
Dear Jayhawk Student-Athlete, 

 

Welcome to another academic year at the University of Kansas!  We are pleased that you are pursuing your academic interests and 

maximizing your athletic talents here at KU.  

 

As Jayhawks, we take pride in upholding the enduring and very unique traditions of our university and athletics success.   As a 

participant in and representative of these Kansas traditions, my hope for you is that your experience as a Jayhawk will far exceed your 

expectations. The demands on a student-athlete can be challenging, yet satisfying and rewarding; if a challenge becomes too difficult 

for you to manage on your own, please know that the Kansas Athletics staff is here to help you in any way we can. 

 

Much about being a Jayhawk student-athlete involves responsibility ï the responsibility of knowing the rules, policies that are in place 

to ensure that your athletics eligibility is never jeopardized. Your eligibility is ultimately your responsibility. Information regarding 

eligibility and financial aid issues are included in this handbook.  To be certain that you fulfill all NCAA, Big 12 Conference and 

institutional requirements, I strongly encourage you to communicate your questions or concerns with the Student-Athlete Support 

Services staff, along with the Athletics Compliance staff. 

 

Additionally, we have designed this handbook to assist you in understanding policies and procedures that impact your experience as a 

student-athlete as well as to help you represent the university, your team and Kansas Athletics in a proper manner. Please take a 

moment to review this handbook so that you are familiar with the topics and issues included.  

 

And finally, during your time as a student-athlete, you will have many opportunities to become involved with numerous community, 

campus and internal athletics department activities and events. I encourage you to join our Student-Athlete Advisory Committee and 

become a part of the tremendous leadership opportunities that exist, and experience the camaraderie that Jayhawk student-athletes 

share.   

 

Should you have questions regarding the contents of this handbook, please do not hesitate to stop by our Compliance office.  In 

addition, I encourage you to communicate with your coaches, support staff and members of our Kansas Athletics administrative staff; 

we are all here to assist you with your challenges and to complement your experience as a student-athlete. 

 

I wish you great success during the 2011-2012 academic year. 

 

Rock Chalk!  

 
Sheahon Zenger 

Director of Athletics 

University of Kansas 

 

The Mission of Kansas Athletics 
 

Kansas Athletics is committed to being a model for collegiate athletics, 

unparalleled in excellence and is the standard against  

which all other collegiate athletic programs are compared. 
 

Kansas Athletics is inextricably linked to The University of Kansas as we both share a single unifying goal: 
 

Unparalleled Excellence. 
 

In the classroom, in our athletic competition and within our community of collegiate sports, Kansas Athletics 

will be a national leader - never a follower - in setting the highest standards for competitive excellence,  

ethical behavior and fiscal integrity. 
 

We will create a stimulating, multi-cultural environment that nurtures the human potential, the mental well-

being and spirit of every student-athlete and athletics staff member, while enhancing the University of Kansasô 

commitment to disciplined inquiry, intellectual diversity and uncompromising integrity. 
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STUDENT-ATHLETES:  CONDUCT AND ETHICS  
 

I. Introduction  

 

Student athletic programs are a longstanding and integral part of the University of Kansas (KU). Membership on an athletic team at 

the University of Kansas is considered a privilege. In order to maintain that membership, student-athletes are expected to demonstrate 

good sportsmanship, honesty, integrity, and respect for others, as well as abide by all University and Kansas Athletics policies, team 

rules, the rules and policies of the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) and the Big 12 Athletic Conference, in addition to 

state and federal laws.  Student-athletes, as representatives of the University, are among the most visible students on campus and in the 

community. Student-athletes have a special responsibility to conduct themselves in a manner that reflects well on the University, the 

athletics program, and themselves.    In accordance with this tradition, coaches and professional staff members are also expected to 

instruct student-athletes on appropriate behavior and to assist them with understanding the intent of rules and regulations imposed 

upon them by all relevant governing authorities. 

 

To this end, Kansas Athletics has adopted a standard of ethical conduct and behavioral expectations for all student-athletes at KU 

(Student-Athlete Code of Conduct). This Student-Athlete Code of Conduct articulates the fundamental principles of conduct for all 

participants in athletic programs.  It does not modify the Code of Student Conduct, which applies to the conduct of all KU students. 

Instead, it reaffirms basic foundational values that conduct inconsistent with those values is inappropriate and cannot be tolerated. 

Thus, the mission of the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics is to provide an athletics program committed to integrity, fairness and 

competitiveness that is consistent with and in support of the mission of the University of Kansas. A balanced student-athlete will be a 

responsible citizen, one who achieves academically and performs athletically. Violations of this Code of Conduct, which is designed 

to promote these goals, is a significant event and could result in disciplinary action. 

 

II . Governing Authorities 

 

The laws, regulations, policies and procedures applicable to other members of the University community also govern participants in 

the Universityôs athletics programs ï students, coaches, staff and faculty.  In addition, these participants are subject to a wide variety 

of requirements published by the entities listed below, which are designed to protect student-athletes, ensure integrity of the 

Universityôs athletics programs, and promote fair competition. Kansas Athletics is committed to full compliance with all of these 

requirements and engages in extensive oversight, education, and training to ensure that all participants in KUôs athletics program 

understand and comply with them. 

 

Standards of ethical conduct are established and enforced by: 

 

1. The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) 

 

Student-athletes are subject to the rules and regulations of the NCAA, which govern unethical conduct, unsportsmanlike behavior, 

non-therapeutic drug use, non-permissible awards, benefits and expenses, gambling and bribery, and other forms of misconduct.  All 

such rules and regulations are found in the NCAA Manual. 

 

2. Big 12 Conference 

 

The University and Kansas Athletics fully endorse the policies of the Big 12 Conference as they relate to student-athlete conduct, 

conference championship play and the intra-conference transfer of student-athletes. 

 

3. The University of Kansas 

 

Student-athletes are subject to University rules and regulations, as published in the University of Kansas Student Handbook.  This can 

be found online at www.studenthandbook.ku.edu. 

 

4. Kansas Athletics 

 

Student-athletes must abide by all rules and guidelines set forth by Kansas Athletics, as published in the Student-Athlete Handbook.  

Additionally, team rules may be established by each individual sport's Head Coach and his/her staff within parameters set by the 

Director of Athletics and the University. 

 

Student-athletes are encouraged to obtain clarification regarding any Kansas Athletics, University, Conference or NCAA rules and 

regulations from a member of their coaching staff or the Compliance Office, as appropriate.  In addition to the rules and regulations of 

the aforementioned authorities, general Kansas Athletics conduct policies are set forth below. 

 

 

 

http://www.studenthandbook.ku.edu/


III.  Student Athlete Code of Conduct:  Personal Conduct and Responsibilities   
 

One of the primary purposes of a university is to educate young men and women to be responsible and productive citizens of good 

character.  Character is knowing what is right (awareness), committing to what is right (attitude), and doing what is right (behavior).  

Good character is knowing of, caring about, and acting upon core values such as fairness, honesty, trust, decency, and compassion.  It 

means having personal integrity and possessing the will, the courage, the determination, and the persistence to do the right thing 

despite pressures and temptations to the contrary.  Kansas Athletics firmly believes that good character is necessary for athletic 

excellence. 

 

Student-athletes accepted into the University of Kansas athletics program are extended the privilege of participating in intercollegiate 

athletics.  This privilege in no way constitutes a right to participate.  Therefore, in return for the privilege of participating in the 

intercollegiate athletics program, student-athletes must be willing to accept personal responsibility for their behavior.  Accordingly, 

student-athletes are expected to: 

 

 Abide by all government laws, University regulations,  team rules, and Kansas Athleticsô rules as set forth in this Student-

Athlete Code of Conduct 

 Be prepared to give 100 percent both mentally and physically, in the classroom and on the playing field 

 Immediately report to the Associate Athletics Director/Compliance, the Director of Athletics, or the Faculty Athletic 

Representative any violations of NCAA rules  

 Immediately report to the Head Coach any violations of state or federal laws or university regulations 

 Obey all residence hall policies and regulations 

 Accept personal responsibility to exercise good judgment and self-discipline on and off the playing field/court and on and 

off campus 

 Take seriously the duty of being a good role model and of exerting a positive influence on othersðespecially young people 

 Honorably represent oneself, oneôs team, and the University by exhibiting pride in dress and behavior while playing in and 

traveling to and from sports events 

 Present a positive demeanor at all times on and off the campus 

 Show respect for all members of the University and the community 

 Treat people with civility and cooperate with people in authority 

 Refrain from and be intolerant of physical abuse, harassment, and intimidation 

 Demonstrate responsible citizenship and good sportsmanship 

 

1. Academic Responsibilities 

 

In keeping with the mission of the University, a priority for Kansas Athletics is to augment and support every effort that will foster 

intellectual development and graduation for its student-athletes.  While several levels of support exist at the University and within 

Kansas Athletics, the ultimate responsibility for success rests upon the shoulders of the student-athlete. As a result, each student-

athlete is expected to: 

 

 Attend all classes, unless officially excused, be prepared, participate at the level expected of all students, and complete all 

academic assignments. 

 Communicate to the appropriate parties (e.g. instructors) in a timely manner when an academic/athletic conflict occurs. 

 Consult with academic advisors and attend study halls or tutoring sessions, as directed. 

 Maintain an academic load of at least 12 hours per semester and make satisfactory progress toward a degree. 

 Accept personal responsibility for maintaining academic eligibility. 

 Strive to obtain a college degree within four (4) years. 

 Understand and live by the academic regulations of the University as described in the Student Handbook. 

 Adhere to the Universityôs policies regarding academic integrity and honesty. 

 

2. Athleticsô Responsibilities 

 

As ambassadors of Kansas Athletics and of the University, student-athletes are expected to: 

 

 Abide by all team, Kansas Athletics, University, Conference, and NCAA rules. 

 Achieve and maintain optimum physical condition within accepted health standards. 

 Attend all organized practices, unless officially excused. 

 Take proper care of equipment and return it in good condition. 

 Behave with dignity, respect, and good sportsmanship to your teammates, officials, and your opponents. 

 Reflect the high standards of honor and dignity that should characterize participation in competitive intercollegiate 

athletics. 



 Conduct themselves in a manner reflecting positively on themselves and on the reputation of KU, both on and off the ñfield 

of play,ò in pre-game and post-game comments to media, and when traveling and participating at other institutions. 

 Encourage and appreciate quality play and effort, regardless of whether it is exhibited by a teammate or an opponent. 

 

3. Sportsmanlike Conduct 

 

While intense and emotional game action and conduct are certainly a part of intercollegiate sports contests, a student-athlete 

should never demean the dignity and individuality of the opponent.  Student-athletes are expected to maintain control during 

emotionally charged situations, including assisting a teammate or colleague who appears to be losing control, and to react in a 

positive manner to an aggressive action by an individual or group.  To this end, student-athletes are expressly prohibited from 

engaging in unacceptable behavior at practices or at any intercollegiate sporting event. Unacceptable behavior includes, but is not 

limited to, the following: 

 

 Physically abusing officials, coaches, opponents or spectators; 

 Engaging in any comment, whether critical or not, of game officials, Conference personnel, another institution, its student-

athletes or its personnel; 

 Throwing objects; 

 Seizing equipment from officials or the news media; 

 Inciting players or spectators to negative actions or to any behavior which insults or defiles an opponent's traditions; 

 Using obscene or otherwise inappropriate language or gestures; 

 Making public statements which are derogatory, controversial, or outside Kansas Athleticsô media policy; 

 Engaging in negative recruiting by making derogatory statements about another institution or its personnel; and/or 

 Participating in any action that violates generally recognized ethical standards of intercollegiate athletics participation. 

 

The University and Kansas Athletics investigate all incidents of unsportsmanlike conduct and may discipline the student-athlete 

accordingly. 

 

4. Dress Code 

 

Since attire reflects directly upon each student-athlete and their team, student athletes should take a special interest in their personal 

appearance, especially when traveling.   Head Coaches will set dress code standards when traveling and may also specify what 

constitutes appropriate dress while the student-athletes are representing the University at other times. 

 

5. Health and Medical Responsibilities 

 

Participation in athletics is contingent upon medical approval of the Head Team Physician and the Sports Medicine staff.  Student-

athletes are required to show evidence of proper medical insurance and provide a current medical history for the Sports Medicine staff 

and/or Head Team Physician.  Please refer to the Medical Policy in this Handbook for more information.  In addition, participation in 

Kansas Athleticsô sponsored student enhancement seminars or functions, which may include but are not limited to counseling, drug 

testing, drug education, nutrition and alcohol education, is required.  Student-athletes are expected to keep themselves in top physical 

condition and are responsible for continuing training programs prescribed by medical and coaching staffs.  Kansas Athletics is not 

responsible for the medical consequences and/or financial liability incurred by students who obtain treatment that has not been 

preauthorized by the Head Team Physician or the Director of Sports Medicine.   

 

6. Alcohol 

 

Alcohol consumption is highly discouraged at all times.  Student-athletes are responsible for following all federal, state, local, 

University, and Kansas Athleticsô laws and guidelines pertaining to alcohol use.  The Campus Code of Ethics for Alcohol Use is 

considered the minimum guideline, and each coach may set higher standards in a separate team policy.  Underage drinking is a 

violation of this Code of Conduct.  It is strongly recommended that those 21 and over avoid drinking establishments.  Just being in 

attendance may lead to problems.   

 

In addition, student-athletes are prohibited from: 

 

 Possessing alcohol in University housing. 

 Driving under the influence of alcohol. 

 Purchasing alcohol while under the age (21 years) required by the Kansas state law. 

 Drinking alcoholic beverages when officially representing the University for athletic competition (including travel time), 

community and public service events, and appearances. 

 Drinking alcohol at events sponsored by Kansas Athletics, whether on or off campus. 

 Providing alcohol to prospective student-athletes making official and/or unofficial visits to the University. 



7. Tobacco 

 

It is the intent of this policy to provide a safer, healthier environment for all Kansas Athleticsô coaches, administrators, staff, students, 

and visitors by placing limitations on smoking and chewing tobacco. 

 

Kansas Athletics has an interest in fostering awareness of health and safety.  Many individuals report discomfort when exposed to 

secondhand smoke. By acknowledging that smoking is a controllable hazard and by adopting a policy to restrict smoking, Kansas 

Athletics demonstrates its commitment to promoting a healthy and tobacco-free work environment. 

 

Smoking and chewing tobacco are not permitted in all athletics facilities, including Allen Fieldhouse, Horejsi Family Athletic Center, 

Anderson Strength Center, Memorial Stadium, Anschutz Sports Pavilion, Hoglund Ballpark, Jayhawk Field, Super Target Field and 

Wagnon Student Athlete Center.  At Memorial Stadium, Hoglund Ballpark, Arrocha Ballpark, and the Jayhawk Soccer Complex, 

smoking and chewing tobacco are not permitted in any enclosed area or in the general seating area. 

 

In accordance with NCAA bylaw 11.1.5, the use of tobacco products is prohibited by all game personnel (e.g. student-athletes, 

coaches, trainers, managers, and game officials) in all sports during practice and competition.  Uniform penalties (as determined by 

the applicable rules-making committees and sports committees with rules-making responsibilities) shall be established for such use. 

 

8. Possession and Use of Fake Identification Cards 

 

Knowingly using or furnishing false information to others in the form of a false or fake ID card violates University policies as well as 

state and local laws. 

 

9. Illegal Drugs & Drug Testing 

 

The use of illegal and/or ñperformance enhancingò drugs is totally inconsistent with the purpose of intercollegiate athletics and creates 

a danger to the health and safety of student-athletes and their teammates.  Kansas Athletics will not tolerate the use of these products. 

 

Kansas Athletics has a substance-abuse policy and drug-testing program in which all student-athletes are required to participate.  The 

policy and program documents outline the purpose of the program; the banned drugs; the testing methodology; and sanctions.  In 

addition, coaches may impose additional sanctions for violations of the drug policy pursuant to their team rules. The drug testing 

policy and program information is provided annually to each student-athlete. Student-athletes also are subject to the testing programs 

conducted by the NCAA and Big 12 Conference. 

 

Any student-athlete, who is arrested, charged or convicted of using or possessing illegal drugs, will be subject to the sanctions of the 

Student-Athlete Code of Conduct Sanctions Policy as well as Kansas Athleticsô Substance-Abuse Policy and Drug-Testing Program. 

 

The NCAA, Big 12 Conference, and Kansas Athletics have specific policies related to drug testing. These policies are available 

through the Sports Medicine Department. In addition, the NCAA includes a list of banned drugs each year in the NCAA Manual. To 

acquire a list of these banned substances, contact the Compliance Office, or see the athletic trainers in the Nesmith Athletic Training 

Room. 

 

10. Gambling and Bribery 

 

The NCAA and Kansas Athletics have established specific guidelines concerning involvement in gambling and bribery at the 

intercollegiate sports level.  The Compliance Office and coaches are responsible for educating student-athletes regarding these 

guidelines.  Student-athletes should be made very aware of how gambling and bribery threaten the integrity of intercollegiate sports.  

Examples of prohibited activities can include the following: 

 

 No wagers on any professional or college sports event, even those that donôt involve your college (i.e., March Madness or 

Super Bowl). 

 No sports ñpools,ò even those run by friends. 

 No internet gambling on sports events (i.e., Facebook, MySpace, Fantasy League). 

 No sports wagering using toll-free or 900 numbers. 

 No exchange of information about your team with anyone who gambles.  Do not disclose information about injuries, new 

plays, team morale, discipline problems, or any other personal, sensitive, or competitive team information related to athletics 

at the University of Kansas to anyone. 

 

In addition, student-athletes are responsible for the following: 

 

 Reporting to the Head Coach or the Compliance Office any offers of gifts, money or favors in exchange for supplying team 

information or for attempting to alter the outcome of any contest (i.e. point shaving); 



 Maintaining a clear understanding of what constitutes gambling and bribery activities and reporting any suspected 

infractions; and 

 Contacting a coach or other Kansas Athletics personnel when questions occur concerning appropriate release of team 

information. 

 

Disciplinary action for violations of NCAA regulations concerning gambling can include ineligibility for further intercollegiate 

competition. 

11.   Agents 

 

It is essential that student-athletes know the NCAA rules related to professional sports.  A violation of the rules concerning athlete 

agents could have severe negative consequences for the University and the student-athlete.  Student-athletes are required to disclose 

any contacts with any athlete agents to the Compliance Office.  NCAA rules forbid a student-athlete from: 

 

 Agreeing, either orally or in writing, to be represented by an athlete agent or organization in the marketing of his or her 

athletic ability or reputation, until after completion of the last intercollegiate contest, including postseason games; 

 Negotiating or signing a playing contract in any sport in which the student-athlete intends to compete; 

 Asking to be placed on a professional league's draft list (Exception for Menôs Basketball and Football); 

 Accepting payment of expenses or gifts of any kind (including meals and transportation) from an athlete agent; 

 Receiving preferential benefits or treatment (for example, loans with a deferred pay-back schedule) because of reputation, 

skill or pay-back potential as a professional athlete; or 

 Retaining professional services for personal reasons at less than the normal charge, from a representative of the student-

athlete's school's athletics interests. 

 

Prior to any meeting or contact with an athlete agent, the student-athlete must have the permission of his or her head coach and the 

approval of the Compliance Office.  The Compliance Office shall determine if the agent is properly registered with Kansas Athletics 

and with the state of Kansas.   The head coach, at his/her discretion, may determine contact times. 

 

For assistance with the selection of a professional athlete agent or any questions related to a professional sports association, student-

athletes talk with their Head Coach or contact the Compliance Office or the Director of Athletics.   

 

12. Support Services 

 

Individual and group counseling are readily available at Kansas Athletics through its Sports Medicine Department--Sport 

Psychologist, Dr. Megan Brent (864-7724). In addition, the following agencies are available on the Lawrence campus: 

 

Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS), Watkins Health Center 864-2277 

Psychological Clinic, 315 Fraser Hall, 864-4121  

Office of Multicultural Affairs, 145 Strong Hall, 864-4351 

Emily Taylor Womenôs Resource Center, 22 Strong Hall, 864-3552 

Financial Aid, 50 Strong Hall, 864-4700 

 

13. Sexual Offenses 

 

Kansas Athletics will not tolerate offenses of sexual violence, such as rape, including acquaintance/date rape, or other forms of 

nonconsensual sexual activity or any other type of sexual offense including sexual harassment.  These acts degrade the victims, our 

campus community, and society in general.  While Kansas Athletics cannot control all the factors in society that lead to sexual 

offenses, it will strive to create an environment that is free from acts of violence. 

 

 a. Rape and Acquaintance Rape 
 

The state of Kansas defines rape as  

 

(1) sexual intercourse with a person who does not consent to the sexual intercourse, under any of the following circumstances: (A) 

When the victim is overcome by force or fear; (B) when the victim is unconscious or physically powerless; or (C) when the victim is 

incapable of giving consent because of mental deficiency or disease, or when the victim is incapable of giving consent because of the 

effect of any alcoholic liquor, narcotic, drug or other substance, which condition was known by the offender or was reasonably 

apparent to the offender; or  

(2) sexual intercourse with a child who is under 14 years of age.  (KSA 21-3502) 

 

Because acquaintance rape, commonly called "date rape," is an increasingly serious concern nationwide, Kansas Athletics expects all 

student-athletes to conduct themselves in a manner which avoids any association with such a charge.  Coaches and staff members who 



counsel student-athletes should make them aware of the consequences of such a charge.  Further, student-athletes are encouraged to do 

the following: 

 

 Be conscious of the signals they transmit to others; 

 Be careful not to place themselves in situations that could be misunderstood or misread; 

 Accept a negative response to their overtures (e.g. "no" means ñno;ò it does not mean "yes" or ñmaybeò); 

 Avoid drinking or taking drugs at all times. 

 Understand the definition of rape. 

 

 b. Sexual Harassment 

 

The University of Kansas is committed to providing an environment that will foster respect among all members of the University 

community.  Sexual harassment violates the trust and respect that is essential for providing a positive educational environment.  

Sexual harassment involving staff, coaches, or student-athletes will not be tolerated. Sexual harassment violates professional ethics, 

federal and state law, and Board of Regents and University regulations.  It subverts the mission of the University and threatens the 

careers of students, faculty, and staff.  The University and Kansas Athletics define sexual harassment as: 

 

1. Unwelcome sexual advances, or 

2. Requests for sexual favors, or 

3. Verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature, when: 

a. Submission to such conduct is made either explicitly or implicitly a term or condition of an individualôs employment or 
education or participation; 

b. Submission to or rejection of such conduct is used as the basis for employment, academic or participation decisions affecting 

an individual; or 

c. Such conduct has the purpose or effect of unreasonably interfering with the individualôs work, academic or athletic 

performance, or of creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive working, academic or athletic environment. 

 

Repeated or unwanted sexual attention or sexual advances are forms of sexual harassment.  Students or staff members should not be 

penalized in the evaluation of their academic or athletic performance for refusing to accept unwanted sexual attention or advances as a 

condition for receiving awards.  Sexual harassment occurs when acceptance of such attention is made a condition of reward, or of 

penalty, for academic, employment, or athletic performance.  Sexual harassment may occur when there is a power difference between 

the persons involved, as when a faculty member or coach exploits his or her relationship with students or subordinates. 

