rookie of the Week [February 2006] 
vi. Certificates for All-League teams 
vii.   Trophy for Most Valuable Player 
viii.   Trophy for team runner-up 
 

b. All-League Team 
 

i. 24-member All-League team (12 first-team/12 second-team) selected by head 
coaches.  Each team will be compromised of three (3) attackers, four (4) 
midfielders, three (3) defenders, one (1) goaltender and one (1) at-large. [June 
2001]  Note: The All-American guidelines will be used when selecting the 
League’s All-League Teams. [June 2001] 

ii. Offensive, Defensive and Goalkeeper of the Year, Rookie and Coach of the 
Year selected by head coaches. 

iii.  Coaches will submit a list of nominations to the League office in the order they 
would like the student-athletes to be considered (first listed is first choice, etc.)  
This nomination list will be included with the information distributed to coaches 
for voting.  Coaches will vote for the All-League team using the following:  
attackers and defenders will be assigned a 1-6 ranking (6 points being the 
highest); midfielders will be assigned a 1-8 ranking (8 points being the highest); 
goaltender and at-large candidates will be ranked 1-2 points (2 points being the 
highest). [February 2006] 

 
c. All-Tournament Team 

11-member All-Tournament team consisting of four (4) student-athletes from the 
Championship team, three (3) student-athletes from the runner-up and two (2) from 
each of the other semifinal teams.  Each member of the All-Tournament Team is 
selected by their respective coach and will be announced during the Championship 
awards ceremony.  [May 2006] 

 
d. Weekly Awards 

Offensive and Defensive Player, Goalkeeper and Rookie of the Week selected by  
League media relations staff. [February 2006] 

 
e. Officials 

i. Coaches shall submit a list of preferred and non-preferred officials for that 
year’s championship to the League office by February 1. [June 1998] 

ii. Four officials will be assigned for League Championship contests. 
iii. Officials are secured through the League’s assignor of officials and paid by the 

host institution. [June 2001] 
 

f. Rules and Regulations 

Ties in the Patriot League Tournament shall be broken according to NCAA tie-breaking 
procedures. [May 1994] 
 

5. NCAA Championship 
 

  The champion of the Patriot League Tournament receives an automatic bid to the NCAA 
 Championship. [June 2001] 
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J. ROWING, WOMEN’S 
 
1. Regular Season 
 

Note: General League regular-season sports regulations are found in Section XIV in this 
Manual.  These regulations are intended to supplement NCAA rules and regulations as 
prescribed in Bylaw 17 of the NCAA Manual. 

 
a. Scheduling 

 
Institutions are not required to compete versus other member institutions prior to the 
Championship. 

 
b. Participant Squad Size 

 
Participant squad sizes shall be limited to twenty-five (25) participants (23 competitors 
and 2 substitutes). 

 
c. Officials 

 
Officials will be assigned by the Patriot League, in conjunction with the host institution. 

 
d. Rules and Regulations 

 
 The Championship will be conducted using NCAA regulations. 
 

2. Sports Committee 
 
The annual head coaches’ meeting will be held on Thursday, November 11, 2008 in the Patriot 
League office (or via conference call as determined no later than November 1, 2008.) 

 
3. League Championship 

 
  a. Date and Site 

 
The Championship is scheduled for the last Sunday in April.  Championship events will 
be scheduled during the morning, preferably between 8 and 10 a.m. [February 2006] 

 
b. Championship Participation 

  
All member institutions which sponsor women’s rowing at the varsity level are eligible 
to participate in the Patriot League Championship.  Current varsity programs eligible 
are: Bucknell, Colgate, Holy Cross, Lehigh and Navy. 
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c. Format 
 

The League champion would be determined by an overall point total accumulated over 
three races: 

 
      I Eights II Eights Fours   
   1st Place  15      10     5 
   2nd Place      12       8    4 
   3rd Place   9       6     3 
   4th Place  6       4     2 
   5th Place   3       2     1 

 
4.  Awards 

  
  a.   General Award Information 
 
   i.   Rotating championship trophy 
   ii.   Individual trophy for team champion to retain 
   iii. Plaque for Coach of the Year and Boat of the Year 

iv. Medals for top three finishers in each event at Championship 
vii. Certificates for All-League teams 
viii. Trophy for team runner-up 

 
  b.   All-League Team [February 2006] 
 

Coaches will select their own representatives for the All-League team based on their 
institution’s finish in the first “varsity 8” race.  Each placing boat will select the 
following number of student-athletes: 

      1st Place Boat - 3 rowers, 1 coxswain 
      2nd Place Boat - 3 rowers 
      3rd Place Boat - 2 rowers 
      4th Place Boat - 1 rower 

       5th Place Boat  - 1 rower 
 
  c. Championship Awards 
 

Coach of the Year selected by head coaches.  Boat of the Year is the first-place finisher 
in the I-8 race. 
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K. SOCCER, MEN’S 
 
1. Regular-Season 
 

Note: General League regular-season sports regulations are found in Section XIV in this 
Manual.  These regulations are intended to supplement NCAA rules and regulations as 
prescribed in Bylaw 17 of the NCAA Manual. 

 
a. Scheduling 

 
i. Each institution plays one (1) contest against all participating League members. 
ii. Reciprocal dates will be used in the development of regular-season League 

schedules. [May 2000] 
iii. The home team must contact the away team before 10 a.m. the morning of the 

contest, if the game is going to be postponed. 
iv. At the time of cancellation, the home team must reschedule the match for a later 

date. 
 

b. Participant Squad Size 
 

Participant squad sizes shall be limited to twenty-two (22) participants for visiting 
teams during the regular season and all teams during the Patriot League Championship.  
There are no squad size limitations for the home institution in regular-season 
competition only. 

 
c. Officials 

 
Officials for all League games are to be assigned by the Coordinator of Officials. 

 
d. Equipment 

 
Brine is the exclusive ball of the Patriot League.  However, institutions with pre-
existing contracts with other ball companies are allowed to honor these contracts.  [June 
2001] 

 
e. Rules and Regulations 

 
i. All host Patriot League institutions shall provide adequate changing facilities 

and showers for visiting teams. [May 1994] 
ii. If the score is tied at the end of regulation play, two (2) 10-minute “sudden 

victory” overtime periods are to be played.  Regular-season games may end in a 
tie. [February 2006] 

 
f. Scouting 

 
League coaches are prohibited from providing written or verbal scouting reports to non-
League teams. [June 1996] 
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g.       Statistics 

 
Each institution will officially designate a sports information representative to stat home 
matches to more effectively record statistics at home soccer contests.  [June 2002] 

 
2. Sports Committee 
 

The annual head coaches’ meeting will be held on Friday, January 16, 2009 in St. Louis. 
 
3. League Championship 
 

a. Date and Site 
 

i. The championship is scheduled for the Friday and Sunday one week prior to the 
start of the NCAA Division I Men’s Soccer Championship at the site of the 
highest seed. [May 2000] 

ii. The championship will be contested utilizing a Friday/Sunday format (i.e., 
semifinals on Friday, finals on Sunday) with the following conditions: 
a).    Practice is permitted the day prior to the Championship, provided the 

facility is available and it does not begin before noon.  [February 2007] 
b).    Travel distance will be taken into consideration when establishing the 

order of semifinal games on Friday, so as to accommodate teams that 
may be arriving to the host site late on Thursday night. [June 2001] 
 

b. Championship Participation 
 

i. The top four teams, as determined by the regular-season point total, participate 
in the championship.  The point system is as follows: 
a). Three (3) points awarded for a League victory; 
b). One (1) point awarded for a League tie; and 
c). Zero (0) points awarded for a League loss. 

 
ii. In the event of a tie in the regular-season point total, refer to the Patriot League 

tie-breaking procedure listed in Section XV. [June 2002]  
 

iii. Sport Specific tie-breaking procedure 
a). Goals against (in League only); 
b). Goal differential (in League only); 

   c).   Results against common opponents outside the League; 
 

c. Host Requirements 
 

A minimum field dimension of 70x110 yards is required to host the League 
Championship.  If the highest seed does not meet this requirement then the right to host 
will rotate to the next highest institution in the League rankings. [June 2002]  See 
minimum hosting requirements for additional guidelines. 
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d. Format 
 

The format is as follows: #1 seed plays #4, and #2 plays #3. 
 

e. Officials 
 

i. Coaches shall submit a list of preferred and non-preferred officials for that 
year’s championship to the League office by February 1. [June 1998] 

ii. Four officials will be assigned for League Championship contests. 
iii. Officials are secured through the League’s assignor of officials and paid by the 

host institution. [June 2001] 
 

f. Rules and Regulations 
 

Ties in the Patriot League Tournament shall be broken according to NCAA tie-breaking 
procedures. [May 1994] 

 
4. NCAA Championship 
 

The champion of the Patriot League Tournament receives an automatic bid to the NCAA 
Championship. [June 2001] 

