
2011 MICHIGAN STATE FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
(as of July 25, 2011)

Dates Opponent  Location    Time   
Sept. 2 YOUNGSTOWN STATE East Lansing, Mich.  7 p.m.
Sept. 10 FLORIDA ATLANTIC East Lansing, Mich.  12 p.m.
Sept. 17 Notre Dame Notre Dame, Ind.   3:30 p.m.
Sept. 24 CENTRAL MICHIGAN East Lansing, Mich.  TBA
Oct. 1 Ohio State Columbus, Ohio   TBA
Oct. 15 MICHIGAN East Lansing, Mich.  TBA
Oct. 22 WISCONSIN (Homecoming) East Lansing, Mich.  8 p.m.
Oct. 29 Nebraska Lincoln, Neb.   TBA
Nov. 5 MINNESOTA East Lansing, Mich.  TBA
Nov. 12 Iowa Iowa City, Iowa   TBA
Nov. 19 INDIANA East Lansing, Mich.  TBA
Nov. 26 Northwestern Evanston, Ill.   TBA  

A T H L E T I C  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 
Z-22 BRESLIN CENTER • EAST LANSING, MICH.  48824-1003 

PHONE: 517-355-2271 •  WWW.MSUSPARTANS.COM
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GEORGE ALDERTON MALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR
(Presented to top male athlete of 2008-09)

WINNER: Franklin Gomez (Wrestling)

Spartan wrestler Franklin Gomez solidifi ed his status as one of the nation’s elite this past season when he won MSU’s 25th individual 
national title. The 133-pounder became the 19th wrestler in MSU history to be crowed a national champion when he defeated No. 2 seed 
Reece Humphrey of Ohio State, 5-4, on March 21 in St. Louis.

“Franklin is very deserving of this prestigious award,” said wrestling head coach Tom Minkel. “He is the consummate student-athlete as 
he’s a honor student and is very involved in his church as well. He is everything you would want in a student-athlete, and we’re thrilled 
for him that he is the recipient of this award.

“Winning an NCAA Championship is the ultimate college experience. There are so many student-athletes aspiring for the same goal and 
for him to reach it is a real credit to him and his family. We are enormously proud of him.”

As a junior this past season, Gomez fi nished the year with a staggering 27-2 mark. On Feb. 8, Gomez defeated Michigan’s Zac Stevens, 
18-6, starting a 14-match winning streak that carried him through the national championship bout. Entering the NCAA Championships, 
Gomez defeated fi ve ranked opponents while his two losses, also to ranked opponents, were each one-point decisions. 

Considered the nation’s toughest wrestling conference, Gomez won all four bouts at the Big Ten Championships by at least three points 
to capture his second consecutive individual title. 

As a sophomore, Gomez went 33-2 en route to earning All-America honors after placing third at the 2008 NCAA Championships. He 
went undefeated (17-0) in dual matches during the regular season and outscored his opponents, 62-0. 

Through three years, his career record stands at 91-12 overall, including a mark of 46-6 in dual meets. 

Gomez’s credentials in the classroom are equally impressive as his statistics on the mat. In addition to earning Academic All-Big Ten 
honors this season, the native of the Dominican Republic also garnered National Wrestling Coaches Association (NWCA) All-Academic 
accolades. The human resources major currently sports a 3.14 GPA. 

PAST WINNERS - ALDERTON MALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR:
2008-Jeff Lerge (hockey); 2007-Jeff Lerg (hockey); 2006-Brad Gebauer (track and fi eld); 2005-Nick Simmons (wrestling); 2004-Jeff 
Smoker (football); 2003-Charles Rogers (football); 2002-Paul Terek (track and fi eld); 2001-Ryan Miller (hockey); 2000-Mateen Cleaves 
(basketball); 1999-Mateen Cleaves (basketball) and Mike York (hockey); 1998-Chad Alban (hockey); 1997-Reid Friedrichs (soccer); 
1996-David Morgan (wrestling); 1995-Shawn Respert (basketball); 1994-Emilio Collins (wrestling); 1993-Bryan Smolinski (hockey); 
1992-Anthony Hamm (cross country/track and fi eld); 1991-Steve Smith (basketball); 1990-Kip Miller (hockey) and Percy Snow (foot-
ball); 1989-Bobby Reynolds (hockey); 1988-Todd Krumm (football/baseball); 1987-Don McSween (hockey); 1986-Mike Donnelly 
(hockey), Lorenzo White (football), Scott Skiles (basketball); 1985-Sam Vincent (basketball); 1984-Carl Banks (football); 1983-Ron 
Scott (hockey); 1982-Ron Scott (hockey).

