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s The BIG EAST Confarence celebrates its 25th annwversary in
2003-04, it takes pride in its long list of accomplishments.

roviding opportunities to excel amongst the nation’s hest, both
athletically and academically, has abvays been its mission.

Since opaning its doors in 1979, the league has won 22 national champi-
onships in six different sports and 118 student-athletes have won ind wid ual
national titles. The BIG EAST has abvays been shls to boast that some of its
best students are also some of its best athletes.

More than 300 student-athletes have earmed Academic All-America hon-
ors, including Connecticut haskethall standout Emeka Okafor who earned
first team racognition last year. A BIG EAST student-athlets has won the
Honda-Broderick Cup as Collegiats Woman of tha Year four times, the last
by Notre Dama soccer player Cindy Daws in 1997-98.

BIG EAST studant-athletes have continued their success after laaving the
classrooms and playing fislds. Former Connecticut women’s baskethall
standout Dr. Leigh Cutl was inducted into the Verizon Academic All-
America Hall of Fame in 1999. Former Georgetown men’s haskethall star
Dikemba Mutomho was named a winner of the President’s Service Award,
the highest honor in the US. for volunteer servica.

The BIG EAST continued to thrive amongst the nation’s alite in 2002-03.
Ithecame the first conference to win the men’s and women’s NCAA titles and
the men’s NIT Championship in the same year. The Syracuse menwon their
first national championship, the Connacticut women took home thaeir fourth
nationsl title and St. John's won the NIT for the sixth time. The BIG EAST
has won each of the last four women's baskethall titles.

In the classtoom, Z1 student-athletes earned 2002-03 Academic All-
America honots, including 10 who garnered first team accolades. UConn’s
Diana Taurasi was the consensus national player of the year in womens has-
kethall. Additionally, she was the women's baskethall Honda Asvard winner.

Whethar it’s the student-athletas or the league as a whols, moving for-
ward successfully has been the norm for the conferance that was formed in
1979. In the spring of 2001, the BIG EAST added women’s lacrosse to its
growing list of sports and the inangural women’s golf championship was
held in the spring of 2003.

When the 1990s began, The BIG EAST Conference had just completed
its aighth season with nine members. The leagus was argushly as healthy as
a conference could he.

The BIG EAST was a head line-grabber immediately, especially in mens has-
kethall, its signature sport. The BIG EAST Foothall Conference did not exist.

The *90s was a decade of enormons change in collage athletics with con-
ferences adding new members and new leaguas heginning. The BIG EAST
was no different than most groups. The BIG EAST Foothall Confarence,
with eight mamhers, became a major playar in college foothall immediately
after its inception in 1991,

The BIG EAST became a reality on May 31, 1979, following a mesting
of athletic directors from Providence College, St. John's, Georgetovwwn and
Syracuse Universities. Seton Hall, Connecticut and Boston College com-
pleted the original seven school alliance. After one season, Villanova wwas
added and bagan play in 1980-81. Bvo seasons later, Pitsshurgh joined the
group and started competition in "82-83 . Miami was admitted in 1990 and
began BIG EAST competition in '91-92. Rutgers, Wast Virginia and Notre

222 Richnond Street, Suite 110
Provi dence, RI 02903
www. bi geast . org
(401) 453-0660 B Communi cati ons
(401) 272-9108 B Switchboard
(401) 751-8540 B Fax

The Bl GEAST Saff

CORUMISSIONGL ..ottt Michael Tranghese
Associate Commissioner for Foothall ... Nick Casparelli, Jr.
Associare Commissioner for Sport Administration ..........coo... Donna DeMarco

Associate Commissionar.. ..o, ...John Marinatro

Associate Commissioner..........oovvvnvinien, Tom Odjakjian
Associate Commissioner for Communications .................coceveerenn.n John Paquette
Associate Commuissionay ...........coooeiiiiiiiviieiieiee e Stan Wilcox
Assistant Commissioner for Sport Administration..........ccoooeiennee. James Siedliski

Assistant Commissioner for Complisnce ... ...Jerome Rodgers
Assistant Commissioner/Women's Baskethall Officiating............... Barbara Jacobs
Director of Business Affaies ... Susan Scotpio Eaton

Assistant Commissioner for Communications ..

