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“The trees, the campus, the tradition — you’ll love 
this place instantly and forever.”

- Jim Steeg, COO San Diego Chargers

“If you have a picture of a college campus in mind, 
Miami looks the way you think a campus should.”

- Paul Brown

WHAT THEY’RE SAYING
l The 2009 U.S.News & World Report 
college rankings lists Miami Uni-
versity 26th among the top public 
universities in the nation, once again 
recognizing Miami for providing 
"outstanding examples of academic 
programs that are believed to lead to 
student success."

l According to The Center for College 
Affordability & Productivity (CCAP)/
Forbes.com's first ranking of Amer-
ica's Best Colleges, Miami ranks as 
the top public university in Ohio for a 
quality education based on student 
satisfaction, affordability, and success. 
(2008)

l The Fiske Guide to Colleges 2007 
praises Miami as "one of the rising 
stars among state universities" for its 
"strong emphasis on liberal arts and 
its opportunities for research, travel 
abroad, and leadership."

l The Peace Corps’ latest Top 25 
list, which recognizes colleges and 
universities that have produced the 
most Peace Corp volunteers, ranks 
Miami seventh among medium-sized 
schools, with 809 of our alumni having 
served since the organization’s found-
ing in 1961. (2009) 

l Identifying the most noteworthy 
colleges in both the United States and 
Canada, the 2007 edition of The In-
sider's Guide to the Colleges describes 
Miami as a Public Ivy that "takes 
education seriously."

l Barron's Best Buys in College Educa-
tion 2007 says many people think of 
Miami when they "look for a public 
university with the academic offerings 
and collegiate life-styles of many of 
the more prestigious private institu-
tions."

l Miami was named one of 30 schools 
in the United States that offers "an 
education comparable to that at Ivy 
League universities at a fraction of 
the price" in the book The Public Ivies: 
America's Flagship Universities.

l Once again, Miami University has 
been identified as a best value in 
Kiplinger’s annual list of the “100 
Best Values in Public Colleges.” (2009) 
Miami has appeared as a top 100 
value every year since the first list was 
published in 1998.

This is Miami
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“The most beautiful college there is.”
- Robert Frost

“Hollywood couldn’t build a better 
college set.”

- Ara Parseghian

MIAMI POINTS OF PRIDE
l In BusinessWeek magazine's latest rank-
ing of undergraduate business programs, 
Miami's Farmer School of Business appears 
among the nation's top five percent, rank-
ing sixth among public universities and 
colleges. (2009)

l Miami's Interior Design program is 
ranked ninth in the nation, according to 
the 2009 edition of "America's Best Archi-
tecture & Design Schools" published by 
DesignIntelligence magazine. This annual 
report is considered the definitive school 
ranking as determined by design firms 
that hire recent college graduates.

l Survey results just released by Entrepre-
neur magazine and The Princeton Review 
show the Miami University Institute for 
Entrepreneurship ranks 16th among the 
nation's undergraduate entrepreneurship 
programs. (2008)

l Once again, the latest data on student 
retention shows that nearly 90 percent of 
first-year students return for their sopho-
more year. (2008)

l In an Institute for International Educa-
tion report on the number of students 
studying abroad, Miami remains among 
the top universities in the nation, ranking 
22nd among doctoral institutions. The 
latest figures show more than 35 percent 
of Miami students studying abroad before 
they graduate. (2008)

l According to the latest NCAA data, 
Miami's graduation rates are among the 
highest nationally, ninth among NCAA Divi-
sion I public universities (81 percent) and 
first in Ohio.

