Getting To Know...

OHN RYAN

unior John Ryan is one of Notre Dame’s

most versatile defensive players and has

appeared in 24 games in an lIrish
uniform. He has notched two tackles and two
pass breakups in 2008 and has accumulated
45 tackles with 2.5 sacks, six tackles for loss
and one forced fumble during his career. Ryan
was rated the No. 39 outside linebacker in the
nation by Phil Steele for the '08 campaign.
GameDay'’s Josh Flynt gives Irish fans a
chance to get to know John Ryan.

Flynt: What attracted you to Notre Dame?
Ryan: | would have to say the tradition, the
camaraderie of the team, and the fans.

Flynt: What is your favorite thing about
playing for Notre Dame?

Ryan: Each and every game when you put on
the gold helmet you get kind of a special
feeling that you represent more than just the
team. You represent a core group of people.
You represent a type of person. It's about the
ideals of playing for Notre Dame.

Flynt: What is one word you would use to
describe Notre Dame football?
Ryan: Tradition

Flynt: If you could trade places with Coach
Weis for a day, what would you do?

Ryan: Make it shells, shoulder pads and
helmets, everyday for practice.

Flynt: What three words would your
teammates use to describe you?
Ryan: Loud, hard-working and smart.

Flynt: What is the funniest thing you've seen
on the field?
Ryan: Pat Kuntz’s different hairdos.

Flynt: What is your favorite memory with your
Irish teammates?

Ryan: Probably beating Michigan State when |
was a freshman in 2006. It was a big come-
from-behind win.

Flynt: Which has been the biggest game of
your career?

Ryan: The first one | ever played in because of
the butterflies and everything. It was against
Penn State my freshman year.

Flynt: What advice would you give to a
younger player?

Ryan: Stay focused and work hard everyday.
Everything else will take care of itself.

Flynt: If you were stranded on an island,
what three things would you want to have with
you?

Ryan: TV, a pillow and my youngest brother Mike.

Flynt: If you could be on any reality show,
which would it be?

Ryan: | don’t watch any reality shows, but
Wipeout looks cool or maybe From G’s to Gents.

Flynt: What is the one song you always listen
to but are embarrassed to admit it?

Ryan: Well there are a bunch, but | have to go
with Madonna’s Like a Prayer.
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Flynt: When you were younger, what were you
always getting in trouble for?
Ryan: Talking back to my mom.

Flynt: What is your worst habit?
Ryan: Biting my fingernails.

Flynt: What is your favorite Coach Welis saying?
Ryan: “Dive right in.”
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RYAN LEAHY

by Craig Chval

“But more than that, it was
probably a sense that all
was right with the world—
that Notre Dame was still
trying to build character in
its football players the
old-fashioned way.”

—Ryan Leahy

aughs were few and far between when

former Notre Dame offensive line coach

Joe Moore was putting his charges
through drills on the practice field. Moore, who
passed away in 2003, produced many All-
Americans and NFL offensive linemen during
his career at Notre Dame and Pitt, and he did it
with a no-nonsense style.

So it wasn'’t at all out of the ordinary that
Ryan Leahy and the rest of the Irish offensive
linemen were finishing up a grueling practice by
doing some “crabbing.” No, Moore’s behemoths
weren't digging for seafood; they were going up
and down the field on their hands. Players
barely had enough oxygen to breathe, let alone
laugh. And at this particular moment, Leahy was
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the focus of Moore’s attention, and that was
never a good place to be.

“Leahy, get off your rear!” hollered Moore.

Oddly enough, the next sound was laughter,
coming from the sidelines. A handful of graying
men visiting practice started laughing as Moore
bellowed at Leahy, and they could barely contain
themselves. Leahy likely was the only player
who understood the laughter, and in his
exhaustion he laughed silently to himself.

The men were former Notre Dame football
players who had been coached by Leahy’s
grandfather, legendary Notre Dame head coach
Frank Leahy. As “Leahy’s Lads,” they had
endured dozens and dozens of harangues from
Frank Leahy very similar to what they were
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watching. The sight of the taskmaster’s grandson
being run ragged on a Notre Dame practice field
must have been as ironic as it was humorous to the
former Notre Dame heroes.

“I'm sure it was partly a sense of vindication on
their part,” chuckles Leahy, a two-time captain for
the Irish in 1994 and 1995 under head coach Lou
Holtz. “But more than that, it was probably a sense
that all was right with the world—that Notre Dame
was still trying to build character in its football
players the old-fashioned way.”

Moore and Holtz built Leahy into a good enough
football player that the native of Yakima, Wash.,
played professionally for the Arizona Cardinals and
the Green Bay Packers after a stint with the
Amsterdam Admirals of NFL Europe. But more than that,
they helped instill qualities in Leahy that have served him
very well in his life beyond football—just as his
grandfather had done for the young men who played for
him at Notre Dame in the 1940s and 1950s.

Following the end of his playing career, which was
hastened by several knee surgeries, Leahy wanted to
get into trading, and he eventually began to put his
Notre Dame economics degree to work for Dutch mega-
bank ABN Amro. Leahy focused much of his time and
energy in municipal bond trading at ABN Amro, helping
the bank consistently rank in the top 10 in municipal

marketing.

Since 2007, Leahy has been Vice President for Business Development
for Prime Advisors, Inc. Located in Redmond, Wash., Prime Advisors
specializes in the management of insurance company investment portfolios.
The position allows Leahy to put his degrees to good use, and also gives
him an opportunity to rely on many of the lessons he learned on the football
field.

“I remember Lou Holtz saying that things were never as good as they
seemed and never as bad as they seemed; that somewhere in the middle,
reality will fall,” Leahy relates. “And especially right now in this economy,
there are a lot of extremists, but the reality is somewhere in the middle.

“He also used to say, ‘Son, it rains on both sides of the ball,” says
Leahy. “And that’s true in the financial world today. Everybody is dealing
with bad credit and a lack of liquidity; the people who make the best
adjustments are the ones who are going to do the best.”

The move back to Washington has brought Leahy closer to his family,
which he counts as a huge blessing. The only downside is that Leahy
doesn’t enjoy the close proximity to Notre Dame that he did while living in
Chicago and working at ABN Amro.

“That's really killing me,” he says. “The good part is that Notre Dame will
always be there, because it's my favorite place in the world and it will always
be home to me.”

Leahy obtained his MBA from
Northwestern and is now the
Vice President for Business
competitive underwritings. At the same time, Leahy Development for Prime

obtained his MBA from Northwestern University’s Kellog Advisors, Inc., in Redmond,
School of Business, with concentrations in finance and Wash.

Ear his Notre Dafne céreer, )
. played professionally for the Arizona
i Cardinals and the Green Bay Packers.

For now, home for Leahy is once again his native
Washington state, and it's also home to his wife, Becky, and
their two daughters Reese (three years old) and Reilly (born in
August '08 and named after Leahy’s paternal grandmother).
With a job that requires extensive travel, Leahy doesn’t have
time for much that doesn't involve his family.