GEORGE ALDERTON FEMALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR
(Presented to top female athlete of 2008-09)

WINNER: Nicole Bush (Cross Country/Track and Field)

Nicole Bush has had arguably one of the best overall seasons in Michigan State history during both the cross country and outdoor track 
and fi eld seasons, setting the standard for the MSU track and fi eld/cross country program. Not only did she establish herself as one of 
the nation’s elite cross country runners, she made a name for herself on a world-wide level in the 3,000-meter steeplechase. Bush cur-
rently ranks second in the nation and 10th in the world in the 3,000-meter steeplechase after running a school-record time of 9:39.38 at 
the Stanford Jordan Payton Invitational in May. At the time, her mark was the fi fth-fastest ever run by a collegiate athlete and ranked 
second in the world during 2009. She is scheduled to run in the steeplechase at 2009 NCAA Track and Field Championships Wednesday 
evening in Fayetteville, Ark.
 



Bush also saw plenty of success on the cross country circuit in 2008 where she won the individual Big Ten title, earned All-America 
honors and was named both Big Ten and Great Lakes Regional Athlete of the Year. Bush is the fi rst member of the women’s track & fi eld 
program to earn the George Alderton Award since Jamie Krzyminski did so in 2004. 

“The Alderton Award is a tremendous honor for Nicole and well earned,” director of track and fi eld/cross country Walt Drenth said. 
“Nicole rightfully is among a long line of tremendous athletes. I believe she has exemplifi ed the award standard. Nicole, like the women 
who precede her, has outstanding gifts but earned the award by hard work, determination and passion for her sport. She has represented 
MSU, the athletic department, and our program with class and honor. We are fortunate to call her a Spartan.”

After earning MSU’s best-ever fi nish at 2007 NCAA Cross Country Championships, Bush entered the 2008 season with lofty expecta-
tions. Bush, already an All-American, earned the honor for the second straight season after fi nishing seventh at the NCAA Champion-
ships with a time of 20:08, the second-best fi nish ever by an MSU cross country athlete.  Bush ran away from the fi eld at the Big Ten 
Championships after clocking in at 20:15.18, 12 seconds faster than the next closest competitor, making her the third Spartan to win the 
event. Bush also became only the second Spartan to win the Great Lakes Regional meet after fi nishing the 6K trek in 20:48.45, helping 
the team to a third-place fi nish. 

Bush carried her success from cross country into the outdoor track and fi eld season, excelling in the steeplechase. Bush won the confer-
ence title with a Big Ten meet-record time of 9:41.97, fi nishing 17 seconds ahead of the next closest competitor. Bush followed that with 
an NCAA Mideast Regional Championship after running a Cardinal Park-record 9:57.66, earning a trip to the NCAA Championships in 
the steeplechase, her third appearance at the national championships in the event. Bush is a two-time All-American in the steeplechase, 
earning the distinction in 2006 and 2007. 

Despite being one of the nation’s elite steeplechase runners, Bush also saw plenty of success in other track and fi eld events. Bush was 
the only athlete in the Big Ten to rank in the league’s top seven in three different events - the 1,500, 5,000, and steeplechase - setting per-
sonal bests in all three. She was also named to the All-Big Ten fi rst team after claiming the Big Ten title in the steeplechase and fi nishing 
second in the 5,000-meter run. Her time of 15:55.41 in the 5,000 at the Big Ten Championships was just 0.55 second shy of fi rst place. 
Bush’s top times included a 9:39.38 in the steeplechase, a 15:54.26 in the 5,000 and a 4:23.11 in the 1,500. She ranked fi rst in the Big 
Ten in the steeplechase, second in the 5,000 and seventh in the 1,500, and was named Big Ten Athlete of the Week twice in 2008-09, 
once during cross country and once during the outdoor track & fi eld season.  

