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 As children, 
we all are asked, 
“What do you 
want to be when 
you grow up?” 
Then, they dream 
about that chosen 
profession and 
how to succeed in 
it.
 For new Ti-
gers’ head coach 
Josh Pastner, he 
not only dreamed 
about what he 
wanted to do as a 

kid, but he put his plan into action as early as el-
ementary school. According to his father, Hal, Josh 
read and studied every book on basketball he could 
fi nd. Pastner also traveled with his father’s summer 
basketball team and stayed in the gym from early 
morning until the last game was fi nished. Further-
more, Pastner wrote scouting reports on players and 
sent them to college coaches when he was barely a 
teenager.
 Pastner is doing now what he dreamed of as a 
kid — coaching college basketball — with a tireless, 
relentless drive. And, he now will use those excep-
tional qualities in the role as the 17th head coach in 
Memphis basketball history.
 In only his fi rst season as an assistant on the 
Memphis staff in 2008-09, Pastner helped the Ti-
gers continue their rarefi ed success. This past year, 
Memphis continued its magical ride with a 33-4 
overall record and another perfect 16-0 mark in the 
Conference USA regular season — the program’s 
third-straight year of perfection in league play. The 
Tigers entered the NCAA Tournament Sweet 16 on 
a school-record 27-game win streak, also the longest 
in the nation. This past year’s Sweet 16 appearance 
was the program’s fourth straight, tying a school 
mark.
 Memphis made it another sweep of the C-USA 
crowns, winning the league’s tournament for a 
fourth-consecutive season. The Tigers also jumped 
into the top fi ve of both national polls, reaching as 
high as the No. 2 spot. Memphis fi nished the regu-
lar season ranked No. 3 in the fi nal Associated Press 
poll and No. 2 in the ESPN/USA Today poll.
 The Tigers won 30 games for a fourth-straight 
year (2006-09), becoming the fi rst school in NCAA 
Division I history to accomplish the feat. In 2007-
08, Memphis was the second school in NCAA histo-
ry to have three-straight 30-win seasons. Kentucky 
was the fi rst to do so from 1947-49 and 1996-98. 
UCLA joined the elite group later in 2007-08.
 In Pastner’s first year, the Tigers extended 
their Conference USA win streak to an impressive 
61-straight games (regular season and tournament), 
which is the second-longest streak of its kind in 
NCAA Division I history. The 1945-50 Kentucky 
teams have the longest conference win streak in 
NCAA history at 64 straight. For regular season 
games only, the Tigers’ C-USA streak is at 49 straight, 

and that is the second-longest in NCAA history to 
UCLA’s 50 straight from 1970-74.
 The Kingwood, Texas, native joined the Tiger 
program as an assistant in May 2008 at the time 
of the most successful run in school history. The 
previous three years, Memphis was the winningest 
program in NCAA Division I with 104 victories 
(104-10 record) and advanced to the 2008 NCAA 
championship game and 2006 and 2007 NCAA Elite 
Eights. The Tigers won over 30 games all three sea-
sons — including an NCAA record 38 victories in 
2007-08 — and swept the Conference USA regular 
season and tournament titles, posting an incredible 
54-1 mark against league foes over that span of 
time.
 Since 2005-06, the Tigers have 
been a mainstay in the national 
polls. Memphis has reached the 
top fi ve in both national polls each 
of the last four years (2006-09). In 
2007-08, Memphis made school 
history with its climb to the No. 1 
spot in both national polls and re-
mained there for a program-record, 
fi ve-straight weeks. 
 Pastner came to Memphis af-
ter a successful six-year stint as 
an assistant coach on the Univer-
sity of Arizona staff. From 2003-
08, Arizona averaged nearly 23 
wins per season (137-60 record; 
.695 winning percentage), cap-
tured two Pac-10 regular season 
championships (2003, 2005) and 
advanced to two NCAA Tourna-
ment regional finals (2003, 2005). 
The Wildcats earned NCAA Tour-
nament berths in each of Pastner’s 
six seasons as an assistant coach.
 Pastner, who was with the Ari-
zona program as a player, adminis-
trator and coach since 1996, was a 
key cog in the Wildcats’ recruiting 
efforts and working with the pro-
gram’s big men.
 In his six seasons as an assistant 
in Tucson, Pastner’s tireless efforts 
on the recruiting trail paid big divi-
dends, as the Wildcats continued 
to successfully recruit top-notch 
student-athletes. Arizona’s recruit-
ing classes were among the best na-
tionally in each of his six seasons as 
an assistant. In June of 2005, Rivals.

