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Track & Field Contact: Alfredo Moreno - (505) 925-5524 - avmoreno@unm.edu

LOBO DUO LEADS NEW MEKICO ON NATIONAL STAGE
Fourth-Ranked Gonzales Looks To Become First Mem’s All-American Since 1991

Senior Keren Sari-Bentzur and sophomore Matt Gonzales will carry the University of New Mexico flag this week at the 2003 NCAA
Outdoor Track and Field Championships in Sacramento, Calif. Gonzales, who also qualified in the 1,500, will only compete in the 10,000-
meter race on Thursday night at 10:40 p.m. (MST). Sari-Bentzur, meanwhile, opens the first of seven heptathlon events at 11 a.m., Friday
morning. The heptathlon competition concludes on Friday morning with the final event beginning at 3:40 p.m. The meet will be held at
the 21,000-seat Hornet Stadium on the A.G. Spanos Sports Complex on the campus of CSU-Sacramento.

MEET INFORMATION/RESULTS 003 sCHepdLe

Complete information and results from the 2003 INDOOR
NCAA Outdoor Track and Field Championships Date Meet T Time/Results
can ,beSfOU”OL'J"'? the,"ff'sc'a' website O‘Ltlhe, CZ"‘ Jan. 18 Pole Vault Summit (exhib.) Reno, Nev. N/A
ornia State University->acramento athleticde- | jan 24.25  Air Force Invitational Colorado Springs, Colo.  M: 3rd/12 (90 pts)
partment: W: 6th/12 (41 pts)
www.hornetsports.com/ncaa Jan. 31-Feb. 1 Cougar Indoor Pullman, Wash. N/A
Feb. 8 Mountain T’s Invitational Flagstaff, Ariz. N/A
THE ROAD TO SACRAMENTO Feb. 15 Sevigne Husker Invite Lincoln, Neb. N/A
For the second-straight season, New Mexico Feb. 27-Mar. 1 MWC Indoor Championships Colorado Springs, Colo. M: 5th/6 (49 pts.)
qualified two athletes to the NCAA Champion- ; ) . W: 6th/8 (49.5 pts.)
ships. Senior Keren Sari-Bentzur makes her sec- Mar. 15 NCAA Indoor Championships Fayetteville, Ark.  Isworth: T12th (PV)
ond appearance in the heptathlon, while sopho-
more Matt Gonzales will make his debut on OUTDOOR ) i
the national track and field stage in the 10,000 | Date Meet Location Time/Results
meters. Mar. 20-21  MODRALL SPERLING DON KIRBY INVITATIONAL ~ Albuquerque, N.M. N/A
Mar. 28 Stanford Invitational Stanford, Calif. N/A
Gonzales enters the meet ranked fourth in the | Mar. 29 Springtime Invitational El Paso, Texas W: 1st/2 (80 pts.)
nation in the 10K with a top time of 28:38.64. o ) M: 2nd/2 (78 pts.)
The Santa Fe native clocked the time in his sea- | APr. 3-5 Clyde Littlefield Texas Relays Austin, Texas N/A
son-opener back on March 28 at the Stanford Apr. 5 NMSU Inwt_atlonal Las Cruces, N.M. N/A
Invitational, his only 10,000-meter competition | APr- 12 LSU Alumni Gold Baton Rouge, La. N/A
of the season. The time was 22 seconds under | APT. 16-19  Mt. SAC Relays o Walnut, Calif. N/A
the NCAA automatic qualifying standard, shat- April 26 Jack Christiansen Invitational Fort Collins, Colo. N/A
tered the Mountain West Conference record by | May 3 UTEP Twilight El Paso, Texas N/A
26 seconds and was nearly two seconds below May 14-17 MWC OUTDOOR CHAMPIONSHIPS ~ Albuquerque, N.M. W: 7th/8 (49.5 pts.)
the automatic qualifying time for the USA na- . . o i M: 4th/6 (91 pts.)
tional meet. Gonzales was also a stunning May 30-31  NCAA Midwest Regional Championships ~ Lincoln, Neb. ~ M: T21st/33 (10 pts.)
NCAA automatic qualifier in the 1,500 after ) _ ) W: no score
winning the race at the Midwest Regional in a Jun. 12-14  NCAA Outdoor Championships Sacramento, Calif. 10:40 p.m./11 a.m.
time of 3:42.83, the fastest regional champion- BOLD indicates home meet « all times Mountain Standard « all times/dates subject to change
ship time in the nation.