 
5. Awards 
 

a. General Award Information 
 

i. Rotating championship trophy 
ii. Individual trophy for team champion to retain 
iii. Trophies for Offensive, Defensive and Goalkeeper of the Year 
iv. Plaques for Rookie and Coach of the Year 
v. Trophy for Tournament MVP 
vi. Certificates for Offensive and Defensive Player, Goalkeeper and Rookie of the 

Week [February 2006] 
vii. Certificates for All-League teams 
viii.   Trophy for team runner-up 

 
b. All-League Team 

 
i. 22-member All-League team (11 first-team/11 second-team) selected by head 

coaches.  Each team to consist of: 2 forwards, 4 midfielders, 4 backs, and 1 
goalkeeper. [February 2007] 

ii. The method of selection is as follows: 
    a). A coach may not vote for his/her own players. 

b). Coaches must complete a nomination form and return it to the League 
office prior to the last weekend of the regular season.  The League office 
will then produce a ballot for the coaches to make their final selections. 

c). Coaches must complete and return their final ballots after the last 
regular-season game has been played. 

iii. Offensive, Defensive, Goalkeeper, Rookie and Coach of the Year selected by 
head coaches. 
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c. Championship Awards 

    
i. A Tournament MVP is selected by tournament staff.  The winning coach will 

also be consulted. 
 

ii. All-Tournament Team 
11-member All-Tournament team consisting of four (4) student-athletes from 
the Championship team, three (3) student-athletes from the runner-up and two 
(2) from each of the other semifinal teams.  Each member of the All-
Tournament Team is selected by their respective coach and will be announced 
during the Championship awards ceremony.  [May 2006] 

 
d. Weekly Awards 

    
  Offensive and Defensive Player, Goalkeeper and Rookie of the Week are selected by  
  League media relations staff. [February 2006] 
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L. SOCCER, WOMEN’S 
 
1. Regular-Season 
 

Note: General League regular-season sports regulations are found in Section XIV in this Manual.  These 
regulations are intended to supplement NCAA rules and regulations as prescribed in Bylaw 17 of the 
NCAA Manual. 

 
a. Scheduling 

 
i. Each institution plays one (1) contest against all participating League members. 
ii. The home team must contact the away team before 10 a.m. the morning of the contest, if 

the game is going to be postponed.  At the time of cancellation, the home team must 
reschedule the match for a later date. 

iii. For the weekends that League play is scheduled for Friday and Sunday, games  
must be played on the originally scheduled dates and may not be moved to another date 
unless weather is an issue. [February 2006] 

 
b. Participant Squad Size 

 
Participant squad sizes shall be limited to twenty-two (22) participants for visiting teams during 
the regular season and all teams during the Patriot League Championship.  There are no squad 
size limitations for the home institution in regular-season competition only. 

 
c. Officials 

 
i. During the regular season, three (3) officials will be used for all League contests. [June 

1996] 
ii. Officials are secured through the League’s assignor of officials and paid by the host 

institution. [June 2001] 
 

d. Equipment 
 

Brine is the exclusive ball of the Patriot League.  However, institutions with pre-existing 
contracts with other ball companies are allowed to honor these contracts.  [June 2001] 

 
e. Rules and Regulations 

 
If the score is tied at the end of regulation play, two (2) 10-minute “sudden victory” overtime 
periods are to be played.  Regular-season games may end in a tie.  [February 2006] 

 
f. Scouting Reports 

 
Coaches are not permitted to give a scouting report on any League team. [June 1999] 

    
 g.    Statistics 
 
        Each institution will officially designate a sports information representative to stat  
  home matches to more effectively record statistics at home soccer contests. [June 2002] 
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2. Sports Committee 
 

The annual head coaches’ meeting will be held on Thursday, January 8, 2009 at the Patriot League 
office.  

 
3. League Championship 
 

a. Date and Site 
 

i. The championship is played the Friday and Sunday prior to the NCAA selection at the 
site of the highest seed. 

ii. The championship will be contested utilizing a Friday/Sunday format (i.e., semifinals on 
Friday, finals on Sunday) with the following conditions: 
a).    Practice is permitted the day prior to the Championship, provided the facility is 

available and it does not begin before noon.  [February 2007] 
b).   Travel distance will be taken into consideration when establishing the order of  

semi-final games on Friday, so as to accommodate teams that may be arriving to  
the host site late on Thursday night. [June 2001] 

       
b. Championship Participation 

 

i. The top four teams, as determined by the regular-season point total, participate in the 
championship.  The point system is as follows: 
a). Three (3) points awarded for a League victory; 
b). One (1) point awarded for a League tie; and 
c). Zero (0) points awarded for a League loss. 

ii. In the event of a tie in the regular season point total, refer to the Patriot League tie-
breaking procedure listed in Section XV. [June 2002]  

iii. Sport specific tie-breaking procedure [March 2004] 
a). Goal differential (in League only); 
b). Goals against (in League only); 
c). Results against common opponents outside the League; 

  
c. Host Requirements 

    

A minimum field dimension of 70 x110 yards is required to host the League Championship.  If 
the highest seed does not meet this requirement then the right to host will rotate to the next 
highest institution in the League rankings. [June 2002] 

 
d. Format 

 
The format is as follows: #1 seed plays #4, and #2 plays #3. 

 
e. Officials 

 
i. Coaches shall submit a list of preferred and non-preferred officials for that year’s 

championship to the League office by February 1. [June 1998] 
ii. Four officials will be assigned for League Championship contests. 
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iii. Officials are secured through the League’s assignor of officials and paid by the host 
institution. [June 2001] 

 
f. Rules and Regulations 

 
Ties in the Championship tournament shall be broken according to NCAA tie-breaking 
procedures. [May 1994] 

 
4. NCAA Championship 
 

The champion of the Patriot League receives an automatic bid to the NCAA Championship. 
 
5. Awards 
 

a. General Award Information 
 

i. Rotating championship trophy 
ii. Individual trophy for team champion to retain 
iii. Trophies for Offensive, Defensive and Goalkeeper of the Year 
iv. Plaques for Rookie and Coach of the Year 
v. Trophy for Tournament MVP 
vi. Certificates for Offensive and Defensive Player, Goalkeeper and Rookie of the Week 

[February 2006] 
vii. Certificates for All-League teams 
viii.   Trophy for team runner-up 

 
b. All-League Team 

 
i. 22-member All-League team (11 first-team/11 second-team) selected by head coaches.  

Each team to consist of: 3 attacking players, 3 midfielders, 3 defenders, 1 goalkeeper and 
1 non-position specific player. 

ii. The method of selection is as follows [February 2005]: 
a)  Coaches submit a list of nominations to the League office prior to the last 

weekend of the regular season.  Nominations will be submitted in the order 
coaches would like the student-athletes to be considered (first listed it first choice, 
second listed is second choice, etc.) 

b) The League office will produce a ballot for the coaches to make their final 
selections.  The ballot will be emailed and include an attachment with statistics.  

c)   Coaches will vote for the top six (6) student-athletes in each position, assigning 
them a 1-6 ranking (6 points being the highest ranking).  Goalkeepers will be 
ranked 1-2 (2 points being the highest ranking). 

iii. Offensive and Defensive Player, Goalkeeper, Rookie and Coach of the Year selected by 
head coaches. [February 2006] 

iv. The goalkeeper who receives the highest point total in the All-League voting will be 
named to the first team and earn Patriot League Goalkeeper of the Year honors. 
[February 2008] 

 
c. Championship Awards 

    
i. Tournament MVP 
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A tournament MVP is selected by tournament staff.  The winning coach will also be  

   consulted. 
 

ii. All-Tournament Team 
 
11-member All-Tournament team consisting of four (4) student-athletes from the 
Championship team, three (3) student-athletes from the runner-up and two (2) from each 
of the other semifinal teams.  Each member of the All-Tournament Team is selected by 
their respective coach and will be announced during the Championship awards ceremony.  
[May 2006] 

 
e. Weekly Awards 

    
  Offensive and Defensive Player, Goalkeeper and Rookie of the Week are selected by  
  League media relations staff. [February 2006] 
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M. SOFTBALL 
 
1. Regular-Season 
 

Note: General League regular-season sports regulations are found in Section XIV in this 
Manual.  These regulations are intended to supplement NCAA rules and regulations as 
prescribed in Bylaw 17 of the NCAA Manual. 

 
a. Scheduling   

 
i. Each institution will be scheduled to play two in-season double-headers 

(four games) against all participating League members.  All games are 
counted in the League standings.  A team must play 80 percent of its 
scheduled League games to be eligible for the Championship. 

   ii. Saturday double-header contests will start at a time agreed upon by both  
institutions.  Sunday doubleheaders will start between 12 noon and 1 p.m. 

iii. Make-up dates are to be scheduled for all League games not played during 
a weekend series (Saturday, Sunday, or Monday).  Exceptions are to be 
made if the game or games have no possible bearing on the Championship 
seeding structure.  The determination of whether the make-up game has 
possible bearing on the Championship is determined by the Executive 
Director and the Administrative Liaison for softball. [February 2006] 

iv. Any rained-out games not played on Saturday or Sunday will be played on 
Monday.  Teams will remain at the game site if playable weather is 
forecast.  Make-up games played on Monday will begin at 1 pm unless 
mutually agreed upon by the involved coaches and administrators. 
[February 2007] 

v. Every attempt should be made to play all League games.  League games 
should be postponed only if safety to the players is threatened. 

vi. In a make-up situation, triple headers are permitted, but require the mutual 
consent of both schools. 

vii. Games should be made up on the first open date mutually agreed upon by 
both schools.  If a school refuses to play, that game is recorded as a forfeit. 

viii. The cutoff date for scheduling is the Sunday prior to the championship 
weekend.  League games after the cutoff date (except for rain make-ups) 
do not count in the standings. 

 
b. Participant Squad Size 

 
Participant squad sizes shall be limited to twenty (20) participants for visiting 
teams during the regular season and all teams during the Patriot League 
Championship.  There are no squad size limitations for the home institution in 
regular-season competition only. 

 
c. Equipment 

 
i. The official ball is the Wilson A9010SST. 
ii. Bats must conform with the ASA bat standard to be effective January 1, 

2004.     