Director of Commumications ..o, Rob Carolla
Assistant Direcror of Sport Administration .. amis Maddox
Coordinator of Men's Baskethall Officiating .........c.cooooiiiiiiiiiniiinnnn. Art Hyland

Coordinator of Foothall Officiating ...........
Assistant to the Commissionas ..o

Administrative Assistant for Sport Administration .
Administrative Assistant for Compliance ..

Administrative AsSISTAIT .........o.ooviiiiieiee e Linda Yates
Basketball & Foothall Assistant . Shaven Musphy
Receptionist ... Kathy Kitepatrick
Communications Assistant ... Eristine Olson
Communications Assistant ... Doug Richards
Compliance Assistanmt.................ocoiiiiii e Keli Cunning ham

Damae joined in 94 and started to compete in "95-96. Virginia Tech became
the league’s 14th full membear in 2000-01.

While the membership has increasad, the focus of the BIG EAST remains
unchanged. It is a growp that reflects a tradition of broad hased programs,
led by administrators and coaches who place a constant emphasis on aca-
demic integrity. The BIG EAST Conference has enjoyed a leadership rols
nationally. Its student athlates own significantly high graduation rates and
their record of scholastic achievement notshly reflact a balance hetween
intercollegiate athletics and academies.

Asry successful consortium enjoys outstanding leadership. Michael Tranghese,
the league’s first full-time employee, and for 11 yesrs the sssociate of Dave
Gavitt, took over the Commissioner’s reins in June, 1990 In his first year at the
halm, he administered the formation of The BIG EAST Foothall Conference.

BIG EAST sports attract the intersst of followers in the nation’s largest
media matkets including New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston,
Washington, D.C., Miami, Pittshurgh and Hartford. The league has long
been considered a leader in innovative concepts in promotion and publicity,
particularly regarding television. Those efforts have resultad in unparalleled
visihility for BIG EAST student athletes. Exclusive long range television
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contracts with CBS, ESBN, [nc/and ABC provide HIG A T bask auiniih

and foothall with more telavision exposure.

While BIG EAST baskethall games are regular sellouts at campus and
major public arenas, including the annual BIG EAST Championship in
Madison Square Garden, attendance figures also ars significant at BIG
EAST soccer, woman's baskethall and basehall games.

More than 500 BIG EAST athlates have earnad All America racognition
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and dozens have won indvidual NCAA national championships. The BIG
EAST has been well represented in US. or foreign national and Olpmpic
teams, with sevaral athletas earning gold medals in tha summer Olympiads
in Sydney in 2000, Atlanta in 96, Barcelona in "92, Seoul in 88 and Los
Angales in "84,

Tha BIG EAST has its headquarters in Providence whera the confarence
administars to more than 5,500 athlates in 23 sports.

Tr anghese

ke Tranghese opened the office doors of the BIG EAST whan
M the league was horm in 1979, He has helped guide the confer-

ence to national prominence while adhering to his wnwvavering
commitmeant to craate opportunities for BIG EAST student-athlates to suc-
ceed academically and athletically.

The 2003-04 academic year will be Trangheses 14th as Commissioner.
The BIG EAST Confarence has flourished under his direction. Tranghese
has led the BIG EAST through membership expansions, a significant
incraase in the numbear of championships, the formation of BIG EAST foot-
ball and numerous talavision negotiations. All of this has been accomplished
in the face of an NCAA national landscape that seems to change ragulasrly.

Tranghese has been an active leader nationally since becoming
Commissionar on June 21, 1990, In 2000-01, he concluded a fiva-year tarm
on the NCAA Men's Baskethall Committee by sarving as chair. Tranghase also
has served as chair of the NCAA Men's Baskethall Subcommittee on Television.
He was on the NCAAs negotiating team that secured a record $16 billion con-
tract from CBS for broadeast rights to the men’s baskethall championship.