With another 10,000-meter competition looming just seven days later on June 19th at the USA Outdoor Track and Field Championships,
Gonzales said he was tempted to limit himself to the 1,500. However, with his No. 4 national ranking in the event and perhaps running the
best he ever has over the past month, the opportunity to challenge for a national title was one that could not be passed up. While this is
Gonzales’ first appearance at the NCAA track championships, he has made back-to-back trips to the national cross country championship
meet, and earned All-America honors with his 30th place finish. Gonzales also competed at the 2000 Division Il national cross country meet
and earned All-America honors by placing 37th as a true freshman at New Mexico Highlands University.
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Sari-Bentzur, meanwhile, was once again the leader of a young women’s
squad this spring. She has been a workhorse, competing in 34 events, includ-
ing three heptathlon competitions since March 20. The Omer, Israel native
surpassed the provisional qualifying heptathlon score in all three competi-
tions this spring and recorded a season-high of 5,236 points at the Mt. SAC
Relays on April 16-17. Ranked among the Trackwire.com “Dandy Dozen” for
much of the season, Sari-Bentzur is currently No. 19 entering the NCAA meet.
She placed fourth in her most recent heptathlon, at the Mountain West Con-
ference Championships, with a final score of 5,170. The lone Lobo with Divi-
sion | national track and field championship experience, Sari-Bentzur will
close her steller UNM career with her second-straight appearance at the NCAA
meet.

NEW MEXICO OUTDOOR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS HISTORY

The University of New Mexico will be appearing at the NCAA Outdoor Track
and Field Championships for the second-straight year after a three-year hia-
tus. Last year, Keren Sari-Bentzur and Kelli Myers represented UNM in the
heptathlon and high jump, respectively. Despite suffering a sprained ankle
the week before competition, Sari-Bentzur placed ninth in the heptathlon with
ascore of 5,285, 36 points shy of eighth place and All-America honors. Myers,
meanwhile, did not clear the starting bar height in the high jump. Matt Gonzales
is the first member of the UNM men’s team to compete at the national meet
since hammer thrower Stephen Dunbar in 1998.

Since 1930, New Mexico has had 32 individuals (24 men, 8 women) and four
relay teams (2 men’s, 2 women’s) earn All-America laurels at the national
outdoor championships. Lobo athletes have also captured eight outdoor na-
tional titles in that span, including six on the men’s side. Tangi Galloway and
Sara Nicholson were the last Lobo All-Americans in 1996. Galloway placed
fourth in the 10,000 as a sophomore, while Nicholson, then a junior, was
12th in the javelin. UNM hasn’t had a men’s All-American since 1991, when
pole vaulter Simon Arkell earned honors for the third-consecutive year. Susan
Vigil captured the last outdoor national title for New Mexico, winning the
800 at the 1979 AIAW Championships. It’s been 36 years since a member of
the men’s team won an outdoor national title. Art Baxter’s victory in the triple
jump in 1967 was the last gold medal for UNM. (The UNM men’s two-mile
relay team claimed the last indoor national title for the Lobos, winning the
event at the 1983 championships.)

New Mexico earned its best national finish in 1965 under head coach Hugh
Hackett. Clarence Robinson swept the long and triple jump titles as the Lobos
finished fifth with 25 points, just half a point out of fourth and seven points
shy of the team title. New Mexico was also tied for fifth in 1967 with a score
of 24 points. The UNM women have scored four times at the NCAA Champi-
onships (women competed under the AIAW organization until 1982), with a
high finish of 33rd (5 points) in 1996.

This year's NCAA meet will feature an expanded field of 1,100 student-ath-
letes - the result of a new system of regional qualifying meets - and making
this year's event the largest NCAA Championship in history. The larger NCAA

GENERAL INFORMATION

LOCAtION ..ooviiiieeiicc Albuquerque, N.M.
ENrollment ....c.cooeiiiiieee e 24,250
NICKNAME ... Lobos
COlOrS .ot Cherry & Silver
President ..o, Dr. F. Chris Garcia
Director of AthletiCs .........cccceeviiieiiiiie e, Rudy Davalos
NCAA REGION ...ttt Midwest
CONfErENCE ....vvieiiiii e Mountain West
Stadium .......... ... Great Friends of UNM Track Stadium
CAPACILY ..ottt 5,000
EIEVALION ....oveiiiiiiieee e 5,085 ft.
2002 MWC Indoor Finish ........cccccoviveene Men: 5th/6 (53 pts.)
Women: 7th/8 (51 pts.)

