
Senior corner infielder Matt
Edwards headlines Notre
Dame’s returning position
players for the 2005 season.

SeasonPreview
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Alphabetical
Quick Roster
36 Andres, Steve
49 Axford, John
33 Bickford, Scott
12 Bransfield, Matt
7 Brezovsky, Ross
9 Cooper, Craig

47 Doherty, Ryan
6 Dressman, Danny

44 Dury, Mike
14 Edwards, Matt
11 Gaston, Sean

(19) Grewe, David
24 Gruener, David

(28) Gumpf, John
38 Jones, Tyler
22 Kapala, Dan
13 Korpi, Wade
3 Langford, Tony
4 Lopez, Greg
2 Lilley, Brett

(1) Mainieri, Paul
25 Mainieri, Nick
34 Manship, Jeff
16 Nettey, Alex
10 Niesel, Chris
20 Olvey, Derik
17 Rizzo, Cody

(26) Rooney, Terry
45 Samardzija, Jeff
5 Smith, Eddie

32 Stewart, Jess
30 Thornton, Tom
18 Weiss, Brent
54 Whittington, Matt
51 Williamson, Joey

No.Name Yr. Pos. Ht. Wt. B-T Birthdate Hometown (Previous School)
2 Brett Lilley Fr. 2B 5-7 165 L-R 7/30/85 North Canton, OH (Hoover HS)
3 Tony Langford Fr. RHP/IF 5-11 175 R-R 8/17/85 Fort Worth, TX (Fort Worth Country Day HS)
4 Greg Lopez** (C) Jr. SS 6-0 190 R-R 1/18/84 Upper Arlington, OH (Upper Arlington HS)
5 Eddie Smith Jr. IF 5-11 165 L-R 2/8/84 Olympia, WA (North Thurston HS)
6 Danny Dressman* So. OF 5-9 180 L-L 12/12/84 San Jose, CA (Archbishop Mitty HS)
7 Ross Brezovsky Fr. IF 5-10 170 L-R 8/26/85 Naples, FL (Collier HS)
9 Craig Cooper** Jr. OF/1B 6-2 220 R-L 10/27/84 Plainview, NY (Chaminade HS)

11 Sean Gaston* So. C 6-0 185 L-R 2/12/85 Brownsburg, IN (Brownsburg HS)
12 Matt Bransfield** Jr. DH/C 6-1 205 R-R 10/9/83 Englewood, CO (Cherry Creek HS)
13 Wade Korpi Fr. LHP 5-10 190 R-L 3/10/86 Lake Worth, FL (Santaluces HS)
14 Matt Edwards*** Sr. 1B/3B 6-2 195 R-R 3/16/83 Mechanicsville, VA (Lee-Davis HS)
16 Alex Nettey** Jr. OF 6-1 200 R-R 11/30/83 Dolton, IL (Thornridge HS)
17 Cody Rizzo** (C) Jr. OF 6-1 200 R-R 1/17/84 Temecula, CA (Chaparral HS)
18 Brent Weiss** Sr. DH 6-1 190 R-R 7/25/82 Cockeysville, MD (St. Paul’s HS)
20 Derik Olvey* So. RHP 6-2 205 R-R 10/27/84 Pelham, AL (Pelham HS)
22 Dan Kapala* So. RHP 6-5 225 R-R 9/6/85 Royal Oak, MI (Shrine Catholic HS)
25 Nick Mainieri* Jr. C 5-11 180 R-R 11/25/83 South Bend, IN (St. Joseph’s HS)
29 David Gruener Fr. LHP 6-2 210 L-L 9/21/85 Gig Harbor, WA (Life Christian Academy)
30 Tom Thornton** Jr. LHP 6-6 220 L-L 7/20/82 Middleboro, MA (Middleboro HS)
32 Jess Stewart* So. RHP 6-3 215 R-R 2/6/85 Manassas, VA (Osbourn City HS)
33 Scott Bickford Sr. LHP 6-5 170 R-L 1/6/83 Owings, MD (Northern HS)
34 Jeff Manship So. RHP 6-1 195 R-R 1/16/85 San Antonio, TX (Reagan HS)
36 Steve Andres** Jr. LF/C 5-10 220 L-R 4/14/84 Napa, CA (Justin Siena HS)
38 Tyler Jones** (C) Sr. RHP 6-4 210 R-R 10/14/82 Arlington, TX (James Martin HS)
44 Mike Dury* So. LHP/1B 6-5 230 S-R 9/19/84 Indianapolis, IN (Bishop Chatard HS)
45 Jeff Samardzija* So. RHP 6-5 215 R-R 1/23/85 Valparaiso, IN (Valparaiso HS)
47 Ryan Doherty** Jr. RHP 7-1 255 R-R 2/2/84 Toms River, NJ (Toms River East HS)
49 John Axford** (C) Sr. RHP 6-6 190 R-R 4/1/83 Port Dover, Ontario (Assumption Coll. HS)
51 Joey Williamson Fr. RHP 6-1 190 R-R 1/28/86 Lantana, FL (Santaluce HS)
54 Matt Whittington So. LHP 6-1 205 R-L 8/26/85 Melbourne, FL (Melbourne Cen. Cath. HS)

* – monograms won        (C) – captains

Head Coach: # 1 Paul Mainieri (St. Thomas '82, 11th season at Notre Dame)
Assistant Coaches: #19 David Grewe (Dayton ’98), #26 Terry Rooney (Radford ‘96) 
Volunteer Assistant: #28 John Gumpf (Cal State San Bernadino ’97)

2005 University of Notre Dame Fighting Irish Baseball

Florida (4) 
Ross Brezovsky (Naples)
Wade Korpi (Lake Worth)
Matt Whittington (Melbourne)
Joey Williamson (Lantana)

Indiana (4) 
Mike Dury (Indianapolis)
Sean Gaston (Brownsburg)
Nick Mainieri (South Bend)
Jeff Samardzija (Valparaiso)

California (3) 
Steve Andres (Napa)
Danny Dressman (San Jose)
Cody Rizzo (Temecula)

Texas (3)
Tyler Jones (Arlington)
Tony Langfor (Fort Worth)
Jeff Manship (San Antonio)