SPORT SPECIFIC LEGISLATION  SOFTBALL 

2008-09 Patriot League Policy and Procedures Manual 122

d. Rules and Regulations 
 

i. All League games must be seven (7) innings in length, unless inclement 
weather interferes, then the NCAA rules regarding completed games are 
observed. 

ii. The eight-run rule is in effect for all League games (i.e., game ends when 
one team is eight runs ahead after at least four and a half innings). 

iii. The NCAA tie-breaking procedure will not be used for regular season and 
Championship competition. [March 2003] 

iv. If a game is called after the regulation number of innings (5) because of 
rain, darkness, etc., it is considered a completed game, unless the score is 
tied.  If the score is tied the game is declared halted by the plate umpire.  
Prior to the restart of a halted game, the plate umpire shall conduct a pre-
game meeting to verify the lineup information remains correct (i.e. note 
uniform number changes necessitated by a change in jerseys, personnel no 
longer available, etc.).  When play resumes after having been temporarily 
suspended, it must start at exactly the point of being halted.  The lineups 
and batting orders of both teams must be exactly the same as they were, 
subject to the rules of substitution, and any player who played or was 
announced as a substitute before the game was halted must be in the 
lineup when play resumes or be ineligible for the remainder of the game. 
[February 2006] 

v. In the case of site changes due to weather, the originally scheduled 
“home” team remains the “home” team for purposes of scoring, uniform 
color (light) and batting order.  The host institution may remain in their 
own dugout. 

vi. All Patriot League softball facilities must have an outfield fence. [May 
1994] 

vii. All League games must be staffed by umpires assigned by the League’s 
assignor of umpires. [June 2001] 

ix. During all regular-season League games, the home team will wear its light 
uniforms on Saturday and the visiting team will wear its dark uniforms.  
On Sunday, the home team will wear its dark uniforms and the visiting 
team its light uniforms. [June 1999] 

x. Institutions are required to utilize a full infield tarp for all regular season 
Patriot League contests. [February 2008] 

 
2. Sports Committee 
 

Note: General League Sports Committee information is found in Section V.B.3 in this 
Manual. 

 
The annual head coaches’ meeting will be held on Thursday, October 2, 2008 in the 
Patriot League Office. 

 
3. League Championship 
 

a. Date and Site [February 2007] 
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The Championship will be conducted at the site of the highest seed on the 
weekend (Thursday/Friday/Saturday with Sunday as a rain day) before the NCAA 
Regionals.  Games on Thursday may not begin before 2 pm.  There will be no banquet 
conducted during the Championship.  
  

b. Championship Participation 
 

The top four teams, as determined by the regular-season standings, participate in 
the championship. [June 1997]  In the event of a two-way or multiple team tie, 
refer to the Patriot League tie-breaking procedure listed in Section XV. [June 
2002] 

 
c. Hosting Requirements 

 
 A full-infield tarp and dedicated grounds crew is required to host the League  

Championship.  If an institution is not able to secure a full-infield tarp, the right to 
host the Championship will rotate to the next highest institution in the rankings. 
[June 2002] 

 
d. Format 

 
i. The format is a double-elimination series as follows [February 2007] 

Thursday  Game 1 – No. 2 vs No. 3 
   Game 2 – No. 1 vs No. 4 
 Friday  Game 3 – Winner Game 1 vs Winner Game 2 
   Game 4 – Loser Game 1 vs Loser Game 2 
   Game 5 – Winner Game 4 vs Loser Game 3 
 Saturday Game 6 – Winner Game 3 v Winner Game 5 

   Game 7 – Winner Game 6 vs Loser Game 6 (if necessary) 
ii. In the event of bad weather, decisions concerning tournament schedule 

revisions, use of additional fields, etc., will be made by a committee 
consisting of the following individuals: participating head coaches, the 
League office representative, the administrative sport liaison, and the 
umpire-in-chief.   

iii. If weather limits play, every effort will be made to complete competition by 
Saturday.  If competition must take place on Sunday but cannot be completed, 
the team that will receive the Automatic Qualifier to the NCAA regional will be 
based on the following: [February 2007] 

 0 or 1 games played Highest seed 
 2 or 3 games played Highest seed undefeated seed 
 4 games played  Highest seed 
 5 games played  Highest undefeated seed 
 6 games played  Winner of game 6 unless each team has one loss 

1. Head-to-head competition 
2. Highest remaining seed 
3. Run differential (runs scored minus the runs 

allowed, with a limit of 8 runs maximum per 
game) 

iv. No team is required to play more than three (3) games in any one day. 
[June 1997] 
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d. Umpires 
 

Championship umpires will be determined by a Patriot League contracted 
assignor.  Beginning in 2008, a three-umpire crew will be used for all League 
games. [May 2007] 

 
f. Dugouts [February 2006] 

  
Per NCAA protocol, the home team shall occupy the third base dugout, warm-up 
first and wear white uniforms if it owns white uniforms.  The visiting team must 
wear a uniform of contrasting color.  The home team will be the higher-seeded 
team in the first round of games.  In subsequent games, the home team shall be 
determined according to the following formula: 
1. The games committee shall designate as home team the institution that has 

been home team the fewest times (each round is considered separately). 
2. If two teams have been home team an equal number of times but visiting 

team an unequal number of times, the team that has been the visitor most 
often shall be designated as home team. 

3. If two teams have been both home team and visiting team and equal 
number of times, and if the two teams previously met, the visitor in the 
initial game shall be the home team in the second game. 

4. If two teams have been both home team and visiting team an equal 
number of times, the team that was the visitor in its preceding game shall 
be the home team, unless both teams were the visitor in their preceding 
games. 

5. If the preceding formula does not prevail, the home team shall be 
determined by a coin toss. 

6.   When teams play back-to-back games, they must be prepared to change      
  uniforms and dugouts, if necessary. 

 
4. NCAA Championship 
 

The Champion of the Patriot League receives an automatic bid to the NCAA 
Championship. 

 
5. Awards 
 

a. General Award Information 
 

i. Rotating championship trophy 
ii. Individual trophy for team champion to retain 
iii. Trophies for Player, Pitcher of the Year 
iv. Plaques for Rookie and Coach of the Year 
v. Trophy for Tournament MVP 
vi. Certificates for All-League teams 
vii. Certificates for Player, Pitcher and Rookie of the Week 
viii.   Trophy for team runner-up 
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b. All-League Team [revised June 2005] 
 

i. 24-member All-League team (12 first-team/12 second-team) selected by 
head coaches.  Each team to consist of: one (1) first-baseman, one (1) 
second-baseman, one (1) third-baseman and one (1) shortstop, three (3) 
outfielders, one (1) catcher, one (1) designated player, one (1) utility 
player, and two (2) pitchers.  [June 2005] 

ii. Player, Pitcher and Coach of the Year selected by head coaches. 
iv. The method of selection is as follows: 

a. In order to be considered for All-League recognition, student-
athletes must meet the following minimum criteria for Patriot 
League games only: [February 2007] 

i. Pitchers – compete in 30% of League games at that 
position 

ii. Defensive Positions – compete in 50% of League 
games at that position 

iii. Designated Player – compete in 50% of League 
games at that position 

viii. Utility Player – compete in 33% of League games at 
other position (s) 

b. All teams are asked to nominate one player for Player of the Year 
and one player for Pitcher of the Year consideration.  Coaches are 
urged to restrict their nominations to worthy candidates.  Coaches 
may not nominate the same player for both utility and any other 
position. 

c. Nominations for the All-League team will be sent to the League 
office the Monday after the regular season ends with updated stats.  
The League office will then compile a ballot and email it to the 
coaches to vote by Wednesday of that week.  The ballot will be 
due by Friday. [February 2006] 

    d. Coaches may not vote for their own players. 
  

