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Head coach Debby King has seen her
Fighting Irish teams set numerous school

records and make the program’s first
two trips to the NCAA Tournament.  
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Since she came to Notre Dame in
2001, head coach Debby King has
guided the Fighting Irish women’s
golf program to unprecedented lev-
els.  King has led the Irish to 11 team
tournament victories in her tenure,

including two BIG EAST Tournament titles
in 2003 and 2004.  Most importantly, she has
also steered Notre Dame to the program’s
first two trips to the NCAA Tournament in
2004 and 2005 and has established the Irish
on the national scene. 

King was named head coach of the
University of Notre Dame women's golf
team on August 21, 2001, becoming the third
head coach in the 16-year history of the pro-
gram. 

The first full-time coach in the program's
history, King wasted little time in elevating
the Notre Dame program to the next level.
Under her direction, the Irish have realized
extraordinary success, including winning
the first-ever BIG EAST Women's Golf
Championship in 2003 and following that
up with the 2004 conference title en route to
the program's inaugural trip to the NCAA
tournament.  

Expectations were high heading into the
2004-05 campaign and King had her team
ready for another impressive run, which

included a school-record four tournament
victories and four medalist finishes.  The
year ended with Notre Dame playing in the
NCAA Central Regional for the second
straight season and just the second time in
program history.  The Fighting Irish finished
18-shots better in the 2005 regional compared
to the year before.  This has King and her
team focused on its next goal, which is to
make the leap to the NCAA Finals. 

“Last year was a very successful year.  We
made it to regionals and we were closer to
advancing to finals than the year before, so
that was progress,” says the native of Slidell,
La.

In four-and-a-half seasons under King, the
Notre Dame team has experienced dramatic
improvements. Prior to King's arrival, the
Irish had a team-stroke average of 323.26 in
2000-01; Notre Dame concluded the fall of
2005 with an amazing school-record semester
average of 301.71.

To say that King's teams have rewritten
the Notre Dame record
books would be an
understatement.  A King-
led squad owns all 10 of
the top 54-hole tourna-
ment scores and nine of
the top 10 low-team
rounds in Fighting Irish
history.  There have also
been numerous individ-
ual records established
during King's tenure at
Notre Dame, including
the top nine career-stroke
averages and top 10 sea-
son-stroke averages.

After four outstanding
seasons, King's current
squad is in the midst of
its greatest statistical
season in the program's
history. The energetic
coach is impressed by
how fast her players
have responded to higher
goals and have contin-
ued to improve all facets
of their games.

“After we struggled at
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1997, 1998, 1999, 2001, 2004, 2005

Two-time BIG EAST champion
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Two-time Conference USA champion
1997, 2001

1997 LPGA National
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Massachusetts Women’s Open Champion (1991)

our home tournament this fall, we had a
pretty significant talk and the rest of the
way was pretty awesome,” says King.  “For
the most part this fall was fantastic.  We had
a stretch where seven of nine rounds were
under 300 and that’s more than we’ve ever
done.”

“We keep taking steps in the right direc-
tion. When I first arrived, I knew the goal
here was to get into the national top-25.
When I got the head coaching position here,
I told (director of athletics) Kevin White I felt
it would take five years to get to that point.
The team was 107th when I first started and
it's great to see where we are in the country
now.”

With this marking her fifth season at
Notre Dame, King has already exceeded
expectations for her initial five-year plan.
The team debuted in the top-25 of the
Golfstat.com rankings in October of 2004 at
No. 18 after winning the Jeannine McHaney
Invitational/Central Regional Preview. 

“Winning the
central (regional pre-
view) is the biggest win
we've had since I've
been here,” says King.  
Katie Brophy, a current
senior co-captain and a
member of King’s first
recruiting class at Notre
Dame, took home medal-
ist honors at the
McHaney Invitational to
improve her career win
total to three, another
Irish record established
under King.  The
Fighting Irish have cap-
tured a total of seven
medalist finishes
throughout King’s tenure.
Current junior Noriko
Nakazaki has two wins
during her career to go
along with a 76.00 scor-
ing-average, which
places her first in Irish
history in that category. 