 

Examples of Sexual Harassment that are prohibited include, but are not limited to  

 Physical assault, including rape 

 Direct or implied threats or insinuations that submission to sexual advances will be a condition of employment, work status, 

grades, playing time, or letters of recommendation 

 Direct or subtle pressure for sexual activity 

 A pattern or conduct intended to humiliate or cause discomfort, or both including 

--unwelcome comments of a sexual nature 

--unwelcome sexually explicit statements, questions, jokes, gestures, or anecdotes 

--unwelcome propositions of a sexual nature 

--unwelcome touching, patting, hugging, or brushing against a personôs body or clothing 

--unwelcome remarks of a sexual nature, including remarks about a personôs body or clothing 

--showing, exposing to, or subjecting others to materials or media of a sexual nature 

 

Should a student-athlete feel that he/she has been sexually harassed, the student athlete should immediately notify his/her Head 

Coach or Kansas Athleticsô Senior Woman Administrator. 

 

c. Assistance Related to Sexual Assault 

 

Student-athletes may initiate a complaint of sexual violence, or sexual harassment by contacting the Department of Human Resources 

and Equal Opportunity at (785) 864-4946 or hreo.ku.edu.  Complaints may also be filed with the KU Title IX Coordinator at (785) 

864-3650 or with the Office of Civil Rights (Region VII)  in the Department of Education at (816) 426-7277 or  

http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/civilrights/complaints/index.html. Complainants are encouraged to file their complaints within one calendar 

year of the most recent occurrence.  All incidents should be carefully documented, including dates, specific behaviors, and their 

effects.  

 

Retaliation against persons who file sexual violence or harassment complaints is prohibited. Complainants who seek assistance should 

not be subjected to retaliation of any kind.  Retaliation can result in disciplinary action. 

 

Any student-athlete who may need assistance with issues related to rape, sexual assault, sexual harassment or any other form of sexual 

http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/civilrights/complaints/index.html


violence should contact the athletic departmentôs Senior Woman Administrator.  She will assist the student-athlete in obtaining 

necessary care and follow up treatments to any incidents.  

   

The following agencies also are available for all University students: 

 

Sexual Assault Services Coordinators 

(Emily Taylor Womenôs Resource Center) 864-3552 

Counseling and Psychological Services 

(Watkins Student Health Center)  864-2277 

Ga Da Gi Safe Center 

Rape Victim Survivor Service 843-8985 

24 hour hotline   841-2345 

KU Public Safety Office   911 or 864-5900 

Lawrence Police Department  911 

Lawrence Memorial Hospital  749-6162 

 

14. Lewd or Lascivious Behavior 

 

Kansas Athletics will not tolerate any lewd or lascivious behavior. Lewd or lascivious behavior is defined by Kansas Athletics as the 

touching of the genitals, buttocks, or female breasts with the intent of achieving sexual arousal or gratification, or the intentional 

exposing of one's private parts in public in such a manner that the act is seen or likely to be seen by casual observers. This behavior 

can include posing for photographs, calendars or magazines, or public dancing. 

 

15. Harassment 

 

The University of Kansas does not condone harassment directed toward any person or group within its community. Harassment may 

include sexual (as described above), racial, or ethnic harassment. Harassment includes actions that intimidate, humiliate or demean a 

person or groups or that may undermine their sense of security or self-esteem. Harassment may encompass a wide variety of verbal, 

physical, and visual behaviors and may be sexual or non-sexual in nature. Coaches are responsible for instructing student-athletes on 

the definition of harassment and for encouraging them to refrain from engaging in activities or conduct that could be deemed 

harassing.  Persons who experience harassment are encouraged to carefully document all incidents, noting dates, specific conduct or 

behavior, and any witnesses.  If the behavior constitutes a threat of bodily injury, a complaint of criminal conduct should be made to 

the police or campus public safety officers. 

 

Student-athletes who believe they have been subjected to harassment should contact the Director of Athletics or the Senior Woman 

Administrator.  Alternatively, they may contact the Universityôs Equal Opportunity Office (HR/EO), 313 Strong Hall, 864-3686.  

Retaliation against persons who file harassment complaints is a violation of the law and University and Kansas Athleticsô policies. 

Complainants who seek assistance should not be subjected to retaliation of any kind.  Retaliation can result in disciplinary action. 

 

16. Hazing 

 

Hazing is defined in the University Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities, as "An offense against a person éwhen a student: 

(1) Threatens the mental or physical health of another person, places another person in serious bodily harm; or uses physical force in a 

manner that endangers the health, welfare or safety of another person; or willfully, maliciously and repeatedly follows or attempts to 

make unwanted contact with another person.  (2) Engages in hazing of another person for the purpose of initiation or admission into, 

affiliation with, or continuation of membership in any organization operating under the sanction of the University."  (The term 

"hazing" does not include an action sponsored by an institution of higher education which requires any athletic practice, conditioning 

or completion of curricular activity.) 

 

Hazing includes, but is not limited to, situations which would require any of the following: 

 

 Indecent exposure of the body; 

 Any activity that subjects the person to extreme mental stress, such as sleep deprivation or extended isolation from social 

contact; 

 Confinement of a person to unreasonably small, unventilated, unsanitary or unlighted areas; 

 Assault (the fear of an unlawful or harmful touching); 

 Any physical activity or ingestion of a substance that could adversely affect the health or well being of the individual. 

 Any action, activity, or situation that recklessly, negligently or intentionally endangers the mental of physical health, welfare, 

or safety of a person or exposes a person to extreme embarrassment or ridicule. 

 

Penalties in cases of individual violators are outlined in the KU Student Handbook.  Organizations found to be encouraging or 

authorizing hazing may be subject to suspension or termination of activities, as well as any penalties pursuant to the penal law. 

 



17. Property Theft or Damage 

 

Kansas Athletics will not tolerate theft or damage to the property of Kansas Athletics, the University or to the property of any of its 

members or visitors.  Further, Kansas Athletics will not tolerate those who know of stolen property and fail to disclose it to the proper 

authorities. 

 

18. Physical Assault/Abuse 

 

Kansas Athletics will not tolerate any physical assault/abuse, such as fights started by or involving student-athletes.  These acts 

degrade Kansas Athletics, the campus community, and society in general. While Kansas Athletics and the University cannot control 

all factors in society that lead to physical assault/abuse, Kansas Athletics and the University strive to create an environment that is free 

of violence. 

 

19. Discrimination and Retaliation 

 

Kansas Athletics will not tolerate discrimination or retaliation on the basis of race, sex, color, national origin, religion, ancestry, sexual 

orientation, disability, age, or status as a veteran.  Such discrimination violates professional ethics, federal and state law, as well as 

Board of Regents and University policy and regulations.  It subverts the mission of the University and threatens the careers of 

students, faculty and staff.  Retaliation against persons who file discrimination complaints is prohibited. Complainants who seek 

assistance should not be subjected to retaliation of any kind.  Retaliation can result in disciplinary action. 

 

20. Consenting Relationships 

 

Kansas Athletics policies on consenting relationships address situations in which two persons have an apparently voluntary romantic, 

intimate, or sexual relationship, but where a power difference exists because of their roles.  Such relationships represent a special form 

of conflict of interest. 

 

a. Relationship between Student-Athlete and Kansas Athletics Staff 

 

In order to achieve the mission of Kansas Athletics, a unique relationship built on mutual trust and respect must be established by the 

coaches and staff with student-athletes over the length of their athletic and academic careers.  In order to protect the integrity of these 

relationships with student-athletes, a coach or staff member shall not initiate or accept a voluntary romantic, intimate, or sexual 

relationship with any enrolled student-athlete.  In addition, coaches and staff should not enter into any business relationships with any 

student-athlete. 

 

For the purposes of this policy, "staff" includes any person who receives wages or holds a paid or unpaid internship position and who 

is not enrolled as an undergraduate student at the University. 

 

In the event of a pre-existing relationship between a student-athlete and a new employee of Kansas Athletics, the employee will notify 

her/his immediate supervisor of the relationship.  The supervisor, in consultation with the Director of Human Resources, will develop 

any necessary plans to ensure that no evaluative or supervisory relationship exists between the student-athlete and employee. 

 

Violations of this policy by coaches and staff will result in disciplinary action that could include termination.  A coach or staff 

member who believes that a student-athlete may have attempted to initiate such a relationship with her/him should immediately notify 

the Director of Human Resources of such contact. 

 

Coaches and staff should contact the Director of Human Resources to address questions about the policy.  Student-athletes should 

contact the Senior Woman Administrator with questions about the policy. 

 

 b. Relationship Between Undergraduate Student Employees and Student-Athletes 

 

A voluntary, intimate, romantic or sexual relationship between an undergraduate student employee of Kansas Athletics and a student-

athlete is not prohibited.  However, any undergraduate student employee of Kansas Athletics must report any consenting relationship 

he or she may have with a student-athlete to the employee's immediate supervisor to ensure that the student employee is not in a 

position where a conflict of interest may exist. 

 

For the purpose of this policy, undergraduate student employees are defined as any person enrolled as an undergraduate student who 

receives wages or holds a paid or unpaid internship position with Kansas Athletics. 

 

Violations of this policy by undergraduate student employees will result in disciplinary action that could include termination.  

Undergraduate student employees should contact the Director of Human Resources to address questions about the policy. 

 



21. Social Networking Sites 

 

Facebook, MySpace and other social networking sites are frequently used by students as a way of networking and communicating 

with other students at the University and elsewhere.  Kansas Athletics recognizes that student-athletes are using such social 

networking sites in positive ways to connect with and interact with other students.  At the same time, however, users should be aware 

of the potential downside and dangers of such sites.  Listed below are some cautions and concerns with the use of these social 

networking sites: 

Please post responsibly. 

 Student-athletes will be held accountable for University, Kansas Athletics, or team Code of Conduct violations for 

information or photographs that appear on their profiles. 

 University and Kansas Athletics faculty, staff, coaches, and administrators (even parents) can view profiles!   

 Some employers are reviewing social networking sites as part of their hiring process. Think about the image that is projected 

to a future employer. 

 Police Departments often view accounts when looking for evidence of criminal or illegal activity. 

 University symbols or logos are not permitted on any website without permission of the Director of Athletics. 

 Be careful about what kind of identifying information is posted.  Do not include birth dates, social security numbers, 

addresses, or phone numbers since this information may lead to identity theft or stalking.  Use available privacy settings to 

protect any personal information. 

 Any information placed on any social networking site is a reflection of the student-athlete and his/her team, Kansas Athletics 

and the University of Kansas. 

IV.  ENFORCEMENT  

 

1. Violations of the Universityôs Code of Conduct 

 

Violations of the University's Student Code of Conduct are under the jurisdiction of the Vice Provost for Student Success. 

 

Sanctions that may be imposed for University violations include the following:  warning, restitution, fine, disciplinary probation, 

campus/community service, suspension, or expulsion.  When appropriate, more than one sanction may be imposed. 

 

Any student-athlete in violation of University rules or knowing of violations should notify his/her Head Coach who will report the 

matter to the Sport Supervisor and the Director of Athletics. Non-academic conduct violations of the University Student Code of 

Conduct, which is distributed to students each fall, will then be reported to the Chancellor or his designee. 

 

2.     Conference and NCAA Violations 

 

Violations of Conference or NCAA conduct rules are reported to the student-athletes' Head Coach, the Compliance Office, the Sport 

Administrator, the Director of Athletics, the Faculty Athletic Representative, the Chancellor or his designee, the Big 12 Conference 

Commissioner, and the NCAA, as appropriate.  An investigation will be conducted. 

 

If a student-athlete is found to be in violation of Conference or NCAA policy, the penalty imposed by the institution or such governing 

body is dependent upon the severity of the offense and may include the following: 

 

 Written warning; 

 Disciplinary probation; 

 Ineligibility to practice; ineligibility to start in contests; sitting out games; 

 Required participation in counseling or assistance programs; 

 Payment of restitution 

 Suspension 

 Temporary or permanent dismissal from the squad; 

 Cancellation or gradation of athletic financial aid; and/or 

 Suspension or expulsion from the University. 

 

V. UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS STUDENT -ATHLETE CODE O F CONDUCT SANCTIONS POLICY  
 

Kansas Athletics requires all student-athletes to conduct themselves in a manner that creates a positive image within Kansas Athletics 

and throughout the University.  Student-athletes are expected to uphold these standards of conduct and be positive role models within 

the academic and athletic communities.  Kansas Athletics recognizes that a clear statement of policy, procedures, and possible 

sanctions is a necessary component in resolving inappropriate behavior issues when they arise. 

 

Accordingly, this policy is intended to assist in the prompt and objective review and resolution of instances of illegal or inappropriate 



behavior by student-athletes.  Student-athletes also are responsible for adhering to federal and state laws, local ordinances and 

university regulations, and may be subject to disciplinary action by civil and criminal courts and/or university disciplinary procedures.  

The disciplinary process for student-athletes is independent of, and supplements the University judicial process. Student-athletes are 

expected to report all violations immediately to their Head Coach. 

 

1. Sanctions 

 

Sanctions for violating the Student-Athlete Code of Conduct can include, but are not limited, to the following:  warning, disciplinary 

probation, community service, suspension from practice and/or games, required participation in counseling or assistance programs, or 

non-renewal of athletic scholarship.  When appropriate, more than one sanction may be imposed.  Possible sanctions for team 

violations include but are not limited to:  team probation, team community service, cancellation of contests, and/or cancellation of 

season. 

 

The level of discipline is at the discretion of the Head Coach in consultation with the Sport Supervisor.  The sanction may be imposed 

as soon as the Head Coach notifies the student-athlete of the violation, gives the student-athlete a chance to explain what happened, 

and determines that a sanction is justified after consideration of the student-athleteôs statement.   

 

 a. Athletically Related Financial Aid 

 

Failure to abide by the Student-Athlete Code of Conduct or team rules and regulations may be grounds for non-renewal, reduction, or 

cancellation of athletic financial aid.  Sanctions involving reduction or termination of athletically related financial aid during the 

period of the award will be imposed pursuant to the relevant NCAA procedure.  Student-athletes will be given written notice of the 

proposed decision.   Any appeal of the cancellation or termination of an athletics grant-in-aid will be handled pursuant to the 

University financial aid appeals process. 

 

 b. Suspension 

 

While on suspension, the student-athlete may not practice or compete; however, financial aid will remain in place.  The student-

athlete's name will remain on the squad list but student-athlete support services, such as the use of the weight and training rooms and 

academic support services, may or may not be utilized by the student-athlete, as determined by the Director of Athletics, based upon 

the severity of charges. 

 

2. Investigations--Procedures 

 

Investigations of student-athlete conduct may be ordered by the Athletics Director upon receipt of information that gives rise to a 

reasonable suspicion that the Student-Athlete Code of Conduct Policy has been violated.  The Athletics Director will report the 

commencement of any investigation to the Chancellor.  All investigations will be conducted confidentially to the extent possible. 

 

 

Appointment of investigating officials will be at the discretion of the Athletics Director.  Ordinarily, the investigator will be an 

employee of Kansas Athletics or a staff or faculty member of the University of Kansas. 

 

Investigations ordinarily will be informal.  Tape recording of interviews and verbatim transcripts of interviews will not be required.  

Investigators should interview those witnesses knowledgeable of the incident under investigation and obtain their statements.  The 

Athletics Director, at his/her discretion, may direct the investigator to obtain written statements.  If a witness refuses to give a written 

statement, investigators should record the substance of the witness statements about the incident. 

 

In the event a concurrent investigation by law enforcement officials is ongoing, investigators will avoid taking any action that may 

interfere with or impede the external investigation.  Information relating to investigations will not be released to third parties unless 

directed by the Athletics Director. 

 

The Athletics Director may authorize an investigator to seek legal advice from the Kansas Athleticsô Corporate Counsel or the 

University General Counselôs office.  Advice given will be subject to the attorney-client privilege and ordinarily will not be releasable 

to third parties absent a court order or the consent of the Athletics Director. 

 

Investigators will determine whether it is more likely than not the student-athlete in question violated the Student-Athlete Code of 

Conduct Policy If requested by the Athletics Director, investigators will also provide a recommendation on whether disciplinary action 

is appropriate, and, if so, what the action should be.  Any such recommendations will be advisory only and may be accepted or 

rejected at the discretion of the Athletics Director. 

 

 

 



3. Appellate Process 

 

A student-athlete who is subject to season-long suspension, dismissal from the team, or whose athletic grant-in-aid would be affected 

may request an appeal from these sanctions.   Student-athletes have five business days after receipt of written notification of a 

disciplinary sanction in which to notify the Athletics Director, in writing, of their request to appeal the decision.  Any appeal of the 

cancellation or termination of an athletics grant-in-aid will be handled pursuant to the University financial aid appeals process. 

 

Appeals of any disciplinary action will be conducted within 30 days of receipt of the student-athleteôs written request to appeal.  The 

appeal will be heard by a three-person committee (Athletic Appeals Panel) consisting of the Athletics Director, a faculty member 

currently serving on the Chancellorôs Advisory Committee On Intercollegiate Athletics (not the Faculty Athletics Representative), and 

the Sport Supervisor other than the Sport Supervisor for the student-athleteôs team, or other individuals designated by the Athletics 

Director at the Directorôs sole discretion.  The process will not be adversarial.  Student-athletes may appeal in person and be 

accompanied by an advisor.  Such advisor may only advise the student-athlete and will not be allowed to otherwise participate in the 

appeal hearing.  If the student-athlete wants to submit materials in support of the appeal, such materials must be submitted to the 

Athletic Appeals Panel at least five business days before the appeal hearing.  Alternatively, in lieu of a personal appearance, a student 

athlete may present matters in writing for consideration on appeal.  In the event the student-athlete requests, in writing, a more 

expedited appeal, the Athletic Appeals Panel is authorized to take such action as is reasonable to accommodate such a request.  

Decisions of this Panel shall be deemed final. 

 

4. Legal Violations 

 

When a student-athlete is charged with violating a local, state, or federal law and the misconduct involves a violent action, illegal 

drugs, gambling, weapon(s) and/or any felony charge(s), the student-athlete violates this Student-Athlete Code of Conduct and may be 

suspended from participation in intercollegiate athletics until the charges have been addressed by the legal system.  Moreover, it is 

assumed that the accused student-athlete will have neither the time nor the mental concentration required for effective sports 

participation until the matter has been resolved. 

 

A determination regarding further action by Kansas Athletics and the University is made on a case-by-case basis, once the charge has 

been settled in the courts. 

 

Student-athletes and staff are not permitted to address the student-athlete's case with the media without the permission of the Director 

of Athletics.  All questions concerning the situation should be referred to the Associate Athletic Director/External Affairs for a 

prepared statement release. 

 

5. Team Rule Infractions 

 

Each student-athlete is responsible for following his/her specific team rules.  The rules shall be in writing and distributed to team 

members at the start of each academic year or at the beginning of the playing season, whichever comes first. The Head Coach has the 

authority to impose appropriate disciplinary penalties for violations of team policies, provided that the Head Coach shall not impose 

the sanctions of season-long suspension or dismissal from the team without the approval of the Director of Athletics, or his designee.  

For the more severe sanctions, including season-long suspension or dismissal from the team, student-athletes will have five business 

days after receipt of written notification of the disciplinary action to be taken, in which to notify the Athletics Director, in writing, of 

their request to appeal the decision. The appellate process, described above, will then be followed.  In the event the student-athlete 

requests, in writing, a more expedited appeal, the Athletic Appeals Panel is authorized to take such action as is reasonable to 

accommodate such a request. The Athletics Director serves as the University of Kansas regular disciplinary authority for 

determination of whether a student-athleteôs athletics grant-in-aid will be reduced or cancelled.  Appeals from termination or 

cancellation of an athletics grant-in-aid will be handled pursuant to the University financial aid appeals process. 

 

6. Other Violations  

 

This section recognizes situations occasionally may arise in which a student-athlete has engaged in an action that, while not resulting 

in a charged violation of local, state or federal laws or has not been addressed in Team Rules or this Code of Conduct policy, is 

nevertheless sufficiently serious to make disciplinary action by Kansas Athletics appropriate.  

 

 In some instances, it may be appropriate to immediately suspend the student-athlete from the team, pending an investigation ordered 

by the Athletics Director.   If it is determined that, based on the preponderance of evidence, the student-athlete did engage in 

inappropriate behavior and that disciplinary action is appropriate,  sanctions up to and including expulsion from the team and 

reduction or cancellation of an athletics grant-in-aid may be imposed.   The Athletic Director serves as the University of Kansasô 

regular disciplinary authority for determination of whether a student-athleteôs athletics grant-in-aid will be reduced or cancelled.  

Appeals of termination or cancellation of an athletics grant-in-aid will be handled pursuant to the University financial aid appeals 

process.  Student-athletes will have five business days after receipt of written notification of season-long suspension or dismissal from 

the team in which to notify the Athletics Director, in writing, of their request to appeal.  The appellate process, described above, will 



then be followed.  In the event the student-athlete requests, in writing, a more expedited appeal, the Athletic Appeals Panel is 

authorized to take such action as is reasonable to accommodate such a request. 

 

7. Repeat Violations 

 

Repeated or continued violations of a nature described in the paragraphs above are cumulative, meaning that subsequent violations of 

this Code of Conduct may result in more substantial penalties.  This policy recognizes that repeat violations may reflect adversely on 

the student-athleteôs sport, Kansas Athletics, and the University.  

 

 

 

 

BASEBALL 

           

 

             SOFTBALL 

 

 



STUDENT-ATHLETE: ELIGIBILITY  

Academic performance and progress, as well as conduct and participation in outside competitions or activities, can affect a student-

athleteôs athletic eligibility.  Adherence to all University, Conference and NCAA rules governing athletic and academic eligibility is 

mandatory for all Kansas Athletics staff members and student-athletes.   

 

The Head Coach, with the support of the Director of Athletics, the Universityôs Faculty Athletics Representative, the Compliance 

Office, and the Associate Athletic Director/Senior Woman Administrator, the Sport Supervisor, the Student-Athlete Support Services 

Office, and the University Registrar, ensures compliance with rules and regulations regarding student-athlete eligibility.  

 

The Registrarôs Office certifies the eligibility of all student-athletes, with the assistance of the Faculty Athletics Representative, the 

Associate Athletic Director for Compliance, the Director of Initial and Continuing Eligibility, and the Associate Athletics 

Director/Student-Athlete Support Services.  Incoming freshman must be certified by the NCAA -Eligibility Center.  Student-Athlete 

Support Services coordinates the receipt of information from the Eligibility Center.  New transfer students must forward their 

transcripts to Admissions for evaluation.  The Registrarôs Office makes the final review of a transfer studentôs eligibility after 

receiving information from Admissions and Student-Athlete Support Services on transferable credits. 

 

The eligibility of continuing student-athletes is reviewed by the Registrarôs Office, the Compliance Office, and the Student-Athlete 

Support Services Office.  Final certification authority rests with the Registrarôs office.  Student-athletes are certified as eligible to 

receive athletics financial aid, to participate in practice and competition or as eligible only to participate in practice.   

 

Copies of all Big 12 Eligibility forms are maintained on file by the Faculty Athletics Representative (or designee), the Registrarôs 

Office, the Compliance Office, and the respective sport office.  

 

In general, to be considered eligible for participation in intercollegiate athletics, a student-athlete must:   

 

Be accepted for enrollment under the rules of the University; 

 

Be eligible to practice and compete according to Big 12 Conference and NCAA eligibility rules and regulations; and 

 

Be registered for at least 12 credit hours each regular term in courses that may be applied toward a baccalaureate or post-baccalaureate 

degree. 

Student-athletes may compete for four years, provided their final year of competition occurs within five calendar years of the initial 

date of full-time enrollment in any post-secondary institution.  An additional year of competition may be granted if a student-athlete 

meets the requirements for a hardship waiver, as defined in Bylaw 14.2.4 in the NCAA Manual.  The five year period may be extended 

for the following reasons: time spent in the armed services; official church missions; pregnancy; and specified athletics activities. 

