


GEORGIA TECH FOOTBALL 2008

Quick Facts

Georgia Tech Football 2008 1 Eleven Consecutive Bowl Appearances

GENERAL INFORMATION
Location ..................................................................................Atlanta, Ga. 30332
Founded ........................................................................................................1885
Enrollment..................................................................................................16,793
Nicknames.........................................................Yellow Jackets, Rambling Wreck
Colors.....................................................................................Old Gold and White
Conference ......................................Atlantic Coast Conference, Coastal Division
President (Interim) ...................................................................Dr. Gary Schuster
Alma Mater ..................................................................................Clarkson (1968)
Director of Athletics...................................................................Dan Radakovich
Alma Mater..........................................Indiana University of Pennsylvania (1980)
Game Operations Manager ................................................................Jeff Gilbert
Phone Number/E-Mail ................(404) 894-5431 / jgilbert@athletics.gatech.edu
Stadium ............................................................Bobby Dodd Stadium/Grant Field
Surface ............................................................................................Natural Grass
Capacity .....................................................................................................55,000
2007 Record ...................................................................................7-6 (4-4 ACC)
2007 Bowl Game ........Roady’s Humanitarian Bowl (lost to Fresno State, 40-28)
First Year of Football....................................................................................1892
Number of Seasons.......................................................................Entering 116th
All-Time Record..................................................................................653-442-43
Bowl Appearances ...........................................................................................36
Bowl Record ......................................................................................22-14 (.611)
Athletic Department Phone.........................................................(404) 385-1081
Ticket Office Phone ...................................................................1-888-TECH-TIX
Website Address ...................................................................RamblinWreck.com

COACHING STAFF
Head Coach ....................................................................................Paul Johnson
Alma Mater ....................................................................Western Carolina (1979)
Record at Tech .............................................................................0-0/1st season
Overall Record ......................................................................107-39/11 seasons
Best time to Contact ........................................Through sports information office
Football Office Phone..................................................................(404) 894-5420

Assistant Coach Alma Mater (Year) Responsibility Years at Tech
Brian Bohannon Georgia (1993) Quarterback/B-Backs First
Brian Jean-Mary Appalachian State (1998) Linebackers Fifth
Charles Kelly Auburn (1990) Cornerbacks Third
Jeff Monken Millikin (1989) Slot Backs/Special Teams First
Al “Buzz” Preston Hawai’i (1982) Wide Receivers First
Mike Sewak Virginia (1981) Co-Offensive Line First
Giff Smith Georgia Southern (1991) Defensive Line/Recruiting Coord. Fifth
Todd Spencer Pacific Lutheran (1979) Co-Offensive Line First
Dave Wommack Missouri Southern (1978) Defensive Coordinator First

Director of Football Operations .....................................................Jason Snider
Director of Player Personnel ..............................................................Liam Klein
Director of Sports Medicine ...............................................................Jay Shoop
Trainer (Football) ...................................................................................Clay Farr
Equipment Manager .........................................................................Tom Conner
Director of Player Development .........................................................Eric Ciano
Director of Video Operations ......................................................Todd McCarthy
Graduate Assistant Coach ...........................................................Nathan Burton
Graduate Assistant .........................................................................Brett Gilliland

SQUAD BREAKDOWN
Basic Offense ............................................................................................Spread
Basic Defense ....................................................................................4-3 Multiple
Letterwinners Returning ..................................................................................50

Offense................................................................................................22
Defense...............................................................................................25
Specialists.............................................................................................3

Letterwinners Lost ...........................................................................................23
Offense................................................................................................11
Defense...............................................................................................10
Specialists.............................................................................................2

Starters Returning ..............................................................................................8
Offense..................................................................................................4
Defense.................................................................................................4
Specialists ...........................................................................................*0

Starters Lost .....................................................................................................16
Offense..................................................................................................7
Defense.................................................................................................7
Specialists.............................................................................................2

*Tech returns its kickoff specialist and long snapper
Offensive Starters Returning (4)
Andrew Gardner OT 6-6 297 Sr.-R Tyrone, Ga.
Cord Howard OT 6-5 308 Jr.-R Phenix City, Ala.
Greg Smith WR 6-3 195 Jr.-R Atlanta, Ga. 
Dan Voss OG 6-4 294 Jr.-R Cherry Hill, N.J. 

Defensive Starters Returning (4)
Shane Bowen LB 6-1 218 Jr. Pickerington, Ohio
Darryl Richard DT 6-4 290 Sr.-R Destrehan, La. 
Vance Walker DT 6-2 293 Sr. Fort Mill, S.C. 
Jahi Word-Daniels CB 6-0 194 Sr. Hoover, Ala. 

MEDIA RELATIONS
SID Office Phone..........................................................................(404) 894-5445
SID Fax..........................................................................................(404) 894-1248
Press Box Phone ...........................................(404) 894-1204 or (404) 894-1205
SID Office Address...........GTAA; 150 Bobby Dodd Way NW; Atlanta, GA 30332
Football Contact...........................Dean Buchan (Assistant AD/Media Relations)
E-Mail ...................................................................dbuchan@athletics.gatech.edu
Phone ..........................................{Office} (404) 894-5445 / {Cell} (404) 295-8703
Secondary Contact .............Seth Gerard (Assistant Sports Information Director)
E-Mail .....................................................................sgerard@athletics.gatech.edu
Phone ..........................................{Office} (404) 894-5445 / {Cell} (774) 279-4461
Associate SID...................................................................................Mike Stamus
E-Mail...................................................................mstamus@athletics.gatech.edu
Assistant SID....................................................................................Cheryl Watts
E-Mail .......................................................................cwatts@athletics.gatech.edu
Assistant SID...............................................................................Dan Goldberger
E-Mail ..............................................................dgoldberger@athletics.gatech.edu
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2008 SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Site Time
Aug. 28 (Thur.) JACKSONVILLE STATE ATLANTA TBA
Sept. 6 * at Boston College Chestnut Hill, Mass. TBA
Sept. 13 * at Virginia Tech Blacksburg, Va. TBA
Sept. 20 MISSISSIPPI STATE ATLANTA TBA
Sept. 27 Open
Oct. 4 * DUKE (Family Weekend) ATLANTA TBA
Oct. 11 GARDNER-WEBB ATLANTA TBA
Oct. 18 * at Clemson Clemson, S.C. TBA
Oct. 25 * VIRGINIA (Homecoming) ATLANTA TBA
Nov. 1 * FLORIDA STATE ATLANTA TBA
Nov. 8 * at North Carolina Chapel Hill, N.C. TBA
Nov. 15 Open
Nov. 20 (Thur.) * MIAMI ATLANTA (ESPN) TBA
Nov. 29 at Georgia Athens, Ga. TBA
* ACC game

2007 RESULTS (7-6/4-4)
Date (AP/USA) Opponent W/L Score Atten. TV
Sept. 1 at (rv/rv) Notre Dame W 33-3 80,795 NBC
Sept. 8 SAMFORD W 69-14 43,288 ESPNU
Sept. 15 (21/19) * BOSTON COLLEGE L 10-24 51,112 ESPN2
Sept. 22 * at Virginia L 23-28 57,681 ESPNU
Sept. 29 (13/13) * CLEMSON W 13-3 54,635 ABC
Oct. 6 * at Maryland L 26-28 47,527 R/LF
Oct. 13 * at Miami W 17-14 52,416 ESPN
Oct. 20 ARMY W 34-10 50,242 R/LF
Nov. 1 (11/13) * VIRGINIA TECH (Thur.) L 3-27 52,202 ESPN
Nov. 10 * at Duke W 41-24 18,788
Nov. 17 * NORTH CAROLINA W 27-25 45,490 R/LF
Nov. 24 (6/7) GEORGIA L 17-31 54,990 ABC
Dec. 31 # vs. Fresno State L 28-40 27,062 ESPN2
* ACC game
# Roady’s Humanitarian Bowl (Boise, Idaho)

30 31
Practice

#5

23 24
Practice

#1

25 26
Practice

#2

27 28
Practice

#3

29
Practice

#4

16 17
Spring
Break

18
Spring
Break

19
Spring
Break

20
Spring
Break

21
Spring
Break

22

MARCH 11 12 13
Pro Day

6/10:30 am

14 15

20 21

13 14
Practice

#13

15 16
Practice

#14

17 18 19
SPRING
GAME

6 7
Practice

#9

8 9
Practice

#10

10 11
Practice

#11

12
Practice

#12

APRIL 1 2
Practice

#6

3 (Clinic) 4
Practice

#7

5
Practice

#8

SPRING PRACTICE SCHEDULE



GEORGIA TECH FOOTBALL 2008

Squad Breakdown

Georgia Tech Football 2008 3 Eleven Consecutive Bowl Appearances

OFFENSIVE LETTERWINNERS RETURNING (22)
18* Calvin Booker QB 6-4 234 Sr.-R Atlanta, Ga.
82* David Brown OL 6-3 271 Sr.-R Madison, Ala.
45*+ Jason Davis A-back 5-10 196 Jr.-R Duluth, Ga. 
74** Trey Dunmon C 6-4 292 Jr.-R Lilly, Ga.
21* Jonathan Dwyer B-back 6-0 228 So. Marietta, Ga. 
15* Correy Earls WR 6-0 190 So.-R Macon, Ga.
20** Jamaal Evans A-back 5-8 193 Jr. Irving, Texas
43** Tyler Evans A-back 5-8 186 Jr. Acworth, Ga.
65*+ Andrew Folkner OL 6-0 299 Sr.-R Marietta, Ga.
64*** Andrew Gardner OT 6-6 297 Sr.-R Tyrone, Ga. 
75* Jason Hill OT 6-4 299 Jr.-R Atlanta, Ga.
71** Cord Howard OT 6-5 308 Jr.-R Phenix City, Ala. 
46*+ Matt Kamp B-back 5-11 240 Jr.-R Alpharetta, Ga.
38* Quincy Kelly B-back 6-0 238 So.-R Stone Mountain, Ga.
27*+ Jonathan Malone WR 5-9 167 Jr. Marietta, Ga.
9* Josh Nesbitt QB 6-1 214 So. Greensboro, Ga.
81** Brad Sellers OL 6-2 252 Jr.-R Grand Prairie, Texas
53*** A.J. Smith OT 6-7 299 Sr.-R Tampa, Fla.
83***+ Andrew Smith WR 5-11 191 Sr.-R Tampa, Fla. 
5* Greg Smith A-back 6-3 195 Jr.-R Atlanta, Ga.
8* Demaryius Thomas WR 6-3 229 So.-R Dublin, Ga.
77* Dan Voss OG 6-4 294 Jr.-R Cherry Hill, N.J.

DEFENSIVE LETTERWINNERS RETURNING (25)
98* Ben Anderson DT 6-2 271 So.-R Aiken, S.C.
94*** Elris Anyaibe DT 6-3 280 Sr.-R DeSoto, Texas 
12* Anthony Barnes LB 6-3 231 So.-R Cartersville, Ga.
47** Jake Blackwood S 6-1 180 Jr.-R West Palm Beach, Fla. 
57** Shane Bowen LB 6-1 218 Jr. Pickerington, Ohio
17** Matt Braman LB 6-3 236 Sr. Niwot, Colo.
1* Morgan Burnett S 6-1 198 So. College Park, Ga.
2* Mario Butler CB 6-1 181 So. Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. 
52** Travis Chambers LB 5-11 232 Sr.-R Decatur, Ga. 
7** Tony Clark LB 6-1 207 Sr. Garden City, Ga. 
10** Martin Frierson S 6-2 208 Jr.-R Columbia, S.C. 
33**+ Troy Garside S/PK-P 5-11 202 Sr.-R Jacksonville, Fla.
54** Sedric Griffin LB 5-11 239 Jr. Blair, S.C. 
97** Robert Hall DE 6-3 248 So.-R Hawkinsville, Ga. 
25* DeRon Jasper S 6-2 198 So.-R Dunwoody, Ga.
51* Brad Jefferson LB 6-2 227 So. Wrightsville, Ga. 
93*** Michael Johnson DE 6-7 247 Sr. Selma, Ala. 
30**+ James Liipfert LB 6-0 234 Sr.-R Marshallville, Ga.
91* Derrick Morgan DE 6-4 270 So. Coatesville, Pa.
26* Dominique Reese DB 5-11 178 So.-R Auburn, Ala.
95*** Darryl Richard DT 6-4 290 Sr.-R Destrehan, La. 
66*+ Luke Snider DL 6-0 218 So.-R Norcross, Ga.
56* Osahon Tongo LB 6-3 252 So.-R Naperville, Ill.
99*** Vance Walker DT 6-2 293 Sr. Fort Mill, S.C.
32*** Jahi Word-Daniels CB 6-0 194 Sr. Hoover, Ala.

SPECIALIST LETTERWINNERS RETURNING (3)
14*+ Scott Blair PK/P 6-0 173 So. Calhoun, Ga.
50** Bret White LS 5-11 240 Sr.-R Marietta, Ga.
31**+ Mohamed Yahiaoui PK 5-11 215 Jr.-R Roswell, Ga. 

OFFENSIVE STARTERS RETURNING (4)
64*** Andrew Gardner OT 6-6 297 Sr.-R Tyrone, Ga. 
71** Cord Howard OT 6-5 308 Jr.-R Phenix City, Ala.
5* Greg Smith A-back 6-3 195 Jr.-R Atlanta, Ga. 
77* Dan Voss OL 6-4 294 Jr.-R Cherry Hill, N.J. 

