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May 19, 2009 - For Immediate Release

Power by Sandberg Wins Weekly Baseball Player Honor;
Smith’s Gem Earns Pitching Honor

Baseballs were flying all over the field as Texas-Pan American and Northern Colorado combined for 
136 runs in a four-games series, and surely a player from at least one of those teams would cap-
ture the Great West Player of the Week honors.  That was the case as Northern Colorado’s Kevin 
Sandberg batted .500 with five home runs and 17 RBI to earn the Player honor. On the mound, Utah 
Valley’s Justin Smith picked up one of the two Wolverine victories over Hawaii this past weekend, a 
five-hitter, to earn Pitcher of the Week.

Sandberg, a junior from Aurora, Colo., tied the school single game record with three home runs in 
the series finale against Texas-Pan American. He was one shy of the school record with 9 RBI and he 
tied the single-season record of 20 home runs with his five in the series. He was also hit by a pitch, 
had an on-base percentage of .545 and a slugging percentage of 1.350.

Others Nominated:  Andrew Taccolini (HBU), Jordan Rutenbar (UTPA), Chris Benson (UVU)

Smith, a junior from Pleasant Grove, Utah, finished season on a strong note, going 8.1 innings in a 
12-1 Wolverine victory over Hawaii.  He gave up just five hits and struck out 10 in the road win. Smith, 
who is a multiple winner of Great West weekly honors this season, finished season with team-best 
8-4 record, 4.73 ERA and 91 K’s in 91.1 innings while winning 7 of last 8 decisions.

Others Nominated:  Hunter Scott (HBU)