 

Coaches requiring the transcripts of student-athletes currently enrolled at the University are to request them through the Associate 

Athletics Director/Student Support Services or the Registrarôs Office.  All staff members having access to student-athlete transcripts 

and personal data are reminded that these documents are confidential and protected as such under the Family Educational Rights and 

Privacy Act (ñFERPAò). 

 

High School Graduates 
Prospective student-athletes must meet the criteria outlined in NCAA Bylaw 14.3 in order to satisfy NCAA requirements for initial 

eligibility and to be considered a "qualifier" for intercollegiate athletics participation.  For detailed information visit 

https://web1.ncaa.org/eligibilitycenter/common/ or contact the Compliance Office. 

 

Transfer Student-Athletes 
The Office of Admissions evaluates the academic record of all students who are interested in transferring to the University of Kansas.  

Athletic eligibility requirements are imposed by the Conference for intra-conference transfers and by the NCAA.  For more 

information visit www.ncaa.org or contact the Compliance Office. 

 

Residency   

Compliance must be notified of any prospects residing in the local community prior to their full-time enrollment at the University.  It 

is the responsibility of the head coach (or designee) to provide specific information regarding a prospectôs local residence to the 

Compliance Office. 

 

All prospective student-athletes must be approved by the Sport Supervisor and the Compliance Office prior to arriving on campus. 

 

Kansas Athletics cannot permit any incoming student-athletes to begin their full-time residency for the academic year at the University 

of Kansas until they have been fully admitted to KU and been certified as a Final Qualifier by the NCAA Eligibility Center.  Until 

such time, the incoming student-athlete is considered a non-qualifier. Once the certification is complete and documented in the 

http://www.ncaa.org/


Compliance Office, the incoming student-athlete may join the team for practices (if such practice begins prior to the beginning of the 

fall term) or for the new academic year (if practice does not begin until after the first day of KU classes). 

If an incoming student-athlete has been on campus and enrolled in courses through the summer Bridge program (see 503B Summer 

School) and if he/she is not yet certified by the NCAA by July 31
st
, the incoming student-athlete must remove all personal belongings 

from campus housing or off-campus housing that is provided by Kansas Athletics and return to the prospectôs home by this date.  The 

student must remain at his/her home until the certification process is complete.  Any exceptions to this policy must be made by the 

Athletics Director in consultation with the Faculty Athletics Representative.  It is not permissible for Kansas Athletics to provide 

financial or other assistance for the student to return home.   

 

Mid Year Enrollment  

If an incoming student-athlete plans to enroll in courses during the mid-year period, he/she must be admitted to the University and 

must be certified as a qualifier and/or deemed eligible for practice, competition and/or financial aid.  All prospective student-athletes 

must be approved by the Sport Supervisor and the Compliance Office prior to arriving on campus. 

 

CONTINUING ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS  
 

In order to maintain academic eligibility for athletic participation after the initial year, NCAA regulations require student-athletes to 

make "progress towards a degree".   

For more information visit www.ncaa.org or contact the Compliance Office. 

 

Conduct & Sports Participation Eligibility Requirements  
Student-athletes are expected to uphold ethical standards of conduct and demonstrate ethical behavior, especially in matters related to 

gambling and bribery and unsportsmanlike conduct, as discussed in Policy 501, Student Athletes: Conduct and Ethics, in this Manual.  

In addition, a student-athlete's eligibility is jeopardized if he/she takes any of the following actions: 

 

 Arranges for fraudulent credit or false transcripts; 

 Violates relevant Conference or NCAA rules and regulations; or 

 Furnishes the NCAA or other regulatory bodies with false or misleading information about other individuals. 

 

Maintaining Amateur Status 
NCAA regulations regarding amateurism and permissible awards, benefits and expenses should be carefully reviewed in order to 

avoid violations.  In general, student-athletes cannot do any of the following: 

 

 Agree to make an appearance or have their pictures or names used to promote a commercial product; 

 Accept benefits such as gifts, meals and loans of cars or money, as offered by athletic interest groups (e.g. alumni or booster 

organizations) or anyone within the athletics program of the University; 

 Be represented by an agent or organization in order to market their athletic skills or reputation; 

 Receive any benefit that is not available to other students at the University; 

 Participate in a summer sports league not approved by the NCAA; 

 Accept payment, or a promise of payment (e.g. in cash prizes, gifts or travel) for intercollegiate athletics participation; 

 Enter into an agreement of any kind to compete in professional athletics or negotiate a professional contract; 

 Request to be put on a professional sport's draft list or try out with a professional sports organization (basketball exception see 

NCAA Bylaw 12.2.4.2.3) 

 Participate on any professional athletics team; 

 Have athletically related financial aid determined by anyone other than the Student Financial Aid Office at the University of 

Kansas; or 

 Participate on teams other than those of the University of Kansas during the season.  (This includes exhibition, all-star team, or 

tournament games.) 

 

A student-athlete or his/her legal guardian(s) may negotiate with a professional sports organization on behalf of a student-athlete 

without the loss of the individual's amateur status. If the student-athlete retains an agent, however, he/she loses amateur status. 

 

Outside Competition Involving Student-Athletes 
In sports other than basketball, NCAA rules permit a student-athlete to compete in one game a year in his/her sport involving players 

from his/her former high school and its alumni team provided such competition takes place during an official vacation period of the 

regular academic year.  In addition, students may participate as individuals in events such as golf and tennis tournaments and 

swimming and track meets, provided such participation receives prior approval by the Compliance Office and the Head Coach of that 

sport and the competition is in accordance with does not violate NCAA regulations. 

 

Organized competition exists (as specified by NCAA Bylaws) where any of the following conditions are present: 

 Teams are regularly formed or have team rosters: 

http://www.2.ncaa.org/legislation_and_governance/rules-and-bylaws/


 The competition is scheduled and publicized in advance; 

 Official score is kept; 

 Individual or team standings are maintained; 

 An official timer or game officials are used; 

 Squad members are dressed in team uniforms; 

 Admission is charged; 

 The competition is privately or commercially sponsored; or 

 The competition is either directly or indirectly sponsored, promoted or administered by an individual, an organization or any 

other agency. 

 

Several exceptions exist to the outside competition regulations; therefore, student-athletes should be directed to consult their 

Head Coach and the Compliance Office prior to participating in such activities. 

Summer League Participation 
 

Student-athletes interested in participating in summer sports league activities must receive the prior approval of the Compliance 

Office.  Head Coaches are responsible for informing their student-athletes of this requirement.  

  

Eligibility Certification Process 
As stated previously, the Registrarôs Office certifies the eligibility of all student-athletes, with the assistance of the Faculty Athletics 

Representative, the Associate Athletic Director for Compliance, the Director of Initial and Continuing Eligibility, and the Associate 

Athletics Director/Student-Athlete Support Services.  Incoming freshman must be certified by the NCAA Eligibility Center.  Student-

Athlete Support Services coordinates the receipt of information from the Eligibility Center.  New transfer students must forward their 

transcripts to Transfer Admissions for evaluation.  The Registrarôs Office makes the final review of a transfer studentôs eligibility after 

receiving information from Admissions on what credits are transferable. 

 

NCAA Student-Athlete Statement 
The official certification process for Kansas Athletics begins with a team compliance orientation meeting, held prior to the sport's first 

practice each year.  During this orientation, each student-athlete is required to complete the NCAA Student-Athlete Statement, the 

NCAA Drug Testing Consent, the NCAA HIPAA form, the Big 12 Conference Drug Testing Consent, the Kansas Athletics Drug 

Testing Consent Form, and the Kansas Athletics Student-Athlete General Information Form. 

 

The NCAA, Big 12 Conference, and Kansas Athletics forms must be signed annually by each student-athlete certifying that he/she 

understands and agrees to abide by the NCAA rules and regulations.  (NOTE:  All formal student-athlete documents must also be 

signed by the student-athlete's parents if he/she is under 18.) 

 

The seven-part Student-Athlete Statement includes the following: 

 

1. The NCAA verification of eligibility, whereby the student-athlete states to the best of his/her knowledge he/she is eligible to 

participate in intercollegiate athletics; 

 

2. The Buckley Amendment Consent, whereby the student-athlete agrees to the release of private information (e.g., health records, 

financial aid and academic information) to appropriate authorized University personnel in order to verify eligibility;  

 

3. The Promotion of NCAA Championships, Events, Activities, or Programs, whereby the student-athlete authorizes the NCAA to 

use his/her name or picture to generally promote the NCAA championships or other NAA events, activities, or programs;   

 

4. The Use of Recruiting Services, whereby the student-athlete indicates any recruiting services used during his/her recruitment; 

 

5. Non-NCAA Drug Testing Statement: The student-athlete affirms that he/she has not tested positive for banned substances by a 

non-NCAA athletics organization.  If he/she has tested positive, he/she will be subject to an NCAA drug test; 

 

6. Previous Involvement in NCAA Rules Violations statement; and 

 

7.     Verification of Valid Test Score: This part is for incoming freshman only.  The student-athlete affirms that he/she has received a     

valid ACT or SAT score, and in the event that he/she is notified of the possibility of an invalid score, he/she agrees to immediately               

notify the Director of Athletics.  

 



The NCAA Drug Testing Consent form, must be signed at the time which an intercollegiate team first reports to practice or prior to 

Monday of the Fourth week of classes, which ever date occurs first, for all sports  By signing the consent, the student-athlete agrees to 

participate in the NCAA Drug Testing Program. 

 

Each student-athlete is responsible for reporting any changes in information provided (e.g., address, financial aid status, etc.) to the 

Associate Athletic Director for Compliance.  

 

NCAA Squad List 
The NCAA Squad List is prepared by the Compliance Office prior to a teamôs first contest each academic year.  This form is 

completed by the Director of Initial and Continuing Eligibility in conjunction with the Registrarôs Office, the Office of Financial Aid 

and Head Coach.  It is approved by the University's Financial Aid Director, the Director of Athletics, and the Head Coach. 

 

Student-athletes may not participate in competition until they have been listed on the NCAA Squad List and on the Big 12 Eligibility 

Report that is signed by the Registrar, Faculty Athletics Representative, the Director of Athletics, and the Head Coach.  A copy of 

each sport's Squad List is kept on file in the Compliance Office, the Director of Athletic Financial Aid, the Office of Student Financial 

Aid, and the sport office.  Upon certification, student-athletes are eligible for practice unless they are non-qualifiers. 

 

Squad Lists are prepared using information from team rosters, Student-Athlete Statements and the Student-Athlete Report forms (as 

described above).  Changes to the Squad Lists are to be reported to the Compliance Office.  The Roster Deletion form should be 

completed for student-athletes who have quit or are cut from the team.  New student-athletes wishing to participate in intercollegiate 

athletics may not do so until they have met with the Compliance Office and been certified as eligible by the Registrarôs Office. It is the 

responsibility of the Head Coach to communicate all roster changes to the Compliance Office in a timely fashion. All roster changes 

must be documented on the Addition/Deletion/Revision Form.  

 

If coaches have not received verification of their rosters before their first competition, they are expected to contact the Associate 

Athletic Director for Compliance to ensure that all eligibility certification requirements have been completed for those student-athletes 

appearing on their Squad List. The Head Coach is required to sign the NCAA Squad List and Big 12 Conference Eligibility Report 

acknowledging the eligibility status of each student-athlete. 

 

Temporary Certification  
A recruited student-athlete entering the University as a freshman may practice, but not compete, for a period not to exceed two (2) 

weeks prior to the University receiving a final certification decision from the NCAA Eligibility Center.  At the end of this two-week 

period, the student-athlete must be deemed a qualifier by the Eligibility Center in order to continue to practice and compete. 

 

A non-recruited student-athlete entering the University as a freshman may practice, but not compete, for a period not to exceed 45 

days prior to the University receiving a final certification decision from the Eligibility Center.  After this period, the student-athlete 

must be deemed a qualifier by the Eligibility Center in order to continue to practice and compete. 

 

The eligibility certification process for the above student-athletes follows the same process as for all other student-athletes.  It includes 

the completion of the following forms: 

 NCAA Student-Athlete Statement; 

 NCAA Drug Testing Consent; 

 NCAA HIPAA Form; 

 Kansas Athleticsô Drug Testing Policy Form; 

 Big 12 Conference Drug Testing Consent form; 

 Kansas Athleticsô Student-Athlete General Information Form; 

 

 

Exit Interviews  
 

Pursuant to NCAA Bylaw 6.3.2, exit interviews are to be conducted in all sports with a sample (as determined by the Director of 

Athletics or his designee) of student-athletes whose eligibility has expired.  ñInterviews shall include questions regarding the value of 

the studentsô athletics experiences, the extent of the athletics time demands encountered by the student-athletes, proposed changes in 

intercollegiate athletics and concerns related to the administration of the student-athletesô specific sports.ò  (Bylaw 6.3.2)    The sport 

supervisor shall be the designated representative to conduct the interview and complete an Exit Interview Form for each student-

athlete.   All student-athletes whose eligibility has expired shall be encouraged to complete an on-line survey form of their experiences 

at Kansas Athletics.  This survey will be monitored by the Assistant Athletics Director, Student-Athlete Development and Community 

Relations, who will provide the information to the Senior Woman Administrator for dissemination to the Director of Athletics. 



            

    MENôS BASKETBALL          WOMENôS SOCCER 

 

        

WOMENôS GOLF      WOMENôS BASKETBALL 

   

WOMENôS VOLLEYBALL    MENôS GOLF 

 

 



STUDENT-ATHLETE: FINANCIAL A ID/GRANT -IN-AID  

Financial aid is designed to provide financial assistance to help students fund their education ï providing financial assistance to 

students who otherwise would be unable to pursue an education.  Financial need is defined as the difference between the cost of 

attendance and what the parents and student might reasonably be expected to contribute toward that expense. This contribution, called 

the Expected Family Contribution, is determined by using methodology developed by the U.S. Department of Education.   

 

Generally, there are four types of need based aid: grants, scholarships, work-study, and loans. The key to determining financial aid is 

the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  After submitting this form, based on eligibility, the University will develop a 

financial package for the student.   

 

The University of Kansas awards financial aid to student-athletes in accordance with University policy, as well as Big 12 Conference 

and NCAA rules and regulations governing financial aid to student-athletes.  The Associate Athletic Director/Senior Woman 

Administrator oversees and administers the athletic financial aid program for Kansas Athletics.  The Director of Student Athlete 

Financial Aid monitors the financial aid program for Kansas Athletics and serves as liaison with the Universityôs Office of Financial 

Aid and Scholarships (FAS) in meeting the financial needs of the student-athletes. 

 

Athletically related grants-in-aid are awarded on an annual basis and are limited to required educational expenses, such as tuition, fees, 

room, board and use of required course-related books. Financial aid provided to student-athletes is not considered a "reimbursement 

for services performed" and cannot, on the basis of athletic performance, be gradated or discontinued during the period of its award.  

However, athletically related aid may be reduced or canceled according to NCAA Bylaw 15.3.4 Reduction and Cancellation During 

Period of Award (see Policy 502B, Student-Athletes:  Eligibility, in this Manual).  Any modification to the original grant must be 

approved by the Director of Athletics, or his/her designee, under the conditions or situations specified in the NCAA Manual, Bylaw 

15.3.5 Renewals and Non-renewals and communicated to the student-athlete in writing with full explanation of the appeals process. 

 

Allocation of Grant -in-Aid Awards 
 

The Director of Athletics allocates funds through the budget process to each sport in order to provide a specific number of grant-in-aid 

awards within NCAA rules and regulations.  Grants-in-aid are allocated within each sport upon the recommendation of the head 

coach. 

 

Allowable grants-in-aid are calculated according to NCAA guidelines for head-count and equivalency sports, as described below.  

Further, the number of grants-in-aid for any team may be affected by NCAA sanctions which are imposed against the sport. 

 

Study Abroad Programs 

 

Kansas Athletics may finance study abroad programs that count toward the student-athleteôs degree requirements.  Student-athletes 

must obtain permission from their head coach, academic counselor, and sport supervisor in advance of enrolling in any study abroad 

program.  If study abroad is approved for a student-athlete, Kansas Athletics may only finance an amount equivalent to the student-

athleteôs athletic financial grant-in-aid. 

 

Head Count and Equivalency Sports 
 

For purposes of financial aid computations, a player is considered a "Counter" when he/she receives financial aid based on athletic 

ability, and/or was recruited, receives financial aid and is competing as a member of a varsity team. 

 

o Head-Count Sports  

 

 A head-count sport is one, designated by the NCAA, in which athletically related aid is calculated by the number of student-

athletes receiving any amount of aid. Student-athletes who are awarded athletic financial aid receive full grant-in-aid 

scholarships.  

  

o Equivalency Sports 

 

 Equivalency sports, as designated by the NCAA, are those in which athletically related aid is calculated by the percentage of a 

full grant-in-aid.  The University may administer such awards to any number of recipients on the basis of value (equivalency), 

provided the total dollar amount expended does not exceed the calculated full grant-in-aid at the University multiplied by the 

number of maximum awards permitted for the particular sport. 

 

Kansas Athletics funds the maximum number of allowed grants-in-aid in the following sports:  men's and women's basketball, 

baseball, football, women's soccer, softball, women's swimming and diving, menôs and women's track and cross country, womenôs 

volleyball, menôs and womenôs golf, womenôs tennis, and womenôs rowing. 



Financial Aid Procedures 
 

Although grant-in-aid allocations within each sport are recommended by the Head Coach, the procedures for administering grants-in-

aid at the University of Kansas are the same for all student-athletes.  These procedures are outlined in the Financial Aid Standard 

Operating Procedures Manual. 

 

The Head Coach completes the Request for Financial Aid Form that includes recommendations of grant-in aid awards. The Aid Form 

is returned to the Director of Student-Athlete Financial Aid for review. Once approved by the Director of Athletics/designee and the 

Director of FAS/designee, the grants-in-aid are tendered.  Recipients of financial aid are notified of the awarded scholarship by the 

Head Coach, which details the amount of aid and the terms and conditions of the grant. 

 

o Prospective Student-Athletes 

 

 Financial aid agreements may be issued to prospective student-athletes with or without the National Letter of Intent (NLI).  

Prospects may not sign a National Letter of Intent prior to the times and dates noted on the Letter.   

  

 To be valid, the Kansas Athletics Financial Aid Agreement must be signed and returned to Kansas Athletics within 14 days 

after its issuance date.  Upon receipt of the signed forms, the original Letter of Intent is forwarded to the Big 12 Conference 

Office by the Director of Student-Athlete Financial Aid.  The Conference must receive these forms within 21 days of the final 

signature.  One copy of the Letter of Intent and the Financial Aid Agreement is retained by the prospective student-athlete.  

The second original is maintained by the Director of Student-Athlete Financial Aid.  Scanned Originals of the financial aid 

agreement and Letter of Intent are also disseminated to the Director of Athletics, Compliance, and the Office of FAS.  The 

student-athleteôs financial aid is not processed until this form has been received. 

 

 If the prospective student-athlete fails to be admitted to the University, the NLI and the grant-in-aid become null and void.  The 

Kansas Athletics Compliance Office is required to send written notification regarding the null and void status of the NLI and 

grant-in-aid to the prospective student-athlete within five business days. 

 

o Enrolled Students 

 

 A student-athlete eligible for a grant-in-aid who enrolls at the University without having received a financial aid offer may, 

thereafter, be given grant-in-aid at any time; however, it may not be awarded retroactively. 

 

 A Head Coach who desires to make an initial offer of athletically related financial aid to a previously enrolled student initiates 

the procedure as described above for prospective student-athletes.  Prior to tendering an offer of financial aid to the student-

athlete, it is necessary to verify the eligibility of the student, as well as ensure compliance with squad limitations.  (See Policy 

502B, Student-Athletes: Eligibility for procedures related to initial eligibility requirements for the tendering of financial aid 

offers.)  With the recommendation of the Director of Athletics/designee and the signatory approval of Director of 

FAS/designee, the Financial Aid Agreement is fully executed and ready for the student-athlete's signature. Signed copies are 

scanned and distributed to the Director of Athletics, the Office of FAS, and kept on file with the Director of Student-Athlete 

Financial Aid and with Compliance.  

 

o Continuing Student-Athletes 

 

 Athletically related financial aid is awarded on a year-by-year basis and cannot be reduced or discontinued during the period of 

its award for any athletic, performance-related reason.  NCAA rules and regulations stipulate that notification of athletically 

related financial aid must be sent to the student-athlete before July 1st of the academic year in which it is to be effective. 

 Each spring, head coaches meet with the Director of Student-Athlete Financial Aid and their respective sport supervisor to 

review their recommendations of grant-in-aid for the upcoming academic year.  Using these lists, the Director of Student-

Athlete Financial Aid generates the renewal letters and financial aid agreements notifying all prospective recipients of their 

renewal of aid.  The letters indicating the amount of the awards are returned to the coaches for final review and are sent to the 

student-athletes.  The student-athlete keeps one copy and returns the other signed copy to the Associate Athletic 

Director/Senior Woman Administrator. 

 

Grant -In-Aid Information  

 

Per NCAA bylaws, grants-in-aid may be canceled or reduced during the period of the award if the student-athlete: 

 

1. Renders himself or herself ineligible for intercollegiate competition (e.g. by carrying less than 12 hours);  

2. Fraudulently misrepresents any information on an application, letter of intent or financial aid agreement;  or 

3. Engages in serious misconduct warranting substantial disciplinary penalty;  

4. Voluntarily (on his or her own initiative) withdraws from a sport at any time for personal reasons;  



 

Additionally, grants-in-aid may be renewed at a reduced amount or may not be renewed for the reasons stated in #1-4 above as well as 

if the student-athlete: 

 

1. Demonstrates an inability to reach reasonable performance goals, exhibit problems of motivation or incompatibility with the 

coaching staff or his/her teammates; 

2. Engages in misconduct serious enough to warrant disciplinary action and cancellation of aid. 

 

Regardless of their financial situation, student-athletes are encouraged to discuss any related questions they may have with their head 

coach and/or sport supervisor. 

 

Non-Athletic Financial Aid  

 

Any financial assistance in addition to the student-athleteôs grant-in-aid must be approved by the Office of FAS to ensure that the 

additional aid is in accordance with NCAA and Conference regulations.  All financial assistance including grants and loans during 

academic terms must be reported by the student-athlete to the Office of FAS and to the student-athleteôs Head Coach.  If necessary, 

those funds may replace a portion of the athletic grant-in-aid in order to permit the student-athlete and the program to remain in 

compliance with NCAA and Big 12 Conference rules.  Student-athletes have the opportunity to document this information during the 

Student-Athlete Compliance Education meetings each year.  Failure to report all such income could affect athletic eligibility. 

 

Procedures for Receiving Grants-In-Aid  
 

If a student-athlete is receiving cash in lieu of room and board, the student-athlete must have a signed copy of his/her lease on file in 

the Director of Student-Athlete Financial Aid office before funds will be issued.  Funds, in the form of a check or direct deposit to the 

student-athleteôs bank account, will be issued monthly.   

 

Please note that a student-athlete will not receive grant-in-aid funds unless he/she is continuously registered for 12 or more hours.  

Other NCAA rule exceptions may also be considered. 

 

Student-Athlete Appeals Board 

 

The Student-Athlete Appeals Board shall rule on cases involving student-athletes that have not been resolved utilizing other existing 

decision making channels. It shall only consider those cases that have been previously reviewed by the Director of Athletics as being 

appropriate to forward to the Board. 

 

The Board will serve as the final appeals review for the institution and may consider cases involving two distinct areas as listed below: 

 

Financial Aid. The Board shall act on student-athletes' appeals related to athletically-related financial aid, as 

prescribed by National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) rules and regulations (NCAA Bylaw 15).  

