


F I Wirough all the wpheat moments of his maiden voyage as
Villanovas head coach in 2001-02, Jay Wright abvays politely
flashad a yellow caution light to those comwinced the Wildcats

needed only to step across a threshold to immediate prosparity.

“We're building a program here for the long term,” Wright said then.
“Whenyou do that, you understand that it doesn’t often happen overnight”

Ayaar ago cantionary words had the feel of cold water tossed on awarm
fire. With four starters returning from a 19-13 squad that nearly climbed
into the NCAA Tournament and four of the nation’s most highly touted
freshman joining the party, what wasn't to lke? Indeed, Villanova found
itself included in some presesson top 25 polls as a buzz built.

By the end of January all of that seemead well justified. Villanova got off
to its hest start in Big East Confarence play in 20 years by winning its first
frve games in league play. The Wildcats ware playing their best haskethall of
the season and owned a 12-6 record as Febrmary dawned.

Howaver, the final seven weaks of the season brought trials. The tendini-
tis in Jason Frasar’s knees grew worse and his effectiveness as the hackbons
of Villanovs’s intarior dafense sank. By the end of the month he was on the
beanch in street clothes, his season ended by cranky knees and a stress reac-
tion in his foot.

In early March the Wildcats” on-court problems were compounded by rav-
elations of the misuse of a telephone access code by 12 membears of the men's
baskethall teaam. Suspensions were lavied that reduced the Villanova roster wo
savan active players, including two walk-ons, for the final three games of the
season. Though the *Cats reached the National Invitation Tournament, gwving
Villanova its ninth postseason appearance in the last 10 years, it was an odd
end o a campaign that once was overflowing with promisa.

“Obwiowsly it was avary tough season at the end for ws,” stated Wright. “But
I'vwas proud of the way owr guys handled a diffieult situation. W talk shout atti-
mde often in this program and this was a chance for our guys o demonstrate
their charactar. They did that and will be stronger for the experiance.”

The issus of those suspensions will impact the 2003-04 campaign as wall,
at least in the early stages. A total of five Wildeats have suspension time to
sarve: Chris Charles, Curtis Sumpter and Darrick Snowden must sit out
thrae games while senior Andreas Bloch will he sidelined for five games and
junior Mareus Austin for sight contasts.

Yat in the face of that and the loss of graduates Gary Buchanan, And rew
Sullivan and Ricky Wright, thers is still much to lke shout the 2003-04
Villanova Wildcats.

“We made a step in the Big East, going from 7-9 the pravious season to
8-8 last season,” said Jay Wright. “To us, that's an important barometer of
how we ars doing — our record in our own conference. We started to ses
some progress with our guys learning to play on the road. And our young
guys got a lot of experience, which should he abig help to tham this year”

The first order of businass &5 to replace the 1-2 scoring punch of
Buchanan and Ricky Wright. Both were provan Big East scorers. Sullivan
was a versatile defander who earned the trust of the coaching staff to check
the opponent’s most dangerons offensive threats.

“T¢s difficult to replace Ridk, who was an effective low-post scorer,” said Jay

Whight. “Andrew gave ws a defender
and rebounder who abways playad
hard. And Gary is onas of the best
shootars [ have ever been around.

“We will miss their experience
and leadership ™

Yat Jay Wright likes the makeup
of his rostar. Sevan of the nins
men who figure to see the most
minutas this wintar are underclass-
men. Many of those underclass-
men gainad valushle experience in
2002-03 and the hope is that will
allow them to overcoms soms
early hurdles.

One of those barriers is the
uncertainty surrounding Snow-
den, the Wildeats’ most battle-
testad performar.

Randy Foye

In many ways, Snowden was Villanova’s most consistently effective play-
ar late in the season. His 108 assists lad the team (3.5 apg) and his turnovers
dropped from 120 in 2001-02 to 64 in 2002-03. The Baltimore nativa con-
nectad on 432 of his 3-point field goal attampts and lad the ‘Cats in min-
utes played (29.6 per outing).

Snowden closed the year with an 8.6 ppg scoring average.