c. Championship Awards 
 
  i. Tournament MVP 

 
A tournament MVP will selected by Tournament staff.  The winning 
coach will also be consulted. 

 
ii. All-Tournament Team 

 
11-member All-Tournament team consisting of four (4) student-athletes 
from the Championship team, three (3) student-athletes from the runner-up 
and two (2) from each of the other semifinal teams.  Each member of the 
All-Tournament Team is selected by their respective coach and will be 
announced during the Championship awards ceremony.  [May 2006] 

 
d. Weekly Awards 

 
Player, Pitcher and Rookie of the Week selected by League media relations staff.
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N. SWIMMING AND DIVING, MEN’S AND WOMEN’S 
 
1. Regular-Season 
 

Note: General League regular-season sports regulations are found in Section XIV in this 
Manual.  These regulations are intended to supplement the NCAA rules and regulations as 
prescribed in Bylaw 17 of the NCAA Manual. 

 
a. Scheduling 

 
It is recommended that League teams compete against all other League teams during the 
regular season. [June 2001] 

 
b. Participant Squad Size 

 
Participant squad sizes shall be limited to twenty-three (23) participants for League 
Championship competition.  Each athlete who competes at the championship counts as 
a participant. For scoring each team will determine up to eighteen (18) competitors as 
outlined in the NCAA swimming and diving rules.  Per the NCAA rules: an entrant who 
swims or swim and dives shall be counted as one competitor; an entrant who just dives 
shall count be counted as one-third of a competitor.  The remaining participants, up to 
23, will be exhibition only and will not score points.  For example a team may designate 
seventeen (17) swimmers and three (3) divers as scoring competitors and then have 
three (3) additional athletes (swimmers or divers) as exhibition. (Note:  The League 
policy only applies to championship participation not regular season competition.  
Regular-season limits are institutional decisions and team travel squad sizes must be 
approved by each institution’s respective athletic administrators).  [June 2005] 

 
c. Rules and Regulations 

 
NCAA Swimming Rules and Regulations govern except when superceded by Patriot 
League rules. 

 
2. Sports Committee 
 

Note: General Sports Committee information is found in Section V.B.3 in this Manual. 
 

The annual head coaches’ meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 31, 2009 at the Patriot 
League office.  
gf 

3. League Championship 
 

a. Date and Site [May 2004] 
 

i. The Patriot League Championship will be conducted two weeks prior to the 
entry deadline for the women’s NCAA Championship. [May 2007] 

ii. The Championship site rotates between Bucknell and Navy. 
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b.     Officials and Meet Referee 

 
The host team for the Patriot League Championship is responsible for securing  
qualified officials to ensure that the championships are observed and sanctioned by 
United States Swimming and NCAA standards.  The host coach will be granted a $500 
stipend with which to secure a meet referee. [June 2001]  

 
 c.  Entry Process [May 2008] 

 
1. Entries are due to the host institution on Wednesday one week before the 

Championship 
2. The host institution will send each team an individual report of entries received 

within twenty-four (24) hours of entry deadline 
3. Teams must report changes on the entry report to the host institution no later 

than Friday morning 
4. The host institution will distribute the first “psych sheet” no later than Friday 

afternoon 
5. Teams have 48 hours to make time changes only to the first “psych sheet” 
6. The host institution will distribute the second “psych sheet” on Sunday night or 

Monday morning 
7.   No other entries and/or changes may be made once the second “psych sheet” is 

distributed, unless approved by an appeal of the meet committee 
 

4. Awards 
 

a. General Award Information 
 

i. Rotating championship trophy 
ii. Individual trophy for team champion to retain 
iii. Trophies for Swimmer and Diver of the Meet 
iv. Plaques for Swimming and Diving Coach of the Year and Rookie of the Year 
v. Medals for top three finishers in each event at championship 
vi. Certificates for All-League teams 
vii.   Certificates for Swimmer and Diver of the Week 
viii.   Trophy for team runner-up 

 
b. All-League Team 

 
i. 18-member men’s and 18-member women’s First Team All-League (first-place 

finishers at the championship meet and back-filled by points) and 18-member 
men’s and 18-member women’s Second Team All-League (second-place 
finishers at the championship meet and back-filled by points). 

ii. Swimming Coach of the Year (Men and Women) selected by head coaches. 
iii. Diving Coach of the Year (Combined) selected by head coaches. 
iv. Rookie of the Meet selected by head coaches. [May 2005] 
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c. Championship Awards 

 
i. Swimmer of the Meet, Diver of the Meet and Rookie of the Meet will be the 

highest point scorers.  If a tie exists, the swimmer who set the most League 
records during the meet would win the award.  If a tie still exists, or if no meet 
records were set, a vote of the head coaches would determine the winner. [May 
2007] 

 
 d. Weekly Awards 
     
  Swimmer and Diver of the Week selected by League media relations staff.  
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O. TENNIS, MEN’S AND WOMEN’S 
 
1. Regular-Season 
 

Note: General League regular-season sports regulations are found in Section XIV in this 
Manual.  These regulations are intended to supplement NCAA rules and regulations as 
prescribed in Bylaw 17 of the NCAA Manual. 

 
a. Scheduling 

 
i. Beginning with the 2006-07 academic year all teams shall play, at minimum, 

two League opponents during the spring segment. [May 2005] 
ii. For a match where both teams are at the site of competition, if inclement 

weather occurs and the match cannot be played outside within two hours of the 
scheduled start time, then the match will take place at the institution’s indoor 
backup facility (either ITA approved or non-ITA approved).  If no on-campus 
backup facility is available then the home team must secure an ITA facility off-
campus.  If no backup off-campus facility is available at this time, then the 
contest would be suspended and rescheduled for another date at the travel team’s 
home site.  For a match that is cancelled prior to a team’s departure, a make up 
date should be scheduled and played at the original location. [Clarified June 
2005]  

 
b. Rules and Regulations 

 
ITA official rules and scoring procedures govern except when superseded by League 
rules.   

 
c. Host requirements 

 
i. See Scheduling for indoor back-up requirements.  
ii. Secure a minimum of one certified official to be present for all Patriot League 

tennis matches.  It is recommended that more than one official be present for 
League matches. [May 2003]  

iii. Score tenders are encouraged by the home team for all matches. 
          iv. Singles sticks are encouraged at matches. 

 d. Protest Committee [February 2007] 

i. The following individuals will serve on the Women’s Tennis Protest Committee: 
the Sport Management Committee liaison, the women’s tennis coaches chair and 
one at-large coach to be determined by a rotation.    

ii. The following individuals will serve on the Men’s Tennis Protest Committee: 
the Sport Management Committee liaison, the men’s tennis coaches chair and 
one at-large coach to be determined by a rotation.    

iii. Protests must be filed using the Patriot League Tennis Protest form. 
1. The protest must be made within 48 hours of the match; 
2. The official must sign the forms; and 
3. The institution’s AD or designee must sign the form. 



SPORT SPECIFIC LEGISLATION  TENNIS 

2008-09 Patriot League Policy and Procedures Manual 130

ix. If a team is traveling and unable to provide the Athletic Director signature 
within 48 hours, the protest form must be faxed to the League office within 48 
hours and the signature of the Athletic Director or Sport Management 
Committee representative must be received by noon on Monday.  If a protest 
form including a signature of the Athletic Director were not received by noon on 
Monday, the Tennis Protest Committee would not review the protest.   

x. The protest will be reviewed as either a Level I or Level II violation. 
a. Level I Violation – A blatant and intentional violation of ITA and/or 

Patriot League rules resulting in a reversal of the match results and a 
letter of notification to the institution. 

b. Level II Violation – A violation of Patriot League Code of Conduct, 
ethical conduct, integrity and/or sportsmanship resulting in a letter of 
notification to the institution.  Multiple Level II violations by the same 
individual and of a similar nature could result in the violation being 
processed as a Level I violation. 

 
2. Sports Committee 
 

Note: General League Sports Committee information is found in Section V.B.3 in this Manual. 
 

a. The annual head coaches’ meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 4, 2008 at the 
Patriot League office. 

 
b. Coaches are required to attend coaches’ meetings.  Failure to be in attendance or be 

represented at the meeting will result in the loss of the ability to vote on any issue 
raised.  