 

Transfer Release. The Board shall act on student-athletes' appeals related to their requests to be released from 

university athletic obligations when transferring to another institution. These procedures are also prescribed by 

NCAA rules and regulations (NCAA Bylaw 14). 

 

Post Eligibility Aid  

 

A student-athlete who has received financial aid from the University of Kansas and has completed eligibility for intercollegiate 

athletics competition but has remaining undergraduate degree requirements may petition the Post Eligibility Aid Committee for 

continuation of financial aid if the student meets the following criteria: 

 

1. The student has completed satisfactory progress towards a degree and has passed 96 semester hours.  

2. The student demonstrates an intention to complete the undergraduate degree requirements. 

3. The student satisfies Big 12 Conference and NCAA financial aid eligibility standards. 

 

A student-athlete who meets the above requirements may petition that financial aid be continued for such part of the two additional 

consecutive semesters immediately following the last semester of intercollegiate athletics competition. Student athletes who still 

cannot complete degree requirements may petition Kansas Athletics to receive aid for the summer semester following the fifth year 

fall and spring semesters. 

 

Kansas Athletics reserves the right to discontinue such financial aid whenever it reasonably appears that the student-athlete is not 

making satisfactory progress toward an undergraduate degree. According to NCAA regulations, financial aid is limited to a maximum 

period of five (5) years which includes summer school terms. 



 

Financial aid awarded should not be greater than the amounts received during the previous award. The student-athleteôs petition 

should be made as soon as determination for continuation of financial aid is ascertained. 

 

The Committee reviewing petitions for post eligibility aid shall consist of the Associate AD/ Student Athlete Support Services, the 

Associate AD/SWA, and the Sport Supervisor. In the event that the Sport Supervisor is also the SWA, the Senior Assoc. AD shall 

participate in the committee deliberations.  Petitions should be in writing, include justification for awarding an additional year of aid, 

and have verification from the student-athleteôs academic counselor that the established academic/eligibility standards have been met. 

 

A coach may petition the Director of Athletics for an increase in fifth year aid for the student-athlete; however, the request must be 

justified and based on funds available in the sport budget. 

 

Reduction or Non-Renewal of Athletic Grants-in-Aid  

 

Reference:  This policy and procedure is written in consideration of NCAA Bylaw, Article 15, Financial Aid.  Persons administering 

this policy, or persons who have questions about financial aid for student-athletes should familiarize themselves with the provisions of 

NCAA Bylaw, Article 15. 

 

Under normal circumstances, renewal of aid for subsequent years is customary; however, NCAA rules forbid any commitment or 

guarantee beyond one year.  Further, a student-athlete may receive an athletic scholarship for no more than five years within a six-year 

period, beginning with the student-athleteôs initial full-time enrollment at any college or two-year college. 

 

In the event of a career-ending injury or illness as a result of participation in the athletics program, Kansas Athletics normally renews 

the award, provided that the individual agrees to perform appropriate alternate tasks within Kansas Athletics.  NCAA rules forbid the 

guarantee of an automatic renewal. 

 

The renewal of institutional financial aid based in any degree on athletic ability shall be made on or before July 1 prior to the academic 

year in which it is to be effective.  The institution shall promptly send notification in writing to each student-athlete who received an 

award the previous academic year and who has eligibility remaining in the sport in which financial aid was awarded the previous 

academic year informing the student-athlete whether the grant has been renewed, renewed for a reduced amount, or not renewed for 

the upcoming academic year.  Notification of non-renewals must come from the OSFA. 

 

Inability to reach reasonable athletic performance goals, problems of motivation, incompatibility with the coaching staff or teammates, 

etc. are considered legitimate reasons for non-renewal or reduction of aid.  If, during the school year, the student-athlete feels there is a 

possibility his/her scholarship may not be renewed or may be reduced, he/she should talk with the coach.  Should the student-athlete 

disagree with the coachôs assessment of his/her standing, the student-athlete should contact the Director of Athletics as soon as 

possible. 

 

I.  The decision to reduce or not renew a student-athleteôs grant-in-aid (GIA) should include the following considerations: 

 

A. Coaches must have appropriate written documentation to support their decision for a reduction or nonrenewal of a student-

athleteôs GIA.  Coaches will discuss with their sport supervisor their decision to reduce or not renew a student-athleteôs 

GIA, and the reason(s) for the decision, prior to going forward with that decision.   

 

B. When a coach decides (and the sport administrator supports the decision) that a student-athleteôs GIA award will be reduced 

or will not be renewed, the coach is responsible for discussing the reasons for the reduction or nonrenewal with the student-

athlete.  The coach will document the meeting with the student-athlete has occurred and include in this documentation the 

reasons for the reduction or nonrenewal of athletic grant in aid (GIA).  If a student-athlete has been dismissed from a team, 

the coach or the sport administrator still has the responsibility to follow the procedure described above.  This discussion 

may occur in conjunction with the dismissal from the team. 

 

C. After advising the student-athlete of the decision to reduce or not renew his/her GIA, the coach will notify the Kansas 

Athletics Associate Director/Senior Woman Administrator (Athletics AD/SWA) of the decision to reduce or not renew the 

student-athleteôs GIA.  This information, including a copy of the written documentation of the decision to reduce or not 

renew the GIA, will be forwarded by the Athletics AD/SWA to the Assistant Vice Provost, Financial Aid and Scholarships 

(FAS).  

 

D. When FAS is notified of a reduction or nonrenewal of a student-athleteôs GIA, a letter will be mailed to the student-athlete.  

All letters must be mailed by FAS on or before July 1
st
 to meet the requirements of NCAA Bylaw 15.3.5.  The Athletics 

Director, Athletics AD/SWA, Athletics AD/Compliance, Athletics Financial Aid Director, Head Coach, and the Chair of the 

Student-Athlete Appeals Board (SAAB) are copied on the letter.  FAS sends the letter to the student-athlete, via Certified 

Mail and óDelivery Confirmationô to document the letter was mailed by the July 1
st
 deadline and to document that the letter 



was delivered.  The Athletics AD/SWA is sent copies to distribute to the Athletics Director and Head Coach. 

 

If the student-athlete is an international student and the only address available in the KU student administration database is 

the international address, the non-renewal letter will be sent via regular mail since international certified mail is not cost-

effective and delivery confirmation is not timely, whereas regular mail is much quicker.  Athletics personnel should remind 

student-athletes of their responsibility to monitor and update addresses in the KU student administration system (Enroll & 

Pay) throughout their time at KU and upon departure from KU so all pertinent correspondence is received.  If the coach 

and/or other Athletics personnel have a local, current address, s/he should provide that address on the Delete Form. 

 

E. If a student voluntarily withdraws from a sport at the end of or during an award period, the student and the Athletics AD (or 

designee) signs a ñVoluntary Termination-of-Aid (VTA) Agreement.ò  A copy of this VTA Agreement is sent to the FAS 

with the Delete Form.   A non-renewal letter is sent to the student-athlete, following the procedures in paragraph I.D. above. 

 

F. In some cases, the student-athlete is unable or unwilling to sign a VTA after voluntarily withdrawing from a sport at the end 

of or during an award period.  In these cases, any correspondence (such as an email to the coach) that serves as a direct 

communication from the student-athlete may serve as notification of voluntary withdrawal and may be forwarded with the 

Delete Form to the Assistant Vice Provost, FAS, as written documentation.  If no such correspondence exists, 

correspondence from the Associate AD/SWA or designee, documenting the request for a meeting with the student-athlete to 

complete a VTA, will serve as documentation that efforts were made by Athletics to obtain a VTA and will be forwarded to 

FAS. 

 

II. Appeal process: 

 

A. If a student-athlete appeals the non-renewal, the University of Kansas Student-Athlete Appeals Board (SAAB) is charged 

with determining whether the nonrenewal or cancellation of aid was fair under the attending circumstances and to determine 

whether procedural rules were followed.  The SAAB does not determine whether or not the student-athlete will be reinstated 

as a member of the team.  

 

B. The SAAB is comprised of three individuals appointed by the Provostôs Office (or Designee, currently the Vice Provost for 

Student Success).  Typically, membership is for three-year terms, with the option for reappointment.  One of the three must 

be a faculty member. 

 

C. The Athletics Associate AD/SWA, the Athletics AD for Compliance and the Assistant Vice Provost, FAS, (or designees) 

will attend the appeal hearing as non-voting members to provide resource/regulatory guidance.   

 

D. A student-athlete who wishes to appeal the reduction or nonrenewal of his/her GIA must provide written notice of his/her 

appeal within 10 business days of the documented receipt of the non-renewal letter to the Assistant Vice Provost, FAS.   In 

the written notice of appeal, the student-athlete will provide a brief statement as to the reasons why the student-athlete 

believes the reduction or nonrenewal of his/her GIA is unfair.  Upon receipt of the student-athleteôs notice of appeal, the 

Assistant Vice Provost, FAS, will forward a copy of the notice of appeal to the Athletics Associate AD/SWA.  The SAAB 

Hearing must occur within 30 days of the letter of appeal (unless an extension of time is requested by the student-athlete 

and/or the coach, and the extension request is approved by both parties). 

 

E. The Athletics AD/SWA will contact all SAAB members to determine a minimum of two date/time options for the Student-

Athlete Appeals Board hearing that are mutually convenient to all parties involved in the appeal.  The AD/SWA will 

provide a minimum of two available dates/times to the student-athlete to determine which date/time is most convenient.  

The AD/SWA will then communicate the final date/time/location to the SAAB representatives as well as the Athletics and 

FAS staff members involved.  At least three days prior to the hearing, the AD/SWA will also send the student-athlete a 

letter detailing the date and time of the hearing. The AD/SWA will copy all parties involved.   

 

G. Those present for the hearing shall include the following:  student-athlete (and his/her representatives), head coach (his/her 

representatives), Athletics AD/SWA, the Student-Athlete Appeal Board members,  The Athletics AD for Compliance and 

Assistant Vice Provost, FAS, (and/or designees) may be available for NCAA, Big 12 and KU rules clarification.   Other 

participants may include, but are not limited to, the sport supervisor, and/or faculty athletics representative. If the student-

athlete fails to appear for the hearing, the SAAB will determine that s/he received timely notification of the hearing 

date/time and if so, the SAAB hearing may proceed in the absence of the student-athlete.  

 

H. The SAAB Chair will conduct the hearing. At the beginning of the hearing, the Chair shall record the hearing via audiotape 

and introduce all parties present.  

 

I.  The student-athlete will present his/her information and arguments first, followed by the information and arguments 

presented by the coach.   



 

J. The student-athlete and/or the coach may ask witnesses to explain/describe their first-hand experience with a given situation 

and respond to SAAB questions.  Third-party witnesses will only be allowed in the hearing for their individual testimony.  

 

K.  During the hearing the student-athlete and the athletics department will present their 

 arguments concerning the fairness of the decision to reduce or not renew the student-athleteôs GIA.  The issue of fairness 

includes, but is not limited to, determining whether the notice of reduction or nonrenewal of GIA was sent by the July
 
1 

deadline.   

 

L. A copy of the audiotape will be provided to the student-athlete upon written request and payment for the reasonable costs of 

making a copy of the audiotape. 

 

M. The Athletic AD/SWA will provide a copy of documentation for distribution to the Student-Athlete Appeals Board and to 

the student-athlete at the hearing.  If in the course of the hearing, an issue arises for which either party requests a recess in 

order to provide information or witnesses, the Student-Athlete Appeals Board, may, at its discretion, adjourn the hearing to 

a later date (not more than 7-10 days) at which time the additional information or witnesses can be presented. 

 

N. Once each party has presented his/her information and arguments, the committee may ask questions of either party, or ask 

for clarification of any rules or other information referenced in the course of the hearing.  At the conclusion of the 

presentation of the partiesô arguments, everyone will be excused and the Student-Athlete Appeals Board will deliberate.  

 

O. The SAAB Chair will call the student-athlete informing him/her of the SAABôs decision and advise the student-athlete that 

a written decision letter will be mailed shortly to him/her.   

 

P. The SAAB Chair will send the SAAB Hearing response letter to the student-athlete. All SAAB representatives and staff 

members involved with the SAAB Hearing as well as the Athletics Director will be copied on this letter. 

 

Q. The SAAB decision is final and non-appealable. 

 

III. Situations in which a non-renewal letter for 2011-12, based on 2010-11 awards, is not required include: 

 

A. A student-athlete who has exhausted eligibility for GIA (since student has no   subsequent eligibility, there is no 

need for a non-renewal letter). 

 

B. A student-athlete who quit the team prior to the fall semester did not receive GIA during 2010-11 and therefore does 

not need a non-renewal letter for subsequent year.  

 

C. A student-athlete who does not return to KU for the fall semester would not receive 2010-11 GIA and therefore a 

non-renewal letter is not required for the subsequent year. 

 

D. A student-athlete who leaves KU & his/her sport during AY but plans to return the following fall (e.g. a baseball 

player who leaves during the Spring term for the pros, but plans to return to KU and the team sport in the following 

fall), does not need a non-renewal letter since student will receive GIA when he returns.     (However, Athletics 

should submit documentation of this status to FAS, confirming Athleticsô intent to pay the GIA when the student-

athlete returns.) 

 

If a student-athleteôs GIA is reduced or cancelled due to other aid resulting in maximum eligibility received, a non-renewal letter is not 

needed since the student may be eligible for GIA in subsequent years.  This must be clearly documented by Athletics and 

communicated to FAS since without a non-renewal letter, Athletics would be required to provide GIA to the student-athlete in the 

future.  In such a case, the student-athlete may request a SAAB hearing within 10 business days of the documented receipt of the letter 

from FAS (as detailed in paragraph I.D.). 

 

STUDENT-ATHLETES: UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE STUDIES  
 

Undergraduate Studies 

 

Kansas Athletics is committed to achieving excellence in the classroom and is supportive of assisting all student-athletes in achieving 

an undergraduate degree from the University of Kansas.  To that end, Kansas Athletics is committed to funding a student-athleteôs 

undergraduate education during his/her period of eligibility and beyond if the student-athlete qualifies and is approved for post-

eligibility aid (section 502C.2).   

 

 



Graduate Studies 

 

Financial commitments to student-athletes end once a student-athlete has concluded his/her eligibility and has completed the 

coursework requirements necessary to obtain an undergraduate degree.  Departmental financial constraints preclude Kansas Athletics 

from financing former student-athletes in their pursuit of graduate degrees. In situations when the student-athlete has completed 

his/her undergraduate degree and is still eligible for competition, Kansas Athletics may pay for graduate studies as long as the student-

athlete continues his/her eligibility for competition. 

 

Questions regarding graduate assistant and intern programs should be directed to the Human Resources Director. 

 

Exceptions 

 

For exceptions to this policy, student-athletes must formally apply in writing to the Associate Athletics Director/Student Support 

Services.  The application should include a rationale for receiving additional financial aid and should include information regarding 

the requested  courses. The application will be reviewed by the Sport Supervisor, the Associate Athletics Director/SWA, and the 

Associate Athletics Director/Student Support Services.  If the application is recommended for approval, it will be presented to the 

Director of Athletics for final approval for any exceptions to this policy.   

 

Student-athletes whose application for an exception is approved and who, subsequent to the first day of classes for the semester, drops 

below their approved credit hours will be charged for the amount of tuition which Kansas Athletics is not able to recoup.  This charge 

will go directly to the student-athleteôs account.  Additionally, any room & board payments to which that student-athlete would not be 

entitled will also be charged through the Bursarôs Office to the student-athleteôs account. 

 

Approval Criteria  

 

Recommendations for approving applications for additional financial aid will be based on an evaluation of the following criteria, 

including, but not limited to: 

 

 Budgetary constraints 

 Grades achieved in previous coursework (i.e. previous academic record) 

 Course(s) enrolled in previously and dropped (e.g., reasons for dropping) 

 Student-athleteôs academic plan for successful completion of the coursework requirements necessary to obtain an 

undergraduate degree 

 Student-athleteôs academic standing and citizenship record while on athletic financial aid  

 

STUDENT-ATHLETE: STUDENT ASSISTANCE FUNDS 

General Policy Statement         
 

In accordance with NCAA Bylaw 15.01.6, student-athletes may receive financial assistance that is not countable against their cost of 

attendance (COA).  U.S. Department of Education (DOE) rules state that all financial resources received by a student must be reported 

to the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (FAS) and documented in the studentôs award package.  In order to comply with DOE 

rules, the FAS financial administrator must document when student-athletes receive aid from the Student Assistance Fund  

 

Federal rules governing student aid prohibit institutions from adjusting a studentôs Federal Pell Grant.  Pursuant to Bylaw 15.1.1, 

student-athletes who receive Athletic Grant-in-aid (GIA) are allowed to exceed the COA when they qualify for a Federal Pell Grant.  

As per NCAA Bylaw 15.01.6, it is permissible for student-athletes to receive an SAF grant as additional outside financial resources 

without affecting their COA.   

 

Federal rules applying to student-athletes receiving an athletic equivalency award and additional institutional, state, or federal aid are 

governed by the COA and need-based aid limits.  Adjustments to the COA may be made through the FAS financial aid administrator 

(FAA) for review and consideration based on the studentôs documented specific situation or needs. 

 

Procedures for Distribution of Funds  

a. Student-athletes may apply for SAF assistance following NCAA and Big 12 Conference guidelines, which are incorporated 

as part of Kansas Athleticsô policy for use of the SAF.  Additionally, Kansas Athletics may provide further guidance for the 

use of the SAF based on the needs of student-athletes and availability of funding. All requests for expenditures from the SAF 

must be submitted on an application form available from the Associate Athletics Director/Senior Woman Administrator 

(SWA) or designee (SAF coordinator);   

b. After determining the eligibility of the expenditure request for the SAF, the SAF coordinator will document the requests.  

This information is forwarded to the FAS weekly.  



c. The FAS financial aid administrator will document expenditure requests from the SAF in the universityôs financial aid 

monitoring system (PeopleSoft) and the designated Compliance Software system. 

d. The SWA will review, approve (if appropriate), and submit the request to the Compliance Office for processing. 

e. The Compliance Office will review, approve (if appropriate), and submit the request to the Business Office. 

f. If the request is not approved by the SWA or the Compliance Office, the SAF coordinator will notify FAS to delete posted 

awards. 

g. The Business Office will process the request for disbursement to the student-athlete or vendor, as appropriate. 

h. The Student-Athlete must show identification when picking up his/her check. 

 

NOTE:  Student-athletes are encouraged to seek assistance/guidance from the SWA office prior to purchasing items or making 

financial commitments that may not be eligible for reimbursement. 

 

Student Assistance Fund (SAF)      

 

Pursuant to guidelines set forth by the NCAA and the Big 12 Conference, the SAF is intended to provide direct benefits to student-

athletes.  As a guiding principle, the SAF shall be used to assist student-athletes in meeting financial needs that arise in conjunction 

with participation in intercollegiate athletics or enrollment in an academic curriculum, or that recognize academic achievement.  

Further, this institution intends to maximize the use of the fund in ways that impact a majority of the student-athletes whenever 

appropriate. 

 

A committee designated by the Athletics Director will oversee the administration of the SAF.  The Committee will include a member 

of the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee.  The Committee will: 

 

o Review on a periodic basis a record of disbursements from the fund; 

o Prepare an annual report of disbursements on the SAF reporting form; and 

o Conduct an annual review of these SAF guidelines and submit any modifications to the Conference office with the annual 

reporting form.   

 

The Big 12 Conference Principles and Guidelines for the Student-Athlete Opportunity Fund provides guidelines for permissible uses 

of the SAF, however, this is not meant to be an exhaustive list.  Institutional discretion will determine approved uses of the SAF in 

order to meet the needs of student-athletes and maximize the available funding. 

 

Educational Expenses and Fees 

 Summer school 

 Fifth or sixth year aid 

 International student fees and taxes 

 Graduate school application and exam fees, graduate school test preparation courses, placement exams, professional program 

testing, etc.  Note:  annual maximums per student-athlete may be placed for this type of expenditure. 

 Expendable supplies (e.g. pens, pencils, notebooks, highlighters) 

 Educational supplies (e.g. computers, cameras, calculators, USB drives, headsets for specialized learning program) 

 Learning disability testing 

 Orientation fees for enrolled student-athletes (only permissible if the fees are not considered part of an institutional grant-in-

aid: tuition, room and board, books and fees) 

 CPR course 

 Internet service fees 

 

 

Health and Safety Expenses 

 Insurance premiums 

 Supplemental insurance 

 Medical expenses (not covered by another insurance program for student-athletes not eligible for SAF) 

 Dental expenses (not covered by another insurance program for student athletes not eligible for SAF, e.g. dental exams, 

treatment of cavities, extractions) 

 Vision expenses, not covered by another insurance program for student-athletes not eligible for SAF, e.g. eye exam, contact 

lenses) 

 Medical expense for student-athletesô spouses/dependents 

 Medical insurance for international student-athletes 

 Accidental death and dismemberment insurance for student-athletes during team travel 

 Surgery expenses 

 Medical testing 

 Nutrition shakes 



 Multi -vitamins 

 Psychological therapy sessions 

 Psychological screenings 

 

Personal or Family Expense 

 Per diem expenses to student-athletes who remain in the locale of the institution for reasons other than practice and 

competition, as long as the per diem is provided consistent with institutional policy for providing per diem to institutional 

staff members, and it is provided consistent with the process for providing per diem when NCAA rules permit such 

arrangements (e.g. required to remain on campus for practice and/or competition during an official vacation period). [Council 

of FARs, December 2005] 

 Clothing allowance and/or personal expense (travel) for a maximum of $500 annually for Pell eligible student-athletes 

 Additional student-athlete travel home due to competition  (e.g. Christmas and spring break) 

 Emergency travel for student-athletes, spouses and/or dependents (e.g. attend funeral, visit ailing family member) 

 Emergency expenses for student-athletes, spouses and/or dependents 

 Travel expenses for parents  to be present when a student-athlete is honored as Student Athlete of the Year at the annual 

Senior/Scholar banquet 

 Travel expenses for team members being honored by governmental body 

 Travel expenses for birth of child 

 Team travel for funeral of a teammateôs family member 

 Replacement of items list in a fire (e.g. books, supplies) 

 Parking passes for student-athletes living on campus  

 Vacation period expenses (e.g. lodging, meals) 

 Formal/Semi-formal attire for award ceremony 

 Suit for Conference media day 

 Passport and student Visa 

 Tax on Special Assistance Fund purchases 

 

 

Institutional Academic or Programming Enhancements 

 Academic achievement or graduation awards (e.g. I-Pod) 

 Academic support services 

 Supplies for staff and tutors working with Specialized Learning Students 

 Chairs for computer center 

 Mall glass for tutoring center 

 Expenses associated with Recruiting Guideline and Host Training 

 Drug-free sports speaker 

 Motivational speaker 

 Gambling education speaker 

 Career counseling sessions 

 Spring Fling event 

 Enhancement of tutoring budget 

 Career Employment Service resume posting fees 

 Tape recorders for student support services 

 Other academic or programming expenses 

Prohibited uses for the fund are listed in NCAA Bylaw 15.01.6.2 and 16.11.1.13.   Additionally, the Committee and/or Athletics 

Director may opt to limit or deny any funding request not meeting the intent of the previously referenced guiding principle. 

 

The Athletics Director may opt to limit or deny any funding request not meeting the intent of the previously referenced guiding 

principle. 

 

Short Term Emergency Loans 

  

Although not administered through the Student Assistance Fund, short-term emergency loans are available for all students for 

emergency situations per guidelines and policies set by the Universityôs Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships.  Student-athletes 

can contact the Associate Athletics Director/Senior Woman Administrator for further information. 

