“We need to get Oregon State’s track
and field program back right away ...
It was the hallmark of OSU athletics

and one of the most important pro-

grams in the country.”
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Berny Wagner-led Teams Continued the
“Golden Age” of OSU Track and Field

By Doug Crooks

1970-71 cross country and mile

They were called the “Golden
Years” of track and field at
Oregon State. Sam Bell
brought the Beavers into the
national spotlight in the early
‘60s, and then from 1966 to
1975, the Berny Wagner-led
Beavers were nationally ranked
eight times. ‘

“We were a program that ri-
valed any in the country,”
Wagner said from his home in
Corvallis. “We had the most
balanced squad of any in the
nation and we had our share of
star athletes and national champions.”

Those stars included some 20 nationally-ranked athletes and
many who gained international-ranking including Tim Volmer
(discuss), Pat Collins (800), Tracy Smith (5K), Willie Turner

(100 and 200), and Dick Fosbury and Tom Woods (high
jump).

“It’'s important to remember that our program produced
more than outstanding athletes—we produced outstanding
individuals,” Wagner added. “We were a credit to the uni-
versity and to the community.”

“We lost an awfully good track program,” Wagner said of
Lynn Snyder’s decision to drop the heralded program in
1988. “It never should have happened, but now it is up to us
to bring it back.”

Story continued on page 2...



Wagner continued...

Berny has worked hard to revive the program. Through
letters, phone calls, and old-fashioned cajoling, Wagner
and a few of his former athletes—Brian Glanville and
Roger Stalick in particular —raised nearly $300,000 and
helped the Athletic Department launch a multi-phase cam-
paign to bring the program back to its previous glory.

“No one should doubt Bob De Carolis” commitment and
involvement to bringing track and field back to Oregon
State,” Wagner said. “We need a renewed effort by every
track and field alum to help with this fund raising cam-

paign.”

The next steps are to raise $6.5 million to build a new track
and field complex, and an additional $5 million that will
be placed in an endowment to cover scholarship expenses
of the men’s program on an annual basis. The athletic de-
partment has already provided the land for the track facil-
ity and committed to cover the salary expenses for four
coaches as well as operating costs for the men’s team.

“This new facility will be fantastic,” Wagner said while
reviewing plans for the new track and field facility. “It
will be state-of-the-art technically and the competitive sur-
faces will be the best available.”
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Wagner reflects with great pride when exchanging stories
of his ten years at OSU. “We showed that there was more
than one track and field program in Oregon,” Wagner
said. “We were competitive year in and year out ... and in
1969 we were undefeated, including dual meet wins
against UCLA, Washington, Washington State, and Ore-
gon.”

“But, of course, it wasn’t just about winning, we took on
anybody and kept everybody ... We had four times the
number of walk-ons as we had scholarships,” Wagner
said.

“I wanted our athletes to learn that there was something
about depending on your teammates and them depending
on you ... that you’d do better than you would other-

wise,” Wagner added. “I wanted them to know that by being
part of this program they were part of a community and that
these lessons and this support would continue through life.”

Wagner said that it is our obligation to bring this tradition back
to Oregon State.

“We need to bring this program back for the great student ath-
letes that want to attend Oregon State but don’t, because we
don’t have a track and field program,” Wagner said. “We need
to bring it back for our alums, for the community and for the
State of Oregon.”

OSU Track & Field FACTOID:

Wagner track and field All-Americans

During Wagner's tenure, 15 OSU athletes
won 23 All-American honors and nine ath-
letes captured individual NCAA titles.




Bringing Back Our Track & Field Heritage

Lynn Eves —
‘I Really Want the Program Back’

Eves called on other OSU track alums to join him in
raising the funds needed to build a track and field
complex.

“We need a state-of-the-art facility if we're going to

bring the men’s program back,” said the member of
the 1960 Canadian Olympic team. He called on eve-
ryone who’s been in the program to “help us build a
program that rivals our success in the ‘60s and ‘70s.”