l Of all qualified students applying to 
medical school, 64 percent of Miami 
students are accepted, compared to 47 
percent nationally. The figure rises to more 
than 81 percent for Miami students who 
earn at least an 8 (range of 1–15) on any 
section of the MCAT. (2008)

l Miami’s undergraduate and master’s de-
gree programs in accountancy were ranked 
11th and 18th in the nation, respectively, 
by Public Accounting Report. The rankings 
climb to third and fifth, respectively, among 
universities without a doctoral program. 
(2007)

l Because our academic reputation is a 
magnet for employers, Miami sponsors 
one of the largest collegiate career fairs in 
the country. Compared with on-campus 
recruitment programs at other universities 
our size, nearly twice as many employers 
recruit at Miami, and four times as many 
on-campus interviews are conducted. 
(2008)

l In a recent report of the National Survey 
of Student Engagement (NSSE) assessing 
the extent to which students engage in 
“educationally effective” activities, scores 
reflecting the academic experiences of 
Miami first-year students and seniors were 
higher than those of students at regional 
and national peer universities. (2007)

l Miami is among a select group of uni-
versities in the nation that have produced 
a Rhodes Scholar, a Truman Scholar, and a 
Goldwater Scholar in the same academic 
year. Other schools in this select group are 
Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Duke, Stanford, 
Syracuse, and the University of Washing-
ton. 

This is Miami
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Miami has received national acclaim from a number of publi-
cations. The following are some of the things the experts are 
saying about Miami and excerpts from some of the publica-
tions that rank Miami among the nation’s top institutions.

Miami ranks 21st among the top 50 public national universities. 
It was one of only two institutions among the top 25 publics 
whose primary focus is on undegraduate students. It also is 
one of only two Ohio universities ranked among the top 25 
public national universities.

— US News and World Report

Miami is listed as one of the 331 most interesting colleges in 
the nation.

— Newsweek

The “beautiful wooded campus” of Miami University is just one 
of the reasons “this is a public school that feels like a private 
school.” Miami’s “small rural classic college town” of Oxford “is 
very college-oriented, and the vast study abroad opportunities 
activities draw widespread student praise.”

— Princeton Review

MORE PRAISE FOR MIAMI

“Miami University is the ideal college for people who take 
pride in academics, still want to savor the college life of a 
thriving Greek system, and experience a well-rounded liberal 
education in a safe, yet daring, atmosphere.”

— The Insider’s Guide to the Colleges: 2007

“Miami was founded in 1809 to provide a classical liberal arts 
education and has never strayed. Fifty percent of classes have 
less than 25 students, and most are taught by full-time profes-
sors ... Miami emphasizes academic opportunities that make 
it one of the rising stars among state universities.”

— Fisk Guide To Colleges: 2007

Miami University has “academics titled towards preparing 
students for the professions and leadership roles. Miami is 
All-American, wrapped up in academic gowns ... order and 
beauty on the hill plateau of Oxford ... a brick main street, 
modified Georgian buildings, old and new ... immaculate 
everything.”

— The Public Ivys

This is Miami
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PREMIER STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS
l According to Eduventures, a research and assessment 
consortium, Miami students rank near the very top among 
the comparative institutions nationally in leadership program 
participation. Seventy percent of Miami students said they 
engage in these programs, compared to 55% at the benchmark 
institutions. (2008)

l For the eighth time in the past 10 years, Miami's Gamma 
Gamma chapter of Pi Sigma Epsilon, a national marketing 
fraternity, was named top chapter. (2008)

l Miami's speech team members won four state titles at the 
Ohio Forensics Association State Championship in February 
2008. Additionally, results from both the American Forensics 
Association and the National Forensics Association show that 
since 1999, Miami's speech team has won 21 national champi-
onship titles—more than any other university in the country.

l Miami's James Lewis Family Mock Trial Program took third 
place in the 2008 Mock Trial National Championship Tour-
nament hosted in Minneapolis April 4–6. Miami's team has 
captured 13 regional championships in 14 years and 10 top-15 
finishes nationally.

l In 2008, Miami placed third among 400 schools competing 
in RecycleMania, an intercollegiate recycling contest Miami 
co-founded in 2001. 