 

 

 

 

 



STUDENT-ATHLETES: EMPLOYMENT  
 

Student-athletes are permitted to earn legitimate on- and off-campus employment income during the regular academic year as well as 

during the universityôs official vacation periods and the summer.  NCAA Bylaw 15.2.7 notes student-athlete earnings from on or off 

campus employment is not counted in the student-athleteôs financial aid limitations provided that:  

 

 The student-athlete may not receive any remuneration for the value or utility that the student-athlete may have for the 

employer because of the publicity, reputation, fame or personal following he or she has obtained because of athletics 

ability; 

 

 The student-athlete is to be compensated only for work actually performed; and  

 

 The student-athlete is to be compensated at a rate commensurate with the going rate in that locality for similar services.  

 

 

Any student-athlete who wishes to work during the academic year must receive prior approval from the Compliance Office.  For all 

student-athletes, the overall financial benefits of employment during the academic year must be weighed against the difficulties 

encountered in trying to fulfill academic, athletic and work responsibilities. 

 

Employment Guidelines 
 

The following rules apply to all types of student-athlete employment: 

1. The student-athlete must perform useful work. 

2. The student-athlete must be paid by check. 

3. The rate of pay must be commensurate with that received by similarly situated employees (e.g., seasonal, part-time) performing 

the same or similar work.  

4. Hours paid must be equal to actual hours worked. 

 

5. Payment in advance of hours worked is not permitted. 

 

6. Transportation to the job site may only be provided if such transportation is made available to all employees. 

7. Student-athletes are responsible for complying with employment rules and are to report any irregularities in employment 

compensation or benefits to their Head Coach or the Compliance Office. 

 

Outside Employment 
 

All contacts with prospective employers and final job placement must comply with the guidelines established by the University and 

the NCAA.  Annually, the Assistant Athletic Director for Compliance meets with major booster groups to discuss NCAA rules related 

to student-athletes.  In addition, all employers and prospective employers are sent a copy of the Guidebook to NCAA Regulations, 

which outlines the NCAA rules as they relate to student-athlete employment and the rules relating to contact with prospective and 

enrolled student-athletes. 

 

Internal Employment 

 

Student-athletes desiring internships, both paid and unpaid, or graduate assistant positions must contact the Director of Human 

Resources to determine the availability and assignment of positions within the Athletics Department.  Department Heads and 

Supervisors must communicate their needs to the Director of Human Resources.  Priority for internship and graduate assistant 

positions within Kansas Athletics shall be as follows:  current student-athletes (including 5
th
 year student-athletes) at KU; former KU 

student-athletes; former student-athletes from other institutions; non-student-athletes. 

 

STUDENT ATHLETE: TRANSFER RE LEASE 
 

If a University of Kansas student-athlete is interested in transferring to another four year school, he/she must first obtain permission 

from Compliance for the institution to contact the student-athlete.  Any student-athlete who has been denied a release to speak to other 

four-year institutions about the possibility of a transfer or about an exception to the transfer residence requirement is permitted a 

hearing opportunity per NCAA Bylaw 13.1.1.2.1 or 14.5.5.3.10. The hearing shall be conducted by an institutional entity or 

committee outside of the Athletic Department.  

 

 



Student-Athlete Appeals Board 

The Student-Athlete Appeals Board (SAAB) shall rule on cases involving student-athletes that have not been resolved utilizing other 

existing decision making channels. It shall only consider those cases that have been previously reviewed by the Director of Athletics 

as being appropriate to forward to the Board. 

 

Transfer Release. The Board shall act on student-athletes' appeals related to their requests to be released from university 

athletic obligations when transferring to another institution.  

 

Appeal process: 

 

A. If a student-athlete appeals a non-renewal/cancellation of aid or the denial of a transfer request, the University of Kansas 

Student-Athlete Appeals Board (ñSAABò) is charged with determining whether the nonrenewal/cancellation of aid, or 

denial of a transfer request, was fair under the attending circumstances and whether procedural rules were followed.  The 

SAAB does not determine whether or not a student-athlete will be reinstated as a member of a team. 

 

B. If a student-athlete believes that his/her financial aid has been reduced or not renewed, or a transfer request was denied, for 

unfair reasons, the student-athlete may request a hearing before the SAAB within 10 business days of the date of the letter 

providing notification of the non-renewal/cancellation of aid or of the denial of a transfer request.  

 

C. The SAAB is comprised of three individuals and one alternate, appointed by the Provostôs Office (or the Provostôs designee, 

currently the Vice Provost for Student Success) who all serve three-year terms.  One of the three is a standing appointment 

of a faculty representative.  The Provost, or the Provostôs designee, will also name one of these individuals to serve as the 

Chair of the SAAB on a year to year basis.  

 

D. The Athletics Associate Athletics Director/Senior Womenôs Administrator (ñAD/SWAò), the Athletics Associate Director 

for Compliance (and the Director of the Office of Student Financial Aid (ñOSFAò) for appeals concerning financial aid) will 

attend the appeal hearing, as non-voting members, to provide resource/regulatory guidance.   

 

E. A student-athlete who wishes to appeal the reduction or non-renewal of his/her financial aid must provide notice of his/her 

appeal, in writing, within 10 business days to the Director of the OSFA.  In the written notice of appeal, the student-athlete 

will provide a brief statement as to the reasons why the student-athlete believes the reduction or non-renewal of his/her 

financial aid is unfair.  On receipt of the student-athleteôs notice of appeal, the OSFA Director will forward a copy of the 

notice to the Athletics Associate AD/SWA.  

 

F. A student-athlete who wishes to appeal a denial of a transfer request must provide notice of his/her appeal, in writing, within 

10 business days to the Vice Provost for Student Success.  In the written notice of appeal, the student-athlete will provide a 

brief statement as to the reasons why the student-athlete believes the denial of the transfer request is unfair.  On receipt of 

the student-athleteôs notice of appeal the Vice Provost will forward a copy of the notice to the Athletics Associate 

AD/SWA.  

 

G. The Vice Provost will contact all SAAB members to schedule the SAAB hearing for a time and date that is mutually 

convenient to all parties involved in the appeal.  The Vice Provost will provide a minimum of two available dates/times to 

the SAAB Chair, who will contact the student to determine which date/time is more convenient.  The SAAB Chair  will 

then communicate the final date/time/location to the SAAB representatives as well as the Athletics staff members involved 

and will send the student-athlete a letter detailing the time and date for the hearing and outlining the appeals process at least 

seven days prior to the hearing.  The SAAB Chair will copy all parties involved.   

 

H. Those present for the hearing shall include the following:  student-athlete (and his/her representatives), head coach (and 

his/her representatives), Athletics AD/SWA, the Student-Athlete Appeal Board members, and the Athletics AD for 

Compliance (for NCAA, Big 12, and KU rules clarification) (and OSFA Director, if financial aid appeal).   Other 

participants may include, but are not limited to, the sport supervisor, and/or faculty athletics representative.  

 

I. The hearing will be conducted by the SAAB Chair.  At the beginning of the hearing, the Chair shall introduce all parties 

present.  

 

J. The student-athlete will present his/her appeal and related information and arguments first, followed by the information and 

arguments presented by the coach.   

 

K. Witnesses may be called by the student-athlete and the coach and may be permitted to explain/describe their first-hand 

experience with a given situation and respond to SAAB questions.  Third-party witnesses will only be allowed in the 

hearing for their individual testimony.  

 



L. At the hearing the student-athlete and the athletics department will present their arguments concerning the fairness of the 

decision to reduce or not renew the student-athleteôs financial aid or to deny a transfer request.  The issue of fairness 

includes, but is not limited to, determining whether a notice of reduction or non-renewal of financial aid was timely given 

by July.  

 

M. An audio- taped recording of the hearing will be made.  A copy of the audiotape will be provided to the student-athlete or 

student-athleteôs representative upon written request and payment for the reasonable costs of making a copy of the 

audiotape. 

 

N. A copy of any documentation for the decision to reduce or not renew the student-athleteôs financial aid or to deny a transfer 

request that is provided to the SAAB will also be provided to the student-athlete at the hearing.  If, in the course of the 

hearing, an issue arises for which either party requests a recess in order to provide information or witnesses, the SAAB, 

may, in its discretion, adjourn the hearing to a later date (not more than 7-10 days) at which time the additional information 

or witnesses can be presented. 

 

O. Once each party has presented his/her information and arguments, the committee may ask questions of either party, or ask 

for clarification of any rules or other information referenced in the course of the hearing.  At the conclusion of the 

presentation of the partiesô arguments, everyone will be excused and the SAAB will deliberate.  

 

P. The SAAB Chair will call the student-athlete and inform him/her of the SAABôs decision and advise the student-athlete that 

a written decision letter will be mailed shortly to him/her.   

 

Q. The SAAB Chair will send the SAAB Hearing response letter to the student-athlete.  All SAAB representatives and 

Athletics staff members involved with the SAAB Hearing as well as the Athletics Director will be copied on this letter. 

 

In the event that the student-athlete or coach wishes to appeal the Student-Athlete Appeals Board decision, they must do so by 

providing written notice to the Provost or his/her designee (at the present, the Vice Provost for Student Success) within ten days of the 

date of the SAAB Hearing response letter.  The student-athlete or coach should include in this notice of appeal a brief statement as to 

why he/she believes the SAABôs decision was incorrect and the reduction or non-renewal of his/her student financial aid, or the denial 

of transfer request, was unfair.  The student-athleteôs or coachôs appeal will be forwarded to the Vice Provost for Student Success for 

final determination.  The Vice Provost for Student Success will provide a written decision to the student-athlete.  The Vice Provostôs 

decision is final and no further appeal process is provided by the University. 
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STUDENT-ATHLETE: ACADEMIC POLICY  

 

Academic standards and requirements for student-athletes at the University of Kansas are no less stringent than for the general student 

population.  Both the University and Kansas Athletics are aware that participation in varsity athletics makes exceptional demands 

upon a student-athlete's time and energy.  Therefore, the University, in concert with Kansas Athletics, has established the Student-

Athlete Support Services program to help student-athletes achieve their full academic potential. 

 

Although supported and encouraged by their coaches and Student-Athlete Support Services, student-athletes are ultimately responsible 

for their own academic endeavors while attending the University and for adhering to the "Student-Athlete Code of Conduct" as it 

relates to academic responsibilities.  To ensure that they understand their responsibilities, each student-athlete receives a copy of the 

Student-Athlete Handbook, which provides detailed information on academic requirements, as well as academic support services that 

are available to all student-athletes.   

  

Philosophy and Objectives 
The University believes in the development of a well-rounded individual, sound in mind and body.  To achieve this, the University 

and Kansas Athletics strive to offer a balanced academic and athletics program that encourages students to develop characteristics that 

will  make them better citizens and assist them in their life endeavors.  Furthermore, the University and Kansas Athletics are 

committed to helping each student-athlete graduate and receive a quality education.  In fulfilling this commitment, Kansas Athletics 

strives to do the following: 

 

Á Recruit only student-athletes with the potential to succeed academically, as well as athletically; 

 

Á Graduate all student-athletes who remain at the University for four years; 

 

Á Protect the academic integrity of the University;  

 

Á Comply with all rules, regulations and procedures of the University, Conference and the NCAA; and 

 

Á Maintain the athletics eligibility of every student-athlete. 

 

Student-Athlete Support Services 
 

Student-Athlete Support Services has numerous full-time counselors assigned to specific sports.  They monitor and promote the 

academic progress and eligibility status of each student-athlete within those sports.  The primary goal of the academic support 

program is to provide student-athletes with the educational resources that will enhance their chances of academic success.  To 

accomplish this goal, the Student-Athlete Support Services program provides the following services: 

 

Á Coordination of new student-athlete orientation, to review University rules and procedures; 

 

Á Comprehensive academic advising and counseling to student-athletes regarding class schedules and University procedures 



(e.g. drop/add, pass/fail, etc.), including time management and study strategies;  

 

Á Diagnostic assessment and academic profile evaluation, with appropriate interventions for student-athletes who may 

potentially have academic problems;  

 

Á Referrals to appropriate University resources when problems arise outside the scope of Student-Athlete Support Services 

expertise; 

 

Á Supervision and monitoring of academic progress, with timely reporting to coaches and athletics administrators; 

 

Á Providing a proactive tutorial program targeting "at-risk" student-athletes, as well as providing support and study skills 

assistance to all student-athletes; 

 

Á Referral to appropriate professional resources for assessment of learning disabilities; 

 

Á Life Skills course for freshman student-athletes; 

 

Á Contact with professors or University officials, as appropriate, to enhance the academic development of student-athletes; and 

 

Á Travel with teams to serve as test proctors and/or monitors for academic enhancement programs (as needed). 

 

In addition to its primary goal of academic support for student-athletes, the program also strives to maintain effective communication 

between the University and Kansas Athletics, by providing these communication services: 

 

Á Timely reporting of all pertinent athletic and academic information to the student-athlete; 

Á Collection of information regarding the in-class performance of student-athletes; and 

Á Dissemination of relevant information concerning the progress of student-athletes to all appropriate University offices and to 

the coaches. 

 

Coachesô Responsibility 
Student-athletes are educated to the policies and procedures of the Student Athlete Support Services by their Academic Counselors.  

Although Student Athlete Support Servicesô goal is to create an academic support environment, it is the student-athlete's responsibility 

to work within the parameters of this environment.  Coaches are asked to support the efforts of their assigned Counselors and to 

impose reasonable consequences for those student-athletes who are not fulfilling their academic obligations.  It is important for all 

Head Coaches to meet with their respective counselor for an overview of services offered.  Listed below are helpful guidelines 

regarding the Student Support Services program: 

 Encourage students to utilize Student Athlete Support Services at the very beginning of the semester rather than waiting for a 

crisis. 

 Provide your Student-Athlete Support Services counselor with practice & travel schedules; students should request travel letters 

from counselors for professors who request them. 

 Share all academic bulletins with students. 

 Use your Student Athlete Support Services counselor during the recruiting process to provide prospective students with accurate 

information. 

 Familiarize yourself with the academic programs & university resources for recruiting purposes. 

 Promote a positive academic environment within your team; acknowledge any academic achievements by individual student-

athletes. 

 Use Student-Athlete Support Services counselors as your liaison; do not contact professors in order to monitor your studentsô 

progress or arrange to proctor exams. 

 Do not give academic advice to students or encourage teammates to offer advice: let academic advisors and Student-Athlete 

Support Services counselors do their jobs. 

 Do not disclose confidential information or studentsô grades to parents or other teammates unless a student-athlete has provided 

you with written permission.  

 

Student-Athlete Support Services Counselors request that coaches not only support the program with encouragement as well as 

sanctions, but also be supportive of the program's requirements and allow flexibility with student-athletes who may be on occasion 

late to practices due to academic counseling or related responsibilities. 

 

In an attempt to advise coaches of scheduled workshops and tutorials, regular reports are sent from the Counselors addressing student-

athletes' participation, performance and attitude related to Student-Athlete Support Services activities. 

 

 

 



Student-Athletesô Responsibilities 
As stated previously, the student-athlete is ultimately responsible for his/her academic progress at the University of Kansas.  General 

academic requirements and responsibilities for each student-athlete are contained within this policy with specific requirements 

available to the student-athlete in the "Student-Athlete Code of Conduct" (which each student-athlete is required to sign) and the 

Student-Athlete Handbook. 

 

Pre-Admission Counseling 
Initial contact with prospective student-athletes by Student-Athlete Support Services Academic Counselors is essential to establish a 

positive rapport between incoming student-athletes and their counselors.  Therefore, Academic Counselors are available to meet with 

prospective freshman and transfer students, during their official visits.  During this session, the Counselor provides the prospects with 

information on admissions procedures, pre-registration, degree selection and course availability.  This initial contact also grants the 

Counselors an opportunity to provide the following information: 

 

 A realistic assessment of the prospect's ability to succeed academically; 

 

 General information concerning University programs; 

 

 An overview of available departmental services; 

 

 Insights into the rigors of being a Division I intercollegiate student-athlete; and  

 

 Answers to questions and concerns recruits may have concerning university life in general and the University of Kansas in 

particular.   

 

Head Coaches and their recruiting staff are responsible for scheduling appointments with Student-Athlete Support Services 

Counselors as far in advance of the official visit as possible.  When possible, meetings should be arranged during regular working 

hours; however, weekend sessions are available on a limited basis.  Coaches may also request, through Student-Athlete Support 

Services, the scheduling of meetings with faculty members within the recruit's anticipated academic discipline.  The staff will make 

every effort to schedule faculty members as requested. 

 

Orientation  
Prior to initial enrollment, freshmen and transfer student-athletes are encouraged to attend the general pre-registration and orientation 

sessions for all students.  The primary purpose of these sessions is to familiarize students with the academic demands of the 

University. 

 

In addition, the Student-Athlete Support Services staff offers mini-orientations addressing needs specific to the student-athletes and 

are also available to meet individually with student-athletes as requested. 

 

Academic Planning and Counseling 
The Academic Counselors maintain daily contact with the coaches and student-athletes as needed. Specifically, each counselor is 

assigned to specific sports and is responsible for the full scope of that sport's academic support needs. 

 

To comply with the NCAA's Progress Toward Degree rules, each student-athlete (including transfers) must designate a program of 

studies leading toward a specific baccalaureate degree by the beginning of the third year of enrollment (e.g., the fifth semester.)  The 

Student-Athlete Support Services staff confirms that each "fifth semester" student-athlete has met this requirement, and then works 

with the student-athlete to ensure that satisfactory progress toward the specified degree is being made. 

 

Class Attendance 
A direct correlation exists between classroom attendance and academic success.  Therefore, all coaches and Kansas Athletics 

administrators must reinforce the mandatory class attendance policy established by Kansas Athletics:  "It is the responsibility of the 

student-athletes to attend every class session held when they are not ill, involved with a personal emergency or traveling with their 

team." 

 

Student-athletes are informed of this attendance policy and are expected to attend all sessions of each class in which they are enrolled.  

Furthermore, specific attendance policies may be established by each course instructor and/or Head Coach, and are to be adhered to by 

the student-athlete.  University of Kansas faculty members have the discretion to require strict adherence to their attendance policy at 

all times and may give failing grades for excessive absences. 

 

It is the student-athlete's responsibility to present a copy of his/her sports' schedule to his/her instructors at the beginning of each 

semester.  Furthermore, arrangements for taking any examinations or completing work assignments affected by team travel or 

competition are the responsibility of each student-athlete. 



The majority of instructors are sensitive to the problems involved in scheduling athletic competitions and are generally willing to 

assist student-athletes when they request special consideration in advance.  Should a problem with missed classes due to athletic 

participation arise, the student-athlete's Academic Counselor may be contacted to assist in resolving the situation. 

 

Student-athletes with excessive absences are counseled regarding the consequences of continued absenteeism and are warned that they 

will be subject to ineligibility for practice or competition if this pattern continues. 

 

Exams 
University of Kansas professors are under no obligation to offer a make-up exam or to reschedule an exam.  However, most professors 

are willing to assist student-athletes with making-up or rescheduling the exam, provided they are given sufficient notice.  Therefore, 

when a student-athlete learns that an exam is scheduled during the time he/she will be participating in the intercollegiate athletics 

program, the student-athlete is responsible for notifying the instructor and making arrangements to make up the exam. 

 

o Exam Proctoring 

 

 With the professor's approval, Student-Athlete Support Services staff members are available to serve as exam proctors while a 

team is traveling.  Requests for the scheduling and coordination of "on the road" exams must be submitted as early in the 

semester as possible. 

 

Final Examinations 

Pursuant to Article 1, Section 3.7 of the University Senate Rules and Regulations, the following University policy governs the 

scheduling of intercollegiate athletic events during final examination periods: 

 

ñNo university organization shall schedule events or meetings that require student participation é during the final examination period, 

including Stop Day. Exceptions are allowed for local events or meetings that are scheduled on Saturday and 6:00 p.m. on Sunday. A 

committee that must meet during the final examination period to resolve an academic issue may meet only at a time mutually 

convenient to all members. No other exceptions are allowed unless by explicit direction of the Chancellor.ò 

 

Religious Observances & Examinations 

Pursuant to Article 1, Section 4.3 of the University Senate Rules and Regulations, the following University policy governs the conflict 

of religious observances and scheduling of examinations:  

 

"Examinations and tests other than final examinations should not be scheduled in conflict with mandated religious observances.  In 

order to ascertain in a given class if a scheduled examination conflicts with a mandated religious observance, at the beginning of the 

semester the instructor shall ask students who may be affected to identify themselves privately so that a make-up examination may be 

scheduled at a mutually acceptable time.ò  (University Senate Rules & Regulations 1.4.3) 

 

Missed Class Policy 

Kansas Athletics intends that schedules of all intercollegiate athletics teams be consistent with the educational needs of the student-

athletes. 

 

No team schedule for any season shall be approved by the Athletics Director if it: 

 

a) Violates any of the University Senate Rules and Regulation regarding final examination periods and "stop day" 

and/or  

 

b) Provides that team members will miss more than the equivalent of ten (10) full days of classes in any semester 

as a result of such schedule. The Athletics Director, upon recommendation of the Sport Supervisor, has 

discretion to make exceptions to this policy.   

 

Classes missed due to NCAA post-season championship events will not be subject to the "ten day" rule. 

 

One-half day will be considered missed when a competition or travel is scheduled to commence after noon, unless no squad member 

misses any classes; when a competition or travel is scheduled to commence prior to noon, a full day will be considered missed. 

Similarly, when the return travel from a competition is scheduled to terminate prior to noon, one-half day will be considered missed; 

when the scheduled termination is after noon, one full day will be considered missed. 

 

Reporting and Handling of Academic Issues 
The Student-Athlete Support Services staff compiles and maintains a file on each student-athlete.  The file contains all materials 

documenting the academic profile of the student-athlete (e.g. academic transcripts, SAT and/or ACT scores, grade point averages, plan 

and/or program of study, etc.), as well as various forms verifying the eligibility status of the student-athlete. 

 



Although all student-athletes are eligible for Student-Athlete Support Services, student-athletes who are targeted as "at risk" receive 

the highest priority for supplemental support from Academic Counselors.  Once a student-athlete is determined to be "at risk," the 

Academic Counselor is responsible for determining which academic support measures should be instituted.  Academic problems may 

be addressed through tutoring (see Tutorial Program) or by additional support measures. 

 

Academic Reports 
Counselors report to the coaches as often as necessary addressing specific academic concerns. Additionally, the Counselors contact 

faculty members and assigned tutors to receive routine reports on student-athletes identified "at risk." 

 

Regular reporting has been implemented to achieve "identification" of student-athletes' academic problems and to provide an 

opportunity to institute corrective measures in a timely and effective manner.  It is each coach's responsibility to follow through with 

the counselor's recommendations regarding a student-athlete.  However, when academic problems occur, coaches are not to 

intercede with the faculty or University administration on the student-athlete's behalf. 

 

Dropping or Adding a Class 
In order to remain academically eligible to participate in intercollegiate athletics, a student-athlete's course load must not drop below 

12 hours.  A student-athlete who needs to drop or add a class must have the written approval of his/her University Academic Advisor 

and should also inform is/her Student-Athlete Support Services Counselor. 

 

If dropping a class results in a student-athlete being registered for less than 12 hours, Student-Athlete Support Services immediately 

informs the Compliance Office and the individual's Head Coach of the potential eligibility problem prior  to granting approval.  

 

Incomplete Grades 
Student-athletes are required to complete all course assignments by the last day of classes for the semester.  However, under 

extenuating circumstances, student-athletes may receive an "Incomplete" grade.  Procedures for removing an incomplete grade vary 

from professor to professor.  It is the responsibility of the student-athlete to understand the procedure in each case, and to follow it.  

 

The Student-Athlete Support Services Counselors monitor all student-athlete records and contact any student-athlete receiving an 

"Incomplete" grade.  The Head Coach is also notified if the incomplete grade may affect the student-athlete's academic eligibility. 

