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CONFERENCE OVERALL

TEAM(RANK) W L PCT. W L PCT.

TCU (16) 11 0 1.000 23 6 .793

BYU(28) 8 3 .750 20 8 .714

UNLV (48) 7 3 .700 14 7 .667

SDSU (34) 6 3 .667 16 9 .640

UNM (46) 5 5 .500 14 9 .609

Utah 3 6 .333 11 10 .524

Colorado State 2 7 .222 10 13 .435

Air Force 1 8 .111 9 18 .333

Wyoming 1 9 .100 9 15 .375
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2006 NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS...
The 2006 NCAA Individual Tennis Championships begin on
Monday, May 23 at the Taube Tennis Center in Stanford, Calif. New
Mexico All-Americans Maja Kovacek and Iva Gersic will take to the
court to see what kind of ending they can make to an already
fantastic season. Kovacek, who is competing for the third straight
year at the championships, will be representing UNM in singles and
doubles for the third time in her career while Gersic will be joining
Kovacek in the doubles tournament for her second NCAA champi-
onship appearance.

The individual tournament runs May 23-28 with the singles portion
starting on Tuesday and doubles on Wednesday. Kovacek enters a
field of 64 singles players on Tuesday, and in doubles, Kovacek and
Gersic will be in a bracket of 32 teams.

The singles and doubles brackets have yet to be announced. The
NCAA will most likely wait until the team tournament is over which
ends on Monday, May 22. All tournament information can be found
at www.NCAASports.com or by clicking on the NCAA Champion-
ship logo found on the Lobo women’s tennis page at
www.golobos.com.

A LOOK AT KOVACEK...
Starting as the No. 1 and 2 singles player for the season, Kovacek
brings a lot of talent and experience to her final year in the singles
tournament. This year overall, the senior is 23-13 solo and has a 11-
8 record in spring competition. She has remained in the ITA
national rankings all season with her highest mark coming at the
beginning of the new year where she was No. 20, making her the
highest ranked singles player UNM women’s tennis has ever seen
and beating her highest ranking from last year at No. 24. Kovacek
managed upsets over BYU’s Olga Boulytcheva and TCU’s top
player Nicole Leimbach. The first upset came during the regular
season when Kovacek was ranked No. 39 and the Cougar senior
was sporting an intimidating No. 23 mark and the second upset also
came in the regular season match at the Lobo Tennis Club where
then No. 39 Kovacek defeated No. 12 Leimbach. Kovacek is
currently ranked No. 31 in the nation.

Kovacek is 2-2 in NCAA singles tournament action.

A LOOK AT THE DOUBLES TEAM...
With the doubles team of Kovacek and junior Iva Gersic, you get
double the talent, double the intensity and double trouble if you are
the opposing team. Both have been undeniable forces as the No. 1

2006 NEW MEXICO
SPRING SCHEDULE

Date Opponent Location Result
01/28/06 Arizona State Tempe, Ariz. L, 5-2
02/04/06 Portland Seattle, Wash. W, 7-0
02/05/06 Washington Seattle, Wash. W, 4-3
02/10/06 UTEP Albuquerque, N.M. W, 7-0
02/12/06 Texas Tech Albuquerque, N.M. W, 6-1
02/17/06 New Mexico State Las Cruces, N.M. W, 6-1
02/18/06 Oklahoma State Las Cruces, N.M. W, 5-2
03/04/06 Marquette Milwaukee, Wis. W, 6-1
03/05/06 Ohio State Milwaukee, Wis. W, 4-3
03/12/06 Fresno State Fresno, Calif. L, 2-5
03/15/06 Sacramento State Sacramento, Calif. W, 6-1
03/17/06 Pepperdine Malibu, Calif. L, 6-1
03/24/06 Air Force* Ft. Worth, Texas W, 7-0
03/25/06 Colorado State* Ft. Worth, Texas W, 6-1
03/26/06 Wyoming* Ft. Worth, Texas W, 7-0
04/07/06 Utah* Provo, Utah W, 6-1
04/08/06 BYU* Provo, Utah L, 4-3
04/14/06 TCU* Albuquerque, N.M. L, 5-2
04/15/06 San Diego State* Albuquerque, N.M. L, 4-3
04/16/06 UNLV* Albuquerque, N.M. L, 5-2
04/27/06 MWC Champ - SDSU San Diego, Calif. W, 4-3
04/28/06 MWC Champ - TCU San Diego, Calif. L, 4-1
05/12/06 NCAA-Long Beach State Stanford, Calif. L, 4-1