Maryland (2)
Scott Bickford (Owings)
Brent Weiss (Cockeysville)

Ohio (2)
Brett Lilley (North Canton)
Greg Lopez (Upper Arlington)

Virginia (2)
Matt Edwards (Mechanicsville)
Jess Stewart (Manassas)

Washington (2)
David Gruener (Gig Harbor)
Eddie Smith (Olympia)

Alabama (1) 
Derik Olvey (Pelham)

Colorado (1) 
Matt Bransfield (Englewood)

Illinois (1)
Alex Nettey (Dolton)

Massachusetts (1) 
Tom Thornton (Middleboro)

Michigan (1) 
Dan Kapala (Royal Oak)

New Jersey (1)
Ryan Doherty (Toms River)

New York (1)
Craig Cooper (Plainview)

Ontario (1) 
John Axford (Port Dover)

By Home State

Seniors (5) – Axford (RHP), Bickford
(LHP), Edwards (IF), Jones (RHP), Macri
(SS), Weiss (DH)

Juniors (10) – Andres (LF/C),
Bransfield (DH/C), Cooper (OF/1B),
Doherty (RHP),  Lopez (SS),
Mainieri (C), Nettey (OF), Rizzo
(OF), Smith (IF), Thornton (LHP)

Sophomores (9) – Dressman (CF),
Dury (1B/LHP), Gaston (C), Kapala
(RHP), Manship (RHP), Olvey
(RHP), Samardzija (RHP), Stewart
(RHP), Whittington (LHP)

Freshmen (6) – Brezovsky (IF),
Gruener (LHP), Korpi (LHP),
Langford (RHP/IF), Lilley (2B),
Williamson (RHP)

Catcher – Gaston, Bransfield,
Andres Mainieri

First Base – Edwards, Cooper,
Bransfield, Dury

Second Base – Lilley, Smith,
Langford

Shortstop – Lopez, Smith
Third Base – Brezovsky, Edwards,

Smith, Langford
Left Field – Andres, Dressman
Center Field – Cooper, Nettey,
Right Field – Rizzo, Dressman
Designated Hitter – Bransfield,

Andres, Dury, Weiss
Starting Pitchers – Samardzija,

Thornton, Manship, Stewart, Korpi   
Relievers – Kapala, Williamson,

Dury, Axford, Olvey, Gruener,
Langford, Jones, Whittingon,
Bickford 

Closer – Doherty

Depth ChartsBy Class

Steve ANN-drees
Ross Bruh-ZOV-ski
Mike DURR-ee
Sean GAS-tun
David GREW-ee
David GREW-nurr

Wade CORE-pee
DEREK OHL-vee
Dan Kuh-PELL-uh
Nick and Paul Muh-NAIR-ee
Jeff Suh-MARR-zhuh

Pronunciation Guide
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No.Name Yr. Pos. Ht. Wt. B-T Birthdate Hometown (Previous School)
36 Steve Andres** Jr. LF/C 5-10 220 L-R 4/14/84 Napa, CA (Justin Siena HS)
49 John Axford** (C) Sr. RHP 6-6 190 R-R 4/1/83 Port Dover, Ontario (Assumption Coll. HS)
33 Scott Bickford Sr. LHP 6-5 170 R-L 1/6/83 Owings, MD (Northern HS)
12 Matt Bransfield** Jr. DH/C 6-1 205 R-R 10/9/83 Englewood, CO (Cherry Creek HS)
7 Ross Brezovsky Fr. IF 5-10 170 L-R 8/26/85 Naples, FL (Collier HS)
9 Craig Cooper** Jr. OF/1B 6-2 220 R-L 10/27/84 Plainview, NY (Chaminade HS)

47 Ryan Doherty** Jr. RHP 7-1 255 R-R 2/2/84 Toms River, NJ (Toms River East HS) 5
6 Danny Dressman* So. OF 5-9 180 L-L 12/12/84 San Jose, CA (Archbishop Mitty HS)

44 Mike Dury* So. LHP/1B 6-5 230 S-R 9/19/84 Indianapolis, IN (Bishop Chatard HS)
14 Matt Edwards*** Sr. 1B/3B 6-2 195 R-R 3/16/83 Mechanicsville, VA (Lee-Davis HS)
11 Sean Gaston* So. C 6-0 185 L-R 2/12/85 Brownsburg, IN (Brownsburg HS)
29 David Gruener Fr. LHP 6-2 210 L-L 9/21/85 Gig Harbor, WA (Life Christian Academy)
38 Tyler Jones** (C) Sr. RHP 6-4 210 R-R 10/14/82 Arlington, TX (James Martin HS)
22 Dan Kapala* So. RHP 6-5 225 R-R 9/6/85 Royal Oak, MI (Shrine Catholic HS)
13 Wade Korpi Fr. LHP 5-10 190 R-L 3/10/86 Lake Worth, FL (Santaluces HS)
3 Tony Langford Fr. RHP/IF 5-11 175 R-R 8/17/85 Fort Worth, TX (Fort Worth Country Day HS)
2 Brett Lilley Fr. 2B 5-7 165 L-R 7/30/85 North Canton, OH (Hoover HS)
4 Greg Lopez** (C) Jr. SS 6-0 190 R-R 1/18/84 Upper Arlington, OH (Upper Arlington HS)

25 Nick Mainieri* Jr. C 5-11 180 R-R 11/25/83 South Bend, IN (St. Joseph’s HS)
34 Jeff Manship So. RHP 6-1 195 R-R 1/16/85 San Antonio, TX (Reagan HS)
16 Alex Nettey** Jr. OF 6-1 200 R-R 11/30/83 Dolton, IL (Thornridge HS)
20 Derik Olvey* So. RHP 6-2 205 R-R 10/27/84 Pelham, AL (Pelham HS)
17 Cody Rizzo** (C) Jr. OF 6-1 200 R-R 1/17/84 Temecula, CA (Chaparral HS)
45 Jeff Samardzija* So. RHP 6-5 215 R-R 1/23/85 Valparaiso, IN (Valparaiso HS)
5 Eddie Smith Jr. IF 5-11 165 L-R 2/8/84 Olympia, WA (North Thurston HS)

