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2010 Ohio University Quick Facts
Founded ..................................................................... 1804
Location ..........................................................Athens, Ohio 
Enrollment ..............................................................28,751
Nickname ............................................................... Bobcats
Colors ...................................... Hunter Green and White
President .....................................Dr. Roderick J. McDavis
Athletics Director ............................................ Jim Schaus
Senior Woman Administrator .......................Amy Dean
Conference .................................................Mid-American
Athletic Department Phone ............... (740) 593-1300 
Ticket Offi ce Phone ..............................(800) 575-CATS
Volleyball Facility ........................... Convocation Center
Capacity ..................................................................13,080

Volleyball Quick Facts
Head Coach:  ..Ryan Theis (Wisconsin-Milwaukee ‘00)
Ohio Record:  .....................51-15 (.773) - Third season
Career Record:   .......................................................Same
Assistant Coaches:  ........Kyle Weindel (Ball State ‘03)  
.................................Meghan Keck (Illinois-Chicago ‘04)
Vol. Asst. Coach: ...........Jenny Manz Theis (Florida ‘00)
Athletic Trainer:  ..............................Kelly Hockenberger
Strength & Conditioning:  .......................... Mike Basgier
2009 Record:  ............................................................27-7
2009 MAC Record:  .......................................... 15-1/1st 
Final AVCA Ranking: ..............................Receiving Votes
Postseason Play:  ..........................NCAA  Second Round 
........................................................ (lost to Michigan, 3-2)
Starters Returning/Lost:  ............. 4/2 (including libero) 
Letterwinners Returning/Lost: ....................................9/4

Program Quick Facts
First Year of Volleyball:  .......................................... 1968
All-time record:  ........ 572-532-2 (.518), 42nd season
Years in NCAA Championship:  ......... Seven (2003-09)
NCAA Championship Record:  ....................................4-7
MAC Titles:  .................................... Six (2003-07, 2009)
MAC Tournament Titles: ..........Six (2003-06, 2008-09)
All-Americans:  ...................................Five with six honors
MAC Players of the Year:  .........Five with seven honors
All-MAC Players:  ................................23 with 43 honors
Academic All-MAC:  ...........................18 with 24 honors

Media Relations Quick Facts
Volleyball SID: ................................. ........Drew Wiseman
Offi  ce Phone: .................................. .... (740) 597-1837
Cell Phone: ..................................... ....... (740) 818-6674
Fax: ......................................................... (740) 597-1838
E-Mail: ..................................... ........ wisemanc@ohio.edu
Web site: ............................ ..........www.ohiobobcats.com
Mailing Address:
N117 Convocation Center
Athens, OH 45701

Media Guide Credits

Editor: Drew Wiseman, Kim Gaffney Photography: Scott Gardner, Joel Hawksley, Cricket Jones, John Thorndike, 
USA Volleyball 
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Program VisionProgram Vision
Continue to Develop a Culture of National Prominence
One of 10 schools to rank among the top 26 nationally in RPI over the last four seasons; the only non-BCS program to achieve that feat

One of only 14 schools in the nation to qualify for the NCAA Championship in each of the last seven seasons

Ranked or receiving votes in 53 of the last 75 Bison/AVCA Coaches’ Top 25 polls

Ranked in the national top-30 in attendance in each of the last four years
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Consistently Compete for 

Championships
Six regular-season and MAC Tournament titles in the last seven years

Seven-consecutive trips to the NCAA Championship, the second-longest 
streak in MAC history

24-8 (.750) postseason record since 2003

NCAA regional semifi nalist in 2005, qualifi ed for second round three 
times
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Program Vision Program Vision 

Excel in the Classroom
Earned the Public Recognition Award in each of the last three years for posting a perfect multi-year Academic Progress Rate (APR)

Placed a program-record and league-high four student-athletes on the 2008 Academic All-MAC team; have had six student-athletes receive 
eight all-academic honors the past two years.

Four of Ohio’s fi ve All-Americans earned Academic All-MAC honors at least once during their careers

Give Back to the Community
Raised almost $5,000 for breast cancer research in conjunction with the Dig 
Pink Program and awarded with a philanthropic award by the Side-Out 

Foundation

Collected nearly $1,000 for Big Brothers/Big Sisters of America 

Sponsored a local youth baseball team

Hold numerous youth clinics and sponsor the Little Bobcat Club to encourage 
local children to lead an active and healthy lifestyle
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Sponsored a local youth baseball team

Hold numerous youth clinics and sponsor the Little Bobcat Club to encourage 
local children to lead an active and healthy lifestyle
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2010 Outlook 2010 Outlook 
One of the country’s top volleyball programs looks to make 
it back to the NCAA Tournament for an eighth-consecutive 
season in 2010, as familiar faces look to replace a senior 
class that set numerous records and won 111 games over 
four seasons. 