For the 2002 and 2003 foothall seasons, Tranghese will oversee the
ad ministration of the Bowl Championship Series, the group of major con-
ferences and bowls that helps produce a national championship and the best
possihls bowl matchups. [n addition, he has served as chair of the Division
I-A Commissionars and the Collegiats Commissioners Association.

Shortly after being named Commissioner, Tranghese laid the groundwork
and put together The BIG EAST Foothall Conferenca. [n response to the
beginning of significant confarence realignment nationally, he coordinatad
an expansion, which included the University of Miami bacoming a full
league membar in 1991-92 and being a key addition to the unique foothall
group. Daspite its youth as a leagua, the BIG EAST was a chartar member
of the Bowl Championship Series.

After estshlishing BIG EAST foothall, Tranghese guided the league
through a critical time that many observers falt could have resulted in a per-
manent split among its members. In March, 1994, the conference added
foothall members Rutgars University and West Virginia University as its
11th and 12th full ime members and maintained its overall structure.

Tust four months later, the University of Notre Dame, cleatly the nation’s
premier mens haskethall independent, joined the BIG EAST Rutgers, Wast
Virginia and Notre Dame began BIG EAST competition in the 1995-96
academic year.

In 1999, foothall member Virginia Tach was admittad to the leagus as
the 14th full member. It hegan competing in the BIG EAST in all sports
in 2000-01.

The league’s athletic directors
unanimously sppointad Tranghess
in 1990 after his 11 years of sarv-
ice, the last nine as associate com-
missionay. As Commissioner, he
has led the BIG EAST while main-
taining the principles which have
martked the conference’s explosive
tise 10 prominence — promoting

and cultivating intarcollegiate ath-

letic programs in an environment
of integrity while pursning excel-
lence at the highest possible level.

Tranghese’s carser in college
athletics American
International College in his home-
town of Spring field , Mass.

He was the sports information director at Providence College whare he
garnered publicity for the immensely successful Frisar teams of the 19705
under Dave Gavitt. As the media focus on Eastern college baskethall and the
growth of sports events on television incressed, Gavitt and Tranghesa ware
ready to take advantage. Gavitt hecame the BIG EAST's first Commuissioner
in 1979 and served until 1990 when Tranghese assumad the helm.

Under Tranghase, the BIG EAST championship slate has expanded from

sevan men’s championships in 1979 to 20 mens and women’s events in

began at

Michael Tranghese

1993. The recent addition of women’s lacrosse incresses the number of
sports to 21. His negotiating expertise also has resulted in a long-term part-
nership with Madison Square Garden, host of the BIG EAST Men's
Baskethall Championship since 1983, The league and the Garden have
agreed to be partners through 2011,

Today, Trang hese is an acknowledgad laader in the area of telavision, includ.-
ing negotiation and technical production. The BIG EAST has heen a long-
time partnar with CBS Sports and ESPN and hss enjoyed multi-year agres-
ments with hoth entities in haskethall and foothall. Tranghese negotiated a
nevw television package for foothall with ABC. That contract began in 2001,

Additionally, Tranghase was the force hehind The BIG EAST Talevision
Network which, for 10 years, was a henchmark for regional network televi-
sion. In 1995, the league awarded ESPN, Inc. exclusive rights to all of its
baskethall and foothall games not hroadcast on a national network.

Tranghese is 2 1963 graduats of St. Michaels College in Winooski, V. He

is married to Susan Huntemann.
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2002- 03 Phi | adel phia Big Five Standings :

School W-L All-time Record Titles*
1. Saint Joseph's 4-0 98-78 18
2. Pannsylvania 3-1 70-104 13
3. Villanova 2- 2 96- 80 15
4. Tampla 1-3 103-73 2z
5. La Salle 0-4 71-101 10
*ncludes shared titles
2002-03 Big Five Vil |l anova 58
Results Vill anova 70, Tenple
Villanova 74, La Salle 62
71 Saint Joseph’s 63, Tampls 55
Pennsylvania 71, Temple 46 2002-03 Big Five
Pennsyl vania 72, Resul ts
Bl G FI VE PLAYERS OF THE WEEK
Deac. 9-ZKiky Weght? (Viidenors), Dec. 16-Ugonna Onyalowe (Pann-