2002 MWC Outdoor Finish ................ Men: 4th/6 (125.5 pts.)
Women: 7th/8 (57.5 pts.)

2002 NCAA INd0Oor FiniSh .......cccceeeiiiiiiiiiie e N/A
2002 NCAA Outdoor Finish.............. Sari-Bentzur: 9th (Hep.)
Myers: NH (w-HJ)

Letterwinners Returning/LOSt ..........cccceevvvineennee. Men: 29/19
Women: 16/11

NEWCOMENS ..ottt Men: 21
Women: 15

COACHING STAFF

............................ Matt Henry (New Mexico, 75)
Third
.................................................. (505) 925-5735

| PP mathenry@unm.edu
.... Mark Henry (New Mexico, ‘74)
.............................................................................. Third
.................................................. (505) 925-5736
.................... mrkhenry@unm.edu

Assistant Coaches ............... Scott Steffan (New Mexico, ‘91)

Lori Nolte (California, ‘00)
Track & Field Fax .....cccocoveeviieiiiieeeeee e (505) 925-5558

MEDIA RELATIONS

Track & Field Contact..........ccocvviieiiiinicnnnn, Alfredo Moreno
OffiCe v ....(505) 925-5524
Cell Phone/Press BOX .......ccccevcvveeeririennnneenns (505) 385-9622
E-mail.. ..o avmoreno@unm.edu
Assoc. AD/Media Relations Director ............ Greg Remington

(505) 925-5520
(505) 925-5529
UNM Athletics Website ..........cccccceevvvneen. www.GoLobos.com
Mailing Address:

Department of Athletics
MSC04 2680
1 University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, NM 87131-0001

All athlete interviews must be arranged through the UNM Ath-
letics Media Relations Department. Contact Alfredo Moreno at
(505) 925-5524.

field means there will be non-stop competition for four days in Sacramento. The bulk of the finals will be held in the late afternoon and
evening, accommodating both athletes and spectators.

Since the NCAA made track and field its first national championship event in 1921, the list of individual champions reads like a who's who
of track legends: Jesse Owens, Carl Lewis, Jackie Joyner, Al Oerter, Florence Griffith, Michael Johnson, Jim Ryun, Renaldo Nehemiah, Gail
Devers and Tommie Smith, to name just a few world record-setters and Olympic champions.

The NCAA track and field championships return to Northern California for the first time since 1968. From 1935-68, the NCAA meet visited
Northern California on nine different occasions. The 1968 NCAA Championships, held at Edwards Stadium in Berkeley, crowned three
winners who later that year won Olympic gold medals in Mexico City - Lee Evans of San Jose State in the 400 meters; Dave Hemery of Boston
University in the 400 hurdles; and Dick Fosbury of Oregon State in the high jump. A fourth Mexico City winner, USC pole vaulter Bob
Seagren, finished second in Berkeley.

The 2000 U.S. Olympic Track & Field Trials in Sacramento attracted a record-setting 187,104 spectators over eight days of competition, and
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the sellout crowds were rewarded with one world record
and two U.S. marks. The 2004 U.S. Olympic Track Trials
were awarded to Sacramento, making California's capital
just the second city to host successive Olympic Trials.

LSU's men and South Carolina's women are the defend-
ing NCAA team champions, and both teams figure to be
make strong stands in Sacramento. Another team contender
is Stanford, the 2000 NCAA men's champion. The Cardi-
nal has an outstanding strong group of middle- and long-
distance runners, led by defending NCAA outdoor cham-
pions Don Sage (1,500 meters) and Lauren Fleshman
(5,000 meters). At last year's NCAA Championships in Ba-
ton Rouge, La., the men's and women's team titles weren't
decided until the last event on the final day, the 1,600-
meter relay.

Two of the top athletes to watch in Sacramento are South
Carolina sophomore Lashinda Demus and Florida junior
Rickey Harris. In Baton Rouge, Demus won the women's
400 hurdles in the world junior record time of 54.85 sec-
onds. Demus also finished third in the 400-meter dash
and ran a leg on South Carolina's winning 1,600 relay
team.