Bush graduated in May with a degree in interdisciplinary humanities.

PAST WINNERS - ALDERTON FEMALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR:
2008-Sara Brown (golf); 2007-Sara Brown (golf); 2006-Liz Shimek (basketball); 2005-Kristin Haynie (basketball); 2004-Jamie Krzy-
minski (cross country/track & fi eld); 2003-Michelle Carson (cross country) and Jamie Krzyminski (cross country/track & fi eld); 2002-
Emily Bastel (golf); 2001-Summer Mitchell (swimming & diving); 2000-Emily Bastel (golf); 1999-Carrie Carpenter (softball); 1998-Jill 
Lusher (fi eld hockey); 1997-Sevatheda Fynes (track & fi eld); 1996-Val Sterk (volleyball); 1995-Karen Winslow (soccer); 1994-Susan 
Francis (track & fi eld); 1993-Jodi Blotcher (gymnastics); 1992-Misty Allison (cross country/track & fi eld); 1991-Julie Farrell-Oven-
house (swimming & diving); 1990-Julie Farrell (swimming & diving); 1989-Julie Farrell (swimming & diving); 1988-Michelle Ingalls 
(gymnastics); 1987-Odessa Smalls (track & fi eld); 1986-Mary Schoenle (swimming & diving); 1985-Kelly Becker (volleyball); 1984-
Deanne Moore (softball); 1983-Judi Brown (track & fi eld); 1982-Molly Brennan (track & fi eld). 
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BIG TEN CONFERENCE MEDAL OF HONOR
(Presented to a male and female student-athlete at each conference institution for outstanding athletic and academic achievement)

MALE WINNER: Doug DeMartin (Soccer)

Doug DeMartin was the most prolifi c scorer on one of the most successful and memorable teams in MSU men’s soccer history. DeMartin 
led the Big Ten with 37 points and ranked fourth in the nation with 17 goals in 2008, helping MSU to the Big Ten regular season and 
tournament championships as well as a berth in the NCAA College Cup.   

“We are extremely excited for Doug to receive this prestigious award,” said men’s soccer head coach Damon Rensing. “Doug was not 
a highly recruited soccer player out of high school, so for him to receive this award is a sign of his dedication and drive to be the best 
he could be.

“Over the course of his career, Doug has represented the Big Ten Conference, Michigan State, and himself with class both on the fi eld 
and in the classroom. It is great to see a lifelong Spartan, who grew up in the Lansing area, receive the Big Ten Conference Medal of 
Honor.”

His 17 goals and 37 points were far and away the most in the conference, helping him unanimously earn Big Ten Player of the Year honors 
– the fi rst Spartan to do so since Reid Friedrichs in 1990. DeMartin, one of the most decorated Spartan athletes of 2008-09 season, earned 
a spot on the NSCAA/adidas All-America second team, was named a semifi nalist for the Hermann Trophy and became a unanimous All-
Big Ten selection in back-to-back years. The Mason native also garnered NSCAA/adidas All-Great Lakes fi rst-team accolades. 

DeMartin’s stellar senior season certainly came as no surprise as he led the conference in goals (12) and was named to the All-Big Ten 
fi rst team and the NSCAA/adidas All-Great Lakes Region second team as a junior. 

While DeMartin’s stats rank him as one of the best players in school history, his academic excellence is what made him a truly great stu-
dent-athlete. DeMartin became the fi rst player in MSU men’s soccer history to earn First-Team ESPN The Magazine/CoSIDA Academic 
All-America honors. He was also a four-time Academic All-Big Ten selection as well as a two-time NSCAA/adidas Scholar All-America 
fi rst-team honoree. DeMartin, who carried a 3.89 GPA, graduated with a fi nance degree in December 2008.

