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VILLANOVA WILDCAT
2008 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

Date Opponent Time
8/30 at West Virginia 3:30 p.m.
9/13 Lehigh (Parents’Weekend) 1 p.m.
9/20 at Penn 3:30 p.m.
9/27 Richmond (*) 3:30 p.m.
10/4 at William & Mary (*) 1 p.m.
10/18 at Rhode Island (*) Noon
10/25 James Madison (*) (Homecoming) 3:30 p.m.
11/1 at Northeastern (*) 1 p.m.
11/8 New Hampshire (*) 3:30 p.m.
11/15 Towson (*) 1 p.m.
11/22 at Delaware (*) 2:30 p.m.

Home games in bold and played at Villanova Stadium
(*) Denotes Colonial Athletic Association Games

MEDIA INFORMATION

Interview Requests
All Interview requests should be directed toward Dean Kenefick,
Associate Athletics Director/Communications, 
(610) 519-6514.

Radio: 
Live on 950-AM ESPN Radio and online at
www.villanova.com
beginning with kickoff at 3:30 p.m.

Play By Play: Joe Eichhorn
Color Analysis: Ryan Fannon

Television:

Play By Play: John Sanders
Color Analysis: Rene Nadeau

Live on ESPN Regional (clearances below)
WPVI-DT2 (Philadelphia)
WJAL (Washington, D.C.)
SportsNet New York
Brighthouse (Tampa)
Altitude (Denver)
MASN (Baltimore)
Metro Sports K.C. (Kansas City)
Time Warner Wisconsin (Milwaukee)
Cox New Orleans
WPCW (Pittsburgh)

GAME NO. 1

at

Saturday, August 30, 2008
3:30 p.m.

Mountaineer Field (60,000)
Morgantown, W. Va.

SERIES INFORMATION

OVERALL: West Virginia leads 5-1

FIRST MEETING: 1913 (7-0 West Virginia)

OVERALL UNDER TALLEY: First meeting

LAST VILLANOVA WIN: 1977 (41-36)

LAST WEST VIRGINIA WIN: 1976 (28-7)

VILLANOVA
WILDCATS

0-0 Overall 
0-0 CAA

NO. 8 WEST VIRGINIA
MOUNTAINEERS

0-0 Overall 
0-0 BIG EAST



www.villanova.com
2008 Villanova Football

TEAM COMPARISON 
VILLANOVA (2007 Stats) OFFENSE WEST VIRGINIA (2007 Stats)

26.2 Points Per Game 39.6
194 First Downs 279
1694 Rushing Yards 3864
154.0 Avg. Rushing Yards Per Game 297.2
480 Rushing Attempts 628
3.5 Avg. Yards Per Rush 6.2
1893 Passing Yards 2067
172.1 Avg. Passing Yards Per Game 159.0
257 Passes Attempted 265
161 Passes Completed 176
7.4 Avg. Yards Per Pass 7.8
3587 Total Offensive Yardage 5931
326.1 Avg. Total Offense Per Game 456.2
26.3 Avg.  Kickoff Return 22.9
7.7 Avg.  Punt Return 12.0
60-for-156 (38%) Third Down Conversions 83-for-173 (48%)
7-for-15 (47%) Fourth Down Conversions 6-for-15 (40%)

DEFENSE
23.7 Avg. Points Per Game 18.1
229 First Downs Allowed 222
1471 Rushing Yards Allowed 1468
133.7 Avg. Rushing Yards Allowed 112.9
393 Rushing Attempts Allowed 486
3.7 Avg. Yards Per Rush Allowed 3.0
2640 Passing Yards Allowed 2454
240.0 Avg. Passing Yards Allowed 188.8
401 Pass Attempts Allowed 385
230 Pass Completions Allowed 216
6.6 Avg. Yards Per Pass 6.4
4111 Total Offensive Yardage 3022
373.7 Avg. Total Offense Allowed 301.7
22.1 Avg. Kickoff Return Allowed 21.1
5.5 Avg. Punt Return Allowed 5.3
68-for-163 (42%) Third Down Conversions Allowed 71-for-197 (36%)
11-for-21 (52%) Fourth Down Conversions Allowed 9-for-19 (47%)

WEST VIRGINIA REPORT: The Mountaineers begin the season ranked No. 8
in the nation in both the Associated Press and the USA Today Coaches’ polls.  West
Virginia returns 42 letterwinners (17 starters) from the team that finished last sea-
son with an 11-2 record and defeated Oklahoma 48-28 in the Fiesta Bowl.  The
Mountaineers were picked to win the BIG EAST in 2008 in a preseason poll of
league head coaches.  

The leader of a dangerous West Virginia offense is senior Patrick White, the
2007 BIG EAST Offensive Player of the Year. White averaged 102.7 yards per
game rushing and 132.6 yards per game passing last season while totaling 28 touch-
downs (14 rushing, 14 passing).  The Mountaineers generated 297.2 yards per game
on the ground last season and the featured running back this year will be sopho-
more Noel Devine. In 2007, Devine rushed for 627 yards and six touchdowns while
averaging 8.6 yards per carry.

Senior Tito Gonzalez and junior Dorrell Jalloh return to the receiving corps
and will try to help replace the production of Darius Reynaud, who caught 12 of
the team’s 16 touchdown receptions last season.  Gonzalez and Jalloh each had one
receiving touchdown in 2007.

Senior linebacker Reed Williams returns to lead a defense that was effective
in stopping the running game last season.  West Virginia allowed just 112.9 yards
per game on the ground and 301.7 yards of total offense per game. The defense
forced 34 turnovers and had a +13 turnover margin for the season.    