Harris won the men's 400 hurdles in 48.16. That time
made him the third-fastest hurdler in collegiate history.
Harris also finished third in the flat 400.

KEREN SARI-BENTZUR
Heptathlon - 5-10 - Sr-2L
Omer, Israel (Hebrew University of Jerusalem)

NEW MEXICO: Two-time Israeli national long jump champion
and 10-time all-Mountain West Conference honoree who could
contend for All-America honors in the heptathlon...a phenom-
enal athlete who owns UNM indoor records in the pentathlon
and long jump...two-time academic all-MWC honoree and a 2003
Verizon Academic All-District VI selection who is pursuing her
graduate degree this year...2003: (outdoor) NCAA qualifier for
the second-straight year...season-best heptathlon score of 5,236
at Mt. SAC Relays...owns team’s top marks in the 100m hurdles
(14.78), long jump (20-01.00) and triple jump (38-06.75)...nine
top-five finishes on the season, including a second place perfor-
mance in the long jump (19-01.50), which earned all-conference
honors at the MWC Championships...ranked among the teams
top-five in seven events...pair of victories on the season...has com-
peted in 34 events entering the NCAA Championships...(indoor)
Tremendous indoor seeason, capped by one of the greatest con-
ference championship performances in school history...was the
MWC High Point award winner, leading the way with 30 points
in the pentathlon, long jump, triple jump and high jump...first
UNM woman to win two events in one year at an indoor confer-
ence meet, taking the pentathlon and long jump...bested her own
school record with a score of 3,845 in the pentathlon...also earned
all-MWC honors in the triple jump, finishing third with a season-
best leap of 38-07.00...was fifth in the high jump...owned team-
best marks in five events: 60m hurdles (9.00), high jump (5-07.25),
long jump (19-04.00), triple jump and pentathlon...four victories
on the season...2002: (outdoor) Selected to compete in the
heptathlon at the NCAA Championships and just missed a spot
on the All-America team with her ninth place finish (5,285 pts.)
despite suffering a severe ankle strain the previous week...was
just 36 points out of 8th place and 52 points out of 6th...ended
the regular season ranked 10th in the nation in the two-day
event...career performance at the Mt. SAC Relays, finishing fifth
in the heptathlon with an NCAA provisional qualifying and per-
sonal-best score of 5,371...total was just 129 points off the auto-
matic qualifying standard and 48 points shy of the 12-year-old
UNM record...notched season-bests in the long jump (20-02.25),
100m hurdles (14.32), high jump (5-07.00) and 200m (25.53) at
Mt. SAC...rallied on the final day to finish third in the heptathlon

HeapD COoOdCcH
ITlar Herry

In his third year as UNM head track & field/cross country coach, Matt Henry
has continued the remarkable rejuvenation of his alma mater’s program. New
Mexico will have two athletes competing at the NCAA Outdoor Championships
for the second-straight year after pole vaulter Bridgid Isworth became the first
UNM woman ever to compete at the indoor championships (placing 12th) in
2003. Last spring, UNM ended a four-year NCAA hiatus when two athletes were
selected for the outdoor championships. Keren Sari-Bentzur’s ninth place finish
in the heptathlon was the best by a Lobo since 1996.

On May 18, 2002, Henry became the first UNM coach ever to be named
Mountain West Conference Men'’s Track and Field Coach of the Year after lead-
ing the New Mexico men to their second straight fourth place finish at the MWC
Outdoor Championships. The men tallied 125.5 points, an improvement of 34.5
from 2001, and 11.5 more points than the men had scored combined (114) in
the five years prior to Henry’s arrival.

In his first season at New Mexico, Henry led both the men’s and women’s
track teams to their most successful conference meet performances in 10 years
as the women finished fourth at the 2001 Mountain West Indoor Champion-
ships, while the men placed fourth at the outdoor championships. Henry’s ath-
letes also captured five conference titles, the most since 1991, and earned all-
MWC honors in 12 events at the indoor and outdoor championships.