DeMartin’s off-the-fi eld qualities weren’t just limited to the classroom as he participated in several community service initiatives. He 
served as the men’s soccer representative on the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee for three years and volunteered in the Athletes for 
Kids Overnight and the “Make a Change” programs (raising money for cancer research). 

PAST WINNERS - BIG TEN CONFERENCE MEDAL OF HONOR MALE WINNERS: 
2008-Doug DeMartin (soccer); 2007-Drew Stanton (football); 2006-Drew Stanton (football); 2005-Chris Hill (basketball); 2004-Steve 
Manz (track and fi eld); 2003-Tyler Robinson (soccer); 2002-Josh Thornhill (football); 2001-Shaun Mason (football); 2000-Shawn 
Horcoff (hockey); 1999-Steve Schell (cross country/track & fi eld); 1998-Tyler Harlton (hockey); 1997-Tyler Harlton (hockey); 1996-
Brian Picklo (wrestling); 1995-Emilio Collins (wrestling); 1994-Steve Wasylk (football); 1993-Dave Smith (cross country/track & 
fi eld); 1992-Stuart Hirschman (baseball); 1991-Walt Bartels (hockey); 1990-Walt Bartels (hockey); 1989-Danton Cole (hockey); 1988-
Michael Davidson (baseball); 1987-Dean Altobelli (football); 1986-Don McSween (hockey); 1985-Carlton Evans (lacrosse); 1984-
Kelly Miller (hockey); 1983-Michael Brown (swimming & diving); 1982-Morten Andersen (football); 1981-Jay Vincent (basketball); 
1980-Mark Brammer (football); 1979-Gregory Kelser (basketball); 1978-Larry Bethea (football); 1977-Tyrone Willingham (football/
baseball); 1976-Pat Milkovich (wrestling); 1975-Dennis Olmstead (hockey); 1974-Robert Cassleman (track); 1973-Kenneth Popejoy 
(track); 1972-Herb Washington (track); 1971-Thomas Muir (wrestling); 1970-Richard Saul (football); 1969-Allen Brenner (football); 
1968-Dale Anderson (wrestling); 1967-Eugene Washington (football, track); 1966-Steve Juday (football); 1965-David Price (gymnas-
tics); 1964-George (Pete) Gent (basketball); 1963-Richard Schloemer (fencing); 1962-Edward Ryan (football); 1961-William Reynolds 
(track/cross country); 1960-Stan Tarshis (gymnastics); 1959-Robert Anderegg (basketball); 1958-Robert Jasson (hockey); 1957-Selwyn 
Jones (track); 1956-Carl Nystrom (football); 1955-Kevan Gosper (track); 1954-Robert Hoke (wrestling); 1953-John Wilson (football); 
1952-Orris Bender (wrestling); 1951-Everett Grandelius (football).
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FEMALE WINNER: Sarah Schmidt (Rowing)

Senior Sarah Schmidt, who played an instrumental role in helping the Spartan rowing team earn back-to-back Big Ten titles, was a 
member of the Spartan varsity eight crew for three seasons. She was the only Spartan on this year’s team to row at three NCAA National 
Regattas and helped the Spartans tie their best-ever fi nish – sixth –  at the event in three different seasons (2006, 2008 and 2009). Schmidt 
was named the 2009 Big Ten Athlete of the Year and was an All-Big Ten and CRCA All-Central Region fi rst-team selection.
 
“Sarah has been able to balance her rowing, academics and outside life in a way that few others can do,” rowing head coach Matt Weise 
said. “She is a great time manager and is able to focus on the moment. She has been an integral part of our team’s success.”

Schmidt sat in the sixth seat of the varsity eight boat throughout the regular season. Helping the crew to an undefeated regular-season 
ledger, Schmidt was a member of the only Spartan varsity eight to enter the Big Ten Championships with an unblemished record. The 
crew won its second straight Big Ten title on Griggs Reservoir, fi nished third at the Aramark South/Central Sprints, and placed sixth at 
the NCAA National Regatta. She became the fi fth rower in MSU history to earn the Big Ten Athlete of the Year award. Schmidt helped 
the varsity eight crew rank in the top three of the cMax rankings, which attempt to rank the nation’s fastest varsity eight crews, through-
out each week of the regular season.