 
3. League Championship 
 

The winner of the team championship shall be declared the League Champion. 
a. Date and Site 

 
i. The team championship is scheduled for the third or fourth weekend in April 

(third in odd numbered years, fourth in even numbered years).   
ii. Beginning in 2007-08, the men’s and women’s tennis Championship will be 

conducted on a Friday, Saturday and Sunday format. [May 2007] 
iii. The site will be rotated as follows: [May 2007] 
    Men  Women 
  2007-08 Colgate Army 
  2008-09 Army  Bucknell 
  2009-10 Bucknell Colgate 
  2010-11 Lehigh  Lafayette 
  2011-12 Lafayette Lehigh 
  2012-13 Navy  Army  
  2013-14 Colgate Bucknell 
  2014-15 Army   Colgate  
iv. Any member school with ITA approved facilities is eligible to host the Patriot 

League Championship.  Minimum requirements are nine (9) outdoor courts and 
four (4) indoor courts (in case of rain).  If ITA approved facilities are not 
available on campus, an institution must secure ITA approved backup facilities 
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within a reasonable distance from the campus and for the duration of the 
Championship. [February 2007] 

 
b. Participant Squad Size 

 
Participant squad sizes shall be limited to nine (9) participants for all teams during the 
Patriot League Championship.   

 
c. Championship Participation [February 2006] 

 
i. The Team Championships will be conducted as a full-field event based upon  

regular-season standings.  
ii. Seeding will be determined via a conference call the Wednesday before the  

Championship.  Teams will submit win/loss records and the following will be 
used in deciding ties: 
c. Head-to-head competition 
d. Comparison of League results (win/loss) 
e. Comparison of common opponents (win/loss) 
f. ITA rankings 

xi. Lineups for the Championship will be submitted to the League office by  
Tuesday of the Championship week.  These are considered final except in the 
case of injuries. 

iv. The individual or doubles teams playing in a certain position in dual competition 
for the majority of their competitive seasons play in the same position (flight) in 
the League Championship.  Unusual circumstances regarding re-entries are to be 
considered by the coaches at their scheduled meeting.  

  
d. Officials 

 
i. There is an official tournament referee who oversees the draw, tournament 

schedule and all aspects of play.  A deputy referee is recommended to help with 
duties as assigned by the head referee.  The Sports Committee will meet with the 
official referee as a jury of appeals if a dispute occurs.  Officials are paid by the 
host institution. 

ii. There is an official scorer from the host institution. 
iii. A minimum of two officials for all matches (to keep score and to overrule a line 

call, if questioned), is required. [February 2007] 
 
e. Rules and Regulations 

 
ITA official rules and scoring procedures govern except when superseded by Patriot  
League rules. 

 
4. Awards 

 
a. General Award Information 

 
i. Rotating championship trophy 
ii. Individual trophy for team champion to retain 
iii. Trophy for Player of the Year 
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xii. Plaques for Rookie and Coach of the Year 
xiii. Trophy for Tournament MVP 
xiv. Certificates for All-League teams 
vii. Certificates for Player of the Month 
viii.  Trophy for team runner-up 

 
b. All-League Team 

 
i. The All-League team is selected by head coaches. 
ii. The All-League Team will consist of twelve players with 6 on the First Team 

and 6 on the Second Team. 
iii. The method of selection is as follows: 

    a). Coaches may not vote for their own players. 
b). Coaches must complete a nomination form and return it to the League 

office by 5 p.m. on the Tuesday immediately following the League 
championships.  The League office will then produce a ballot for the 
coaches to make their final selections. 

c). All ballots must be returned to the League office by the Friday following 
the League tournament. 

iv. Player, Rookie and Coach of the Year selected by head coaches. 
 

c. Championship Awards 
     
  Tournament MVP selected by tournament staff.  The winning coach will also be  
  consulted.  [Note: men’s award known as the Joe Abrahamson Memorial Award.]
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Q.  TRACK (INDOOR AND OUTDOOR), MEN’S AND WOMEN’S 
 
1. Regular-Season 
 

Note: General League regular-season sports regulations are found in Section XIV in this 
Manual.  These regulations are intended to supplement NCAA rules and regulations as 
prescribed in Bylaw 17 of the NCAA Manual. 

 
a. Scheduling 

 
There is no regular-season League scheduling requirement. 

 
b. Officials 

 
i. Local club officials are to be used, if available. 
ii. If students, former team members or faculty are used, they must be trained and  

informed of their duties. 
iii. Regardless of the number of officials, the head coach should assume 

responsibility for the conduct of the meet. 
iv. A meet referee shall be designated for each regular season meet and shall not be 

a member of the coaching staff of any participating school.   
 

c. Rules and Regulations 
 

i. NCAA Track and Field Rules govern except when superseded by Patriot League 
rules. 

 
d. Results 

 
i. All coaches are expected to report complete meet results to Direct Athletics by 5  

pm on the Tuesday following competition. 
 

e. Failure to Participate (Honest Effort) [February 2008] 
 

i. Competitors or relay teams must participate in the trials and/or finals of all 
events in which they are declared. Such participation is also required in 
subsequent rounds as a result of qualifying, or when participation is a criterion 
for entry in a subsequent meet. 

 
ii.  Participation is the expectation that a competitor start the athletic challenge 

requirements of the event, according to the rules of the event. Qualification to 
the next round of an event is, in itself, satisfaction of participation. 

 
iii.  A failure to participate is considered an assumption that the competitor in 

violation has abandoned the competition and, therefore, shall be barred from all 
remaining events in the current meet. 

 
iv.  The referee, upon proper protest, based upon all authorized evidence and with 

consideration given to circumstances beyond the control of the competitor, 
including medical, shall determine whether circumstances clearly demonstrate 
that a violation of this rule has occurred. 
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v.  This rule shall not preclude the creation of additional restrictions published in 
handbooks and manuals by conferences or championships games committees. 

 
 
2. Sports Committee 
 

Note: General League Sports Committee information is found in Section V.B.3 in this Manual. 
 

a. The annual head coaches’ meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 10, 2008 at 
the Patriot League office. 

 
b. Men’s and Women’s coaches are selected as the Committee Chair on a rotating basis. 

 
c. The Committee meets the day before to seed both the Indoor and Outdoor 

Championship meets. 
 

d. The NCAA Track and Field Manual specifies that the Sports Committee is to give 
specialized assistance and guidance to the meet director such as: 

 
i. Assist the meet director with meet administration; 
ii. Determine the use and placement of competitors’ number; 
iii. Approve the time schedule and changes in order of events; 
iv. Determine the number of lapped runners who shall remain in the competition; 
v. Determine the structure for running timed-section finals; 
vi. Be responsible for determining qualifying procedures and drawing lanes; 
vii. Decide procedures to resolve ties for the last qualifying position in subsequent 

rounds; 
viii. Determine the use of lap implements for the meet; 
ix. Set time and place for inspecting, weighing and measuring all implements to be 

used in the meet; 
x. Designate field-event site or runway at least one hour before competition begins; 
xi. Determine the number of field event competitors who will advance to the final 

round; 
xii. Establish a time by which all preliminaries in a field event must be completed; 
xiii. Set starting heights and increments; and 
xiv. Qualifying and drawing for lanes please refer to rule 5, section 11, and articles 

1-8.  The one exception is in article 7 where the sports committee will be 
replaced by meet referee and jury of appeals. 

 
3. League Championship 
 

Note: General League Championship sports regulations are found in Section XV of the Patriot 
League Championship Manual. 

 

a. Date and Site 
 

i. The site for the Indoor meet rotates alphabetically among Army, Bucknell and 
Navy. [February 2006]  The Indoor Championship will be held on the weekend 
that is two (2) weeks prior to the ECAC/IC4A meet. [February 2008] 

ii. The site for the Outdoor meet rotates among Lehigh, Navy, Army, Bucknell, 
Holy Cross and Lafayette. [February 2006]  The Outdoor Championship will be 
held on the weekend that includes the first Saturday in May. [February 2008] 
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iii. If a school chooses not to host the meet when scheduled, the alphabetical 
rotation will move to the next school in line.  Determination must be made at 
least one year in advance. 

 
b. Participant Squad Size 

 

Participant squad sizes shall be limited to forty (40) participants per gender for all teams 
during the Patriot League Championship. [May 1994]. 

 
c. Officials 

 
i. The host coach of each Championship will be given a stipend of $250 with 

which to secure a meet referee.  The meet referee will be responsible for seeding 
all events as well as overseeing the officials at the championships.  Direct 
Athletics will compile the Descending Order list for the Championship.  

ii. Key personnel include: a starter, referee, clerk of course, head timer, head field 
judge, head finish judge, chief umpire, chief marshal, operator of camera and 
time reader. 

iii. The host institution is required to secure three (3) additional officials, not 
including the Head Track and Head Field official, to serve as a jury of appeals.  
Note: It is recommended that one of these 3 individuals be the Sport 
Management Committee Administrative liaison for Cross Country/Track and 
Field, if possible. [February 2007] 

iv. Finish judges and timers should be experienced. 
v. The NCAA rulebook should be used to check on duties of officials. 
vi. The announcer should be familiar with track and field and conduct him/herself 

in a professional manner. 
vii. Student workers should have a tag or badge to allow them on the field.  They 

should not be used where there is a potential for making a judgment call. 
 

c. Rules and Regulations  
  

i. NCAA Track & Field Rules govern except when superceded by Patriot  
  League rules. 

ii. The meet must be properly measured and marked in meters, as prescribed by 
NCAA Rules. 

iii. Times recorded on banked and/or oversized tracks will be converted per NCAA 
protocol. [February 2007] 

 
4.   Awards, Indoor Track (men’s and women’s) 
 

Note: General League Awards information is found in Section XII in this Manual. 
 

a. General Award Information  
 

   i. Rotating championship trophy 
ii. Individual trophy for team champion to retain 
iii. Plaque for Coach of the Year 
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iv. Trophy for Outstanding Track Performer, Field Performer and Rookie of the 
Meet 

v. Medals for top three finishers in each event at Championship meet 
vi. Certificates for All-League Team 
vii.   Certificate for Rookie, Track performer, Field performer of the Week 
i. Trophy for team runner-up 
 

b. All-League Team 
 

i. First-place finishers are selected as All-League First Team and second-place 
finishers are selected as Second Team.   

 
ii. Coach of the Year selected by head coaches. 

 
c. Championship Awards 

 
Outstanding Track Performer, Outstanding Field Performer and Rookie of the Year  
selected by head coaches. 

 
 d.   Weekly Awards 
     
  Track Performer, Field Performer and Rookie of the Week selected by League office.   
 