MOUNTAINEER HEAD COACH BILL STEWART: Although this season will
mark the first as West Virginia head coach for Bill Stewart, he enters the year with
one win under his belt with the Mountaineers. Stewart was the associate head coach
in 2007 and led the team in its 48-28 victory over Oklahoma in the Fiesta Bowl.
Prior to being named head coach, Stewart had spent eight years in Morgantown as
an assistant coach, including last season’s role of Associate Head Coach. He
worked with the team’s tight ends and was the coordinator of the West Virginia spe-
cial teams prior to becoming the head coach.  

Stewart’s lengthy coaching resume includes one previous stop as a head
coach, at VMI from 1994-96.  Although his teams went 8-25 over three seasons,
Stewart’s 1995 team was the highest scoring squad in program history with 24.5
points per game.  That same season, Thomas Haskins set an FCS record by rushing
for 5,349 yards on the year.

A West Virginia native, Stewart originally came to West Virginia in 2000 after
spending the 1998 and 1999 seasons working in the Canadian Football League,
first as offensive line coach for the Montreal Alouettes and then as offensive 
coordinator for the Winnipeg Blue Bombers.

In addition to his head coaching career at VMI, Stewart has made stops as a
collegiate assistant coach at North Carolina, Marshall, William & Mary, Arizona
State and Air Force.

Stewart was a three-year letterwinner for Fairmont College and captained the
WVIAC 1974 championship team.  He graduated from Fairmont in 1975 with a
degree in Education and received a Master’s degree from West Virginia in 1977.
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2008 CAA STANDINGS
CAA Overall

NORTH W L Pct. W L Pct.
Hofstra 0 0 .000 0 0 .000
Maine 0 0 .000 0 0 .000
Massachusetts 0 0 .000 0 0 .000
New Hampshire 0 0 .000 0 0 .000
Northeastern 0 0 .000 0 0 .000
Rhode Island 0 0 .000 0 0 .000

SOUTH
Delaware 0 0 .000 0 0 .000
James Madison 0 0 .000 0 0 .000
Richmond 0 0 .000 0 0 .000
Towson 0 0 .000 0 0 .000
Villanova 0 0 .000 0 0 .000
William & Mary 0 0 .000 0 0 .000

Week 1 Schedule 

Thursday, August 28
Northeastern at Ball State 7 p.m.
Hofstra at Connecticut 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, August 30
Maine at Iowa Noon
Monmouth at Rhode Island 1 p.m.
Villanova at West Virginia 3:30 p.m.
Towson at Navy 3:30 p.m.
Delaware at Maryland 3:45 p.m.
Albany at Massachusetts 6 p.m.
James Madison at Duke 7 p.m.
Richmond at Elon 7 p.m.

2008 HONORS

Tim Kukucka
Preseason All-CAA First Team

THE SPORTS NETWORK
(PRE-SEASON POLL) 

1. Appalachian State
2. North Dakota State
3. Northern Iowa
4. Richmond
5. Massachusetts
6. James Madison
7. Eastern Washington
8. Montana
9. Delaware
10. McNeese State
11. Southern Illinois
12. Youngstown State
13. Wofford
14. Cal Poly
15. Elon
16. New Hampshire
17. Georgia Southern
18. Eastern Illinois
19. South Dakota State
20. Eastern Kentucky
21. Villanova
22. Central Arkansas
23. Citadel
24. Harvard
25. Western Illinois

Others Receiving Votes: Northern Arizona, Fordham, Delaware State,
Jacksonville State, Yale, Sam Houston State, Montana State, Furman,
Liberty, Jackson State, South Carolina State, Holy Cross, Hofstra, Colgate,
Grambling, Norfolk State, Coastal Carolina, Hampton, Southern,
Northwestern State, Tennessee-Martin, UC Davis, Weber State, Lafayette,
Alabama A&M, Texas Southern, Brown, Nicholls State, Dayton,
Tennessee State, San Diego, Albany, Maine, Prairie View

FCS COACHES POLL
(PRE-SEASON POLL) 

1. Appalachian State
2. North Dakota State
3. James Madison
4. Northern Iowa
5. Massachusetts
6. Richmond
7. Montana
8. Delaware
9. Eastern Washington
10. McNeese State
11. Southern Illinois
12. Youngstown State
13. Wofford
14. Cal Poly
15. Elon
16. New Hampshire
17. Georgia Southern
18. Eastern Illinois
19. Villanova
20. South Dakota State
21. Eastern Kentucky
22. Western Illinois
23. Citadel
24. Harvard
25. Central Arkansas
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THE BOOK ON TALLEY: Currently in his 24th season at Villanova, head
coach Andy Talley can feel responsible for every facet of the Villanova foot-
ball program, having started it from scratch in 1985. During his Wildcat
career, Talley has registered a 155-98-1 record, making him the all-time win-
ningest coach in Villanova history. His 28-year overall coaching record cur-
rently stands at 183-116-2. Throughout his tenure at Villanova, Talley has
guided the Wildcats to six NCAA playoff appearances (1989, 1991, 1992,
1996, 1997, 2002), four conference titles and two Lambert Meadowlands
Trophies. In 1997, Talley garnered the Eddie Robinson Award and the
AFCA/GTE National Coach of the Year Award after leading Villanova to a
perfect 11-0 regular season and the No. 1 ranking in the country for the last
six weeks of the regular season.

KICKING THINGS OFF: During the tenure of head coach Andy Talley,
Villanova has recorded a 13-10 mark in season openers. Of the 10 losses,
seven have come against FBS opponents. In the history of Villanova football,
the Wildcats have compiled a 56-49-3 record in season openers.   

