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A Message from the
Director of Athletics

The commitment that all of us at the University of Notre
Dame make toward our athletics program is not one anyone
takes lightly.

We’re committed to giving every program the ability to com-
pete for a spot among the best in the country in each of those
26 different sports. That takes into account coaching, facili-
ties, support staff, recruiting, scheduling and so much more.

When we say we want to be the best in all of those sports,
that’s saying something. Certainly the successes we’ve seen
on the fields of competition in recent years have sent a
message that we’re serious about being not just good, but
great. Actually, that’s the way everything at Notre Dame is
approached.

With that said—and considering the expectation levels we
deal with game to game and season to season—some of
the achievements of our athletes and programs have been
remarkable.

In hockey, for example, before this past season, Notre

Dame never had finished higher than fourth in the Central
Collegiate Hockey Association standings. In only the second
season under 2006-07 national coach of the year Jeff Jackson,
his Irish squad won the CCHA regular-season title. Then,
they won the CCHA Tournament title. They spent five weeks
ranked number one nationally—and they won an NCAA
Tournament game for the first time in the program’s history
on the way to a team-record 32 wins, most in the country. It

Notre Dame’s Student-Athlete Advisory Council includes representatives from
all 26 varsity teams, plus the cheerleading and student manager programs.




was far and away the best season in the history of the sport at
Notre Dame.

In the sport of soccer, Notre Dame’s men’s and women'’s
teams have established themselves as maybe the best combi-
nation nationally—with the women finishing as the NCAA
runnerup in 2006 and the men advancing to the NCAA
quarterfinals (their best finish ever). Notre Dame became

the first school to produce the national player of the year in
both men’s and women'’s soccer in 2006, as Kerri Hanks and
Joseph Lapira both received the prestigious Hermann Trophy
for their respective sports. The same dual success came true
in tennis, as both teams finished in the top seven nationally,
with the women advancing to the NCAA quarterfinals and the
men to the round-of-16.

Off the field, we had three student-athletes selected for NCAA
post-graduate scholarships, the most at Notre Dame since
1975. Ten more Academic All-America selections were added
to the list—and the American Football Coaches Association
presented Notre Dame with its Academic Achievement Award
based on our football graduation rate.

In addition, we’ve had plenty of exciting news on the athletics
facilities front, including ground breaking for our new soft-
ball stadium—with more to come. We also celebrated the 35th
anniversary of women’s athletics on our campus.

All of this suggests that, despite all of our past achievements,
there always are new mountains to climb. It’s truly exciting to
watch our student-athletes attempt to scale those heights on a
day-to-day basis.

Whatever your involvement with Notre Dame athletics, we
thank you for your support—and for coming along for the ride.

God bless—and Go Irish!
Kevin White
Director of Athletics
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The Notre Dame

Athletics Challenge:

26 Sports, Academics, Compliance, Financials

Notre Dame athletics director Kevin
White readily admits he struggles
to remember the birthdays of all his
family members.

On the other hand, he recalls his
connections with Notre Dame like
they happened yesterday.

White remembers sitting in a
conference room at the O’Hare Hilton
Hotel in Chicago at the end of a
two-hour formal interview session
with some 20 University officers,
trustees and others as he was
considered for the Notre Dame
athletics director position. He has

no difficulty remembering the date
—March 12, 2000.

As the session drew to a close, Pat
McCartan, the incoming chairman of
the Board of Trustees, asked White if
he had any questions. White paused,
and then replied, “If | were fortunate
enough be invited to become the
Notre Dame athletics director, what’s
the bottom line? What are your
expectations for this position?”

After another pause, then-University
president Father Monk Malloy raised

his hand and said, “Kevin, it’s really
very simple.

“First, we need to get our football
program back to the pinnacle. We've
been there before, we know we can get
there again, and it’s very important to
just about every constituency involved
with the University. Second, we have
25 other sports and we’d like to think
we can be pretty good, if not great, in
most if not all of them. We'd like to
think we can win a couple of national
championships in those other sports
every year or two.

“Then, there’s compliance, and we’re
not interested in having any hiccups

in that area. We expect you to make
sure everyone adheres to not only the
letter but also the spirit of NCAA rules.
We also think our program is set up

in such a way that athletics not only is
capable of holding its own financially,
but also contributing significant
amounts back to the University at
large. Then, there are graduation rates,
and that’s an area that’s really non-
negotiable. We don’t see any reason
why every student-athlete who comes to
Notre Dame can’t receive a degree.

“And beyond that, Kevin, you can do
whatever you want.”

That story almost always draws a laugh
—yet, to White, it actually illustrates
how high the bar already had been set
when he arrived.

When introduced at a press
conference a few days later, Notre
Dame’s new athletics director talked
openly of his goal to have all 26 sports
capable of becoming top-five or
top-10 national teams. Though
previous athletics administrations had
made headway in that area, it might
have been the first time anyone had
talked so optimistically about across-
the-board success.

Irish coaches in attendance that

day came away impressed and
exhilarated—and White then set about
finding ways to make headway relative
to achieving those objectives.

In football, he emphasized the need
for an upgrade in facilities—not in
terms of recently expanded Notre
Dame Stadium, but instead with
regard to everyday endeavors. White
also commissioned a delegation from

athletics and other areas of campus
to take a weeklong national tour of
athletics facilities at other major
institutions. The idea was to make sure
all involved understood exactly what
the Irish programs were competing
against in recruiting when it came
to game facilities, practice facilities,
locker rooms, team rooms and other
areas where student-athletes might
spend time.

What came out of that trip was a 10-
year master plan for facilities—with
the first phase that came to fruition
being the Guglielmino Athletics
Complex that opened in 2005 and
houses the football program offices,
locker rooms and training room, plus
an athletics strength and conditioning
area that was doubled in size. “The
Gug” is connected to the Loftus
Center, where the Irish practice
indoors. White had sought a dedicated,
state-of-the art football facility that
would make Notre Dame competitive
in that area with other top programs—
and he got it.