^ Match canceled due to weather
Home Matches Bolded
*Denotes MWC Match

 All times local to match site
All dates and times are subject to change.
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UNM QUICK FACTS
Enrollment .................................................................. 26,500
Conference ................................................... Mountain West
Tennis Club ............................................... Lobo Tennis Club
Acting President ................................................ David Harris
Director of Athletics ......................................... Rudy Davalos
2005 Record .................................................................. 15-9
MWC Record/Finish .................................................. 6-1/2nd
Letterwinners Returning/Lost ........................................... 7/2

COACHING STAFF
Head Coach ....... Kathy Kolankiewicz (UT-Chattanooga, 81’)
Career Record (years) ............................ 305-193 (20 years)
Assistant Coach (years) ..................... Roy Cañada (9 years)
Head Coach Office ...................................... (505) 925-55780
Assistant Coach Office ................................ (505) 925-55732
Head Coach’s email ............................KathyKolan@aol.com

MEDIA RELATIONS
Director/Asst. AD ......................................... Greg Remington
Women’s Tennis Contact ................................ Elaina Matsko
Media Relations Office .................................. (505) 925-5520
Tennis Contact Office .................................... (505) 925-5533
Tennis Contact Cellular ................................. (719) 650-1007
Tennis Contact e-mail.. .......................... ematsko@unm.edu
Media Relations Fax ..................................... (505) 925-5529
World Wide Website ............................... www.GoLobos.com

GoLobos.com

UNM’S 2005 RECORD WHEN
OVERALL ...................................................... 15-9

HOME ............................................................5-1

AWAY.............................................................4-2

NEUTRAL .......................................................5-5

MWC ..............................................................6-1

MWC HOME ..................................................1-0

MWC ROAD...................................................5-1

AGAINST CENTRAL REGION .........................5-2

AGAINST RANKED TEAMS ............................6-8

For all your information on UNM
women’s tennis, visit the women’s
tennis page at www.GoLobos.com.
There you will find general releases,
game recaps, statistics, history/
records, schedule, photo gallery and
links to other college tennis web sites.

and 2 singles players for New Mexico, but most of the noise has been coming
from the No. 1 doubles position where the two unite to make for some explo-
sive tennis. There is no ignoring the amount of success Gersic accumulated as a
singles player this season. She is 23-10 overall, 16-5 in spring play.  With Gersic
equally as talented in singles as Kovacek, it’s no wonder the pair has seen so
much success this season as a doubles team. Starting the new year as the 3rd-
ranked doubles team and achieving a ranking of No. 2 during the season (high-
est ranking for UNM ever), the duo had a lot riding on its shoulders. The pres-
sure did not interrupt the tandem’s magnificent run though as they maintained
a top-5 ranking for most of the season. At the end of the regular season they
were ranked as the 7th team by the ITA, making it the first time this year the pair
has dipped below the top-5. The duo has an overall record of 25-5 and a spring
record of 12-3.

Kovacek’s and Gersic’s journey as a doubles team has come full circle now as
they enter their final national tournament on Tuesday. Last fall, the pair
gained experience at the first two national collegiate tennis events, the
Riviera/ITA All-American Championships and the ITA National Indoor
Championship. The duo advanced to a semifinal finish in both the All-
American Championship and the Riviera/ITA National Individual Indoor
Championships. The pair, which was ranked No. 3 at the time, fell to the No.
2 ranked Stanford team at the All-American Championships. At the Indoor
Championships, Kovacek and Gersic defeated a team from South Florida in
the first round of the doubles main draw.  The duo went on to be recognized
among the top two doubles teams in the nation after advancing to the
semifinals round with a win against TCU.  They lost by default to Stanford in
the semifinal round.