DEFENSIVE STARTERS RETURNING (4)
57** Shane Bowen LB 6-1 218 Jr. Pickerington, Ohio
95*** Darryl Richard DT 6-4 290 Sr.-R Destrehan, La.
99*** Vance Walker DT 6-2 293 Sr. Fort Mill, S.C. 
32*** Jahi Word-Daniels CB 6-0 194 Sr. Hoover, Ala.

SPECIALIST STARTERS RETURNING (2)
14*+ Scott Blair PK 6-0 173 So. Calhoun, Ga.
50** Bret White LS 5-11 240 Sr.-R Marietta, Ga. 

OFFENSIVE STARTERS LOST (7)
13*** Taylor Bennett QB 6-3 214 Jr.-R St. Louis, Mo. 
22*** Tashard Choice RB 6-1 211 Sr.-R Riverdale, Ga. 
40**** Mike Cox FB 6-1 260 Sr. Lewisberry, Pa. 
89*** James Johnson WR 6-0 196 Sr.-R Oakland, Fla. 
84** Colin Peek TE 6-6 241 So.-R Jacksonville, Fla. 
61**** Matt Rhodes OG 6-3 277 Sr.-R Angleton, Texas 
60**** Kevin Tuminello C 6-4 285 Sr.-R Youngstown, Ohio 

DEFENSIVE STARTERS LOST (7)
58**** Gary Guyton LB 6-3 242 Sr. Hinesville, Ga.
23**** Djay Jones S 6-1 199 Sr. St. Mary’s, Ga. 
4**** Jamal Lewis S 6-0 204 Sr. Riverdale, Ga. 
42**** Adamm Oliver DE 6-4 264 Sr.-R New Port Richey, Fla.
34**** Avery Roberson CB-S 6-1 197 Sr.-R Atlanta, Ga. 
90**** Darrell Robertson DE 6-5 252 Sr. Jonesboro, Ga. 
41**** Philip Wheeler LB 6-2 238 Sr.-R Columbus, Ga.

SPECIALIST STARTERS LOST (2)
87**** Travis Bell PK 6-0 223 Sr.-R Roswell, Ga.
39** Durant Brooks P 6-0 198 Sr.-R Macon, Ga. 

REDSHIRT SCHOLARSHIP FRESHMEN (10)
76 Nick Claytor OT 6-6 304 Fr.-R Gainesville, Ga.
70 Joseph Gilbert OL 6-4 288 Fr.-R Cartersville, Ga. 
59 Kyle Jackson LB 6-0 226 Fr.-R McDonough, Ga.
24 Roddy Jones A-back 5-9 194 Fr.-R Stone Mountain, Ga.
92 Jason Peters DE 6-4 272 Fr.-R Baton Rouge, La.
35 Michael Peterson CB 5-11 185 Fr.-R Tampa,Fla.
44 Albert Rocker LB 6-1 225 Fr.-R New Market, Ala. 
48 Jerrard Tarrant S 6-0 189 Fr.-R Carrollton, Ga.
96 Logan Walls DL 6-2 287 Fr.-R Dawsonville, Ga. 
88 Willie White DB 6-3 182 Fr.-R Kingsland, Ga. 
78 Clyde Yandell OL 6-5 296 Fr.-R St. Augustine, Fla.
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TRUE SCHOLARSHIP FRESHMEN (21)
T.J. Barnes DT 6-7 325 Fr. Enterprise, Ala. 
Brandon Leslie S 6-0 195 Fr. Fresno, Calif. 
Jon Lockhart CB 6-0 190 Fr. Blountstown, Fla. 
B.J. Machen LB 6-1 225 Fr. Hilliard, Ohio 
Daniel McKayhan WR 6-0 180 Fr. Decatur, Ga. 
Nick McRae C 6-4 290 Fr. Dublin, Ga.
Tyler Melton WR 6-0 199 Fr. Houston, Texas 
Malcolm Munroe LB 6-3 215 Fr. Miami, Fla. 
Embry Peeples A-back 5-10 175 Fr. Orlando, Fla. 
Rashaad Reid CB 5-10 180 Fr. St. Augustine, Fla. 
Kamaron Riley CB 6-2 180 Fr. Hawkinsville, Ga.
Jaybo Shaw QB 6-0 190 Fr. Flowery Branch, Ga.
Quentin Sims WR 6-3 190 Fr. Cincinnati, Ohio 
Phil Smith OT 6-6 290 Fr. Tampa, Fla. 
Steven Sylvester LB 6-2 225 Fr. McDonough, Ga. 
Cooper Taylor S 6-4 195 Fr. Atlanta, Ga. 
Omoregie Uzzi OG 6-3 291 Fr. Chamblee, Ga. 
Tevin Washington QB 6-1 205 Fr. Wetumpka, Ala.
Richard Watson B-back 6-1 225 Fr. Tallahassee, Fla.
Antonio Wilson DE 6-6 220 Fr. Decatur, Ga. 
Marcus Wright A-back 5-8 175 Fr. San Antonio, Texas 

PLAYED AS TRUE FRESHMAN IN 2007 (7)
14*+ Scott Blair PK 6-0 173 So. Calhoun, Ga.
1* Morgan Burnett S 6-1 198 So. College Park, Ga.
2* Mario Butler CB 6-1 181 So. Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.
21* Jonathan Dwyer B-back 6-0 228 So. Marietta, Ga.
51* Brad Jefferson LB 6-2 227 So. Wrightsville, Ga. 
91* Derrick Morgan DE 6-4 270 So. Coatesville, Pa.
9* Josh Nesbitt QB 6-1 214 So. Greensboro, Ga.

FORMER TRANSFERS (3)
18* Calvin Booker QB 6-4 234 Sr.-R Auburn
36^+ Lucas Cox B-back 6-0 254 So.-R Connecticut
69^ Anthony Egbuniwe DE 6-4 253 So.-R Tulsa

STATISTICAL RETURNING LEADERS
RUSHING GP Att Yards Avg TD Avg/G
Jonathan Dwyer, So. 13 82 436 5.3 9 33.5
Josh Nesbitt, So. 11 53 339 6.4 0 30.8
Jamaal Evans, Jr. 11 32 127 4.0 2 11.5

PASSING GP Com Att Int TD Yards
Calvin Booker, Sr. 5 11 21 1 1 167
Josh Nesbitt, So. 11 5 13 2 1 93

RECEIVING GP Rec Yds Avg TD Avg/G
Greg Smith, Jr. 12 37 588 15.9 2 49.0
Demaryius Thomas, So. 13 35 558 15.9 4 42.9
Correy Earls, So. 11 14 188 13.4 1 17.1

DEFENSE Tackles TFL Sacks Int FR FF
Morgan Burnett, So. 57 2.5 1.0 3 1 0
Jahi Word-Daniels, Sr. 56 2.5 0.0 2 0 0
Vance Walker, Sr. 45 14.0 8.5 0 2 3
Shane Bowen, Jr. 34 4.0 3.0 0 0 1
Darryl Richard, Sr. 30 11.5 4.5 0 1 1

2008 ALL-STAR CANDIDATES
21 Jonathan Dwyer B-back 6-0 228 So. Marietta, Ga. 
64 Andrew Gardner OT 6-6 297 Sr.-R Tyrone, Ga. 
1 Morgan Burnett S 6-1 198 So. College Park, Ga.
93 Michael Johnson DE 6-7 247 Sr. Selma, Ala. 
95 Darryl Richard DT 6-4 290 Sr.-R Destrehan, La. 
99 Vance Walker DT 6-2 293 Sr. Fort Mill, S.C.

PERCENTAGES RETURNING IN 2008
Rushing Attempts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39.4
Rushing Yards  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36.7
Rushing Touchdowns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .46.4
Passing Attempts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9.6
Pass Completions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.9
Passing Yards  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10.8
Passing Touchdowns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20.0
Receptions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50.8
Receiving Yards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .56.7
Receiving Touchdowns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .70.0
Total Offense  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24.2
Total Touchdowns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .51.3
Scoring  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35.5
Field Goals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0.0
Field Goal Attempts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0.0
Punts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0.0
Punt Returns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .95.5
Kickoff Returns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .95.9
Interceptions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .100.0
Pass Break-Ups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .47.8
Total Tackles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .46.7
Tackles for Loss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .46.8
Sacks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50.0
Forced Fumbles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .66.7
Fumble Recoveries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53.3
Blocked Kicks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50.0
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GAME EXPERIENCE
Career Career Consecutive Games Games Games Games
Games Games Games Started Started Started Started

OFFENSE Played Started Started 2007 2006 2005 2004
Andrew Gardner, Sr., OT 39 39 39 13 14 12 rs
A.J. Smith, Sr., OL 24 6 0 6 0 0 rs
Greg Smith, Jr., RB 23 7 3 7 0 rs --
Andrew Smith, Sr., RB 22 0 0 0 0 0 rs
Jamaal Evans, Jr., RB 21 1 0 1 0 -- --
Tyler Evans, Jr., RB 19 0 0 0 0 -- --
Trey Dunmon, Jr., OL 18 0 0 0 0 rs --
Cord Howard, Jr., OL 17 6 6 6 0 rs --
Dan Voss, Jr., OL 14 7 7 7 0 rs --
Demaryius Thomas, So., WR 13 10 8 10 rs -- --
Jonathan Dwyer, So., RB 13 0 0 0 -- -- --
Correy Earls, So., WR 11 3 3 3 rs -- --
Josh Nesbitt, So., QB 11 0 0 0 -- -- --
David Brown, Sr., OL 10 0 0 0 0 0 rs
Quincy Kelly, So., RB 10 0 0 0 rs -- --
Calvin Booker, Sr., QB 5 0 0 0 tr -- --
Jonathan Malone, Jr., WR 5 0 0 0 0 -- --
Brad Sellers, Jr., OL 4 0 0 0 0 rs --
Jason Hill, Jr., OL 4 0 0 0 0 rs --
Matt Kamp, Jr., RB 3 0 0 0 0 rs --
Austin Barrick, So., RB 3 0 0 0 rs -- --
Jason Davis, Jr., RB 2 0 0 0 0 rs --
Andrew Folkner, Sr., OL 2 0 0 0 0 0 rs
Drew Brannon, So., OL 2 0 0 0 rs -- --
Alex Paquette, Jr., OL 1 0 0 0 0 rs --
Tyler Davis, Sr., WR 1 0 0 0 0 0 rs
Zach Krish, So., OL 1 0 0 0 rs -- --
DEFENSE
Darryl Richard, Sr., DT 39 30 15 13 13 rs 4
Vance Walker, Sr., DT 37 17 13 2 2 0 --
Elris Enyaibe, Sr., DT 36 0 0 0 0 0 rs
Tony Clark, Sr., LB 35 0 0 0 0 0 --
Michael Johnson, Sr., DE 36 2 1 1 1 0 --
Jahi Word-Daniels, Sr., CB 35 18 14 13 5 0 --
Shane Bowen, Jr., LB 27 10 5 10 0 -- --
James Liipfert, Sr., LB 27 0 0 0 0 0 rs
Sedric Griffin, Jr., LB 25 0 0 0 0 -- --
Martin Frierson, Jr., DB 22 0 0 0 0 rs --
Troy Garside, Sr., DB 22 0 0 0 0 0 rs
Robert Hall, So., DL 17 0 0 0 0 -- --
Jake Blackwood, Jr., DB 17 0 0 0 0 rs --
Morgan Burnett, So., DB 13 1 0 1 -- -- --
Anthony Barnes, So., LB 12 3 0 3 rs -- --
Dominique Reese, So., DB 13 0 0 0 rs -- --
Brad Jefferson, So., LB 12 0 0 0 -- -- --
Mario Butler, So., DB 12 0 0 0 -- -- --
Derrick Morgan, So., DE 12 0 0 0 -- -- --
Deron Jasper, So., DB 7 0 0 0 rs -- --
Ben Anderson, So., DL 6 0 0 0 rs -- --
Matt Braman, Sr., LB 3 0 0 0 0 0 --
Osahon Tongo, So., LB 2 0 0 0 rs -- --
Luke Snider, So., DL 2 0 0 0 rs -- --
Tyler Barrett, Sr., DB 1 0 0 0 0 0 rs
Steven Powers, So., DL 1 0 0 0 rs -- --
SPECIALISTS
Bret White, Sr., LS 29 0 0 0 0 0 rs
Mohamed Yahiaoui, Jr., PK 22 0 0 rs 0 0 --
Scott Blair, So., PK/P 13 0 0 0 -- -- --
Levi Walls, Sr., LS 1 0 0 0 0 0 rs

MISCELLANEOUS
Non- Letterwinners Starters

Class Breakdown Total Scholarship Scholarship Returning Returning
Seniors 20 13 7 17 5
Juniors 19 11 8 16 4
Sophomores 28 17 11 17 1
Redshirt Freshmen 22 11 11 - -
True Freshmen 21 21 0 - -

Non- Letterwinners Starters
Position Breakdown Total Scholarship Scholarship Returning Returning
Offense Total 55 32 23 22 4
Quarterbacks 7 4 3 2 0
Running Backs 14 7 7 6 0
Receivers 14 8 6 6 2
Linemen 21 14 7 9 3