The hiring of Charlie Weis—and the
solid staff that came with him—put



the football coaching pieces in place.
Notre Dame now is completing a
number of future schedules that will
include a series of “off-site” home
games in locales such as Texas and
Florida beginning in 2009, plus
seven home games per year in Notre
Dame Stadium and three games per
season versus BIG EAST Conference
opponents beginning in 2011.

The facilities plan also has produced

a new indoor golf building that opened
in 2006, the Robert and Marilyn Rolfs
Family All-Season Golf Facility. Other
facility plans announced in the past
year include: renovation of the Joyce
Center Arena (to be named Purcell
Pavilion, based on the leadership gift
from alumnus and Trustee Philip J.
Purcell 111); a lead gift for a men’s lacrosse
stadium (from alumnus John Arlotta
and his wife, Bobbie); and the ground-
breaking for a new softball facility to be
named Melissa Cook Stadium (based
on a gift from Linda and Paul Demo,
parents of deceased former Irish
softball player Melissa Cook).

Fundraising is ongoing for an upgrade
to the Joyce Center Fieldhouse where
the hockey team plays (including
upgrades to the fencing facilities),
three other new stadiums, for outdoor
track and field, soccer and tennis; an
addition to the Eck Tennis Pavilion;

a new rowing boathouse on the St.
Joseph River; and realigned practice
fields for football, including one
artificial turf field.

Meanwhile, White has put most Irish
head coaches on multi-year contracts
and—thanks to a four-year program
that added 64 scholarships—all 26
Notre Dame sports now operate

with the full NCAA complement of
grants-in-aid.

“We've looked at the elements that are
specific to each sport and then tried to
put the pieces in place to enable every
one of those teams to compete at the
highest level,” said White.

“The key is constantly being focused on
our goal of making the student-athlete
experience second-to-none. If every one
of our athletes leaves Notre Dame after
four years having had a tremendous
experience on and off the field, then we
are headed in the right direction.

“Young people are going to analyze
our program to see if it provides

all the things they want in terms of
facilities, coaches, support services
and all the other elements that go into
an athletics program—in addition to
the tremendous academic foundation
that Notre Dame provides. We are
working every day to do the best job
we can in terms of our commitment
to the overall personal growth of our
student-athletes.”

That commitment translated to a
program-best sixth-place finish in
the 2005-06 NACDA Cup all-sports
competition. More recently, Notre
Dame’s hockey program had the best
season in the program’s history—
winning the 2007 CCHA

regular-season and tournament titles
and ranking number one in the
national polls.

Notre Dame student-athletes have
achieved at record levels in the
classroom under White’s watch,

with all 26 programs topping the

3.0 level in cumulative grade-point
average. Notre Dame continues to
rank at or near the top of the various
graduation rate surveys and the Irish
have produced record numbers of All-
Americans, Academic All-Americans,
BIG EAST titles and NCAA postseason
appearances in recent seasons.

Ongoing challenges for athletics at
Notre Dame include: 1.) creating the
optimum balance between athletics
and academics; 2.) navigating the
compliance area; and 3.) making the
economics work in an environment
in which it has become increasingly
difficult to make a major Division I-A
athletics program pay for itself.
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Opportunities involve: 1.) maximizing
the student-athlete experience; 2.)
dealing with the challenges of more
than 250 full-time employees in the
athletics department; 3.) working within
the politics of the campus, NCAA, BIG
EAST Conference, Bowl Championship
Series and various media partners; 4.)
marshalling the athletics resources

and utilizing them in the appropriate
manners; and 5.) ensuring that coaches
and athletes are able to work and
compete in top-level facilities.

“We aren’'t where we want to be with
every one of our programs—»but we’re
making headway,” said White.

“Our goal is for Notre Dame to be
viewed as the premier athletic program
when it comes to competition on the
field of play as well as all the other off-
the-field aspects.

“We have many pieces of that puzzle in
play—and we’re not far away from all
of them falling into place.”




University of Notre Dame

Athletics 2006-07

Notre Dame Posts Ninth Straight Top 25 Finish
in Directors’ Cup All-Sports Competition

Notre Dame’s continuing quest for excellence among its student-
athlete population remains a multi-tiered endeavor—going beyond
simple wins, losses and championships, instead stretching those
standards of excellence out into the realms of high-end academic
achievement and meaningful community service programs.
Throughout all of the facets that now go into being a Notre Dame
student-athlete, the level of excellence is one that is founded on a
tradition of integrity and the “Fighting Irish” spirit.

Notre Dame finished 22nd in the 2006-07 United States Sports Academy Division |
Directors’ Cup all-sports competition, sponsored by the National Association of
Collegiate Directors of Athletics (formerly known as Sears Directors’ Cup). Notre Dame
now has finished among the top 25 in each of nine straight years and is one of 16 schools
in the nation to finish in the top 25 every year since 1998-99.

Notre Dame’s top point producers in the 2006-07 Directors’ Cup
competition (see pp. 40-41) included an NCAA runner-up finish
by women'’s soccer (90 points); a fourth-place finish in the NCAA

Top 25 Directors’ Cup
Finishes Every Year

combined men’s and women'’s fencing competition (80 total
points); a best-ever NCAA quarterfinal showing in men’s soccer
and a similar final-eight finish in women'’s tennis (73 points each).
Four other Notre Dame teams contributed 50-plus points to the
Directors’ Cup total: men’s tennis (64 points; NCAA round-of-16),
hockey (60 points; quarterfinals), football (55 points; 19th-place
finish in coaches’ poll) and women'’s basketball (50 points; second
round/final-32).

The Irish also received 47 points in women’s swimming and diving
(27th-place NCAA finish), plus 37.5 in softball (regional participant/
final 48) and 36 in men’s cross country (19th-place finish). A total
of 18 Notre Dame teams scored points in the 2006-07 Directors’
Cup, rounded out by seven that earned between 5 and 25 points
(volleyball, men’s basketball, men’s lacrosse, women’s rowing,
men’s indoor—and outdoor—track and field, and women’s outdoor
track and field).