The Lobo duo has definitely turned some heads on a national level as well as
within the MWC. At the conference championships in April of 2005, Kovacek
and Gersic were recognized for their stunning season with the MWC Co-
players of the Year Award. It was the first time the Mountain West has
honored two women’s tennis players for the prestigious award. Gersic and
Kovacek were also recently named to the all-MWC team.

NATIONAL RANKINGS...
Individual and doubles rankings were updated once more before NCAA Indi-
vidual Championships seeds were announced.  Maja Kovacek remains UNM’s
top ranked singles player this season.  After the MWC Championship she re-
mains No. 31 in the nation. Kovacek is currently 12-10 in the season and 23-13
overall as  she received an at-large bid for the NCAA singles bracket. Iva Gersic
moved up on spot from No. 81 to No. 80 after winning both of her singles
matches in the conference tournament.  The doubles team of Gersic and Kovacek
is still a major threat in the doubles competition. They moved up from their No.
7 ranking to a No. 4 ranking after defeating both teams of the MWC Champion-
ship.  The highest ranking ever achieved by a Lobo women’s tennis player came
from the Gersic/Kovacek tandem when they reached a No. 2 ranking March 7
and 21. The duo has had a strong season so far with a 14-3 record this spring
and 25-5 overall.  They received a No. 4 seed in the NCAA Championships
doubles bracket automatically naming them to the All-America team.  Last sea-
son the highest ranking to ever be achieved by the duo was No. 4 in which they
beat out the No. 5 ranked All-American pair of Kovacek and former Lobo Sandy
Lukowski from the 2004 season.

LOBOS AT THE NCAA INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIPS...

Several players have represented the Lobos at the NCAA Individual Champi-
onships. Here is a breakdown of who has gone to the NCAA tournament for
New Mexico:

Singles History
1984- Leanne Palmisano was the first Lobo singles player to compete at the
NCAA Individual Championships.

1997-2000- In the spring of 1997, Ana Friganovic became the first freshman
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NEW MEXICO VS. THE MWC
SCHOOL WON LOST PCT.

Air Force 11 0 1.000

Brigham Young  3 24 .111

Colorado State 17 0 1.000

San Diego State 6 13 .316

UNLV 5 8 .385

Utah 13 11 .542

Wyoming 10 0 1.000

TCU 0 1 .000

Overall Record 65 53 .551

20020020020020055555- 0- 0- 0- 0- 066666 NEW MEXICO ROSTER NEW MEXICO ROSTER NEW MEXICO ROSTER NEW MEXICO ROSTER NEW MEXICO ROSTER
NAME HT. CLASS HOMETOWN
Ola Abou-Zekry 5-2 So Cairo, Egypt
Elisa Bonner 5-4 Jr Los Alamos, N.M.
Allison Davis 5-2 Jr Las Vegas, Nev.
Iva Gerisc 5-9 Jr Koprivnica, Croatia
Maja Kovacek 5-7 Sr Pula, Croatia
Nora Quintal 5-9 Jr Veracruz, Mexico
Jennifer Ryba 5-4 So Cape Coral, Fla.
Lucy Scott 5-5 So Wrexham, Wales
Mackenzie White 5-4.5 Fr Mobile, Ala.
Maria Sotirchos 5-6 Fr Oak Hill, Va.

Head Coach: Kathy Kolankiewicz (21st year)
Assistant Coach: Roy Cañada  (10th year)

Pronunciation Guide:
Ola Abou-Zekry (AH-boo ZEK-ree)
Elisa Bonner (eh-LEE-sah BON-er)
Iva Gersic (EE-vah GUR-sick)
Maja Kovacek (MY-yah KOVE-uh-check)
Nora Quintal (KEEN-tal)
Jennifer Ryba (REE-ba)
Maria Sotirchos (So-TEER-hos)
Kolankiewicz (kuh-LANK-uh-wits)
Cañada (kan-YAH-dah)

MWC Championships
• San Diego, Calif •
April 27-30

NCAA Regional •
May 12-13 • NCAA
Championship •
Stanford, Calif. •
May 18-27

and the second UNM player to compete in singles at the NCAA
Championships. She is the only player in UNM women’s tennis
history to compete at the NCAA’s in all four years with New
Mexico. Friganovic was also the first player to compete in both
singles and doubles at the national tournament in the same year
(1999).

