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Women’s Tennis Quick Facts

Notre Dame Quick Facts
Location ..........................................Notre Dame, IN 46556
Founded..........................................................................1842
Enrollment............8,380 (undergraduate), 11,311 (total)
Nickname ........................................................Fighting Irish
Colors ............................................................Gold and Blue
Conference ............................................................BIG EAST
Home Courts (Outdoor) ..........Courtney Tennis Center
Home Courts (Indoor) ......................Eck Tennis Pavilion
President ................................Rev. John I. Jenkins, C.S.C.
Director of Athletics ......................................Kevin White
Deputy A.D./Women’s Tennis....................Missy Conboy
Athletic Department Phone ......................(574) 631-6107

Coaching Staff
Head Coach ..............................................Jay Louderback

(Wichita State ‘76)
Office Phone ................................................(574) 631-5149
E-mail................................................louderback.1@nd.edu
Record at Notre Dame ................309-148 (.676)/17 years
Career Record ..............................513-326 (.611)/27 years
Assistant Coach ..............Elizabeth Schmidt (UCLA ‘00)
Office Phone ................................................(574) 631-3730
E-mail......................................................eschmid2@nd.edu
Volunteer Asst. Coach......Liz Balanis (Wake Forest ‘94)
Coaches' Fax ................................................(574) 631-8728
Eck Tennis Pavilion Phone ........................(574) 631-6929

Sports Information
Address ................................................Sports Information 

112 Joyce Center
Notre Dame, IN 46556-5678

Sr. Assoc. A.D./Media Relations ..................John Heisler
Sports Information Director ....................Bernie Cafarelli
Asst. SID/Women’s Tennis......................Michael Bertsch
Sports Information Office ..........................(574) 631-7516
Bertsch’s Office Phone ..............................(574) 631-8642
Bertsch’s Cell Phone ..................................(574) 532-4154
Bertsch’s E-mail ....................................bertsch.3@nd.edu
Sports Information Fax ..............................(574) 631-7941
Irish Sports Hotline ....................................(574) 631-3000
Website..........................................................www.und.com

Media Information
The Notre Dame Sports Information Office is
always interested in assisting members of
the media in their coverage of Irish tennis.
Publicity and media information for Notre
Dame tennis is coordinated by assistant
sports information director Michael Bertsch.
• Statistics, Match Notes, Recaps, Releases
- See und.com.
• Credentials, Photographs, Interview
Requests, Feature Ideas, Questions -
Contact Bertsch.
• Live Statistics - Available free for all home
matches and selected road contests, via
und.com.
• Wireless Internet - Available free to all vis-
iting media and SIDs visiting the Eck Tennis
Pavilion. See Bertsch for details.
• Television Footage - Contact local stations
(WHME, WSBT, WNDU, WSJV). See page 2 for
contact information.

BIG EAST Conference
The BIG EAST Conference maintains its

presence on the World Wide Web at
www.bigeast.org. The site contains current
information on all facets of the BIG EAST
Conference. Please contact Rachel
Engrissei in the BIG EAST media relations
department (rengrissei@bigeast.org) for
more information on BIG EAST tennis.

Credits
The Notre Dame Women’s Tennis Guide

was written and edited by assistant sports
information director Michael Bertsch with
editorial assistance from student assis-
tants Ryan Kiefer and Sarah Wladecki.

Special thanks to former women’s tennis
SID Bo Rottenborn for his assistance.

Graphic design and page layout by
Cindy Lemcke of Ave Maria Press, Inc.
Inside and outside cover designs by Dave
Scholtes of Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame,
Ind.

Photography by Mike Bennett and
Lighthouse Imaging, Matt Cashore,
Heather Gollatz, Greg Owen, J.C. Ridley,
Don Alschuler, Guy Rogers, L.K. Dunn,
Kevin Burke and Notre Dame photograph-
ics, Pete LaFleur, Angela Addington, David
Silverman, and Fred Mullane. 

Printing by Ave Maria Press in Notre
Dame, Ind.