Despite the loss of two-time MAC Player of the Year Ellen 
Herman, two All-MAC performers in Meghan Simons and 
Jane Sytsma and 2009 MAC Tournament MVP Sarah 
Petrulis, the Bobcats are gunning for their seventh MAC 
tournament and regular-season title in eight years. This 
year’s crop of seniors, Michelle Jantsch, Sue Jacobi and 
Meryl Bender are accustomed to competing and winning 
at a high level and they’ll make sure that the tradition of 
excellence continues this season. 

There are a handful of underclassmen that also seemed 
poised to make a jump in 2010 as the Bobcats have more 
overall depth at certain positions and boats one of the 
biggest blocking lines in the country with a rotation of six-
footers looking to improve on last year’s nationally-ranked 
blocking numbers.  

Setter
Michelle Jantsch 5-10 Sr. Mission Hills, Kan.
Leah Petrovich 6-0 So. Pittsburgh, Pa.

Jantsch, a two-time All-MAC selection, brings a wealth of 
experience to the Ohio lineup as its primary distributor 
of the ball. She played in every set last season and has 
missed only one over the past two seasons while growing 
into a force in the service game with an expansive 
offensive arsenal.  Jantsch had fi ve double-doubles for the 
Bobcats last season, all coming during the fi nal 10 games 
which included MAC and NCAA Tournament contests.

Sitting in third place on the program’s career assists chart 
entering her fi nal season, Jantsch can break the all-time 
record if she has a similar season to 2009. The senior also 
impressed last season with a .383 hitting percentage, tops 
on the team, and 34 service aces, tied for the most on the 
squad.  Her 96 career service aces place her fi fth on the 
school’s rally-scoring career chart.

With her size at the net and ability to put hitters in position 
to take quality swings, Petrovich will continue to gain 
experience and learn at the setter position. The athletic, 
six-foot sophomore, saw action in 10 matches last season 
and will also serve as an asset in the blocking game for 
the Bobcats. 

Outside Hitter
Sue Jacobi 6-0 Sr. Louisville, Ky.
Mandy Nichols 6-3 Sr. Greenwood, Ind.
Katie Post 6-3 Jr. Streamwood, Ill.
Marah Farage 6-3 Fr. Medina, Ohio
Lauren Seyllar 6-0 Fr. Bloomington, Ill.

Jacobi emerged last season as a signifi cant point scorer 
for the Bobcats and fi nished second on the team in kills and 
points. A First Team All-MAC selection, Jacobi also fi nished 
fourth in the conference with a .334 hitting percentage 
and tied for eighth in the MAC with 3.22 kills per contest, 
both during conference play. Down the stretch last season, 
Jacobi truly excelled and started to emerge as the type 
of player Coach Theis expects her to be this season for 
Ohio, recording double-digit kills in 16 of the team’s 
fi nal 19 contests including a career-high 18 in the NCAA 
Tournament win over Notre Dame.

Nichols gives Ohio the luxury of a 6-3 pin hitter with elite 
passing skills. Her length also allows her to both swing and 

block high above the net, which will allow her to play a 
role in the Bobcats’ offensive plans once again this fall 
from the left or right side. When fully healthy, Nichols is 
a strong offensive threat for the ‘Cats. She stepped up in 
the quarterfi nals of the MAC Tournament and provided 
the team with an offensive spark and in a regular-season 
match with Bowling Green the Indiana native had a 
career-high 12 kills and 13.5 points. 

Seyller will look to compete for an outside-hitter position 
and help with ball control. The majority of her points 
should come from the left side.

Middle Blocker
Katie Post 6-3 Jr. Streamwood, Ill.
Lexie Hartnett 6-3 R-Fr. Fairport, N.Y.
Marah Farage 6-3 Fr. Medina, Ohio
Liis Kullerkann 6-3 Fr. Keila, Estonia

Last season, the Bobcats led the league in blocks and were 
one of the top programs nationally, but the loss of Simons 
and Sytsma has created some question marks.  Despite the 
departures of two outstanding middle blockers, the depth 
and height at the position return with four players very 
capable of equaling last season’s success.

Post’s versatility and imposing blocking presence make the 
middle blocker position the deepest on the Ohio team yet 
again. Post’s ability gives this young and talented group 
an entirely new look and her versatility can be witnessed 
at the net (ninth in the conference with 0.85 blocks per 

match) and from the service line (seventh in the conference 
with 0.29 service aces per contest during MAC play). In 
fact, Post scored 10 or more points during 15 matches and 
came up big when it mattered most with a career-high 
15.5 in the MAC Tournament against Central Michigan.