FIRST-RATE FACILITIES
l  Miami has completed a number of new facilities in recent 
years, including an engineering building and the Goggin 
Ice Center. A new business school facility is currently under 
construction, and plans are being made for a new student 
center. (2008)

l In the latest student survey, 97 percent of students reported 
they were satisfied or very satisfied with university cleanliness 
of public spaces in Miami's residence halls and the quality of 
food and services. (2008)

l Since 2004, Miami University's Food Service has received 
30 awards in national dining competitions, with Miami win-
ning more first-place awards (15) than any other university in 
North America.

l Wireless computing capabilities (802.11g) are available in 
all buildings on all Miami campuses as well as many "green 
spaces" located in common areas.

l Eighty percent of Miami's faculty use the online course 
management system Blackboard, giving students access to 
bulletin boards, chat rooms, syllabi, grades, and other course 
materials. (2008)

l In the latest survey assessing the quality of service and fa-
cilities among Ohio university libraries, Miami ranked among 
the leaders in all benchmarked areas. 

This is Miami
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C. Michael Armstrong ‘61
Former chairman and CEO of AT&T 
and former chairman of Comcast 
Corp.

Richard T. Farmer ‘56
Chairman of the board of Cintas Corp.

Richard Smucker ‘70
President of Smucker’s brand foods

Carolyn J. Jenkins ‘74 
Former national president of the 
League of Women Voters, and school 
administrator

Stanley Arthur ‘57
Former vice-chief of Naval Operations 
and commander of U.S. Naval Forces 
Central Command during Desert 
Storm

Benjamin Harrison 1852
23rd president of the United States

Ira Berkow ‘63
Sports columnist for The New York 
Times and 2001 Pulitzer Prize winner

Rita Dove ‘73
Former U.S. poet laureate who be-
came the first African American and 
the youngest individual to occupy the 
post

Bill Hemmer ‘87
FOX news anchor

P.J. O’Rourke ‘69
Political satirist, former international 
desk chief for Rolling Stone magazine, 
and correspondent for The Atlantic

Marilyn Gaston ‘60
Former assistant surgeon general and 
first African American and first female 
to direct a public health service 
bureau	
General Joseph Ralston ‘65
Former supreme allied commander of 
NATO Forces in Europe

Marvin Pierce ‘16
Former president of McCall publish-
ing corporation and grandfather to 
President George W. Bush

Walter Alston ‘32
Former manager of the Brooklyn and 
Los Angeles Dodgers, winning seven 
pennants and four world champion-
ships

Wayne Embry ‘58
Retired president and COO of the 
Cleveland Cavaliers and the first Afri-
can American general manager in any 
professional sport

Ron Harper ‘86
Assistant coach for the Detroit Pistons, 
retired member of five NBA champi-
onship teams, and second-leading 
scorer in MAC history

William Mulliken ‘61
Olympic gold medalist in swimming

Jim Steeg ‘72
COO of the San Diego Chargers and 
former NFL senior vice president for 
special events

Wally Szczerbiak ‘99
NBA forward for the Cleveland Cavaliers 

MOTHER MIAMI

Long known for its strong Greek system and the part 
it has played in the development of fraternities and 

sororities across the country, Miami enjoys a reputa-
tion as “Mother of Fraternities.”
	 Alpha Delta Phi was the first Greek letter fraternity 
to find its way onto campus and served to spark the 
formation of Beta Theta Pi in 1839 as the first fraternity 
founded West of the Allegheny Mountains, and Phi 
Delta Theta in 1848. Sigma Chi would be started on 
campus in 1855, and the three fraternities together 
would become known nationally as “The Miami Triad.”
	 With women earning their first Miami degrees in 
1900, sororities were soon to follow on campus. Delta 
Zeta was the first sorority to be founded at Miami in 
1902.
	 A century after the first Greek organizations found 
their way onto Miami’s campus, one-sixth of all the 
members of the Greek fraternities and sororities in the 
U.S. and Canada were connected to the organizations 
founded at Miami. Beta Theta Pi, Phi Delta Theta and 
Delta Zeta still have their headquarters in Oxford.  