Meanwhile, Henry has also returned New Mexico to its traditional place
among the nation’s top distance running schools. In 2002, a UNM men’s team
that was a unanimous pick for last place in the Mountain West Conference just
two years ago, established itself as one of the premier squads in the nation. With
Henry’s New Mexican runners leading the way, New Mexico won its first three
meets of the year and rose to as high as 27th in the country, it’s highest national
ranking since 1993. Despite a wave of injuries which kept the squad from real-
izing its full potential, UNM gutted out a third place finish at the MWC Champi-
onship meet, it’s best conference finish since 1991, and just missed earning an
at-large berth the NCAA Championship field when it finished seventh at the
NCAA Mountain Region Championships. Matt Gonzales automatically quali-
fied for the NCAA meet as an individual, giving New Mexico representation on
the national stage for the second-straight year.

Following a resilient first year at UNM, the cross country program began to
show true signs revitalization in 2001. Three athletes (Matt Gonzales, Ben Ortega,
Jacquelyne Gallegos) automatically qualified for the NCAA Cross Country Cham-
pionship meet, giving New Mexico its first NCAA qualifiers in four years and its
biggest national contingent since 1988. Gonzales (Santa Fe, N.M.) capped the
performance of Henry’s young New Mexican runners by finishing 30th at the
NCAA Championships to become the Lobos’ first cross country All-American
since 1982.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

Mll TT HENRY QUICK FACTS

Named 2002 Mountain West Conference Men’s Outdoor Track & Field
Coach of the Year.

Under Henry (2000-03): Nine individual MWC titles, six NCAA qualifiers
(two cross country), 15 school records, one All-American.

Named head coach on June 17, 2000 after spending 15 years as head track
& field/cross country coach at La Cueva High School in Albuquerque. While
at La Cueva, Henry led the Bears to four straight boys’ state track titles (‘97-
00), three boys’ state cross country championships (‘95-96, ‘98), a pair of
girls’ state cross country titles (‘94-95) and was named National High School
Track Coach of the Year in 1999.

A four-year letterman for the UNM track team from 1971-74...competed in
the 440-yard dash and 880-yard run...part of the Lobos” WAC champion
two-mile relay team that earned All-America honors at the 1972 NCAA
Indoor Championships.

Twin brother Mark Henry is UNM associate head track & field/cross coun-
try coach...older brother, Pat, is the head track coach at LSU, a program
that has captured 20 NCAA titles since Pat took over in 1987...father, Gwinn
"Bub" Henry, spent 30 years at UNM, most of that time as the Director of
the Alumni Association...Bub and all five of his sons attended the Univer-
sity of New Mexico...Bub's father, Gwinn, was declared the fastest man in
the world in 1911 and later served as the Lobos’ athletics director, head
football coach and head track coach for three seasons from 1934-36
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at the MWC Championships...picked up all-MWC honors for the second time
at the meet with a runner-up performance (19-11.50) in the long
jump...competed in a remarkable 36 events, was ranked among the UNM
top-five in seven different events and led the squad in the 100m hurdles (8th
MWC), long jump (2nd MWC) and heptathlon (2nd MWC)...academic all-
MWC honoree...(indoor) Two-time all-MWC honoree in the pentathlon and
long jump...finished third in both events at the Indoor Championships and
was also fifth in the triple jump for a total of 16 points on the weekend...won
the pentathlon at the Air Force Invitational and captured the long jump at
NAU...pushed her indoor pentathlon record up to 3,727
points...2001:(outdoor) Was Trackwire.com’s preseason selection for Top In-
ternational Newcomer in the long jump...fine outdoor season despite being
hampered with a strained hamstring at the MWC Championships...finished
third in the long jump at the Michael Johnson Invitational, matching her per-
sonal-best mark of 20-03.00, which was just 1.25 inches shy of a provisional
NCAA qualifying mark...won the long jump at the Don Kirby Invitational and
was second in the 100m hurdles...fourth in the long jump at the Willie Will-
iams Classic and UT-Arlington Open...10th in the heptathlon at the Texas
Relays with 5,128 points, just 47 off a provisional qualifying score...owned
UNM'’s top marks in the long jump (20-03.00), high jump (5-05.75), javelin
(99-08.00) and heptathlon (5,128 pts.)...academic all-MWC honoree...(indoor)
Tremendous indoor season-debut, finished among the top three in seven of
eight competitions...earned all-MWC honors in both the long jump and
pentathlon...finished second in the pentathlon, bettering her own school record
with a score of 3,694, and was the runner-up in the long jump as well at the
MWC Championships...also the MWC'’s fifth-ranked triple jumper...finished
second in the long jump at the Flagstaff Invitational with record-setting leap of
19-11.00...opened the season by winning the long jump and taking second in
the pentathlon with a school record 3,671 points at the Air Force
Invitational...third in the 60m hurdles at the J.D. Martin Invitational... HEBREW
UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM: Recorded 2000 season-bests of 20-03.00 in
the long jump, 5-08.25 in the high jump and 5,025 points in the heptathlon at
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in Rehovot, Israel... HIGH SCHOOL: Is-
raeli high schools long jump champion at Eshel Hanassi high school under
the tutelage of coach David Kushnir...personal-bests of 19-09.50 in the long
jump, 5-06.00 in the high jump and 4,785 points in the heptathlon...graduated
in 1995...PERSONAL: Keren Sari-Bentzur was born on Dec. 5, 1977 in Beer-
Sheva, Israel...daughter of Izak and Dina Sari...has two siblings, Rotem (23)
and Reem (31)...married Rotem Bentzur on Aug. 16, 2001...earned her de-
gree in Nutrition and is now enrolled in graduate school.