A player that will provide physical presence in the 
middle with the ability to hit a heavy ball is Hartnett.  
After redshirting last season and spending it gaining 
experience and adjusting to the speed of the collegiate 
game during practices, she has emerged as one of the top 
middle blockers for the Bobcats. At the end of the summer 
schedule, Hartnett was the top blocker on the team and an 
encouraging sign may be that she is still learning. 

Farage is a player still settling into a position and has 
experience at all three attack positions from her high 
school and club background while Kullerkann, like Hartnett, 
is trying to adjust to the pace of collegiate volleyball.  Both 
players also contribute to an already towering frontline 
with their impressive heights. 

Opposite Hitter 
Faith Robins 6-0 So. WInstom-Salem, N.C. 
Ashley Jordan 5-11 So. Frankfort, Ohio 

Robins is a right-side attacker who also has the ability 
to get off the fl oor quickly and provide a high blocking 
presence. She will look to fi ght for a starting spot on the 
right side and could be this season’s player to watch as she 
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2010 Outlook2010 Outlook
has all the natural tools to succeed at this level. Coach Theis 
looks to see more from her offensively after recording kills 
in 19 of the 22 matches she played in last season.

A local product with high upside, Jordan will provide depth 
for the Bobcats on the right side after playing in some 
contests last season. 

Defensive Specialist
Meryl Bender 5-5 Sr. Yorktown, Ind.
Nicole Staverman 5-7 Jr. Edgewood, Ky.
Kelly Colyar 5-8 Fr. Los Gatos, Calif.
Mollie Geske 5-6 Fr. Shakopee, Minn.

Bender’s focus on improving make her the favorite to 
take over the secondary setting responsibilities with the 
departure of Petrulis. The senior fi nished third on the team 
in assists last year and also recorded double-digit digs 
on six occasions while seeing action at all three back-row 
positions. One thing that gets missed on the score sheets 
but always shows up on the court is Bender’s passion. The 
senior is the clear vocal leader for the program and her 
energy is contagious on match day.

Staverman brings quickness to the Ohio back row which 
has allowed her to gain playing time. She has also shown 
an ability to come through at the service line, leading the 
team twice during the MAC Tournament in aces. With more 

playing time, Staverman’s ability to chase balls down 
could propel her to the upper echelon of the conference in 
terms of dig numbers after recording 10 or more digs in 
four of the last six contests of 2009.

Colyar and Geske will each provide depth at the position 
as they learn and grow during their freshmen campaigns. 
These two will be looked to in the future as key players for 
the Green & White.

Schedule
The Green & White will play fi ve NCAA Tournament 
qualifi ers from 2009 during their non-conference schedule 
and host the Baymont Inn & Suites Invitational which will 
feature three power-conference programs, Tennessee, 
Northwestern and Pitt. 

MAC play begins on September 23 and eight teams 
(Kent State, Buffalo, Western Michigan, Northern Illinois, 
Eastern Michigan, Miami and Bowling Green) all travel to 
southeastern Ohio in 2010. 

Ohio will conclude the regular season against another 
top program as Dayton visits on Nov. 26. After the MAC 
Tournament, Ohio will wait-and-see on their possible 
qualifi cation into the 2010 NCAA Tournament. The Green 
& White have been selected to NCAA’s the last seven 
years and have advanced to the second round three times 
during that span. 

Returning Statistical Leaders

Kills ......................................................... Sue Jacobi (370)

Kills/Set ................................................. Sue Jacobi (3.01)

Attacks .................................................... Sue Jacobi (816)

Hit. %............................................Michelle Jantsch (.383)

Assists .......................................Michelle Jantsch (1,342)

Assists/Set ................................Michelle Jantsch (10.91)

Aces .................................................Michelle Jantsch (34)

Aces/Set .......................................Michelle Jantsch (0.28)

Digs ................................................Michelle Jantsch (218)

Digs/Set ............................................Meryl Bender (1.79)

Block Solos ...............................................Sue Jacobi (24)

Block Assists ............................................. Katie Post (95)

Total Blocks .............................................Katie Post (104)

Blocks/Set ...............................................Katie Post (0.85)

Points ...................................................Sue Jacobi (427.5)

Points/Set .............................................. Sue Jacobi (3.48)
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  2010 OHIO VOLLEYBALL

THIS IS OHIO

2010 Roster 2010 Roster 
Roster Breakdown
Seniors (3)
16 - Meryl Bender
2 - Sue Jacobi
10 - Michelle Jantsch
11 - Mandy Nichols