5. Awards, Outdoor Track (men’s and women’s)  

 
a. General Award Information 

 
i. Rotating championship trophy 
ii. Individual trophy for team champion to retain 
iii. Plaque for Coach of the Year 
iv. Trophy for Outstanding Track Performer, Outstanding Field Performer and 

Rookie of the Meet 
v. Medal for top three finishers in each event at Championship meet 
vi. Certificates for All-League team 
vii.   Certificates for Rookie, Track Performer and Field Performer of the Week 
viii.   Trophy for runner-up 

 
b. All-League Team 

 
i. First place finishers are selected as All-League First Team and second place 

finishers are selected as Second Team.   
ii. Coach of the Year selected by head coaches. 

 
c. Championship Awards 

     
  Outstanding Track Performer, Outstanding Field Performer and Rookie of the Meet  
  selected by the head coaches. 

  
d.    Weekly Awards 
   
 Track Performer, Field Performer and Rookie of the Week selected by League office.
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R. VOLLEYBALL, WOMEN’S 
 
1. Regular-Season 
 

Note: General League regular-season sports regulations are found in Section XIV in this 
Manual.  These regulations are intended to supplement NCAA rules and guidelines as 
prescribed in Bylaw 17 of the NCAA Manual. 

 
a. Scheduling 

 
i. Each institution plays two (2) contests against all participating League members. 

[June 1998] 
ii. The format consists of fourteen matches over eight (8) weeks beginning as late 

in the season as possible.  The first two weekends in September will be kept 
open for non-League competition, and occasional out-of-region competition 
during institutional vacation periods should be accommodated once every four 
years.  Travel partners will be assigned. [May 2000] 

iii. The entire opponent sequence will annually rotate one week.  [May 2001] 
iv. All League games will be scheduled for Friday and Saturday unless mutually 

agreed upon by both institutions to be played another day during that week (with 
the week defined as Monday to Sunday). [May 2000] 

v. All matches played on Monday-Friday will begin at 7 pm.  Matches played on 
Saturday will begin at 4 pm unless mutually agreed upon by both institutions. 
[May 2007]  

vi. Beginning with the 2007 Championship segment, it is recommended that teams 
do not schedule a non-Division I opponent.  Beginning with the 2008 
Championship segment, it is required that teams only schedule Division I 
opponents.  [May 2007] 

 
b. Participant Squad Size 

 
Participant squad sizes shall be limited to fifteen (15) participants for visiting teams 
during the regular season and all teams during the Patriot League Championship.  There 
are no squad size limitations for the home institution in regular-season competition 
only. 

 
c. Equipment 

 
The official ball is the Baden Lexum 15-0C Volleyball.  The League ball will be a 
colored ball of red, white and blue. [February 2006] 

 
d. Rules and Regulations 

 

i. Each head coach must be a member of the American Volleyball Coaches 
Association. 

ii. Patriot League matches will be contested using NCAA rules. [June 2001] 
iii. There will be a 10-minute intermission between the second and third games of 

every match.  [June 2005] 

 



SPORT SPECIFIC LEGISLATION  VOLLEYBALL 

2008-09 Patriot League Policy and Procedures Manual 138

e. Scouting 
 

i. Coaches of League institutions shall not provide scouting reports or game film 
on other League teams to coaches outside the League. 

   ii. Trading of information within the League on both Patriot League and non- 
 League opponents is permitted.  However, the exchange of tapes prior to League 

contests is permitted upon request. [June 1999] 
   iii. Institutions are permitted to videotape potential opponents during the semi- 
    final matches of the League Championship. [February 2005] 

iv. Institutions that elect to participate in tape exchange should abide by the 
following guidelines: [May 2007] 
1. All requests should be made prior to the first date of competition. 
2. All tapes must be a first generation VCR or DVD. 
3. Videotaping should be done from the end line, unless the facility does 

not allow such an angle.  The camera should be zoomed so that the 
antennas are the outermost portions of the screen. 

4. Scoresheets shall be sent with the tape.  
5. All tapes must be sent through express mail the Monday following that 

match. 
6. If a malfunction prohibits an institution from meeting its obligation to 

provide a requested tape, it is the responsibility of that school to obtain a 
copy from their opponent and fill the request.  If no quality copy exists, a 
phone message should be left on the head coach’s within 24 hours of the 
completion of the match to allow that school to find another tape. 

 
f. Officials 
  
 i. All League games, both conference and non-conference, must be assigned by  

the League’s Supervisor of Officials. [June 2001-revised February 2007] 
ii. It is encouraged that the R1 official assigned will be a nationally ranked official. 

[May 2007] 
 

g. Pre-Match Protocol [May 2008] 
 

i. The court will be available 90 minutes prior to the start of the match.   
ii. The first half hour will be divided in to two (2) fifteen minute segments, with the first 

segment for the home team and the second segment for the visiting team.   
iii. The remaining 60 minutes will follow NCAA protocol. 

 
h. Game Management 

  
i. Complete match facility set-up and preparation at least one hour prior to 

scheduled match time. 
ii. Have a certified trainer present 90 minutes before match time for taping and 

treatment. 
   iii. Provide adequate locker room facilities - two hours prior to match time. 

iv. Home team must provide a statistical crew (NO PLAYERS) to keep both the 
home and visiting team statistics at all matches on the computerized program 
used by the Patriot League.  The SID, in cooperation with the head coach, must 
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train ALL statisticians prior to the start of the season using the rules videotape 
supplied by the NCAA.  It is strongly recommended that ONE (1) individual 
serves as the official statistician for all home matches during a season. [May 
2000] 

v. The visiting team must receive statistics no later than 30 minutes following the 
conclusion of the match. [June 2002] 

   vi. Provide twenty (20) balls for the visiting team’s warm-up. [June 2001] 
vii. If both opposing coaches concur that the statistics are incorrect within 48 hours 

after a match, it will be the host institution coaches’ responsibility to restart the 
match. [June 2002] 

viii. Each member institution is required to secure and train the following match 
personnel: 

     
    a). Scoreboard operator; 
    b). Statisticians (3); 
    c). Three-ball rotation crew (four-six individuals); and 
    d). Public address announcer. 
 

ix. Require all match personnel to be appropriately dressed and at courtside 30 
minutes prior to the scheduled match starting time. 

x. Instruct all match personnel that impartiality is a significant part of their 
responsibility.  Permit no match personnel to exhibit emotion that could be 
viewed as favoring either competing team. 

xi. Require match officials to actively supervise the timed warm-up period. 
xii. Provide a visible timing device for match warm-up. 
xiii. Provide visible scoring device for the match. 
xiv. Provide a pre-match meeting facility for the visiting team. 
xv. Restrict photographers and videotape operators to an area outside of a distance 

of ten (10) feet from the end lines and sidelines.  Permit no flashes to be used. 
          
2. Sports Committee 
 

The annual head coaches’ meeting is scheduled for Monday February 9, 2009 at the Patriot 
League office.  