STEPPING UP IN CLASS: Villanova will open the 2008 season at FBS and
Big East Conference member West Virginia. The game will mark the 13th
time that Villanova has played a FBS opponent since the Wildcats restored
football at the FCS level in 1985. In the previous 12 games versus FBS com-
petition, Villanova has tallied a 2-10 record. In the 10 losses, Villanova's aver-
age margin of loss has been 15.2 points per game.       

VILLANOVA VERSUS FBS COMPETITION:
1988 Wake Forest 31 Villanova 11
1990 Navy 23 Villanova 20
1995 Navy 20 Villanova 14
1996 Rutgers 38 Villanova 28
1998 Pittsburgh 48 Villanova 41
1999 Air Force 38 Villanova 13
2000 Rutgers 34 Villanova 21
2002 Villanova 37 Rutgers 19
2003 Villanova 23 Temple 20 (2OT)
2005 Rutgers 38 Villanova 6
2006 Central Florida 35 Villanova 16
2007 Maryland 31 Villanova 14
** All 12 games were played on the road with the exception of the 1998 Wake
Forest game.

TOUGH TEST: Saturday's game will mark the 13th time that Villanova has
faced an FBS opponent. It will also be the first time in the 13 games that the
Wildcats have played an FBS team ranked in the Top 25. West Virginia is
ranked No. 8 in both the pre-season Associated Press poll and USA Today
poll.

ITS BEEN A WHILE: Villanova and West Virginia will meet on the gridiron
for the first time in 31 years when the two teams do battle in Morgantown on
Saturday, August 30. In the last meeting between the schools, Villanova
earned a 41-36 victory over the Mounatineers in a game played at West
Virginia on October 29, 1977. West Virginia won the first five games in the
series and lead the all-time series by a 5-1 count. All six games in the series
have been played in Morgantown.

1913 WVU 7, Villanova 0 at Morgantown
1967 WVU 40, Villanova 0 at Morgantown
1968 WVU 30, Villanova 20 at Morgantown
1972 WVU 25, Villanova 6 at Morgantown
1976 WVU 28, Villanova 7 at Morgantown
1977 Villanova 41, WVU 36 at Morgantown

WILDCATS VERSUS THE BIG EAST: Saturday's game at West Virginia
will be the 30th game between Villanova and a current member of the Big
East Football Conference. The 29 previous games include a 7-8 mark versus
Rutgers, 2-2 against Cincinnati, 1-4 versus WVU, 1-2 against Syracuse and
0-2 versus Pittsburgh. Villanova has played Connecticut 11 times, but all of
those contests were when both teams were at the FCS level. Before moving
to the Big East, Connecticut was a member of both the Yankee Conference
and Atlantic 10 Football Conference with Villanova.  

FCS BEST: As a member of the Colonial Athletic Association (CAA),
Villanova plays in the most competitive FCS conference in the country.
Below are some highlights to back this up.

** 19 NCAA playoff berths over the last six years
** 27 NCAA playoff wins over the last six years
** 3 National Champions
** 4 National Championship runner-ups
** Has had at least one team advance to the national semifinals in eight of the
last 11 years
** Has had three different teams compete in the national championship title
game over the last five years
** Has had 10 of its 12 member programs earn NCAA championship playoff
berths over the last seven years

TEAM LEADERS: The 2008 Villanova captains will be the senior defensive
end duo of Dave Dalessandro and Greg Miller. This will be Dalessandro's
second year in a captain role as he served as a tri-captain last season. 

NATIONAL RECOGNITION: Villanova has earned a Top 25 pre-season
national ranking in a number of FCS polls. The Wildcats are No. 17 in the
AGS poll, No. 21 in the Sports Network poll and No. 19 in the FCS Coaches
poll. When looking at the Sports Network poll, it is easy to see why the CAA
is considered the top FCS conference in the country. Villanova is one of six
CAA teams to be ranked in the Sports Network pre-season poll, including four
of the six being ranked in the top 10 (No. 4 Richmond, No. 5 UMass, No. 6
JMU, No. 9 Delaware, No. 16 New Hampshire, No. 21 Villanova.) 

VILLANOVA PICKED FOURTH: Despite being ranked in the Top 25 in
numerous pre-season national polls, the Wildcats were picked to finish fourth
in the South Division of the CAA according to a poll of the league's head
coaches and selected media members.

NORTH DIVISION
1. Massachusetts (17)
2. New Hampshire (1)
3. Hofstra (1)
4. Maine
5. Northeastern
6. Rhode Island

SOUTH DIVISION
1. Richmond (11)
2. JMU (7)
3. Delaware (1)
4. VILLANOVA
5. William & Mary
6. Towson
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BACK UNDER CENTER: The biggest question surrounding Villanova
Football during the offseason centered around the health of quarterback
Antwon Young. As a sophomore last year, Young started the first six games
of the season before suffering a torn ACL in week six versus William & Mary.
Young was having the best game of his season before the injury. In three quar-
ters of action in that William & Mary game, he was 20-of-26 for 216 yards
and four touchdown passes, in addition to tallying five rushes for 38 yards and
one score. In six games in 2007, he completed 99-of-153 (64.7%) for 1,192
yards to go with 14 touchdowns and four interceptions. Young had no restric-
tions due to the knee in pre-season camp and is 100 percent entering the sea-
son opener at West Virginia.

HEALTHY CAMP: The injury bug stayed away from the Villanova football
camp this August. After three weeks of camp, the Wildcats have just one sig-
nificant injury of note and that is a broken hand suffered by sophomore cor-
nerback Jarred Corey. The injury occurred during the first week of practice
and is expected to sideline him for four to six weeks. With a bye week fol-
lowing the West Virginia contest, Corey may be ready to return for the home
opener versus Lehigh on Sept. 13. By comparison, Villanova lost three
starters for the year due to injury during last year's pre-season camp.     