com’s Chris Wallace named Pastner one of college 
basketball’s top 25 recruiters, writing, “Any list of 
top recruiters must include Pastner.” In May 2008, 
FoxSports.com rated Pastner as the No. 7 high-
major recruiter in the country.  And just recently, 
Basketball Times named Pastner the No. 5 assistant 
coach in the country in the publication’s April 2009 
issue.
 Pastner’s hard work is not only seen on the re-
cruiting trail, but also on the court as evidenced by 
the outstanding play of Arizona’s frontline. Former 
Wildcat All-Americans Luke Walton and Channing 
Frye each fl ourished under Pastner’s tutelage. Both 
showed marked improvement each season under 
Pastner, eventually turning themselves into NBA 
draft picks — Walton a second-round pick by the 
Los Angeles Lakers in 2003 and Frye a fi rst-round 
pick of the New York Knicks in 2005. 
 Pastner’s efforts were also evident in the prog-
ress of current Wildcat Jordan Hill. An unheralded 
recruit when he entered the program in 2006, Hill 
blossomed into one of the fi nest big men in the Pac-
10 Conference, posting averages of 13.2 points, 7.9 
rebounds and 1.6 blocked shots per game to go with 
a .620 fi eld goal percentage in 2007-08. 
 During his time at Arizona, Pastner was also 
involved in a wealth of charitable organizations, in-
cluding the Boys and Girls Clubs of Tucson, Boy 
Scouts of America, Leukemia and Lymphoma So-
ciety, Naval Special Warfare Foundation, Special 
Olympics and various local law enforcement sup-
port groups to name a few. His charitable efforts got 



him named to the Tucson Business Edge’s “40 
Under 40” list for 2007. The honor recognizes 
local business leaders under 40 years of age. 
The annual list not only recognizes recipients 
for professional success, but community in-
volvement, public service and participation in 
trade groups or professional organizations.
 In the 2001-02 season, Pastner served as 
the team’s video and recruiting coordinator, as 
well as an administrative assistant. In that role, 
he oversaw the team’s video room and assisted 
in fi lm editing, as designated by the coaching 
staff. Pastner coordinated all recruiting mail-
ings and assisted in monitoring the academic 
progress of the program’s student-athletes. He 
fi lled the coaching vacancy left when former as-
sistant Jay John left to become the head coach at 
Oregon State. Pastner assumed his full-time as-
sistant coach responsibilities on Apr. 10, 2002.
 Pastner made the step up from the play-
ing ranks to the coaching world in June 2000 
when he was named an undergraduate assistant 
coach for Arizona. Pastner, who played for the 
Wildcats from 1996-2000, had similar duties as 
the three assistant coaches, but could not go on the 
road to recruit.
 Pastner played in 42 games as a Wildcat and 
fi nished his career with an average of 0.9 ppg. 
The Wildcats were 42-0 in the games in which he 
appeared.
 Despite his lack of playing time, Pastner’s 
presence in the Arizona program was invaluable, 
performing many of the small “behind-the-scenes” 
things that helped the team win the 1997 NCAA 
championship and two Pac-10 titles (1998, 2000) 
during his career. Pastner helped break down game 
tapes and scout opponents, and he was the shot 
specialist for many of the Wildcat players. In his 
12 overall years with the program, Arizona had a 
290-103 record (.738 winning percentage).
 Pastner earned his bachelor’s degree in 
Family Studies from Arizona in December 1998, 
two-and-a-half years after enrolling, the fast-
est an Arizona student-athlete has ever earned 
a degree. He fi nished his master’s in Teaching 
and Teacher Education in December 1999 before 
beginning work on his doctorate. In his role as 
an undergraduate assistant in 2000-01, Pastner 
began pursuit of another undergraduate degree.
 Despite taking as many as 33 units a semester 
while at Arizona, Pastner maintained a high grade-
point average, was nominated for the CoSIDA/
GTE Academic All-America team and was named 
to the Academic All-Pac-10 second team as a se-
nior in 2000.
 While a high school and college athlete, Past-
ner began his career as a coach on the AAU circuit. 
He led the Houston Hoops, a select all-star team 
from that area, to the 1999 Nike National Summer 
Championship in San Diego. Pastner also led the 
Houston Hoops to the Global World Championship 
in the summer of 2000.