Howaever, Snowden underwent surgery on his left knee in late August o
repair a torn anterior cruciate ligamant. There is no target date for his return
and it is possihla he could miss the entire 2003-04 campaign. Yot thers is also
a chance he could make ithack to the linewp this season.

“Derrick is our leader and we will miss him on the court,” says Jay
Wright. “But | know how dedicated he is to the rshabilitation and we will
monitor his situation as we go along.”

Fortunately, the backcourt offers quality alternatives as Snowden mends.

Randy Foye hecame Villanova’s primary quarterhack on offense as a rook-
iz in 200Z-03. Ar 10.3 ppg, he is the ‘Cats top returning scorer but Jay
Wright is convinced that the §-3 Newadk, N.]., native has only bagun to tap
into his extensive toolbox, especially at the offensive end.

“T thought Randy did an outstanding job of running our team last year,”
Jay Wright notad.. “He sacrificed some of his own shility to scors by focus-
ing on getting the other guys involved. With the addition of Mike Nardi at
point guard, I think Randy has a chance to show more of his offensive game
and continue the improvement he made defensively.”

Allan Ray, another sophomore, shined as well in his debut. A slashing
scorer, Ray can pull up for jumpers or navigats the forest of tall arms near
the basket. The Bronx, N'Y., native averaged 25 minutes, 9.9 points, and 2.5
rehounds per game off the bench in 2002-03.

“Villanova fans saw the kind of tramendous toughness and great attituds
Allan brings to the floor each night,” noted Jay Whight. “His ability to get

to the rim or make jumpars will be a major assat for us.”
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Foye appears locked into a starting assignment. Ray and Nardi could
also join him if Wright elacts to go with a 3-guard set. Even if that isn't the
way the Wildcats open the game, you can expact to ses plenty of the three
guard attack.

Another reason for that is the arrival of Nardi, who succeeded Foye as
New Jersey’s High School Prep Player of the Year. At 6-0 Nardi is a pure
point guard from St. Patrick’s (N.].) High School who offers an excellent
grasp of fundamentals and a sharp shooting eye from deep.

“Mike brings us leadership on and off the floos,” said Jay Wright. “He is
aself-motivatad gym ratwho is a winner and demands that of everyone alse
he plays with.”

Nardi will be in the mix of guards expected to sae significant action.

The fronteonrt situation is less clear.

One key issue centers on Fraser. The 6-10 product of Amityvills (NY)
H 5. endured abumpy freshman campaign plagued by knee and foot woes.
The 2002 McDonald’s All-American underwant surgery on both knees wo
remova cartilage on April 9 and the early portion of his rehabilitation has
gona well. But he isn't slated to return to the hardwood until September and
itmay take him tima to regain the form he demonstrated only in flashes dur-
ing the lattar part of the campaign.

“Villanova has not sean the real Jason Fraser,” stated Jay Whight. “He
demonstrated incredible heart and courage last year. Jason was in pain every
day and continuad to give his best effort. | look forward to Jasons opporm-
nity to show what he can do when not battling injury.”

Assuming his racovery continues to go smoothly, Frasar will return to
his spot as a defensive linchpin as the starting center. Long and lean,
Frasar owns terrific hands and contributad 7.1 points and 8.3 rebounds
last winter.

One of the two forward slots helongs to Curtis Sumptar. Aftar a tenta-
tive start to the campaign as he adjusted from the role of high school post
performer to college wing man, Sumptar prosperad late in the season. He
closad the campaign with a 23-point, nine rebound effort at Siena in the
NIT and will be a wing fixture this season. At 6-7, he is effactive hoth
inside and outside.

“Curtis made the most improvemant of any player we had last year,” said
Jay Wright. “He laarned how to play on the parimeter and I'm looking for-
ward to some big things from Curtis this year”

The powar forward spot offers a variety of intriguing altarnatives. Senior
Andzreas Bloch has toiled diligently to add muscle to his frama and is a 3-point
shooting threat. Janior Marcus Austin, 6-9, exploded for 15 points and seven
rehounds in a midseason win at Rutgers and brings good size o the arena.

“Andreas has come a long way in our program,” said Jay Wright. “Hae
earnad playing time last year and is a threat on the perimeater.

“Marcus is a very intelligent player who is extremely coachsble. He has a
good feel for the game and can really help us with rebounding and defense.”

