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UNM Announces Details of Alford Contract Extension
Two-time MWC Coach of the Year signed through 2019-20

Albuquerque -- University of New Mexico Vice President for Athletics Paul Krebs today 
announced new contract details for men’s head basketball coach Steve Alford. The two 
parties agreed April 3 on a revised package that will keep Alford at UNM through the 
2019-20 season.

Alford, the two-time Mountain West Conference Coach of the Year, will receive total 
compensation of $1,149,200 for the current fiscal year that began July 1, an increase of 
$145,000 from last year.  He could earn an additional $625,000 in 2010-11 by meeting 
performance-based incentives.

Alford’s base salary in 2010-11 is $264,200.  That figure will increase to $504,200 annu-
ally on April 1, 2014.  His base salary last year was $239,200.

Including $115,000 in incentives, Alford earned $1,119,200 in 2009-10 when the Lobos 
- playing with only one senior on the roster - finished 30-5.  UNM set a school record 
for wins and played in the NCAA Tournament for the first time in five years.  The Lobos 
earned a No. 3 seed in the East Region and advanced to the second round of the NCAA 
Tournament for the first time since 1999.

The Lobos were ranked in the top-25 for 12 weeks and finished No. 8 in the final AP poll, 
the second-highest in school history.

“As we said in April, Lobo basketball has made dramatic improvement in all areas under 
Steve’s watch,” said Krebs.  “The assessment of his program warrants the decision to 
provide a contract extension and a revised pay structure.  This business decision makes 
sense in several key areas that are important to the overall mission of the University:  
academics, competition, community engagement and revenue generation.  The agree-
ment we reached with Steve represents a sound investment based on dividends earned 
in the past three years.  We expect this trend of productivity to continue in the future.”



Krebs said UNM anticipates direct revenue in excess of $9 million in three primary areas for the 2010-
11 fiscal year:  $4.1 million in men’s basketball ticket sales;  $3 million in Lobo Club donations and $2.1 
million for the sale of suites and club seats in the renovated Pit.  Ticket revenue and Lobo Club dona-
tions totaled just $5.4 million in 2006-07, the year before Alford started at UNM.

“I know a lot of our fans wanted to know how we could keep Steve at UNM,” Krebs said.  “This is how.  
We appreciate his commitment to our school, community and state.   He is a tremendous ambassador 
for the University of New Mexico, the city of Albuquerque and the state of New Mexico.  The success of 
last year’s team brought UNM an unprecedented amount of national attention.  That kind of exposure 
is very positive for the university.”

“It bears repeating that I feel extremely blessed for the tremendous support of an administration led by 
President (David) Schmidly and Paul Krebs,” said Alford.  “I also want to thank Gov. Richardson and the 
UNM Board of Regents.  None of this happens - especially the Pit renovation and our new academic 
center - without their support.”

Alford is 76-26 (.745) in three seasons at New Mexico, guiding the Lobos to postseason play every 
year.  He has more wins, a higher winning percentage and more regular-season conference titles (2) 
than any previous Lobo coach after three seasons.

UNM was picked to finish fifth in the Mountain West Conference each of the past seasons.  The Lo-
bos tied for the title in 2008-09 by winning their last five games.  In 2009-10, New Mexico started 0-2 
in league play, but ripped off a conference and school-record 14 straight wins to claim its first outright 
conference championship in 16 years.

Alford has been chosen MWC Coach of the Year each of the past two seasons.  He is 37-11 (.771) in 
three seasons of conference play.  The Lobos’ lowest finish under Alford is third place in 2007-08 after 
landing in eighth place the year before Alford started at UNM.

