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The Notre Dame family lost a legendary figure on May 2,
as the University's former executive vice president Rev.
Edmund P. "Ned" Joyce, C.S.C., died at Holy Cross House
on campus. He was 87. 

The death of Father Joyce - who had been a central figure
in Notre Dame's athletic success for nearly four decades -
came at a time when the athletic department already was in
mourning for former athletic director Mike Wadsworth,
who had passed away four days earlier at the Mayo Clinic
in Rochester, Minn. (see sidebar). 

Father Joyce, whose namesake is Notre Dame's primary
athletic facility, the Joyce Center, retired in 1987 after serv-
ing 35 years as chief financial officer during the presidency
of Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, C.S.C. The two priests took
a long vacation immediately after their retirements, and
Father Hesburgh wrote about their friendship in his 1992
book "Travels with Ted & Ned." 

"Father Joyce was my right-hand man for the entire 35
years," Father Hesburgh wrote. "It would be impossible to
recount all the great things he did as executive vice president.
Without him, both the University and I would have been
much diminished. When I was away, he was acting president,
the man in charge. I traveled a lot, often weeks at a time, but
I never worried for a moment about how the university was
doing in my absence. I knew I had nothing to worry about.
He was a man of impeccable moral character, shrewd judg-
ment, rocklike fidelity and unfailing dependability." 

Father Joyce was born in British Honduras (now Belize)
on Jan. 26, 1917, and graduated from Spartanburg (S.C.)
High School. He was the first student from South Carolina
ever to attend Notre Dame and earned his bachelor's degree
in accounting, magna cum laude, in 1937. He worked with
the L.C. Dodge accounting firm in Spartanburg and became
a certified public accountant in '39. 

He entered Holy Cross College in Washington, D.C. - then
the C.S.C.'s theological house of studies - in 1945 and was
ordained to the priesthood in 1949 at Notre Dame's Sacred
Heart Church. After ordination, Father Joyce was named
ND's assistant vice president for business affairs and then
acting vice president in 1949. His tenure was interrupted by
a year of advanced study at Oxford University in England.
He returned in '51 as vice president for business affairs and

in '52 was elevated to executive vice president, also serving
as chairman of the Faculty Board on Athletics and the
University building committee. 

Father Joyce was an influential voice in the NCAA, partic-
ularly dealing with educational integrity in college athletics.
He was instrumental in forming the College Football
Association and served as secretary-treasurer - and the
National Football Foundation honoring Father Joyce with its
Distinguished American Award. 

President Eisenhower appointed Father Joyce to the Board
of Visitors of the U.S. Naval Academy, and the U.S. Air
Force awarded him an Exceptional Service Medal. He was
inducted into the Indiana Academy in 1990 and three
endowed chairs were established in his name at Notre
Dame. After retirement, Father Joyce served as honorary
chair of the Badin Guild, a planned giving organization for
benefactors who provide estate gifts to the University. He
also was a life trustee of the University. 

His brother Lyle, who joined Father Hesburgh at Father
Joyce's side when he died, survives Father Joyce. A Mass of
Christian Burial was held on May 5 in the Basilica of the
Sacred Heart and Father Hesburgh served as homilist,
observing a pact made with his friend and colleague that the
survivor would draw that duty. 

Gifts in honor of Father Joyce may be made to the Rev.
Edmund P. Joyce, C.S.C., Fund for Notre Dame (1100 Grace
Hall, Notre Dame, IN 46556). 