sylvania); Dec. 30-Alex Washy (Tample); Jan. 6: Jameer Nalson (Saint
Josephs); Jan. 13-Delonts Wast (S]U), Zuky Wegghs (VI Jan. 20-
Delonte Wast (STU); Jan. 27-Stevan Smith (La Salle); Feb. 3-Tim Begley
(Penn), Alex Washy (TU); Feb. 10-Delonts Wast (S]U); Feh. 17-Ugonna
Onyalowe (UP), Delonts Wast (S]U), Feb. 24-Gary Neal (LaS); Mar.
Mazrch 10-Jameer Nalson (STU).

Ricky Weight was named it deam AlEhdadelphbu Big Five in 2001-02.
BI G FI VE HALL OF FAME (VI LLANOVA MEM
BERS) 2002- 03 Phil adel phia Big Five Leaders

Alex Bradlay, 1977-81 ... 1987 10. D. Bell {LaS) 4.8 1pg
Chris Ford, 1969-72 . e 1977 Scoring Leaders Assi sts Leaders
Stawart Granger, 1979-83 ... 1990 1. Jameer Nelson (SJU)  19.7ppg 1. Jameer Nelson (SJU) 4.7 apg
Kaith Herron, 1974-78 ... 1984 2. Gary Neal (LaS) 186ppg 2. ] Thomas (LaS) 43 apg
Jim Huggard , 1938-81 ..o 1978 3. Dalonte West (S]U) 173 ppg  F Dervick Snowden (VL) 3.5 apg
Tom Ingelshy, 1970-73 .o 1979 4. Dawid Hawkins (TU) 169 ppg 4. Delonte West (SJU) 3.2 apg
Harold Jensen, 1983-B7 ..o 1995 5. U. Onyelowe (UP) 165ppz 5. Tim Begley (UP) 29 apg
Johnmy Jonas, 1981 Lo 1981 G, Gary Buchenen (VU] 154 prg
Wali Jones, 1961-G4 ... 1973 7. Steven Smith (LaS)  14.5ppg Steals Leaders
Jack Eraft, Head Coach ... 1987 8. Brian Polle (TU) 129ppg 1. David Hawkins (TU) 2.5 spg
Drvayne MeClain, 1981-85 ... 1993 9. Alex Washy (TU) 125ppg 2. Jomeer Nelon (SJU) 2.2 spg
Bill Melehionni, 1962-G6 ... 1974 9. Kicky Weight (VL] 125ppg 3. Maurice Collins (TU) 1.9 spg
Jake Newin, Athletic Trainar ... 1985 £ Dervick Snowden (VU 1.7 spg
Ed Pincknay, 1981-1985 ... s 1991 Reboundi ng Leaders 5. ]. Thomas (LaS) 1.6 spg
John Pinone, 1979-83 ... 1989 1. Steven Smith (LaS) 8.1 pg
Howard Portar, 1968-71 ..o 1981 2. Rcky Wright (VL) T8 wx Bl ocked Shots Leaders
Harold Pressley, 1982-86 ... 1992 3. U. Onyelewe (UP) 6.4 mpg 1. Dwayne Jonas (SJU)  Z0bpg
Jor Ryran, 1956-39 ..o e s 1991 & Jrson Fraser (VL) 57 rog 2. Keith Butler (TU) 19bpg
Al Severance, Head Coach ... 1994 5. D. Jones (STU) 6.3 mpg F._jrson Fwser (VL) 17 bpx
Harnk Siemiontkovwski, 1969-72...........i, 1988 6. Alex Washy (TU) 58 pg 4. Alexander Sszonov (SJU) 1.1 bpg
Rory Sparrow, 1976-80 ... 1986 7. A Robinson (TU) 5.4 mpg 5. Andrew Sullivan (VL) 09 5pg
Jim Washington, 196-65 ... 1975 7. Keith Butler (TU) 5.4 mpg

9. Jamear Nelson (STU) 5.1 1pg
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