Comparing the Numbers

						      2006-07*		  2009-10**		  Increase
Men’s Basketball Ticket Revenue		  $3,177,000		  $3,911,000		  $734,000	
Lobo Club Donations				    $2,336,000		  $3,198,000		  $862,000
Academic Progress Rate			   920			   980			   60
Grade Point Average				    2.54 Fall 2006		 2.77 Fall 2009
						      2.31 Spring 2007	 2.92 Spring 2010
Wins						      15			   30			   15		

* Pit capacity at 18,018;  year before Steve Alford took over
** Pit capacity at 14,586 due to ongoing renovations



Steve Alford Highlights at New Mexico (2007-10)

• 76-26 record in 3 seasons

• Has more wins (76), a higher winning percentage (.745) and more regular-season conference titles 
(2) than any previous Lobo coach after first three seasons

• UNM finished third (2008), tied for a conference title (2009) and won an outright league championship 
(2010)...the Lobos finished 15-17 in the Mountain West the year before Alford arrived, finishing 8th, and 
losing the play-in game at the MWC Tournament

• Hundreds of hours of community service by his program (coaches and student-athletes)

• Academic Progress Rate (APR) of 980 in 2009-10, the highest ever by the men’s basketball pro-
gram

• Three of UNM’s top-five semester grade-point-averages have come in the past five terms, including a 
2.92 GPA in the spring of 2010

• 6 of 7 seniors have graduated in Alford’s three seasons at UNM

• UNM’s first Academic All-American (Roman Martinez 2010) in 35 years...Martinez also received the 
2010 Chip Hilton Award given to the nation’s top Division I men’s graduating senior for demonstrating 
outstanding character, leadership and talent

• Two-time Mountain West Conference Coach of the Year (2008-09 and 2009-10)

• Overall road record of 24-15, 16-8 in MWC games...the Lobos only won 22 road games in nine sea-
sons before Alford arrived

• Two MWC players of the year (J.R. Giddens 2008, Darington Hobson 2010)

• Two NBA draft picks (J.R. Giddens, 1st round to Boston Celtics in 2008;  Darington Hobson, 2nd 
round to Milwaukee Bucks in 2010)

2009-10
• The Lobos set school records for:
	 • wins (30)
	 • road wins (10)
	 • wins away from home (13)
	 • consecutive conference wins (14)
	 • conference road wins (7)
	 • consecutive conference road wins (7)
	 • wins over top-25 opponents (6)
	 • FTs attempted (909)

• Picked to finish 5th in the MWC preseason poll, UNM started league play 0-2 before winning an MWC-
record 14 straight conference games...the Lobos are 19-2 in their last 21 regular-season conference 
games



• New Mexico won its 2nd straight Mountain West Conference regular-season title at 14-2, and first 
outright conference championship since 1994

• UNM rose to 8th in both major polls, the highest ranking for New Mexico since December of 1997

• The Lobos finished 8th in the final AP poll (before the NCAA Tournament)...that’s the Lobos’ second-
highest finish all-time...the 1967-68 team ended 6th

• New Mexico tied a Mountain West Conference record with 30 wins...UNLV won 30 in 2006-07 and 
BYU also won 30 this season

• Alford was named MWC Coach of the Year for the 2nd straight season...he finished 3rd in balloting for 
AP national coach of the year and was 1 of 4 finalists for the Naismith national coach of the year

• The Lobos had winning streaks of 12 and 15 games, respectively

• UNM tied a school and MWC record with 14 wins in conference play...the Lobos went 14-4 in the 
Western Athletic Conference in 1993-94

• Based on a minimum of six games played, UNM was the only team in the nation undefeated when 
playing a ranked opponent...the Lobos were 6-0

• Junior guard Darington Hobson was named 3rd Team All-America by AP, MWC Player of the Year and 
MWC Newcomer of the Year...he also gained All-America honors from FOXSports.com and Sporting 
News...Hobson is the first Lobo to lead the team in scoring, rebounding and assists in a single season

Steve Alford Year-by-Year at New Mexico

Year	 Overall	 MWC	 MWC Finish	 Postseason
2007-08	 24-9	 11-5	 3rd	 NIT (0-1)
2008-09	 22-12	 12-4	 T1st	 NIT (1-1)
2009-10	 30-5	 14-2	 1st	 NCAA (1-1)
Totals	 76-26	 37-11	 2 MWC titles	 3 appearances (2-3)	