 
3. League Championship 
 
 a. Date and Site 
 

The Championship is scheduled for the Friday and Saturday two (2) weeks prior to the 
NCAA selection at the site of the highest seed.  (Games may be moved to Saturday and 
Sunday in the event of a facility conflict with League office approval.)  Practice is 
permitted the day prior to the Championship, provided the facility is available and it 
does not begin before noon.  [February 2007] 

 
 b. Championship Participation 
 

The top four seeds qualify for the Championship.  The following tie-breaking 
procedures will be used to determine seeds for the tournament: 
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i. In the event of a two-way or multiple team tie, refer to the Patriot League tie- 
 breaking procedure listed in Section XV. [June 2002] 

ii. Sport specific tie-breaking procedures 
a). Game record of the matches between tied teams; 
b). Game record of total League competition; 
c). Game differential of the matches between tied teams; 
d). Game differential of total League competition; 

 
c. Format 

 
The tournament follows a single-elimination format.  The semifinals are played on  
Friday (#1 vs. #4; #2 vs. #3), and the final match is played on Saturday.  
[2001] 

 
d. Host Requirements 

 
i. Host institutions must have an adequate facility free from overhead obstructions 

and sufficient area adjacent to the courts to support uninterrupted play. 
ii. The site must be able to facilitate two free-standing net systems with proper 

padding. 
iii. There should be visible scoring devices and appropriate support staff to aid in 

event management. 
 

e.      Officials 
 

Officials for the Championship are assigned by the League’s Supervisor of Officials. 
[June 2001] 

 
4. Awards 

 
a. General Award Information 

 
i. Rotating Championship trophy 
ii. Individual trophy for team Champion to retain 
iii. Trophy for Player, Setter and Defensive Player of the Year [February 2006] 
iv. Trophy for Tournament MVP  
v. Plaques for Rookie and Coach of the Year 
vi. Certificates for All-League team 
vii. Certificates for Player and Rookie of the Week 
viii.   Trophy for team runner-up 

 
b. All-League Team 

 
i. The All-League Team will consist of a First and Second Team of seven (7) 

players each selected by the head coaches.  One member of the First or Second 
team must be a setter and one member of the First or Second team must be a 
Libero. [revised March 2003] 

ii. The method of selection is as follows: 
a) A coach may not vote for his/her own players. 
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b) Coaches must complete a nomination form and return it to the League 
office on the Monday of the last week of the regular season.  The League 
office will then produce a ballot for the coaches to make their final 
selections. 

c) Coaches will rank players 1-14 (14 points being the highest ranking).  
The student-athlete with the most points would be awarded Player of the 
Year, while the setter with the most points would be awarded Setter of 
the Year. [May 2007] 

d) A separate vote will be conducted for Defender and Rookie of the Year 
based on nominations from the coaches.  The Rookie of the Year vote 
would only be utilized if there were no rookie on the First or Second 
Team. [May 2007] 

e) All ballots must be returned to the League office by 7 p.m. on the 
Sunday following the last regular season game. 

  iii. The All-League Team will be selected via an open ballot. 
 

c. Championship Awards 
 

i. Tournament MVP  
 

A tournament MVP will be selected by the tournament staff.  The winning coach 
will also be consulted. 

 
  ii. All-Tournament Team 
 

Seven member All-Tournament team consisting of three (3) student-athletes 
from the Championship team, two (2) student-athletes from the runner-up and 
one (1) from each of the other semifinal teams.  Each member of the All-
Tournament Team is selected by their respective coach and will be announced 
during the Championship awards ceremony.  [May 2006] 

 
d. Weekly Awards 

 
Player and Rookie of the Week selected by League media relations staff. 
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Student-Athlete Hardship Waiver Application – TEAM SPORTS 

NCAA Bylaw 14.2.4 (C) 
 

This application must be completed for all Patriot League eligibility cases that involve NCAA hardship and for an 
NCAA Hardship Waiver.  Applications must be complete and include all of the required documentation as listed 
below. 
 
Institution: _________________________________ Student-Athlete: ____________________________________ 
 
 
Sport: ________________________________ Season of Injury ________________________________________ 
 
 
1. Nature of injury or illness: __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
2. Date of injury or illness/last date of competition: _________________________________________________ 
 
 
3. Attending Physician: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
4. Specific date student-athlete was medically cleared to return to competition: ___________________________ 
 
Complete the following information in regards to the student-athlete’s competitive season: 
 
_______________ Number of completed or scheduled contests/dates of competition (whichever is applicable.)  This  
number should ONLY include events included in NCAA Bylaw 14.2.2 (e.g. do not include post-season 
events) of   competition played by team 
 
 
_______________ Number of contests/dates of competition participated by petitioning student-athlete 
 
 
_______________ Number of contests/dates of competition that equals 30% of the team’s season (round up) 
 
 
_______________Date of competition in second half of the season 
 
Required attachments that must accompany hardship petition: 

 
_______  Per NCAA bylaw 14.2.4.3.3 “Medical Documentation” – A letter from the treating medical doctor 

(not team trainer) and/or psychological doctor who administered care at the time of the injury or 
illness is required for all cases involving hardship.  The letter must state that the injury or illness was 
incapacitating in nature and resulted in the student-athlete missing a season of competition.  (Note: In 
the case of a pre-existing injury or illness that occurred prior to collegiate enrollment, the letter should 
include language that indicated the treating physician had recommended for the student-athlete to 
refrain from competition during their initial year of enrollment.) 

 
_______  Participation report (e.g. composite statistics for the applicable season) 
 
_______ Complete team schedule for the applicable season 
 
_______ Patriot League Eligibility Petition Form (additional documentation required for 5th year/post 

baccalaureate waivers) 
 
 
Application Submitted by: _________________________________________________ ________________ 

  Signature and Title             Date



 147

Student-Athlete Hardship Waiver Application – INDIVIDUAL SPORTS 
NCAA Bylaw 14.2.4 (D) 

 
This application must be completed for all Patriot League eligibility cases that involve NCAA hardship and for an NCAA 
Hardship Waiver.  Applications must be complete and include all of the required documentation as listed below. 
 
Institution: _________________________________ Student-Athlete: ____________________________________ 
 
Sport: ________________________________ Season of Injury ________________________________________ 

 
1. Nature of injury or illness: __________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Date of injury or illness/last date of competition: _________________________________________________ 

 
3. Attending Physician: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Specific date student-athlete was medically cleared to return to competition: ___________________________ 
 
Complete the following information in regards to the student-athlete’s competitive season: 
 
__________Number of contests/dates of competition participated by petitioning student-athlete 
 
__________Number of permissible dates of competition per Bylaw 17 (excluding conference Championship) 
 
 Is there a conference Championship administered in this sport?  _____ Yes     _____ No 
 
__________Number of contests/dates of competition that equals 30% of the team’s season (dates of competition plus  

one date for conference Championship, if applicable.  Please round up) 
 
_______________First day of fall segment  _______________Last day of fall segment 
 
_______________First day of spring segment  _______________Date of the midpoint of the season 
 
__________Number of institutional vacation days in a segment (e.g. fall break) during which NO athletically related  

activities occurred 
 
__________Date of the first competition in second half of the season 
 
Required attachments that must accompany hardship petition: 

 
_______  Per NCAA bylaw 14.2.4.3.3 “Medical Documentation” – A letter from the treating medical doctor 

(not team trainer) and/or psychological doctor who administered care at the time of the injury or 
illness is required for all cases involving hardship.  The letter must state that the injury or illness was 
incapacitating in nature and resulted in the student-athlete missing a season of competition.  (Note: In 
the case of a pre-existing injury or illness that occurred prior to collegiate enrollment, the letter should 
include language that indicated the treating physician had recommended for the student-athlete to 
refrain from competition during their initial year of enrollment.) 

 
_______  Participation report (e.g. composite statistics for the applicable season) 
 
_______ Complete team schedule for the applicable season 
 
_______ Patriot League Eligibility Petition Form (additional documentation required for 5th year/post 

baccalaureate waivers) 
 
 
Application Submitted by: ____________________________________________ ________________ 

    Signature and Title              Date
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PATRIOT LEAGUE ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 
 

A. Patriot League bylaws charge each League President/Superintendent with the authority to grant a Standard 
Eligibility Waiver to a student-athlete at his/her respective institution for the following reasons: 

 

i. Years of Eligibility due to an NCAA Hardship Waiver An extension of undergraduate Patriot 
League eligibility may be granted by a League institution at its discretion to a student who misses a 
season of competition as a result of a serious injury and/or illness and receives an NCAA Hardship 
Waiver.  [Council, June 2002]  (Please note that an institution must file a corresponding NCAA 
Hardship Waiver for review by the Executive Director to insure all NCAA requirements are met.  The 
NCAA Hardship Waiver will be included in Patriot League waiver report to Policy Committee.) 