“My family is my hobby,” Leahy says. “I get to see the
world through the eyes of a little girl. | get to play princess. |
get to get my toenails painted. And my three-year-old still
thinks that I'm Superman.”

While the football uniform has given way to tights and a
cape—at least in the mind of his daughter—Leahy is not sure
that football is completely in his past.

“Once you get football in your blood, you're never going to
get it completely out of your blood,” he says. “It’s hard to
watch games sometimes, because you still want to be playing.”

Given the football in his blood—and his bloodlines—it’s not surprising
that the thought of coaching has crossed Leahy’s mind.

“At some point | think it would be fun,” Leahy says, although he admits
that the typical path of starting as a graduate assistant has its drawbacks.

“I've seen how grad assistants live, and that’s no way to live,” he laughs.

For now, Leahy has to be content with attending the occasional Notre
Dame game in person, watching games on television and keeping up with
Holtz’s television commentary.

“There are two things that can get me in trouble with my wife on
Saturday,” Leahy confesses. “One is to start injecting pearls of wisdom from
Holtz's commentating, and two, when | watch him talk and | end up talking
like him all day.”

To illustrate, Leahy slips into Holtz's famous lisp, the one he
impersonated as a freshman during talent night before the 1992 Sugar
Bowl. It's just another parallel to his grandfather’s legacy, as nearly all of
Frank Leahy’s players could break into that Irish brogue of Leahy’s to do a
dead-on impersonation.

“Johnny Lattner has one of the best ones,” says Leahy of Notre Dame’s
1953 Heisman Trophy winner. “When he starts that with me, I'll just give
him the Holtz thing right back.”

And so the tradition continues.
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“NOTRE DAME VICTORY MARCH?”
CELEBRATES 100TH ANNIVERSARY

by Shannon Chapla

heer, cheer for old Notre Dame...”
“The greatest of all university
fight songs” is a century old this
year. Happy 100th birthday to the Notre
Dame Victory March.

“It's probably the most recognized and
performed of collegiate songs,” said Kenneth
Dye, director of bands at Notre Dame. “Its
inspirational rhythm and tempo create an
energy that encourages fans to clap along
and enjoy the music.”

Some 500 band alumni will join with the
current band to “Wake up the echoes cheering
her name” during halftime of today’s game in a
Centennial Celebration of the anthem that has
proudly been played in all 50 states and 22 countries.

Victory March was written in 1908 by Notre Dame graduates Rev.
Michael Shea and his brother, John. An organist, Father Shea composed
the original tune for the organ, and it premiered, not on the Notre Dame
campus, but at the Second Congregational Church in the brothers’
hometown of Holyoke, Mass.

Not until Easter Sunday the year after it was written did Victory March
first “Send a volley cheer on high,” and “Shake down the thunder from
the sky” at Notre Dame. It was performed at athletic events a decade
later. In 1928, then-band director Joseph Casasanta arranged the song to
sound as we know it today.

Now the most recognizable collegiate fight song in the country, Victory
March was ranked number-one by former Northern lllinois University
professor William Studwell in his book College Fight Songs: An Annotated
Anthology in which he ranks his top 25.

Although his personal favorite is Michigan’s The Victors, Studwell
concedes “What tho’ the odds be great or small. Old Notre Dame will win
over all.” He said Victory March is “more borrowed, more famous and,
frankly, you just hear it more. Anybody who says that Notre Dame’s isn’t
one of the top five songs is out of his gourd. That’s like saying Shakespeare
didn’t know how to write.”

The tune has, in fact, been borrowed by many American high school
teams, a handful of Canadian schools and by the Australian Rules
Football team Sydney Swans. In 2003, the Celtic punk band Dropkick
Murphys released an instrumental version of Victory March, called Victory.

Earlier this year, hundreds of thousands of people witnessed another
centennial tribute in the Shea brothers’ hometown. The Holyoke St.

1908 - 2008
VICTORY MARCH

NOTRE DAME.

Patrick’s Parade attracted a record 600,000
roadside spectators and more than one
million television viewers who watched
“While her loyal sons are marching...”
several area bands perform the Notre Dame
Victory March.

Incidentally, a float honoring the Shea
brothers won first place, and the “Here
Come the Irish” banner from Notre Dame’s
Zahm Hall was prominently displayed along
the parade route.

All over the world, audiences love Victory
March. On its tour of China in May, the Notre
Dame Concert Band played the song to
conclude each of its shows, and thousands
of Chinese concert-goers spontaneously stood and clapped along every
time. Afterward, a few audience members said they already knew the
song, but most indicated they simply found it so exciting that they were
unable to remain seated.

The significance of Victory March’s 100th year will be announced at
each of the band’s pre-game and half-time performances all season, and
each band member will wear a commemorative patch and pin. In
addition, the band has produced a celebratory book and CD.

The hardcover book 100 Years of the Notre Dame Victory March: A
Centennial Celebration of the Band of the Fighting Irish Performing the
Greatest of All University Fight Songs is a collection of images that
features memorable band formations, scenes from the tradition-filled
concert on the steps and game day portraits, all of which enjoyed Victory
March as their soundtrack.

100 Years: The Notre Dame Victory March, 1908-2008 is a classic
collection of recordings, including the traditional version performed at
every home football game, as well as the rendition played by the
Concert Band to conclude every program on campus and in tours
around the world. The CD also features the original 1908 version
performed on the organ along with historic recordings of bands
under the direction of Casasanta, H. Lee Hope, Robert O'Brien, Luther
Snavely and Dye.

Both items are available on the band’s website www.ndband.com.

“Although we perform Victory March dozens of times per game, it still
rings true to the Irish faithful,” Dye said. “The lyrical counter-melodies,
well-crafted bass lines and wonderful melody have stood the test of time.”

And forever will spur the Irish “Onward to victory.”
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By Will Loftus, Piccolo
Ellicott City, Maryland
Class of 2009

his weekend, the Band of the Fighting Irish, with band alumni,

celebrates the 100th year of the Notre Dame Victory March.

Marching alongside hundreds of alumni while playing the
greatest and most famous fight song in the country brings to mind
the importance of tradition and family. The Victory March embodies
the fighting spirit of the University and represents the utmost
tradition of the band. As band members, we are blessed with the
opportunity to proudly (and loudly) carry on the tradition of the
Victory March.

The Victory March is what unites the band across decades—our
halftime shows, uniforms, and even marching style may have
changed, but the Victory March remains one of the most easily
recognized symbols of Our Lady’s University.

As returning band alumni illustrate, the Band of the Fighting Irish is
family. | have met many of my closest friends through band, especially
the piccolo section. Many of my most memorable moments as a Notre
Dame student have been with the band. As a senior, | am marching my
final season, but the experiences I've had and the friendships I've
formed will last many years beyond graduation.

