











2009 National Champions

Matt Szczur Makes Bone Marrow Donation to Young Patient With Leukemia

s a freshman at Villanova three years ago,
baseball and football player Matt Szczur
joined the registry of the Be The Match founda-
tion during a drive hosted on campus. Szczur

was identified as a match for a leukemia patient

several months ago and recently underwent a
procedure to donate peripheral blood cells to a
19-month old patient he has never met.

“I was extremely excited when I found out
that I was a match for a patient,” Szczur said.
“When I joined the donor registry I never in a
million years thought that I would one day be a
match. It is a terrific feeling to have successfully
completed the procedure. I was just happy to
have this opportunity and I know that anyone
else would do the same thing I did if they were
given the chance to save someone’s life.”

Thousands of patients with leukemia and
other life-threatening diseases need bone mar-
row transplants and depend on the Be The
Match Registry to find a donor. For a successful
transplant, a patient needs a matching donor.

Although there are more than 20 million regis-
tered donors, there are still only a few hundred
matches found each year.

“There is no doubt in my mind that the pro-
cedure is going to be successful for the patient,”
Szczur said. “I whole-heartedly believe that she
is going to be okay and hopefully one day I will
be able to meet her and her family. In my heart,
I just know that there is a great family out there
and it was an honor to have the chance to help
a little girl. T can’t wait for the day when she is
well enough to come to one of my games and
see me play.”

In preparation for making his donation,
Szczur took medication which caused him to
miss 10 games during the baseball season. He
still wound up leading the team in eight differ-
ent offensive categories for the year, including
batting .443 with a .487 on-base percentage
and a .667 slugging percentage. He tallied 13
doubles, seven triples and four home runs and
became Villanova’s first .400 hitter since 1997.

For his efforts, Szczur was named a first team
All-BIG EAST selection as well as an All-East
Region pick.

Szczur is a two-sport star at Villanova who
carned All-America honors as a football player
in 2009. He helped lead the Wildcats to their
first-ever national championship, as Villanova
defeated Montana by a score of 23-21 in the title
game of the Division I Football Championship.
Szczur ran for a career-high 159 yards against
Montana and racked up 270 all-purpose yards
on the way to being named MVP of the cham-
pionship game for his performance.

Villanova football coach Andy Talley is in
his 18th year of association with the bone mar-
row donor program and continues to hold test-
ing drives to get people entered into the national
registry. This year’s drive was held last April
and resulted in more than 700 people joining
the registry. Since 1992, Talley’s efforts have
resulted in nearly 20,000 potential donors being
successfully tested and entered into the registry.