Defense Total 47 40 7 25 4
Linemen 14 12 2 8 2
Linebackers 15 13 2 9 1
Secondary 18 15 3 8 1

Specialists Total 8 1 7 3 0
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ALABAMA (9) Pos. Class Hometown High School
90 T.J. Barnes DT Fr. Enterprise Enterprise
85 Austin Barrick WR So.-R Moody Moody
55 David Brown OL Sr.-R Madison Bob Jones
71 Cord Howard OT Jr.-R Phenix City Central
93 Michael Johnson DE Sr. Selma Dallas County
26 Dominique Reese CB So.-R Auburn Auburn
44 Albert Rocker LB Fr.-R New Market Sparkman
13 Tevin Washington QB Fr. Wetumpka Wetumpka
32 Jahi Word-Daniels CB Sr. Hoover Hoover

CALIFORNIA (1) Pos. Class Hometown High School
4 Brandon Leslie S Fr. Fresno Edison

COLORADO (1) Pos. Class Hometown High School
17 Matt Braman LB Sr. Niwot Niwot

FLORIDA (15) Pos. Class Hometown High School
79 Sean Bedford DE So.-R Gainesville Buchholz
47 Jake Blackwood S Jr.-R West Palm Beach King’s Academy

2 Mario Butler CB So. Ponte Vedra Beach Nease
33 Troy Garside S/PK-P Sr.-R Jacksonville Episcopal
29 Jon Lockhart CB Fr. Blountstown Blountstown
42 Malcolm Munroe LB Fr. Miami Coral Reef
24 Embry Peeples A-back Fr. Orlando Dr. Phillips
35 Michael Peterson CB Fr.-R Tampa Jesuit
28 Rashaad Reid CB Fr. St. Augustine St. Augustine
53 A.J. Smith OT Sr.-R Tampa Jesuit
83 Andrew Smith WR Sr.-R Tampa Jesuit
61 Phil Smith OT Fr. Tampa Jesuit
48 Richard Watson B-back Fr. Tallahassee FAMU
78 Clyde Yandell OL Fr.-R St. Augustine Nease

GEORGIA (65) Pos. Class Hometown High School
24 Chandler Anderson PK Fr.-R Columbus Shaw
87 Jake Avitabile WR Jr. Logansville South Gwinett
12 Anthony Barnes LB So.-R Cartersville Cartersville
14 Scott Blair PK So. Calhoun Calhoun
18 Calvin Booker QB Sr.-R Atlanta Mays
68 Drew Brannon OL So.-R Rockmart Rockmart

1 Morgan Burnett S So. College Park North Clayton
52 Travis Chambers LB Sr.-R Decatur Chamblee

7 Tony Clark LB Sr. Garden City Groves
75 Nick Claytor OT Fr.-R Gainesville Gainesville
82 R.B. Clyburn WR Fr.-R Cartersville Cartersville
88 Kevin Cone WR So. Stone Mountain St. Pius X Catholic
82 Kevin Crosby P So.-R Alpharetta Blessed Trinity
45 Jason Davis A-back Jr.-R Duluth Duluth
86 Tyler Davis WR Sr.-R Duluth Duluth
74 Trey Dunmon C Jr.-R Lilly Hawkinsville
21 Jonathan Dwyer B-back So. Marietta Kell
16 Bryce Dykes QB Fr.-R Atlanta Norcross
15 Correy Earls WR So.-R Macon Central
43 Tyler Evans A-back Jr. Acworth Harrison
17 Zach Fisher WR Fr.-R Marietta Kell
65 Andrew Folkner OL Sr.-R Marietta Wheeler
64 Andrew Gardner OT Sr.-R Tyrone Sandy Creek
70 Joseph Gilbert OL Fr.-R Cartersville Cartersville
97 Robert Hall DE So.-R Hawkinsville Hawkinsville

6 Jim Henry QB Fr.-R Hawkinsville Hawkinsville
72 Jason Hill T Jr.-R Atlanta Douglass
63 Chase Hudson OL Fr.-R Dacula Buford
59 Kyle Jackson LB Fr.-R McDonough Union Grove
25 DeRon Jasper S So.-R Dunwoody Dunwoody
51 Brad Jefferson LB So. Wrightsville Johnson County
20 Roddy Jones A-back Fr.-R Stone Mountain Chamblee
46 Matt Kamp B-back Jr.-R Alpharetta Milton
38 Quincy Kelly B-back So.-R Stone Mountain Decatur
79 Zach Krish 286 So.-R Snellville South Gwinnett
76 Jeff Lentz TE So.-R Marietta Lassiter
30 James Liipfert LB Sr.-R Marshallville Westfield
27 Jonathan Malone WR Jr. Marietta Pope

80 Daniel McKayhan WR Fr. Decatur Martin Luther King, Jr.
76 Nick McRae C Fr. Dublin Dublin

9 Josh Nesbitt QB So. Greensboro Greene County
69 Alex Paquette OL Jr.-R Stockbridge Eagles Landing
67 Steven Powers DL So.-R Rome Model
54 Michael Ray LS Fr.-R Roswell Roswell
25 Paul Reese WR Fr.-R Albany Deerfield Windsor School
40 Kamaron Riley CB Fr. Hawkinsville Hawkinsville
11 Jaybo Shaw QB Fr. Flowery Branch Flowery Branch
5 Greg Smith WR Jr.-R Atlanta Douglass

66 Luke Snider LB So.-R Norcross Norcross
61 Michael St. Denis OL Jr. Roswell
34 Steven Sylvester LB Fr. McDonough Union Grove
37 Jerrard Tarrant S Fr.-R Carrollton Carrollton
39 Cooper Taylor S Fr. Atlanta Marist School

8 Demaryius Thomas WR So.-R Dublin West Laurens
62 Omoregie Uzzi OG Fr. Chamblee Chamblee
12 Ian Vance PK So.-R Duluth Duluth

5 Alex Walker DB Fr.-R Augusta Westside
39 Josh Wallace A-back Fr.-R Columbus Central
35 Lance Walls B-back Jr.-R Dawsonville Dawson County
52 Levi Walls LS Sr.-R Dawsonville Dawson County
96 Logan Walls DL Fr.-R Dawsonville Dawson County
50 Bret White LS Sr.-R Marietta Marietta

6 Willie White DB Fr.-R Kingsland Camden County
88 Antonio Wilson DE Fr. Decatur Columbia
31 Mohamed Yahiaoui PK-P Jr.-R Roswell Roswell

ILLINOIS (1) Pos. Class Hometown High School
56 Osahon Tongo LB So.-R Naperville Naperville North

LOUISIANA (2) Pos. Class Hometown High School
92 Jason Peters DE Fr.-R Baton Rouge Catholic
95 Darryl Richard DT Sr.-R Destrehan Destrehan

MARYLAND (1) Pos. Class Hometown High School
16 Tyler Barrett S Sr.-R Hagerstown South Hagerstown

NORTH CAROLINA (1) Pos. Class Hometown High School
7 Doc Coppage QB Fr-R Raleigh North Raleigh Christian

NEW JERSEY (1) Pos. Class Hometown High School
77 Dan Voss G Jr.-R Cherry Hill St. Joseph’s Prep

OHIO (3) Pos. Class Hometown High School
57 Shane Bowen LB Jr. Pickerington Pickerington
58 B.J. Machen LB Fr. Hilliard Hilliard Darby
23 Quentin Sims WR Fr. Cincinnati Colerain

PENNSYLVANIA (2) Pos. Class Hometown High School
36 Lucas Cox B-back So.-R Lewisberry Red Land
91 Derrick Morgan DE So. Coatesville Coatesville

SOUTH CAROLINA (5) Pos. Class Hometown High School
98 Ben Anderson DT So.-R Aiken South Aiken
41 Anthony Egbuniwe DE So.-R Greenville James L. Mann
10 Martin Frierson S Jr.-R Columbia Irmo
54 Sedric Griffin LB Jr. Blair Fairfield Central
99 Vance Walker DT Sr. Fort Mill Fort Mill

TEXAS (5) Pos. Class Hometown High School
94 Elris Anyaibe DT Sr.-R DeSoto DeSoto
22 Jamaal Evans A-back Jr. Irving Irving
84 Tyler Melton WR Fr. Houston Langham Creek
60 Brad Sellers OL Jr.-R Grand Prairie Bowie

3 Marcus Wright A-back Fr. San Antonio Reagan

VIRGINIA (1) Pos. Class Hometown High School
49 Trevor Bray B-back So.-R Chesapeake Greenbrier Christian



GEORGIA TECH FOOTBALL 2008

Spring Practice By Position 
(Listed alphabetically / Depth chart not available until end of spring practice)

Georgia Tech Football 2008 7 Eleven Consecutive Bowl Appearances

OFFENSE
QB 18 Calvin Booker 6-4 234 Sr.-R

7 Doc Coppage 6-4 205 Fr-R
16 Bryce Dykes 6-1 181 Fr.-R

6 Jim Henry 5-11 172 Fr.-R
9 Josh Nesbitt 6-1 214 So.

B-Back 49 Trevor Bray 6-0 244 So.-R
36 Lucas Cox 6-0 254 So.-R
21 Jonathan Dwyer 6-0 228 So.
46 Matt Kamp 5-11 240 Jr.-R
38 Quincy Kelly 6-0 238 So.-R
35 Lance Walls 6-1 238 Jr.-R

A-Backs 45 Jason Davis 5-10 196 Jr.-R
22 Jamaal Evans 5-8 193 Jr.
43 Tyler Evans 5-8 186 Jr.
20 Roddy Jones 5-9 194 Fr.-R

5 Greg Smith 6-3 195 Jr.-R
39 Josh Wallace 5-10 191 Fr.-R

WRs 82 R.B. Clyburn 6-6 209 Fr.-R
86 Tyler Davis 6-0 199 Sr.-R
15 Correy Earls 6-0 190 So.-R
17 Zach Fisher 6-2 193 Fr.-R
27 Jonathan Malone 5-9 167 Jr.
84 Tyler Melton 6-0 199 Fr.
25 Paul Reese 6-0 178 Fr.-R
83 Andrew Smith 5-11 191 Sr.-R

8 Demaryius Thomas 6-3 229 So.-R

OL 85 Austin Barrick 6-3 254 So.-R
68 Drew Brannon 6-4 297 So.-R
55 David Brown 6-3 271 Sr.-R
75 Nick Claytor 6-6 304 Fr.-R
74 Trey Dunmon 6-4 292 Jr.-R
65 Andrew Folkner 6-0 299 Sr.-R
64 Andrew Gardner 6-6 297 Sr.-R
70 Joseph Gilbert 6-4 288 Fr.-R
72 Jason Hill 6-4 299 Jr.-R
71 Cord Howard 6-5 308 Jr.-R
63 Chase Hudson 6-2 268 Fr.-R
79 Zach Krish 6-5 286 So.-R
76 Jeff Lentz 6-5 252 So.-R
69 Alex Paquette 6-2 253 Jr.-R
60 Brad Sellers 6-2 252 Jr.-R
53 A.J. Smith 6-7 299 Sr.-R
61 Michael St. Denis 6-3 300 Jr.
77 Dan Voss 6-4 294 Jr.-R
78 Clyde Yandell 6-5 296 Fr.-R

DEFENSE
DL 98 Ben Anderson 6-2 271 So.-R

94 Elris Anyaibe 6-3 280 Sr.-R
79 Sean Bedford 6-1 268 So.-R
41 Anthony Egbuniwe 6-4 253 So.-R
97 Robert Hall 6-3 248 So.-R
93 Michael Johnson 6-7 247 Sr.
91 Derrick Morgan 6-4 270 So.
92 Jason Peters 6-4 272 Fr.-R
67 Steven Powers 6-2 226 So.-R
95 Darryl Richard 6-4 290 Sr.-R
96 Logan Walls 6-2 287 Fr.-R
99 Vance Walker 6-2 293 Sr.