Most seniors have begun to appreciate the opportunity to represent
Notre Dame as a member of the band as our time on the field comes
to a close. However, | learned to appreciate this fleeting blessing at a
much earlier stage. As a freshman in 2005, | was cut from the
competitive piccolo section. | went on to have an unforgettable
season in the student section—but every time the band marched
through the tunnel, | could only think of my intense desire to be on
the field with them, even if for only one game.

After a year of practicing marching, hike-stepping, trotting,
memorizing how to play school songs, and praying, | auditioned
again with renewed determination and realized a dream. However, it
would have been a much greater challenge without the assistance of
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alumni from the classes of 2006 and 2007 and the fighting spirit of
the Notre Dame Victory March. The past three years, | have savored
every Friday marchout, every trot through the tunnel, and every
moment on the field, as | know what it is like to be on the other side
of the quad, the other side of the brick wall, willing to give anything to
be a member of the Band of the Fighting Irish.

As each game comes to a close and we play “Notre Dame, Our
Mother,” | stand on the field, teary-eyed as the entire student body
sings in unison, “...love thee, Notre Dame!” Looking up at the
student section, | am reminded of how blessed | am to have spent a
season there, three seasons in the Band of the Fighting Irish, and four
years as a student at Notre Dame. Although the time, place, and
situation may change, the greatest of all university fight songs is
always there to lead us loyal sons and daughters of Notre Dame
marching onward to victory.
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OLYMPIC SPORTS SCHEDULE

Men'’s Soccer

DATE DAY  OPPONENT SITE TIME/RESULT
8/20 Wed. a(tNﬁv)v Mexico Albuquerque, NM W, 2-1 (20T)
exh.
8/25 Mon. lllinois-Chicago Notre Dame, IN T,0-0
(exh.)
Adidas/IU Credit Union Classic
8/29 Fri.  vs. Akron Bloomington, IN L, 3-0
8/31 Sun. vs. Duke Bloomington, IN W, 4-1
Mike Berticelli Memorial Tournament
9/5 Fri. Dartmouth Notre Dame, IN W, 2-1
9/7 Sun. USF Notre Dame, IN W, 5-0
9/11 Thurs.Marquette* Notre Dame, IN W, 4-1
9/19 Fri.  St. John’s Notre Dame, IN T, 0-0 (20T)
9/21 Sun. Syracuse* Notre Dame, IN W, 3-0
9/26 Fri.  atCincinnati*  Cincinnati, Ohio W, 3-0
9/28 Sun. at Louisville*  Louisville, KY L, 2-1
10/1 Wed. at Michigan ~ Ann Arbor, M| 7:00 p.m.
10/5 Sun. Georgetown  Notre Dame, IN 1:00 p.m.
10/8 Wed. Michigan State Notre Dame, IN 7:00 p.m.
10/11 Sat.  Pittsburgh* Notre Dame, IN 7:00 p.m.
10/16 Thurs.at Indiana Bloomington, IN 7:30 p.m.
10/19 Sun. Providence*  Notre Dame, IN 1:00 p.m.
10/22 Wed. at Seton Hall*  South Orange, NJ  7:00 p.m.
10/25 Sat.  at Connecticut* Storrs, CT 7:00 p.m.
11/01 Sat.  at West Virginia*Morgantown, WV 7:00 p.m.
BIG EAST Championship
11/5 Wed. BIG EAST First Round Campus Site  TBA
11/8 Sat. BIG EAST Quarterfinals ~ Campus Site  TBA
11/14Fri.  BIG EAST Semifinals Tampa, FL TBA
11/16 Sun. BIG EAST Championship  Tampa, FL TBA
NCAA Championship
11/21Fri.  NCAA First Round Campus Sites  TBA
11/22 Sat. NCAA First Round Campus Sites  TBA
11/26 Wed. NCAA Second Round Campus Sites  TBA
11/29 Sat. NCAA Third Round Campus Sites  TBA
11/30 Sun. NCAA Third Round Campus Sites  TBA
12/5 Fri.  NCAA Quarterfinals Campus Sites  TBA
12/6 Sat. NCAA Quarterfinals Campus Sites  TBA
12/7 Sun. NCAA Quarterfinals Campus Sites  TBA
12/12Fri.  NCAA Semifinals Frisco, TX TBA
12/14 Sun. NCAA Championship Frisco, TX TBA

Women'’s Soccer

DATE DAY  OPPONENT SITE

8/12 Tues. Memphis l\éotre Dame, IN

8/16 Sat. vs. Virginia Traverse City, MI
(exh.)

8/22 Fri.  Michigan Notre Dame, IN

Adidas Classic

8/29 Fri.  Loyola Marymount Notre Dame, IN

8/31 Sun. Santa Clara Notre Dame, IN

Carolina Classic

9/5

97

9/12
9/19
9/21
9/26
9/28
10/3
10/5

Fri.

Sun.

Fri.
Fri.

Sun.

Fri.

Sun.

Fri.

Sun.

10/10 Fri.

at North Carolina Chapel Hill, NC

vs. Duke Chapel Hill, NC
SMU Notre Dame, IN

at DePaul* Chicago, IL

at Penn State  University Park, PA
Louisville* Notre Dame, IN

at Cincinnati*  Cincinnati, OH
South Florida* Notre Dame, IN
Marquette* Notre Dame, IN

at Georgetown* Washington, D.C.

TIME/RESULT

W, 3-1
L, 2-1

W, 7-0

W, 4-0
W, 2-0

W, 1-0
W, 3-1
W, 5-0
W, 1-0
W, 3-1
W, 4-1
W, 6-0
7:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

10/12 Sun. at Villanova*  Villanova, PA 1:00 p.m.
10/17 Fri.  at Providence* Providence RI 3:00 p.m.
10/19 Sun. at Connecticut* Storrs, CT 1:00 p.m.
10/24 Fri.  Rutgers* Notre Dame, IN 7:30 p.m.
10/26 Sun. Seton Hall* Notre Dame, IN 1:00 p.m.