BIRTHPLACE OF THE MCGUFFEY READER

Perhaps the greatest contribution to American soci-
ety devised on Miami University’s campus was the 

development of the famed McGuffey Readers, which 
were created by Miami professor William Holmes 
McGuffey.
	 Using a different approach than his predecessors, 
McGuffey combined a sense of early American opti-
mism with everyday symbols and simple moral lessons 
to teach students how to think and behave while they 
were learning to read.
	 McGuffey’s textbooks, which were published 
between 1830 and 1841, would influence five genera-
tions of Americans from the 1830’s to 1920’s and are 
still in print today. With more than 130 million copies 
published, the McGuffey Readers are second to only 
the Bible in copies produced.
	 The home where McGuffey created his readers still 
stands on the Miami campus in Oxford, serving as a 
museum. It was declared a National Historic Landmark 
in 1966. 

This is Miami
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Since its inception in 1946, the Mid-Amer-
ican Conference has progressively grown 
and developed into one of the most aggres-
sive Division I conferences in the country. 
One of only 11 football Bowl Subdivision 
(FBS) conferences, the MAC named Dr. Jon 
Steinbrecher as its eighth commissioner in 
the 63-year history of the league this past 
March.  Steinbrecher came to the MAC after 
serving for six years as the commissioner of 
the Ohio Valley Conference.

The league has grown its commitment 
to championships by expanding to six its 
number of neutral site post season events 
– football (Detroit’s Ford Field), volleyball 
(Toledo’s SeaGate Centre), men’s and wom-
en’s basketball (Cleveland’s Quicken Loans 
Arena), softball (Akron’s Firestone Stadium) 
and most recently baseball (Chillicothe’s VA 
Memorial Stadium).

The MAC tied a league record in 2008 with 
five schools participating in bowl games – 
Buffalo (International); Ball State (GMAC); 
Central Michigan (Motor City); Western 
Michigan (Texas); and Northern Illinois (In-
dependence Bowl). The 2008 season also 
saw the first MAC football team ranked in 
the Top 25 since 2003.  Ball State was ranked 
as high as 12th in the BCS Standings, 12th 
in the AP and 13th in the USA Today Poll. 
The Cardinals were ranked in all three polls 
for 10 straight weeks. MAC football teams 
won a league record four games versus op-
ponents from the Big Ten. Toledo became 
the first MAC team to ever beat Michigan 
in Ann Arbor; Ball State won its first-ever 
game against a Big Ten foe when the Cardi-
nals beat Indiana; Central Michigan also de-
feated Indiana; and Western Michigan beat 
Illinois in a game played at Ford Field.

In its partnership with ESPN, the MAC signed 
an eight-year rights agreement through 
the 2016-2017 academic year for football, 
as well as men’s and women’s basketball. 
The deal will be the most extensive in the 
63-year history of the conference. The new 
deal calls for a minimum of 25 events annu-
ally to be produced and aired on an ESPN 
platform including the men’s and women’s 
basketball championships, a regular-season 
MAC presence on ESPN, the Marathon MAC 
Football Championship and a minimum of 
11 regular-season football games.

Women’s athletics shined for the MAC this 
past year. For the first time in the history of 
the conference the MAC sent three teams to 
the NCAA women’s volleyball tournament 
(Miami, Ohio and Western Michigan).  West-
ern Michigan became only the third team to 
make it to the Sweet Sixteen (Ohio 2005 and 
Western Michigan 1983). In women’s basket-
ball MAC Tournament Champion Ball State 
upset perennial national power Tennessee 
in the first round of the NCAA tournament 

handing the Lady Vols their first ever loss 
in the opening round of the NCAA tourna-
ment. The victory was named “Pontiac Game 
Changing Performance” of the 2009 NCAA 
Women’s Basketball Tournament, while first 
year head coach Kelly Packard was named 
Maggie Dixon Division I Rookie Coach of the 
Year by the WBCA.