 

Referrals 
Student-Athlete Support Services works in close communication with members of other University student assistance programs.  

When indicated, staff members may refer the student-athlete to such offices as the Alcohol Education Programs, Career Services 

Programs, Mental Health Services, Speech and Hearing Clinic, Women's Center, Writing Resource Center, etc. 

 

Study Hall 
Coaches interested in having their student-athletes participate in a mandatory Study Hall should contact their respective counselor. 

 

Tutorial Program  
Student-Athlete Support Services offers a comprehensive tutorial program to provide student-athletes with the necessary support 

mechanisms to promote their chances for academic success.  Tutorial services are available on an individual or workshop basis to 

student-athletes upon the recommendations of the Student-Athlete Support Services counselors, as well as upon the request of the 

coach or the student-athlete. 

 

The Tutorial Program has the following policies that each student-athlete must follow: 

 

1. Each student-athlete must meet with his/her Student-Athlete Support Services Counselor before initial tutorial assignments. 

 

2. Tutors will not complete student-athletesô assignments for the student-athletes; therefore, student-athletes must come to the tutorial 

sessions having already completed or at least attempted the reading/homework. 

 

3. Regular class attendance is required for all students who request tutorial assistance. Tutorial services may be withheld from any 

student who does not regularly attend class. 

 

4. Student-athletes should come to each tutorial session with prepared questions and be ready to discuss lectures, texts and other 

assignments. 

 

5. If a student-athlete misses two individual or group tutorial sessions, sessions for that particular subject may be terminated. 

 

6. A missed appointment is defined as: 

 

 A) BEING 10 MINUTES LATE TO AN APPOINTMENT. 



 B) NOT SHOWING UP AT ALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT. 

 

7. Student athletesô coaches will be notified by their Counselor when two or more tutorial sessions have been missed. 

 

8. If a student-athlete has to cancel a tutorial appointment, it is his/her responsibility to contact the tutor at least a day before the 

appointment. If the student-athlete is unable to contact the tutor, the student-athlete must contact the Tutorial Coordinator or 

Counselor immediately. 

 

9. If the tutor misses an appointment, the student-athlete should contact the Tutorial Coordinator or Counselor immediately.  

 

10. After each tutorial session, the student-athlete is required to sign the tutorôs time card. 

 

11. The Counselors will provide student-athletes with the final exam review schedules. If the times of these sessions are not 

convenient or if the student-athlete needs additional help, the student-athlete should contact his/her Counselor. 

   

Tutors are students who have distinguished themselves in their major and may be recommended to Student-Athlete Support Services 

by department chairs, faculty members or college deans.  All new tutors are given a probationary period in which their academic 

knowledge and teaching skills are assessed.  If the tutor does not meet the standards or requirements of the tutorial program, he/she is 

released.   

 

Transcript Requests 
Transcript information is protected by FERPA and must be kept confidential.  Therefore, unofficial transcripts may only be released to 

Head Coaches and administrators who require the transcript data to complete their administrative duties. 
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STUDENT-ATHLETE: SUMMER SCHOOL     
 

Kansas Athletics strives to provide funds, as available, for student-athletes to attend summer school.  If awarded, a grant-in-aid will be 

based on the recommendation of the student-athleteôs academic counselor, sports supervisor and coach, as approved by the Athletics 

Director.  Summer school financial aid shall be in compliance with NCAA rules. 

 

Procedure 

1. Packets of summer school information are provided to all student-athletes by the Office of Student Support Services in March.  

Information includes summer session dates, registration deadlines and the summer school aid request form.  Copies of the 

information are also provided to the head coaches and academic counselors. 

2. Student-athletes are responsible for completing the summer school aid request form and returning it by March 31 to the Assoc. 

Athletic Director/Student-Athlete Support Services. 

3. The academic counselor, sports supervisor and coach will review the summer school aid request and make a recommendation 

regarding summer school aid. 

4. Student-athletes failing to meet the established deadline or not recommended for summer school aid will be notified and can 

appeal to a committee made up of the Senior Woman Administrator, the Assoc. Athletics Director/Student-Athlete Support 

Services, and the appropriate sports supervisor. 

 

Approval Criteria  

Recommendations for awarding summer school aid will be based on an evaluation of the following criteria, including, but not limited 

to: 

o Individual sportsô budgetary constraints; 

o Class standing (e.g. freshman, sophomore); 

o Availability of necessary classes (e.g. only offered during summer); 

o Continuing eligibility requirements (e.g. the need for 18/24 hours of classes per academic year); 

o Grades achieved in previous course work; 

o Course(s) enrolled in previously and dropped (e.g. reasons for dropping); 

o Course completion necessary for graduation following summer session; 

o Course required for post graduate study;  

o Increased likelihood of graduating in less than five (5) years with attendance during summer sessions; or 

o Previous history of following summer school policy. 

 

Registration 

In early April, student-athletes wishing to attend summer school will enroll, using priority enrollment for summer term.  Student-

athletes will be responsible for enrolling themselves.  If aid is not approved, students must de-enroll by May 10
th
 in order not to be 

charged a $100.00 late payment fee by the Bursarôs Office.   

 

Financial Aid Information  

Students-athletes on head count scholarship must enroll in and complete a minimum of three (3) credit hours for the summer term.   

 

Student-athletes on equivalency scholarship must enroll in and complete a minimum of three (3) credit hours for the summer term.  

These student-athletes may be awarded financial aid for the summer only in proportion to that amount received in the current 

academic year.  The amount of aid awarded will be based upon the number of credit hours in which the student-athlete is enrolled as 

of the first day of classes for the summer term. 

 

Student-athletes who receive financial aid for the summer term and who, subsequent to the first day of classes for the summer term, 

drop below their approved credit hours will be charged for the amount of tuition which Kansas Athletics is not able to recoup.  This 

charge will go directly to the student-athleteôs account.  Additionally, any room & board payments to which that student-athlete would 

not be entitled will also be charged thru the Bursarôs Office to the student-athleteôs account.    

 

Student-athletes are only eligible to receive a maximum of five (5) summer terms of financial aid. 

 

Student-athletes seeking any exceptions to this summer aid policy may appeal to a committee made up of the Senior Woman 

Administrator, the Assoc. Athletics Director/Student Athlete Support Services, and the appropriate sports supervisor.   

 

Summer Bridge Program 
The NCAA permits the awarding of athletically related financial aid to a prospective student-athlete (including a prospective student-

athlete not yet certified as a Qualifier by the NCAA Eligibility Center) to attend an institution in the summer prior to the prospective 

student-athleteôs initial full-time enrollment when the following conditions are met:  the recipient shall be admitted to the university in 

accordance with regular, published entrance requirements; the recipient is enrolled in a minimum of 6 hours of academic course work; 

the recipient is subject to NCAA transfer provisions (if applicable); the recipient shall not engage in any countable athletically related 



activities except for those permitted by NCAA Bylaw 17; summer coursework is not used for the purpose of completing initial 

eligibility or continuing eligibility requirements.  [NCAA Bylaw 15.2.8.1.4] 

 

Summer school ñBridgeò program requests will be reviewed by the academic counselor, sports supervisor and head coach and they 

will make a recommendation regarding summer Bridge assistance. Only those incoming students who have registered with the NCAA 

Eligibility Center will be eligible to receive Summer Bridge funding. These students may be awarded financial aid for the summer 

only in proportion to that amount to be received in the upcoming academic year. 

 

All prospective student-athletes must be approved by the Sport Supervisor and the Compliance Office prior to arriving on campus. 

 

If an incoming summer Bridge student has not yet been certified by the NCAA Eligibility Center by July 31
st
, the student must remove 

all personal belonging from campus housing or off-campus housing that is provided by Kansas Athletics and return to the prospectôs 

home by this date.  The student must remain there until Final Certification is complete. Any exceptions to this policy must be made by 

the Athletics Director in consultation with the Faculty Athletics Representative. 

 

 

STUDENT-ATHLETE: TEXTBOOKS  

Prior to the beginning of each semester, the Director of Athletic Financial Aid submits a list of names and student identification 

numbers to the University Bookstore designating the student-athletes who are approved to receive required textbooks as part of their 

athletically related financial aid.  Lists are submitted in August for first semester, January for second semester, and May for summer 

school.  

 

Student-athletes appearing on the Textbook List are approved to receive only books which are designated as required texts.  Student-

athletes may be required to present an authorization note from their instructor or copy of their class syllabus to establish that a specific 

book is part of the required course materials.  Optional course materials may not be purchased with Kansas Athletics scholarship 

funds. 

 

At the end of each semester, the Director of Athletic Financial Aid establishes time frames whereby student-athletes shall return to 

Kansas Athletics those textbooks which were purchased as part of their athletically related financial aid.  If student-athletes desire to 

keep a textbook(s) for their personal library, they must complete the required form and follow the procedures established by the 

Director of Financial Aid.   

 

The Bursarôs Office will charge student-athlete accounts a $25.00 ñno return bookò fee for each lost and/or unreturned textbook.  

Student-athletes with unreturned textbooks will be notified by the Director of Athletic Financial Aid of the charges that will be placed 

on their account.  Failure to pay these charges will result in a ñholdò being placed on the student-athleteôs account.   

 

Student-athletes seeking exceptions to this policy may appeal their circumstances to the Senior Woman Administrator. 

 

STUDENT-ATHLETE: HOUSING  

The University of Kansas strives to provide quality housing for students and to ensure that all rooms reserved for the use of student-

athletes are within the guidelines of Kansas Athletics, the Conference and the NCAA.  Student-athletes may not receive any special 

services or material amenities that are not provided to all students on an equitable basis.  Moreover, student-athletes who live on 

campus are subject to the same residence hall rules and regulations as the rest of the student body.  The University does not provide 

dormitories for the exclusive use of student-athletes; however, limited spaces may be reserved within specific residence halls for the 

use of Kansas Athletics. 

 

The Department of Student Housing oversees all University housing and is committed to providing all students with a community 

living environment.  In so doing, the Department seeks to help students enhance their social and personal values, as well as accept 

individual responsibility within the community.  The Director of the Department of Student Housing has overall responsibility for the 

program and its three major components:  Residence Life and assignments, facility operations, and administration.  The Associate 

Athletic Director/Senior Woman Administrator is the liaison with the Department of Student Housing.  All issues concerning the 

housing of student-athletes should be referred to the Associate Athletic Director/Senior Woman Administrator or designee. 

 

The Head Coach or designee of each sport is responsible for approving the living arrangements for his/her student-athletes and for 

providing the Associate Athletic Director/Senior Woman Administrator with accurate and timely information regarding those 

arrangements. 

 

 

 

 



On Campus Housing Assignments 
 

Incoming Freshmen and Transfers 

Room assignments for incoming freshmen and transfers are requested by the Head Coach and coordinated by the Associate Athletic 

Director/Senior Woman Administrator with the Department of Student Housing. 

 

By March 1
st
 of each year, coaches are responsible for submitting an initial list of all incoming freshmen and transfers for whom they 

are requesting housing.   

 

Incoming Freshmen and Transfers will be advised by their coach to complete the on-line housing contract available on the KU Student 

Housing website (www.housing.ku.edu). Housing assignments will be made under the direction of the Associate AD/Senior Woman 

Administrator or designee following timetables established with the Department of Student Housing.  Student-athletes receiving a 

grant-in-aid that covers their housing costs are granted an initial payment deferment, but all non-scholarship student-athletes are 

responsible for paying the required initial payment. 

 

Continuing Students 

Continuing students are permitted to retain their rooms from semester to semester.  During the fall enrollment process, continuing 

students who are planning to live on campus during the summer and/or the following academic year will complete the on-line housing 

contract available on the KU Student Housing website (www.housing.ku.edu).  Any changes in housing assignments for continuing 

students will be made under the direction of the Associate AD/Senior Woman Administrator or designee.  Student-athletes receiving a 

full athletics grant-in-aid are granted an initial payment deferment because it is part of their regular fee bill, but all non-scholarship 

student-athletes are responsible for paying the required initial payment. 

 

Once the contracts are completed, they can only be cancelled through the Department of Student Housing. Since cancellations or 

changes of contracts may involve financial penalties, student-athletes should be encouraged to find out all the facts before requesting 

changes. 

 

Room Change Process 
 

Once a semester has begun, head coaches must submit any room change request to the Associate Athletics Director/Senior Woman 

Administrator.  The Associate Athletics Director/Senior Woman Administrator will give the request to Housing for final approval 

based on room availability and subject to the Department of Student Housing procedures and policies. 

 

Off -Campus Housing 
 

Head Coaches retain the right to approve or deny the request of their student-athletes to live off campus.  Student-athletes, if they have 

the approval of their Head Coach to live off campus, are responsible for selecting suitable housing.  Student-athletes living off-campus 

are responsible for all housing costs.  

 

In May, coaches are requested to provide a list of all student-athletes planning to live off-campus to the Associate Athletic 

Director/Senior Woman Administrator.   

 

Student-athletes who receive permission to live off-campus must submit a signed copy of their lease to the Associate Athletic 

Director/Senior Woman Administrator.  This list will be forwarded to the Compliance Office. 

 

Preseason Housing 
 

Coaches must obtain the approval of the Director of Athletics to schedule practice or competitive events when school is not in session.  

Approval is only granted if such a schedule is within the guidelines of the NCAA and there are sufficient funds in the sport's budget to 

cover related expenses. 

 

In June, coaches are contacted via a memo from the Associate Athletic Director/Senior Woman Administrator requesting their 

preseason housing needs.  These numbers are then forwarded to the Department of Student Housing to reserve space.  In July, the 

Associate Athletic Director/Senior Woman Administrator works with the Department of Student Housing to make the housing 

assignments. 

 

Semester Break Housing 
 

All housing needs for semester break periods must be part of the regular budget and receive prior approval. All break housing requests 

are handled by the Associate Athletic Director/Senior Woman Administrator.   

 

 

http://www.housing.ku.edu/
http://www.housing.ku.edu/


Summer School Housing 
 

The NCAA permits the awarding of athletically related financial aid to a prospective student-athlete (including a prospective student-

athlete not yet certified as a Qualifier by the NCAA Eligibility Center) to attend an institution in the summer prior to the prospective 

student-athleteôs initial full-time enrollment when the following conditions are met:  the recipient shall be admitted to the university in 

accordance with regular, published entrance requirements; the recipient is enrolled in a minimum of 6 hours of academic course work; 

the recipient is subject to NCAA transfer provisions (if applicable); the recipient shall not engage in any countable athletically related 

activities except for those permitted by NCAA Bylaw 17; summer coursework is not used for the purpose of completing initial 

eligibility or continuing eligibility requirements.  NCAA Bylaw 15.2.8.1.4 

 

Kansas Athletics will only offer the ñBridgeò summer school opportunities, including summer school housing to those incoming 

student-athletes who have registered with the NCAA Eligibility Center. Summer school ñBridgeò program requests will be reviewed 

by the academic counselor, sports supervisor and coach who will make a recommendation regarding summer Bridge assistance.  

 

If an incoming summer Bridge student has not yet been certified by the NCAA Eligibility Center by July 31
st
, the student must remove 

all personal belonging from campus housing and return home by this date.  The student must remain there until Final Certification is 

complete. Any exceptions to this policy must be made by the Athletics Director in consultation with the Faculty Athletics 

Representative. 

 

Prospects 

 

Compliance must be notified of any prospects residing in the local community prior to their full-time enrollment at the University. 

 

STUDENT-ATHLETE: FOOD SERVIC E 

Kansas Athletics adheres to all University, Big 12 Conference and NCAA rules and regulations related to providing food service to 

student-athletes.  Each Head Coach determines which student-athletes are to receive "board" as part of their athletic scholarship.  The 

Associate Athletic Director/Senior Woman Administrator serves as the Kansas Athletics liaison to the Department of Student Success 

and KU Dining Services.  Student-athletes designated to receive board allotments as part of their athletically related financial aid may 

receive a University meal plan or a "cash-in-lieu" monthly payment, depending upon their living arrangements. 

 

The University's Department of Student Success administers the food service program for all residence halls through the Department 

of Food Services. 

 

KU Dining Services 
The University provides dining services seven days per week for all undergraduate students while residence halls are open.  For all 

rules and regulations concerning University Housing and Dining Plans (including meal plan options, prices, and hours of operation) 

please see www.housing.ku.edu.   

 

 

Off -Campus 
In compliance with NCAA regulations, student-athletes living off campus who are eligible for board, receive a stipend equal to the 

established on-campus board award.  A final listing of student-athletes approved to receive off-campus room and board stipends is 

completed in August by each coach.  Additions and/or deletions for the second semester must be submitted in December.  Monthly 

board checks are distributed through the Athletics Business Office.  Student-athletes must present a photo I.D. to receive their checks. 

 

Married student-athletes receive the same board amount as any other student-athlete living off campus.  Further information regarding 

stipend disbursements can be found in Policy 502D, Student-Athletes: Financial Aid.   

 

Vacation and Break Meal Service 
Coaches requiring meal service for their teams during vacation or break periods when the dining halls are closed (e.g. Thanksgiving, 

spring recess, etc.) are to request per-diem allowances through the Athletic Business Office a minimum of two (2) weeks in advance 

of the vacation or break period.  All per-diem allowances must not exceed the per diem provided to institutional staff members.   

 

Guest Meals 
Student-athletes are personally responsible for paying for all meals eaten by guests in the University Dining Halls. 

 

Training Table  
Student athletes who receive full ñboardò as part of their athletic scholarship are entitled to eat at the Training Table.  Training Table 

is generally held during the fall and spring semesters on Monday through Thursday evenings.  Meals are obtained at the Burge Student 

Union. All student-athletes must present their student ID upon entry. 

 

http://www.housing.ku.edu/


Access to Training Table meals is limited to student-athletes receiving full board, the Kansas Athletics Sport Nutritionist, and the 

Asst. Athletics Director for Student-Athlete Development/Community Relations.  Student-athletes not receiving board as part of their 

athletic scholarship or student-athletes who are walk-ons may purchase the training table meal at the same rate that Kansas Athletics 

deducts from student-athletes who receive an athletic scholarship covering board.  All other guests will be charged the rate established 

annually for guest meals. 

 

Occasional Meals 
Student-athletes are eligible to receive an occasional meal in the locale of the institution from an institutional staff member on 

infrequent and special occasions.  Kansas Athletics defines ñoccasionalò as no more than one time per month.  Additional 

consideration to exceed one time per month can be approved for an occasional meal that is provided in conjunction with a special 

event.  All occasional meals are required to be pre-approved by the Compliance Office.   

 

 

STUDENT-ATHLETES: TRAVEL  
Purpose 

 

The purpose of the Student-Athlete Travel policy is to provide a framework for the safe and efficient travel of the intercollegiate 

athletic teams at the University of Kansas. 

 

Responsibility for Administration  

 

The Director of Athletics shall be responsible for the overall administration of this policy.  The Director has designated the Sport 

Supervisors to be responsible for the compliance, oversight, and any required record keeping.  Sport Supervisors shall provide a copy 

of this policy to every head coach.  Any head coach or athletic staff member knowingly violating this policy shall be subject to 

disciplinary actions, up to and including termination. 

 

Travel Expectations 

 

Conduct 

As a representative of the university, Kansas Athletics, and a team, student-athletes are expected to conduct themselves in a 

professional manner.  Misconduct could lead to disciplinary actions, including suspension or even removal from the team and loss of 

athletic grants in aid.  Use of any drugs, including alcohol, while traveling is strictly prohibited.  To ensure that each student-athlete 

knows what constitutes acceptable behavior, Head Coaches are responsible for setting standards of team conduct through their team 

rules.  Specific conduct standards may include dress code, individual conduct, curfews and free time activities.   

 

Attire 

Since attire reflects directly upon the student-athlete and his/her team, student athletes should take a special interest in their personal 

appearance, especially when traveling with their team.   Head Coaches will set dress code standards when traveling and may also 

specify what constitutes appropriate dress while the student-athletes are representing the University at other times. 

 

Confidentiality 

To protect team security and ensure the confidentiality of travel routes, practice plans, meal arrangements, hotel room assignments, 

etc., student-athletes should not share travel details on their own social networks. 

 

Academic Expectations 
 

Missed Classes for Team Travel 

 

It is the responsibility of each student-athlete to inform his/her professors at the beginning of each semester of the class dates to be 

missed due to team travel. Arrangements for taking any examinations or completing work assignments affected by team travel or 

competition are the responsibility of each student-athlete.  Should a problem with missed classes due to team travel arise, the student-

athleteôs Academic Counselor should be contacted to assist in resolving the situation. 

 

Exams 

 

University of Kansas professors are under no obligation to offer a make-up exam or to reschedule an exam.  However, most professors 

are willing to assist student-athletes with making-up or rescheduling the exam, provided they are given sufficient notice.  Therefore, 

when a student-athlete learns that an exam is scheduled during the time he/she will be participating in the intercollegiate athletics 

program, the student-athlete is responsible for notifying the instructor and making arrangements to make up the exam. 

 

 

 



o Exam Proctoring 

 

 With the professor's approval, Student-Athlete Support Services staff members are available to serve as exam proctors while a 

team is traveling.  Or, with the professorôs approval, Student-Athlete Support Services staff members may coordinate with 

appropriate faculty or staff members at the host site to serve as exam proctors.  Requests for the scheduling and coordination of 

"on the road" exams must be submitted as early in the semester as possible. 

 

Transportation/Lodging/Meals 

 

Student-athletes are not permitted to drive Kansas Athletics vehicles. 

 

1. All student-athletes must travel to and from an away event with their teammates.  Any exception is at the discretion of the 

Head Coach with the approval of the Director of Athletics, or the Sport Supervisor. A student-athlete 18 years of age or 

younger may not travel apart from the team without written parental approval.  A Travel Release must be completed by the 

student-athlete prior to the team travel should he/she be given permission to travel separately from the team.  This form 

releases Kansas Athletics from any liability or risk involved in the alternate travel plans.  The student-athlete will only be 

permitted to travel separately with a parent or legal guardian and will not be permitted to travel in his/her personal vehicle. 

 

2. All Lodging accommodations are arranged by the Travel Coordinator in consultation with the Head Coach and approval of 

the Sport Supervisor.  All teams are required to assign two (2) players to a room.  Under no circumstance may more 

than one student-athlete be assigned to a bed.  Single room accommodations are used to accommodate an odd number 

of student-athletes.  Student-athletes must stay with their teammates at the assigned lodging unless a prior exception has 

been approved by the Head Coach.  Per NCAA policy, student-athletes are not permitted to use any in-room telephones 

and must pay at check out for any in- room charges.  Missing or damaged items from hotel rooms will be charged to the 

room occupants. 

 

3. Student-athletes may be fed as a team or given a per diem meal allowance.  Higher per diem rates may be granted based on 

the away site's locale.  Coaches are encouraged to arrange team meals so that the student-athletes receive a balanced diet 

and are not tempted to skip meals.  Each student-athlete receiving a per diem must acknowledge receipt of the money by 

signing the Travel List/Meal Money Disbursement sheet.  A Travel List/Meal Disbursement Sheet must account for each 

day of travel, and must specify each meal's cash allotment in the bottom section.  It must also be signed and dated.  As 

allowed by NCAA rules, a fourth meal may be permitted on game day.  

 

 

 
 

 

 



STUDENT-ATHLETE: MEDICAL POLICY  
 

The goal of the Kansas Athletics Sports Medicine Program is to support Kansas Athleticsô mission of unparalleled excellence in all 

programs and activities.  The Sports Medicine Program will deliver the highest quality health care to its student-athletes by providing 

injury/illness prevention, evaluation, diagnosis, treatment, and rehabilitation services while maximizing athletic performance.  