BIG EAST Championship

10/30 Thurs.BIG EAST First Round Campus Sites  TBA

11/2 Sun. BIG EAST Quarterfinals ~ Campus Sites TBA
11/7 Fri.  BIG EAST Semifinals Notre Dame, IN TBA
11/9 Sun. BIG EAST Final Notre Dame, IN TBA
NCAA Championship
11/14Fri.  NCAA First Round Campus Sites  TBA
11/16 Sun.  NCAA Second Round Campus Sites TBA
11/21Fri.  NCAA Third Round Campus Sites  TBA
11/28Fri.  NCAA Quarterfinals Campus Sites  TBA
12/5 Fri.  NCAA Semifinals Cary, NC TBA
12/7 Sun. NCAA Finals Cary, NC TBA
Volleyball
DATE DAY  OPPONENT SITE TIME/RESULT
Shamrock Invitational
8/29 Fri. IPFW Notre Dame, IN W, 3-0
8/30 Sat. Nevada Notre Dame, IN W, 3-1
8/31 Sun. Valparaiso Notre Dame, IN L, 1-3
Idaho Volleyball Classic
9/5 Fri. vs.E.Wash.  Moscow, ID L, 1-3
9/6 Sat. atldaho Moscow, ID W, 3-0
vs. Washington State  Moscow, ID L, 0-3
Diet Coke Classic
9/12 Fri.  vs. Cal Poly Minneapolis, MN L, 1-3
9/13 Sat. vs. California  Minneapolis, MN L, 2-3
9/14 Sun. at Minnesota  Minneapolis, MN L, 0-3
Golden Dome Invitational
9/19 Fri.  Liberty Notre Dame, IN W, 3-0
9/20 Sat. UC Irvine Notre Dame, IN W, 3-0
9/21 Sun. Western MichiganNotre Dame, IN L, 2-3
9/26 Fri. at USF* Tampa, FL W, 3-1
9/28 Sun. at Georgetown™ Washington, D.C. W, 3-0
10/4 Sat. at Louisville*  Louisville, KY 2:00 p.m.
10/5 Sun. at Cincinnati*  Cincinnati, Ohio 2:00 p.m.
10/11 Sat.  West Virginia* Notre Dame, IN 2:00 p.m.
10/12 Sun. Pittsburgh*  Notre Dame, IN 2:00 p.m.
10/17 Fri.  at DePaul* Chicago, IL 6:30 p.m.
10/21 Tues. atLong Beach St.Long Beach, CA 4:00 p.m.
10/25 Sat.  at Villanova*  Villanova, PA 2:00 p.m.
10/26 Sun. at Seton Hall*  South Orange, NJ  2:00 p.m.
11/1 Sat. Syracuse* Notre Dame, IN 10:00 a.m.
11/2 Sun. Marquette* Notre Dame, IN 2:00 p.m.
11/9 Sun. at Rutgers* Piscataway, NJ 2:00 p.m.
11/14 Fri.  St. John's* Notre Dame, IN 7:00 p.m.
11/16 Sun. Connecticut*  Notre Dame, IN 2:00 p.m.
BIG EAST Championship
11/21Fri.  BIG EAST First Round Pittsburgh, PA TBA
11/22 Sat.  BIG EAST Semifinal  Pittsburgh, PA TBA
11/23 Sun. BIG EAST Final Pittsburgh, PA TBA

11/28 Fri.  Xavier Notre Dame, IN 7:00 p.m.
NCAA Championship

12/4 Thurs.NCAA First Round Campus Sites  TBA
12/5 Fri.  NCAAFirst/Second Rounds  Campus Sites TBA
12/6 Sat. NCAA Second Round Campus Sites  TBA
12/11 Thurs.NCAA Regionals Campus Sites TBA
12/12Fri.  NCAA Regionals Campus Sites  TBA
12/13Sat. NCAA Regionals Campus Sites  TBA
12/18 Thurs.NCAA Semifinal Omaha, NE TBA
12/19Fri.  NCAA Semifinal Omaha, NE TBA
12/20 Sat. NCAA Final Omaha, NE TBA

Cross Country

DATE DAY  MEET SITE TIME/RESULT
9/5 Fri. Crusader Open Valparaiso, IN Men (2 of 5)
Women (1 of 6)
9/19 Fri. Nat. Cath. Invit. Notre Dame, IN Men (2 of 33)
Women (1 of 35)
10/3 Fri. Notre Dame Invit. Notre Dame, IN 2:00 p.m.
10/18 Sat. Pre-NCAA Meet Terre Haute, IN TBA
10/31Fri. BIG EAST Champ. New York, NY TBA
11/15 Sat. NCAA Reg. Champ. West Lafayette, IN TBA
11/24 Mon.NCAA Champ.  Terre Haute, IN TBA
Men’s Golf
DATE DAY  OPPONENT SITE TIME/RESULT
9/8-9 Mon.-Tues. USF Olympic Club Intercollegiate
Daly City, CA 10 of 15
9/12-13 Fri.-Sat. Rutgers Invitational
Piscataway, NJ All Day
9/21-22 Sun.-Mon.  John Dallio Memorial
Chicago, IL All Day
9/28-30 Sun.-Tues. Saint Mary’s (Calif.) Invitational
Pebble Beach, CA All Day
10/5-7 Sun.-Tues. Fighting Irish Gridiron Golf Classic
Notre Dame, IN All Day
10/12-14  Sun.-Tues. Prestige at PGA West
La Quinta, CA All Day
10/27-28  Mon.-Tues. UNCG Bridgestone Collegiate
Greenshoro, NC All Day
Women'’s Golf
DATE DAY  OPPONENT  SITE TIME/RESULT
9/14-16 Sun.-Tues. Cougar Classic
Charleston, SC 30f12
9/20-21 Sat.-Sun.  Mary Fossum Invitational
East Lansing, MI 3o0f12
9/29-30 Mon.-Tues. Heather Farr/ U of C Memorial
Boulder, CO All Day
10/18-19 Sat.-Sun. Lady Northern
West Lafayette, IN All Day
10/24-25 Fri.-Sat. The Landfall Tradition
Wilmington, NC All Day
Hockey
DATE DAY OPPONENT SITE TIME/RESULT
10/11 Sat. Denver Denver, CO TBA
10/17 Fri. Sacred Heart ~ Notre Dame, IN 7:35p.m.
10/18 Sat. Sacred Heart ~ Notre Dame, IN 7:05 p.m.
10/24 Fri. Miami Notre Dame, IN 7:35 p.m.
10/25 Sat. Miami Notre Dame, IN 7:05 p.m.
10/31 Fri.  Northern Michigan Marquette, M| 7:35p.m.
11/1 Sat. Northern Michigan Marquette, MI 7:35p.m.
11/7 Fri. Boston College Boston, MA TBA
11/8 Sat. Providence Providence, RI TBA
11/14 Fri. Lake Superior St. Notre Dame, IN 7:35p.m.
11/15 Sat. Lake Superior St. Notre Dame, IN 7:05 p.m.
11/21 Fri. Bowling Green St. Notre Dame, IN 7:35p.m.
11/22 Sat. Bowling Green St.Bowling Green, OH  7:05 p.m.
11/28 Fri. Western Michigan Notre Dame, IN 7:35 p.m.
11/29 Sat. Western Michigan Notre Dame, IN 7:05 p.m.
12/5 Fri. Ferris State Big Rapids, MI 7:05 p.m.
12/6 Sat. Ferris State Big Rapids, MI 7:05 p.m.
12/12 Fri. Bowling Green St.Bowling Green, OH  7:05 p.m.
12/13 Sat. Bowling Green St.Notre Dame, IN 7:05 p.m.
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Welcome Football Fans!

The Notre Dame Alumni Association welcomes
you to our campus! Are you a Notre Dame
graduate or friend? Stay connected with
Domers—and the University—through your
local ND club. And remember: ND club
membership isn’t just for alumni. Parents of
current students and friends of the University
also can participate in ND club activities. Find
your local club at alumni.nd.edu/clublocator.