King laid the ground-
work for this unprece-
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Notre Dame 
Under King

• 11 team tournament titles

• 7 medalist finishes

• 2 NCAA appearances

• 2 BIG EAST Conference titles

• 29 top-five individual finishes

• Set school records for lowest team
round, lowest team 54-hold score,
lowest eam season stoke average

• 7 individual records set

• 9 of top 10 team rounds in program
history

• Top 14 individual rounds in program
history

• Top 10 lowest 54-hole team totals 

• Top 12 lowest 54-hole individual totals 

• Lowest 36-hole team and individual
totals 

dented success in her first season with the
Irish in 2001-02. As a team, the Irish had three
top-four finishes and ended the season with a
team average of 323.59, good for sixth-best in
school history at that time.

In 2002-03, Notre Dame made impressive
strides under King's guidance. With her first
recruiting class, she brought in five talented
freshmen, hailing from as far as Ireland. Two
of those freshmen, Brophy and Sarah Bassett,
finished the schedule with the top two stroke
averages on the team and led the squad to a
316.29 team scoring average, the lowest team
average (for an entire season) in the history of
the program at that time. Notre Dame closed
out the year by winning the first-ever BIG
EAST Women's Golf Championship. The Irish
had three freshmen in the scoring five at the
conference championship and had four
golfers finish in the top five to earn all-BIG
EAST honors for '02-'03, including Brophy who
took co-medalist honors. 

The program extended its rise in 2003-04 by
building off the prior accomplishments of
King's first two squads.  Freshman Noriko
Nakazaki continued the trend of rookie suc-
cess as she led the Fighting Irish in a record-
setting eight tournaments.  Notre Dame
captured three tournament victories in the
fall of 2003, tying the school record for tourna-

ment victories in an entire sea-
son. The Irish added to that
total in the spring as they won
their second straight BIG EAST
title and saw three golfers
(Nakazaki, Brophy, Karen
Lotta) collect all-BIG EAST
honors.  A trip to the NCAA
Central Regional capped off
the greatest year in the history
of the program to that point. 

King came to Notre Dame
after six seasons as the head
golf coach at the University of
Memphis where her teams
won two Conference USA titles
(1997, 2001), produced 16 all-
conference players, one con-
ference player-of-the-year and
two conference rookies-of-the-
year.

During her six years at
Memphis, King guided her
teams to five consecutive trips
to the NCAA Golf Regionals
from 1997 through 2001.

Her 2000-01 squad won the
Conference USA tournament
and finished 14th at the NCAA
West Regional. Rookie of the
Year, Meghan Francella,
advanced to the NCAA finals
but was forced to withdraw
with an injury.

In announcing King as the
new women's golf coach, Notre
Dame athletic director Kevin
White said, “We are very

excited to be naming Debby King as the
women's golf coach at Notre Dame.  She
brings with her outstanding qualifications as
a coach and a teacher at Memphis. With
Debby taking over as our full-time coach,
plus the addition of scholarships and our
facilities at the Warren Golf Course, we have
now put our women's golf program in the
position to compete at the national level.”

King believes that Notre Dame has a great
deal to offer prospective student-athletes
both academically and athletically.

“I think the prestige of coming to Notre
Dame is important. The tradition of both aca-
demics and athletics is what players and
their parents are interested in,” says King.

“We have a great new golf course and
when we finish our state-of-the-art indoor
golf facility (part of the overall athletic master
plan) in the next year, that will complete the
entire package. I'm very excited about what
we have to offer here at Notre Dame,” says
King.

King took over at Memphis in the fall of
1995 and led the Tigers to the Memphis
Women's Intercollegiate Invitational champi-
onship in her first tournament as head coach.
Her teams at Memphis went on to win six
individual tournament titles. In 1997, King
was named Conference USA's Coach of the

Year as Memphis won its first con-
ference title and advanced to the
NCAA's for the first time under her
guidance.  