THE EXPERIENCE FACTOR: One reason why hopes are high surround-
ing the 2008 Villanova football team is due to the fact that Wildcats return 17
starters and 33 letterwinners from last year's squad that went 7-4 overall and
5-3 in CAA play. 

STABILITY UP FRONT: For the first time in head coach Andy Talley's 24-
year Villanova career, the Wildcats return all five starters along the offensive
line. The five include senior center Michael Sheridan, senior Izzy Bauta and
sophomore Ben Ijalana at tackle, and junior Brian Brannigan and sopho-
more Brant Clouser at the guard spots. This same group started all 11 games
last season as well.

IRON MEN: Three members of the Wildcat offensive line have started every
game of their Villanova career. Junior guard Brian Brannigan has started 22
consecutive games at guard, while sophomore tackle Ben Ijalana and soph-
omore guard Brant Clouser started all 11 games last year as true freshmen.

ALL-CONFERENCE RETURNEES: Two members of the 2008 Wildcats
earned All-CAA distinction last year. Sophomore Tim Kukucka was a sec-
ond team selection, while junior linebacker Osayi Osunde was a third team
choice. Kukucka had 40 tackles, a team-high 12 tackles for loss and a team-
best seven sacks last year, while Osunde led the 'Cats in tackles with 82.    

BIG SHOES TO FILL: In addition to returning two All-Conference per-
formers, Villanova also lost two players who garnered All-Conference
acclaim in 2007. Tight end Matt Sherry was a first team honoree, while Matt
Dicken was a third team selection. All Sherry did last year was catch a team-
best 37 balls for a team-high 461 yards and five touchdowns en route to being
first team All-CAA and first team All-East. For his efforts, Sherry was a sixth
round draft pick of the Cincinnati Bengals. In his final two seasons in a
Villanova uniform, Dicken registered 1,354 yards rushing and 15 touch-
downs. In 2007, he had 922 yards rushing and five touchdowns.      

POINT PRODUCER: Villanova's leading returning scorer is senior kicker
Joe Marcoux. In 11 games last year, Marcoux scored 70 points by connect-
ing on 12-of-18 field goal attempts and 34-of-35 in PATs. With 22 points this
season, Marcoux will move into the top 15 on Villanova's all-time scoring list.

OVERTIME HISTORY: During head coach Andy Talley's tenure at
Villanova, the Wildcats have played 12 overtime games and in those 12 con-
tests the Wildcats are 8-4. Last year, Villanova was 1-1 in overtime games
(32-24 four overtime loss at Massachusetts/ 24-17 win over Maine). The
Wildcats have won six of their last eight overtime games. Of the 12 overtime
games, eight have been played at Villanova Stadium. 

ON THE RADIO DIAL: All the Villanova football action this year can be
heard on 950-AM ESPN Radio. This will be the third consecutive year that
950-AM will serve as the flagship station of Wildcat football. Play-by-play
announcer Joe Eichhorn, who has been broadcasting Villanova football since
1988, returns to anchor the broadcasts. Joining Eichhorn for a 16th straight
year is Ryan Fannon who will serve as the color analyst.    

NFL BOUND: As of Sunday, August 24, there are five Villanova alums on
NFL rosters. The five include running back Brian Westbrook (7th season with
Philadelphia Eagles), wide receiver Brian Finneran (10th season in NFL, 9th
with Atlanta Falcons), wide receiver/defensive back Raymond Ventrone (3rd
season with New England Patriots), center Christian Gaddis (2nd season with
Buffalo Bills) and tight end Matt Sherry (rookie season with Cincinnati
Bengals). 

CAA FOOTBALL TELECONFERENCE: Every Monday from August
25-Nov. 17, the CAA will conduct a teleconference from 10 a.m.-12:10 p.m.
with each of its head coaches. Every coach will have a 10-minute slot to dis-
cuss his team and answer questions from the media. Members of the media
are strongly encouraged to participate in the questioning. For the teleconfer-
ence access number, contact the CAA communications office at 804-754-
1616. The teleconference schedule is listed below.

10:00 a.m. CAA Update
10:10 a.m. Mike London, Richmond
10:20 a.m. Jimmye Laycock, William & Mary
10:30 a.m. Andy Talley, Villanova University 
10:40 a.m. Rocky Hager, Northeastern
10:50 a.m. Mickey Matthews, JMU
11:00 a.m. Jack Cosgrove, Maine
11:10 a.m. Don Brown, Massachusetts
11:20 a.m. Darren Rizzi, Rhode Island
11:30 a.m. Gordy Combs, Towson
11:40 a.m. Sean McDonnell, New Hampshire
11:50 a.m. Dave Cohen, Hofstra
12:00 p.m. K.C. Keeler, Delaware

THE ANDY TALLEY RADIO SHOW: Kelly's Restaurant & Tap Room
will once again be the site of the "Talking Football With Andy Talley" radio
show in 2008. The one-hour call-in show is hosted by color commentator
Ryan Fannon and will provide a weekly recap of Villanova football games, as
well as a preview of upcoming contests. The show, which can be heard on
950-AM ESPN Radio, is held on Tuesday evenings from 7-8 p.m. The first
show is scheduled for Tuesday, Sept. 2.
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Expectations are high for the Villanova Wild-
cats as they prepare for the 2008 season. The 
Wildcats return 17 starters and 33 letterwinners 
from last year’s squad that went 7-4 overall and 
5-3 in the demanding Colonial Athletic Associa-
tion. Villanova has its sights set on competing 
for the conference championship and earning 
a trip to the NCAA playoffs for the first time 
since 2002.