Remembering Father Joyce
Roger Valdiserri, former sports information director 
"(Father Joyce) continually reminded those under his

purview that the program must always operate with complete
integrity. No one could ever question his firm resolve to keep
Notre Dame's intercollegiate athletic program above reproach.
He was admired and respected in the world of college athletics
and had a strong voice in the deliberations of the NCAA. He
believed in the advantages of college sports, not only for the par-
ticipants, but also for the institution as a whole. " 

Joe Doyle, longtime sports columnist for The South
Bend Tribune 

"Father Joyce always kept the interest of Notre Dame and its
student-athletes foremost in his mind. ... And because of his
insistence on moral and fiscal responsibility, Notre Dame is a
beacon of light in the sometimes tawdry business of college ath-
letics. " 

Ara Parseghian, head football coach, 1964-74 
"Father Joyce understood fully the importance of academics

and athletics at the university level. He wore many hats, as the
executive vice president, one of which was his relationship with
the NCAA. Notre Dame's status nationally was great
enhanced by his work in maintaining athletic sanity." 

Jim Gibbons, former assistant vice president, special
events and protocol 

“Father Joyce was a respected voice in intercollegiate athletics;
one listened to in NCAA and College Football Association cir-
cles. He monitored the integrity of athletics at Notre Dame very
carefully, paying particular attention to admission standards
and graduation rates. He was proud of the fact that athletics at
Notre Dame earned a surplus that went to support academic
aspirations at the University and contributed to the overall fis-
cal prosperity enjoyed during his tenure as executive vice presi-
dent. He served Notre Dame's president, Father Theodore
Hesburgh, for 35 years, and the two made up one of the most suc-
cessful administrative teams on any American campus. 'Ted
has the books, and Ned has the tickets' was a standard way of
describing the way in which they divided their tasks, but, of
course, Father Joyce's influence extended well beyond athletics
into the overall management of the fiscal fortunes of Notre
Dame."

Father Joyce, 1917-2004
In Memoriam
Mike Wadsworth, director of athletics from 1995-2000,

died April 28 at the age of 60 after a battle with cancer.
He earlier had received a kidney transplant from his wife
Bernie, in an extremely rare spouse-to-spouse match. 

During Wadsworth's tenure, Notre Dame entered the
BIG EAST Conference in '95-'96 and won four men's
and three women's Commissioner's Trophies for overall
excellence. He helped oversee renovation and expansion
to Notre Dame Stadium (adding some 20,000 seats),
played a principal role in negotiating Notre Dame's place
in the Bowl Championship Series, and assisted in nego-
tiating an extension of the contract with NBC to televise
Notre Dame's home football games. 

Wadsworth's tenure also coincided with the establish-
ment of a Life Skills Program for student-athletes and he
oversaw increased opportunities for women, with the
addition of the now nationally ranked rowing and
lacrosse programs along with 22 new scholarships for
women's teams. The Notre Dame athletic program also
was ranked third in the nation in a Sporting News eval-
uation of all-around standards. 

A defensive tackle with the Irish football program and
a 1966 graduate with a degree in political science,
Wadsworth returned to his alma mater after a distin-
guished career in a wide range of fields. Prior to his
appointment at Notre Dame, he represented his native
Canada for five years as ambassador to Ireland ('89-'94). 

Wadsworth - who played five seasons with the CFL's
Toronto Argonauts ('66-'70), following the legacy of his
father John "Bunny" Wadsworth - went on to earn his
law degree from Osgoode Hall Law School in his home-
town of Toronto. He was an arbitrator and mediator for
Toronto-based Stitt, Feld, Handy & Houston from '71-
'81, arguing several cases before the Canadian Supreme
Court while pursuing his media career. He entered the
business world in 1981 as vice president for administra-
tion of Tyco Laboratories and later completed Harvard's
advanced management program ('85), after entering the
executive ranks of Crown, Inc. As senior vice-president
of U.S. operations for Crown Life Insurance ('87-'89), he
helped restructure its U.S.-based business. 

He is survived by his wife Bernie and three daughters.
The family requests donations in Mike Wadsworth's
name be sent to Gift of Life Transplant House, 705 2nd
St., Rochester, MN 55902. 

Father Joyce (third from right) is shown laying the corner-
stone of the Athletics and Convocation Center in 1968, the
building that now bears his name.