Asked why he feels bringing the program back is so
important, Lynn is quick to say, “It gave me so many
tools to be successful in life ... and it also gave me real
friends—life friends ... there is a real intensity here, a
real bond that never dies.”

Track and Field Complex Fund Donors to Date
Dr. Royal W and Elfrieda DeLany

Ms. Patricia Ingram

Mrs. Patricia Reed and Scott L Wilbrecht

Mr. Mark Michael and Martha Wenrick Greenough
Mr. Jack W and Kelly Cole Berka

Mr. John V and Brenda House Lobbato

Ms. Karen | and Richard A Oldfield

Mr. David James and Camille Santee

Mr. David and Velma R DuFault

Mr. Donald L and Donna L Pickens

Mr. John W Ball

Mr. Jerry R Brady

Mr. Gerry and Sharron Church

Mr. Steve C and Mary Robertson DeAutremont
Mr. Lynn and Janet Abraham Eves

Dr. Richard A and Cheryl Hergenrather

Dr. Clyde E and Terri A Hunt

Mr. John H Kilbuck

Dr. Stephen ] and Patricia ] Schuetz

Dr. Ronald E and Suzanne Combs Stewart

Mr. Robert Grant and Patricia Kelly Swan

Mr. Roger Wissman

UST Inc

Mrs. Naideen Butler

Ms. Zel Brook and Mr Bradford S Whiting
Mr. Michael Edward and Nanette Bowlin Twist
Mr. Stephen V Bird

Mr. D William White

Mr. Ryan Scott Perigny

Ms. Hilary W Gilmore

Track and Field Endowment Donors to Date
Ms. Theresa Brewer

Mr. William Scott Brewer

Mr. Thomas Ralph Cushman

Mr. Brent Richard Eggers

Ms. Nonnie R Hussa

Mr. John H Rogers Thank you So
Mrs. Patricia Reed Wilbrecht
much for your
Mr. Scott L Wilbrecht f y
contributions.

Mrs. Frances Jones Bell

Mr. G Sam Bell

Mrs. Julie Ann Bodfish

Mrs. Karen Thompson Umemoto
Mr. Randall Craig Brown

Ms. Wendy Brown

Mr. Lyle Jay Pomeroy




If you would like to make a financial contribution to the OSU Track and Field facility or the Track Endowment, please fill out the
pledge form provided below. You can mail your completed form to the BASF 123 Gill Coliseum attn: Doug Oxsen, Corvallis, OR
97330. Your support is greatly appreciated and crucial to bringing back our track and field heritage!! There are many ways to do-
nate to this project. Obviously cash is great but you may find it more beneficial from a tax stand point to donate appreciated stocks
or property. To help us get to our goal of $11M please consider making a larger gift but spreading it out over several annual pay-
ments. Making a planned or estate gift can also benefit the project. If you have questions on these issues or need clarifica-

tion, please contact

Doug Oxsen, Regional Director of Development with BASF. Doug can be reached by email at

doug.oxsen@oregonstate.edu or phone: 541-737-7486 (office); 541-231-7244 (cell). Thanks and GO BEAVS!

850 SW 35th Street
Corvallis, Oregon 97333-4015

» : 541-737-4218
Foundation | rewsemres

OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY osufoundation.org

TRACK AND FIELD GIFT FORM

I/We wish to make a one time gift of $

Please make checks payable to: OSU Foundation.
OR
PLEDGE

I/We pledge to pay to the Oregon State University Foundation the sum of § to be paid according to the fol-

lowing schedule:

$ by 2008
$ by 2009
$ by 2010
$ by 2011
$ by 2012

Please use my/out gift to benefit the Track and Field Complex.or Track and Field Endowment. (citcle one)

Please send me/us pledge payment reminders. Yes No

Donor’s Signature Date

Donor’s Signature Date

Name (s):
(Please Print)

Address:

City/State/ Zip:

Phone:

[J T am interested in learning more about planned giving and/or including Oregon State in my estate plans.