Notre Dame
Sports Hotline:

(574) 631-3000

The Notre Dame women’s tennis team was
honored for its accomplishments during the
2005-06 season – which included winning a
seventh BIG EAST Conference championship and
earning its 13th NCAA tournament bid in the last
14 years – at the Irish football game against
Penn State in front of a crowd of 80,795.
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Information

Media Following the Irish

Television
WHME TV/Radio 

(Bob Nagle/Chuck Freeby)
61300 Ironwood Road
South Bend, IN  46625
(574) 291-8200
Fax (574) 291-9043

WNDU-TV - NBC
(Jeff Jeffers) 

P.O.Box 1616
South Bend, IN  46634
(574) 631-1616/1239
Fax (574) 631-2916

WSBT-TV/Radio - CBS
(Greg Carroll/Pete Byrne/
Carolyn Manno)

300 West Jefferson
South Bend, IN  46601
(574) 472-8124  
Fax (574) 288-6630

WSJV-TV - FOX
(Dean Huppert/Allison Hayes)

59096 County Road 7 South
Elkhart, IN  46514
(574) 679-4545 or 293-9227
Fax (574) 294-1324

College Sports Television
Chelsea Piers,Pier 62 
New York,NY 10011 
(212) 342-8700 
Fax (212) 342-8899 

Radio
WDND-ESPN Radio 1000

(Sean Stires)
3371 Cleveland Rd.Ext.
Ste.310
South Bend, IN 46628
(574) 273-9300
Fax (574) 273-9090

Radio Tennis
www.radiotennis.com
309 Calle De Andalucia
Redondo Beach,CA 90277

(866) 729-9008
Fax: (310) 381-4391

WVFI-AM Radio
University of Notre Dame
P.O.Box 532
Notre Dame, IN 46556
(574) 631-5379

Organizations
Notre Dame Sports

Information
(Michael Bertsch)

www.und.com
112 Joyce Center
Notre Dame, IN  46556-5678
(574) 631-7516
Fax (574) 631-7941

BIG EAST Conference
(Rachel Engrissei)

www.bigeast.org 
222 Richmond Street
Providence,RI  02903
(401) 272-9108
Fax (401) 751-8540

CSTV Online
(Alan Wasielewski)

www.collegesports.com
112  Joyce Center
Notre Dame, IN 46556
(574) 631-3397
(760) 431-8221 (Carlsbad,Calif.)

Intercollegiate Tennis
Association
(Casey Angle)

www.itatennis.com
PO Box 71
Princeton,NJ 08544
(609) 258-2935
Fax (609) 258-2935

United States Tennis
Association
www.usta.org

70 West Red Oak Lane
White Plains,NY 10604
(914) 696-7289
Fax (914) 696-7167

Print Media
The Observer 

(Ryan Kiefer)
www.ndsmcobserver.com
LaFortune Student Center
Notre Dame, IN  46556
(574) 631-7471
Fax (574) 631-6927

South Bend Tribune 
(Bill Bilinski)

www.southbendtribune.com
225 West Colfax Avenue
South Bend, IN  46626
(574) 235-6316  
Fax (574) 235-6091

Notre Dame Scholastic 
(Nicole Dorner)

www.nd.edu/~scholast
LaFortune Student Center
Notre Dame, IN  46556
(574) 631-7569
Fax (574) 631-9648

Irish Sports Report
(Bob Wieneke)

www.irishsports.com
225 West Colfax Avenue
South Bend, IN  46626
(574) 235-6161  
Fax (574) 239-2646

Blue & Gold Illustrated 
(Lou Somogyi)

www.blueandgold.com
1605 North Home
Mishawaka, IN  46545
(574) 255-9800  
Fax (574) 255-9700

College Tennis Online
www.collegetennisonline.com

College And Junior Tennis
(Marcia Frost)

www.collegeandjuniortennis.com
100 Harbor Road
Port Washington,NY 11050
(516) 883-6601
Fax (516) 883-5241