 

ii. Years of Eligibility due to Circumstances Beyond Control An extension of undergraduate Patriot 
League eligibility may be granted by a League institution at its discretion to a student who misses a 
season of competition as a result of the following:  

 

a. a life-threatening or incapacitating injury or illness suffered by a member of the student-
athlete’s immediate family (which is clearly supported by contemporaneous medical 
documentation); 

 

b. extreme financial difficulties experienced by an individual upon whom the  
student-athlete is legally dependent and as a result of a specific event (e.g. layoff, death in the 
family); OR  

 

c. natural disasters (e.g. earthquakes, floods).    

iii. Years of Eligibility due to a Transfer Waiver Transfer students whose academic programs require a 
ninth semester/fifth year from the date of their first college matriculation (see “Normal Years of 
Eligibility” above) toward a baccalaureate degree will normally be eligible for athletic competition in 
the ninth semester/fifth year of undergraduate work (assuming the student has met all other NCAA 
Division I criteria including the one year waiting period).  [Council, June 2002] 

 

iv. Years of Eligibility due to Normal Academic Progress An extension of eligibility may be granted 
by a League institution for a student that completes the first baccalaureate in less than eight semesters 
of full-time study and continues full-time enrollment in a second baccalaureate or graduate degree 
program at the original certifying Patriot League institution.  (See Article IV 4 A) [Council, June 
2002] 

 

B. Requests for Non-Standard Waivers other than those outlined above must be forwarded to the League’s 
Executive Director with the signature of the President/Superintendent.  These requests will be approved or 
denied on a case-by-case basis by the Policy Committee for the following reasons and are subject to the review 
of the Council of Presidents. 
 

i. Post Baccalaureate Eligibility due to NCAA Hardship The Patriot League is committed to its 
founding principle of providing intercollegiate athletics competitive opportunities for undergraduate 
students.  However, under special circumstances, the Policy Committee may grant a waiver enabling a 
student to compete as a graduate student in their first year after earning the first baccalaureate degree.  
In order to apply for such a waiver, a student must meet all of the following criteria: 

 

a. Have NCAA eligibility remaining due to reasons of NCAA hardship; 
 

b. Choose to pursue a graduate degree at the League institution from which he/she graduated;    

c. Present sound academic rationale or documentation related to enrollment in a post 
baccalaureate degree program; and  

 

d. Attain the written approval of the institution’s President/Superintendent  
 supporting the additional year of eligibility.   

 

 ii. Post Baccalaureate Eligibility due to Circumstances Beyond Control The  
Patriot League is committed to its founding principle of providing intercollegiate athletics competitive 
opportunities for undergraduate students.  However, under special circumstances, the Policy 
Committee may grant a waiver enabling a student to compete as a graduate student in their first year 
after earning the first baccalaureate degree.  In order to apply for such a waiver, a student must meet 
all of the following criteria:  
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a. Have NCAA eligibility remaining due to reasons of circumstances beyond their control: 
 

i. a life-threatening or incapacitating injury or illness suffered by a  
 member of the student-athlete’s immediate family (which is clearly supported by 

contemporaneous medical documentation); 
 

ii. extreme financial difficulties experienced by an individual upon whom the student-
athlete is legally dependent and as a result of a specific event (e.g. layoff, death in the 
family); OR  

 

iii. natural disasters (e.g. earthquakes, floods).   

  b. Choose to pursue a graduate degree at the League institution from which he/she graduated;    

 c. Present sound academic rationale or documentation related to enrollment in a post  
  baccalaureate degree program; and  
 

 d. Attain the written approval of the institution’s President/ Superintendent supporting the 
additional year of eligibility.     

iii. Other Eligibility Waivers  Interpretation of, or exceptions to, the rules on eligibility other than those 
expressly stated above will be considered on a case-by-base basis by the Policy Committee and are 
subject to approval by the Council of Presidents.  [Council, June 2002] The following are examples of 
situations that would be processed under this category.  Note: This provision is meant to 
accommodate an academically grounded exception to League eligibility rules (May 2008). 

 

a. Personal leave of absence 
 

b. Internships 
 

c. Study Abroad 
 

d. Special Academic Programs 
 

e. Academic Dismissal 
 

f. Academic Misconduct 
 

g. Behavioral Misconduct 
 

C. Eligibility waivers will be reviewed on a bi-annual basis.  Completed documentation (i.e., eligibility waiver 
forms, signed letters of approval, participation records, medical documentation, etc.) must be received by the 
Patriot League office no later than October 15, 2008 and April 3, 2009 in order to be forwarded to the Policy 
Committee meeting. 

 

1).   The student-athlete must draft a statement explaining the academic rationale for enrollment beyond the 
eighth semester (or beyond graduation in the case of Normal Academic Progress waivers) in 
consultation with his/her academic advisor, the institution’s Faculty Athletic Representative and/or 
Policy Committee Representative. 

 

2).   The Policy Committee Representative must meet with the student-athlete and the student-athlete’s 
academic advisor or Faculty Athletic Representative to verify that there is a legitimate academic 
reason for undergraduate enrollment beyond the eighth semester.  (Note: Steps one and two can be 
consolidated if the same individual serves as the institution’s Faculty Athletic Representative and 
Policy Committee Representative.) 

 

3).   The President/Superintendent must approve in writing the additional year of enrollment/athletic 
eligibility for all eligibility cases.  

 

4).   The Policy Committee reviews all Normal Academic Progress and Years of Eligibility cases  
and issues decisions on a case-by-case basis for all other Eligibility waivers.   
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2008-09 Patriot League Administrative Meetings 
 

Thursday August 7 NCAA BOARD OF DIRECTORS Indianapolis 
ACADEMIC CABINET - Sept 8-9; CHAMPIONSHIP CABINET - Sept 16-17; 
RECRUITING CABINET - Sept 18-19; AMATEURISM CABINET - Sept 23-24 

Indianapolis 

Wednesday Sept. 10 TRACK AND FIELD/CROSS COUNTRY Laf. or PL Office 
Monday Sept. 15 WOMEN'S LACROSSE Patriot League Office 
Thursday Sept. 18 COMMITTEE ON ATHLETIC ADM. Conference Call 
Wednesday Sept. 24 BASEBALL Patriot League Office 
Tuesday Sept. 30 MEN'S LACROSSE Patriot League Office 
Thursday Oct. 2 SOFTBALL Patriot League Office 
Sat-Sun Oct. 4-5 SAAC Baltimore, MD 
Mon-Tues Oct. 20-21 NCAA LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING Indianapolis 
Wednesday Oct. 22 ATHLETIC DIRECTOR'S MEETING Baltimore, MD 
Thursday Oct. 23 MEN'S BASKETBALL MEDIA DAY Baltimore, MD 
Wednesday Oct. 29 NCAA PRESIDENTIAL ADVISORY GROUP Indianapolis 
Thursday Oct. 30 SPORT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE Navy 
Thursday Oct. 30 NCAA BOARD OF DIRECTORS Indianapolis 
Tuesday Nov. 4 MEN'S AND WOMEN'S TENNIS Patriot League Office 
Wednesday Nov. 5  ADMISSIONS/FINANCIAL AID Newark, NJ 
Tuesday Nov. 11 ROWING (or via conference call TBD by 11-1) Patriot League Office 
Thursday Nov. 13 SENIOR COMPLIANCE ADMINISTRATORS Patriot League Office 
Wednesday Nov. 19 POLICY COMMITTEE TBA 
Thursday Nov. 20 COMMITTEE ON ATHLETIC ADM. Conference Call 
Mon-Tues Dec. 8-9 COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS West Point, NY 
Thursday Dec. 11  COMMITTEE ON ATHLETIC ADM. Conference Call 
Thursday Dec. 18 COMMITTEE ON ATHLETIC ADM. Conference Call 
Thursday Jan. 8 WOMEN'S SOCCER  Patriot League Office 
Wed-Sat Jan. 14-17 NCAA CONVENTION / LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Washington, DC 
Thursday Jan. 15 NCAA LEADERSHIP COUNCIL Washington, DC 
Friday Jan. 16 MEN'S SOCCER St. Louis 
Sat Jan. 17 NCAA BOARD OF DIRECTORS Washington, DC 
Saturday Jan. 17 FIELD HOCKEY  Philadelphia 
Tues-Thurs Jan. 20-22 COLLEGIATE COMMISSIONERS ASSOC. Marco Island, FL. 
Mon-Wed Jan. 26-28 CCACA MEETING Indianapolis 
Friday Jan. 30 SPORT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE Patriot League Office 
ACADEMIC CABINET - Feb 2-3; CHAMPIONSHIP CABINET - Feb 17-18; 
RECRUITING CABINET - Feb 9-10; AMATEURISM CABINET - Feb 19-20 

Various locations 

Monday Feb. 9 VOLLEYBALL Patriot League Office 
Thurs-Fri Feb. 19-20 COMMITTEE ON ATHLETIC ADM. TBA 
Tuesday Feb. 17 FOOTBALL Patriot League Office 
Tuesday Mar. 31 SWIMMING AND DIVING Patriot League Office 
Thursday April 9 MEN'S BASKETBALL Patriot League Office 
Monday April 13 WOMEN'S BASKETBALL Patriot League Office 
Thursday April 16 COMMITTEE ON ATHLETIC ADM. Conference Call 
Mon-Tues April 20-21 NCAA LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING Indianapolis 
Thursday April 23 SPORT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE Holy Cross 
Friday April 24 GOLF West Point, NY 
Wednesday April 29 NCAA PRESIDENTIAL ADVISORY GROUP Indianapolis 
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Thursday April 30 NCAA BOARD OF DIRECTORS Indianapolis 
Mon-Thurs May 11-14 COMMITTEE ON ATHLETIC ADM. TBA 
Wednesday May 20 POLICY COMMITTEE Patriot League Office 
Mon-Tues June 1-2 COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS TBA 
Thursday June 11 COMMITTEE ON ATHLETIC ADM. Conference Call 
 