32 Jess Stewart* So. RHP 6-3 215 R-R 2/6/85 Manassas, VA (Osbourn City HS)
30 Tom Thornton** Jr. LHP 6-6 220 L-L 7/20/82 Middleboro, MA (Middleboro HS)
18 Brent Weiss** Sr. DH 6-1 190 R-R 7/25/82 Cockeysville, MD (St. Paul’s HS)
54 Matt Whittington So. LHP 6-1 205 R-L 8/26/85 Melbourne, FL (Melbourne Cen. Cath. HS)
51 Joey Williamson Fr. RHP 6-1 190 R-R 1/28/86 Lantana, FL (Santaluce HS)

* – monograms won        (C) – captains

Head Coach: # 1 Paul Mainieri (St. Thomas '82, 11th season at Notre Dame)
Assistant Coaches: #19 David Grewe (Dayton ’98), #26 Terry Rooney (Radford ’96) 
Volunteer Assistant: #28 John Gumpf (Cal State San Bernadino ’97)

2005 University of Notre Dame Fighting Irish Baseball Numerical
Quick Roster
(1) Mainieri, Paul

2 Lilley, Brett
3 Langford, Tony
4 Lopez, Greg
5 Smith, Eddie
6 Dressman, Danny
7 Brezovsky, Ross
9 Cooper, Craig

10 Niesel, Chris
11 Gaston, Sean
12 Bransfield, Matt
13 Korpi, Wade
14 Edwards, Matt
16 Nettey, Alex
17 Rizzo, Cody
18 Weiss, Brent

(19) Grewe, David
20 Olvey, Derik
22 Kapala, Dan
24 Gruener, David
25 Mainieri, Nick

(26) Rooney, Terry
(28) Gumpf, John

30 Thornton, Tom
32 Stewart, Jess
33 Bickford, Scott
34 Manship, Jeff
36 Andres, Steve
38 Jones, Tyler
44 Dury, Mike
45 Samardzija, Jeff
47 Doherty, Ryan
49 Axford, John
51 Williamson, Joey
54 Whittington, Matt

By Height
7-1 
Ryan Doherty, Jr., RHP

6-6
John Axford, Sr., RHP
Tom Thornton, Jr., LHP

6-5 
Scott Bickford, Sr., LHP
Mike Dury, So., 1B/LHP
Dan Kapala, So., RHP
Jeff Samardzija, So., RHP

6-4 
Tyler Jones, Sr., RHP

6-3 
Jess Stewart, So., RHP

6-2 
Craig Cooper, Jr., OF
Matt Edwards, Sr., 1B/3B
David Gruener, Fr., LHP
Derik Olvey, Fr., RHP

6-1
Matt Bransfield, Jr., DH/C/1B
Jeff Manship, So., RHP
Alex Nettey, Jr., OF
Cody Rizzo, Jr., OF
Brent Weiss, Sr., DH
Matt Whittington, So., LHP
Joey Williamson, Fr., RHP

6-0 
Sean Gaston, So., C
Greg Lopez, Jr., SS

5-11
Tony Langford, Fr., RHP/IF
Nick Mainieri, Jr., C
Eddie Smith, Jr., IF

5-10
Steve Andres, Jr., LF/C
Ross Brezovsky, So., OF
Wade Korpi, Fr., LHP

5-9
Danny Dressman, So., OF

5-7
Brett Lilley, Fr., 2B

Boo Corrigan – baseball administrator
Laurie Privatera – senior student manager 
Mark Dumich – junior student manager 
Leonard Mikolajewski – volunteer manager
Mike Bean – athletic trainer
Pete LaFleur – sports information
Mike Joseph– strength & conditioning coach
Adam Sargent – academic services counselor

Support Staff

Steve ANN-drees
Ross Bruh-ZOV-ski
Mike DURR-ee
Sean GAS-tun
David GREW-ee
David GREW-nurr

Wade CORE-pee
DEREK OHL-vee
Dan Kuh-PELL-uh
Nick and Paul Muh-NAIR-ee
Jeff Suh-MARR-zhuh

Pronunciation Guide
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Season
When the Notre Dame

baseball team staged its historic
battle with host Mississippi State in
the 2000 NCAA Regional round,
many observers viewed that
crushing experience as a natural
step in the program’s evolution to
elite national status. Now, five years
later, that near-miss weekend in

Starkville truly can be viewed as a
springboard that sent Fighting Irish
baseball on to repeated new heights.

The Irish enter the 2005 season with a .752
winning percentage (241-79-1) during the
decade of the 2000s, winning at the second-
best clip this decade among all teams in
Division I. Highlights from the decade – in
addition to the memorable 2000 Regional at
Mississippi State – including claiming the
nation’s No. 1 ranking in 2001, advancing to
the College World Series in ’02 and
becoming the first team ever to win three
straight BIG EAST titles while also setting
the team record for wins in a season three
times during the past four years (capped by
the 51-12 mark in ’04).

Paul Mainieri – now in his 11th season as
head coach of the Irish – has several
personal milestones on the horizon,
entering ’05 with 781 career victories,
including 450 at Notre Dame.

The Irish return six of nine position
starters but will be looking for others to step
into the voids in the lineup created by
graduation and the Major League draft. All-
America third baseman Matt Macri moved
on to pro ball after his stellar ’04 season
while second baseman Steve Sollmann (the
winningest four-year starter in the

program’s history) and clutch-hitting
catcher Javi Sanchez were the leaders
of the ’04 senior class, taking their
considerable leadership skills with
them on to postgraduate life and their
own pro baseball careers.

The outfield rates as the strongest
and deepest position for the Irish in
2005, with juniors Steve Andres (left),
Craig Cooper (center) and Cody Rizzo
(right) the likely starters as opening
day approaches. Senior first baseman
Matt Edwards, junior shortstop Greg
Lopez and junior DH Matt Bransfield
also add to the veteran core – with the
three new starters likely to include
sophomore catcher Sean Gaston and a
pair of prep shortstops at second (Brett
Lilley) and third base (Ross Brezovsky). 