2004- Maja Kovacek became the third UNM women’s tennis player
to compete in the singles portion of the NCAA Championships and
only the second player to compete in both singles and doubles in
one year.

Doubles History
1999- Ana Friganovic and Joanne Shortall became the first UNM
doubles team to participate at the NCAA Individual Championships.

2004- Maja Kovacek and Sandy Lukowski became UNM’s first
women’s tennis doubles team to earn All-America honors after
advancing to the quarterfinals of the NCAA tournament. They were
eventually eliminated in the semifinals, making them the only Lobo
pair to make it that far in the championship.

2005- Maja Kovacek was selected to compete as a singles player at
the NCAA Championships for the second straight year as well as in
doubles, making her the first Lobo to compete in NCAA singles and
doubles competitions for two years straight.

IN THE RECORD BOOKS...
After a successful 2006 season Lobo players move up in the UNM
record books.

Most Career Wins - Singles
4. Senior Maja Kovacek with (99) singles wins
6. (Tied) Junior Iva Gersic with (80) singles wins

Most Career Wins - Doubles
1. Senior Maja Kovacek with (112) doubles wins
2. Junior Iva Gersic with (91) doubles wins

Most Combined Career Wins - Singles and Doubles
1. Senior Maja Kovacek with (211) combined wins
5. Junior Iva Gersic with (171) combined wins

Highest Career Winning Percentage - Minimum 60 Matches
1. Junior Iva Gersic with a record of 171-40 (.810)
3. Senior Maja Kovacek with a record of 211-81 (.722)

2005 NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS...
Kovacek is no stranger to the NCAA tournament as she was a
participant in singles and doubles for the past two years. UNM’s
biggest accomplishment came at the 2004 NCAA Championships
when Kovacek and former Lobo player Sandy Lukowski’s doubles
performances earned them All-America honors, a first for UNM
women’s tennis. Here are the singles and doubles results from last
year’s tournament:

Singles Round of 64-
No. 45 Maja Kovacek (UNM) def. No. 72 Iryna Tkachenko (Okla-
homa State) 6-3,7-5

Singles Round of 32-
No. 14 Story Tweedie-Yates (TCU) def. No. 45 Maja Kovacek
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WEEK -BY- WEEK TEAM NATIONAL RANKINGSWEEK -BY- WEEK TEAM NATIONAL RANKINGSWEEK -BY- WEEK TEAM NATIONAL RANKINGSWEEK -BY- WEEK TEAM NATIONAL RANKINGSWEEK -BY- WEEK TEAM NATIONAL RANKINGS

Jan. 10 ..................... No. 48
Jan. 31 ..................... No. 47
Feb. 7....................... No. 39
Feb. 14..................... No. 38
Feb. 22..................... No. 38
Feb. 28..................... No. 37
March 7 ................... No. 37
March 14 ................. No. 59

WEEK -BY- WEEK SINGLES AND DOUBLESWEEK -BY- WEEK SINGLES AND DOUBLESWEEK -BY- WEEK SINGLES AND DOUBLESWEEK -BY- WEEK SINGLES AND DOUBLESWEEK -BY- WEEK SINGLES AND DOUBLES
NATIONAL RANKINGSNATIONAL RANKINGSNATIONAL RANKINGSNATIONAL RANKINGSNATIONAL RANKINGS

Singles 1/102/22 3/7 3/21 4/4 4/18 4/25 5/1 5/16 6/2
Kovacek 20 24 27 34 39 30 31 31 31
Gersic 66 - 116 114 92 81 75 80 80

Doubles
Kovacek/Gersic 3 3 2 2 3 7 5 4 4
Abou-Zekry/ Scott - 49 - - - - - -

(UNM) 6-2,7-3(6)

Doubles Round of 32-
No. 4 Daniela Bercek/Riza Zalameda (UCLA) def. No. 11 Maja
Kovacek/Iva Gersic (UNM) 6-3,5-7,6-3.

MWC PLAYER OF THE WEEK...
Players from the New Mexico women’s tennis team have earned a total
of three Mountain West Conference Player of the Week honors this sea-
son with two of those being from doubles All-American Gersic.