QUARTERBACK
The leader of the Villanova offense will be 

junior quarterback Antwon Young (6-4, 215) 
who returns to the field after suffering a season-
ending knee injury midway through the 2007 
season. Young is completely healthy and looks 
ready to make a name for himself in not only the 
CAA but on the national scene as well. Young is 
a tremendous athlete who plays the game with 
great confidence. In addition to an accurate, 
strong throwing arm, Young can also pull the 
ball down and make a play with his feet. In 
six games a year ago, he completed 99-of-153 
(64.7%) for 1,192 yards to go with 14 touch-
downs and four interceptions.  

Villanova has a very capable back-up in 
sophomore Chris Whitney (6-2, 225). When 
Young went down in week six last year, Whit-
ney stepped in as a true freshman and led the 
‘Cats to a 3-2 record. The losses came in four 
overtimes at No. 4 Massachusetts and a 35-27 
setback at No. 11 Richmond. In six games last 
year, Whitney completed 59-of-100 for 616 
yards to go with five touchdowns and three 
interceptions.  He also rushed for 100 yards and 
two touchdowns. A physical performer with a 

winning attitude, Whitney also possesses out-
standing leadership skills. If Young stays healthy 
in 2008, look for Whitney to redshirt and have 
three years of eligibility beginning in 2009.

RUNNING BACK
One of the biggest holes to fill on offense for 

the Wildcats is at running back. Villanova will 
need to replace the productivity and leadership 
of Matt Dicken who has been lost to graduation. 

In his last two years on the Main Line, Dicken 
registered 1,354 yards rushing and 15 touch-
downs. In 2007, Dicken had 922 yards rushing 
and five touchdowns en route to being a third 
team All-CAA performer.

The odds on favorites to replace Dicken are 
a pair of sophomores in Aaron Ball (5-9, 200) 
and Angelo Babbaro (5-9, 190). Ball is more 
of a physical runner, while Babbaro possesses 
outstanding speed. Ball is coming off a terrific 
spring season where he was named the Most 
Improved Offensive Player. In a limited role 
last season, Ball had 47 carries for  247 yards 
(5.3 yards per carry) and one score. His best two 
efforts of the year came in the final two contests 
of the seasons. In wins over Towson and Dela-
ware, Ball combined to record 17 carries for 95 
yards and one score. 

Babbaro made his mark in 2007 as a kick 
returner, as he had 22 kickoff returns for 636 
yards for a school record 28.9 yards per return 
average. In a win over Hofstra in week eight, he 
returned a kickoff 95 yards for a touchdown. 
Babbaro also has good hands and will be a threat 
as a receiver out of the backfield. Last year, he 
had 11 receptions for 92 yards and one score and 
six carries for 55 yards and a touchdown. Look 
for Babbaro to see more action in the running 
game this year.

Junior Luca Ragone (5-11, 220) also figures 
to see playing time in the backfield. Ragone, 
who has a good grasp of the Wildcat offense, 
had nine carries for 11 yards last year. Look 
for Ragone to be productive in short yardage 
situations. Two other backs who will fight for 
playing time include redshirt freshman Louis 

2008 Season Preview

Sophomore Angelo Babbaro will see playing 

time as a running back and kick returner.

Offensive Two-Deep

TE
89 Steve Pimm

85 Eric Predatsch

LT
71 Ben Ijalana

70 Jonathan Bugli

LG
67 Brant Clouser
65 Gene Oakley

C
61 Michael Sheridan

65 Gene Oakley

RG
60 Brian Brannigan

65 Gene Oakley

RT
75 Izzy Bauta

76 Ryan Bennett

QB
5 Antwon Young
17 Chris Whitney

RB
25 Aaron Ball

22 Angelo Babbaro

WR
11 Phil Atkinson

4 Matt Szczur

WR
4 Matt Szczur

80 Ramin Mobasseri

WR
3 Brandyn Harvey
33 Shawn Smith

K
31 Joe Marcoux
83 Zach Ugarte
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Adeyemi (5-11, 205) and senior Tony Canci 
(6-0, 215). Adeyemi is a talented performer 
who lacks experience, while Canci is hard-nosed 
performer who has a passion for the game. Both 
Adeyemi and Canci should also see playing time 
on special teams.

WIDE RECEIVER
The Villanova wide receivers will be looked 

upon to be playmakers in 2008. The three top 
performers here appear to be senior Phil Atkin-
son (5-11, 185), junior Brandyn Harvey (6-3, 
195) and sophomore Matt Szczur (5-11, 195). 
Atkinson is a dual threat performer who can 
cause problems for the opponent as a receiver 
and in the running game. Atkinson led the 
Wildcats with eight touchdown catches last year 
and he finished second in receptions with 32. 
Harvey has the potential to be a go-to receiver. 
Due to his height and athleticism, he can make 
plays over the top and across the middle. Szczur 
is one of the team’s best all-around players due 
to his speed, toughness and football instincts. As 
a true freshman last year, he finished second on 
the team in all-purpose yards with 957. Szczur 
will also be a standout on special teams. Last 
year, he had 17 punt returns for 165 yards. He 
also had 13 special team tackles.     

Two others who will be in the mix at receiver 
are junior Ramin Mobasseri (6-0, 200) and 
junior Shawn Smith (5-10, 200). Mobasseri is 
a possession type receiver who has a good feel 
for the game. Smith is a good route runner with 
soft hands.

TIGHT END
At tight end, Villanova will need to replace 

its MVP of the 2007 season. All Matt Sherry did 
last season was catch a team-best 37 balls for a 
team-high 461 yards and five touchdowns. For 
his efforts, he was a first team All-CAA selection, 
a first team All-ECAC honoree and he was a 
sixth round draft pick of the Cincinnati Bengals. 
In addition to Sherry, the Wildcats lost their 
back-up in Mike Bradway who also graduated.

