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Project Overview

Unversity at Buffalo

Sea of Blue Single Day Attendance Promotion
Men’s Basketball

The 2003-2004 University at Buffalo men’s basketball campaign
was truly a season to remember with 17 wins and the first-ever
men’s MAC home playoff game held at UB’s Alumni Arena.
Through a branding campaign encouraging all fans to wear blue,
students as well as the general public were encouraged to attend
this historic game in UB’s basketball history. A comprehensive
marketing plan was developed targeting both the Western New
York Community, the University at Buffalo campus, and the stu-
dent body.

The objective for the External Relations group within the Division

-was clear. A sell-out would ensure a huge home court advantage

to the Bulls and help to elevate their confidence to compete in
Cleveland at the Mid-American Conference Tournament.




University at Buffalo

Media Partners

The Division of Athletics entered into advertising agreements with the
following media partners to air supporting promotional spots for the MAC
playoff game.

. The Buffalo News

. Spectrum (campus newspaper)
Sports Radio WGR 550 AM

. Sports Radio WNSA 107.7

. WKBW TV Channel 7, ABC

. WGRZ TV Channel 2, NBC

. Empire Sports Network

TV Spot Enclosed




University at Buffalo

On March 1, 2004, initial planning sessions were held to develop
promotional campaigns for both the Western New York community
and a campus/student marketing strategy. Earlier in the year, a
crowd of over 6,000 had attended the UB versus Kent State game
and the Bulls had won six straight for the first time in MAC history
and 10 of their last 12 games. Based on this momentum, it was de-
termined that would attempt to sell out UB’s Alumni Arena and cre-
ate a “sea of blue” in support of the playoff run. Print ads as well
as radio and TV media were incorporated in the entire promotional
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plan.

Be a Part of History!
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University at Buifalo

Contributors

Various individuals interfaced with the Division of Athletics to
develop these campaigns.

° Ent/Gates Productions — A television production house in
Tonawanda, New York

UB Student Relations Coordinator

° Division of Athletics External Relations Department

° Division of Athletics Communications Department




University at Buffalo

A record crowd of 8,971 attended the game, topping the previous
Alumni Arena basketball attendance record set in 1999 when 8,926
showed up to see the Bulls play the University of North Carolina
Tar Heels. The most notable statistic for the March 8, 2004 contest
was that the other three Mid-American Conference games that night
combined only drew 10,086 fans, or just 1,000 more than the sold-
out Alumni Arena crowd.

Various supporting materials are enclosed including press releases,
photos, and support media.
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ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE
UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO

175 ALUMNI ARENA

BurraLo, NEw York 14260

(716) 645-6311  Fax: (716) 645-6840 « WEB: WWW.BUFFALOBULLS.COM

Date: March 4, 2004
Contact; Paul Vecchio

BuLLs To RoLL Out “Sea oF BLuE IF”
UB men’s basketball to host MAC First Round playoff game Monday

BUFFALO, NY — A wave of excitement will continue at the University at Buffalo on Monday, March 8
when the Bulls host a first-round Mid-American Conference tournament game at Alumni Arena. The
game, which will be UB’s first-ever men's home playoff game in the MAC, is being billed “Sea of Blue
II: Title Wave,” and promises to be one of the biggest attended events in UB basketball history. Tip off is
at 7 pm at the Big A.

The Division of Athletics has purchased 2,000 student tickets which will be distributed to UB
students with valid ID on Monday night. Doors will open at 5:45 pm and UB students are encouraged to
arrive early to get the best seats for this historic game.

“The response we received to the first “Sea of Blue” promotion (versus Kent State on Feb. 25)
was simply overwhelming,” said Associate Athletic Director of External Relations John Lambert, “but
we think this will be even better. Once again we’re asking all fans to wear their UB Blue, bring a wave
of noise, and be the sixth man that will allow us to get to Cleveland for the MAC Tournament and a
possible shot at the NCAA Tournament.” »

In expectation of a record student turnout, UB officials confirmed that all three sets of bleachers
will be pulled out for the game as the Bulls seek to top the crowd of over 6,100 that turned out to see
Buffalo beat Kent State on Feb. 25. The Bulls have won six straight for the first time in their MAC
history and ten of their last 12 games.

“The students and the community have made an incredible difference to our team in the past few
weeks,” said head coach Reggie Witherspoon. “They have truly made Alumni Arena one of the most
difficult places to play in the Mid-American Conference. We have enjoyed a true home court advantage
and we will need that to continue on Monday to keep our dreams of a MAC championship alive.”

Tickets for the game are priced at $18, $15 and $12 and are available at tickets.com in Tops
Friendly Markets or charge by phone 1-888-223-6000.

Paul Vecchio — Assistant AD/Communications » Heidi Roth — Associate Director of Athletic Communications * Jon Fuller — Assistant
Director of Athletic Communications * Sherry Soules ~ Athletic Communications Office Manager » Paul Hokanson — Photographer/
Designer » Ted Wasko - Athletic Communications Assistant » Geoff Nason —~ Graduate Assistant
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luffalo puts on its best
for NCAA tournament

% ports, as long demonstrated has been
@ able to-bring otherwise differing fac-
Rtions together, knocking down racial
and ethnic walls along the way.

On a local level, there are lessons on how
sports has been used as to promote the
much-talked-about
notion of regionalism.

The NCAA Men’s Bas-
ketball Tournament, due
to touch down in Buffalo

| time in four years, contin-
ues a successful run of
amateur athletic competi-
tions. The event, featuring
eight college teams play-

INSIDE

GHT ing six games over a three-

LONEY - day period, will generate

RICKMA millions of dollars for the
u area and untold word-of- .

mouth publicity from visi-

tors who will fill hotels and frequent restau-
rants and bars.