There ars two other intriguing candidates who figure to bhe in the
playing rotation.

Chris Charles, 7-0, played spotty minutes as a freshman in 2001-02 and
showed flashas of skill Howewver, two houts with an irregular heartbear, ons
in Novamber and the other in March, sshotaged his season. The Milwaukea
native sat out as a redshirt last winter.

MIllanova A A G ance

2002-03 RecOrd ... 15-16 Overall (9-4 H,3-9 A,3-3 N)

8-8 Big East (5-3 H, 3-5 A)
Post season ... Lost to Siena, NIT Opening Round
Fi nal  RANKI NS oo N/A
Head Coach............ooa.. Jay Wright (Bucknell ’83)

Overall Record: 156-114 (578)

VYU Racord: 34-29 (.540)

Big East Record: 15-17 (469)

Associ ate Head Coach................. Fred Hill Jr. (Montclair State "81)

Assi st ant CoachesBrett Guaning (UNLV "94) , Ed Pinckney (Villanova
'85)

Coor di nat or of Basketbal |l Operations ..BillyLange (Rowan
04)

Lettermen RetUrnNi NG ... 11 (Three Starters)
Lettermen LOSt ..o Four (Bvo Startars)
NEWEC OME T S ..ottt ettt ettt et ee et eae e eee e ee e s Tvo
Per cent age of Scoring Returning 60.0 percent
Leadi ng Returning Scorer ... Randy Foye, 103 ppg
Percent age of Rebounding Returning......... 62.9 percent
Leadi ng Returni ng Rebounder ........... Jason Fraser, 6.3 tpg
Starters Returning (3) ..o G Desrick Snowden (Sr., 6-0, 160)

G Randy Foye, So. (6-3, 185), F/C Jason Fraser, So. (6-10, 220)
Starters Lost (2) .o G Gaty Buchanan (Ge, 6-3, 196),

F Ricley Whight (Gr., 6-7, 215)

Ot her Letternmen Returning (8).FMareus Austin (Jr., 6-9, 231)

F Andress Bloch (St 6-8, 215), F Cheis Chasles (R-So., 7-0, 215)

G Michsel Claxton (Fr., 6-2, 175), G Baker Dunleavy (R-Fr., 6-5, 200},

G Tom Grace (St., 6-0, 150}, G Allan Ray (So., 8-2, 175),

F Curtis Sumpter (So., 6-7, 205)

Ot her Lettermen Lost (2) .o G Lou Ruskey (Gr., 6-0, 180)

F Andrew Sullivan (Gt., 6-7, 215)

Newcomer s (2)G Mike Nardi (Fr, 6-0, 170), F Will Shevidan (Fe., 6-9, 225)

Personnel by Class ... Sensors (3) Andreas Bloch, Tom Grace, Derrick
Snowden;

Jrentor (1) Mareus Austing Sgphamores (6] Chris Charles Michael Claxton,

Jason Fraser, Allan Ray, Curtis Sumpter; Fresbmen (4)Ross Condon,

Baker Dunleavy, Mike Nardi, Will Sheridan

Per sonnel by Height ... 7-0 (1) Cheis Chasles; 6-10 (1) Jason Fraser

6-9 (1) Masrcus Aunsting 6-8 (2) Andreas Bloch, Will Sheridan;

“Chris took full advantage of his redshirt season,” statad Jay Wright. “He
got stronger, graw mora confident and became hungrier as a playar”

Another attractive option is G-8 freshman Will Sheridan, a product of
Bear, Del.

“The thing shout Will Sheridan is that he is a skilled frontcourtplayer,” noted
Jay Whight. “He can put the ball on the floor and is an outstanding rehounder.”

Also on the scene are a trio of guards: Baker Dunleavy, 6-6, who redshirt-
ed in 2002-03; -2 sophomore Mike Claxton; and 6-0 senior Tom Grace.

“We've made some progress and I'm looking forward to seeing us contin-
ue down that path,” stated Jay Wright. “We ara young but a lot of those guys
received great experience last year. We're hopeful that will help them mature
a little more quickly than they otherwise might have.”

In masny ways, it was a trying 2002-03.