Father Joyce, 1917-2004
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Assistant Coach: Chris Whitten (Notre Dame ’02) ................................................574-631-5907
Women’s Golf
Head Coach: Debby King (Florida Atlantic '83)......................................................574-631-5907
Assistant Coach: Ann Slater (Kansas State ’99) ......................................................574-631-5907
Ice Hockey
Head Coach: Dave Poulin (Notre Dame ’82) ..........................................................574-631-5050
Assistant Coaches: Andy Slaggert (Notre Dame ’89) ............................................574-631-5227
Assistant Coach: Layne LeBel (Michigan Tech ’94)................................................574-631-5227
Men’s Lacrosse
Head Coach: Kevin Corrigan (Virginia ’81)..............................................................574-631-5108
Assistant Coach: Kevin Anderson (Loyola of Md. ’93) ..........................................574-631-5108
Senior Staff Assistant –– Jeannie Schultheis ..........................................................574-631-3383
Women’s Lacrosse
Head Coach: Tracy Coyne (Ohio Univ. ’83) ............................................................574-631-4719
Assistant Coach: Brooke Crawford (North Carolina ’99) ......................................574-631-4719
Assistant Coach: Alissa Moser (Notre Dame ’02) ..................................................574-631-4719 
Senior Staff Assistant — Doreen Secor ....................................................................574-631-4840
Women’s Rowing
Head Coach: Martin Stone (Saint Mary’s, CA ’89) ................................................574-631-3071
Assistant Coach: Pam Mork (Wisconsin ’94) ..........................................................574-631-3071
Assistant Coach: Joe Schlosberg (Northwestern ’00)
Senior Staff Assistant — Doreen Secor ....................................................................574-631-4840
Men’s Soccer
Head Coach: Bobby Clark ..........................................................................................574-631-5146
Assistant Coach: Brian Wiese (Dartmouth '95) ......................................................574-631-8038
Assistant Coach: Mike Avery (Westmont College '90) ..........................................574-631-8869
Senior Staff Assistant –– Jeanne Schultheis ............................................................574-631-3383
Women’s Soccer
Head Coach: Randy Waldrum (Midwestern State, TX ’81)....................................574-631-8431
Assistant Coach: Alvin Alexander (Midwestern State, TX ’79) ............................574-631-8431
Assistant Coach: Dawn Greathouse (Baylor ’01)
Senior Staff Assistant –– Jeanne Schultheis ............................................................574-631-3383
Softball
Head Coach: Deanna Gumpf (Nebraska ’92) ..........................................................574-631-8845
Assistant Coach: Charmelle Green (Utah '91) ........................................................574-631-4778
Assistant Coach: Kris McCleary (Notre Dame ’99) ................................................574-631-9125
Senior Staff Assistant — Doreen Secor ....................................................................574-631-4840
Men’s Swimming and Diving
Head Coach: Tim Welsh (Providence ’66)................................................................574-631-7042
Assistant Coach: Matt Tallman (Catholic ’87) ........................................................574-631-3267
Diving Coach: Caiming Xie (Beijing In. of Phys. Ed. ’85) ......................................574-631-7020
Senior Staff Assistant — Jeanne Schultheis ............................................................574-631-3383
Women’s Swimming and Diving
Head Coach: Bailey Weathers (Indiana ’82) ............................................................574-631-8455
Assistant Coach: Anne Marie Stricklin (South Carolina ’93)................................574-631-8455
Diving Coach: Caiming Xie (Beijing In. of Phys. Ed. ’85) ......................................574-631-7042
Senior Staff Assistant — Jeanne Schultheis ............................................................574-631-3383
Men’s Tennis
Head Coach: Bob Bayliss (Richmond ’66) ................................................................574-631-6113
Assistant Coach: Todd Doebler (Bloomsburg ‘96) ..................................................574-631-4841
Senior Staff Assistant — Sue Molnar ......................................................................574-631-6929
Women’s Tennis
Head Coach: Jay Louderback (Wichita State ’76)....................................................574-631-5149
Assistant Coach: Michelle Dasso (Notre Dame ’01) ..............................................574-631-3730
Senior Staff Assistant — Sue Molnar ......................................................................574-631-6929
Volleyball
Head Coach: Debbie Brown (Arizona State ’82) ....................................................574-239-6307
Assistant Coach: Robin Davis (Northern Arizona '79) ........................................574-631-5985
Assistant Coach: Louella Lovely (Cal Poly-SL0 ’97)................................................574-631-5987
Senior Staff Assistant — Doreen Secor ....................................................................574-631-4840
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NONOVEMBERVEMBER
4 Thur. ST. JOSEPH’S (Exhibition) Joyce Center 7:30 p.m. (EST)
10 Wed. QUINCY (Exhibition) Joyce Center 7:30 p.m. (EST)
19 Fri. HARVARD Joyce Center 7:00 p.m. (EST)
23 Tue. IPFW Joyce Center 7:30 p.m. (EST)
26 Fri. CHARLESTON SOUTHERN Joyce Center 7:00 p.m. (EST)