Bob Larson Tennis
(Bob Larson)

czanone@aol.com
170 Spring Ridge Trace
Roswell,GA 30076
(770) 641-1231
Fax (770) 641-6679

Associated Press 
(Tom Coyne)

South Bend Tribune Building
225 West Colfax Avenue
South Bend, IN  46626
(574) 288-1649  
Fax (574) 236-1765

USA Today/USA Today
Online 

www.usatoday.com
1000 Wilson Boulevard
22nd Floor
Arlington,VA 22229
1-800-872-3410 ext.7103
Online Fax (703) 907-4465

Freshmen (from left) Kellie O’Flynn, Kali Krisik, Colleen Rielley and
Cosmina Ciobanu

Juniors Brook Buck (left)
and Bailey Louderback

Seniors Christian
(left) and Catrina
Thompson

Sophomores Kelcy Tefft
(left) and Katie Potts

 



While only a junior,

Brook Buck has

emerged as a team

leader both on and

off the court. She

went 24-10 in

singles, including

18-7 in dual action.

Buck spent most of

the year in the No.

3 spot for the Irish,

going 14-6. 

NOTRE DAMESEASON PREVIEW
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Season
Preview

Notre Dame women’s tennis already boasted a
long-established standard of excellence, even
before last season’s record setting campaign. 

The Irish went 27-2 in dual matches, reached
the NCAA Quarterfinals and spent most of the
season ranked #2 in the national rankings – the
highest national ranking in school history. Notre
Dame started the season with 16 consecutive
victories and posted its second-highest win total
ever. The Irish earned its highest-ever seeding
(No. 2) and matched its deepest run in the NCAA
Division I Championship. Among the other sea-
son highlights were a 4-1 record against top-10
teams, defeating Duke for the first time ever
(after 12 defeats - that also matched the highest-
ranked win, #5, in program history), snapping a
seven-match losing streak against Northwestern,
topping North Carolina for the first time since
2001 and beating Tennessee for the first time
since 1998. The Irish were also rated as the top
squad in the Midwest Region for the first time
since 1999-2000.

It is hard to imagine that it would be possible
to attain that kind of success from a season ago,
but 18th year head coach Jay Louderback feels
the Irish have the talent in place to push that
standard even higher this spring.

Notre Dame returns five of its six starters from
last season and adds, quite possibly, the top
recruiting class in the entire country. 

All the pieces are in place for the 2006-07 Irish
to make a serious run for all three NCAA titles –
team, singles and doubles – this spring. Notre
Dame enters the season just off where they
ended last season in the national poll – ranked a
program-best 4th. A key factor in the success of
this year’s squad, as it has been the past three
seasons, will be senior twins’ Catrina and
Christian Thompson – one of the top-ranked dou-
bles team in the country.

Catrina and Christian were named ITA All-
Americans in doubles last year for the second
consecutive season. They finished the year with
a 22-7 record and were No. 10 in the final ITA
national doubles rankings. The twins even

climbed as high as No.
1 last spring. They
also delivered Notre
Dame's first-ever ITA
grand-slam title, win-
ning the doubles draw
in the 2005 Riviera ITA
A l l - A m e r i c a n
Championships. They
lost in the quarterfi-
nals of the season's
second grand slam,
the 2005 ITA National
Intercollegiate Indoor
Championships, to
eventual champions
Alice Barnes and Anne
Yelsey of Stanford.
Barnes and Yelsey fin-
ished the year as the
nation's top-ranked
duo. This past fall, the
twins reached the
finals of the Riviera
ITA All-American
Championships for
the third straight sea-
son, but came up
short in the final.

In 2006, Catrina and
Christian were 16-5 in
dual-match action at
No. 1 and posted an 8-
5 record against
nationally ranked
teams. They were
ranked in the top 10
all season. For their
careers, they own a
72-30 record, includ-
ing 28-17 against
nationally ranked
opponents.