Juniors (2)
12 - Katie Post
9 - Nicole Staverman

Sophomores (3)
7 - Ashley Jordan
5 - Leah Petrovich
8 - Faith Robins

Freshmen (6)
6 - Kelly Colyar
4 - Marah Farage
14 - Mollie Geske
15 - Lexie Hartnett 
13 - Liis Kullerkann
3 - Lauren Syller

Pronunciation Guide
Marah FARAGE - Fuh-rahj
Michelle JANTSCH - Jants
LIIS KULLERKANN - Lease Cooler-kahn
Leah PETROVICH - Petro-vitch
Faith ROBINS - Robbins
Lauren SEYLLER - Siler
Nicole STAVERMAN - Stay-verman
Ryan THEIS - Tice
Kyle WEINDEL - Wine-dell

2010 NUMERICAL ROSTER
No. Name  Pos.  Ht.  Cl.  Hometown (High School)  
2 Sue Jacobi OH 6-0 Sr. Louisville, Ky. (Presentation Academy)
3 Lauren Seyller OH 5-11 Fr. Bloomington, Ill. (Bloomington)
4 Marah Farage MD 6-3 Fr. Medina, Ohio (Buckeye)
5 Leah Petrovich S 6-0 So. Pittsburgh, Pa. (Shaler Area)
6 Kelly Colyar DS 5-7 Fr. Los Gatos, Calif. (Los Gatos)
7 Ashley Jordan Opp. 5-11 So. Frankfort, Ohio (Adena)
8 Faith Robins OH 6-0 So. Winston-Salem, N.C. (Robert B. Glenn)
9 Nicole Staverman DS 5-7 Jr. Edgewood, Ky. (Notre Dame)
10 Michelle Jantsch S 5-10 Sr. Mission Hills, Kan. (St. Teresa Academy)
11 Mandy Nichols OH 6-3 Sr. Greenwood, Ind. (Center Grove)
12 Katie Post MB 6-3 Jr. Streamwood, Ill. (Streamwood)
13 Liis Kullerkann MB 6-3 Fr. Keila, Estonia (Audentes Sports Gymnasium)
14 Mollie Geske DS 5-6 Fr. Shakopee, Minn. (Shakopee)
15 Lexie Hartnett MB 6-1 R-Fr. Fairport, N.Y. (Fairport)
16 Meryl Bender DS 5-5 Sr. Yorktown, Ind. (Yorktown)

2010 ALPHABETICAL ROSTER
No. Name  Pos.  Ht.  Cl.  Hometown (High School)  
16 Meryl Bender DS 5-5 Sr. Yorktown, Ind. (Yorktown)
6 Kelly Colyar DS 5-7 Fr. Los Gatos, Calif. (Los Gatos)
4 Marah Farage MD 6-3 Fr. Medina, Ohio (Buckeye)
14 Mollie Geske DS 5-6 Fr. Shakopee, Minn. (Shakopee)
15 Lexie Hartnett MB 6-1 R-Fr. Fairport, N.Y. (Fairport)
2 Sue Jacobi OH 6-0 Sr. Louisville, Ky. (Presentation Academy)
10 Michelle Jantsch S 5-10 Sr. Mission Hills, Kan. (St. Teresa Academy)
7 Ashley Jordan Opp. 5-11 So. Frankfort, Ohio (Adena)
13 Liis Kullerkann MB 6-3 Fr. Keila, Estonia (Audentes Sports Gymnasium)
11 Mandy Nichols OH 6-3 Sr. Greenwood, Ind. (Center Grove) 
5 Leah Petrovich S 6-0 So. Pittsburgh, Pa. (Shaler Area)
12 Katie Post MB 6-3 Jr. Streamwood, Ill. (Streamwood)
8 Faith Robins OH 6-0 So. Winston-Salem, N.C. (Robert B. Glenn)
3 Lauren Seyller OH 5-11 Fr. Bloomington, Ill. (Bloomington)
9 Nicole Staverman DS 5-7 Jr. Edgewood, Ky. (Notre Dame)

Head Coach: Ryan Theis (Wisconsin-Milwaukee ‘00)
     Ohio Record: 51-15 (.773)
     Career Record: Same
Assistant Coaches: Meghan Keck (Illinois-Chicago ‘04), Kyle Weindel (Ball State ‘03)

Front row (L-R): Ashley Jordan, Mollie Geske, Michelle Jantsch, Kelly Colyar, Faith Robins, Lauren Seyller, Nicole Staverman, Meryl Bender. Back row (L-R): Head Coach Ryan Theis, Assistant Coach Kyle 
Weindel, Leah Petrovich, Marah Farage, Mandy Nichols, Liis Kullerkann, Lexie Hartnett, Katie Post, Sue Jacobi, Manager .... Assistant Coach Meghan Keck