LB 12 Anthony Barnes 6-3 231 So.-R
57 Shane Bowen 6-1 218 Jr.
17 Matt Braman 6-3 236 Sr.
52 Travis Chambers 5-11 232 Sr.-R

7 Tony Clark 6-1 207 Sr.
54 Sedric Griffin 5-11 239 Jr.
59 Kyle Jackson 6-0 226 Fr.-R
51 Brad Jefferson 6-2 227 So.
30 James Liipfert 6-0 234 Sr.-R
44 Albert Rocker 6-1 225 Fr.-R
56 Osahon Tongo 6-3 252 So.-R

DB 16 Tyler Barrett 5-10 186 Sr.-R
47 Jake Blackwood 6-1 180 Jr.-R

1 Morgan Burnett 6-1 198 So.
2 Mario Butler 6-1 181 So.

10 Martin Frierson 6-2 208 Jr.-R
33 Troy Garside 5-11 202 Sr.-R
25 DeRon Jasper 6-2 198 So.-R
35 Michael Peterson 5-11 185 Fr.-R
26 Dominique Reese 5-11 178 So.-R
66 Luke Snider 6-0 218 So.-R
37 Jerrard Tarrant 6-0 189 Fr.-R

5 Alex Walker 6-0 180 Fr.-R
6 Willie White 6-3 182 Fr.-R

32 Jahi Word-Daniels 6-0 194 Sr.

SPECIALISTS
Kickers/Punters

24 Chandler Anderson 5-11 193 Fr.-R
14 Scott Blair 6-0 173 So.
82 (p) Kevin Crosby 6-3 191 So.-R
12 Ian Vance 6-2 208 So.-R
31 Mohamed Yahiaoui 5-11 215 Jr.-R

Long Snappers
54 Michael Ray 5-10 195 Fr.-R
52 Levi Walls 6-2 216 Sr.-R
50 Bret White 5-11 240 Sr.-R



GEORGIA TECH FOOTBALL 2008

2008 Alphabetical Roster

Georgia Tech Football 2008 8 Eleven Consecutive Bowl Appearances

98* Ben Anderson DT 6-2 271 So.-R Aiken, S.C. (South Aiken)
24 (d)+ Chandler Anderson PK 5-11 193 Fr.-R Columbus, Ga. (Shaw)

94*** Elris Anyaibe DT 6-3 280 Sr.-R DeSoto, Texas (DeSoto)
87+ Jake Avitabile WR 6-2 175 Jr. Logansville, Ga. (South Gwinett)
12* Anthony Barnes LB 6-3 231 So.-R Cartersville, Ga. (Cartersville)
90 T.J. Barnes DT 6-7 325 Fr. Enterprise, Ala. (Enterprise)

16+ Tyler Barrett S 5-10 186 Sr.-R Hagerstown, Md. (South Hagerstown)
85 Austin Barrick WR 6-3 254 So.-R Moody, Ala. (Moody)

79+ Sean Bedford DE 6-1 268 So.-R Gainesville, Fla. (Buchholz)
47** Jake Blackwood S 6-1 180 Jr.-R West Palm Beach, Fla. (King’s Academy)
14+* Scott Blair PK/P 6-0 173 So. Calhoun, Ga. (Calhoun)

18* Calvin Booker QB 6-4 234 Sr.-R Atlanta, Ga. (Mays)
57** Shane Bowen LB 6-1 218 Jr. Pickerington, Ohio (Pickerington)
17** Matt Braman LB 6-3 236 Sr. Niwot, Colo. (Niwot)
68+ Drew Brannon OL 6-4 297 So.-R Rockmart, Ga. (Rockmart)

49 Trevor Bray B-back 6-0 244 So.-R Chesapeake, Va. (Greenbrier Christian)
55* David Brown OL 6-3 271 Sr.-R Madison, Ala. (Bob Jones)

1* Morgan Burnett S 6-1 198 So. College Park, Ga. (North Clayton)
2* Mario Butler CB 6-1 181 So. Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. (Nease)

52**(d) Travis Chambers LB 5-11 232 Sr.-R Decatur, Ga. (Chamblee)
7** Tony Clark LB 6-1 207 Sr. Garden City, Ga. (Groves)
75 Nick Claytor OT 6-6 304 Fr.-R Gainesville, Ga. (Gainesville)

82 (d)+ R.B. Clyburn WR 6-6 209 Fr.-R Cartersville, Ga. (Cartersville)
88 (d)+ Kevin Cone WR 6-2 202 So. Stone Mountain, Ga. (St. Pius X Catholic)

7 (d) Doc Coppage QB 6-4 205 Fr-R Raleigh, N.C. (North Raleigh Christian Acad.)
36^ Lucas Cox B-back 6-0 254 So.-R Lewisberry, Pa. (Red Land/Connecticut)

82 (d)+ Kevin Crosby P 6-3 191 So.-R Alpharetta, Ga. (Blessed Trinity)
45+* Jason Davis A-back 5-10 196 Jr.-R Duluth, Ga. (Duluth)
86+ Tyler Davis WR 6-0 199 Sr.-R Duluth, Ga. (Duluth)
74** Trey Dunmon C 6-4 292 Jr.-R Lilly, Ga. (Hawkinsville)
21* Jonathan Dwyer B-back 6-0 228 So. Marietta, Ga. (Kell)

16+ (d) Bryce Dykes QB 6-1 181 Fr.-R Atlanta, Ga. (Norcross)
15* Correy Earls WR 6-0 190 So.-R Macon, Ga. (Central)
41^ Anthony Egbuniwe DE 6-4 253 So.-R Greenville, S.C. (James L. Mann/Tulsa)

22** Jamaal Evans A-back 5-8 193 Jr. Irving, Texas (Irving)
43** Tyler Evans A-back 5-8 186 Jr. Acworth, Ga. (Harrison)

17 (d)+ Zach Fisher WR 6-2 193 Fr.-R Marietta, Ga. (Kell)
65+* Andrew Folkner OL 6-0 299 Sr.-R Marietta, Ga. (Wheeler)
10** Martin Frierson S 6-2 208 Jr.-R Columbia, S.C. (Irmo)

64*** Andrew Gardner OT 6-6 297 Sr.-R Tyrone, Ga. (Sandy Creek)
33**+ Troy Garside S/PK-P 5-11 202 Sr.-R Jacksonville, Fla. (Episcopal)

70 Joseph Gilbert OL 6-4 288 Fr.-R Cartersville, Ga. (Cartersville)
54** Sedric Griffin LB 5-11 239 Jr. Blair, S.C. (Fairfield Central)
97** Robert Hall DE 6-3 248 So.-R Hawkinsville, Ga. (Hawkinsville)

6 (d)+ Jim Henry QB 5-11 172 Fr.-R Hawkinsville, Ga. (Hawkinsville)
72* Jason Hill OT 6-4 299 Jr.-R Atlanta, Ga. (Douglass)

71** Cord Howard OT 6-5 308 Jr.-R Phenix City, Ala. (Central)
63 (d)+ Chase Hudson OL 6-2 268 Fr.-R Dacula, Ga. (Buford)

59 Kyle Jackson LB 6-0 226 Fr.-R McDonough, Ga. (Union Grove)
25* DeRon Jasper S 6-2 198 So.-R Dunwoody, Ga. (Dunwoody)
51* Brad Jefferson LB 6-2 227 So. Wrightsville, Ga. (Johnson County)

93*** Michael Johnson DE 6-7 247 Sr. Selma, Ala.  (Dallas County)
20 Roddy Jones A-back 5-9 194 Fr.-R Stone Mountain, Ga. (Chamblee)

46*+ Matt Kamp B-back 5-11 240 Jr.-R Alpharetta, Ga. (Milton)
38* Quincy Kelly B-back 6-0 238 So.-R Stone Mountain, Ga. (Decatur)

79 (d)+ Zach Krish OL 6-5 286 So.-R Snellville, Ga. (South Gwinnett)
76 (d)+ Jeff Lentz OL 6-5 252 So.-R Marietta, Ga. (Lassiter)

4 Brandon Leslie S 6-0 195 Fr. Fresno, Calif. (Edison)
30**+ James Liipfert LB 6-0 234 Sr.-R Marshallville, Ga.. (Westfield)

29 Jon Lockhart CB 6-0 190 Fr. Blountstown, Fla. (Blountstown)
58 B.J. Machen LB 6-1 225 Fr. Hilliard, Ohio (Hilliard Darby)

27*+ Jonathan Malone WR 5-9 167 Jr. Marietta, Ga. (Pope)
80 Daniel McKayhan WR 6-0 180 Fr. Decatur, Ga. (Martin Luther King, Jr.)
76 Nick McRae C 6-4 290 Fr. Dublin, Ga. (Dublin)
84 Tyler Melton WR 6-0 199 Fr. Houston, Texas (Langham Creek)

91* Derrick Morgan DE 6-4 270 So. Coatesville, Pa. (Coatesville)
42 Malcolm Munroe LB 6-3 215 Fr. Miami, Fla. (Coral Reef)
9* Josh Nesbitt QB 6-1 214 So. Greensboro, Ga. (Greene County)

69+ Alex Paquette OL 6-2 253 Jr.-R Stockbridge, Ga. (Eagles Landing)
24 Embry Peeples A-back 5-10 175 Fr. Orlando, Fla. (Dr. Phillips)
92 Jason Peters DE 6-4 272 Fr.-R Baton Rouge, La. (Catholic)
35 Michael Peterson CB 5-11 185 Fr.-R Tampa,Fla. (Jesuit)

67+ Steven Powers DL 6-2 226 So.-R Rome, Ga. (Model)

54+ Michael Ray LS 5-10 210 Jr. Roswell, Ga. (Roswell)
26* Dominique Reese CB 5-11 178 So.-R Auburn, Ala. (Auburn)

25 (d)+ Paul Reese WR 6-0 178 Fr.-R Albany, Ga. (Deerfield Windsor School)
28 Rashaad Reid CB 5-10 180 Fr. St. Augustine, Fla. (St. Augustine)

95*** Darryl Richard DT 6-4 290 Sr.-R Destrehan, La. (Destrehan)
40 Kamaron Riley CB 6-2 180 Fr. Hawkinsville, Ga. (Hawkinsville)
44 Albert Rocker LB 6-1 225 Fr.-R New Market, Ala. (Sparkman)

60** Brad Sellers OL 6-2 252 Jr.-R Grand Prairie, Texas  (Bowie)
11 Jaybo Shaw QB 6-0 190 Fr. Flowery Branch, Ga. (Flowery Branch)
23 Quentin Sims WR 6-3 190 Fr. Cincinnati, Ohio (Colerain)

53*** A.J. Smith OL 6-7 299 Sr.-R Tampa, Fla. (Jesuit)
83***+ Andrew Smith WR 5-11 191 Sr.-R Tampa, Fla. (Jesuit)

5** Greg Smith A-back 6-3 195 Jr.-R Atlanta, Ga. (Douglass)
61 Phil Smith OT 6-6 290 Fr. Tampa, Fla. (Jesuit)

66*+ Luke Snider DL 6-0 218 So.-R Norcross, Ga. (Norcross)
61 (d)+ Michael St. Denis OL 6-3 300 Fr.-R Roswell, Ga.

34 Steven Sylvester LB 6-2 225 Fr. McDonough, Ga. (Union Grove)
37 Jerrard Tarrant S 6-0 189 Fr.-R Carrollton, Ga. (Carrollton)
39 Cooper Taylor S 6-4 195 Fr. Atlanta, Ga. (Marist School)
8* Demaryius Thomas WR 6-3 229 So.-R Dublin, Ga. (West Laurens)

56* Osahon Tongo LB 6-3 252 So.-R Naperville, Ill. (Naperville North)
62 Omoregie Uzzi OG 6-3 291 Fr. Chamblee, Ga. (Chamblee)

12 (d)+ Ian Vance PK 6-2 208 So.-R Duluth, Ga. (Duluth)
77* Dan Voss G 6-4 294 Jr.-R Cherry Hill, N.J. (St. Joseph’s Prep)

5 (d) Alex Walker DB 6-0 180 Fr.-R Augusta, Ga. (Westside)
99*** Vance Walker DT 6-2 293 Sr. Fort Mill, S.C. (Fort Mill)

39 (d)+ Josh Wallace A-back 5-10 191 Fr.-R Columbus, Ga. (Central)
35 (d)+ Lance Walls B-back 6-1 238 Jr.-R Dawsonville, Ga. (Dawson County/BYU)

52 + Levi Walls LS 6-2 216 Sr.-R Dawsonville, Ga. (Dawson County)
96 Logan Walls DL 6-2 287 Fr.-R Dawsonville, Ga. (Dawson County)
13 Tevin Washington QB 6-1 205 Fr. Wetumpka, Ala. (Wetumpka)
48 Richard Watson B-back 6-1 225 Fr. Tallahassee, Fla. (FAMU HS)

50** Bret White LS 5-11 240 Sr.-R Marietta, Ga. (Marietta)
6 Willie White DB 6-3 182 Fr.-R Kingsland, Ga. (Camden County)

88 Antonio Wilson DE 6-6 220 Fr. Decatur, Ga. (Columbia)
32*** Jahi Word-Daniels CB 6-0 194 Sr. Hoover, Ala. (Hoover)

3 Marcus Wright A-back 5-8 175 Fr. San Antonio, Texas (Reagan)
31**+ Mohamed Yahiaoui PK-P 5-11 215 Jr.-R Roswell, Ga. (Roswell)

78 Clyde Yandell OL 6-5 296 Fr.-R St. Augustine, Fla. (Nease)

* Denotes number of letters earned 
+ Denotes non-scholarship player
^ Denotes transfer, eligible in 2008 
(d) Denotes duplicate number



GEORGIA TECH FOOTBALL 2008

2008 Numerical Roster

Georgia Tech Football 2008 9 Eleven Consecutive Bowl Appearances

1* Morgan Burnett S 6-1 198 So. College Park, Ga. (North Clayton)
2* Mario Butler CB 6-1 181 So. Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. (Nease)
3 Marcus Wright A-back 5-8 175 Fr. San Antonio, Texas (Reagan)
4 Brandon Leslie S 6-0 195 Fr. Fresno, Calif. (Edison)

5** Greg Smith A-back 6-3 195 Jr.-R Atlanta, Ga. (Douglass)
5 (d) Alex Walker DB 6-0 180 Fr.-R Augusta, Ga. (Westside)

6 Willie White DB 6-3 182 Fr.-R Kingsland, Ga. (Camden County)
6 (d)+ Jim Henry QB 5-11 172 Fr.-R Hawkinsville, Ga. (Hawkinsville)

7** Tony Clark LB 6-1 207 Sr. Garden City, Ga. (Groves)
7 (d) Doc Coppage QB 6-4 205 Fr-R Raleigh, N.C. (North Raleigh Christian Acad.)