On the mound, the Irish must replace
two frontline starters in Grant Johnson
and Chris Niesel (both signed as early-
round picks in the ’04 draft) but junior
lefthander Tom Thornton returns after
leading BIG EAST pitchers with nine
victories in 2004. Three others – senior
John Axford and sophomores Jeff
Manship and Derik Olvey – could be
top members of the 2005 rotation after
completing their respective comebacks
from injuries that wiped out their 2004
seasons.

Junior All-America closer Ryan
Doherty leads an impressive group of
bullpen talent that also includes hard-
throwing sophomore Dan Kapala but must
replace steady lefthander and ’04 graduate
Joe Thaman. A stable comprised of several
veterans and four highly-regarded
newcomers will add further depth to a
pitching staff that will be looking to
improve on its 2004 team ERA (3.43) that
ranked 9th in the nation.

Andres, Cooper and Rizzo could prove to
be the best all-around outfielder unit in the
11-year Paul Mainieri era, a distinction most
likely owned by the 2002 CWS group of
Brian Stavisky, Steve Stanley and Kris
Billmaier.

The lefthanded-hitting Andres (Napa,
Calif.) was cited by Baseball America as the
BIG EAST’s 2005 player with the best plate
discipline but he also rates as one of the top
players in Notre Dame history for combined
on-base and slugging percentages. The
former walk-on’s 1.057 “OPS” in 2004 (.471
on-base, .586 slugging) ranked 5th among
all BIG EAST players) and conveyed his
impact on the game moreso than his .320
batting average and 39 RBI (8 HR, 44 walks). 

“Steve has that rare combination of
explosive power and a keen hitter's eye,”
says Mainieri of the player whose career
stats with the Irish include nearly-identical

totals for walks (63) and RBI (61). “He also
has improved his outfield defense and
could play another key role as a backup
catcher.”

Cooper (Plainview, N.Y.), who also has
begun training some at first base, is a
strong All-America candidate after picking
up second team all-BIG EAST honors in
2004, when he became the first player ever
to lead the lead in conference batting
average (.470), slugging and on-base
percentage. The 6-2, 220-pounder hit .360
overall in ’04 (second only to Macri) while
launching 10 home runs to go along with 48
RBI and 12 stolen bases.

“Craig made great strides in his all-
around defense to earn the start in center
field,” says Mainieri of Cooper, who was
rated by Baseball America as the BIG
EAST’s “best athlete” and “outfielder with
the best arm” for 2005 (the magazine also
rated him as the No. 60 prospect for the ’05
draft, 10th among outfielders).

“Craig has developed an advanced
hitting approach that allows him to create
great bat speed with a loose swing and
fluid mechanics. He also is a long-striding
threat on the bases who gets good jumps on
pitchers – basically, he’s a player that can
beat you in so many ways and we expect
him to have another great year.” Rizzo
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Irish Look To Continue Decade Of Dominance
Plenty of pieces return from record-setting 2004 team.

Senior first baseman Matt Edwards and head coach Paul
Mainieri have been part of plenty of memorable moments
during the past few seasons.

Big-game pitcher Tom Thornton is Notre Dame’s top returning
starter from a 2004 staff that ranked 9th in the nation with a 3.43
team ERA.
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(Temecula, Calif.) will be looking for a
return to his freshman-year production,
when he hit .314 with 8 home runs and 53
runs scored. Those numbers tailed off in
2004 (.263, 4 HR, 39 R) as the team’s southern
California native coped with a lingering
wrist injury that limited his bat speed.

“Cody already is one of the elite
defensive rightfielders in the country. He
just has such great instincts out there and
can make some great plays,” says Mainieri
of the unique soccer-baseball two-sport star.
“I think you also will see a great year at the
plate from Cody.

“He has such a fearless approach in the
box, as evidenced by the fact that he
already is our career leader with 48 times
hit-by-pitch. When you add in his hustle on
the bases and pop in that bat, we’re real
excited to see Cody make a big impact this
year.”

Yet another junior – Alex Nettey (Dolton,
Ill.) – also could emerge as a key contributor
in the outfielder. The 6-1, 200-pounder
played mostly as a reserve in the ’03 and ’04
seasons (57 games played, 18 starts) but
could see more time thanks to stellar
defense and a developing offensive game,
with a quick bat and the ability to drive the
gaps.

Lefthanded-hitting freshman Danny
Dressman (San Jose, Calif.) is the team’s
fifth veteran outfielder and logged some
quality playing time as a freshman,
including 28 starts in center field (.264, 25 R,
18 BB). Dressman has solid defensive skills
and handles the bat well, with good bunting
ability and great baseball instincts that add
even deeper talent for the ’05 outfield.

Edwards (Mechanicsville, Va.) has started
during his career on both corners of the
infield but likely will focus on first base in
’05, much as he did in ’04 when he hit .310

with 54 RBI and 12 home runs. A .340 career
hitter who earned first team all-BIG EAST
and second team all-region honors as a
sophomore, the 6-2, 225-poind Edwards has
the option to apply for a fifth year of
eligibility in ’06 after missing most of ’02 due
to a broken leg.

“Matt is such an explosive hitter and the
ball really jumps off his bat. We need him to
be a consistent run producer and the leader
of this offense and I certainly think Matt is
up to that challenge,” says Mainieri.

Lilley (North Canton, Ohio) played
sparingly in ’04 at Hoover High School due
to a hand injury, after playing the previous
three seasons at Canton Central Catholic
(where he had a record-setting .483 career
batting average. He now looks to replace
fellow Ohio native Sollmann, who also
started with the Irish from day-one.

“Brett is a player that really excites me.
He is a pesky lefthanded batter with an
advanced hitting approach, making him a
great option for the leadoff spot,” says
Mainieri. “Brett also has that fireplug
attitude and plays with a controlled
intensity that puts pressure on the defense.
He adds great range, good hands and
strong arm in the field – just a great addition
to that freshman class.”

Lopez (Upper Arlington, Ohio) – who
combines with Rizzo as two of the ’05 team’s
four captains – could prove to be the top all-
around shortstop in the Mainieri era and is
coming off a third-team all-BIG EAST
season in which he ranked as the team’s
third-leading hitter (.332) and played stellar
defense that included a 17-game errorless
streak.