The duo remains
the only Notre Dame
twins ever to earn All-
America accolades.
Only three Irish

women's tennis players previously had been All-
Americans in multiple seasons: Wendy Crabtree
(1993-94, 1994-95), Jennifer Hall (1995-96, 1997-
98, 1998-99) and former assistant coach Michelle
Dasso (1998-99, 2000-01). 

In singles, Catrina Thompson went 29-12 over-
all and 18-6 in dual action. She was named Most
Outstanding Performer at the 2006 BIG EAST
Tournament for the second consecutive season
and advanced to the second round of the NCAA
Singles Championship. She became just the third
Irish player ever to win a match in the NCAA sin-
gles event on multiple occasions and was ranked
as high as 24th in the ITA poll. Catrina went 13-
12 against nationally ranked players and won 10
of her final 14 matches, with all of those defeats
coming against top-20 opposition.

Expectations for Irish Women’s Tennis 2006-07 Season at All-Time High 
Notre Dame returns five of six starters and adds the top recruiting class in the country

Team Information
2005-06 Record: 27-2

2005-06 Final ITA National Ranking: 5th

2006 BIG EAST Championship:
3-0,champion
Notre Dame 4,Rutgers 0
Notre Dame 4,DePaul 0
Notre Dame 4,South Florida 1

2006 NCAA Championship:
3-1,quarterfinals
Notre Dame 5,Valparaiso 0
Notre Dame 4,Michigan 0
Notre Dame 4,Kentucky 0
Miami 4,Notre Dame 0

All-Americans Returning:
Catrina Thompson (Sr.) – Doubles
Christian Thompson (Sr.) – Doubles

Starters Returning:
Catrina Thompson (Sr.)
Brook Buck (Jr.)
Christian Thompson (Sr.)
Kelcy Tefft (So.)
Katie Potts (So.)

Monogram Winners Returning/Lost: 6/5

2006-07 Team Captains: 
Catrina Thompson
Christian Thompson

Senior twins Catrina and Christian Thompson were named ITA All-Americans in doubles
last year for the second consecutive season. They finished the year with a 22-7 record
and were No. 10 in the final ITA national doubles rankings. The twins even climbed as
high as No. 1 last spring. They also delivered Notre Dame's first-ever ITA grand-slam title,
winning the doubles draw in the 2005 Riviera ITA All-American Championships. 



52 0 0 6 - 0 7  W O M E N ’ S  T E N N I S

T
E
N
N
I
S

Christian went a career-
best 22-12 overall and 15-9 in
dual action. She spent most
of the spring at No. 2 going
13-8. After opening the sea-
son with five consecutive
victories at the ITA All-
American Championships
pre-qualifier and qualifier,
Christian broke into the
national rankings at #44 fol-
lowing her round of 16
appearance in the ITA
Midwest Championships.
She remained in the polls
the rest of the season, clos-
ing the year at #125.
Christian went 9-8 against
ranked players.

While only a junior, Brook
Buck has emerged as a team
leader both on and off the
court. She has been a main-
stay among the top four
spots in the Irish lineup
since her freshman year.
Buck, who ended last sea-
son ranked No. 90, went 24-
10 in singles, including 18-7
in dual action. She spent
most of the year in the No. 3
spot for the Irish, going 14-6.
Buck posted an even better
record in the No. 2 spot at 4-
1. She went 18-2 in regional
matches and led the squad
with seven match-clinching
victories. Buck also regis-
tered an impressive 24-4
mark in doubles with sopho-
more Kelcy Tefft. The duo went 19-3 at No. 2 dou-
bles in dual matches.

Tefft enters this season following an impres-
sive rookie campaign. She went 28-5 overall, 20-4
in dual action and ended the season with a
seven-match winning streak. Tefft was a perfect
6-0 at No. 2 and 14-4 at No. 4. She also posted
three victories over ranked opponents. Tefft
joined Catrina Thompson, Buck and Kiki Stastny
on the BIG EAST All-Tournament team.

Buck and Tefft had a breakout summer and fall
of 2006 for Notre Dame. The duo won the dou-
bles title at the ITA National Summer
Championships, presented by the United States
Tennis Association. Buck and Tefft then captured
the ITA Midwest Regional Championship before
reaching the semifinals of the ITA National
Indoor Championships.

