


A state-of-the-art functional facility. A memorial hall.

That’s how retired Navy Captain Harry A. Seymour Jr., direc-

tor of the capital campaign for the Naval Academy Alumni

Association, describes Alumni Hall.

For more than 50 years, the Naval Academy

had actively sought a multi-purpose facility where the

entire Brigade of Midshipmen, faculty and staff can

assemble for professional, academic and entertain-

ment activities.

The building of Alumni Hall was authorized by

Congress in the mid-1980s, but funding was inade-

quate to build the entire facility. It was left to Naval

Academy alumni and friends, through a Capital

Campaign spearheaded by the Naval Academy

Alumni Association, to augment the government funds to complete the building, includ-

ing furnishings, decoration and landscaping.

Construction for the $30 million Alumni Hall began in December 1987 by

Donohoe Construction company with $13 million authorized by the Department of the Navy and $17 million to be raised in private funds. The United

Service Organization (USO) donated $500,000 as the lead gift to complete the auditorium within Alumni Hall in honor of an American who has done

much for those in uniform –– Bob Hope.

The Naval Academy Athletic Association, in its efforts to enhance the training and development of the members of the brigade, contributed $1

million towards the facility.

The cornerstone for what was then called the Brigade Activity Center was dedicated in a ceremony on Sept. 19, 1988.

A multi-purpose facility with seating for up to 6,500 – including 5,710 for basketball – the hall features an auditorium that can easily be adapted

for lectures, assemblies, theatrical productions, concerts, official ceremonies, indoor sports and other events.