	 The veteran Steve Pimm (6-4, 245) looks 
to have the inside track on the starting tight 
end spot. Now a senior, Pimm should use his 
experience to be a contributor in 2008. A good 
blocker, Pimm can also be a factor in the pass-
ing game. Junior Eric Predatsch (6-5, 240) 
will add depth and serve as a back-up at tight 
end. Predatsch is a loyal performer with a strong 
work-ethic.  

 
OFFENSIVE LINE

The Wildcats boast talent and experience 
along the offensive line as all five starters return 

from a year ago. Senior tackle Izzy Bauta (6-4, 
300) will be the leader up front. Bauta is a 
three-year starter who plays with great intensity. 
Joining Bauta at the other tackle spot is sopho-
more Ben Ijalana (6-4, 325) who has been a 
primetime player from his first day on campus. 
As a true freshman last year, Ijalana started all 
11 games and more than held his own in the 
tough CAA.

At guard, Villanova returns two hard-nosed 
performers in junior Brian Brannigan (6-3, 
285) and sophomore Brant Clouser (6-3, 
290). Brannigan is a talented lineman with good 
blocking skills. He has started all 22 games of his 
Villanova career. Clouser won the starting job 
in pre-season camp last season and started all 11 
games as a true freshman. Clouser looks to be a 
mainstay on the line for years to come.

Senior Michael Sheridan (6-2, 310) returns 
at center. Sheridan was a reserve along the line 
his first two years until emerging as the starting 
center last season. A hard-worker with a passion 
for the game, Sheridan will provide the Wildcats 
with consistency and experience in 2008.

Three other Wildcats who appear to be in 
the mix along the offensive line include junior 
Jonatahn Bugli (6-5, 285), sophomore Gene 
Oakley (6-3, 285) and redshirt freshman Ryan 
Bennett (6-5, 275). Bugli has shown great 
improvement throughout his career and is a 

capable back-up at tackle. Oakley is a versatile 
performer who can play both guard and center. 
He missed the 2007 season due to injury but 
looks healthy entering the 2008 campaign. Ben-
nett, who has good lineman skills, needs experi-
ence to get acclimated to the college game.

DEFENSIVE LINE
You would be hard-pressed to find a team in 

the CAA who has more quality depth at defen-
sive line than the Villanova Wildcats. Villanova 
boasts five talented defensive ends and two qual-
ity nose guards.

The two team captains this year both occupy 
the defensive end positions. Senior Dave Dales-
sandro (6-3, 265) returns for his second season 
as a captain, while fellow senior Greg Miller 
(6-3, 250) begins his first season as captain. 
Despite playing most of last year with a nagging 
shoulder injury, Dalessandro still managed to 
record 42 tackles, four tackles for loss and two 
sacks. Now fully healthy, look for Dalessandro 
to improve upon those numbers this season. 
Miller had a breakout year in 2007 with 38 tack-
les, 11.5 tackles for loss, a team-best 7.5 sacks, 
a team-high tying three forced fumbles and one 
fumble recovery.

Junior defensive end Tim Kukucka (6-3, 
250) appears to be on the verge of stardom for 
the Wildcats. As a sophomore last year, he regis-
tered 40 tackles, a team-best 12 tackles for loss, 
seven sacks, a team-high tying three forced fum-
bles and one fumble recovery. For his efforts, 
Kukucka was named second team All-CAA. Vil-
lanova also has two talented performers at end 
in junior Damian Kelley (6-4, 245) and sopho-
more Chris Farmer (6-5, 265). Kelley is a gifted 
athlete with outstanding pass rushing skills. He 
missed all of last season due to a shoulder injury. 
Farmer began his career as an offensive lineman 
but was moved to the defensive side of the ball. 
Farmer will provide the Wildcat defensive line 
with size and strength.

The tandem of junior Phil Matusz (6-3, 
280) and sophomore Thomas Weaver (6-1, 
300) will handle the nose guard position. Matusz  
has good strength and plays with great passion. 
He was credited with 19 tackles, a forced fumble 
and a tackle for loss last season. Weaver should 
become a major contributor as he gains experi-
ence. In a limited role last season, he had 17 
tackles and two tackles for loss.      

LINEBACKER
Defensive end isn’t the only position where 

Villanova has quality depth. The Wildcats have 
a number of playmakers at linebacker as well. 
Leading the way at linebacker is junior Osayi 

Ben Ijalana returns at tackle in 2008 after 

starting all 11 games as a true freshman 

last season.
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Osunde (6-1, 235) who led Villanova in tackles 
last year with 82 to go with five tackles for loss, 
two sacks and a fumble recovery. Osunde was 
rewarded for his play by earning third team All-
CAA accolades. 

Joining Osunde in the starting line-up at 
linebacker will be junior Michael Holland (6-0, 
230) and sophomore Terence Thomas (6-0, 
220). Holland, a physical player who plays with 
great intensity, took a medical redshirt last year. 
When healthy, Holland is a top notch CAA line-
backer. Thomas came out of nowhere last year 
to earn a starting spot as a true freshman. In 11 
games as a starter in 2007, he amassed 59 tack-
les, four tackles for loss, three sacks, two forced 
fumbles, one interception and one fumble recov-
ery. Thomas should use the experience he gained 
last year to be even better this season.