Alumni Association Honors

Outstanding Alumnu
Lt. Gen. Henry A. “Trey”
Obering 11 '73, will be
recognized during halftime
of today’s game with the
Rev. William Corby, C.S.C,,
Award for his distinguished
military service. Obering is
the director of the Missile
Defense Agency (MDA),
Office of the Secretary of
Defense in Washington, D.C.
In this role, he serves as the
acquisition executive for all
ballistic missile defense
systems and programs.

In more than 30 years of Air Force service,
Obering has established himself as an effective
leader in engineering operations. In addition to
earning distinguished graduate status from
the Squadron Officer School, Air Command
and Staff College, and Industrial College of
Armed Forces, he received his master’s
degree in astronautical engineering from
Stanford University in 1980. Later, he worked
extensively with the Space Shuttle program,
participating in 15 space shuttle launches as
a NASA orbiter project engineer, and was
responsible for integrating firing room launch
operations.

Obering has been awarded with the
Defense Superior Service Medal, the Legion
of Merit with oak leaf cluster, the Meritorious
Service Medal with three oak leaf clusters, the
Air Force Commendation Medal, and the Air
Force Achievement Medal. He will retire from
the Air Force in Jan. 2009.

In response to receiving this award, Obering

offers these words of thanks:
[t is truly an honor to receive this prestigious
Reverend William Corby Award from the Alumni
Association. | want to thank the University and
especially Dr. Anthony Hyder who nominated me. |
accept this award on behalf of all those brave men
and women in the military serving our great nation
here and abroad. It is only through their tremendous
service, sacrifice, and dedication that we remain a
free and prosperous people today.

This award is especially touching because of the
high regard | have for the University. Service, sacrifice,
and dedication form the core values
of Notre Dame. In all aspects of my
career, Notre Dame has been with
me in spirit and | have relied on that
™ inspiration. I'm sure Father Corby
» felt this way as well in setting his
example for us all through his work
and ministry.

Finally, | would like to recognize
the military families who so
strongly support those in uniform
including my wonderful family and
especially my wife Anne. They also
sacrifice and serve. God bless you
all and go Irish!

Lend a Hand to Haiti
The Hands & Hope for Haiti clothing drive will
take place on campus from Oct. 4 until the ND-
Pittsburgh football game (Nov. 1). From campus,
e meee  donated clothing will be
4 transported to Ohio
where it will be loaded
onto a C130 cargo jet for
delivery by the U.S.
Air Force.

The type of clothing
that is needed is good
quality spring and
summer clothing, as
well as very gently used
footwear. (Please note:
winter clothing, as well
as clothing in extra large sizes, will not
be usable to the people of Haiti; therefore
we ask that these be excluded from
your contributions.)

From Oct. 4 to Nov. 1, there will be drop-off
locations at the Eck Visitors Center and the
NDAA hospitality booth in the Joyce Center
Arena on home football Saturdays. For more
details, or if you have specific questions, contact
Katie Zakas, NDAA director of service, at 574-
631-6723, or by e-mail at kzakas@nd.edu.

We Are ND
No one can tell
the stories of
Notre Dame
better than
those who
lived, prayed,
and learned
here. We Are
ND: the story
of Notre Dame
as told by her alumni lets you experience Notre
Dame through the memories and personal
photos of the people who know the University
best—its alumni. Buy your copy online at
weareNDBook.com or pick one up today at the
Hammes Notre Dame Bookstore.

Alumni Study Abroad in Chile
Notre Dame travel
enthusiasts can
explore the thriving
city of Santiago,
Chile from March
27-April 4, 2009.
Join ND Alumni
Travel for a journey to this modern metropolis
where high-rise architecture lines the city
streets and the scenic skies surround the
historic wine country.

Travelers will experience the conservative
Catholic traditions of this land, as well as the
cultural vibrancy of the neighborhoods. The
trip also will examine the role of the Catholic
Church in Latin America.

This trip, exclusive to Notre Dame, is an
alumni study abroad program, which will be
hosted by Rev. Robert Pelton, C.S.C.,
concurrent professor of Theology and director
emeritus of the Institute for Pastoral and Social
Ministry. For more information or to make a
reservation, visit alumni.nd.edu/travel.
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BLACK STUDENT-ATHLETES
AT NOTRE DAME

by Pete LaFleur

The 2008 football season will kick off Notre Dame’s yearlong program entitled—
—that will recognize the historical contributions of black student-athletes at the University.

Student-Athletes at Notre Dame”

TRAILBLAZERS

“Celebrating Over 60 Years of Success by Black

The Athletic Department, in conjunction with the Monogram Club, will sponsor a series of events throughout 2008-09 athletic
calendar, culminating with a weekend celebration that coincides with the April 18, 2009, Blue-Gold spring football game at Notre
Dame. The more than 400 black Notre Dame monogram winners all will be invited back for the events that weekend.

A commemorative logo has been created to recognize the celebration, a commemorative video is in production, signage will be
visible around Notre Dame athletics facilities—and there will be various interviews and feature stories throughout the year in Notre
Dame athletics publications and on www.und.com. This article is part four of a six-part series.

any student-athletes who perform as stars on their college teams often devel-

op a sense of entitlement, feeling as if they are owed something for their

years of service on the athletic fields of battle. Others, upon reflection, look
at that concept of service and take it to another level. They move on to their postgrad-
uate years with a sense of indebtedness, eagerly looking for ways to give back to those
who helped shape their lives, looking for ways to help those who are less fortunate,
and some even looking for ways to serve their country in military assignments.

The history of Notre Dame athletics is brimming with these types of individ-
uals, many of whom were dedicated to service work during their undergraduate
years and many more who were driven to “give back” during their post-ND years.
As we continue the celebration recognizing the accomplishments and contribu-
tions of black student-athletes at Notre Dame, there emerges an impressive
group of individuals who have made a lasting impact through their charitable and
community-service endeavors.

(Note that the former Notre Dame student-athletes mentioned below are but a sam-
pling of the university’s many black alumni who have made meaningful impacts on their
communities, after their college athletic careers had come to a close. Some of these indi-
viduals will be highlighted in the final two football game-program articles, which also will
feature a tribute of current African-American student-athletes at Notre Dame.)

\ ...\

Chris ecame
one of the youngest
inductees ever into
the College Footbal
Hall of Fame when
he was honored in

2007. ‘

The Notre Dame Alumni Association in recent years has honored several
black alums who followed up their standout student-athlete careers with note-
worthy postgraduate achievements. Those honored with the Harvey Foster
Award—which recognizes distinguished civic activity—have included former
track star Bill Hurd, football players Chris Zorich, Aaron Taylor and Bryant Young,
and basketball player LaPhonso Ellis. Another former Irish football player, Darrell
“Flash” Gordon, has received the Alumni Association’s William Reynolds Awards
(for “exceptional work with youth for the betterment of quality of life”) while three
black student-athlete alums have received the prestigious Sorin Award for distin-
guished service to the University: football players Alan Page and Dave Duerson,
and basketball’s Tommy Hawkins.