But the most durable foundation for success is often forged from just
such difficulties.
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The 2003-04 Villanova W | dcats.

Front Row (L-R): Aseciete Head Coach Fred Hill, Michael Claxton,

Mike Navdi, Randy Foye, Dervick Snowden, Allan Rey, Tom Grace, Ross Condon, Director of Basketball Operations Billy Lange. Back
Row:  Greduate Manager Mike Cacace, Assistant Coach Brett Gunning, Baker Dunleavy, Curtis Sumpter, Will Shevidan, Marcus Austin,
Head Coach Jay Wright, Cheis Chavries, Jason Freser, Andveas Bloch, Assigtant Coach Ed Pinckney, Administrative Intern Jason Crafton.

No. Name
44 Marcus Anstin
1 Andreas Bloch
21 Cheis Charles
b} Michael Claxton
4 Ross Condon
22 Bsker Dunleavy
2 Randy Foye
20 Jason Fraser
10 Tom Grace
12 Mike Nardi
14 Allan Ray
50 Will Sheridan
3 Datrick Snowden
34 Curtis Sumpter
No. Name
1 Andreas Bloch
2 Randy Foye
3 Datrick Snowden
4 Ross Condon
5 Michael Claxton
10 Tom Grace
12 Mike Nardi
14 Allan Ray
20 Jason Fraser
21 Cheis Charles
22 Baker Dunleavy
34 Curtis Sumpter
44 Marcus Anstin
50 Will Sheridan
Head Coach:

Jay Wi ght;

2003-2004 M |l anova Rosters
Al phabeti cal Roster
Pos Ht . W ad.-Exp Homet own (Hi gh School)
F 6-9 231 Je-2L Irvington, N.J. (St. Patrick’s)
F &-8 215 Sr.-3L Whurmlingeu, Germany (Fresno Central)
F 7-0 220 R-So-1L Milwaukes, Wise. (Crispus Attucks)
G 6-2 198 So.-1L Hempstead, N'Y. (Christ the King)
G 3-11 180 Fr-HS Springfield, Va. (Potomac School)
G 6-5 205 R-Fr. Portland, Ore. (Lawranceville Prep)
G 6-3 185 So.-1L Newads, N.J. (East Side)
F/C 6-10 220 So.-HS Amirgville, NY. (Amityvills)
G 6-0 150 Se-2L Catonsville, Md. (Cardinal Gibhons)
G 6-0 170 Fr-HS Woodbridge, N.J. (St. Patrick’s)
G 6-2 175 So.-1L Bronx, N'Y. (St. Raymond)
F 6-8 230 Fr-HS Bear, Del /{Sanford School)
G 6-0 160 Se-3L Baltimore, Md. (Archhishop Spalding)
F 6-7 205 So.-1L Brooklyn, N'Y. (Bishop Loughlin)
Numeri cal Roster
Pos. Ht . W d.-Exp Homet own (Hi gh School)
F 6-8 215 S¢-3L Wurmlingen, Germasny (Fresno Cental)
G 6-3 185 So.-1L Newads, N.]. (East Side)
G 6-0 160 Se-3L Baltimore, Md. (Archhishop Spalding)
G 3-11 180 Fe-HS Springfield, Va. (Potomac School)
G 6-2 198 So-1L Hempstead, N'Y. (Christ the King)
G 6-0 150 S¢-2L Catonsville, Md. (Cardinal Gibhons)
G 6-0 170 Fr-HS Woodbridge, N.J. (St. Patrick’s)
G 6-2 175 So.-1L Bronx, N'Y. (St. Raymond)
F 6-10 220 So.-1L Amityville, NY. (Amityville)
F 7-0 220 R-So-1L Milwaukes, Wise. (Crispus Attucks)
G 6-5 2035 R-Fr. Portland, Ore. (Lawrenceville Prep)
F 6-7 205 So.-1L Brooklyn, N'Y. (Bishop Loughlin)
F 6-9 231 Je-2L Irvington, N.J. (St. Patrick’s)
F 5-8 230 Fe-HS Bear, Del./(Sanford School)
Associ ate Head Coach: Fred Hill; Assistant Coaches: Brett Gunning, Ed Pinckney; Coordinator
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