The Irish ended the 2006 fall semester ranked 10th in the Directors’
Cup standings before adding 267 points in the winter, more than
doubling Notre Dame’s total (125) from the 2005-06 winter season.
The final placing of 22nd made Notre Dame one of 16 schools that
have finished in the Directors’ Cup top 25 every year since 1999.

from 1999-2007

Arizona
Arizona State
California
Florida
Georgia
Louisiana State
Michigan

Minnesota
North Carolina
Notre Dame
Ohio State
Penn State
Stanford

Texas

UCLA

usc




poll position

21

Notre Dame sent its teams and individual athletes on to the stage of national
postseason competition at a steady rate in 2006-07, as student-athletes from 21 of the
26 teams competed in the NCAA tournament (or, in the case of football, a postseason
bowl game). Top finishes included an NCAA runner-up showing by the Irish women’s
soccer team and a fourth-place finish in the NCAA combined men’s and women’s
fencing championship—plus three teams that advanced to the NCAA quarterfinals
(men’s soccer, hockey and women’s tennis).

Conference
Championship
Teams

Notre Dame’s 26 varsity programs include 21 that compete in the BIG EAST
Conference, with other teams competing in the Central Collegiate Hockey
Association (CCHA), the Great Western Lacrosse League (GWLL, for men/
women in BIG EAST) and the Midwest Fencing Conference (MFC)—plus
football’s status as an independent. Notre Dame teams combined to win eight
conference titles in 2006-07, including six in the BIG EAST and the CCHA and
GWLL 2007 titles.

Notre Dame now has totaled 86 BIG EAST team championships during 12
years in the conference (an average of 7.2 titles per year), led by nine different
teams with five-plus titles. Among the teams that won BIG EAST titles in 2006-
07, the women’s swimming and diving program claimed the conference crown
for the 11th straight year (the longest streak in BIG EAST history, by any sport)
while the women’s soccer team captured its ninth BIG EAST tournament title
and the men’s tennis team won the BIG EAST for the sixth time. Other teams
that won BIG EAST titles in 2006-07 included women’s rowing (the program’s
fourth top finish) and two of the Irish track-and-field teams: men’s indoor
(third all-time title) and the women’s outdoor team, which brought home its
first championship trophy.

A total of 17 Notre Dame teams finished as either the conference champion (8)
or runner-up (9) in 2006-07, with the teams that placed second including seven
in the BIG EAST—volleyball, men’s swimming and diving, women’s indoor
track and field, women’s tennis, men’s golf, women’s golf and softball—plus
the men’s and women'’s fencing teams in the MFC. Three other teams (both
cross country squads and men’s outdoor track and field) turned in third-place
BIG EAST finishes, meaning that 20 Notre Dame programs finished first
through third in 2006-07 conference competition (of the 25 Notre Dame teams
that compete in conferences).

Among the sports that compete in both regular-season and postseason
conference action, Notre Dame swept the BIG EAST women’s soccer team
trophies and duplicated the feat in hockey (no previous Irish hockey team had
won any type of conference title).



academic excellence (seepp. 1217

* 65.8 percent (444 of 675) of all Notre Dame : ¢ 18 of 22 teams (men’s and women'’s cross percent GSR scores (.772; 17 of 22) while « Eight different Notre Dame varsity programs
student-athletes posted a 3.00 grade-point country are counted with track during the Notre Dame’s overall 98 GSR rating trailed compiled “actualized” team GPAs of 3.20
average or better during the 2006 fall spring semester) then had a semester GPA only the United States Naval Academy (99). or higher in 2006-07 (combining both
semester. over 3.00 in the spring of 2007, as part of a ) semesters), with those teams including

3.18 overall GPA for the athletics department  *All 26 athletic programs at Notre Dame volleyball (3.33), women's cross country/

* 67.1 percent (431 of 642) of all Notre Dame in the most recently completed semester. also exceeded the NCAA's Academic track (3.32), hockey (3.31), women'’s tennis
student-athletes then had a 3.00 GPA or Performance Rate (APR) standards, with (3.31), women’s rowing (3.29), men’s fencing
better during the 2007 spring semester. * Notre Dame saw 17 of 22 teams (cross nine Irish teams (second-most among (3.28), women’s soccer (3.25) and women’s

) country and track teams are merged) D-IA football schools) earning perfect lacrosse (3.20).

* 22 of 24 teams (indoor/outdoor track and compile graduation rates of 100 percent 1,000 scores, in the third annual report
field are grouped together for each gender) and none were below 90 percent, based issued in May of 2007. The APR uses a
registered a semester GPA of better than on the Graduation Success Rate (GSR) first series of formulas related to student-athlete
3.00in the 2006 fall semester. The athletics  geyeloped by the NCAA in 2005. Among eligibility and retention to measure
department’s combined semester GPA of the 119 NCAA Division I-A football-playing academic performance.

3.15 for the 2006 fall term is among the institutions, Notre Dame had the second-
best in recorded history (dating back to the highest percentage of its sports with 100
late 1980s).

Student-athletes completed more than 4,000 hours of community service—nearly doubling the
volunteer hours from the previous year—during the 2006-07 academic year, with those efforts
assisting some 50 nonprofit organizations and schools. Notre Dame also was named to the
National Consortium on Academics and Sports Outreach Community Service Honor Roll for the
fourth time in the past five years.

t). jindra leadership profile

+ Notre Dame Athletics 2007 Byron Kanaley * Notre Dame Hockey Lefty Smith Award
Hockey Award (team spirit/inspiration) recipient (“unsung hero”)

Center/Right Wing + Two-year team captain * Notre Dame Athletics Leadership Institute

Class of 2007 - Leader of 2006-07 squad that was ranked participant
Faribault. Minn. number one, won CCHA title and set team - 12 goals, 34 assists in 150 career games played
record for wins (32)

“l can’t even begin to describe what a special place the University of Notre Dame truly is. Without a doubt, being a
student-athlete at Notre Dame was the best four years of my life. The people you meet there and the experiences
you have are nothing short of incredible. I only wish more people in this world could experience Notre Dame and
everything it has to offer. It truly is an extraordinary place. | always knew going into Notre Dame that | would be a
student-athlete for four years—but | now realize when you graduate from this university, you’re part of Notre Dame
for the rest of your life.”