Another sophomore that gained valuable
experience in her rookie campaign, playing
mainly in the No. 6 spot in the lineup, was Katie
Potts. She went 29-5 last season, including a
team-best 23-2 in dual action. In addition to lead-
ing the Irish in dual victories, Potts also tied for
the team-high in overall singles wins (Kristina
Stastny and Catrina Thompson also had 29). She
went 18-1 at No. 6 and also went 2-0 at No. 4 and
3-1 at No. 5. Potts posted a 16-match winning
streak that lasted from Oct. 22 to March 15 with
13 of the 16 consecutive victories coming in
straight sets.

Notre Dame also welcomes back junior Bailey
Louderback – the daughter of the Irish head
coach. She has continued to develop, especially
in doubles, and gives Notre Dame depth.

The Irish also feature four very talented fresh-
men that figure to challenge for playing time:
Cosmina Ciobanu, Kali Krisik, Kellie O’Flynn and
Colleen Rielley. The quartet made up the top
recruiting class in the country according to most
tennis publications.

Ciobanu, who won the Southern California
Sectional singles championship and reached the
singles final of a USTA National Open in 2005,
had a great fall season. Ciobanu was ranked as
high as 15th nationally in singles before entering
Notre Dame. She went 10-3 in singles and
reached the finals of the ITA Midwest Regional
Championship. Ciobanu also went 10-1 in dou-
bles, teaming with Potts and Krisik.

Krisik, niece of head coach Jay Louderback
and cousin of Bailey, won the Kansas class 5A
state singles championship in both 2002 and
2003. She also has to her credit a doubles title in
a USTA National Open and was ranked as high as
65th nationally in singles before entering Notre
Dame. Krisik went 7-4 this fall in singles and 12-2
in doubles, splitting time with Potts and
Ciobanu.

Rielley, the first Notre Dame signee ever to
have been ranked #1 in the USTA girls' 18s, cap-
tured a pair of Kansas state singles titles in class
5A, having prevailed in both 2004 and 2005. She
also won the Missouri state championship in
2003. Rielley, won the singles title in the 2004
USTA Winter National Championships and took
third in the 2005 National Clay Courts, went 11-3
this fall and captured the ITA Midwest Regional
Championship. She opens the spring season as
the highest ranked Irish singles player (#31). 

O’Flynn, a native of Dublin,
Ireland, joins the team as a walk-
on and has already proven to be
a valuable addition to the
squad.

Notre Dame starts its dual
season with a match at Illinois
on Jan. 26. The match-up will
mark the first meeting between
the two schools since former
Notre Dame assistant coach
Michelle Dasso became the
Fighting Illini head coach.

The Irish home opener is set
for Jan. 28 against Vanderbilt.
The Commodores finished the
2005-06 season ranked No. 11
and reached the NCAA
Championship round of 16.
Notre Dame will not leave the
friendly confines of Eck Tennis
Pavilion for eight consecutive
matches. In addition to
Vanderbilt, the Irish face
Louisville (Feb. 9), Michigan
(Feb. 14), North Carolina (Feb.
16), Wake Forest (Feb. 18), Iowa
(Feb. 25), Texas A&M (Mar. 2)
and Texas (Mar. 3). All eight
opponents ended last season in
the top 75 and the Tar Heels
(10), Demon Deacons (No. 22)
and Longhorns (No. 19) were in
the top 25.

Notre Dame then hits the
most difficult part of the sched-
ule with 11 of its final 12
matches on the road. The Irish
open the road swing with BYU
(Mar. 10). The Cougars reached

the NCAA Championship and finished last season
at No. 30. Notre Dame heads out to San Diego,
Calif., to face Duke (Mar. 15) and Tennessee (Mar.
16). The Blue Devils, ranked No. 9 at the end of
last year, reached the quarterfinals of the NCAA
Championship. The Lady Volunteers also made
the NCAA Championship and finished No. 32. 