A three-time Academic All-Big Ten selection, Schmidt graduated in May with a degree in special education/learning disabilities with a 
3.88 GPA. 

PAST WINNERS - BIG TEN CONFERENCE MEDAL OF HONOR FEMALE WINNERS: 
2008-Kate Burdick (rowing); 2007-Kristen Coleman (gymnastics); 2006-Liz Shimek (basketball); 2005-Veerle Goudswaard (fi eld hock-
ey); 2004-Michelle Carson (cross country/track & fi eld); 2003-Stephanie Anisko (swimming & diving); 2002-Carly Weiden (swimming 
& diving) and Krista Buzzell (crew); 2001-Carly Weiden (swimming & diving); 2000-Carly Weiden (swimming & diving); 1999-Carrie 
Carpenter (softball); 1998-Melissa Pryor (fi eld hockey); 1997-Val Sterk (volleyball); 1996-Patti Raduenz (softball); 1995-Laura Bell 
(cross country/track & fi eld); 1994-Laura Bell (cross country/track & fi eld); 1993-Ruth Aguayo (gymnastics); 1992-Misty Allison (cross 
country/track & fi eld); 1991-Emily Coatney (soccer); 1990-Eileen Shea (basketball); 1989-Mary Schoenle (swimming & diving); 1988-
Kim Hartwick (gymnastics); 1987-Lisa Marino (golf); 1986-Julie Polakowski (basketball); 1985-Kelly Belanger (basketball); 1984-
Anne Pewe (cross country/track & fi eld); 1983-Karen Wells (basketball); 1982-Lisa Speaker (golf). 

CHESTER BREWER LEADERSHIP AWARD
(Presented to a graduating senior in his or her last year of eligibility for distinguished performance in athletics and scholarship and for 
possessing a high degree of leadership qualities and skill.)

WINNER: Jeff Lerg (Hockey)

Senior goalie Jeff Lerg leaves Michigan State as one of the most decorated players in the storied history of the Spartan hockey program. 
Winner of the Alderton Award the past two years, he is this year’s recipient of the Chester Brewer Leadership Award.

Lerg fi nished the 2008-09 season ranked fourth nationally with 1,050 saves while averaging 32.5 saves per game, second in NCAA Di-
vision I. He also fi nished his career as the all-time saves leader (3,996) for both the Spartans and the CCHA; his total is second all-time 
in the NCAA annals.  

“Jeff is so deserving of all of the accolades he receives,” said hockey head coach Rick Comley. “He is truly a special individual, who 
through great self-discipline and an unequalled work ethic, achieves at such an amazingly high level at whatever he chooses to under-
take. He graduated near the top of his class, was a standout among our student-athletes in community service, and will be recognized as 
one of the most decorated hockey players in Michigan State history. Jeff embodies what we want our student-athletes to be not only at 
Michigan State, but in collegiate athletics on the whole.”

A 2008 ACHA All-American, Lerg was named the Detroit Athletic Club Michigan College Athlete of the Year, and was also a fi nalist 
for the AAU’s prestigious James E. Sullivan Award. Also, he was named as the USA Hockey College Player of the Year as a sophomore 
when he led the Spartans to the NCAA championship. A two-time All-CCHA selection, he was named to the CCHA All-Academic Team 
three times in his career. 

As a senior, he posted a 2.94 goals against average with a .921 save percentage. In his career, Lerg’s .921 save percentage ranks second 
all-time in the MSU annals and ties for 15th all-time in the NCAA record book. 
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Off the ice, Lerg’s resume is just as impressive. He was recently named the Academic All-America of the Year in the At-Large Divi-
sion by ESPN The Magazine, as selected by the College Sports Information Directors of America. Lerg earned First-Team Academic 
All-America honors for the second straight season, and in May graduated from Michigan State with a degree in fi nance, boasting a 3.81 
cumulative GPA. 