“Greg is the glue for our team and he
elevates production of his teammates
through his attitude and energy on the
field,” says Mainieri of the Academic All-

America candidate who carries a
3.36 GPA as a double major in pre-
professional studies and
anthropology.

“He plays shortstop with the
hard-nosed attitude and ability to
regularly make game-changing
plays in a non-flashy way – and
offensively he has improved so
much to the point where he regularly
provided clutch hits from the bottom of the
order.” 

Brezovsky (Naples, Fla.) – rated by Team
One Baseball as one of the nation’s top-40
prep shortstops – turned in an all-state
senior season at Barron Collier High School
(.390, 21 RBI, HR, 9 2B, 10 SB) and had an
impressive showing in Notre Dame’s fall
Blue-Gold intrasquad game, capped by a
two-run double and the go-ahead run that
lifted the Gold to a 10-9 win.

“Ross reminds us a lot of our third
baseman from the CWS team, Andrew
Bushey, because of his strong arm and a
quality lefthanded swing with pop in the
bat. He also has such a great love for the
game and will really have an impact on so
many aspects of the game,” says Mainieri.

Junior Eddie Smith (Olympia,  Wash.) – a
5-11, 165-pound transfer from Centrali
Community College – will fill a key role as
the team’s utility infielder. A steady fielder
with good hands and an accurate arm, the
lefthanded-hitting Smith adds poise,
maturity and college experience to the 2005
Irish roster. He also should fit right in with
the team’s high on-base percentage, after
setting the CCC record for times hit-by-
pitch in a season (18).

Gaston (Brownsburg, Ind.) is a highly-
regarded catcher who showed he is no
slouch with the bat as a freshman, earning
national player-of-the-week honors after
batting 10-for-11 to start his college career
(he ultimately his .316 in a season cut short
by illness).

(from left) Steve Andres, Craig Cooper and Cody Rizzo
form one of the top outfields in Notre Dame history.
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“Sean is an excellent catch-and-throw
defensive player who will be looking to
improve his receiving, footwork and
transfer to throw,” says Mainieri. “He will be
counted on as a tack-charge leader and
confident director of the pitching staff.:

Andres and Bransfield (Englewood, Colo.)
are the primary backups behind the plate,
with each seeing some time at catcher
earlier in their careers. Bransfield’s
breakthrough season as the ’04 DH included
batting .306 with a team-best 58 RBI (his 33
in conference play led the BIG EAST) and 12
home runs.

“Bransfield again will be a key RBI man
in the middle of that lineup and will be
looking to become more of a complete
player with greater plate discipline. He is a
very confident and aggressive hitter who
attacks the baseball – we saw that so much
last season – and we expect more big things
from him in ’05.

Junior Nick Mainieri (South Bend, Ind.)
returns to his father’s team with a bulked-up
frame (5-11, 180) and great attitude for his
role as the bullpen catcher, making a key
impact in the development and preparation
of the Irish pitching staff.

Heavy-hitting senior DH Brent Weiss
(Cockeyesville, Md.) was hopeful of
returning to regular duty in 2005 – after
missing all of the ’03 season and playing
sparingly in ’04, due to shoulder problems
that date back to his prep career. 

Switch-hitting sophomore Mike Dury
(Indianapolis, Ind.) is an option at first base
and DH but he also could be used some in
outfield with consistent offensive
production. The 6-5, 230-pounder also is a

top lefthanded candidate out of the bullpen,
after posting a 1.88 ERA in 14.1 innings of
work as a freshman (10 Ks, 4 BB, 14 H; also
batted 4-for-16).  

The 6-6, 220-pound Thornton (Middleboro,
Mass.) proved his worth as a big-game
pitcher in 2004, going 9-2 with a 3.88 ERA
and 77 strikeouts in 99.2 innings (24 BB). A
preseason pick for all-BIGE EAST awards
(an honor that somehow escaped him in ’04),
Thornton has a deceptive delivery that
should be even more effective in ’05 after
greater finetuning of his mechanics.

“Tom hides the ball so well from hitters
and is so methodical and effective at
changing speeds and hitting his spots. We
will need him to take things to another level
this season and I know Tom is up to that
challenge,” says Mainieri of the All-
America candidate (3.46 GPA). “

The 6-5, 215-pound Samardzija
(Valparaiso, Ind.) showed his great athletic
talent in 2004 while compiling a 2.95 ERA
and 5-3 record as a reliever and fourth
starter (42 Ks, 17 BB, 50 H in 64 IP). Notre
Dame’s first football-baseball player since
the mid-1990s, he owned the BIGE AST’s
second-best conference ERA in ’04 (2.95) and
fashioned a 22-inning overall shutout
streak.

“Jeff is on the verge of becoming a
frontline starter and brings that great level
of confidence and mound presence,” says
Mainieri. “When you combine his athletic
frame and arm strength with the clean
delivery, there’s just tremendous upside in
what this kid can do on the mound.”

Manship (San Antonio, Texas) already
had received plenty of hype prior to coming
to Notre Dame, rated by Baseball America
as the nation’s No. 3 incoming freshman for
the ’04 season before being sidelined with
an elbow injury that had carried over from
summer ball. The 6-1, 195-pounder – who
was 13-1 with a 0.64 ERA and 133 Ks as a
senior at Reagan High School – has made
good progress in returning from “Tommy
John” reconstructive elbow surgery and has
plenty of big-game experience under his
belt as a former member of the U.S. Junior
National Team.

“Jeff has been tireless in his rehab and we
obviously are hoping for a great return form
him. He has that awesome curve as his out-
pitch and can locate an equally-tough
fastball on both sides of the plate. He’s just
a bulldog on that mound who is eager to get
out there and held lead this pitching staff.” 

Axford (Port Dover, Ontario) is ranked as
the No. 145 prospect for the ’05 draft as he
looks to come back from his own elbow
surgery. The 6-6, 190-pound righthander was
a top pitcher for the Irish in ’02 and ’03,
compiling a 4.13 career ERA and 14-5 record

but totaling nearly as many walks (109) as
strikeouts (133, in 141.2 IP).

“John had a great start to his sophomore
season and is eager to get back to the point
where he can help this team win games,”
says Mainieri. “He is a classic groundball
pitcher with an electric set of pitches that
make him a very special member of this
staff.”