The key reserves at linebacker will be sopho-
more Marquis Kirkand (5-11, 250), sopho-
more Anthony Johnson (5-10, 215) and junior 
Jacob Wade (6-0, 225). Kirkland is a good 
athlete who showed flashes of being a big time 
playmaker last year in a back-up role. In nine 
games in 2007, he had 21 tackles, five tackles for 
loss, three sacks and a forced fumble. Johnson 
made great strides last year as a true freshman 
and looks poised to assume a bigger role this 
season. Wade is a hard worker who has a good 
feel for the game.   	

SECONDARY
Anchoring the secondary will be senior safety 

Darrel Young (5-11, 245) and junior safety 
Ross Ventrone (5-9, 185) who finished second 
and third respectively on the team in tackles last 
year. After starting at linebacker the last two sea-
sons, Young is making the move to safety for this 

his senior year. In 11 games a year ago, Young 
had 78 tackles, four tackles for loss and one 
interception. Ventrone transferred to Villanova 
from the University of Pittsburgh last year and 
tallied 64 tackles, five pass break-ups and one 
interception. After beginning last season as a 
reserve, Ventrone became a starter during the 
second half of the year.   

The third safety spot will be a competition 
between sophomores Martel Moody (6-0, 180) 
and John Dempsey (6-0, 205). Moody is a 
good athlete who led the Wildcats in intercep-

tions last season with three to go with 41 tackles, 
two tackles for loss and four pass break-ups. 
Dempsey, who possesses good football instincts, 
saw time in 2007 in a back-up role and tallied 28 
tackles, two interceptions and one sack. 

The cornerback positions will be decided by 
who plays the best in pre-season camp. At one 
corner, senior Salim Koroma (5-6, 150) will 
compete with junior Justin Murrell (5-9, 190). 
Koroma is a confident performer with good 
quickness. Last year, he registered 25 total stops, 
two interceptions, two tackles for loss and four 
pass break-ups. Murrell is a good athlete who 
has good cover skills. He was credited with 39 
tackles, one interception, one tackle for loss and 
three pass break-ups.

At the other corner, sophomore Fred Mal-
donado (5-11, 185) will battle sophomore 
Jarred Corey (5-10, 180) for the starting spot. 
Maldonado is coming off an outstanding spring 
season when he received the Most Improved 
Player Award for spring practice. Maldonado 
can also play safety if needed. Corey is a tough 
competitor who likes to compete.

KICKING GAME
Experience will define the Villanova kicking 

game. Senior kicker Joe Marcoux (6-4, 210) 
returns for his fourth year as the team’s kicker. 
Last year as a junior, Marcoux led the Wildcats 
in scoring with 70 points, including 12-of-18 in 
field goal attempts and 34-of-35 in PATs. Junior 
Zach Ugarte (5-11, 195) will be back to serve 
as the team’s punter for the third consecutive 
season. Ugarte, who has good hang time on his 
punts, averaged 37.8 yards per punt last season, 
including 15 placed inside the 20-yard line.   

John Dempsey is expected to see signifi-

cant playing time in the Wildcat secondary.

Defensive Two-Deep

NG
94 Phil Matusz

55 Thomas Weaver

FS
14 Ross Ventrone
21 John Dempsey

WS
21 John Dempsey
13 Martel Moody

CB
6 Justin Murrell
7 Jarred Corey

SS
2 Darrel Young

13 Martel Moody

CB
28 Salim Koroma
6 Justin Murrell

LB
91 Osayi Osunde

9 Marquis Kirkland

LB
54 Terence Thomas

18 Anthony Johnson
LB

99 Michael Holland
42 Jacob Wade

DE
52 Greg Miller

57 Damian Kelley

DE
96 David Dalessandro 

OR
56 Tim Kukucka

P
83 Zach Ugarte
31 Joe Marcoux
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PLAYER SEASON HIGH CAREER HIGH

WILDCATS OF NOTE

#56 Tim Kukucka (DE, Jr., 6-3, 250 lbs.)
Solo Tackles N/A 6, vs. Maine (9/15/07)
Assisted Tackles N/A 3, vs. Richmond (11/4/06)
Total Tackles N/A 6, vs. Maine (9/15/07)
Tackles for Loss N/A 3.0, twice, last vs. Towson (11/10/07)
Sacks N/A 2.0, vs. Towson (11/10/07)

Career Defensive Stats (2006-08)
Tackles Sacks

Year Games Solo Ast Total TFL-Yds. No.-Yds. FF FR-Yds. Int.-Yds. QBH Pass Brkup Blk Kick
2006 10 10 10 20 3.5-18 1.5-5 1 0-0 0-0 0 2 0
2007 11 31 9 40 12.0-55 7.0-34 3 1-17 0-0 1 1 0
2008
Total: 21 41 19 60 15.5-73 8.5-39 4 1-17 0-0 1 3 0

#31 Joe Marcoux (PK, Sr., 6-4, 210 lbs.)
Field Goals Made N/A 3, twice, last vs. Delaware (11/17/07)
Field Goals Attempted N/A 4, twice, last vs. Delaware (11/17/07)
Longest Field Goal Made N/A 42, twice, last vs. Delaware (11/17/07)
Extra Points Made N/A 9, vs. William & Mary (10/6/07)
Extra Points Attempted N/A 9, vs. William & Mary (10/6/07)
Points N/A 10, three times, last vs. William & Mary (10/6/07)

Career Kicking Stats (Kicking) (2005-08)
Year Games PAT FG Long Blocked
2005 11 17-20 3-4 41 1
2006 10 24-25 5-11 42 0
2007 10 34-35 12-18 35 0
2008
Total: 31 75-80 20-33 42 1