8* Demaryius Thomas WR 6-3 229 So.-R Dublin, Ga. (West Laurens)
9* Josh Nesbitt QB 6-1 214 So. Greensboro, Ga. (Greene County)

10** Martin Frierson S 6-2 208 Jr.-R Columbia, S.C. (Irmo)
11 Jaybo Shaw QB 6-0 190 Fr. Flowery Branch, Ga. (Flowery Branch)

12* Anthony Barnes LB 6-3 231 So.-R Cartersville, Ga. (Cartersville)
12 (d)+ Ian Vance PK 6-2 208 So.-R Duluth, Ga. (Duluth)

13 Tevin Washington QB 6-1 205 Fr. Wetumpka, Ala. (Wetumpka)
14+* Scott Blair PK/P 6-0 173 So. Calhoun, Ga. (Calhoun)

15* Correy Earls WR 6-0 190 So.-R Macon, Ga. (Central)
16+ Tyler Barrett S 5-10 186 Sr.-R Hagerstown, Md. (South Hagerstown)

16+ (d) Bryce Dykes QB 6-1 181 Fr.-R Atlanta, Ga. (Norcross)
17** Matt Braman LB 6-3 236 Sr. Niwot, Colo. (Niwot)

17 (d)+ Zach Fisher WR 6-2 193 Fr.-R Marietta, Ga. (Kell)
18* Calvin Booker QB 6-4 234 Sr.-R Atlanta, Ga. (Mays)
20 Roddy Jones A-back 5-9 194 Fr.-R Stone Mountain, Ga. (Chamblee)

21* Jonathan Dwyer B-back 6-0 228 So. Marietta, Ga. (Kell)
22** Jamaal Evans A-back 5-8 193 Jr. Irving, Texas (Irving)

23 Quentin Sims WR 6-3 190 Fr. Cincinnati, Ohio (Colerain)
24 Embry Peeples A-back 5-10 175 Fr. Orlando, Fla. (Dr. Phillips)

24 (d)+ Chandler Anderson PK 5-11 193 Fr.-R Columbus, Ga. (Shaw)
25* DeRon Jasper S 6-2 198 So.-R Dunwoody, Ga. (Dunwoody)

25 (d)+ Paul Reese WR 6-0 178 Fr.-R Albany, Ga. (Deerfield Windsor School)
26* Dominique Reese CB 5-11 178 So.-R Auburn, Ala. (Auburn)

27*+ Jonathan Malone WR 5-9 167 Jr. Marietta, Ga. (Pope)
28 Rashaad Reid CB 5-10 180 Fr. St. Augustine, Fla. (St. Augustine)
29 Jon Lockhart CB 6-0 190 Fr. Blountstown, Fla. (Blountstown)

30**+ James Liipfert LB 6-0 234 Sr.-R Marshallville, Ga.. (Westfield)
31**+ Mohamed Yahiaoui PK-P 5-11 215 Jr.-R Roswell, Ga. (Roswell)
32*** Jahi Word-Daniels CB 6-0 194 Sr. Hoover, Ala. (Hoover)
33**+ Troy Garside S/PK-P 5-11 202 Sr.-R Jacksonville, Fla. (Episcopal)

34 Steven Sylvester LB 6-2 225 Fr. McDonough, Ga. (Union Grove)
35 Michael Peterson CB 5-11 185 Fr.-R Tampa,Fla. (Jesuit)

35 (d)+ Lance Walls B-back 6-1 238 Jr.-R Dawsonville, Ga. (Dawson County/BYU)
36^ Lucas Cox B-back 6-0 254 So.-R Lewisberry, Pa. (Red Land/Connecticut)
37 Jerrard Tarrant S 6-0 189 Fr.-R Carrollton, Ga. (Carrollton)

38* Quincy Kelly B-back 6-0 238 So.-R Stone Mountain, Ga. (Decatur)
39 Cooper Taylor S 6-4 195 Fr. Atlanta, Ga. (Marist School)

39 (d)+ Josh Wallace A-back 5-10 191 Fr.-R Columbus, Ga. (Central)
40 Kamaron Riley CB 6-2 180 Fr. Hawkinsville, Ga. (Hawkinsville)

41^ Anthony Egbuniwe DE 6-4 253 So.-R Greenville, S.C. (James L. Mann/Tulsa)
42 Malcolm Munroe LB 6-3 215 Fr. Miami, Fla. (Coral Reef)

43** Tyler Evans A-back 5-8 186 Jr. Acworth, Ga. (Harrison)
44 Albert Rocker LB 6-1 225 Fr.-R New Market, Ala. (Sparkman)

45+* Jason Davis A-back 5-10 196 Jr.-R Duluth, Ga. (Duluth)
46*+ Matt Kamp B-back 5-11 240 Jr.-R Alpharetta, Ga. (Milton)
47** Jake Blackwood S 6-1 180 Jr.-R West Palm Beach, Fla. (King’s Academy)

48 Richard Watson B-back 6-1 225 Fr. Tallahassee, Fla. (FAMU HS)
49 Trevor Bray B-back 6-0 244 So.-R Chesapeake, Va. (Greenbrier Christian)

50** Bret White LS 5-11 240 Sr.-R Marietta, Ga. (Marietta)
51* Brad Jefferson LB 6-2 227 So. Wrightsville, Ga. (Johnson County)

52 + Levi Walls LS 6-2 216 Sr.-R Dawsonville, Ga. (Dawson County)
52**(d) Travis Chambers LB 5-11 232 Sr.-R Decatur, Ga. (Chamblee)

53*** A.J. Smith OL 6-7 299 Sr.-R Tampa, Fla. (Jesuit)
54** Sedric Griffin LB 5-11 239 Jr. Blair, S.C. (Fairfield Central)
54+ Michael Ray LS 5-10 210 Jr. Roswell, Ga. (Roswell)
55* David Brown OL 6-3 271 Sr.-R Madison, Ala. (Bob Jones)
56* Osahon Tongo LB 6-3 252 So.-R Naperville, Ill. (Naperville North)

57** Shane Bowen LB 6-1 218 Jr. Pickerington, Ohio (Pickerington)
58 B.J. Machen LB 6-1 225 Fr. Hilliard, Ohio (Hilliard Darby)
59 Kyle Jackson LB 6-0 226 Fr.-R McDonough, Ga. (Union Grove)

60** Brad Sellers OL 6-2 252 Jr.-R Grand Prairie, Texas  (Bowie)
61 Phil Smith OT 6-6 290 Fr. Tampa, Fla. (Jesuit)

61 (d)+ Michael St. Denis OL 6-3 300 Fr.-R Roswell, Ga.

62 Omoregie Uzzi OG 6-3 291 Fr. Chamblee, Ga. (Chamblee)
63 (d)+ Chase Hudson OL 6-2 268 Fr.-R Dacula, Ga. (Buford)

64*** Andrew Gardner OT 6-6 297 Sr.-R Tyrone, Ga. (Sandy Creek)
65+* Andrew Folkner OL 6-0 299 Sr.-R Marietta, Ga. (Wheeler)
66*+ Luke Snider DL 6-0 218 So.-R Norcross, Ga. (Norcross)
67+ Steven Powers DL 6-2 226 So.-R Rome, Ga. (Model)
68+ Drew Brannon OL 6-4 297 So.-R Rockmart, Ga. (Rockmart)
69+ Alex Paquette OL 6-2 253 Jr.-R Stockbridge, Ga. (Eagles Landing)

70 Joseph Gilbert OL 6-4 288 Fr.-R Cartersville, Ga. (Cartersville)
71** Cord Howard OT 6-5 308 Jr.-R Phenix City, Ala. (Central)
72* Jason Hill OT 6-4 299 Jr.-R Atlanta, Ga. (Douglass)

74** Trey Dunmon C 6-4 292 Jr.-R Lilly, Ga. (Hawkinsville)
75 Nick Claytor OT 6-6 304 Fr.-R Gainesville, Ga. (Gainesville)
76 Nick McRae C 6-4 290 Fr. Dublin, Ga. (Dublin)

76 (d)+ Jeff Lentz OL 6-5 252 So.-R Marietta, Ga. (Lassiter)
77* Dan Voss G 6-4 294 Jr.-R Cherry Hill, N.J. (St. Joseph’s Prep)
78 Clyde Yandell OL 6-5 296 Fr.-R St. Augustine, Fla. (Nease)

79+ Sean Bedford DE 6-1 268 So.-R Gainesville, Fla. (Buchholz)
79 (d)+ Zach Krish OL 6-5 286 So.-R Snellville, Ga. (South Gwinnett)

80 Daniel McKayhan WR 6-0 180 Fr. Decatur, Ga. (Martin Luther King, Jr.)
82 (d)+ Kevin Crosby P 6-3 191 So.-R Alpharetta, Ga. (Blessed Trinity)
82 (d)+ R.B. Clyburn WR 6-6 209 Fr.-R Cartersville, Ga. (Cartersville)
83***+ Andrew Smith WR 5-11 191 Sr.-R Tampa, Fla. (Jesuit)

84 Tyler Melton WR 6-0 199 Fr. Houston, Texas (Langham Creek)
85 Austin Barrick WR 6-3 254 So.-R Moody, Ala. (Moody)

86+ Tyler Davis WR 6-0 199 Sr.-R Duluth, Ga. (Duluth)
87+ Jake Avitabile WR 6-2 175 Jr. Logansville, Ga. (South Gwinett)

88 Antonio Wilson DE 6-6 220 Fr. Decatur, Ga. (Columbia)
88 (d)+ Kevin Cone WR 6-2 202 So. Stone Mountain, Ga. (St. Pius X Catholic)

90 T.J. Barnes DT 6-7 325 Fr. Enterprise, Ala. (Enterprise)
91* Derrick Morgan DE 6-4 270 So. Coatesville, Pa. (Coatesville)
92 Jason Peters DE 6-4 272 Fr.-R Baton Rouge, La. (Catholic)

93*** Michael Johnson DE 6-7 247 Sr. Selma, Ala.  (Dallas County)
94*** Elris Anyaibe DT 6-3 280 Sr.-R DeSoto, Texas (DeSoto)
95*** Darryl Richard DT 6-4 290 Sr.-R Destrehan, La. (Destrehan)

96 Logan Walls DL 6-2 287 Fr.-R Dawsonville, Ga. (Dawson County)
97** Robert Hall DE 6-3 248 So.-R Hawkinsville, Ga. (Hawkinsville)
98* Ben Anderson DT 6-2 271 So.-R Aiken, S.C. (South Aiken)

99*** Vance Walker DT 6-2 293 Sr. Fort Mill, S.C. (Fort Mill)

* Denotes number of letters earned 
+ Denotes non-scholarship player
^ Denotes transfer, eligible in 2008 
(d) Denotes duplicate number
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Georgia Tech will still play its home football games at Historic Grant Field/Bobby
Dodd Stadium. Almost everything else concerning Yellow Jacket football will have
a new look in 2008.

Paul Johnson, a proven winner at Georgia Southern and more recently at Navy,
enters his first season as Georgia Tech’s head coach. Johnson, who replaced Chan
Gailey in December, has brought his option-based spread offense and six new as-
sistant coaches to The Flats.

With all the changes, excitement around the program has been revived. John-
son won national championships at Georgia Southern and took Navy to an un-
precedented level. How long will it take current Yellow Jacket players to master
his unique schemes? And how long will it be before Tech competes for an ACC
Championship?

“I believe that to win football games you must be able to run the football and
stop the run,” said Johnson, whose Navy teams led the nation in rushing in 2005,
2006 and 2007. “I think that’s been true for a long period of time. That’s the way
we are going to approach it. 

“We’ll go in trying to make sure we can run the ball on offense. That doesn’t
mean we aren’t going to throw the ball. We hope to have a good passing attack as
well. On the flip-side, we have to be able to stop the run. No matter how many
guys you have to put up there, that has to be priority No. 1.”

There are several misconceptions about Johnson’s spread offense. While there
is a definite emphasis on the run, the offense is built around misdirection and has
the potential to churn out yards -- and points -- in a hurry.

Johnson’s 2007 Navy team closed the 2007 season by scoring 30 or more points
in six consecutive games. Only Florida, with seven, owned a longer streak. Navy
had 25 scoring drives of two minutes or less in 2007, which ranked 10th nationally.
Of the Midshipmen’s 25 scoring drives of two minutes or less, 22 resulted in touch-
downs.

"Our system isn't much different from what everybody else is running," Johnson
said. "Pretty much everybody is running what we're running, but they're doing it
out of the shotgun. We're just doing it from under center.

"I think the system is varied enough to where we can tweak it to fit the players
we have here. We've added a lot of different things at the schools where we've
been in the past. We threw it a lot more at Hawai’i [when Johnson was the offen-
sive coordinator there]. We ran it more at Navy. I envision it being somewhere in
between here."

Johnson and his mostly-new staff -- three coaches remain from the previous
staff -- will have their work cut out for them in 2008. Gone from last year’s 7-6 team
(4-4 in the ACC) are 14 starters, including the ACC’s two-time leading rusher
Tashard Choice. The Yellow Jackets must also fill holes on the offensive line, re-
place two-thirds of the starting linebacker corps and three-fourths of the starting
secondary.