The co-recipient of the ninth annual Ilitch Humanitarian Award as the CCHA’s top citizen, Lerg has put in countless hours on community 
service projects. Among his signifi cant other commitments, he became passionate in developing a mentoring relationship with several 
young boys through the Big Brothers program and the Spartan Buddies program. While mentoring these boys, Lerg was inspired to fur-
ther help the fi ght against children’s cancer by being greatly involved with MSU’s “Shoot for a Cure” initiative, which has raised more 
than $20,000 in 15 months since its inception in January 2008. 
 
In addition to the Ilitch Award, Lerg was the recipient of the Lowe’s Senior Class Award for ice hockey, fi nalist for the national Hockey 
Humanitarian Award and won the prestigious Gwendolyn Norrell Community Service and Leadership Award from MSU. 

PAST WINNERS - CHESTER BREWER LEADERSHIP AWARD: 
2008-Ryan Brehm (golf); 2007-Taren James (track and fi eld); 2006-R.J. Boudro (wrestling); 2005-Kristin Haynie (basketball); 2004-Al-
lison Fouch (golf); 2003-Sandy Lewis (softball); 2002-Adam Hall (hockey); 2001-Ann Cieszkowski (soccer); 2000-Leah Nilsson (cross 
country/track & fi eld); 1999-Melissa Pryor (fi eld hockey); 1998-Kyle Baker (cross country); 1997-Dana Cooke (volleyball) and Tamika 
Matlock (basketball); 1996-Courtney DeBolt (volleyball); 1995-Eric Snow (basketball); 1994-Rob Fredrickson (football); 1993-Steve 
Johnson (baseball); 1992-Mike Gilmore (hockey); 1991-Becky Belanger (volleyball) and Eileen Shea (basketball); 1990-Chris Wil-
lertz (football); 1989-Sheila Ovenhouse (softball); 1988-Pat Shurmur (football); 1987-Shane Bullough (football); 1986-Anthony Bell 
(football); 1985-Kelly Miller (hockey); 1984-Michael Brown (swimming & diving); 1983-Eliot Tabron (track & fi eld); 1982-Shawn 
White (wrestling); 1981-Ray Stachowicz (football); 1980-Terry Donnelly (basketball); 1979-Rodger Bastien (baseball); 1978-Jeff Ru-
dolph (gymnastics); 1977-Gary Domagalski (golf); 1976-Thomas Ross (hockey); 1975-No Award Presented; 1974-Val Washington (la-
crosse); 1973-Jerry Sackmann (baseball); 1972-Greg Johnson (wrestling); 1971-Kim Hartman (cross country/track); 1970-Ronald Saul 
(football); 1969-Toby Towson (gymnastics); 1968-John Bailey (basketball/golf); 1967-Gary Dilley (swimming); 1966-Payton Fuller 
(soccer), James Curzi (gymnastics); 1965-Douglas Roberts (hockey/football); 1964-Sherman Lewis (track/football); 1963-George Azar 
(football/baseball); 1962-Stephen Johnson (gymnastics); 1961-William Steuart (swimming); 1960-Crawford “Forddy” Kennedy (cross 
country/track); 1959-Sam Williams (football); 1958-Dave Lean (track/cross country); 1957-Pat Wilson (football/basketball); 1956-
Earl Morrall (football/baseball); 1955-John Matsock (football/baseball); 1954-Tom Yewcic (football/baseball); 1953-Bert McLachlan 
(swimming); 1952-Robert Carey (football/track/basketball); 1951-Everett Grandelius (football)

DR. JAMES FEURIG ACHIEVEMENT & SERVICE AWARD
(Presented to a male or female graduating senior involved in athletics as a competitor or in a supporting role. The recipient should 
carry a minimum grade-point average of 3.0 or better, and in addition to athletic and academic success, demonstrate involvement in 
school/campus and community activities.)

WINNER: Katlyn Roggensack (Gymnastics)

Blending athletics and academics is never an easy task, but it’s even more remarkable when a student-athlete also fi nds time to excel 
in the community and be a leader among all of the varsity sports on campus. A four-year letterwinner on the gymnastics team, Katlyn 
Roggensack was one of the most active participants in the Student-Athlete Support Services (SASS) program in addition to serving as 
the president of the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC).