Doherty (Toms River, N.J.) is coming off an
All-America season that saw him convert
12-of-13 save chances while allowing just 1-
of-17 inherited baserunners to scored (2.38
ERA, 46 Ks, 11 BB, 19 H in 34 IP). The bulked-
up 7-1, 225-pounder – rated as the No’ 90
prospect for the ’05 draft – enters the season
on pace to set Irish records for career ERA
(2.30), 9-inning averages for strikeouts (12.93)
and hits (5.75) and K-to-walk ratio (4.09). 

“We took sort of an instructional-league
approach with Ryan in the fall and winter
and he made some key strides in several
areas, including control of the running
game. You can still expect him to attack
hitters with that high release point and he’s
a great leader to have for your bullpen”
says Mainieri.

Kapala (Royal Oak, Mich.) – known for his
live arm, with nasty whip motion – made 28
relief appearances as a rookie while
compiling a 2.70 ERA and averaging 9.0 Ks
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Sophomore Sean Gaston is one of three new starters in
the 2005 lineup.

Junior shortstop Greg Lopez is the leader of the
Notre Dame infield.
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per 9 innings. The 6-5, 225-pounder has
made huge strides during his time at Notre
Dame while gaining greater consistency
with his slider and changeup, to go along
with a tough low-90s fastball.

The 6-2, 205-pound Olvey (Pelham, Ala.)
logged just two starts and two relief
appearances before seeing his freshman
season cut short due to tendonitis in his
forearm (3.52, 7 Ks, 3 BB, 14 H, 15.1 IP). The
prep All-American and former Los Angeles
Dodgers draft pick (13th round, in ’03) –
noted for his polished mound presence and
a heavy, low-90s fastball – was on pace for a
full recovery and could provide a lift to the
’05 staff as it looks to replace the departed
regulars. Olvey 

Heavy-throwing sophomore Jess Stewart
(Manassas, Va.) may be the sleeper among
the talented group of sophomore pitchers,
after a methodical season of effectiveness
in 2004 that saw him go 7-1 with a 3.39 ERA
(20 Ks, 8 BB, 41 H, .263 opp. avg. in 40 IP). The
6-3, 215-pounder proved to be a productive
strikeout/groundout pitcher as a freshman
(he averaged 17.1 outs per Ks and GOs in
’04) and has made some key strides in his
fastball command overall strength.

Sophomore Matt Whittington (Melbourne,
Fla.) also is part of the deep lefthander
group and could see an expanded role after
making just three relief appearances in
2004. Known for his loose arm and tough
changeup, the 6-1, 205-pound finesse lefty
made good progress with his control and
offspeed pitches during the preseason that
could lead to more innings in ’05.

Seniors Tyler Jones (Arlington, Texas)
Scott Bickford (Owings, Md.) and also will
be looking to make contributions in their

final season with the Irish.
The 6-4, 210-pound Jones – who combines

with Axford as the second pair of pitchers
(and first since 1970) ever to serve as
captains for a Notre Dame baseball team –
was a 30th-round draft pick of the Atlanta
Braves coming out of high school and went
on to log some quality relief outings in his
first three seasons with the Irish.

Bickford is coming off an all-star summer
season with the Valley League’s
Waynesboro (Va.) Generals. The 6-5, 170-
pound lefthander could be in the mix to
replace Thaman’s relief output from the left
side of the mound. 

Four freshmen have arrived on the scene
to add even more talent to the ’05 staff.

Righthander Joey Williamson (Lantana,
Fla.) and lefty Wade Korpi (Lake Worth, Fla.)
– the first prep teammates ever to sign with
the Irish in the Mainieri era – were all-state
performers as senior at Santaluces High
School, combined for a 19-1 record, 0.98 ERA
and 215 Ks in 133 innings.

The 6-1, 190-pound Williamson – who was
rated by Baseball America among the
nation’s top 150 prep prospects – is a hard-
nosed competitor who is used to big-game
pressure after emerging as one of the top
pitchers for the 2002 U.S. Youth National
Team.

“Joey has a strong arm, good command
and a huge desire to challenge hitters,”
says Mainieri of Williamson, whose ’04
season included a county-best 0.57 ERA, 9-1
record and 90 Ks. “He can touch the low-90s
with a sinking fastball that has movement
on both sides and throws a tough slider on
any count. Joey simply
the physical ability and
mechanics to become a
dominant college
pitcher and it should be
fun to see him emerge
this season.”

Korpi had his own
strong season in ’04 (10-
0, 1.18 ERA, school-
record 125 Ks) and also
has pitched on a big
stage while competing
in Cuba vs. a national
select team.

“Wade has an
advanced knowledge
of the game and
excellent command of
his change and curve.
He is a crafty pitcher
who knows how to set
up hitters and has
made important strides
in controlling the

running game,” says Mainieri.
Lefthander David Gruener (Gig

Harbor, Wash.) attracted pro scouts
as a prep senior despite playing at
lower-division Life Christian
Academy (1.90 ERA, 4-1, 65 Ks and
just 5 walks). The 6-2, 210-pounder
has made key strides in his
mechanics while continuing to
boost his fastball that has climbed
into the low-90s.

“David is a very projectable
pitcher because of his great arm strength
and mound presence,” says Mainieri. “He
has some electric pitches, with a quality
slider and change and good move on the
fastball. David also benefits from his
powerful leg drive, great command and a
tricky arm slot.

Righthander Tony Langford (Fort Worth,
Texas) is a talented two-way player who
also could see time in the infield or as a
righthanded DH. He spent the past few
years being coached by former big-leaguer
Cecil Espy at Fort Worth Country Day, with
his impressive senior season including a 1.1
ERA (5-3, 81 Ks) and .413 batting average (3
HR, 19 RBI).

“Tony has great athleticism and arm
strength and is a very spunky competitor on
the mound,” says Mainieri. “He is a strike
thrower who can deliver from multiple arm
angles and has a tough fastball that tops
out in the low-90s. He also has solid
defensive skills and is a free swinger with
good bat speed. Tony is a kid that can help
us in a lot of ways.” 
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Two-sport sophomore standout Jeff Samardzija could
develope into a top starter on the 2005 staff.