Staffing Honors (see pp. 48-51)

CONFERENCE COACHING HONORS

Notre Dame coaches combined to collect nine
conference coach-of-the-year honors during
the 2006-07 academic year. Four of those
honors came during the winter season, as
Mike Brey (men'’s basketball), Carrie Nixon
(women’s swimming) and Caiming Xie (men’s
diving) each were named BIG EAST coach

of the year in their respective sports while

Jeff Jackson was tabbed as the top coach in
the Central Collegiate Hockey Association
during the 2006-07 season, in addition to
taking home several national coach-of-the-
year honors. Joe Piane once again led two
track-and-field staffs that were honored by the
BIG EAST in 2007, during the men’s indoor
season (winter) and the women’s outdoor
season (spring). The women’s track-and-field
staff includes Tim Connelly as coach of the
distance runners while John Millar (sprints),
Scott Winsor (jumps) and B.J. Linnenbrink
(throws) serve as coaches on both the men’s
and women's staffs. Notre Dame’s three other
conference coaching honorees from the 2007
spring season included Kevin Corrigan (Great
Western Lacrosse League), Bob Bayliss (men’s
tennis/BIG EAST) and Martin Stone (women’s
rowing/BIG EAST), along with his staff
members Joe Schlosberg and Marnie Stahl.

TRAINING GROUND FOR FUTURE
COACHING LEADERS (see p. 50)

An assortment of 15 Notre Dame assistant
coaches have become Division | head coaches
in their respective sports since the conclusion
of the 2001-02 seasons (including 11 in

the past three years alone). Most recently,
former Irish basketball player/assistant

coach Coquese Washington was named head
women’s basketball coach at Penn State (in
April of 2007). The 15 former Notre Dame

assistants who have departed since 2002 to
run their own Division | programs include
three in women'’s basketball and two each

in baseball and men’s tennis, plus women’s
tennis, volleyball, men’s soccer, men’s/
women’s fencing, women’s rowing, women'’s
swimming and diving, women’s soccer and
men’s basketball.

DIRECTOR OF THE DIRECTORS

Notre Dame athletics director Kevin White will
serve as president of the National Association
of Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NACDA)
during 2007-08. White officially rotated into
his yearlong tour of duty on June 10, 2007.
The fellow athletics administrators who will
be assisting White in 2007-08 include first
vice president Joan Cronin (Tennessee),
second vice president Randy Spetman (Utah
State) and third vice president David Roach
(Colgate). NACDA has a membership of more
than 6,100 individuals from some 1,600
institutions throughout North America.
Members include athletics directors,
associate and assistant athletics directors,
conference commissioners and affiliated
individuals or corporations. White originally
entered the NACDA officer rotation beginning
with the 2004-05 academic year, when he
was elected third vice president. He earlier
served as president of the Division I-A Athletic
Directors Association in 2005-06, after
working his way through the officers’ rotation
in that prestigious organization.

FACILITY UPGRADES (see pp. 22-27)

In order to be a model department in intercollegiate athletics, Notre Dame must
compete with its peers in two crucial areas: endowed and expendable financial aid
(see pp. 56-57) that helps to attract exceptional student-athletes; and state-of-the-
art facilities to be used for varsity practice and competition. To help meet these

two primary needs, approximately $84 million in athletics priorities—including
$68.5 million designated for new athletics facilities—are part of Notre Dame’s
recently announced new development campaign, Spirit of Notre Dame. The 2006-

07 academic year featured groundbreaking on the Robert and Marilyn Rolfs Family
All-Season Golf Facility and the Melissa Cook Softball Stadium. Plans also formally
were announced for a renovation to the Joyce Center Fieldhouse—courtesy of a lead
gift from former Notre Dame Trustee Philip Purcell, with additional funding from
fellow Notre Dame alum Vince Naimoli. Later in the 2006-07 academic year, another
major announcement heralded the lead gift from alumnus John Arlotta to finance the
Arlotta Lacrosse Stadium.

Several other projects have been planed to help bring all of Notre Dame’s varsity
programs into state-of-the-art settings for their practices and competition.
Construction for any of these additional projects will begin once they are fully funded
and designed. Proposed future projects include a renovation to the Joyce Center
Fieldhouse/north dome (which houses the hockey and fencing teams), a new soccer
stadium, a new track-and-field stadium, enhancements to the existing indoor and
outdoor tennis facilities, a new rowing boathouse, and the addition of artificial turf
practice fields (to be used by various varsity teams).

FINANCIAL PLANNING (see pp. 28-31)

During the past seven years, the Notre Dame athletics department has generated
an average net revenue of $16 million per year, with those funds annually transferred
to offset other University expenses. All Notre Dame students also benefit from the
football television contact with NBC Sports. Dating back to 1991, the NBC contract
has provided financial aid to 2,182 Notre Dame undergraduates (most of them non-
athletes), totaling nearly $25 million.

RECORD CROWDS (see pp. 28-31)

Notre Dame’s varsity teams that regularly track attendance included two—women'’s
soccer (1,901; fourth-best in the nation) and volleyball (1,849; 13th nationally)—

that ended their 2006-07 seasons with record-setting average home attendance
numbers. Notre Dame’s historic hockey season included 11 sellout crowds (equaling
the total from the four previous seasons combined) while record single-game
attendance numbers were set in women'’s soccer (3,168) and baseball (3,927). For
the second straight year, Notre Dame also witnessed the most fans (51,852) ever to
attend the Blue-Gold football intrasquad scrimmage (spring of 2007). That record-
setting interest rolled over to 2007-08, as the Notre Dame ticket office again sorted
through applications that produced some of the highest-requested games in the
history of the alumni football ticket lottery.