“Katlyn is the epitome of what a student-athlete should be,” said gymnastics head coach Kathie Klages. “She is dedicated to her sport, 
leads by example, excels in the classroom as well as on the competiton fl oor, and gives back to the community by volunteering for nu-
merous outreach activities. We are thrilled that she is the Feuring Award winner - it’s an award deserved for a job well done throughout 
her entire career at Michigan State.”

“What stood out about Katlyn is the fact that she got other student-athletes from all sports involved in our programs,” said Angela How-
ard, associate director of SASS and director of the student-athlete development program. “She was the voice of the student-athletes at 
MSU and brought people together. Katlyn was one of our go-to people and really was a leader in all aspects.”

The 2009 team MVP, Roggensack closed the season ranked eighth in the Big Ten on vault and recorded 11 top-three marks, including 
four fi rst-place fi nishes. She set a career high on vault with a 9.925 at the Chicago Style Invitational and notched a career-high 9.875 on 
fl oor exercise against Florida. Roggensack went on to tie her career high on fl oor at the Big Ten Championships, tying for 11th overall, 
and fi nished in a tie for eighth on vault with a 9.850 at the NCAA Central Regional.
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As president of SAAC, Roggensack represented Michigan State at the NCAA National Leadership Conference, attended the Big Ten 
SAAC meetings, and sat on the board of the University Athletic Council. She was one of the key members of the Children’s Miracle 
Network fund-raising committee and also the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk, including serving as team captain in 2008. 
Among the numerous community service outreach events she participated in, Roggensack was a four-year member of the Pen Pal and 
Teams for Toys programs.

In the classroom, Roggensack was a three-time Academic All-Big Ten selection and a four-time National Association of Collegiate 
Gymnastics Coaches (NACGC) Academic All-American. She had six perfect 4.0 GPA semesters and graduated with a 3.89 GPA in 
psychology.

FEURIG ACHIEVEMENT & SERVICE AWARD PAST WINNERS: 
2008-Matthew McNichols (swimming & diving); 2007-John Masters (football); 2006-Taren James (track and fi eld); 2005-Erin Carlson 
(soccer); 2004-Joe Tate (football); 2003-Brad Fast (hockey); 2002-Adam Hall (hockey); 2001-Deb White (fi eld hockey); 2000-Jennifer 
Hanink (soccer); 1999-Melissa Pryor (fi eld hockey); 1998-Dave Mudge (football); 1997-Stephanie Dueringer (cross country/track & 
fi eld); 1996-Susan Gibson (soccer); 1995-Angela Howard (gymnastics); 1994-Mill Coleman (football); 1993-Molly West (tennis) and 
Chris Brown (track & fi eld); 1992-Matt Steigenga (basketball); 1991-Jason Muzzatti (hockey); 1990-Dawna Wilson (gymnastics) and 
Todd Mercer (swimming & diving); 1989-Kelly Collister (volleyball); 1988-Keiko Timmerman (gymnastics); 1987-Kristen Nelson 
(swimming & diving) and Barry Fordham (basketball); 1986-John Wojciehowski (football); 1985-Bob Fossum (golf) and Riney Wilke 
(lacrosse); 1984-Michael Brown (swimming & diving); 1983-Syd Wells (golf); 1982-Molly Brennan (track & fi eld); 1981-Ivan Mer-
ritt (gymnastics); 1980-Michael Longaker (basketball); 1979-Kevin Willitts (lacrosse); 1978-Joan Garety (golf); 1977-Herb Lindsay, 
track/cross country.

BIG TEN SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD
(One member of each varsity sports team on every campus was chosen by the institution as a Sportsmanship Award honoree and from 
each university’s list, two outstanding Sportsmanship Award winners were then selected. All of the Sportsmanship Award honorees have 
distinguished themselves through sportsmanship and ethical behavior. In addition, these student-athletes must be in good academic 
standing and must have demonstrated good citizenship outside of the sports-competition setting.) 