DECEMBERDECEMBER
4 Sat. at Michigan (ESPN) Crisler Arena 12:00 p.m. (EST)
8 Wed. at Indiana (ESPN) Assembly Hall 7:00 p.m. (EST)
11 Sat. DEPAUL (ESPN2) Joyce Center 5:00 p.m. (EST)
19 Sun. ARMY Joyce Center 1:00 p.m. (EST)
22 Wed. MARIST Joyce Center 7:00 p.m. (EST)
28 Tue. WESTERN ILLINOIS Joyce Center 7:00 p.m. (EST)
30 Thur. SAMFORD Joyce Center 7:00 p.m. (EST)

JANUJANUARARYY
5 Wed. at Seton Hall* Continental Airlines Arena 7:30 p.m. (EST)
8 Sat. VILLANOVA* JOYCE CENTER 12:00 p.m. (EST)
10 Mon. SYRACUSE* (ESPN) JOYCE CENTER 7:00 p.m. (EST)
15 Sat. ST. JOHN’S* JOYCE CENTER 2:00 p.m. (EST)
19 Wed. at West Virginia* WVU Coliseum 7:00 p.m. (EST) 
23 Sun. at Georgetown* MCI CENTER 12:00 p.m. (EST)
26 Wed. at Villanova* Wachovia Center 7:30 p.m. (EST)
30 Sun. CONNECTICUT* (CBS) JOYCE CENTER 3:45 p.m. (EST)

FEBRFEBRUUARARYY
5 Sat. at Syracuse* (ESPN) Carrier Dome 9:00 p.m. (EST)
8 Tue. BOSTON COLLEGE* (ESPN2) JOYCE CENTER 7:00 p.m. (EST)
12 Sat. at Pittsburgh* (ESPN) Petersen Events Center 12:00 p.m. (EST)
16 Wed. GEORGETOWN* JOYCE CENTER 7:30 p.m.(EST)
19 Sat. at Providence* Dunkin Donuts Center 12:00 p.m. (EST)
21 Mon. at Connecticut* (ESPN) Hartford Civic Center 7:00 p.m. (EST)
27 Sun. UCLA (CBS) JOYCE CENTER 2:00 p.m. (EST)

MARMARCHCH
2 Wed. RUTGERS* JOYCE CENTER 7:30 p.m. (EST)
5 Sat. PITTSBURGH* (CBS) JOYCE CENTER 2:00 p.m. (EST)
9-12 Wed.-Sat. BIG EAST CHAMPIONSHIP Madison Square Garden
17-20 Thur.-Sun. NCAA First and Second Rounds
24-27 Thur.-Sun. NCAA Regional

APRILAPRIL
2 & Sat. & NCAA Final Four Championship
4 Mon. (Edward Jones Dome - St. Louis, Mo.)

*-indicates BIG EAST game
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