After two more road matches at Wichita State
(Mar. 30) and Tulsa (Apr. 1), the Irish return home
for a brief one-match home stand. Notre Dame
faces in-state rival Purdue (Apr. 4).

The Irish get right back on the road for their
final five matches of the season. Notre Dame faces
Indiana (Apr. 7), Ohio State (Apr. 9), Northwestern
(Apr. 13), DePaul (Apr. 14) and Marquette (Apr.
15). Of those final five dual matches, only the
Hoosiers and Wildcats reached the NCAA
Championships. Northwestern finished No. 8
after advancing into the round of 16.

The BIG EAST Conference Championship is
scheduled for April 19-22 in Tampa, Fla. The Irish
have captured the title each of the last two years
and seven times in the 11 years since becoming a
league member.

In addition to the scheduled dual matches,
Notre Dame earned an invitation to the USTA/ITA
National Team Indoor Championship (Feb. 1-4) in
Madison, Wisc.

The 2007 NCAA Championship begins May 11-
12 with first and second round action on 16 cam-
pus sites and concludes with the final four rounds
of competition from May 19-26 in Athens, Ga. The
NCAA Singles and Doubles Championships will
also run in the same location.

Sophomore Kelcy Tefft and junior Brook Buck had a breakout summer and fall of 2006 for Notre Dame.
The duo won the doubles title at the ITA National Summer Championships, presented by the United
States Tennis Association. Buck and Tefft then captured the ITA Midwest Regional Championship before
reaching the semifinals of the ITA National Indoor Championships.
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2006-07
Rosters

2006-07 Notre Dame Women’s Tennis Roster

No. Player Ht. Yr. Hometown/High School 
7 Brook Buck** 5-7 Jr. Yukon, OK/Oklahoma Christian School

21 Cosmina Ciobanu 5-3 Fr. Brea, CA/Troy H.S.
33 Kali Krisik 5-9 Fr. Arkansas City, KS/Arkansas City H.S.
5 Bailey Louderback** £ 5-6 Jr. South Bend, IN/Penn H.S.
9 Katie Potts* 5-10 So. Brookfield, WI/Divine Savior Holy Angels H.S.

23 Kelcy Tefft* 5-6 So. Enid, OK/Chisholm H.S.
83 Kellie O’Flynn £ 5-6 Fr. Dublin, Ireland/The High School Dublin
4 Colleen Rielley 5-9 Fr. Overland Park, KS/Bishop Miege H.S.

13 Catrina Thompson*** c 5-5 Sr. Las Vegas, NV/Bishop Gorman H.S.
31 Christian Thompson*** c 5-6 Sr. Las Vegas, NV/Bishop Gorman H.S.

Head Coach: Jay Louderback (18th season, Wichita State ‘76)
Assistant Coach: Elizabeth Schmidt (1st season, UCLA ’00)
Volunteer Assistant Coach: Liz Balanis (11th season, Wake Forest ’94)  
Senior Manager: Patrick O’Malley (2st season, Notre Dame ’07)

* – denotes monograms earned  •  c – denotes captain  •  £ – indicates left-handed player

Pronunciation Guide
Kelcy Tefft KELL-see teft
Kali Krisik KAY-lee
Cosmina Ciobanu KAHZ-mina CHEE-uh-bahn-u
Colleen KO-lean

The 2006-07 Notre Dame Women’s Tennis Team: (front row, from left) head coach Jay Louderback, Kali Krisik, Colleen Rielley, Katie Potts, Brook Buck, senior
manager Patrick O’Malley and assistant coach Elizabeth Schmidt. (back row, from left): Bailey Louderback, Kelcy Tefft, Catrina Thompson, Christian Thompson,
Cosmina Ciobanu and Kellie O’Flynn.

Roster Breakdown By Class
Seniors (2): Thompson, Thompson
Juniors (2): Buck, Louderback
Sophomores (2): Potts, Tefft
Freshmen (4): Ciobanu, Krisik, O’Flynn, Rielley