Through this health care and preventative education, the Kansas Athleticsô Sports Medicine Program will become a leader for sports 

medical services in Kansas, the Big 12 Conference, and the NCAA.  

 

Guiding Principles 

 

 Provide comprehensive and state-of-the-art health care and wellness services 

 Provide professional leadership and counseling to student-athletes 

 Promote character development, leadership and sportsmanship 

 Create a trusting environment through good communication, dependability and professionalism 

 Develop interactive partnerships with the campus and community allied health professionals to allow optimum access and 

service for student-athletes 

 Consistently provide high-level professionalism and patient satisfaction 

 Maintain fiscal and operational integrity through sound management practices 

 Function at high levels of accountability and productivity in all initiatives, programs and operations  

 Cooperate and work together as a team to attain recognized excellence 

 Conduct interpersonal and group relationships with honesty and integrity 

 Value each individualôs contributions, knowledge and expertise 

 Strive for excellence in all facets of the department 

 Commit to continuous improvement 

 Provide an educational opportunity for undergraduate athletic training students 

 Support the mission, goals, and objectives of the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics and the University as a whole 

 

Sports Medicine Philosophy And Objectives   

 

Kansas Athleticsô Sports Medicine Program embodies a commitment to patient care and education of the student-athlete.  Meeting 

these goals and objectives will enable the Sports Medicine Department at the University of Kansas to attain recognized excellence in 

its field and fulfill its commitment to become a leader in sports medicine services in Kansas, the Big 12 Conference, and the NCAA. 

 

Á The health of the student-athlete shall always be our first consideration.  By allowing student-athletes timely access to our 

sports medicine services and by placing a high value on health and wellness, we will reduce the risk of athletic injury while 

assisting injured student-athletes to a medically safe return  to competition in a timely manner. 

 

Á We will continually evaluate our Sports Medicine program to ensure our student-athletes have the highest quality sports 

medicine care. 

 

Á We will address problems and concerns regarding the Sports Medicine Department in a timely manner to ensure the needs of 

our student-athletes and employees are continually met.   

 

Á Finally, to ensure our sports medicine program attains recognized excellence, we will support the program with the human 

and financial resources necessary to accomplish the programôs shared goals.  

 

Kansas Athleticsô Sports Medicine Program delivers comprehensive Allied Health services performed by providers licensed and/or 

certified by the Kansas State Board of Healing Arts to the student-athletes at the University of Kansas.  Below is a list of providers 

that make up the Sports Medicine Department: 

 

 Full time Head Team Physician 

 Full time Team Physicianôs Assistant  

 Primary Care Sports Medicine Physician(s)  

 Orthopedic Surgeon Team Physician(s) 

 Consulting Medical Specialist(s) 

 Full time Athletic Trainers (10)  

 Part time Athletic Trainers (4)  

 Full time Sports Nutritionist  

 Full time Sports Psychologist   

 Physical Therapy services  



 Massage Therapy services  

 Full time Administrative Specialist 

 

We are committed to using scientifically based and safe technologies currently available and affordable in the delivery of these 

services. We will remain committed to the continuous upgrading of the education and clinical skill development of our staff as well as 

our equipment so that our student-athletes will be assured of the most modern and progressive care available in the country. 

 

The Head Team Physician oversees the Sports Medicine Program, which consists of the Director of Sports Medicine, the Physicianôs 

Assistant, the Athletic Training staff, a Sports Nutritionist, and a Sport Psychologist.    

 

Privacy Policy 

 

Written authorizations are required for disclosure of any health related information for student-athletes.  Authorizations must be on 

Kansas Athletics Sports Medicine approved forms with the student-athleteôs signature.  If a student-athlete is a minor (under age 18) 

the student- athleteôs parentôs signature will be required.  A student athlete may revoke an authorization at any time, provided the 

revocation is in writing.  

 

Medical Care 
 

Kansas Athletics offers an extensive sports medicine program.  The programôs goals are to prevent injuries whenever possible and to 

offer a treatment rehabilitation program when necessary.  The Sports Medicine staff has a personal interest in each student-athlete and 

his/her well being. In order to best serve student-athletes, it is vital that all injuries and illnesses are reported, whether athletically 

related or not, to the staff as soon as possible.  This must be done in person at the Athletic Training Room in Nesmith Athlete Center 

or Anderson Family Football Complex (NATR/AFFCTR). 

 

Physical Examinations 

 

Kansas Athletics requires all incoming freshmen and transfer students to undergo a physical evaluation and examination performed by 

a Sports Medicine team physician before participating in the intercollegiate sports program.  In addition, all upperclassmen undergo a 

yearly check-up and review any previous injury or medical diagnosis.  A completed record of the physical shall be on file in the 

Athletic Training Room. 

 

Documentation of Previous Injury 
 

All student-athletes are asked to complete the Sports Medicine Health History form describing previous injuries and past medical 

history.  If a student-athlete has sustained injuries to his/her head, neck, back, shoulder, knee, ankle or internal organs, or if the 

student-athlete has, in the 2 years prior to becoming a team candidate, had fractures, dislocations, severe sprains, surgery or any other 

major health-related problem, he/she is required to note this on the information card.  Kansas Athletics will not take responsibility for 

any pre-existing injury which has not been properly rehabilitated or documented. 

 

Previous injuries not fully rehabilitated may disqualify a student-athlete from participation until approval is received from the Kansas 

Athletics Head Team Physician.  If a student-athlete is under the care of a physician not associated with the University of Kansas, 

written permission must be received by the Sports Medicine staff indicating when the student-athlete may resume activity and if any 

limitations exist.  However, the final determination regarding athletics participation rests with the Head Team Physician. 

 

Treatment of Athletically Related Injuries and Illnesses 

 

Student-athletes must report all injuries or illnesses (including those NOT athletically related) that might interfere with their ability to 

practice or participate in their sport to the Kansas Athletics athletic training staff, Director of Sports Medicine, or team physician. If 

the injury occurred during practice or competition, the student-athlete should see the teamôs Athletic Trainer as soon as possible.  At 

that time, an evaluation is performed to determine the extent of his/her injury and his/her ability to practice or compete that day.  If 

necessary, referral to a team physician may be made at this time.  Kansas Athletics is not responsible for the medical consequences 

and/or financial liability incurred by students who obtain treatment that has not been preauthorized by the Head Team Physician or the 

Director of Sports Medicine.   

 

While the sports medicine program is responsible for the treatment of only athletically related injuries and illnesses, it is important 

that the staff be notified of any injury or illness that might affect sports participation.  If the student-athlete is unable to keep a doctorôs 

or athletic trainerôs appointment, the student-athlete must call and cancel the appointment. 

 

Injuries sustained during summer league play are not covered by Kansas Athletics. 

 



Should a student-athlete become injured or ill while traveling with the team and the student-athlete is not able to return with the team 

due to this injury or illness, the team athletic trainer shall remain with the student-athlete until the student-athlete is able to safely 

return to campus.  At the determination of the Head Team Physician and taking in consideration of the health of the student-athlete, 

alternate transportation for the return of the student-athlete may be arranged. The athletic trainer may be released and return to campus 

if the student-athlete is released to the care of a parent or guardian. 

 

Routine Health Care 

 

Treatment for non-athletically related illnesses and injuries is obtained through the Watkins Health Center.  For services including 

urgent care, radiology, physical therapy, pharmacy, counseling call Watkins Health Care Center at 785-864-9500. 

 

Emergency Treatment 

 

If a life-threatening injury or emergency situation occurs during practice or competition, the coach or athletic trainer will see that the 

student-athlete is transported quickly to the nearest appropriate treatment facility. 

 

For all other emergencies, dial 911. 

 

Rehabilitation Care 

 

Rehabilitation is available to all student-athletes currently enrolled at KU. 

 

Preventative Taping, Wrapping or Bracing 

 

Preventative measures such as taping, wrapping or bracing are prescribed at the discretion of the coach and/or athletic trainer.  

Student-athletes will be informed at the beginning of the season whether they need to follow these preventative measures, which 

methods to use, and what procedures to follow. 

 

Athletic Training Rooms 

 

The Athletic Training Room facility available to student-athletes is located on the ground floor of Wagnon Student Athlete Center or 

basement level at Anderson Family Football Complex.   

 

The Athletic Training Room is generally open Monday through Friday from 8am to 6pm, and then as early as 5:45 a.m. and as late as 

midnight dependent on sport needs. Coverage on weekends, summer, and holidays is based upon sport needs.  Hours for the remaining 

facilities are arranged according to the availability of Athletic Training staff and the needs of the student-athletes.   

 

Kansas Athletics Health Services Directory 

 

Head Team Physician      Phone # 
 Lawrence Magee, MD     785-864-7360 

Team Physicianôs Assistant 

 Polly Sheridan      785-864-7417 

Director of Sports Medicine 

Murphy Grant      785-864-7938 

Team Physicians 

 Sean Cupp, MD      785-843-9125 

Team Orthopedists 

 Jeff Randall, MD      785-843-9125 

 Doug Stull, MD      785-843-9125 

 Neal Lintecum, MD     785-843-9125 

Staff Athletic Trainers  

 Murphy Grantï Football, Spirit Squad   785-864-7957 

 Bill Cowgill ï Menôs Basketball, M&W Golf  785-864-7153 

 David SnyderðFootball     785-864-8246 

 John Zirkelbach ï Soccer, Softball    785-864-7938 

 Ann Turnerï W Basketball, Swimming   785-864-4948 

 Aimee Miyazawa ï Volleyball     785-864-3812 

 Ken Wainwright ï Baseball, Tennis    785-864-7938 

 Matt Kuehl ï Football     785-864-8247 

 TBD ï Rowing 

 TBD -- Track 



Sports Nutritionist  

Aaron Carbuhn      785-864-1846 

Sports Psychologist 

Megan Harrity      785-864-7724 

Administrative Specialist 

 Sandra D. White      785-864-7938 

  

Team Physicians Athletic Training Room Schedule 

 

Training Room schedules for Team Physicians may vary each semester based on physician availability.  Make an appointment to see 

the physicians by speaking with an athletic trainer.  Physicians see athletes on a first-come first served basis unless a class 

examination/conflict exists and prior notification is given. 

 

Training Room Rules 

 

The following is a list of rules that must be adhered to if the Athletic Training Room is to be effective in its role of prevention, 

treatment and rehabilitation of athletic injuries.  Student-athletes are expected to abide by all established Athletic Training Room rules.  

Disciplinary action will be taken when violations occur. 

 

1. No horseplay is allowed. 

2. The Training Room operates on a first-come, first-served basis.  Student-athletes are encouraged to come early if they want to 

avoid the rush.  Remember, student-athletes are never late for practice because they were detained in the Athletic Training 

Room, they simply didnôt get to the Athletic Training Room early enough. 

3. Report all injuries as soon as possible to your team certified athletic trainer.  New injuries or illnesses must be reported 

immediately to allow the Athletic Trainers to report the student-athleteôs prognosis to the coaching staff. 

4. Student-athletes are responsible for getting taping or treatments done in time for all meetings and practices.   

5. All treatments given after practice are only administered after showers.   

6. Injured players are expected to report to each practice session.  There is no excuse for missing a meeting or practice unless it 

is an emergency.  Injuries requiring missed practice time must be excused by the team physician, Director of Sports 

Medicine, staff Athletic Trainer, or an Assistant Athletic Trainer. 

7. Student-athletes shall continue all treatment until they are medically released.  Do not stop treatments just because the injury 

feels better. 

8. Do not handle any of the treatment modalities.  All  treatments are administered by the Athletic Training Room staff.  

9. Student-athletes are to use the Athletic Training Room for treatment only.  No team meetings or study halls are allowed.  The 

Athletic Training Room is not a club.  The only reason to be in the in the Athletic Training Room is if the student-athlete has 

business with an Athletic Trainer. 

10. No interviews are permitted in the Athletic Training Room. 

11. No cell phones are permitted in the Athletic Training Room. 

12. Abusive behavior or language is not tolerated. 

13. The Athletic Training Room is the medical center of Kansas Athletics.  Help keep this area clean and orderly.  No food or 

drinks are allowed in the treatment or rehabilitation area of the Athletic Training Room. 

14. The Training Rooms are co-ed.  Please be certain that student-athletes wear appropriate clothing. 

15. No football or multi-cleated shoes of any kind are to be worn in the Athletic Training Room. 

16. No supplies should be removed from the Athletic Training Room without an Athletic Trainerôs permission. 

17. The Athletic Training Room phones and computers are for business use only.   

18. Student Athletic Trainers should be treated with the same respect due to any regular staff member. 

19. Injuries not sustained during team functions are not the responsibility of Kansas Athletics. 

Training Room Access 

 

Outside of current student-athletes competing, there are others that have access to the Training Room: 

 

 Student Athlete completed eligibility but still in school: 

o Ongoing treatment from injury sustained when eligible: Kansas Athletics will provide first aid and pay costs 

associated with treatment. 

o Student-Athlete completing eligibility in Fall Semester will still have access to Training Room during Spring 

Semester of same academic year for ongoing treatment of injury sustained when eligible or ongoing medical 

treatment of injury sustained when eligible or ongoing medical treatment for illnesses diagnosed during eligibility. 

o New, post-eligibility injury, non-Kansas Athletics: Kansas Athletics will provide first aid only and pay no costs 

associated with injury. 

o Illness:  Kansas Athletics will provide first aid only and pay no costs associated with illness. 

 



 Completed eligibility, out of school ï No access to training room. 

  

 Medically disqualified, still in school: 

o Ongoing treatment for injury sustained when eligible: Kansas Athletics will provide first aid and pay costs 

associated with treatment. 

o New, post-disqualification injury                                     

 Kansas Athletics related: Kansas Athletics will provide first aid and pay costs associated with treatment. 

 Non-Kansas Athletics related: Kansas Athletics will provide first aid only and pay no costs associated with 

injury. 

 Illness:  Kansas Athletics will provide first aid only and pay no costs associated with illness. 

 

 Former KU athlete on campus for camps or off-season training:  Kansas Athletics will provide first aid only and pay no costs 

associated with injury. 

 

 Kansas Athletics athletes turned professional, but still in school:  Kansas Athletics will provide first aid only and pay no costs 

associated with injury. 

 

 Non-Kansas Athletics athlete (NCAA eligible or not) working out at invitation of coach:  No access to Training Room.  

 

 Coaches/Staff: At discretion of trainers/physicians (short-term only)  

 

Medical Expenses 

 

Student-athletes must report any athletically related illness or injury to their teamôs Athletic Trainer or the Director of Sports Medicine 

before Kansas Athletics can assist with any associated medical expenses. 

 

Coverage provided by Kansas Athletics must be in compliance with Big 12 and NCAA regulations.   

 

Unless the Director of Sports Medicine recommends otherwise, the Athletic Training Room is to be utilized for all athletically related 

treatments.  All related medical bills and prescription expenses must be approved for payment by the Director of Sports Medicine in 

accordance with Kansas Athletics, Big 12, and NCAA regulations. 

 

Permissible Medical Expenses  

 

Identified medical expense benefits incidental to a studentôs participation in intercollegiate athletics that may be financed by the 

institution are: 

 Athletics medical insurance; 

 Death and dismemberment insurance for travel connected with intercollegiate athletics competition and practice; 

 Outpatient drug-rehabilitation expenses; 

 Outpatient counseling expenses related to the treatment of eating disorders;  

 Special individual expenses resulting from a permanent disability that precludes further athletics participation.  The illness or 

injury producing the disability must involve a former student-athlete or have occurred while the student-athlete was enrolled 

at the institution, or while the prospective student-athlete was on an official paid visit to the institutionôs campus.  An 

institution or outside agency, or both, may raise money through donations, benefits or like activities to assist the student-

athlete or a prospective student-athlete.  All funds secured shall be controlled by the institution, and the money shall be used 

exclusively to meet these expenses; 

 Glasses, contact lenses or protective eye wear (e.g., goggles) for student-athletes who require visual correction in order to 

participate in intercollegiate athletics; 

 All approved medical examinations for enrolled student-athletes incurred as a result of an athletically related injury or illness; 

 Expenses for medical treatment incurred by a student-athlete as a result of an athletically related injury.    Medical 

documentation shall be available to support the necessity of the treatment; 

 Surgical expenses to a student-athlete  who is injured during the academic year while participating in voluntary physical 

activities that will prepare the student-athlete for competition;  

 Medication and physical therapy utilized by a student-athlete to enable the individual to participate in intercollegiate athletics. 

 

Kansas Athletics does not assume any financial responsibility for medical treatment obtained without a referral from a Team 

Physician.  If a second opinion is requested, pre-authorization by the Director of Sports Medicine is required if it is to be paid for by 

Kansas Athletics. 

 



 

Dental Care 

 

Kansas Athletics will pay for dental injuries received or aggravated during formal practice or competition. 

 

All dental injuries should be reported to the Athletic Training Room staff as soon as possible. 

 

Corrective Lenses 

 

Corrective lenses are not routinely furnished by Kansas Athletics.  However, contact lenses or sports goggles may be provided if it is 

determined by the Director of Sports Medicine that they are necessary for intercollegiate athletics participation.  Kansas Athletics will 

not be responsible for glasses or frames used for everyday activities. 

 

Insurance Coverage 
 

Kansas Athletics strongly recommends that student-athletes carry their own primary health insurance to cover injuries and illness not 

covered by Kansas Athletics.  Kansas Athletics has obtained secondary insurance to cover athletically related injuries.  This policy 

requires that, if injured, the student-athlete first file a claim with his/her primary medical insurance carrier. Any expenses not covered 

will then be paid under the Kansas Athletics policy, subject to its limitations and conditions.  All documents from the primary carrier 

which denies coverage (denial documents) must be forwarded by the student-athlete or his/her parents as soon as possible to the Sports 

Medicine Staff. 

 

Prior to the beginning of each new academic year, a cover letter, insurance questionnaire and a summary statement of Kansas 

Athletics insurance coverage are sent to the parents of all student-athletes.  The questionnaire requests information regarding health 

insurance coverage, along with a copy of the student-athleteôs insurance card and a signed, current claim form, and must be on file in 

the Athletic Training Room prior to athletic participation in order for the student-athlete to be covered by Kansas Athletics. 

 

Coverage is available only for injuries that occur during participation in the student-athlete's intercollegiate sport or in supervised 

practice or training sessions for that sport.   

 

Filing a Claim 

 

When a student-athlete is referred to a physician or other ñprovider of serviceò (e.g. hospital, or other health care provider) outside the 

Sports Medicine Program and the Student Health Service for a condition which is covered by Kansas Athletics, the student-athlete 

must take his/her primary insurance information. 

 

Once the primary insurance company responds to the claim with either a denial or payment of the bill, the student-athlete or his/her 

parents must forward the following to the Sports Medicine Staff: 

 

1. The itemized bill from each provider of service indicating services provided and the current balance. 

2. The insurance companyôs Explanation of the Benefit (EOB), which details the amount of its payment for the claim. 

 

Upon receipt of these forms, the Sports Medicine staff will promptly submit them along with a claim form to the secondary insurance 

company. 

 

The potential involvement of two separate insurers can make the entire process of filing and tracking a claim from origination to 

completion a long, time-consuming process.  Kansas Athletics will be more than happy to help in this process, but the student-athlete 

and his/her family must remain aware that it is their responsibility to initiate the claim with their primary insurer and to promptly 

forward records to Kansas Athletics.  If a claim is denied by either the primary or secondary insurer because of delays by the 

student-athlete or his/her family, Kansas Athletics will not be responsible for the balance.   
 

Post-Eligibility Insurance Coverage 

 

Kansas Athletics realizes that certain injuries which are the result of intercollegiate athletics participation may require additional 

medical attention after a student-athlete has exhausted his or her eligibility.  Therefore, secondary insurance coverage is provided for 

up to 104 weeks from the onset of a student-athleteôs injury.  This coverage is dependent upon documentation of the injury, reasonable 

adherence to medical advice during rehabilitation, and no further evidence of post-competition re-injury.  Each case will be 

individually reviewed for strict adherence to these guidelines. 

 

 

 

 



Nutritional Supplements Use by Athletes 

 

Kansas Athletics believes that optimizing a student-athleteôs performance depends on many factors, one of the most important of 

which is maintaining proper nutrition.  To that end, the monitoring of nutritional supplements is an important component of proper 

nutrition. 

   

A growing number of nutritional supplements are marketed to athletes.   The NCAA has banned certain ingredients found in many of 

these nutritional supplements.  Minimal regulation of these supplements by the federal government greatly increases the risk of 

contamination.  Besides containing banned substances, many supplements are available that are very likely hazardous to the athletesô 

health.  In order to provide the safest possible care and in order to monitor potential drug/supplement interactions, the sports medicine 

staff must be informed of all nutritional supplements taken by the student-athlete.  To that end, all student-athletes will be required to 

submit, on an annual basis, a Nutritional Supplement Waiver form to the Sports Nutritionist.  On this form, the student-athlete will list 

all supplements that he/she is taking and will also commit the student-athlete to taking only supplements approved by Kansas 

Athletics.  The Sports Nutritionist or Team Physician shall review all forms and approve or disapprove all supplements taken by the 

student-athlete. Student-athletes are not permitted to take any nutritional supplements other than those provided by Kansas Athletics 

without written approval from the Team Physician or the Sports Nutritionist. 

 

Coaches are not permitted to provide nutritional supplements.  Any supplement provided for athletes by Kansas Athletics must be 

approved by the Team Physician or the Sports Nutritionist.  The Sports Medicine and Strength & Conditioning staff will be informed 

of all supplements being used by student-athletes. 

 

NCAA Guidelines for providing supplements to athletes: 

PERMISSIBLE:  NONPERMISSIBLE:  NONPERMISSIBLE:  

Unless prescribed by physician 

to treat a current condition 

Vitamins and Minerals 

Energy bars 

Calorie-replacement drinks 

Electrolyte-replacement drinks 

 

(none of these may contain more 

than 30% protein) 

 

Amino acids 

Chrysin 

Creatine/products containing 

creatine 

Ginseng 

Glycerol 

HMB 

L-carnitine 

Melatonin 

POS-2 

Protein powders greater than 30% 

protein 

Tribulus  

Chondroitin 

Glucosamine 

 

Weight Management 

 

One of the goals of sports medicine is to provide the finest health care necessary for optimal athletic performance.  In order to do this, 

there must be a science-based approach to weight management which emphasizes healthy, performance-enhancing eating and which 

de-emphasizes body image.  This is done with a performance team consisting of team physicians, sports nutritionist, certified athletic 

trainers, strength and conditioning coaches, and a sports psychologist as needed. 

 

Body Composition / Weight 

 

1. Body weight information will be available to the athlete, sports medicine staff, strength and conditioning staff, and 

coaching staff.  This information is confidential.  (Exception:  Initial preseason weight may be released for media guide 

in some sports such as football and basketball, providing the student-athlete has signed a valid consent for the release of 

such information.)  The athlete may share this information with anyone he/she chooses.     

2. Body composition information will be available only to the athlete, sports medicine staff, and strength and conditioning 

staff.  The athlete may share this information with anyone he/she chooses. 

3. Weight will only be measured under the following situations: 

a. Annual physicals 

b. Appointments with Team Physicians 

c. Appointments with Sports Nutritionist 

d. Monitoring hydration status 

e. Monitoring improvements by Strength and Conditioning staff 

f. Otherwise prescribed by Sports Medicine staff 



4. All body composition measurements will be performed by the Sports Nutritionist and/or strength and conditioning 

personnel. 

 

Coaches 

 

1. Any coach who has a concern about an athleteôs nutritional status, body composition, or weight should discuss these 

concerns with the Team Physician, Sports Nutritionist, or staff Athletic Trainer assigned to that sport. 