Eight current or former members of the Monogram Club board—baseball
alums Dave Clark, Bob “Buster” Lopes and Randall Brooks, basketball’s Stan
Wilcox, football players Chris Smith and the above-mentioned Gordon, soccer’s
Marvin Lett, and track standout Errol Williams—currently are serving on the com-
mittee that is coordinating the reunion celebration for Notre Dame black student-
athletes (to be held in the spring of ‘09, during the Blue-Gold football weekend).

Three of the individuals previously mentioned—Duerson (also a former
Monogram Club board member), Zorich and Hurd—have received the Monogram
Club's Moose Krause Award (recognizing distinguished service), as has former
football standout Jerome Bettis.

Former football player Reggie Brooks recently joined the Monogram Club’s full-
time staff, as manager for monogram/football alumni relations. Brooks—who pre-
viously had worked in the University’s Office of Information Technology—is one of
several black alums who have returned to work at Notre Dame, in the years follow-
ing their athletic careers. Zorich also recently returned to Notre Dame and works as
a manager of student-athlete welfare and development, alongside former Irish bas-
ketball player Harold Swanagan. Niele Ivey, the star point guard on Notre Dame’s
2001 NCAA championship women'’s basketball team, is set to embark on her sec-
ond season as an assistant coach at her alma mater while Allen Greene (a switch-
hitting outfielder with the Irish baseball team in the late-"90s) currently works in
Notre Dame’s athletics development office, after spending several years in the
department’s compliance operation. Fourth-year foothall assistant coach Mike
Haywood helps guide a Notre Dame football program that he played for in the mid-
'80s, while fellow football alum LaShane Saddler currently is an admissions office
counselor at Notre Dame.

On the professional level, Duerson and Bettis represent two of the four Notre
Dame alums who have been named the National Football League’s Man of the
Year, which recognizes excellence in community service (Zorich, who graduated
from Notre Dame’s Law School in 2002, twice was a finalist for that award). And
on the U.S. military level, former Notre Dame basketball player Danielle Green
was presented with the Purple Heart after losing her left hand during Army duty
in Iraq.




ZORICH now has seen his life come full-circle twice in the past two decades:
first, when his widespread charity helped the poor and hungry in the gritty south-
side Chicago area where he lived as a youth; and now at Notre Dame, where he has
been given the opportunity to help advise and encourage student-athletes at his
alma mater.

“Before coming to Notre Dame, | always had been on the receiving end of social
services. | never got to start giving back until after college,” says Zorich, whose sin-
gle-mother Zora tried to eek out a life for her son on $250 a month from public aid.

“After graduation, | had the chance to help people in Chicago who were facing
situations similar to those that | faced as a child. And now, I'm very excited for the
chance to be at the place where | learned so much, and where | grew so much as
an individual and as a man.”

The 39-year-old Zorich—who earlier this year became one of the youngest
inductees ever into the College Football Hall of Fame—gained some samplings of
community service work during his undergraduate years at Notre Dame. Football
team projects such as Habitat for Humanity helped to get his “service juices going”
when he was still in his young 20s.

But it was the tragic death of his mother that sparked Zorich's zeal for helping
others, showing the same ferocious determination for community service as that
which characterized his days as a nose tackle for the gold and blue.

Zorich had capped his college career on New Years Day of 1991 with an MVP
performance in the Orange Bowl versus Colorado. One day later, he returned home
to the sobering discovery that his mother had died in their home of a heart attack.

Three months later—after being selected in the second round of the NFL draft
by his hometown Chicago Bears—Zorich suddenly had some cash to spare, by
virtue of a hefty signing bonus. Earlier in the fall of 1990, he had become excited
with the prospect of being able to buy his mother a nice house and move her to bet-
ter neighborhood. But, suddenly, that no longer was an option.

Zora Zorich’s son then made a heartfelt decision, one that honored his mother
while at the same time immediately giving back to the school that had done so
much for him. The two-time All-American became the first former student-athlete
ever to establish a scholarship foundation at Notre Dame. That gift—an annual
allotment of $20,000 that fittingly is entitled the Zora Zorich Scholarship—set the
ball in motion, as many other student-athlete alums have followed suit in creating
a collection of scholarships at Notre Dame that has produced several million dollars
in combined donations spanning the past 17 years.

Two years after his mother’s death, the loving son established the Chris Zorich
Foundation and proceeded to introduce several service programs in the Chicago
area. Most notably, the Care to Share family program is estimated to have helped
some 150,000 families since its inception in the mid-"90s. The program has provid-
ed: delivery of Thanksgiving turkeys; Mother’s Day deliveries of flowers and cos-
metics to women’s shelters; Holiday gift programs (with sponsor matching pro-
grams) for disadvantaged families and youth; and numerous other activities for
youth, such as attending the ballet, unique and new restaurants, and of course
Bears games.

“When things were bad and we didn’t have anything, my mom always was there
for me,” says Zorich, who joins Alan Page and Ross Browner as Notre Dame defen-
sive linemen who are in the College Football Hall of Fame. “I wanted to give others
that same feeling and let them know there is hope. | felt | was put on this earth to
help people, not just play football.”

Zorich—who was presented the 1990 Lombardi Award (as college football’s top
lineman that season) and was named to the Walter Camp Team of the Century—
also has served as a popular motivational speaker and has moderated town hall
meetings focusing on topics such as race and gender issues, the influence of sports
on society, and the effect of drugs on America’s youth. While attending law school,
he served clients at the Notre Dame Legal Aid Clinic that provides free legal
resources to the needy. His four years as a lawyer at Chicago’s Schuyler Roche, P.C.,
included serving as the firm’s community outreach consultant (in addition to his
legal focus on business and estate management).

The NFL Players Association has recognized Zorich with its Byron “Whizzer”
White Community Service Award and he similarly was a recipient of USA Today’s
“Most Caring Athlete” citation, in addition to receiving Humanitarian Awards from
both the Jesse Owens Foundation and the Muhammad Ali Commission.

Most recently, Zorich was asked to serve on the Knight Commission, the NCAA
watchdog group co-founded by Notre Dame president emeritus, Rev. Theodore
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Hesburgh, C.S.C. “I actually had talked to Father Hesburgh about the Knight
Commission back when | was a player at Notre Dame and | loved having discus-
sions with him about what was important in college athletics,” says Zorich. “l would
keep tabs in recruiting and eligibility issues over the past few years, and | often
would forward copies of articles about those subjects to friends and former team-
mates. It's a great honor to serve on the Knight Commission, because of what it
stands for and the purpose it serves.”

The Notre Dame athletics department in 1998 established the Chris Zorich
Award, as a way to honor a handful of student-athletes for their community service
excellence. Now, as a full-time member of the department, Zorich will have the
chance to select the recipients of
the honor that bears his name.