J O S H  P A S T N E R  C A R E E R  R E C O R D
 Overall Conference
Season Team/Position W-L Pct. W-L Pct. Accomplishments
2008-09 Memphis/Asst. 33-4 .892 16-0 1.000 C-USA Champ (R/T); NCAA Sweet 16
2007-08 Arizona/Asst. 19-15 .559 8-10 .444 NCAA First Round
2006-07 Arizona/Asst. 20-11 .645 11-7 .611 NCAA First Round
2005-06 Arizona/Asst. 20-13 .606 11-7 .611 NCAA Second Round
2004-05 Arizona/Asst. 30-7 .811 15-3 .833 Pac-10 Champ (R); NCAA Elite Eight
2003-04 Arizona/Asst. 20-10 .667 11-7 .611 NCAA First Round
2002-03 Arizona/Asst. 28-4 .875 17-1 .944 Pac-10 Champ (R); NCAA Elite Eight
2001-02 Arizona/Video* 24-10 .706 12-6 .667 Pac-10 Champ (T); NCAA Sweet 16
2000-01 Arizona/Asst.# 25-6 .806 15-3 .833 NCAA Title Game
1999-2000 Arizona/Player 27-7 .794 15-3 .833 Pac-10 Champ (R); NCAA Second Round
1998-99 Arizona/Player 22-6 .786 13-5 .722 NCAA First Round
1997-98 Arizona/Player 30-5 .857 17-1 .944 Pac-10 Champ (R); NCAA Elite Eight
1996-97 Arizona/Player 25-9 .735 11-7 .611 NCAA Champion
Memphis Totals 33-4 .892 16-0 1.000 2 conference titles (R/T), 1 NCAA,
      1 Sweet 16
Arizona Totals (Staff/Player) 290-103 .738 156-59 .726 5 conference titles (4 R/1 T), 12 NCAAs,
      6 Sweet 16s, 5 Elite Eights, 2 Final Fours
      2 NCAA title games, 1 NCAA title
Totals  323-107 .751 172-59 .745
R — denotes conf. regular season title; T — denotes conf. tournament title
* also served as recruiting coordinator
# undergraduate assistant coach

J O S H  P A S T N E R
B U L L E T  P O I N T S

• Becomes one of the youngest head coach-
es in NCAA Division I basketball

• Has been a part of teams (as a player, staff 
member or assistant coach) that have played 
in the last 13 NCAA Tournaments

• In Basketball Times April 2009 issue, 
Pastner was ranked the No. 5 assistant coach 
in the nation

• In 2008, FoxSports.com named him the 
No. 7 recruiter in the nation

• Under his tutelage, former Wildcat All-
Americans Luke Walton and Channing Frye 
became NBA fi rst round picks (Walton to 
the L.A. Lakers; Frye to the N.Y. Knicks)

• In 2005, Rivals.com Chris Wallace 
ranked Pastner as one of the nation’s top 
25 recruiters

• A member of the 1997 Arizona squad that 
won the NCAA title; that squad is still the 
only one in NCAA history to defeat three 
No. 1 seed en route to the title

• Earned his bachelor’s degree from Arizona 
in 2.5 years (December 1998), the fastest 
a Wildcat student-athlete ever earned a 
degree; earned his master’s degree a year 
later in December 1999

O T H E R  N C A A
D I V I S I O N  I

C O A C H E S  H I R E D
U N D E R  3 5  Y E A R S 

O L D

• Rick Pitino, Boston Univ. .... 25 yrs old
 Served four years as asst. at Hawaii
 and Syracuse before being named
 head coach at Boston University
• Mike Krzyzewski, Army ..... 28 yrs old
 Served as a graduate asst. under Bob
 Knight at Indiana before being named
 head coach at Army
• Billy Donovan, Marshall ..... 28 yrs old
 Served fi ve years as asst. under Rick
 Pitino at Kentucky before being named
 head coach at Marshall; two years later
 at the age of 30, he was hired at Florida
• John Calipari, UMass .......... 29 yrs old
 Served six years as asst. at Kansas and
 Pittsburgh before being named head
 coach at UMass
• Dean Smith, N. Carolina ..... 30 yrs old
 Served three years as asst. under Frank
 McGuire before being named head
 coach
• Bill Self, Oral Roberts ......... 30 yrs old
 Served eight years as asst. at Kansas and
 Oklahoma State before being named
 head coach at Oral Roberts
• Jim Boeheim, Syracuse ....... 31 yrs old
 Served seven years as asst. at Syracuse
 before being named the Orange head
 coach