Junior All-America closer Ryan Doherty is back to lead the Irish bullpen.
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Irish Baseball on ESPN 1620 (WDND)
and 1490 (WNDV)

For the fifth consecutive season, the Notre Dame baseball program
has arranged for a broadcast schedule that will provide commercial-
station radio coverage of the entire 56-game regular-season schedule
(and all postseason) in 2004, with broadcasts to be provided by South
Bend-based ESPN Radio 1620 AM (WDND) and its sister station WNDV
(1490).

All radio broadcasts also can be heard live on the internet via real-
audio software programs, with a link available on the Notre Dame ath-
letic website (www.und.com).

The Notre Dame athletic department also again will place real-time
GameTracker baseball statistics on the website during all 2006 home
and select road games. 

The primary voice of Irish baseball for the upcoming campaign again
is Sean Stires, a 1995 graduate of the University of Kansas who is in his fifth year broadcasting games for several Notre Dame
atheltic teams as sports director of South Bend-based U93, the parent station of WDND. 

Stires has won awards from five different broadcast organizations, including the Communicator Awards’ “Crystal Award of
Excellence” for his call of the Notre Dame Baseball team’s stunning 2002 Super Regional win over top-ranked Florida State to
send the Irish to the College World Series. He also has received broadcast awards from the Kansas Association of Broadcasters,
the Colorado Broadcasters Association, the Colorado Associated Press Broadcasters Association and the Indiana Broadcasters
Association. 

In addition to Notre Dame baseball, Stires’ other broadcasting responsibilities include play-by-play duties for the Irish
women’s basketball broadcasts and various sports call-in shows (including The Official Notre Dame Football and Basketball
Coaches Shows). Stires – who was on the call for Notre Dame’s 2001 NCAA women’s basketball championship run and for the
2002 Collegee World Series season – also can be heard reporting sports on U93's morning program.

Shawn Lewallen also will assist with color commentary and play-by-play duties in 2004. A Mishawaka native and graduate
of Indiana University, Lewallen assisted with Notre Dame baseball broadcasts in 2002 and ‘03 and has contributed as both a
color commentator and play-by-play announcer during the past three Notre Dame’s women's basketball seasons.

Color commentary duties also will be shared by ninth-year Notre Dame baseball sports information director Pete LaFleur, in
addition to an assortment of special guests
throughout the season.

The tentative schedule will place the majority
of the broadcasts on ESPN Radio 1620 (WDND).
Listeners are advised to consult the official Notre
Dame website (www.und.com) for any alter-
ations to the broadcast details that may occur
during the 2005 season.

The Notre Dame Baseball
Show, with Paul Mainieri

For the 11th consecutive season in 2005, WHME
television will broadcast Notre Dame Baseball
with Paul Mainieri. The show will air in South
Bend on Saturday nights at 6:30 p.m. EST on
WHME-TV (channel 46).

Beginning in early April, WHME on-air person-
alities will be joined by Notre Dame head base-
ball coach Paul Mainieri to take a look at
highlights from the previous week’s competition
while previewing upcoming games – with the
shows continuing for the duration of Notre
Dame’s season.

Features also include individual player pro-
files, special in-studio guests and a look behind
the scenes at Irish baseball. Notre Dame Baseball
can be accessed via satellite on Saturdays at
11:00 a.m. EST at Galaxy 6, Transponder 15 (the
World Harvest network). Andy Greathouse will
serve as the show’s producer.

Craig Wallin (pictured) and Bob Nagle serve as hosts for the
Notre Dame Baseball show, which is available via satellite at
Galaxy 6, Transponder 15 (aired on Saturdays at 6:30 p.m.
EST). Irish players, such as 2000 graduate Matt Nussbaum
(pictured), are regular guests on the show.

Shawn Lewallen (left) and Sean Stires.
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Media Following the Irish

Television
WNDU-TV (NBC) 

(Jeff Jeffers/Jack Nolan)
P.O. Box 1616
South Bend, IN  46634
(574) 631-1616/1240/1245  
Fax (574) 631-2916

WSBT-TV/Radio (CBS)
(Charlie Adams/Greg Carroll)

300 West Jefferson
South Bend, IN  46601
(574) 233-3141
Fax (574) 288-6630

WSJV-TV (FOX)
(Dean Huppert/Allison Hayes)

59096 County Road 7 South
Elkhart, IN  46514
(574) 679-4545 or 293-9227
Fax (574) 294-1324

Radio
ESPN Radio WDND

(1620 AM)
(Sean Stires)

3371 Cleveland Rd. Ext., Ste. 310
South Bend, IN 46628
(574) 273-9300
Fax (574) 273-9090

WHME TV (Chuck Freeby)
61300 Ironwood Road
South Bend, IN 46625
(574) 291-8200
Fax (574) 291-9403

University/Conference
Notre Dame Sports

Information
(Pete LaFleur)

lafleur.4@nd.edu
www.und.com
112 Joyce Center - 2nd Floor
Notre Dame, IN  46556-5678
(574) 631-7516
Fax (574) 631-7941

BIG EAST Conference
Office 
(Jon Gust)

jgust@bigeast.org
www.bigeast.org 
56 Exchange Terrace
Providence, RI  02903
(401) 272-9108
Fax (401) 751-8540

Official College 
Sports Network
(Alan Wasielewski)

wasielewski.3@nd.edu
112 Joyce Center
Notre Dame, IN 46556
(574) 631-7516
(760) 431-8221 (Carlsbad, Calif.)

South Bend Tribune 
(Bill Bilinski/Forrest Miller)

225 West Colfax Avenue
South Bend, IN  46626
(574) 235-6161/6316/6331  
Fax (574) 235-6091

Associated Press 
(Tom Coyne)

South Bend Tribune Building
225 West Colfax Avenue
South Bend, IN  46626
(574) 288-1649  
Fax (574) 236-1765

Irish Sports Report
(Eric Hansen)

225 West Colfax Avenue
South Bend, IN  46626
(574) 235-6470  
Fax (574) 239-2646

Blue & Gold Illustrated 
(Tim Prister/Louie Somogyi)

1605 North Home
Mishawaka, IN  46545
(574) 255-9800
Fax (574) 255-9700

Notre Dame Observer 
LaFortune Student Center
Notre Dame, IN  46556
(574) 631-7471  
Fax (574) 631-6927

Notre Dame Scholastic 
LaFortune Student Center
Notre Dame, IN  46556
(574) 631-7569
Fax (574) 631-9648

Print Media
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Orlando, Florida
2/16 American #1582

Chicago O’Hare – Orlando (6:24 p.m. – 10:02 p.m.)