“Every detail is in place but one — the

eight teams,” said Kevin Clarke, the head of
Quebecors local operation and chair of the
- local organizing comimittee. -
" The field of 65 entrants will be filled out
early Sunday evening and then hoop fans
'will finalize their travel plans for Buffalo and
other first round sites.

“Our goal,” Clarke said, “is to have all vis-
itors go home with a smile on their face -
win or lose.”

‘What's worth looking at, beyond thehard

~ dollars revving . the economic engine
though, is how representatives from ‘the
public and private sector can come togeth-
erto pull it off, .

As a host site the local orgamzmg com:
mittee, or LOC, had to raise $100,000 up
front to meet its budget requirements.
Through the efforts of about a dozen corpo-
rate sponsors here and in southern Ontario,
coupled with the state and county govern-
ments, that figure was attained.

“That really demonstrates the corporate,
political and hospitality commitment,” said
Ron Foxcroft, founder of Fox 40 Internation-
al Inc., and lead delegate for the Canadian
contingent.

For an area that doesn't boast a national-
ly known collegiate sports program, Buffalo
has nonetheless built a solid reputation as a
site for NCAA events. Its. an impressive
resume, from numerous swimming compe-
titions at the Burt Flickinger pool at Erie
Community College downtown, to the
NCAA Outdoor Track & Field Champi-
Onshlps .at the University at Buffalo, the
men's subregional basketball tournament,
to the “Frozen Four” men's ice hockey
championship last April.

next week for the second. -

While the competition among cities, par-
ticularly in the Northeast; is stronger than
ever to host these types of events, Buffalo’s
LOC is confident more and more competi-
tions will be coming very soon.

“Buffalo’s ability as a host was reinforced
with hockey. The NCAA was oveiwhelmed

- with the ‘Frozen Four,”” said Foxcroft, a for-

mer NCAA basketball- official and now
supervisar of officials for the National Bas-
ketball Association.

The committee recently learned Buffalo
is in contention for another shot at host-
ing the -NCAA men's-basketball tourna-
ment, perhaps as soon 2007 or 2008. The
goal is to get the region in a regular rota-
tion as a host site, whether it be basketball
or hockey.

“Noone else can promote such a B1-
national commitment,” said Foxcroft.

Wonder if these guys know how to build a
bridge?

Making a must-see event. The Umvers1ty
at Buffalo’s creative plan for the men'’s bas-

ketball game at Alumni Arena March 8 was.

a markelmg beauty. The crowd was placed
at 8,971, topping the previous record setin
1999 when 8,926 showed up to see the Uni-
versity of North Carolina Tar Heels.

What should be noted is the UB-North-
ern Illinois match-up was a play-in game,
with victory only assuring the Bulls a first-

- ever trip to Cleveland for the Mid-American

Conference tourney. It an important step
for the program, no doubt, yet the UB ath-
letic department cleverly played it up so
that it almost seemed a direct trip to the
NCAA Towrnament was at stake.

Here's a little added perspective on the |

full house:

* Only one other MAC regular season
home game — Northern Illinois at Ohio in
mid-January - had more spectators in the
seats at 9,109;

* The other three MAC play-in games that
night drew a combined 10,086, or just over
1,000 more than packed Alumni Arena;.

* Also, four conference final games were

. played — Metro Atlantic (Niagara vs. Man-
" hattan), Missouri Valley, West Coast (featur-

ing highly ranked Gonzaga), and the Colo-

-nial Athletic. Granted, these games were
. played on neutral courts but only the Colo-

'nial title game, played in Richmond, pro-
' duced a bigger crowd — 9,006 — than the
1 UB game.

* The quick-sell remforced the behef there
:is a market for mid-major college basketball

in Buffalo and UB hasthe right-sized facili-

~ty as well as the student and commumty
‘base to support the program.

NHL on trial, agaln.

With Todd Bertuzzi of the Vaneouver
Canucks suspended for his vicious assault
on Steve Moore of the Colorado Avalanche
in a game March 8, the question is: How will
the National Hockey League ever cleanse
itself of such a reputatron?

The simple answer is the NHL, long

. considered by many observers to be a

bush league for its tolerance of fighting,.
-will not do enough because fighiting will
always be an instrument of the sport and
theré is way too much appeal to its
staunch fan base,

The NHL can, however, at least lessen

' .retnbutory actions such as the Bertuzzi-

Moore mcndent by mutmg those- at the
top. .

Leading up to that match, Moore was
marked by the Canucks for his earlier hit
on their captain, Markus Naslund. Brian
Burke, the Cannucks’ general manager,
and Marc Crawford, the coach, in trying to
aid their top-offensive player, were vocal
about the matter, having referred to
Moore’s unpenalized check as a “cheap
shot.”

A day after Moore lay hospltallzed witha
fractured neck and head injuries, Burke,
well spoken and well educated, was left to
deliver a hollow-sounding plea of remorse
on behalf of Bertuzzi . For a change, Burke
was left scrambling for words.

Bobhy Clarke, the. Philadelphia Flyers’
presldent and coach Ken Hitchock, con-
tributed their own incendiary remarks
before their team and the Ottawa Senators
set anew penalty record March 5 following
a stick episode in a previous game, Clarke
made it known after that game the matter
was not settled.

Those executives, through the media,

. which is all too willing to play up potential

confrontations, helped set the table for the

on-ice actions of their players. :
Bertuzzi, rightly so, will pay a significant

price during what'’s left of his. career. His

‘bosses should share in that penalty.

Rick Maloney: mzaloney@bizjourrzal.s.com
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