Also gone is perhaps the best kicker-punter duo in Georgia Tech history. Kicker
Travis Bell was the second-leading scorer in school history and punter Durant
Brooks was the 2007 Ray Guy Award winner.

In addition, Tech is still feeling effects of an NCAA probation that ended in De-
cember. When fall practice begins in late July, only 73 Yellow Jackets may be on
scholarship. The numbers will eventually climb closer to the NCAA limit of 85, but
for now Tech’s numbers are thin.

The Yellow Jacket cupboard, however, is far from bare. There are 50 returning
letterwinners, including eight starters, two of which -- senior offensive tackle An-
drew Gardner and senior defensive tackle Vance Walker -- were first team All-
ACC selections in 2007. 

Walker anchors the defensive line, which could potentially be one of the
strongest groups in the ACC, if not all of college football. Walker and fellow senior
defensive tackle Darryl Richard form a talented run-stopping, pass-rushing duo.
Last year Walker and Richard combined for 25.5 tackles-for-loss, 13 sacks and
four forced fumbles. Senior defensive end Michael Johnson is a 6-7, 247-pound
pass-rush specialist who has potential to be an NFL draft pick.

Tech returns just one starting linebacker -- sophomore Shane Bowen -- and
just one starter from the secondary -- senior cornerback Jahi Word-Daniels -- but
the Jackets aren’t as thin in those areas as it appears on paper.

Sophomore Anthony Barnes started three games at outside linebacker and
was a regular part of the rotation. Sophomore defensive back Morgan Burnett
was one of the ACC’s top non-starters in 2007 and was a member of the Sporting
News’ ACC All-Freshmen Team.

On the offensive line, the Yellow Jackets must replace guards Matt Rhodes and
Nate McManus and center Kevin Tuminello. Those three players combined for 119
career starts and Tuminello was Tech’s starter at center for three seasons.

Gardner, a first team All-ACC selection in 2007, is the leader of the group with
39 consecutive starting assignments entering 2008. He’ll have help from junior
Cord Howard, a returning starter at tackle, and senior tackle A.J. Smith, who has
six career starts. Junior Dan Voss started the final seven games of 2007 at guard.

The big question on offense is which quarterback will direct Tech’s spread op-
tion-based attack. Sophomore Josh Nesbitt, who played in 11 games as a true
freshman, has the build and the athleticism if he can grasp the scheme before Au-
gust. Senior Calvin Booker, a former Auburn transfer, played well in the final game
of the 2007 regular season and in the bowl game as well.

Tech loses its starting tailback (Choice) and underrated starting fullback (Mike
Cox) and a number of candidates could help carry the load this fall.

The leading returning rusher is true sophomore Jonathan Dwyer, who rushed
for 436 yards and nine touchdowns last season as a rookie. Dwyer enters spring
drills as the top candidate to start at the B-back position.

The new-look offense will include two slot or A-backs and two wide receivers.
Those positions are closely related and who plays what position will be determined
in the spring.

Junior Greg Smith is Tech’s leading returning receiver after reeling in 37 passes
for 588 yards last season. Smith worked out this spring at the A-back position,
which means he will have rushing attempts in addition to catching passes. Soph-
omore Demaryius “Bay-Bay” Thomas was close behind Smith with 35 recep-
tions for 558 yards.

Sophomore Correy Earls, who overcame a neck injury last season, has the
versatility and speed to excel at either receiver or slot back. Junior Jamaal Evans
played in 11 games last season at tailback and started against Virginia Tech when
Choice was out with a knee injury.

The biggest shoes to fill may be at kicker and punter where Bell and Brooks

Sophomore WR Demaryius ThomasSenior OT Andrew Gardner
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formed one of college football’s best duos in 2007. Bell scored a team-high 106
points last season and converted 23-of-28 field goal attempts. Brooks was out-
standing, punting for an average of 45.1 yards, earning first team All-America hon-
ors and he left Tech with the highest career punting average in the history of the
ACC.

True sophomore walk-on Scott Blair was a hidden gem on Tech’s special teams
last year. Handling the Yellow Jackets’ kickoff duties, Blair helped Tech rank third
nationally in kickoff return yardage defense. Blair is a candidate to start at both
kicker and punter. Junior Mohamed Yahiaoui handled the kickoffs in 2006 and sat
out last season as a redshirt.

Senior Bret White returns as the dependable long-snapper.

Paul Johnson’s Coaching Staff
Paul Johnson’s first staff at Georgia Tech is an intriguing mix. He retained three

defensive coaches from the previous Yellow Jacket staff, brought three assistant
coaches with him from Navy, and recruited three other veteran coaches he has
longstanding ties with. The result is a cohesive staff that is concerned with overall
team performance and not just the performance of their specific unit.

Johnson retained Giff Smith (defensive line), Brian Jean-Mary (linebackers) and
Charles Kelly (cornerbacks). Kelly moves to defense after serving last season as
special teams coach.

Brian Bohannon (B-backs and quarterbacks), Jeff Monken (slot backs and spe-
cial teams) and Todd Spencer (co-offensive line) come to Georgia Tech after pre-
viously working with Johnson at Navy.

Johnson hired Dave Wommack (defensive coordinator), who served last season
as linebackers coach at Southern Mississippi. Al “Buzz” Preston (wide receivers)
coached at New Mexico last year and began his association with Johnson two
decades earlier at Hawai’i. Johnson also hired Mike Sewak (co-offensive line), a
veteran coach who actually replaced Johnson as Georgia Southern’s head coach
in 2002.

Sewak and Spencer will work together to coach the offensive line. Combined,
Sewak and Spencer have more than 50 years of coaching experience. Monken
has the title of special teams coordinator, but every assistant coach will have a role
in special teams.

The Schedule
The ACC schedule-makers did no favors to first-year head coach Paul John-

son. After opening the season on a Thursday night with Jacksonville State, the Yel-
low Jackets play on consecutive September Saturdays on the road against Boston
College and Virginia Tech. The Eagles and Hokies were the ACC’s divisional cham-
pions in 2007 and played in the ACC Championship Game.

Tech’s road schedule may be one of the most difficult in all of college football.
In addition to playing at Boston College and Virginia Tech, the Yellow Jackets also
travel to Clemson, North Carolina and Georgia.

Georgia Tech will play home games against Jacksonville State, Mississippi State,
Duke, Gardner-Webb, Virginia, Florida State and Miami.

Mississippi State is coming off an 8-5 season in which the Bulldogs won the Lib-
erty Bowl. Florida State is back on Tech’s schedule for the first time since 2003. The
game against Miami will be a Thursday night game televised nationally by ESPN.

Johnson On The Recruiting Class
“We’re really excited about how it turned out. We think we addressed some

needs at a number of positions. We went after some guys who can run and we
think we accomplished that with some speed guys. We found a few big guys to
play up front on the offensive line. On defense, we feel like we found some good
linebackers who can run and do some things within our scheme that will really fit.
In the secondary we found some guys who can play multiple positions -- either
safety or corner and they can switch over and play skill positions on offense.”

QUARTERBACK
Letterwinners Returning: 2 Letterwinners Lost: 1
Calvin Booker (Sr./6-4/234) Taylor Bennett (Jr.)
Josh Nesbitt (Fr.,/6-1/214)

Redshirt Freshmen: 0 True Freshmen: 2
None Jaybo Shaw (6-0/190)

Tevin Washington (6-1/205)

Some might think it’s a two-horse race for the starting quarterback job between
athletic sophomore Josh Nesbitt and senior Calvin Booker. After Taylor Bennett,
the starter in 2007, announced that he was transferring, Nesbitt and Booker are the
only two returnees with experience under center.

And while Nesbitt and Booker may be the leaders, anything is possible this
spring. It’s not out of the question, coach Paul Johnson has suggested, that a quar-
terback could emerge from anywhere -- perhaps someone currently listed as a de-
fensive back, for example. In addition, the Yellow Jackets signed two freshmen
QBs ideal for running the option.

Nesbitt has the tools to be an outstanding spread offense quarterback. He is
Tech’s second-leading returning rusher (339 yards), averaging 6.4 yards per carry.
Nesbitt only completed 5-of-13 passes as a true freshman, but has underrated arm
strength.

Booker, who came to Georgia Tech after transferring from Auburn, played most
of his significant snaps in the final game of the 2007 regular season against Geor-
gia and in the Humanitarian Bowl vs. Fresno State. Booker completed 11-of-21
passes for 167 yards and one touchdown last year.

Two true freshmen -- Jaybo Shaw and Tevin Washington -- will both get a look
in the fall.

B-Back
Letterwinners Returning: 3 Letterwinners Lost: 1
Jonathan Dwyer (So./6-0/228) Mike Cox (Sr.)
Matt Kamp (Jr./5-11/240)
Quincy Kelly (So./6-0/238)

Redshirt Freshmen: 0 True Freshmen: 1
None Richard Watson (6-1/225)

No position demonstrates the difference between last year’s Georgia Tech of-
fense and this year’s edition than the B-back position. Playing directly behind the
quarterback, the B-back in Paul Johnson’s spread offense could potentially be one
of the team’s leading rushers. The fullback position in the old offense was prima-
rily a blocker.

There is no question that Tech will miss fullback Mike Cox, who may have been
one of the best blocking backs in college football. However, the Yellow Jackets
have a rising star at B-back in sophomore Jonathan Dwyer.

Dwyer, who last year rushed for 436 yards (5.3 yards per carry) and nine touch-

Senior DT Vance WalkerSenior DT Darryl Richard
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downs as a true freshman, is Tech’s leading returning rusher. If Dwyer can pro-
duce the toughness it takes to play the position, he could have a big year.

Behind Dwyer is junior Matt Kamp and sophomore Quincy Kelly, although nei-
ther has much experience. True freshman Richard Watson, a huge back from
Florida, will arrive in the fall. Other players this spring could compete at the posi-
tion.

Slot Back / Wide Receiver
Letterwinners Returning: 8 Letterwinners Lost: 4
Jason Davis (Jr./5-10/196) Tashard Choice (Sr.)
Correy Earls (So./6-0/190) D.J. Donley (Fr.)
Jamaal Evans (Jr./5-8/193) Rashaun Grant (Sr.)
Tyler Evans (Jr./5-8/186) James Johnson (Jr.)
Jonathan Malone (Jr./5-9/167)
Andrew Smith (Sr./5-11/191)
Greg Smith (Jr./6-3/195)
Demaryius Thomas (So./6-3/229)

Redshirt Freshmen: 1 True Freshmen: 5
Roddy Jones (5-9/194) Daniel McKayhan (6-0/180)

Tyler Melton (6-0/199)
Embry Peeples (5-10/175)
Quentin Sims (6-3/190)
Marcus Wright (5-8/175)

Tashard Choice would have fit nicely into Paul Johnson’s offense. A tough, hard-
nosed player who played with pain, Choice led the ACC in rushing in both 2006 and
2007. Choice, however, is trying to make it in the NFL after graduating in Decem-
ber.

Who plays the two A-back (or slot back) positions and the two wide receiver po-
sitions is very much undetermined and up for grabs.Both positions require speed,
and despite losing Choice and Rashaun Grant, the Yellow Jackets have a number
of capable, experienced candidates.

Junior Greg Smith and sophomore Demaryius “Bay-Bay” Thomas were
Tech’s top two receivers last season. Smith and Thomas had almost identical num-
bers and combined for 52 receptions and more than 1,100 receiving yards. Thomas
appears to stay at receiver while Smith may move over to the A-back position.

Sophomore Correy Earls, perhaps the quickest player on the roster, is one of
a number of players who could play either position.

Junior Jamaal Evans, a 5-8 speedster, has seen significant action the past two
years at running back and made a start last year against Virginia Tech. Many eyes
will also be on redshirt freshman Roddy Jones, a player last year’s coaching staff
was tempted to play as a true freshman.

Senior receiver Andrew Smith and juniors Jason Davis and Tyler Evans bring
some added experience and depth.

Five talented true freshman who could play one or both positions come on board
in the fall.

Offensive Line
Letterwinners Returning: 9 Letterwinners Lost: 5
David Brown (Sr./6-3/271) Jacob Lonowski (Jr./Injured)
Trey Dunmon (Jr./6-4/292) Nate McManus (Sr.)
Andrew Folkner (Sr./6-0/299) Colin Peek (So./Tight End)
Andrew Gardner (Sr./6-6/297) Matt Rhodes (Sr.)
Jason Hill (Jr./6-4/299) Kevin Tuminello (Sr.)
Cord Howard (Jr./6-5/308)
Brad Sellers (Jr./6-2/252)
A.J. Smith (Sr./6-7/299)
Dan Voss (Jr./6-4/294)

Redshirt Freshmen: 3 True Freshmen: 3
Nick Claytor (6-6/304) Nick McRae (6-4/290)
Joseph Gilbert (6-4/288) Phil Smith (6-6/290)
Clyde Yandell (6-5/296) Omoregie Uzzi (6-3/291)

The Yellow Jacket offensive line lost a group of experienced veterans, but return
a strong nucleus that will have to learn the new offensive scheme in a hurry.

The leader of the group is senior tackle Andrew Gardner, a first team All-ACC
selection last season. Gardner was a big reason Tech was so efficient in the run
and in protecting the quarterback the last two years.