2003 OUTDOOR SEASON RESULTS
Heptathlon Don Kirby Invitational 5,170 pts.@ 1st
100m Hurdles Don Kirby Invitational (heptathlon) 14.65* st
High Jump Don Kirby Invitational (heptathlon) 5-06.50 1st
Shot Put Don Kirby Invitational (heptathlon) 39-02.25 st
200m Don Kirby Invitational (heptathlon) 26.06* 1st
Long Jump Don Kirby Invitational (heptathlon) 18-08.75 st
Javelin Don Kirby Invitational (heptathlon) 95-02.00 5th
800m Don Kirby Invitational (heptathlon) 2:24.86 2nd
200m UTEP Springtime Invitational 25.69* 5th
100m Hurdles UTEP Springtime Invitational 14.58* 2nd
Javelin UTEP Springtime Invitational 101-11.00 3rd
Long Jump Texas Relays (Section B) FOUL -
Heptathlon Mt. SAC Relays 5,236 pts.@ 6th
100m Hurdles Mt. SAC Relays (heptathlon) 14.68 9th
High Jump Mt. SAC Relays (heptathlon) 5-06.50 T4th
Shot Put Mt. SAC Relays (heptathlon) 38-10.25 6th
200m Mt. SAC Relays (heptathlon) 25.78 7th
Long Jump Mt. SAC Relays (heptathlon) 19-02.75 3rd
Javelin Mt. SAC Relays (heptathlon) 96-07.00 9th
800m Mt. SAC Relays (heptathlon) 2:24.09 8th
Long Jump Mt. SAC Relays (open) 18-10.00 Toth
Javelin Jack Christiansen Invitational 104-08.00 10th
Long Jump Jack Christiansen Invitational 19-03.50 2nd
200m UTEP Twilight 25.50* 7th
Long Jump UTEP Twilight 20-01.00 (wind - 6.4) st
Javelin UTEP Twilight 99-00.00 5th
Heptathlon MWC Championships 5,170 pts.@ 4th
100m Hurdles MWC Championships (heptathlon) 14.78* 3rd
High Jump MWC Championships (heptathlon) 5-04.50 T2nd
Shot Put MWC Championships (heptathlon) 37-10.00 3rd
200m MWC Championships (heptathlon) 25.40* 4th
Long Jump MWC Championships (heptathlon) 19-06.25 (wind-8.2) 2nd
Javelin MWC Championships (heptathlon) 101-02.00 5th
800m MWC Championships (heptathlon) 2:29.67 6th
Long Jump MWC Championships 19-01.50 2nd™"
High Jump MWC Championships 5-05.00 5th
Triple Jump MWC Championships 38-06.75 7th

MATT GONZALES
10,000 meters - 3-5 - So-11
Santa Fe, N.M. (New Mexico Highlands)