all-americans...... academic

Notre Dame student-athletes combined for 32 All-America honors Notre Dame’s 10 honorees in the official ESPN The Magazine/CoSIDA
(spanning 15 sports) in 2006-07, with those performers including six men’s Academic All-America program during 2006-07 marked the third time the
fencers and three each from football, women’s fencing and men’s outdoor Irish have produced double-digit Academic All-Americans in one academic
track and field, plus two from each of the following sports: men’s soccer, year. The Academic All-Americans in 2006-07 came from eight different
women’s soccer, men’s indoor track and field, women’s lacrosse, women’s sports, including two from women’s cross country/track and two from men’s
rowing and women’s tennis. Notre Dame’s 2006-07 All-Americans also cross country/track, plus football, women’s soccer, men’s swimming, baseball,
included honorees from men’s cross country, women’s swimming, hockey, softball and women'’s lacrosse. Notre Dame’s impressive—and unprecedented—
men’s tennis and women'’s outdoor track and field. The past two years total of 24 Academic All-Americans over the past two years include honorees
combined have featured Notre Dame All-Americans from 21 sports (those from 14 different sports (those listed above, plus men’s soccer, volleyball,
above, plus volleyball, women'’s cross country, women’s indoor track and women'’s basketball and men’s basketball).

field, baseball, softball and men’s lacrosse).
Notre Dame in 2006-07 also produced three recipients of the NCAA

. LN Postgraduate Scholarship: swimmer Ted Brown, softball centerfielder
Stephanie Brown and sprinter Maryann Erigha. It marked just the third time—
and first since the mid-1970s—that three student-athletes from Notre Dame
have received the prestigious postgrad honor.

/ \" DOUBLE-DOUBLE DISTINCTION The Notre Dame track and field program
'y continued its tradition of producing outstanding student-athletes, as middle-
distance specialist Thomas Chamney and steeplechase standout Todd Ptacek
both received Academic All-America honors, to go along with their respective
All-America honors earned earlier in 2007. Chamney became the 10th individual
from any Notre Dame varsity team to repeat the double honor of receiving All-
America and Academic All-America honors in the same academic year (he also
did so in 2005-06). Ptacek joined Chamney in earning both honors during the
2007 track season, as they became just the sixth set of teammates from any Notre

L
o Dame team to each pull off the double distinction in the same year.

Notre Dame Celebrates 35-Year Anniversary of Women’s Athletics

Notre Dame celebrated 35 years of women'’s athletics during the weekend of April 27-29, 2007, with the
Monogram Club serving as the primary sponsor and organizer of the historic event. More than 100 former
Notre Dame women'’s athletes attended the weekend celebration, which included a Friday-night dinner at the
home of athletics director Kevin White, athletic events on Saturday (such as a nine-hole tournament at Warren

Golf Course and a 5-K run), sport-specific social events, and the concluding Mass and Sunday brunch that
were held in the Joyce Center Arena. The Mass took on added significance for those in attendance, as current
University president Rev. John I. Jenkins, C.S.C., was joined by his predecessors—Rev. Theodore Hesburgh,
C.S.C., and Rev. Edward “Monk” Malloy, C.S.C.—as the concelebrants.
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Best of the Best (in 2006-07)

Women'’s soccer player Kerri Hanks
and men’s soccer player Joseph
Lapira both received the prestigious
M.A.C. Hermann Trophy,
recognizing each as the nation’s
top player in their respective
sports. It was the first time players
from the same school had swept
the Hermann Trophy and Hanks
became the youngest player (from
either gender) ever to be honored
with the prestigious award.

Hanks—the third Notre Dame
women’s soccer player ever to
receive the Hermann—had a
historic sophomore campaign that
saw her join former University of
North Carolina great Mia Hamm
as the only players ever to end the
season as the national leader in
both goals (22) and assists (22).
Now the owner of 47 Notre Dame
records, Hanks will enter the 2007
season with 137 career points (50G-
37A) that represents the third-best
freshman/sophomore point total

in 25 years of Division | women’s
soccer. In addition to receiving the
Hermann Trophy, she was one of
five nominees for an ESPN “ESPY”
award, in the category of “best
female college athlete.” Lapira
became the first Notre Dame men’s
soccer player ever to earn the
Hermann Trophy, after leading the
nation with 22 goals (second-most
in Notre Dame history). His scoring
binge included five straight two-goal
games and a four-goal outburst

at eighth-ranked Indiana that
spearheaded a 5-4 overtime win.

Distance runner Molly Huddle
became the first Notre Dame
student-athlete ever to collect 10
career All-America honors (three in
cross country, seven in track), after
placing third in the NCAA outdoor
5,000 meters (15:37) for her fourth
All-America finish in that event. One
of 26 Notre Dame student-athletes
ever to be a four-year All-American,
Huddle also was a four-time
Mideast Regional champion in the

5K and swept the BIG EAST 5K and
10K (33:20) races for the second
time in her career—becoming just
the third multiple winner of the BIG
EAST outdoor track MVP award. She
went on to qualify for the USA Track
and Field Championships, in the 5K
and 10K.

Hockey goaltender David Brown
was one of three finalists for the
prestigious Hobey Baker Award
(national player of the year), after
completing his career in dominating
fashion. Brown’s many honors
included being named the Central
Collegiate Hockey Association
player of the year and MVP of the
CCHA Tournament. The first team
All-American set Notre Dame
single-season records for goals-
against avg. (1.58), save pct. (.931)
and wins (30-6-3), with his GAA
and victory totals leading the nation
while his save rate was second-
best. Brown also was named by
U.S. College Hockey Online as

its national player of the year and
received the Lowes Senior CLASS
Award, given to the outstanding

hockey senior student-athlete.
Brown departed Notre Dame with
team records for career GAA (2.32)
and save pct. (.916).

Four-year starting football
quarterback Brady Quinn was one
of three finalists for the Heisman
Trophy (national player of the year).
Quinn received the Maxwell Award
(another player-of-the-year honor)
and the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm
Award (top senior quarterback)
while ending his career with 38
Notre Dame records. The two-time
All-American ranks in the top 10 in
NCAA history for career passing
touchdowns (7th; 95) and passing
yards (10th; 11,742).

Senior swimmer Katie Carroll
wrapped up her stellar career with
an All-America finish in the NCAA
400-meter individual medley (7th,
in 4:12.47; school-record 4:12.02 in
prelims). She added a 12th-place
time in the 200 butterfly (1:58.10;
ND record 1:57.58 in prelims) and
swam on three relays at the NCAAs
(ND-record 7:14.91 in 800 free relay;

13th place). Carroll was named most
outstanding swimmer at the 2007
BIG EAST Championships, after
winning four events and collecting
seven all-BIG EAST honors (her

28 career all-BIG EAST honors are
most in ND history).