Akron continued its dominance of MAC 
men’s soccer with its 11 regular-season 
championship to go along with its sixth MAC 
Tournament title – both league records. The 
Zips were ranked as high as No. 2 during the 
season and reached the Sweet Sixteen of the 
NCAA Tournament before falling to North-
western, 1-0. Steve Zakuani, who helped 
guide the University of Akron men’s soccer 
program to a record-setting campaign in 
2008, was the first overall pick of the 2009 
Major League Soccer Super Draft. Zakuani 
earned 2008 MAC Men’s Soccer Player of the 
Year honors and was a finalist for the Her-
mann Trophy, which goes to the best men’s 
soccer player in the country. 

The conference now has national leadership 
positions on the following NCAA commit-
tees: Warde Manual, Buffalo (Academic Cab-
inet); Susan Lipnickey, Miami (Leadership 
Council and Infractions Appeals); Derrick 
Gragg, Eastern Michigan (Legislative Coun-
cil); Dr. John Peters, Northern Illinois (Board 
of Directors); Tom Collins, Ball State (Ama-
teurism Cabinet); Kelly Andrews, Toledo 
(Awards, benefits, Expenses & Financial Aid 
Cabinet); Stephannnie Harvey-Vandenburg, 
Eastern Michigan (Recruiting & Athletic 
Personal Issues Cabinet); Brad Bates, Miami 
(Academic Performance); Eileen Jennings, 
Central Michigan (Infractions); Ted McKown, 
Kent State (International Students Records); 
Jim Klein, Toledo (Legislative Review & Inter-
pretations); Karin Lee, Ball State (Minority 
Opportunities and Interest); Melody Reifel 
Werner, Eastern Michigan (Research); Catha-
rine Marsszeky, Kent State (Student-Athlete 
Advisory); Lee Merserve, Bowling Green 
(Walter Byers Scholarship).
The MAC also has representation on Divi-
sion I Sport Committees and related gov-
erning groups: Cathy O’Donnell, Kent State 
(Field Hockey); Dave Heeke, Central Michi-
gan (Football Issues); Marling “Newt” Engle, 
Akron (Rifle); Karin Lee, Ball State (Tennis); 
Rich Ceronie (Track & Field); Laing Kennedy, 
Kent State (Men’s Basketball); Charlie Coles, 
Miami (Men’s Basketball Issues); Jim Schaus, 
Ohio and Reggie Witherspoon, Buffalo 
(Men’s Basketball Rules); Steven Cady, Mi-

ami (Men’s Ice Hockey); Mary Lu Gribschaw, 
Akron (Men’s Soccer); Greg Christopher, 
Bowling Green (Women’s Basketball); Anu-
cha Brown-Sanders, Buffalo and Donyale 
Canada, MAC (Women’s Basketball Issues); 
Curt Miller, Bowling Green (Women’s Basket-
ball Rules); Jerry Reighard, Central Michigan 
(Gymnastics); Matt Wolfert, Ball State (Wom-
en’s Soccer); Dee Abrahamson, Northern Illi-
nois (Women’s Softball Rules); Derek van der 
Merwe, Central Michigan (Wrestling).  

From two-time Super Bowl quarterback win-
ning Ben Roethlisberger (Miami University), 
NFL Defensive MVP James Harrison (Kent 
State University), British Open winner Ben 
Curtis (Kent State University), World Series 
winning manager Bob Brenly (Ohio Univer-
sity) and Olympic bobsled team member 
Brock Kreitzburgh (University of Toledo), 
the Mid-American Conference continues to 
excel in producing leaders in the world of 
athletics.

History of the MAC
Based in Cleveland since July 1999 following 
a 15-year stay in Toledo, Ohio, the MAC has 
established historic measurements in both 
football and men’s and women’s basketball 
since moving to Northeast Ohio.

