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Vi l l a n ova Un i versity senior running back Br i a n
Westbrook closed out his illustrious collegiate career in fine
fashion on Thursday evening as he was awarded the Walter
Payton Award given annually to the National Offensive
Player of the Year in NCAA I-AA football. Westbrook
received the award at a banquet held in Chattanooga,
Tennessee. The other two finalists for the award included
Rocky Butler of Hofstra University and Adrian Peterson of
Georgia Southern. The I-AA National Championship game
between Furman University and the University of Montana
will be played in Chattanooga on Friday, Dec. 21. 

Westbrook received 31 first-place votes and 320
points from the panel of 103 I-AA sports information direc-
tors and selected media. Following Westbrook in the voting
were Hofstra's Rocky Butler, who earned 22 first-place votes
and 267 total points, and Georgia Southern's Ad r i a n
Peterson, who finished in the top three of the voting for the
fourth consecutive year. Furman's Louis Ivory finished fifth
in this year's voting. 

We s t b rook becomes the second player fro m
Villanova to win the award. In 1997, former Wildcat and
current Atlanta Falcon wide receiver Brian Finneran gar-
nered the award. Villanova joins the University of Idaho
(John Friesz-1989, Doug Nussmeier-1993) as the only
schools to have two Walter Payton Award winners. 

In 11 games in 2001, Westbrook led all of NCAA I-
AA in both All-purpose yards with 2,823 and scoring with
176 points (29 TDs). The 5-9, 205 pound Westbrook
rushed 249 times for 1,603 yards and 22 scores, caught 59
passes for 658 yards and six touchdowns, returned 17 kick-
offs for 440 yards and a score, in addition to returning 12
punts for 90 yards during the 2001 campaign. In
Villanova's season finale at William & Mary on Nov. 24,
Westbrook set the NCAA All-Divisions career all-purpose
yards record with 9,512 yards in 44 regular season games. 

As a junior in 2000, Westbrook finished third in the
Walter Payton Award voting behind Louis Ivory of Furman
University who won the award and Peterson who finished
second. 

The most decorated player in school history,
Westbrook finishes his Wildcat career with 41 school
records, 19 Atlantic 10 Conference marks and five NCAA
records. Earlier this week, Westbrook became the first play-
er in the history of Villanova football to earn first team All-
American honors in three different seasons, when he earned
first team All-American acclaim from both The Sports
Ne t w o rk and the AFCA. As a sophomore in 1998,
Westbrook became the only player in the history of college
football at any level to rush for 1,000 yards and receive for
1,000 yards in the same season. 

Westbrook is scheduled to play in both the Senior
Bowl on Saturday, January 26 and the Hula Bowl on
Saturday, Feb. 3. 

Westbrook graduated from Villanova in May, 2000
with a degree in Management Information Systems and is
currently enrolled in Villanova's MBA program. 

By Dean Kenefick, 
Athletics Media Relations

VI L LA N OVA'S WE S T B RO O K WI N S WA LT E R PAYTO N AWA R D
BRIAN WESTBROOK BECOMES SECOND VILLANOVA PLAYER TO RECEIVE THE HONOR

Senior running back Brian Westbrook (center) won the 2001
Walter Payton Award, given annually to the nation’s top offensive
player in Division I-AA football. (Photo by Rob Dougherty).

PEN PAL LETTERS ARE IN!

Stop by the Office of Athletic Student 
Services to pick up your letter from your 

new pal today.  Don’t delay. . . . 
your pen pals are counting on you!

STUDENT-ATHLETE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
JANUARY MEETINGS

Executive Committee - January 18 @
12:30 PM in the Severence Room, 

Jake Nevin Field House
General Committee - January 25 @ 12:30 PM

in the Bryn Mawr Room, Connelly Center

DID YOU KNOW?

More Christmas cards are sent every year in the United States than any other kind of holiday card - 2.7
billion of them, along with 11 million Hanukkah cards.  Valentine’s Day comes in second with 1 billion

cards and Easter is third with 160 million cards.
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PAWPRINTS

A D O P T - A - T E A M :  W I N T E R / S P R I N G S C H E D U L E

VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY
ATHLETICS STUDENT SERVICES
JAKE NEVIN FIELD HOUSE
800 LANCASTER AVENUE
VILLANOVA, PA 19085

TEAMS GOING TO GAME DATES/TIMES
Softball BASEBALL Saturday, March 16th vs. Coppin St. (TBA)
Volleyball Friday, April 12th @ 12 noon/2 PM vs. UConn

M Soccer W BASKETBALL Tuesday, January 29th @ 7:30 PM vs. Miami
Volleyball Wednesday, February 13th @ 7:30 PM vs. Pittsburgh

Field Hockey GOLF TBA
W Soccer

W Soccer M LACROSSE Saturday, March 23rd @ 12 noon vs. Colgate
W Tennis Tuesday, April 2nd @ 7 PM vs. Johns Hopkins

Field Hockey W LACROSSE Wednesday, March 20th @ 4 PM vs. La Salle
Football Wednesday, April 3rd @ 7 PM vs. Rutgers

Swimming ROWING TBA
Water Polo

Baseball SOFTBALL Saturday, April 6th @ 12 noon vs. Boston College
Track & Field/CC Thursday, April 18th @ 1 PM vs. UPenn

Golf SWIM & DIVING Friday, February 1st at 6 PM vs. St. John’s
Rowing

W Basketball M TENNIS Tuesday, April 9th @ 3 PM vs. Drexel
Water Polo Saturday, April 13th @ 12 noon vs. UConn

M Soccer W TENNIS Tuesday, March 26th @ 3 PM vs. Temple
Swim & Diving Saturday, April 13th @ 12 noon vs. UConn

M Basketball WATER POLO Saturday, March 23rd @ Villanova Invitational (TBA)