“Looking back to my days as
a player here, it was such a hard
time when my mother passed
away but | had so much support
here. | never expected such an
outpouring of love from the
Notre Dame family and it made it
easier to accept my mother’s
death,” says Zorich, whose
career goals include one day
leading his own department as a
college director of athletics.

“Notre Dame is one big fami-
ly and you should treat folks here
like they are part of your family. |
came back to work at Notre
Dame because we do things right
here and | wanted to learn that
culture. | wanted to identify with
what was important at a place as
special as Notre Dame.”

GREEN has a similar backsto-
ry to Zorich, after being raised on
the south side of Chicago by her
grandmother Evelyn Hackett, who
made ends meet living on wel-
fare. Driven by her goal to play
basketball at Notre Dame, Green
opted to attend Roosevelt High School despite a 4:45 a.m. daily wakeup and three-
hour roundtrip voyage (via two trains and a bus) to that northside school, which had
a solid academic program and one of the city’s top computer science programs.

In addition to playing four sports at Roosevelt, Green also served as sports edi-
tor for the school paper and was student council treasurer. She developed into a
prep All-American on the hardwood and fulfilled her dream by receiving a scholar-
ship to Notre Dame, becoming Roosevelt's first women’s basketball player ever to
receive a Division | scholarship.

Green went on to total 1,106 career points while helping elevate the Irish
women’s program to a spot among the national elite. Despite her 5-8 frame, Green
was known as a defensive stopper, tough rebounder and quick slasher driving to
the basket. She regularly posted “double-doubles” from her guard/forward position
and was the team’s third-leading scorer in each of her final two seasons before
graduating in 1999 with a degree in psychology and then enrolling in graduate
courses during 1999-2000, due to a fifth year of eligibility.

During both her high school and college careers, Green had to overcome major
knee injuries (including one that wiped out her entire second season with the Irish,
the historic Final Four campaign of 1996-97). Those setbacks, coupled with her dif-
ficult childhood, insulated Green with a sense of resiliency and a bountiful supply of
coping skills—all of which ultimately helped prepare her for the biggest challenge
of her life, four years removed from her days at Notre Dame.

After teaching and coaching at her hometown Washington High School, Green
opted to enlist in the United States Army. A military career always had been an
option for Green, who rose to the rank of lieutenant colonel with the Junior R.0.T.C.
at Roosevelt High School.
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“When | was playing basketball at Notre Dame, | couldn’t continue with R.0.T.C.,
but military service was something | kept in my heart,” says Green. “It was some-
thing | wanted to do, but | didn’t know when it would come. When it came time to
make the decision, | didn’t want to look back on my life and think ‘what-if?" | knew
this would be a way to help people while doing something | enjoy.”

Green trained for one year at Fort Lewis (near Seattle) before being deployed to
Iraq with the 571st Military Police Company, early in 2004. While on furlough three
months later, she married Willie Byrd back in the states, before returning to an
increasingly turbulent scene in Baghdad. Roughly seven weeks after her wedding,
Green found herself stationed with her unit only a few blocks from where the
Saddam Hussein statue had toppled to the ground (in April of '03). The team leader
was preparing to advance to the roof of the two-story Sadoon Police Station, but
Green insisted on taking that position and headed up the stairs.

With 110-degree heat blazing down on that late-May day, Green was stationed
on the roof behind a stack of sandbags when a series of rocket-propelled grenades
exploded around her. One of the projectiles ripped through her left arm, severing the
limb below the elbow. Green also suffered shrapnel damage to her left leg and a dis-
located shoulder blade.

“| told God that | was only 27 and still had so many things to live for,” Green
later would recall, when looking back to those initial moments of extreme pain and
shock. “I was determined to live on and tell my story.”

Green—the second U.S. woman ever to lose a limb during war—underwent
surgery in Baghdad’s green zone and awoke to see members of her unit in tears and
half of her left arm now gone. A fellow soldier then returned Green’s engagement
band and wedding ring to her wounded colleague, who later would hear the tale of
her comrades digging through seven inches of sand to retrieve the severed hand.

The ensuing transfer to Germany’s Landstuhl Regional Medical Center provided
Green with a well-timed Notre Dame moment, as she was greeted by longtime Notre
Dame women’s basketball fans Dave and Eileen Woods. The couple just so hap-
pened to be in Germany visiting their son Tim, an Air Force surgeon who was sta-
tioned in the area. That unexpected pick-me-up helped calm Greene and was a pre-
cursor to the outpouring of Notre Dame family goodwill that soon would come
flooding her way.

Green—whose diverse basketball skills had included a smooth lefthanded
shot—spent parts of seven months at the Walter Reed Medical Center, where she
learned to use her prosthetic device and even started to write with her right hand.
She ultimately was medically retired from the Army on Dec. 7, 2004, and returned
home to Chicago.

In the middle of her stay at Walter Reed, Green made an emotional return to
Notre Dame to serve as the flag presenter prior to the ND-
Michigan football game, held on Sept. 11 at Notre Dame
Stadium. The emotional weekend included being honored at
the Friday-night pep rally, leaving Green overwhelmed “at
how supportive Notre Dame people are and how they stick
by people.”

Green recently received her masters degree in counsel-
ing from Chicago’s St. Xavier College and now is pursuing a
masters in education leadership at DePaul. She has been
working full-time as a city-wide coordinator in the sports
and administration department of the Chicago public
schools and hopes one day to be a sports psychologist,
knowing that her “perspective and experiences could prove
helpful to others.”

The player once known as “D-Smooth” remains active in
sports such as skiing and golf. She also enjoys teaching
youngest in the Chicago area about baskethall, sprinkled
with some life lessons.

“| have the chance now to encourage young girls with
big aspirations, just like me when | was a kid,” says Green,
who still readily displays the tenacious and courageous
sides of her personality. “I'm a role model and tell them if
there’s a dream what you want, don't let anybody stop you.”

GORDON has compiled an impressive career resume
that includes receiving three degrees from Notre Dame (eco-

law degree from Northern Kentucky in 1997, completing Notre Dame.

Darrell “Flash” Gordon was a member of
nomics and business as an undergraduate, then a masters of the 1988 national championship football
science administration as a fifth-year senior), followed by a team and earned three degrees from
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Harvard's program for strategic perspective in non-profit management, and most
recently receiving his CRFM (certificate in fundraising management) from the
Indiana University School of Philanthropy.

Beyond the academic realm, Gordon has interned on the New York Stock
Exchange (in the summer before his final football season), held a managerial posi-
tion with Advanced Drainage Systems (in southern Ohio), served as a professor of
sports law at Ball State, clerked with a prominent Cincinnati law firm, held a posi-
tion with the IMG sports management firm, and worked for the NCAA's membership
service group. One of his primary projects with the NCAA was developing the Stay
in Bounds sportsmanship and character program that was passed on to the NFL
and NBA professional leagues.

Gordon appears to have found his true calling over the past eight years, serving
as CEO of the Wernle Children’s Home in Richmond, Ind. A residential treatment and
behavioral healthcare agency, Wernle has grown into a multi-million-dollar, non-
profit operation that features nearly 150 staff members who assist upwards of 100
young residents (ages 6-21) on a 70-acre campus.