MALE WINNER: Javon Ringer (Football) 

For all his accolades, perhaps the most impressive aspect of Javon Ringer’s playing career was his demeanor both on and off the fi eld. 
The All-America running back, who rushed for 1,637 yards and a school-record 22 touchdowns as a senior, was selected as Michigan 
State’s male recipient for the Big Ten Sportsmanship Award. A Doak Walker Award fi nalist and fi rst-team All-Big Ten selection, Ringer 
fi nished 10th in the fi nal balloting for the Heisman Trophy and was chosen by the Tennessee Titans in the fi fth round (No. 173 overall) 
of the 2009 National Football League Draft. 

The 5-foot-9, 205-pound Ringer led the nation in scoring (10.2 points per game) and rushing TDs (22) in 2008 while ranking fourth 
in rushing (125.9 yards per game) and 15th in all-purpose yards (157.8 ypg.). He led the Big Ten in scoring and all-purpose yards and 
ranked second in rushing. His 1,637 yards rank as the second-highest single-season rushing total in school history. Ringer became the 
fi rst Spartan to record back-to-back 1,000-yard seasons since T.J. Duckett in 2000-01 and recorded seven 100-yard rushing games as a 
senior.

His 390 carries also led the nation - 23 more attempts than the second running back on the list. He recorded four of the six highest single-
game carry totals in the NCAA Football Bowl Subdivision last season (career best 44 vs. Indiana, 43 vs. Florida Atlantic, 39 vs. Notre 
Dame and 37 vs. Michigan). 

Ringer ranks fi rst on MSU’s all-time list in all-purpose yards (5,426), second in rushing yards (4,398) and fourth in rushing TDs (34; tied 
with Blake Ezor, 1986-89). The Dayton, Ohio, native had 19 career 100-yard rushing games and 11 career multi-TD games. 

“Javon Ringer is a complete and explosive football player,” football head coach Mark Dantonio said. “He’s a durable running back, with 
outstanding change of direction, and he can be equally productive running the ball inside or outside. In addition, Javon is a great blocker 
in pass protection, and he’s a threat as a pass receiver coming out of the backfi eld. He also possesses all of the intangibles. He’s very 
coachable, has an outstanding work ethic and is a remarkable competitor. 

“Javon truly was the heart and soul of our football team last season. No running back in the country was asked to carry more of his team’s 
workload (than Javon).” 
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FEMALE WINNER: Lisa Senakiewich (Track and Field) 

During her time at Michigan State, track and fi eld senior Lisa Senakiewich has put together a career fi lled with honors, but saved the 
best for her senior season. Starting during the cross country season, Senakiewich established herself as one of the top runners for the 
Spartans. Senakiewich went on to be distinguished as an All-Big Ten, All-Great Lakes Regional selection and became the 13th NCAA 
All-American in program history. 

“We are extremely proud of Lisa,” director of track and fi eld/cross country Walt Drenth said. “She has consistently performed extremely 
well this season. We had good leadership on this team and Lisa was a big part of that.”

Senakiewich placed fi fth overall at the Big Ten Championships with a time of 20:42.20, sixth at the Great Lakes Regional with a time of 
21:21.00 and 21st at nationals with a time of 21:34.00. Senakiewich joins teammate Nicole Bush as the only two Spartans to earn All-Big 
Ten, All-Region and All-America accolades this season.

Senakiewich carried her success into the track season where she qualifi ed for the NCAA Championships during both the indoor and 
outdoor season. She shattered the 27-year school record in the mile run during the indoor season, running a time of 4:40.91. She went 
on to fi nish 17th at the NCAA Indoor Championships.
 
Senakiewich also qualifi ed for the NCAA Championships during the outdoor season in the 5,000-meter run. She earned the automatic 
berth after fi nishing third overall at the NCAA Mideast Regional with a time of 16:12.88. 

Not only has she seen success on the track, but Senakiewich is a four-time USTFCCCA All-Academic selection on both the track and 
cross country course. She has also been an eight-time Academic All-Big Ten selection on both the track and cross country circuit. Sena-
kiewich, who had a 3.55 GPA, graduated in May with a degree in English.

#MSU#