NEW MEXICO: Two-time cross country All-America and four-time al-lMWC hon-
oree who is making his NCAA track debut after representing New Mexico at the last
two NCAA Cross Country Championship meets...established himself as one of the
most dominating distance runners to come through UNM in over a decade, bursting
onto the national stage this spring...automatic NCAA Championship qualifier in both
the 1,500 and 10,000...currently ranked fourth in the NCAA in the 10,000 and
could be surprise title contender in the event...2003: (outdoor) Owned the fastest
times in the MWC in both the 5,000 and 10,000, and was No. 2 in the 1,500...was
a regional qualifier in both the 1,500 and 5,000, where he was ranked fourth in the
division...clocked a career-best and MWC record-setting 10K time of 28:38.64 in his
season-opener at Stanford...time was 22 seconds below the NCAA automatic quali-
fying mark and nearly 2 seconds below the automatic standard for the USA national
meet...swept the 1,500 in stunning fashion at the NCAA Midwest Regionals...clocked
the top preliminary time of 3:47.75 before recording the fastest regional champion-
ship time in the country, crossing the line in 3:42.83...time was just 0.29 seconds off
the UNM record...missed the UNM school record by nine seconds with career-best
5K time of 13:48.63 at Mt. SAC Relays...six top-three finishes on the season, includ-
ing all-MWC honors as the runner-up in the 5,000 at the conference meet and 1,500
victories at LSU and the Midwest Regionals...(indoor) All-MWC honoree in the 3,000
meters...finished third with atime of 8:21.37, just two seconds out of first place...owned
the team’s fastest 3K time of the year, clocking a personal-best 8:18.35 en route to a
victory at the Husker Invite...won two 3K races and finished second once...was never
lower than third in four meets...2002: (cross country) Led UNM in the Pre-National
Invitational (19th) and NCAA Mountain Region Championship (8th)...notched five
top-10 finishes and owned three of the Lobos’ top-10 8K times...personal-best 8K
time of 23:55 was the second-fastest on the team and No. 3 in the MWC this
fall...painful bout of Achilles tendonitis limited him over the last month of the sea-
son...was also tripped up early in the NCAA Championship race, causing him to fall
to 156th...(outdoor) Came on at midseason, establishing himself as one of the top
5,000m runner in the MWC...recorded the league’s fastest time (14:08.55) in his
fourth place finish at the Mt. SAC Relays...just missed the NCAA provisional qualify-
ing time by a couple seconds...finished fourth at the MWC Championships in his
only 10,000m competition of the season...finished second in the 1,500 at the Modrall
Sperling Lobo Open...(indoor) Member of the Lobos’ school record-setting indoor
distance medley relay team...won the mile at the Wolfpack Invitational in a season-
best time of 4:17.13...2001:(cross country) Capped a stellar UNM debut by earning
Division | All-FAmerican honors with his 30th-place finish at the NCAA Cross Coun-
try Championships...became the first Lobo cross country All-American since Ibrahim
Kivina in 1982 and led all MWC runners at the national meet...automatically quali-
fied for national championship after finishing eighth at the NCAA Mountain
Regionals...garnered firstteam all-MWC honors as the runner-up at the conference
championships...recorded the team’s fastest 8K time and notched five top-10
finishes...named MWC Men’s Cross Country Athlete of the Week after winning the
ASU Invitational on Oct. 5...NEW MEXICO HIGHLANDS: Competed in cross country
for head coach Bob Deries...earned Division Il All-American honors with his 37th-
place finish at the NCAA championships...HIGH SCHOOL: Lettered in track and
cross country at Santa Fe (N.M.) High School under head coach Peter Grahm...2000
Athlete of the Year at SFHS...cross country and track MVP...PERSONAL: Matthew
Martin Gonzales was born on Oct. 19, 1981 in Santa Fe (N.M.)...son of Emest and
Rita Gonzales...has two brothers, Bryan (32) and Stephen (26)...greatest inspiration is
Steve Prefontaine...majoring in Physical Education.

2003 OUTDOOR SEASON RESULTS

10,000m Stanford Invitational (top section)  28:38.64# 3rd
[1,500m LSU Alumni Gold 3:48.63% 1st
b,000m Mt. SAC Relays (invitational) 13:48.35% 22nd
BOOm UTEP Twilight 1:57.57 2nd
[1,500m UTEP Twilight 3:59.61* 3rd
5,000m MWC Championships (finals) 14:21.90*% 2nd**
[1,500m Midwest Regional Championships (prelims) 3:47.75 1st
[1,500m Midwest Regional Championships (finals) ~ 3:42.83 1st#