Both Notre Dame golf programs
saw their single-season and career
stroke average records broken

by departing seniors. On the
women’s side, Noriko Nakazaki
set the records with a 74.71 season
average and an average of 75.80
strokes for her career. Cole Ishan
similarly broke his own Irish record
for single-season stroke average
(72.71) and also departed with the
top career stroke average (73.76)
in Notre Dame men’s golf history.
Isban is one of just three Notre
Dame men’s golfers since the mid-
1960s who have played in three
NCAA Tournaments while Nakazaki
became the first Notre Dame
women'’s golfer to qualify for the
NCAAs three times.

Other Elite Individuals

Senior sabre fencers Patrick Ghattas
and Valerie Providenza each earned
a rare fourth All-America finish

at the 2007 NCAAs, with Ghattas
reaching the men’s sabre final for the
third straight year while Providenza
made her third career trip to the
semifinals/medal round (1st in '04,
4th in ’05 and '07). Ghattas is one of
just three Notre Dame fencers (male
or female) ever to compete in three
or more NCAA title bouts.

Freshman fencer Kelley Hurley
capped her impressive season

with a runner-up finish in the

NCAA women'’s epee competition.
Hurley—a top candidate for the
2008 U.S. Olympic team—compiled
a 51-4 regular-season record before

winning the Midwest Fencing
Conference (MFC) and NCAA
Midwest Regional epee titles.
Sophomore foilist Adrienne Nott
(3rd) joined Hurley and Providenza
in giving Notre Dame a medal-round
fencer in each women’s weapon.

Notre Dame had all six of its men’s
fencers at the NCAAs earn All-
America honors, a feat matched by
just two previous Irish teams (since
the current format was adopted in
1995). In addition to Ghattas, the
five others who finished among the
top 12 in their weapons included
Bill Thanhouser (6th, sabre), Mark
Kubik (7th, foil), Greg Howard (8th,
epee), Jakub Jedrkowiak (9th, foil)
and Karol Kostka (11th, epee).

The tennis twins duo of Catrina and
Christian Thompson ended the
season as the nation’s 8th-ranked
doubles team, after a 30-10

record that included reaching the
NCAA doubles quarterfinals. The
program’s first doubles tandem ever
to earn All-America honors three
times, the Thompsons compiled

a 102-40 career record that nearly
“doubled” the previous Notre
Dame record for wins by a doubles
pair. Catrina became the third

Irish women'’s tennis player ever to
play in both the NCAA singles and
doubles competition three or more
times and finished the season 31st
in the singles rankings.

Five different Irish men’s track
competitors captured All-America
honors: Kurt Benninger in the

outdoor 1,500 meters (5th place;
3:39.80/2nd in Notre Dame record
book), Thomas Chamney in the
indoor 800 (8th; 1:50.74), Patrick
Smyth in the outdoor 5,000 (9th;
13:55.53), Jake Watson in the
indoor mile (10th; 4:03.97) and
Todd Ptacek in the 3,000-meter
steeplechase (13th; 8:46.78).

Soccer midfielder Jen Buczkowski
earned NSCAA All-America honors
for the third time in her career while
leading a senior class that finished
their career with a 92-8-3 record,
second-best in the nation over

that 2003-06 span. Buczkowski set
the Notre Dame record for career
games played, appearing in all 103
(4th in the NCAA record book).

Football receiver Jeff Samardzija
repeated as a first team All-
American and was one of three
finalists for the Biletnikoff Award
(nation’s top receiver). He finished
with Notre Dame career records for
receptions (179), receiving yards
(2,593) and touchdown receptions
(27) while his single-season bests
of 77 catches and 15 TDs in 2006
are tied for the tops in Notre Dame
history.
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The combined grade-point
average for all student-athletes
in the 2007 spring semester
was one of the highest in the
Notre Dame athletics
department’s recorded history.

Throughout its long and distinguished history, Notre Dame has embraced and never wavered from
its belief that a well-rounded athletics program—including intercollegiate, club and intramural
competition—comprises an integral part of its educational mission. This philosophy reflects the
pursuit of excellence in intercollegiate athletics within the framework of an academic community that
Is committed to the University’s educational and religious objectives.

Academics
eading the Way

Notre Dame student-athletes again combined for outstand-
ing academic achievement during the 2006-07 academic year.
The group of some 650 student-athletes who participated on
the 26 athletic teams combined for a 3.15 cumulative grade-
point average at the end of the 2007 spring semester. Ten
student-athletes received ESPN The Magazine Academic All-
America honors (see p. 15), as selected by the College Sports
Information Directors of America—the third time that Notre
Dame has produced double-digit Academic All-Americans in
one academic year (with 24 over the past two years). Also for
the third time in Notre Dame history (and first time since the
mid-1970s), three Irish student-athletes received the presti-
gious NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship (see p. 14), while 186
were named to the BIG EAST Academic All-Star Team.

During the 2006 fall semester, 65.8 percent (444 of 675) of all
student-athletes had a 3.00 grade-point average or better while
67.1 percent were above the 3.00 mark for the 2007 spring
semester. Notre Dame student-athletes combined for a 3.18
GPA—one of the best in the athletics department’s recorded
history—during the 2007 spring semester, following a similar
showing during the 2006 fall term (3.15).

Seven different Notre Dame teams posted at least one semes-
ter team GPA of 3.30 or higher in the 2006-07 academic
year—Iled by the women'’s volleyball program (3.30 team GPA
in the 2006 fall semester, 3.37 in the spring of '07). The other
top 2006-07 team GPAs all were posted in the spring semes-
ter, by men’s ice hockey (3.35), women'’s cross country/track
(3.35), women'’s tennis (3.34), men’s fencing (3.31), women’s
rowing (3.30) and women'’s soccer (3.30).