Iva Gersic was awarded the following week on Feb. 23 after the Lobos
defeated Oklahoma State and rival New Mexico State.  Gersic teamed
with doubles partner Maja Kovacek at the No. 1 spot as the 3rd ranked
doubles team in the nation.  Together they earned victories both matches,
including the only UNM win in doubles against Oklahoma State.  Gersic
played at the No. 2 singles spot against New Mexico State and at the No.
1 singles spot with Oklahoma State winning both matches.

Gersic won her second award this season on March 23 after going unde-
feated in her four matches against No. 17 Pepperdine and No. 49 Sacra-
mento State.  Gersic defeated the No. 93 Sylvia Kosakowski earning New
Mexico’s only match point against Pepperdine.  She also led at the No. 1
singles spot to help UNM defeat Sacramento State.  In doubles action the
3rd ranked duo of Gersic and Kovacek defeated Pepperdine’s No. 6 ranked
tandem.

March 21 ................. No. 38
March 28 ................. No. 41
April 4 ...................... No. 40
April 11.................... No. 48
April 18.................... No. 52
April 25.................... No. 56
May 1 ...................... No. 46
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2005-06 New Mexico Women's Tennis Scoreboard2005-06 New Mexico Women's Tennis Scoreboard2005-06 New Mexico Women's Tennis Scoreboard2005-06 New Mexico Women's Tennis Scoreboard2005-06 New Mexico Women's Tennis Scoreboard
Overall Record: 14-9 Home:  2-3 Away: 4-4 Neutral:  7-1
Versus MWC:  5-5 Postseason Record (MWC Tournament/NCAA): 1-2

DATE OPPONENT SCORE LOBO RECORD
1/28 No. 24 Arizona State University 2-5 0-1
2/4 Portland 7-0 1-1
2/5 No. 26 Washington 4-3 2-1
2/10 UTEP 7-0 3-1
2/12 No. 60 Texas Tech 6-1 4-1
2/17 New Mexico State 6-1 5-1
2/18 Oklahoma State 5-2 6-1
3/4 Ohio State 4-3 7-1
3/5 Marquette 6-1 8-1
3/12 No. 35 Fresno State 2-5 8-2
3/15 No. 49 Sacramento State 6-1 9-2
3/17 No. 17 Pepperdine 1-6 9-3
3/24 Air Force 7-0 10-3
3/25 Colorado State 6-1 11-3
3/26 Wyoming 7-0 12-3
4/7 Utah 6-1 13-3
4/8 No. 26 BYU 3-4 13-4
4/13 No. 20 TCU 2-5 13-5
4/14 No. 33 SDSU 3-4 13-6
4/15 No. 53 UNLV 2-5 13-7
4/27 No. 32 SDSU 4-3 14-7
4/28 No. 16 TCU 1-4 14-8

     5/12 No. 27 Long Beach State 4-1 14-9

INDIVIDUAL RESULTS...

PLAYER #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 #6 FALL SPRING TOTALS
Iva Gersic 9-0 7-5 7-5 16-5 23 -10
Maja Kovacek 6-7 5-1 12-5 11-8 23-13
Nora Quintal 2-2 6-8 4-1 7-9 12-11 19-20
Ola Abou-Zekry 0-1 6-3 4-5 2-0 5-7 12-9 17-16
Jennifer Ryba 2-1 3-4 7-6 5-5 12-11
Lucy Scott 0-1 6-2 8-5 7-7 14-8 21-15
Mackenzie White 3-0 7-7 7-8 11-7 18-15
Allison Davis 1-5 1-5
Elisa Bonner 3-4 1-3 4-7

DOUBLES  RESULTS...

PLAYER #1 #2 #3 FALL SPRING TOTALS
Kovacek/Gersic 12-3 13-2 12-3 25-5
Abou-Zekry/Scott 12-4 4-4 12-4 16-8
Gersic/Scott 6-1 0-0 6-1 7-2
About-Zekry/Kovacek 6-1 0-0 6-1 7-2
Quintal/Ryba 8-10 0-0 8-12 8-12
Quintal/Sotirchos 1-2 2-1 1-2 3-3
Bonner/Davis 1-4 0-1 1-5