#52 Greg Miller (DL, Sr., 6-3, 250 lbs.)
Solo Tackles N/A 5, three times, last vs. Hofstra (10/27/07)
Assisted Tackles N/A 6, vs. Hofstra (10/7/06)
Total Tackles N/A 8, twice, last vs. Hofstra (10/27/07)
Tackles for Loss N/A 4.0, vs. William & Mary (10/6/07)
Sacks N/A 3.0, vs. William & Mary (10/6/07)

Career Defensive Stats (2005-08)
Tackles Sacks

Year Games Solo Ast Total TFL-Yds. No.-Yds. FF FR-Yds. Int.-Yds. QBH Pass Brkup Blk Kick
2005 7 5 5 10 3.0-6 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0
2006 7 10 16 26 5.0-26 3.5-23 0 1-0 0-0 1 2 0
2007 11 24 14 38 11.5-61 7.5-42 3 1-2 0-0 0 7 0
2008
Total: 24 39 35 74 19.5-93 11.0-65 3 2-2 0-0 1 9 0
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PLAYER SEASON HIGH CAREER HIGH

WILDCATS OF NOTE

#4 Matt Szczur (WR, So., 5-11, 195 lbs.)
Receptions N/A) 3, vs. Penn (9/22/07)
Receiving Yards N/A 52, vs. Penn (9/22/07)
Touchdowns N/A N/A
Longest Catch N/A 29, vs. Penn (9/22/07)

Kickoff Returns N/A 3, five times, last vs. James Madison (9/29/07)
Kickoff Return Yards N/A 106, vs. Maine (9/15/07
Longest Kickoff Return N/A 40, vs. Maine (9/15/07)

Career Receiving Stats (2007-08)
Year Games Receptions Yards TD Longest Catch Rec./Game Avg./Catch Avg./Game
2007 11 15 124 0 29 1.4 8.3 11.3
2008
Total: 11 15 124 0 29 1.4 8.3 11.3

#54 Terence Thomas (LB, So., 6-0, 220 lbs.)
Solo Tackles N/A 6, vs. Delaware (11/17/07)
Assisted Tackles N/A 8, vs. James Madison (9/29/07)
Total Tackles N/A 10, vs. James Madison (9/29/07)
Interceptions N/A 1, vs. Lehigh (9/8/07)

Career Defensive Stats (2007-08)
Tackles Sacks

Year Games Solo Ast Total TFL-Yds. No.-Yds. FF FR-Yds. Int.-Yds. QBH Pass Brkup Blk Kick
2007 11 25 34 59 4.0-21 3.0-19 2 1-0 1-2 0 1 0
2008
Total: 11 25 34 59 4.0-21 3.0-19 2 1-0 1-2 0 1 0

#83 Zach Ugarte (P, Jr., 5-11, 195 lbs.)
Punts N/A 7, three times, last vs. Hofstra (10/27/07)
Average Distance N/A 46.5, vs. Towson (10/21/06)
Longest Punt N/A 59, twice, last vs. Lehigh (9/8/07)
Punting Yards N/A 294, vs. James Madison (11/11/06)
Inside-20 N/A 3, vs. Lehigh (9/9/06)

Career Punting Stats (2006-08)
Year Games Punts Yards Average Long Blocked TB Inside 20
2006 11 44 1,612 38.5 59 1 3 13
2007 11 60 2,266 37.8 59 0 3 15
2008
Total: 22 104 3,878 37.3 59 1 6 28
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WILDCATS OF NOTE

#5 Antwon Young (QB, Jr., 6-4, 215 lbs.)
Attempts N/A 32, vs. Penn (9/22/07)
Completions N/A 20, vs. William & Mary (10/6/07)
Passing Yards N/A 257, vs. Lehigh (9/8/07)
Longest Pass N/A 67, vs. Maine (9/15/07)
Touchdowns N/A 4, two times, last vs. William & Mary (10/6/07)
Interceptions N/A 1, four times, last vs. James Madison (9/29/07)

Career Stats (Passing) (2005, 2007-08)
Year Games Attempts Completions Yards TD Int Long Pct. Avg./Pass Avg./Game
2005 5 12 7 76 0 0 25 58.3 6.3 15.2
2006 REDSHIRT
2007 6 153 99 1,192 14 4 67 64.7 7.7 198.7
2008
Total: 11 165 106 1,268 14 4 67 61.8 7.6 115.2

Career Stats (Rushing) (2005, 2007-08)
Year Games Attempts Yards TD Longest Rush Att./Game Avg./Rush Avg./Game
2005 5 5 27 0 7 1.0 5.4 5.4
2006 REDSHIRT
2007 6 72 151 0 18 12.0 2.1 25.2
Total: 11 77 178 0 18 7.0 2.3 16.1

#2 Darrel Young (LB, Jr., 5-11, 245 lbs.)
Solo Tackles N/A 7, three times, last vs. Delaware (11/17/07)
Assisted Tackles N/A 9, vs. Massachusetts (10/13/07)
Total Tackles N/A 12, vs. Lehigh (9/8/07)
Tackles for Loss N/A 2, vs. Lehigh (9/8/07)
Sacks N/A 2, vs. Penn (9/24/05)
Blocked Kicks N/A 1, three times, last vs. Hofstra (10/7/06)

Career Defensive Stats (2005-08)
Tackles Sacks

Year Games Solo Ast Total TFL-Yds. No.-Yds. FF FR-Yds. Int.-Yds. QBH Pass Brkup Blk Kick
2005 9 11 2 13 2.0-9 3.0-20 0 0-0 0-0 0 1 1
2006 11 25 19 44 4.5-10 1.0-3 1 0-0 0-0 0 2 2
2007 11 36 42 78 4.0-10 0.0-0 0 0-0 1-11 0 2 0
2008
Total: 31 72 63 135 10.5-29 4.0-23 1 0-0 1-11 0 5 3