Tech also returns a pair of junior tackles with starting experience. Cord Howard,
6-5, and A.J. Smith, 6-7, rotated at one tackle position last year. Junior Dan Voss
began last season as a reserve at guard, but started the final seven games.

The Jackets will need to find a replacement for three-year starting center Kevin
Tuminello and the likely candidate is junior Trey Dunmon, the only player on the
roster who saw playing time at center last season. 

Junior tackle Jason Hill was forced into action late last season. Senior David
Brown is a utility player, seeing limited action last year anywhere from guard to tight
end. Junior Brad Sellers, who began last season as the back-up at tight end be-
fore getting hurt in September, moves inside to the offensive line this spring.

Three redshirt freshmen -- Nick Claytor, Joseph Gilbert and Clyde Yandell -
- should make an immediate impact.

Defensive Line
Letterwinners Returning: 8 Letterwinners Lost: 3
Ben Anderson (So./6-2/271) Marcus Harris (Sr.)
Elris Anyaibe (Sr./6-3/280) Adamm Oliver (Sr.)
Robert Hall (So./6-3/248) Darrell Robertson (Sr.)
Michael Johnson (Sr./6-7/247)
Derrick Morgan (So./6-4/270)
Darryl Richard (Sr./6-4/290)
Luke Snider (So./6-0/218)
Vance Walker (Sr./6-2/293)

Redshirt Freshmen: 2 True Freshmen: 2
Jason Peters (6-4/272) T.J. Barnes (6-7/325)
Logan Walls (6-2/287) Antonio Wilson (6-6/220)

The defensive line, paced by a pair of returning senior starters at defensive
tackle, could be one of Georgia Tech’s real strengths in 2008. 

Seniors Vance Walker, a first team All-ACC selection in 2007, and Darryl
Richard anchor the defensive line. Walker had 14 tackles-for-loss and a team-
best 8.5 sacks a year ago. Richard added 11.5 TFLs and 4.5 sacks. Together,
Walker and Richard helped Georgia Tech lead the nation in sacks and rank fourth
nationally in tackles-for-loss.

Also back at tackle is senior Elris Anyaibe, the top reserve at that position a year
ago, and Ben Anderson, who saw relief duty at tackle last season as a freshman.

The Yellow Jackets lost starting defensive ends Darrell Robertson and Adamm
Oliver, but veterans are prepared to fill those shoes. Senior Michael Johnson is
a highly-athletic pass rusher who is difficult to block. Last season Johnson had 6.0
tackles-for-loss, 4.0 sacks, a team-best four quarterback hurries, he forced three
fumbles and blocked two kicks. Derrick Morgan, who impressed last season as a

Senior DE Michael JohnsonSophomore RB Jonathan Dwyer
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true freshman, is a prime candidate to start at the other end.
Sophomore Robert Hall, who cracked the two-deep early last season before

suffering injuries that kept him out most of the year, should also compete for a
starting role. Two redshirt freshmen -- Jason Peters and Logan Walls -- add depth
along the defensive line.

Two good-sized true freshmen -- 6-7 T.J. Barnes and 6-6 Antonio Wilson -- join
the ranks this fall.

Linebacker
Letterwinners Returning: 9 Letterwinners Lost: 2
Anthony Barnes (So./6-3/231) Gary Guyton (Sr.)
Shane Bowen (Jr./6-1/218) Philip Wheeler (Sr.)
Matt Braman (Sr./6-3/236)
Travis Chambers (Sr./5-11/232)
Tony Clark (Sr./6-1/207)
Sedric Griffin (Jr./5-11/239)
Brad Jefferson (So./6-2/227)
James Liipfert (Sr./6-0/234)
Osahon Tongo (So./6-3/252)

Redshirt Freshmen: 2 True Freshmen: 3
Kyle Jackson (6-0/226) B.J. Machen (6-2/225)
Albert Rocker (6-1/225) Malcom Munroe (6-3/215)

Steven Sylvester (6-2/225)

Two-thirds of last year’s starting linebacker corps -- Gary Guyton and Philip
Wheeler -- are trying to make NFL rosters, leaving an opportunity for several young
players.

Two players with starting experience -- junior Shane Bowen and sophomore
Anthony Barnes -- are back in the fold. Bowen, who may miss spring drills after
shoulder surgery, started 10 games at outside linebacker last season and recorded
34 tackles and 3.0 sacks. Barnes started the other three games, made 29 tackles
including 6.0 tackles-for-loss.

True sophomore Brad Jefferson played in 12 games last season, mostly on
special teams. A number of players including senior Tony Clark, junior Sedric Grif-
fin, senior Matt Braman, senior James Liipfert and sophomore Osahon Tongo
will all compete for playing time. Senior Travis Chambers is also back in the mix
after not being on the roster last season.

Two redshirt freshmen -- Kyle Jackson and Albert Rocker -- will get a look as
well. Three true freshmen linebackers -- B.J. Machen, Malcom Munroe and
Steven Sylvester -- give the Yellow Jackets plenty of youth-laden depth.

Secondary
Letterwinners Returning: 8 Letterwinners Lost: 5
Jake Blackwood (Jr./6-1/280) Pat Clark (Sr.)
Morgan Burnett (So./6-1/198) Joe Gaston (Sr.)
Mario Butler (So./6-1/181) Djay Jones (Sr.)
Martin Frierson (Jr./6-2/208) Jamal Lewis (Sr.)
Troy Garside (Sr./5-11/202) Avery Roberson (Sr.)
DeRon Jasper (So./6-2/198)
Dominique Reese (So./5-11/178)
Jahi Word-Daniels (Sr./6-0/194)

Redshirt Freshmen: 3 True Freshmen: 5
Michael Peterson (5-11/185) Brandon Leslie (6-0/195)
Jerrard Tarrant (6-0/189) Jon Lockhart (6-0/190)
Willie White (6-3/182) Rashaad Reid (5-10/180)

Kamaron Riley (6-2/180)
Cooper Taylor (6-4/195)

Three-fourths of the starting secondary are gone, but a number of young and tal-
ented players are prepared to step in.

The most experienced returnee in the secondary is two-year starting senior cor-
nerback Jahi Word-Daniels, who had 56 tackles, a team-best eight pass break-
ups and two interceptions last year. The Jackets also return a rising star in
sophomore Morgan Burnett, who can play any position in the secondary and led
the team as a true freshman in interceptions with three.

Sophomore Mario Butler also played as a true freshman, seeing action at cor-
nerback and on special teams. Junior Jake Blackwood has seen significant duty
at safety in each of the past two seasons. Sophomore Dominique Reese was one
of Tech’s best special teams players in 2007.

Sophomore Deron Jasper is athletic but inexperienced and junior Martin Frier-
son has seen action in the secondary and at receiver during his career. Senior
walk-on Troy Garside has been an outstanding special teams player the last two
seasons and began practicing with the secondary last fall.

Three redshirt freshmen -- Michael Peterson, Jerrard Tarrant and Willie White
-- have an opportunity to contribute this fall. White will move to defensive back this
spring after playing receiver as a true freshman.

Georgia Tech also signed five true freshman defensive backs.

Kickers/Punters
Letterwinners Returning: 2 Letterwinners Lost: 2
Scott Blair (So./6-0/173) Travis Bell (Sr.)
Mohamed Yahiaoui (Jr./5-11/215) Durant Brooks (Sr.)

Redshirt Freshmen: 0 True Freshmen: 0

There is no getting around the fact that the Yellow Jackets lost one of the best
kickers (Travis Bell) and punters (Durant Brooks) in school history. Even so, Tech
may not lose much ground in the kicking department.

Scott Blair got to reveal only a portion of his skills last fall when he handled
Tech’s kickoffs. Behind Blair’s leg, Tech ranked among the nation’s leaders in kick-
off return yardage defense. But Blair should get an opportunity to do more this sea-
son. He has shown -- at least in practice and previously on the high school level --
that he can also punt and kick field goals.

Because the Jackets were so loaded at kicker last year, junior Mohamed
Yahiaoui was able to redshirt. In 2006, Yahiaoui handled the majority of Tech’s
kickoffs and will compete for a role as field goal kicker.

Senior Bret White returns as the capable and dependable long-snapper.

Sophomore DB Morgan BurnettJunior WR Greg Smith



GEORGIA TECH FOOTBALL 2008

Head Coach Paul Johnson
Western Carolina (1979) / 1st year at Georgia Tech / 107-39 in 11 seasons overall

Georgia Tech Football 2008 14 Eleven Consecutive Bowl Appearances

A highly-successful coach at the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy for six seasons and previously at Georgia South-
ern, Paul Johnson was named head football coach
at Georgia Tech on December 7, 2007. Johnson is
the 12th head coach in Yellow Jacket football history. 

Johnson coached six years at Navy, where in 2007
the Midshipmen won a fifth straight Commander-In-
Chief's Trophy, earned a postseason bowl bid for the
fifth consecutive year and beat Notre Dame for the
first time since 1963. 

Johnson was a finalist for the 2007 Liberty Mutual
National Coach of the Year. 

In six seasons at Navy, Johnson compiled a record of 45-29. In 11 seasons over-
all, Johnson’s career record stands at 107-39. 

Johnson took over a Navy football program that was coming off the worst two-
year span in its 123-year history (1-20) and had recorded just two winning sea-
sons in the last 20 years. After a 2-10 mark in Johnson's first year, the Midshipmen
achieved what many thought was no longer possible at an Academy. Johnson
brought the Midshipmen back into the national spotlight with a 43-19 (.694) record
over the last four-plus years. 

Johnson dominated the other two Service Academies like no other coach in the
school's annals, posting an 11-1 (.917) overall record, including a perfect 6-0 mark
against rival Army. Last year's senior class was the first in school history to post a
perfect 8-0 mark against Army and Air Force. 

"Paul Johnson is the best fit, the best choice for the Georgia Tech head coach-
ing position," Georgia Tech athletic director Dan Radakovich said. "He will educate
young men, represent Georgia Tech at the highest level, he will win football games
and play for championships. 

"He accomplished feats at a Service Academy that many thought were not pos-
sible. He looks at his talent and maximizes it. Whether as an assistant coach at
Hawai'i, or as the head coach at Georgia Southern or Navy, he has figured out
how to be successful." 

Johnson's Navy teams improved as each season progressed. Over the last five
years, Navy posted a 13-2 (.867) record over the final three games of the season
and outscored the opposition 611-335 in those contests. In games in which John-
son had more than a week to prepare for an opponent, the Midshipmen went 15-
6 (.714) over the last four years combined. 

The Midshipmen led the nation in rushing last season for an unprecedented
third consecutive year, producing more than 350 yards per game. Under Johnson,
Navy never finished lower than third nationally in rushing offense. 

Navy ranked among the nation's highest-scoring teams last season, averaging
39.92 points per outing. The 2007 Mids also ranked in the top 10 nationally in kick-
off returns and in fewest sacks allowed. 

Johnson's teams have been successful off the field as well as Navy ranked No.
1 in the country in graduation rates. 

In 2004, Johnson was named Bobby Dodd National Coach of the Year after
leading Navy to a 10-2 record, tying the school record for wins set in 1905, and won
a bowl game (34-19 victory vs. New Mexico in the Emerald Bowl) for just the fifth
time in the history of the program. 

In 2003, Johnson led Navy to an 8-5 record and brought the Commander-In-
Chief's Trophy back to Annapolis for the first time since 1981, propelling Navy to a
bowl game for the first time since 1996. The Mids became just the sixth team in
NCAA history to go from a winless season to a bowl game in two years or less. 

Before arriving at Annapolis, Johnson served as head coach at Georgia South-
ern from 1997 to 2001. At Georgia Southern, Johnson posted a 62-10 (.861) record,
won two straight I-AA National Championships (1999 and 2000), five consecutive
Southern Conference Championships and was named the Division I-AA National
Coach of the Year four straight years (1997-2000). 

After Johnson took over as head coach at Georgia Southern in 1997, he re-
turned the Eagle program to national prominence statistically and in the won-lost
ledger. In addition to Georgia Southern's 62-10 mark, the Eagles scored 2,855
points (39.7 points per game), picked up 25,941 rushing yards (360.3 yards per
game), 7,816 passing yards (108.6 yards per game) and 33,757 total yards (468.8
yards per game). GSU scored 380 touchdowns in the Johnson Era, an average of
5.3 per game. The Eagles' scoring margin under Johnson was +21.5 (39.7-18.5). 

Johnson picked up a milestone victory in the 2000 I-AA National Championship
Game against Montana. Not only did the 27-25 victory give Georgia Southern its
second straight national title, but it was Johnson's 50th career win in four seasons.
Only three other coaches in the history of Division I football won 50 or more games
in four seasons -- Walter Camp (1888-1891, 54-2 at Yale), George Woodruff (1892-
1895, 53-4 at Penn) and Bob Pruett (1996-99, 50-4 at Marshall). 

Johnson took over a Georgia Southern program in 1997 that was 4-7 the previ-
ous year and orchestrated a turnaround that ranked among the NCAA's best, di-
recting the Eagles to a 10-3 record. He was named Southern Conference Coach
of the Year by the media and Region II Coach of the Year by the American Foot-
ball Coaches Association. 

In 1998, Johnson guided the Eagles to a perfect 11-0 regular season record and
the school's sixth NCAA Division I-AA National Championship Game appearance
before finishing with a 14-1 mark. He directed a high-powered offensive unit that
tied or broke 100 records during the campaign, again earned the league's top
coaching honor and received The Sports Network's Eddie Robinson Award -- sym-
bolic of the division's national coach-of-the-year selection. 

