


Over the past nine years, the men’s golf team 
has benefited from the extraordinary support 
generated from the Steve Stricker Illini Golf 
Classic. As a result of this event, our golf team 
has been afforded the opportunity to play and 
compete on some of the best courses and 
against some of the best teams in the nation.  
The majority of the top golf programs have 
outings and organizations that help them reach 
their goals, and we are proud to have the Steve 
Stricker Illini Golf Classic be ours!
	    Along with your support, one of the most 
talented Illini athletes in history, Steve Stricker,  
has dedicated his time to the student-athletes 
and the Illini community by coming back for  

this event each year.  We are extremely fortunate to have him involved with Illinois 
Golf.  Steve has repeatedly told me how grateful he is for the continued support 
and loyalty that he receives from Illini golf fans.
	    The Steve Stricker Illini Golf Classic has become a tradition for many 
people in the Illini community.  Please mark your calendars early and get ready 
to participate in the tenth annual Steve Stricker Illini Golf Classic.  Invite your 
employees, clients, friends and family to join in this year’s event.  We want to 
continue to make this a special occasion and we would like your participation in 
making this year’s event another one to remember.

Best Wishes,

Mike Small
Men’s Golf Coach

Illinois men’s golf has been a factor on the national scene, 
qualifying for four straight NCAA Tournaments and 
winning three straight Big Ten Championships. Over the 
past four seasons, the Illini have won 21 tournaments, 
including the 2008 Olympia Fields/Illini Invitational, 
which boasts among the most competitive college fields 
in the nation.
    In 2011, Illinois won five tournaments, including three 
in the spring—The Louisiana Classics, the Robert Kepler 
Intercollegiate and the Big Ten Championship. The Illini 

also claimed the Wolf Run Intercollegiate and the D.A. Weibring Intercollegiate during the 
fall. The Illini also placed second in a 16-team national field at the Callaway Collegiate Match 
Play, defeating No. 6 Texas A&M along the way.
    Illinois has had individual success as well. Senior Scott Langley claimed the 2010 NCAA 
championship and was the low amateur at the U.S. Open later in the month of June. Langley 
also represented the United States at both the Palmer Cup, winning the clinching match, and 
at the World Amateur Team Championships. Langley, who was one of 10 semifinalists for the 
Ben Hogan Award, advanced to the quarterfinals of the U.S. Amateur.
   Junior Luke Guthrie was the medalist at the 2011 Big Ten Championship, winning an epic 
battle with two other players to claim the title. In addition, Guthrie, Langley and senior Chris 
DeForest were named All-Big Ten. Langley and DeForest tied for fifth individually. Guthrie 
won four events individually during the 2010-11 season and is ranked 18th in the nation 
by Golfweek. Guthrie is one of two Illini to win the Illinois Amateur in the past four years. 
   Illinois’ line-up all season 
has featured three-time IHSA 
state champion Mason Jacobs 
and Thomas Pieters, a Belgian 
who has had solid success 
internationally.
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S C H E DU  L E  O F  E V E N T S

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21, 2011
OLYMPIA FIELDS COUNTRY CLUB
2800 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE, OLYMPIA FIELDS, IL 60461

Welcoming Gala Reception 		  6:00 PM			   
& Auction

MONDAY, AUGUST 22, 2011
OLYMPIA FIELDS COUNTRY CLUB
2800 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE, OLYMPIA FIELDS, IL 60461

Registration and Breakfast	 	 8:00-10:00 AM		

Clinic hosted by Steve Stricker	 10:00 AM		

Shotgun Start					    11:00 AM		

Lunch					     On course

Awards Presentation 			   Post-play

Cocktails and Hor d’oeuvres		  Post-play

Head Coach Mike Small has the distinction of playing on one 
Big Ten championship team and coaching three. Small was a 
member of the 1988 team that claimed the title and in 2009 
coached the Illini to the Big Ten Championship, as Illinois 
won the title by some 13 strokes. The Illini repeated in both 
2010 and 2011, and were ranked in the top 10 most of the 
past two seasons.
    In the last four seasons under Small, Illinois has won 21 
tournaments, including five during the 2010-11 season. Small 
was named Midwest Regional Coach of the Year in 2009 and Big Ten Coach of the Year in 
2009, 2010 and 2011, bringing his Big Ten Coach of the Year total to four.
    The 2009 team set a school record for the most team tournament titles in a season—
winning seven, including the prestigious Olympia Fields/Fighting Illini Invitational. Over 
the past three seasons, Illinois players have set records for the best 18-hole (272), 36-hole 
(555) and 54-hole team score  (831) and top individual 18-hole (63 by Chris DeForest), 
36-hole (131 by Scott Langley) and 54-hole (201 by Scott Langley) individual scoring 
totals. Scott Langley and Luke Guthrie are currently 1-2 in career stroke average in Illinois, 
history, slightly better than Illini great Steve Stricker.
    	Under his direction, Illinois athletes have won six All-America honors and 19 All-Big 
Ten accolades. Currently, all seven upper classmen carry a 3.0 G.P.A. or higher.
     As a former full-time professional, he can share with aspiring tour players what it takes 
to play at the next level. As someone who still competes and succeeds at a handful of tour 
events each year, he has had a chance to rub elbows with the likes of Tiger Woods and Phil 
Mickelson.
    When Mike Small returned to Champaign, Ill., in June of 2000 to take over as head 
coach, it came following a decade of playing professionally, including five years spent on 
the PGA Tour and what is now the Nationwide Tour. 
      Small continues to compete on a limited basis in PGA tour events. Although not playing 
full-time, he does so with some impressive results.  When he competes, he shows off his 
Illinois colors and attracts many proud alumni in the gallery. 
    Small’s success has meant great publicity for Illinois golf. The summer of 2007 saw 
arguably the biggest of those successes when he won the low club professional at the 
2007 PGA Championship and shared the award stand with its champion Tiger Woods on 
national television.
      The summer of 2010 saw Small win the PGA Professional National Championship for 
the third time in his career, qualifying for his ninth major championship, including his sixth 
PGA. He made the cut in the 2005 and 2007 PGA and missed the cut by a stroke in 2006.
    In July, Small will be one of five former Illini to compete in the John Deere Classic, 
joining protégées Langley and Joe Affrunti along with Stricker and D.A. Points.

MIKE SMALL
MEN’S GOLF COACH