Eight different Notre Dame programs compiled “actualized”
team GPAs of 3.20 or higher in 2006-07 (combining both
semesters), with those teams including volleyball (3.33), wom-
en’s cross country/track (3.33), hockey (3.31), women’s tennis
(3.31), rowing (3.29), men’s fencing (3.28), women’s soccer
(3.25) and women’s lacrosse (3.20). At the end of the 2007
spring semester, eight teams similarly had a cumulative team
GPA—spanning all career semesters for 2006-07 team mem-
bers—of 3.20 or higher: women'’s fencing (3.36), volleyball
(3.34), hockey (3.33), women’s soccer (3.32), women'’s cross
country/track (3.30), rowing (3.25), women'’s lacrosse (3.23)
and women'’s tennis (3.22).



Notre Dame Athletics Continues to Rank
Among National Graduation-Rate Leaders

Whether measured by the federal gov-
ernment in its Department of Education
report or by the NCAA through its newer
Graduation Success Rate (GSR) numbers,
graduation rates for Notre Dame student-
athletes continue to rank among the national
leaders in all major categories among all
Division I-A football-playing colleges and
universities, according to statistics released
in 2006-07 by the NCAA. Both the traditional
NCAA graduation rate figures and the GSR
numbers for Notre Dame student-athletes
found that the Irish ranked eighth or better
nationally in five major categories (among
nearly 120 Division I-A football-playing
institutions).

The federally-mandated NCAA Graduation
Rates Report, issued by the association for
the 16th time in 2006, covered students
who enrolled between 1996 and 1999 at all
Division I institutions. The NCAA bases
graduation rates on the raw percentage of
first-year grant-in-aid student-athletes who
entered an institution and graduated within
six years. Students who leave or transfer,
regardless of academic standing, are con-

sidered nongraduates. Using the federal
formula, Notre Dame graduated a four-year
average of 89 percent of its student-athletes,
narrowly behind only Duke (90 percent) and
just ahead of Stanford and Northwestern (88
percent each).

Notre Dame also ranked second among
football-playing Divisions I-A programs in
the GSR, first developed by the NCAA in
2005. The University’s 98-percent overall
GSR for its student-athletes was second only
to the 99 percent of the U.S. Naval Academy,
which is exempt from the federal survey
because it does not offer grants-in-aid to
student-athletes.

The GSR was created to more accurately
reflect actual graduation rates by including
transfer data in the calculation. University
presidents asked the NCAA to develop this
new methodology that takes into account the
mobility among students in today’s higher
education environment.

Among 627 first-year grant-in-aid student-
athletes who completed all four years of ath-
letic eligibility at Notre Dame—spanning a

10-year period of those who enrolled from
1990-91 through 1999-2000—nearly 100 per-
cent (623 of those 627) earned their degrees.

Notre Dame graduated 94 percent of all
women competing in varsity athletics, tying
with Duke (behind only Northwestern’s 95)
among peer institutions based on the federal
calculations. Among men, Notre Dame’s 87-
percent rate also was tops, matching Duke
and Stanford’s 87 percent.

Notre Dame graduated 75 percent of its black
student-athletes, ranking eighth nationally,
and Irish football players graduated at an 84-
percent rate to rank sixth (the national aver-
age in football is 55 percent).

In the GSR standings, Notre Dame finished
second for graduation rate among all student-
athletes at 98 percent (behind only the U.S.
Naval Academy at 99), second for male
student-athletes at 97 percent (behind the
Naval Academy at 99), second for football
players at 95 percent (behind Navy’s 98 and
Boston College’s 96), fourth for black student-
athletes at 91 percent (behind Navy’s 96- and
93-percent rates by Northwestern and Wake
Forest) and fourth for female student-athletes
at 99 percent (Vanderbilt, Northwestern and
Navy finished at 100 percent).

Among the 119 NCAA Division I-A football-
playing institutions, Notre Dame had the
second-highest percentage of its sports with
100-percent GSR scores, with a .772 figure
(17 of 22)—trailing only Navy’s 84.2 percent
(16 of 19) but ahead of Duke (.762; 16/22),
Northwestern (.722; 13/18), SMU (.667;
10/15) and Vanderbilt (.667; 8/12).

In men’s basketball, Notre Dame achieved a
91 GSR rating that ranked fifth behind three
with 100 scores (Navy, Wake Forest and
Florida), plus the U.S. Military Academy (97).
In women'’s basketball, Notre Dame was one
of 16 Division I-A schools to post a 100 GSR
rating.

The national GSR average for 2006 in
Division I-A was 77 percent. In addition to
women’s basketball, the other 16 Notre Dame
programs recording 100 GSR scores were
baseball, men’s hockey, women’s lacrosse,
women'’s rowing, men’s soccer, softball, vol-
leyball, women’s swimming and diving, and
the teams from both genders in fencing, golf,
tennis, and cross country/track and field.
Men’s lacrosse received a 97, women'’s soccer
earned a 94 and men’s golf received a 92—as
all but two Notre Dame programs checked in
with a GSR of 92 or higher.

2006 Nncaa g rad Uatlon rateS repO rt (All data for student-athletes who enrolled between 1996 and 1999; numbers are percentages; comparisons are among all Division-1A football schools)

All Student-Athletes
FEDERAL RATE

Male Student-Athletes
FEDERAL RATE

Black Student-Athletes
FEDERAL RATE

Female Student-Athletes
FEDERAL RATE

Football Student-Athletes
FEDERAL RATE

1. Duke 90 1. Notre Dame 87 1. Northwestern 95 1. Stanford 91 1. Stanford 91

2. Notre Dame 89 Stanford 87 2. Notre Dame 94 Boston College 91 Boston College 91

3. Stanford 88 Duke 87 Duke 94 3. Wake Forest 86 3. Wake Forest 86
Northwestern 88 4. Boston College 85 4. Rice 93 Vanderbilt 86 Vanderbilt 86

5. Boston College 87 5. Northwestern 82 5. Virginia 90 Duke 86 Duke 86

6. Penn State 81 6. Penn State 74 Penn State 90 6. Notre Dame 84 6. Notre Dame 84

Vanderbilt 74
GRADUATION SUCCESS RATE Rice 74 GRADUATION SUCCESS RATE GRADUATION SUCCESS RATE GRADUATION SUCCESS RATE

1. U.S. Naval Academy 99 1. Vanderbilt 100 1. U.S. Naval Academy 98 1. U.S. Naval Academy 98
2. Notre Dame 98 GRADUATION SUCCESS RATE Northwestern 100 2. Boston College 96 2. Boston College 96
3. Duke 97 1. U.S. Naval Academy 99 U.S. Naval Academy 100 3. Notre Dame 95 3. Notre Dame 95
4. Northwestern 96 2 Notre Dame 97 4. Duke 99 4. Stanford 94 4. Stanford 94
Boston College 96 3. Boston College 96 Notre Dame 99 5. Wake Forest 93 5. Duke 93