A former collegiate player at
Florida Atlantic University, King
moved to the professional ranks as
an assistant golf pro at St. Andrew's Country
Club in Boca Raton, Florida. In 1985 she
attended the LPGA Qualifying School and for
the next five years played on the Asian Tour,
the Futures Golf Tour and worked as a teach-
ing professional.

As a player, King won the 1991
Massachusetts Women's Open, the 1993 West
Tennessee Assistants Championship, and in
1995, the Tour America Championship.

Before taking the head-coaching job at
Memphis, King was a noted teaching profes-
sional at the Windyke Country Club in
Memphis. In 1996, she was named the PGA
West Tennessee Teacher of the Year and in
1997, the LPGA National Coach of the Year.

King is an LPGA Class A member, a PGA
Class A member and is a member of the
National Golf Coaches Association.
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Kyle Veltri is in her first season as

the assistant coach for the University
of Notre Dame women’s golf team.
Veltri returns to the Notre Dame com-
munity as she was a 2001 graduate
from Saint Mary’s College.  She will
help head coach Debby King as she

continues to build an already solid Fighting
Irish program that has reached the NCAA
tournament the past two seasons.

“I’m really pleased to be back after having
already spent four years in the Notre Dame
and Saint Mary’s community,” states Veltri,
who was a three-year member on the Saint
Mary’s golf team.  “I’m looking forward to
being back here and I’m looking forward to
getting experience at Notre Dame because
there is no better place to do that than here.”

Veltri helped guide the Fighting Irish to a
successful fall season in 2005.  The Irish reg-
istered a team scoring-average of 301.71,
which is a school-record for a single semester
and is on pace to eclipse the school mark for
an entire season.  Notre Dame posted eight
rounds under 300, including a 294 at the
Tyson/Embassy Suites Invitational, which is
the second-lowest round in school history. 

Veltri has seven years of experience in the
golf industry, tracing all the way back to her
work at the Notre Dame/Saint Mary’s College
Nike Golf Camp in 1999 and 2000.  At the
camp, she introduced golf etiquette, rules
and technique to over 50 youths per week.
The Clarksburg, W. Va.,  native also worked at
Notre Dame’s Warren Golf Course as a golf
shop assistant during her time at Saint
Mary’s.

“I have a passion for the golf industry and
that is why I’ve spent seven years in different
areas of the industry,” states Veltri.  “It’ll be
great to work with Debby (King).  Her knowl-
edge and commitment and where she’s been
will really help me to gain experience.  My
passion started here with (former Notre Dame
men’s head coach) George Thomas and I
learned a lot from him and will continue to
learn a lot from Debby.”

Following her graduation from Saint
Mary’s College, Veltri worked for nearly one
year at Captain’s Choice Golf Services Inc. in
Orlando, Fla., where she served as manage-
ment/tournament coordinator while also
working in sales.  She managed the com-
pany’s secondary location along with selling
both individual and tournament tee times.
Additionally, she planned each tournament
including the organization of the golf course,
merchandise, food, beverage and location.

During the summers of 2003 and 2004, Veltri
served as an instructor/counselor at the
Stonewall Resort Nike Golf Camp in

Jim Fraleigh
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Director/Golf
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Lynn Truitt
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Manager

Laura Metzger
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Roanoke, W. Va. At the camp, she taught golf
etiquette, rules and technique to youths on a
daily basis along with supervising campers
during day and evening activities.

For the past three years, she worked at the
Palmer Course at the Stonewall Resort as the
assistant golf professional.  Her main duties
included the coordination of golf tourna-
ments by consulting outing groups.   She also
created marketing plans and traveled to golf
shows to promote and market the golf course
and resort.  

“This is Kyle’s first coaching job and I’m
excited to have her enthusiasm and her will-
ingness to learn,” says King.  “Kyle has the
personality to deal with the student-athletes
on a one-on-one basis.  Plus she has been a
PGA apprentice and people probably don’t
realize the hard work it takes in getting that
status.  That teaching knowledge will really
help the program. It will be fun to have her
here.”