Holiday Inn Select – UCF
12125 High Tech Avenue
Orlando, FL 32817

2/18 vs. Florida A&M (1:00 p.m., at UCF)

2/19 at Central Florida (1:00 p.m.)

2/19 vs. Florida A&M (5:00 p.m., at UCF)

2/20 at Central Florida (1:00 p.m.)

2/20 American #733
Orlando – Chicago O’Hare – (8:10 p.m. – 9:54 p.m.)

Mesa, Arizona
2/24 American #1423

Chicago O’Hare – Phoeniz (3:45 p.m. – 8:45 p.m.)

Phoenix Marriott Mesa
200 North Centennial Way
Phoenix, AZ  85201

2/26 vs. Dayton (noon doubleheader)

2/27 vs. Dayton (10:00 a.m.)

2/27 American #650
Phoeniz – Chicago O’Hare (4:27 p.m. – 8:45 p.m.)

Round Rock & San Antonio, Texas
3/4 American #1217

Chicago O’Hare – Austin (7:06 p.m. – 9:54p.m.)

Wingate Inn
1209 N I 35
Round Rock, TX 78664

3/5 vs. Texas A&M (7:00)

3/6 vs. Rice (6:00)

3/7 vs. Texas State (3:30)

3/8 Travel by chartered bus to San Antonio

Players sytay with host families

Staff hotel TBA

3/9 vs. Texas-San Antonio (7:15)

3/10 vs. Southwest Missouri State (1:30)

3/11 vs. Oral Roberts (1:30)

3/12 Championship/Consolation (1:30/5:30)

3/13 American #2276
San Antonio – Chicago O’Hare (8:08 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.)

Evansville, Indiana
3/16 Travel by chartered bus to Evansville

Comfort Inn
8331 East Walnut
Evansville, IN 47715

3/17 vs. Northern Illinois (3:00 p.m.)

3/18 at Evansville (6:00 p.m.)

3/19 vs. South Dakota State (noon)

3/19 Return by chartered bus to South Bend

Piscataway, New Jersey
4/1 American #1914

Chicago O’Hare – Newark (7:59 p.m. – 11:02 p.m.)

Radisson
21 Kingsbridge Road
Piscataway, NJ  08854

4/2 at Rutgers (noon doubleheader)

4/3 at Rutgers (noon)

4/3 American #1335
Newark – Chicago O’Hare (8:17 p.m. – 9:39 p.m.)

Brockton, Massachusetts
4/8 American #1828

Chicago O’Hare – Providence (7:47 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.)

Courtyard By Marriott
200 Technology Center Drive
Stoughton, MA  02072

4/9 vs. Boston College (2:00 doubleheader)

4/10 vs. Boston College (noon)

4/10 American #607
Providence – Chicago O’Hare (5:21 p.m. – 6:59 p.m.)

Jamaica, New York
5/6 United #836

Chicago O’Hare – NY LaGuardia (8:45 p.m. – 11:41 p.m.)

Crown Plaza Hotel – LaGuardia Airport
104-04 Ditmars Boulevard
East Elmhurst, NY 11369 

5/7 at St. John’s (noon doubleheader)

5/8 at St. John’s (noon)

5/8 United #697
NY LaGuardia – Chicago O’Hare (8:00 p.m. – 9:27 p.m.)

Comstock Park, Michigan
5/11 Travel by chartered bus to and from Fifth 

Third Park

5/11 vs. Michigan (7:00 p.m.)

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
5/13 Travel by chartered bus to Pittsburgh

Westin Hotel
1000 Penn Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA  15222 

5/14 at Pittsburgh (noon doubleheader)

5/15 at Pittsburgh (noon)

5/15 Return to campus by chartered bus 

Road Phone Directory

Orlando, Florida

Hotel Phone ..................................(407) 275-9000 
Hotel Fax........................................(407) 273-6699 
SID Offfice ..................................(407) 381-00019 
Press Box........................................(407) 823-4487

Mesa, Arizona

Hotel Phone ..................................(480) 464-5026
Hotel Fax........................................(480) 964-9279 
Stadium Offfice............................(480) 668-0050 
Ticket Office ................................ (480) 964-4467

Round Rock, Texas

Hotel Phone ..................................(512) 341-7000
Hotel Fax........................................(512) 341-7011
Ticket Offfice................................(512)  255-2255
Press Box........................................(512) 238-2261 

San Antonio, Texas

Hotel Phone ....................................................TBA
Hotel Fax ........................................................TBA 
Ticket Offfice ................................(210) 207-3750
Press Box........................................(210) 675-0341

Evansville, Indiana

Hotel Phone ..................................(812) 476-3600 
Hotel Fax........................................(812) 476-3648 
SID Offfice......................................(812) 479-2587
Press Box........................................(812) 753-8094 

Piscataway, New Jersey

Hotel Phone ..................................(732) 980-0400
Hotel Fax........................................(732) 980-9655  
SID Offfice ............................(732) 445-4200/7884 
Press Box........................................(732) 445-4200 

Brockton, Massachusetts (BC)

Hotel Phone ..................................(781) 297-7000 
Hotel Fax........................................(781) 297-7025 

Jamaica, New York 

Hotel Phone ..................................(718) 457-6300 
Hotel Fax........................................(718) 899-9768
SID Offfice......................................(718) 990-1521 
Press Box........................................(718) 990-6057 

Comstock Park, Michigan

Ticket Offfice ................................(616) 784-4131
Press Box........................................(616) 784-2870

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Hotel Phone ..................................(412) 281-3700
Hotel Fax........................................(412) 227-4500 
SID Offfice ............................(412) 648-8240/8244
Press Box ................................................................