6. U.S. Military Academy 95 4. Duke 95 Rice 99 Duke 93 Wake Forest 93
5. U.S. Military Academy 94 Wake Forest 99 U.S. Air Force Academy 93 U.S. Military Academy 93

Northwestern 94
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Academic Performance Rate

All 26 athletic programs at Notre Dame
exceeded the NCAA's Academic Performance
Rate standards, with nine Irish teams earn-
ing perfect 1,000 scores in the third annual
report issued in May of 2007. The 2007
report released by the NCAA features a three-
year compilation of APR data from the 2003-
04, 2004-05 and 2005-06 academic years.

The APR uses a series of formulas related

to student-athlete retention and eligibility

to measure the academic performances of

all participants who receive grants-in-aid on
each team at every NCAA Division I college
and university.

Beginning in 2006, programs that failed
to earn an APR score of 925 or better were
barred from replacing a scholarship athlete
who left the institution while academically
ineligible (scholarship reductions could be
taken in 2006 or 2007). Programs with
chronically poor academic records based
upon the eventual, rolling four-year rate
ultimately will be barred from postsea-
son competition, in addition to losing
scholarships.

Notre Dame men’s programs registered
perfect 1,000 scores in cross country, fenc-
ing, golf, and track and field (both indoor
and outdoor)—while women’s programs
scored 1,000 in fencing, soccer, softball and
tennis. Near-perfect scores came in women’s
lacrosse (997), women’s rowing (997), men’s
hockey (996), men’s lacrosse (996), men’s
swimming and diving (996), women’s swim-
ming and diving (994), women’s volleyball
(993), men'’s tennis (992) and women’s golf
(990).

Among Notre Dame’s most significant peer
group (the NCAA Division I-A football-
playing schools), Boston College (10) was the
only other institution to post more perfect
1,000 scores than Notre Dame’s nine. The
U.S. Naval Academy, Rice and Stanford each
had seven 1,000 scores while Duke had six
and Northwestern five.

Notre Dame also had 11 of its programs

honored for the multi-year APR achievement:

men’s basketball, men’s cross country, men’s
fencing, men’s golf, men’s indoor track and
field, men’s outdoor track and field, women’s
fencing, women'’s soccer, women'’s softball,

NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship Recipients

women’s tennis and women’s volleyball.
Among Division | football-playing institu-
tions, the only schools that had more pro-
grams honored than the 11 by Notre Dame
were Navy (14), Boston College (12) and
Stanford (12), followed by Duke (11), Rice
(11), Northwestern (9) and North Carolina

(7).

Every Division | sports team calculates its
APR each academic year, based on the eli-
gibility, retention and graduation of each
scholarship student-athlete. An APR of 925
translates to an NCAA Graduation Success
Rate of approximately 60 percent. Teams that
score below 925 and have a student fail aca-
demically and leave school can lose up to 10
percent of their scholarships. Known as con-
temporaneous (or immediate) penalties in
the academic reform program, these scholar-
ships can be lost each year and not reawarded
until the following year.

The average APR for all Division | student-
athletes is 960, according to the latest data,
which for most teams is based on three
years of academic performance. The average
APR for male student-athletes is 950 while

the average for female student-athletes is
970. Historical penalties begin in 2007, with
public warnings for teams scoring below 900
APR. Continued underperformance could
lead to scholarship losses and reductions in
practice and playing time when a team posts
a 900 APR a second straight year. Third-year
historical penalties would restrict postsea-
son competition, and four consecutive years
of poor academic performance and APRs
below 900 will result in restricted Division |
membership for the school’s entire athletics
department. An APR of 900 translates to a
Graduation Success Rate of approximately 45
percent.

Under the academic reform program, the
NCAA allows for adjustments to the APR
based on whether a student-athlete leaves in
good academic standing to play professional
sports or for other reasons beyond an insti-
tution’s control. Teams also can earn bonus
points if student-athletes return after leaving
school and complete their degrees.

APR scores per institution, along with penal-
ties per school and teams receiving public
recognition, are available online at ncaa.org.

J'

The 2006-07 academic year

saw Notre Dame produce three
recipients of the NCAA Postgraduate
Scholarship for just the third time

in the school’s history and first time
since the mid-1970s. Swimmer Ted
Brown, sprinter Maryann Erigha

and softball centerfielder Stephanie
Brown received the prestigious
honor and corresponding $7,500

scholarship for postgraduate studies.

Notre Dame student-athletes have
combined to receive the NCAA

Postgraduate Scholarship 42 times,
dating back to 1964.

Ted Brown was named a third team
Academic All-American before
graduating with a 3.72 cumulative
grade-point average, as a double
major in pre-professional studies and
anthropology. Erigha’s selection as a
second team Academic All-American
preceded her graduation with a 3.83
cumulative GPA, as a double major in
sociology and computer applications.
Stephanie Brown also collected

second team Academic All-America
honors while graduating with a 3.41
cumulative GPA and a degree in
marketing.

Brown ranks second in Notre Dame
men’s swimming history with 10
career all-BIG EAST honors and
swam on BIG EAST championship
teams in 2005 and '06. Erigha is
one of the top sprinters in Notre
Dame history, with the most career
all-BIG EAST honors (15) in the
Irish women’s track record book.

Stephanie Brown’s success on the
softball field included 2006 All-
America honors while she finished
among Notre Dame’s top-10 career
leaders in eight statistical categories.

Erigha and Ted Brown were among
the five who received the 2007 Byron
Kanaley Awards, presented to Notre
Dame student-athletes who are most
exemplary as students and leaders.
(Note: see p. 33 for additional
information on Erigha and p. 51 for
Ted Brown.)
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