During his time at Wernle, Gordon has been praised for using his wide-ranging
experience and impressive list of contacts to think “outside the box” (as one Wernle
employee put it) and make key improvements to how the organization does busi-
ness. Such changes have included adopting a business-like management style that
is more strategic and proactive, while also encouraging a consistent and value-driv-
en staff that (in the words of their CEO) seeks “to do everything with integrity and
care” for the residents, each of whom is looking to recover from abuse, neglect,
mental illness or a conduct disorder.

“My primary goal is to see these young people finally develop hope in their
lives,” says Gordon, a recent recipient of the Exceptional Service Award from
Northern Kentucky's Chase Law School. “We have the program in place that will
allow these youth to have confidence and faith, with the newfound ability to take
care of themselves. | am driven by the passion to provide all the necessary ingredi-
ents that allow these kids to get better and improve their lives.”

Gordon—+known for his classic combination of size (6-3, 225), speed and intel-
ligent play—was a starting outside linebacker during his final season with the Irish,
when he joined Zorich and many other star players on a defense that helped the
Irish win the 1988 national championship. His dedicated leadership often was
praised by head coach Lou Holtz, who readily would have predicted at the time that
Gordon would develop into the quality motivational speaker that he is today.

Notre Dame’s family atmosphere played a key factor in Gordon’s decision to
head west from his hometown of Hillsdale, N.J., eager to become the first college
graduate in his family. During his five collegiate years, Gordon developed a core
group of values comprised in the acronym RICHER (Respect,
Integrity, Caring, Harmony, Excellence and Responsibility) that
clearly have carried over to his professional life.

“My time at Notre Dame showed me many key principles
that you need to succeed in life,” says Gordon, who joins his
wife Tonia as the proud parents of their daughter Justis and
son Darrell, Jr.. “The place opened me up to so many new
opportunities and truly was an invaluable leading experience.”

Three weeks ago, Gordon was back on campus for the
dual purpose of the Monogram Club board meeting (he will
serve on the board through 2010) and the 20-year reunion of
| Notre Dame’s 1988 championship team. It provided a perfect
chance to verify his thoughts on the school’s value to its stu-
dent-athlete population.

“When | look around at my teammates, | see a group of
what | like to call career winners,” says Gordon. “It says so
much for Notre Dame when you can look at these guys and
see how impressively they have transcended the game of foot-
ball and carved out wonderful lives for themselves, both pro-
fessionally and in their family situations.

“Athletes who come to Notre Dame are not focused solely
on a pro career, but on developing into quality individuals
through all aspects of their daily life. When you look at Notre
Dame graduates—athletes and non-athletes alike, which is
key—you encounter people who are leaders in their chosen
profession and actively involved in their communities. You see
winners in life and that's what makes Notre Dame a place like
no other.”
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Jace Hopper was chosen as one of
100 college interns to work for NBC
during the Beijing Olympics.

2008 FOOTBALL e

EXPERIENCE

by Amy Dixon

magine witnessing history virtually on a daily basis. Whether it was Michael

Phelps’ photo finish in the 100-meter butterfly, the United States world-

record setting upset of France in the men’s 4x100 relay, or the multiple
silver medal performances of the oldest Olympic swimmer, Dara Torres, there
are very few people who got a better view than Notre Dame men’s swimmer
Jace Hopper. In the 2008 Beijing Summer Olympics, nearly every race
resulted in another swimming world record.

During his summer internship with NBC, Hopper, a senior with a dual major
in information technology management and sociology, had the unique
opportunity of working closely behind the scenes of these landmark events.
Through his work, he provided Americans the opportunity to relive moments
of triumph, including the 21 world records that were set in the pool. Hopper
was one of 100 college interns selected by NBC to assist with the Olympic
Games.

During the internship, Hopper was assigned to the swimming
competitions, and during most of the swimming events, he worked behind
the scenes with the NBC production team. Hopper was responsible for
“logging” all the video that was broadcast on NBC during each telecast. Once
the video was filed on computer, Hopper reviewed the logs to choose video
footage used for replays, teasers, and other
Olympic promotions. Hopper had access at
his fingertips to replay reels that documented
each of swimming sensation Phelps’ eight
gold medals. Hopper noted that in the races
resulting in photo finishes, often he would
replay the video over and over to create
precise replays and capture the excitement of
the moment.

For Hopper, his work behind the scenes provided him with an indescribable
experience in the Olympic setting. As a result of NBC's desire to air live,
primetime coverage of event finals and semi-finals in the United States, the
races actually took place in the mornings in Beijing. The timing of the races
made for late nights and early mornings for the NBC production staff. Hopper
estimates that his longest day totaled 18 hours, but he recognizes that the
great experience was well worth the extra effort.

Hopper's designation as a member of the media provided him with
opportunities of which a sports enthusiast could only dream. When he wasn’t
working, Hopper took advantage of his media status, and was able to attend a
number of Olympic events. Considering that tickets for Olympic events were
sold out for the duration of the Games, the “infinity symbol” on his media
badge provided him with access to any event. Attending these events were
opportunities that he could have never dreamed of prior to the Games.

Hopper had the good fortune to view firsthand two of what he considers
Phelps’ greatest performances. He was in good company as he watched
Phelps swim for one of his eight gold medals from just a few rows behind
Phelps’ mother and next to American swimming great, Lenny Krayzelburg.
His position with NBC earned him a front row seat as the U. S. men’s
basketball team defeated Australia in the quarterfinals.

Despite his full work schedule and attending the other Olympic events,
Hopper and the other nine interns from Notre Dame found time to
immerse themselves in the Chinese culture. They were able to visit
Chinese landmarks including Tienneman Square, the Forbidden City and
the Great Wall, in addition to the state-of-the-art Olympic venues. Hopper
was in awe of the spectacle that the Chinese created surrounding the
Olympics and the architecture that characterized both the historic sites and
modern Olympic venues. He characterizes the architecture as “incredible.”
That is quite a compliment from the Las Vegas, Nev. native, who is very
familiar with remarkable buildings.

Hopper was equally amazed by the differences between the Chinese and
American cultures. Admittedly, he knew very little of the Mandarin
language, the official language of China. Despite the cultural differences,
the genuineness of the Chinese people, their pride and the pure excitement
they displayed as hosts of the Games was evident. “The culture was
extremely interesting and entirely different than | expected,” Hopper says.

His experience as an Olympic insider and the opportunity to experience the
Chinese culture made for an unforgettable summer internship. Hopper, who
attended the 1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta, vows that he will never
attend the Olympics again unless he has the distinction as a member of the
media. His association with NBC not only provided him with wonderful
professional experience, but also gave him total access to events he could
never have attended.

“It was a great experience and | am glad | was able to do it.” Hopper says.
“They did a really good job of accommodating people and they were so
excited to have us there. It was unbelievable. “
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