2. Coaches may not discuss weight or body composition with a student-athlete. 

3. Coaches may not discipline athletes based on changes in weight or body composition. 

4. Coaches may not require mandatory or optional/voluntary weigh-in sessions. 

5. Coaches should de-emphasize weight and should focus on performance. 

6. Coaches may not refer any student athlete to any medical facility or personnel outside of the athletics department. 

7. Non-compliance with the above policies by coaches is grounds for disciplinary action by the athletics director.  

 

Eating Disorders 

 

Eating disorders, most commonly anorexia nervosa and bulimia nervosa, are relatively common health problems for students on 

college campuses.  Collegiate athletes are at the same risk for these disorders.  It is a goal of the Sports Medicine Department at 

Kansas Athletics to work to identify, evaluate, and treat these disorders in such a way as to maximize the health and performance of 

those individuals affected. 

 

Although the precise cause of eating disorders has not been agreed upon, the development of an eating disorder probably is related to a 

combination of psychological, geological, family, genetic, environmental and social factors.  We will minimize environmental factors 

by a science-based approach to weight management which emphasizes healthy, performance-enhancing eating and de-emphasizes 

body image (see Kansas Athletics Weight Management Policy above). 

 

Sports medicine personnel will be familiar with the signs and symptoms of eating disorders.  If there is concern about an eating 

disorder in an athlete, either from a coach, teammate or staff person, that athlete will be referred to a team physician for evaluation. 

 

Concussion Management Plan 

 

Kansas Athletics is committed to the prevention, identification, evaluation and management of concussions. To ensure that the health 

and safety of our student-athletes is protected, the following guidelines will be followed. 

 

1. Kansas Athletics will have on file and annually update emergency actions plans for all practice, strength and 

conditioning, treatment and competition sites. All athletics healthcare providers and coaches should review annually and 

be familiar with plans. 

2. Athletics healthcare providers shall review concussion evaluation and management annually. 

3. Coaches shall be given education on concussions annually (Concussion: a Fact Sheet for Coaches, NCAA/CDC). 

4. Kansas Athletics shall require student-athletes to sign a statement in which student-athletes accept the responsibility for 

reporting their injuries and illnesses to the institutional medical, staff, including signs and symptoms for concussions. 

During the review and signing process student-athletes should be presented with educational material on concussions. 

(Concussion: a Fact Sheet for Student-Athletes, NCAA/CDC). 

5. Athletics healthcare providers should record a baseline evaluation (IMPACT, SAC) prior to the first practice in the sports 

of baseball, basketball, diving, football, pole vaulting, high jump, soccer, softball and volleyball. 

6. Any student-athlete that exhibits signs, symptoms or behaviors consistent with a concussion shall be removed from 

practice or competition and evaluated by an athletics healthcare provider with experience in the evaluation and 

management of concussions. 

7. Any Student-athlete given the diagnosis of concussion shall not return to activity the remainder of that day. 

8. Student-athletes diagnosed with a concussion shall receive serial monitoring for deterioration documented by a 

standardized flow sheet which will become part of the medical record.  

9. Student athletes diagnosed with a concussion shall be provided with written instructions, preferably with a roommate, 

guardian or someone who can follow the instructions. 

10. All student-athletes with a concussion shall be evaluated by a team physician prior to return to activity. In addition, final 

clearance for participation shall be by a team physician. 

11. Once asymptomatic and post-exertion assessments are within normal baseline limits, return to play shall follow a 

medically supervised stepwise process. 

12. Athletics healthcare providers should be empowered to have the unchallengeable authority to determine management and 

return-to-play of any ill or injured student-athlete. A countable coach should not serve as the primary supervisor for an 

athletics healthcare provider nor should they have sole hiring or firing authority over that provider. 

 

 



Sickle Cell Trait Procedures 

 

Kansas Athletics is committed to the identification, evaluation and management of sickle cell trait in student-athletes. Sickle cell trait 

is not a disease.  It is the inheritance of one gene for normal hemoglobin (A) and one gene for sickle hemoglobin (S), giving the 

genotype AS.  Sickle cell trait (AS) is not sickle cell anemia (SS), in which two abnormal genes are inherited.  Sickle cell anemia 

causes major anemia and many clinical problems, whereas sickle cell trait causes no anemia and few clinical problems.  Sickle cell 

trait will not turn into the disease.  Sickle cell trait is a life-long condition that will not change over time.  However, it is possible to 

have symptoms of the disease under extreme conditions of physical stress or low oxygen levels.  In some cases, athletes with the trait 

have expressed significant distress and even died during rigorous exercise. 

 During intense exercises, red blood cells containing the sickle hemoglobin can change shape from round to quarter-moon, or 

ñsickle.ò 

 Sickled red cells may accumulate in the bloodstream during intense exercise, blocking normal blood flow to the tissues and 

muscles. 

 Heat, dehydration, altitude and asthma can increase the risk factor for and worsen complications associated with sickle cell 

trait, even when exercise is not intense. 

Sickling can begin in only two to three minutes of sprinting, or in any other all-out exertion of sustained effort, thus quickly increasing 

the risk of collapse.  A sickling collapse is a medical emergency.  Even the most fit athletes can experience a sickling collapse.  The 

literature describes sickling athlete with ischemic pain and muscle weakness rather than muscle cramping or ñlocking upò.  The 

student-athlete who slumps to the ground can still talk, but will also experience major lactic acidosis, impending shock, and sudden 

rhabdmyolysis that can be life-threatening. 

 

Screening for sickle cell trait will be a part of pre-participation physical medical examination, and will be required for any potential 

student-athlete trying-out for any of the teams at the University of Kansas, including Spirit Squad.  The sickle cell trait test is done 

through a simple blood test.  If a test is positive, the student-athlete will be notified and offered counseling on the implication of sickle 

cell trait, including health and athletics. 

 

Precautions 

Precautions can enable student-athletes with sickle cell trait to thrive in their respective sport. The precautions are outlined below and 

in the 2007 NATA Consensus Statement on Sickle Cell Trait and the Athlete.  A student-athlete with sickle cell trait will be 

knowledgeable of these precautions along with head team physician, certified athletic trainer, strength and condition staff, and head 

coach. 

Kansas Athletics will provide the environment in which these precautions may be activated.  The precautions suggest the student-

athletes with sickle cell trait should: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Set their own pace 

 

Engage in a slow gradual preseason conditioning regimen to be prepared for sports-

specific performance testing and rigors of competitive intercollegiate athletics. 

 

Build up slowly while training (e.g., paced progressions) 

 

Use adequate rest and recovery between repetitions, especially during ñgassesò and 

intense station drills 

 

Not to be urged to perform all-out exertion of any kind beyond two to three minutes 

without a breather 

 

Stay well hydrated at all times, especially in hot and humid conditions 

 

Maintain proper asthma management 

 

Refrain from extreme exercise during acute illness, if feeling ill, or while 

experiencing a fever 

 

Beware when adjusting to a change in altitude, (e.g., rise in altitude of as little as 

2000 feet). Modify your training 

 

Stop activity immediately upon struggling or experiencing symptoms such as muscle 

pain, abnormal weakness, undue fatigue or breathlessness; and 

 

Seek prompt medical care when experiencing unusual distress 



Student-athletes experiencing these symptoms will be removed from activity and treated as a medical emergency.  EMS will be 

activated as per the Emergency Action Plan and supplemental oxygen will be used. 

 

Medical Hardship or Disqualification 

 

When a student-athlete suffers an injury or illness that will limit or prevent his/her athletic participation for a competitive season or for 

the remainder of his/her athletic career, the status of medical hardship or disqualification is determined.  The NCAA has specific rules 

governing these medical situations.   

 

A medical hardship waiver (ñmedical redshirtò) can be requested if the student-athlete meets several NCAA requirements, including 

the fact that the student-athlete must not have participated in more than three contests or 30% of the scheduled contests (whichever is 

greater). 

 

A medical disqualification or medical non-counter is a different situation.  This involves a medical condition in which the student-

athlete is advised to not ever participate again in intercollegiate athletics.  If this situation is determined by the Head Team Physician, 

the student-athlete may retain his/her athletics grant-in-aid at the discretion of Kansas Athletics for the remainder of his/her college 

experience.   

 

Contingent to retaining the grant-in-aid, is the requirement that the student-athlete work for the below mentioned hours per week 

during the student-athleteôs teamôs practice and competitive seasons, based upon amount of aid student-athlete is on:   

  

1-25% - 5 hours/week 

26-50% - 10 hours/week 

51-75% - 15 hours/week 

76-100% - 20 hours/week 

 

Work assignments will be distributed by the Senior Woman Administrator.   

 

Determinations of medical hardships are granted by the Big 12 Conference or for medical disqualification by the Head Team 

Physician. 

                                    

 

STUDENT-ATHLETES: PREGNANCY  
 

In the interest of maintaining the good health of female student-athletes participating in athletics at the University of Kansas, the 

following recommendations are made in the event of pregnancy. 

 

What to do if You Become Pregnant: 

A student-athlete who suspects she is pregnant should have this verified as soon as possible by a physician of her choice.  The student-

athlete should notify her Head Coach, Athletic Trainer or Head Team Physician as soon as possible in order to protect her health.   She 

should avoid all medications, x-rays, as well as alcohol consumption until she is certain she is not pregnant. 

 

Can You Continue to Train and Compete? 

 

Continued participation in athletic activities, including competition, must be evaluated by the student-athleteôs physician and the Head 

Team Physician.  Athletic participation will depend upon the dictates of the student-athleteôs particular sport, the physicianôs 

recommendation, and the recommendation of the Head Team Physician.  

   

If the student-athlete miscarries or chooses to terminate her pregnancy, she may not return to athletic participation until such 

participation is approved by her physician and the Head Team Physician. In addition, after delivery, she may not return to athletic 

participation until participation is approved by her physician and the Head Team Physician. 

 

What happens to Your Scholarship? 

 

Per NCAA regulations, all grants in aid are renewed annually and in accordance with NCAA rules.  As such, Kansas Athletics will not 

revoke or reduce an athletics grant-in aid due to pregnancy.  NCAA rules permit a one-year extension of the five-year period of 

eligibility for a female student-athlete for reasons of pregnancy.  A waiver application must be submitted to the NCAA in such cases 

and approval is not guaranteed. 

 

Who pays for your Medical Expenses? 

 

All medical expenses that are a result of pregnancy are the responsibility of the student-athlete. 



 

Where can you go for Support? 

Contact the Sports Medicine Department for counseling services and physician referrals. 

 

 

STUDENT-ATHLETE: SUBSTANCE A BUSE AND DRUG TESTING POLICY  

The Kansas Athletics Substance Abuse and Drug Testing Policy is being revised for the 2011-2012 academic year.  The policy will be 

provided to you in written format.  If you need to reference the updated policy, it is available on our web site at: 

 

http://www.kuathletics.com/sports/s-internal/content/041205aan.html#_ 

 

 

STUDENT-ATHLETE: OUTSIDE SER VICES & REFERRALS  

All student-athletes are subject to the following policy regarding any medical care beyond that provided by the certified athletic 

trainers, physical therapists or team physicians that are members of the Kansas Athletics sports medicine team. 

If a student-athlete desires a referral for outside medical services, he/she must first consult with the Team Physician or the Director of 

Sports Medicine, who will determine if the illness or injury can be treated in the sports medicine clinic or if it requires referral to 

another facility, physician or service. If the Team Physician or the Director of Sports Medicine refers an injured student-athlete to a 

health care provider, hospital or clinic other than those available at Kansas Athletics, referral must be expressly authorized in 

writing by the Team Physician or the Director of Sports Medicine prior to care or services being rendered. If immediate 

treatment is required and is ordinarily available at a University facility or the Sports Medicine Center (the ñtraining roomò) but the 

facilities are closed, the athlete shall first notify a full-time member of the training room staff prior to seeking medical attention of any 

sort.  

In emergency or other unusual circumstances not permitting written permission in advance, the Team Physician, Director of Sports 

Medicine or the team Athletic Trainer must be notified by the student-athlete as soon as reasonably possible, and the Team Physician 

retains all discretion, subject to applicable NCAA rules, state law and University policy as to whether treatment rendered may be 

covered under this policy.  In no event should a student athlete with an emergency medical condition delay or defer treatment; instead 

treatment should be sought and the Team Physician, Director of Sports Medicine or Team Trainer notified as soon as reasonably 

possible. 

When the Team Physician or the Director of Sports Medicine determines that a student-athlete should be referred to a specialist, the 

Sports Medicine staff will make the necessary arrangements for appointments and transportation, if necessary.  

Should a student-athlete take it upon himself or herself to see another physician or to obtain a second opinion without a 

recommendation from the Team Physician, the student-athlete is financially responsible for any fees incurred.  In addition, the 

student-athlete will be asked to sign a waiver stating that Kansas Athletics is not responsible for the treatment, its expenses, or the 

outcome of the treatment. 

If a student-athlete would like a referral for a second opinion, the student-athlete must first obtain a Physician Referral Form from the 

Team Physician or the Director of Sports Medicine prior to the visit. This form must be updated by the ñsecond opinionò physician 

and returned to the Sports Medicine staff. 

A coach may not refer a student-athlete to an Outside Specialist.  If a coach wishes to have an athlete see an Outside Specialist, the 

coach should discuss the matter with the Team Physician and/or Athletic Trainer.  Should the physician or trainer concur with the 

coachôs assessment, the Athletic Trainer or physician will arrange for the proper authorization and set up a specific appointment time 

for the student-athlete. If a student-athlete cannot provide his/her own transportation, the Sports Medicine staff will make the 

necessary arrangements, within Conference and NCAA guidelines. 

A consultation between the student-athleteôs parents and the attending physician will be arranged upon the student-athleteôs request 

for those student-athletes over the age of eighteen (18) or at the parentôs request should the student-athlete be under the age of 

eighteen (18). All final decisions regarding medical approval for participation in athletics, including the resumption of practices or 

participation in athletic contests, however, rest with the Team Physician, even if an outside health care provider recommends 

clearance or restrictions.  Decisions on participation in athletics are separate and distinct from decisions on medical treatment, and 

remain the authority of the Team Physician. 

Additional advance written authorization from the Team Physician must be obtained if medical care is to extend beyond the earliest of 

(1) the close of the season in which an injury or illness occurred, (2) the end of the spring of the academic year in which the injury or 

illness occurred, or (3) graduation or termination of student status with the University.  

The Team Physician authorization must estimate the probable treatment duration.  Kansas Athletics will not be financially responsible 

for expenses arising beyond the Team Physicianôs estimate, unless the Team Physician renders a revised estimate in writing. In no 

event, however, shall Kansas Athletics responsibility for treatment or expenses for athletically related injuries or illness covered by 

this Policy extend beyond one year from completion of athletic participation at the University or beyond the student coverage time 



limits contained in the Universityôs athletic insurance policy in effect at the time of the injury (104 weeks after the onset of injury), 

whichever is longer. 

SPORTS PERFORMANCE MASSAGE 

If a student-athlete of a Kansas Athletics-sponsored varsity team would like a referral for a ñperformance massage,ò the student-

athlete or his/her team must obtain prior approval from the Team Physician or the Director of Sports Medicine.  Prior to the initial visit 

for each student-athlete, a Kansas Athletics referral form must be filled out and a copy given to the Massage Therapist.  A Coach 

cannot refer a student-athlete to a Message Therapist.  The Certified Athletic Trainer overseeing that sport will arrange all 

appointments for Sports Performance Massages. 

Payment for massage services will be processed by the Sports Medicine Department and will be billed directly to the student-athleteôs 

sport.  Kansas Athletics Sports Medicine will not pay for any Massage Therapy without an established medical necessity and a written 

prescription from a Kansas Athletics Team Physician or the Director of Sports Medicine.  In addition, Kansas Athletics Sports 

Medicine will not provide transportation for student-athletes for appointments for ñSports Performance Massage.ò 

Massage Therapists must meet the following criteria to be approved by Kansas Athletics Sports Medicine for ñSports Performance 

Massageò: 

1. Licensed or Certified with the Kansas State Board of Healing Arts or Certified with the National Board for Therapeutic Massage and 

Bodywork (copy of current license or certification must be filed with the Director of Sports Medicine). 

2. Current Resume and reference list filed with Director of Sports Medicine. 

3. In good standing with Kansas Athletics Sports Medicine department. 

4. Display professional conduct at all times. 

5. Sign a Confidentiality statement and observe all aspects of the Kansas Athletics privacy policy and HIPPA regulations. 

6. Agree to limit services to massage and to not attempt treatment for any injuries.   

7. Agree to immediately report any possible injures discovered during the massage to the Director of Sports Medicine or his/her 

designee. 

8. Create an itemized bill for services and submit the service record and bill to Kansas Athletics in a timely manner. 

9. If massage is performed on Kansas Athletics property or at a practice or event in which University of Kansas athletes participate, 

the Massage Therapist will be required to sign an agreement/waiver concerning liability. 

10. Provide proof of professional liability insurance in the amount of two million for each occurrence and six million for the 

aggregate. 

TRAVEL TO MEDICAL AP POINTMENTS  

Kansas Athletics will reimburse student athletes for travel to medical appointments that were arranged through the Sports Medicine 

Department with a documented referral from a Kansas Athletics Team Physician. 

Whenever possible make arrangements for a staff/assistant/or athletic trainer to transport the student-athlete to the appointment.  If it is 

not possible to accompany the student-athlete, keep in mind the following guidelines for reimbursement: 

Å No reimbursement for local (Lawrence) travel 

Å If student-athlete drives and pays tolls and parking, then he/she should submit receipts for reimbursement 

Å No staff should be submitting any receipts in his/her name on behalf of the student and then passing the funds to the student 

Any travel beyond Kansas City needs further approval by Head Team Physician and the Senior Associate Athletics Director. 

 

 

 



STUDENT-ATHLETE: STUDENT -ATHLETE ADVISORY COM MITTEE (SAAC)  

The Student Athlete Advisory Committeeôs (SAAC) mission is to encourage unity, common purpose, and camaraderie among teams 

and all student-athletes; to promote positive student-athlete images on and off campus; to provide an accessible way to be involved 

with the athletic and university communities; to give back to the community through outreach programs; to give all student-athletes 

the opportunity to enhance leadership skills, and to enhance the quality of life of student-athletes. 

 

I. Policies 

 

1. The activities of SAAC should enhance and promote the interests of the University of Kansas and Kansas Athletics. 

 

2. SAAC, as an advisory committee, may recommend policy to the Athleticsô administration when appropriate but may 

not seek to direct it.   

 

3. SAAC may cooperate with other community or educational organizations, provided that SAAC representatives 

make no commitments binding SAAC, the University of Kansas, or Kansas Athletics. 

 

4. SAAC shall work closely with the Big 12 SAAC and shall adhere to Big 12 and National SAAC rules and policies.  

The Big 12 SAACôs primary purpose is to provide a perspective on issues that impact student-athlete welfare within 

the Conference and the NCAA.  The Big 12 SAAC reports directly to the Big 12 Conference Joint Council.  Is 

 

5. SAAC shall be under the guidance of, and report to, the Director of Student-Athlete Development.    

 

II. Membership 

 

1. Membership in SAAC is open to all student-athletes in good standing at Kansas Athletics.  For the purposes of this 

policy, members of the University cheer and dance squads qualify for membership in SAAC.   

  

2. In order to be considered to be in ñgood standingò a student-athlete must be eligible to participate on an 

intercollegiate sports team and must be on the teamôs roster.  Fifth-year student- athletes, redshirt student-athletes 

and medical hardship disqualifiers are eligible for SAAC membership if they would meet team requirements but for 

the eligibility status.   Student-athletes who are suspended, who apply to transfer to another institution, or who in 

any manner are not able to participate in the teamôs activities are not considered to be in ñgood standingò and are 

therefore not eligible for SAAC membership.  

 

III.  Duties of Members 

 

1. SAAC members are encouraged to attend meetings and participate in activities as endorsed and supported by SAAC.  

Meetings occur on alternate weeks throughout the academic year.   

 

2. Members are encouraged to convey information to their teammates as needed or requested by SAAC. 

 

3. SAAC members are encouraged to seek internal and external activities in order to create camaraderie and cohesion 

among teams and to create a positive image within the community.  Examples of such activities can include the 

following:  community food drives; community service activities; participation in Jay Rock; Jayhawks Supporting 

Jayhawks; and personal development opportunities.  

 

4. Members are encouraged to promote a positive student-athlete image on the University of Kansas campus. 

 

IV. Executive Board 

 

1. Each athletics team shall be permitted at least one, with a maximum of three, representatives to the Executive Board.  

Representation numbers depend on the teamôs roster size. For example, teams with less than twenty members (20) 

on their rosters will be eligible for one representative. Teams with 21-40 on their rosters shall have two 

representatives.  Teams with 41 or more members shall be eligible for three representatives.  Cross country (menôs 

and womenôs) shall count as one team.  Indoor and outdoor track and field (menôs and womenôs) shall count as one 

team.  

 

2. The selection process for the Executive Board shall consist of an interview with the current Executive Board 

Members and the Director of Student-Athlete Development.  They shall make the selection for board membership in 

consultation with the Associate Athletics Director/Senior Woman Administrator.  Additional selection criteria may 

be determined at the discretion of the Director of Student-Athlete Development.  Executive Board members must be 



members in good standing of SAAC; however, fifth-year student athletes and medical hardship disqualifiers are not 

eligible for Executive Board membership.   

 

3. Executive Board members must uphold and follow all team rules and requirements and follow all rules and 

guidelines set forth in the Kansas Athletics Student-Athlete Code of Conduct.  Failure to follow these requirements 

may result in removal from the Executive Board.  The Director of Student-Athlete Development, in consultation 

with the Associate Athletics Director/Senior Woman Administrator and the Sport Supervisor for the student-

athleteôs sport, shall determine if removal from the SAAC Executive Board is an appropriate sanction. Their 

decision to remove Executive Board membership is final and not appealable.   

 

4. The SAAC Representative to the Student Senate, selected by the Executive Board, shall be a fifth-year student-

athlete or a medical hardship qualifier.  The Representative shall be an ex-officio member of the Executive Board, 

and is expected to attend Executive Board meetings but shall not be permitted to vote on Board matters. 

 

5. The Executive Board shall meet during weeks that the SAAC general   meetings are not held. 

 

6. The Executive Board, in conjunction with the Director of Student-Athlete Development, shall have the following 

responsibilities:  select two representatives to the Big 12 SAAC; select three representatives to the Chancellorôs 

Advisory Committee on Intercollegiate Athletics; select a representative to the Student Senate, propose legislation to 

the Big 12 SAAC;  annually review and comment on proposed legislation prior to the NCAA national convention; 

participate in Big 12 SAAC conference calls and webinars;  make recommendations for events and programs for 

SAAC participation; decide the format, hospitality, and activities of general SAAC meetings, and other actions and 

activities as requested by Athletics leadership or SAAC members.  

 

7. When votes are required, the vote must take place at a regularly scheduled Executive Board meeting.  A quorum 

must be present in order for a vote to be conducted.  A quorum is defined as one-half of the current Executive Board 

members.  Each Executive Board member has an equal vote.  Voting is determined by a simple majority of those 

Executive Board members present at the meeting.  In the case of a tie, the Director of Student-Athlete Development 

will cast the deciding vote.  There are no officers.  Meetings are run by the Director of Student-Athlete Development 

and the members of the SAAC Executive Board. 

 
 

K Club's mission is to help PRESERVE the history and traditions of Kansas Athletics,  
SUPPORT current student-athletes, and CONNECT former participants, coaches, trainers and 

managers of varsity sports at the University of Kansas. 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

ROCK CHALK!! 
 

 