The Mid-American Conference was founded 
as a five-school league on February 24, 1946 
in Columbus, Ohio with Ohio, Butler, Cincin-
nati, Wayne State and Western Reserve ad-
mitted as charter members.  The Mid-Ameri-
can Conference has 12 full-time schools and 
a 13th, Temple, for football only.  Comprising 
the East Division is the University of Akron 
(joined in 1992), Bowling Green State Uni-
versity (1952), University at Buffalo (1998), 
Kent State University (1951), Miami Uni-
versity (1947), Ohio University (1946) and 
Temple University (2007).  The West Division 
members are Ball State University (1973), 
Central Michigan University (1971), Eastern 
Michigan University (1971), Northern Illinois 
University (1975-86, 1997), University of To-
ledo (1950) and Western Michigan Univer-
sity (1947).

In 1946 men’s basketball was the first com-
petitive sport in the MAC, which now spon-
sors a total 23 sports. Women’s sports were 
brought into the conference’s structure in 
1980.

For men, championships (11) are sponsored 
in football, basketball, baseball, cross coun-
try, soccer, swimming and diving, indoor 
track and field, outdoor track and field, wres-
tling, golf and tennis.

For women, championships (12) are spon-
sored in basketball, softball, volleyball, cross 
country, field hockey, golf, soccer, swimming 
and diving, gymnastics, indoor track and 
field, outdoor track and field and tennis.

MAC Office
24 Public Square, 15th Floor

Cleveland, OH 44113
Phone: (216) 566-4622

Fax: (216) 858-9622
www.MAC-Sports.com

The MAC



2009-10 Schedule
Date	 Opponent / Event	 Location	 Time / Result
10/03/09	 Red & White Intrasquad Meet	 Oxford, Ohio	 9:00 a.m. ET
10/09/09	 at Evansville *	 Evansville, Ind.	 6:00 p.m. ET
10/10/09	 at Southern Illinois *	 Carbondale, Ill.	 2:00 p.m. ET
10/24/09	 vs. Xavier	 Oxford, Ohio	 1:00 p.m. ET
10/30/09	 at Purdue	 West Lafayette, Ind.	 5:00 p.m. ET
10/31/09	 at Notre Dame/Cleveland State	 Notre Dame, Ind.	 1:00 p.m. ET
11/13/09	 vs. Ohio State	 Oxford, Ohio	 5:00 p.m. ET
11/14/09	 vs. Kenyon	 Oxford, Ohio	 1:00 p.m. ET
12/03/09	 vs. Miami Invitational	 Oxford, Ohio	 6:00 p.m. ET
12/04/09	 vs. Miami Invitational	 Oxford, Ohio	 9:00 a.m. ET
 	 vs. Miami Invitational	 Oxford, Ohio	 6:00 p.m. ET
12/05/09	 vs. Miami Invitational	 Oxford, Ohio	 9:00 a.m. ET
 	 vs. Miami Invitational	 Oxford, Ohio	 6:00 p.m. ET
01/15/10	 vs. Cincinnati	 Oxford, Ohio	 6:00 p.m. ET
01/23/10	 at Buffalo *	 Buffalo, N.Y.	 1:00 p.m. ET
01/30/10	 vs. Eastern Michigan *	 Oxford, Ohio	 1:00 p.m. ET
02/06/10	 at Ball State *	 Muncie, Ind.	 1:00 p.m. ET
03/04/10-	 MAC Championships	 Ypsilanti, Mich.	 12:00 p.m. ET
03/06/10			   7:00 p.m. ET
03/05/10-	 Ohio Senior Meet	 Oxford, Ohio	 9:00 a.m. ET
03/07/10			   6:00 p.m. ET
03/12/10	 NCAA Diving Regionals	 West Lafayette, Ind.	 1:00 p.m. ET
03/13/10	 NCAA Diving Regionals	 West Lafayette, Ind.	 1:00 p.m. ET
03/25/10-	 USA Swimming Sectionals	 Indianapolis, Ind.	 9:00 a.m. ET
03/27/10			   6:00 p.m. ET
03/25/10-	 NCAA Championships	 Columbus, Ohio	 12:00 p.m. ET
03/27/10			   7:00 p.m. ET