In 1999, Johnson brought Georgia Southern its fifth national title, and the Eagles
finished 13-2 while breaking 197 records. For his efforts, Johnson was honored as
the 1999 AFCA and Chevrolet I-AA National Coach of the Year. 

Johnson duplicated the feat in the 2000 season as the Eagles repeated as na-
tional champions, again finished 13-2 and Johnson captured the AFCA I-AA Coach
of the Year award once more. 

In five seasons at Georgia Southern, Johnson's squads broke or tied 379 indi-
vidual and team school, conference, playoff or stadium records, ranked in the top
10 in 21 statistical categories and produced 31 All-Americans. The Eagles won an
NCAA I-AA record 39 consecutive games at home. Meanwhile, their 52 wins over
those four seasons were the most in all of Division I. 

Johnson was Navy's offensive coordinator in 1995 and 1996 and his spread of-

Paul, Susan and Kaitlyn Johnson. David Johnson photo
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fense made an immediate impact, breaking five school records during the Mids'
five-win season in 1995. 

Navy posted a 9-3 record the next season in 1996, including a 42-38 victory
over California in the Aloha Bowl. It was Navy's first winning season since 1982 and
one of only two winning seasons the Mids had during a 19-year span. 

Prior to joining the Navy staff, Johnson spent eight seasons as the offensive co-
ordinator at the University of Hawai'i (1987-94). He helped guide the Rainbows to
their first Western Athletic Conference title and their first bowl appearance, coor-
dinating an explosive offense that broke or equaled more than 160 school records. 

While at Hawai'i, Johnson developed a successful offensive unit which earned
top-20 I-A statistical rankings in scoring offense, total offense and rushing offense
during six of his eight seasons. He earned top offensive coach honors in the WAC
and was named one of the top 10 assistant coaches in the country by The Sport-
ing News. 

After first arriving at Georgia Southern in 1983 as defensive line coach, John-
son was promoted to offensive coordinator in 1985. Under his tutelage, record-set-
ting quarterback Tracy Ham and the Eagle offense re-wrote the school record book
while averaging 435 total yards and 36 points per contest. Georgia Southern rolled
to a combined 26-4 record and captured a pair of I-AA titles in 1985-86. 

Johnson's coaching career began when he was offensive coordinator and line
coach at his alma mater, Avery County (N.C.) High School, in 1979-80. He ac-
cepted the offensive coordinator's position at Lees-McRae Junior College in 1981,
leading his offensive unit to a sixth-place national standing among NJCAA total of-
fense leaders. 

Johnson, a native of Newland, N.C., earned his bachelor's degree in physical ed-
ucation from Western Carolina in 1979 and a Master's degree in health and phys-
ical education from Appalachian State in 1982. He and wife, Susan, are the parents
of a daughter, Kaitlyn. 

As A Head Coach
Year School W-L Pct.
1997    Georgia Southern 10-3 .769 Southern Conference Champions
1998    Georgia Southern 14-1 .933 Southern Conference Champions    

I-AA Runner-Up
1999    Georgia Southern 13-2 .867 Southern Conference Champions    

I-AA National Champion
2000    Georgia Southern 13-2 .867 Southern Conference Champions   

I-AA National Champion
2001    Georgia Southern 12-2 .857 Southern Conference Champions
2002    Navy 2-10 .167
2003    Navy 8-5 .615 EV1.net Houston Bowl
2004    Navy 10-2 .833 Emerald Bowl Champions
2005    Navy 8-4 .667 Poinsettia Bowl Champions
2006    Navy 9-4 .692 Meineke Car Care Bowl
2007    Navy 8-4 .667 Poinsettia Bowl
GSU Totals (5 seasons) -- 62-10 (.861)
Navy Totals (6 seasons) -- 45-29 (.608)
Career Totals (11 seasons) -- 107-39 (.733)

Coaching Background
Assistant Coach
'79-80 --Avery County (N.C.) High School
'81-82--Lees-McRae Junior College
'83-86--Georgia Southern
'87-94--Hawai'i
'95-96--Navy

Head Coach
'97-01--Georgia Southern (62-10)
'02-07--Navy (45-29)

Birthdate -- August 20, 1957
Education -- Western Carolina, B.S., `79, Appalachian State, M.S., `82

Johnson’s Awards/Honors
2007 finalist for the Liberty Mutual National Coach of the Year Award
2004 Bobby Dodd National Coach of the Year
2003 finalist for the NCAA I-A Eddie Robinson Coach of the Year Award
2003 finalist for the Paul "Bear" Bryant Coach of the Year Award
2003 finalist for the Associated Press Coach of the Year Award
2000 American Football Coaches Association NCAA I-AA National Coach of the
Year
1999 American Football Coaches Association NCAA I-AA National Coach of the
Year
1999 Chevrolet I-AA National Coach of the Year
1999 American Football Coaches Association I-AA Region II Coach of the Year
1998 Sports Network I-AA National Coach of the Year (Eddie Robinson Award Win-
ner)
1998 American Football Coaches Association I-AA Region II Coach of the Year
1998 Southern Conference Coach of the Year (media)
1998 Southern Conference Coach of the Year (coaches)
1997 Schutt Sports/American Football Quarterly I-AA National Coach of the Year
1997 American Football Coaches Association I-AA Region II Coach of the Year
1997 Southern Conference Coach of the Year (media)
1997 Southern Conference Coach of the Year (coaches)
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Brian Bohannon
Quarterbacks/B-Backs
Georgia (1993)
First Season at Georgia Tech

Brian Bohannon, who will coach the quarterbacks and B-
backs, enters his first season at Georgia Tech and his 12th
year working with Yellow Jacket head coach Paul Johnson.

During his six years as wide receivers coach at Navy, Bo-
hannon was part of a staff that returned the Midshipmen to the national spotlight. Navy
won 35 games over the last four years earning a school-record four consecutive post-
season bowl berths and a school-best four straight Commander-In-Chief’s Trophies.

Under Bohannon, Navy’s receiving corps emerged as outstanding receivers as well as
blockers.

In 2007, Navy’s offense put up remarkable numbers. The Midshipmen ranked first na-
tionally in rushing (348.8 ypg), 10th in scoring (39.3 ppg), 22nd in total offense (444.1
ypg) and ninth in sacks allowed (1.08 pg).

In 2005, Bohannon was part of a staff that helped the Mids rushing attack average a na-
tion's best 318.7 yards per contest as Navy went to a bowl game for a third straight
year, won a second consecutive bowl game and won the Commander-In-Chief's Trophy
for a third-straight year. 

In 2004, Bohannon's efforts helped the wide receiver corps to perform well enough for
the Midshipmen to finish 45th in the country in total offense (388.8 yards per game), third
in rushing offense (289.5), win a school-record tying 10 games (the most wins since
1905), win the Emerald Bowl and claim the Commander-In-Chief's Trophy. 

In 2003, he helped the Mids lead the nation in rushing (323.2 yards per contest) and set
school records for rushing yards per game, total rushing yards (4,202), rushing yards
per attempt (5.5), rushing touchdowns (44), total offense (5,506), total offense per game
(423.5) and yards per play (6.0). 

In 2002, Navy had the third-best rushing average in the country (270.75) and scored 30
or more points on four occasions. 

Bohannon coached the wide receivers for three seasons (1997-99) at Georgia South-
ern before taking over the defensive backs his last two seasons (2000-01). 

During his initial season as defensive backs coach, the secondary played a key role in
Georgia Southern's efforts, ranking 18th nationally in pass defense (156.1 yards per
game) and 28th in interceptions (16). The Eagles' secondary took another leap forward
in 2001, finishing second nationally in pass defense (125.6 yards per game), fourth in
scoring defense (12.0 points per game) and sixth in total defense (261.4 yards per
game). 

A four-year letterwinner and standout as a wide receiver at Georgia, Bohannon started
his coaching career at West Georgia before earning his first full-time position at Gard-
ner-Webb (N.C.) as wide receivers coach in 1996. 

A native of Griffin, Ga., he earned his bachelor's degree in general business from Geor-
gia in 1993 and a master's in business education from West Georgia in 1996. He is
married to the former Melanie Cobb and they have three children, sons Blake Patrick
(5) and Braden Thomas (4) and baby daughter Brooke Anna (7 months). 

Brian Jean-Mary
Linebackers
Appalachian State (1998)
Fifth Season at Georgia Tech

Brian Jean-Mary enters his fifth season at Georgia Tech as
linebackers coach.

Jean-Mary (pronounced JON-muh-REE) helps coach a
Tech unit that has ranked among the nation’s Top 30 in rush-

ing defense, total defense and scoring defense each of his four seasons. In particular,
the Yellow Jackets have been among the nation’s Top 20 against the run all four years. 

Under Jean-Mary, Jacket linebackers Philip Wheeler and Gary Guyton became the core
of the Tech defense last season. The duo were first and second on the team in tackles,
respectively, and combined for 22.5 tackles-for-loss and 11 sacks in 2007. Wheeler was
once again awarded for his tenacious defense by being selected to the All-ACC second
team.  As a team, Tech led the nation in sacks and ranked second in tackles-for-loss dur-
ing the regular season.

In 2006, the linebacker duo of KaMichael Hall and Wheeler developed into two of the
top defenders in the Atlantic Coast Conference. Wheeler earned second-team All-Amer-
ica honors as well as second-team All-ACC accolades, while Hall garnered honorable
mention All-ACC recognition. Hall was also given a free agent contract by the defend-
ing World Champion Indianapolis Colts to try his hat in the National Football League in
2007.

In 2005, Jean-Mary coached two-time All-Atlantic Coast Conference linebacker Gerris
Wilkinson, Tech’s leading tackler his last two seasons. Wilkinson was a third-round draft
pick of the New York Giants. Jean-Mary’s linebackers recorded seven of the Yellow
Jackets’ 21 interceptions.

In 2004, he also worked with Chris Reis, who earned honorable mention All-ACC recog-
nition in his only season at outside linebacker. Wilkinson and Reis flourished at line-
backer after moving from defensive end and safety, respectively. Reis signed a free
agent contract with the Atlanta Falcons.

Jean-Mary came to Tech after one season coaching the defensive backs at North Ala-
bama, one of the top programs in NCAA Division II.

In 2003, he helped the Lions to a 13-1 record, the Gulf South Conference title and a
berth in the semifinals of the NCAA Division II playoffs. North Alabama’s defense ranked
sixth nationally in scoring defense at 14.1 points per game, well as 25th in pass de-
fense and 26th in total defense.

Jean-Mary previously spent two years (2001-02) as a defensive graduate assistant at
South Carolina under Lou Holtz and one year (2000) as a graduate assistant on the
strength and conditioning staff at Louisville.

A native of Apopka, Fla., Jean-Mary played college football at Appalachian State, where
he earned a bachelor’s degree in 1998.

Jean-Mary is married to the former Jerilyn Ardis. The couple’s first child, Brittany Nicole,
was born in January of 2006.
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Charles Kelly
Cornerbacks
Auburn (1990)
Third Season at Georgia Tech

Charles Kelly begins his third season at Georgia Tech and
his first season as coach of the cornerbacks. Kelly served
as the Yellow Jackets’ special teams coordinator in 2006
and 2007.

Kelly, a former defensive coordinator at three different schools, developed Georgia Tech
into one of the best special teams units in 2007. The group went from 119th in the na-
tion in kick return defense in 2006 to second in 2007. Under Kelly’s guidance, punter Du-
rant Brooks and place-kicker Travis Bell each earned first team All-ACC accolades.
Brooks earned the prestigious Ray Guy Award in 2007 and recorded the highest career
punting average in ACC history.

In Kelly’s first year, in 2006, Brooks earned second-team All-America and first-team All-
ACC honors. With the combination of Brooks and outstanding coverage, Tech ranked
second in the nation in net punting. Brooks averaged better than 45 yards per punt,
and almost half of his kicks pinned the opponent inside the 20-yard line.

Kelly spent the previous four seasons at Nicholls State, an NCAA Division I-AA pro-
gram that captured the Southland Conference title in 2005.

Under Kelly, who served as defensive backs coach during his first two seasons at
Nicholls, the Colonels finished as the top-ranked defense in the Southland Conference
in 2005 and 17th in NCAA Division I-AA. Nicholls led the Southland in total defense and
rushing defense while ranking second in scoring defense.

Kelly was instrumental in developing two-time All-America cornerback Chris Thomp-
son, who was drafted in 2004 by the Jacksonville Jaguars.

Kelly went to Nicholls State in 2002 from Eufaula (Ala.) High School, where he served
as defensive coordinator and linebackers coach for two seasons. Prior to his move to
the high school ranks, the Ozark, Ala., native spent one season (1999) as defensive co-
ordinator at Henderson State and two seasons as defensive coordinator at Jacksonville
State. His term as defensive coordinator at Jacksonville State culminated a five-year
stay on the JSU staff (1994-98), and he also coordinated the offense and coached the
defensive backs, running backs, quarterbacks and receivers over the course of his stay.

Before going to Jacksonville State, Kelly served one year as a graduate assistant at
Auburn and was part of the Tigers’ 11-0 season in 1993. He spent three seasons as an
assistant football coach and baseball coach at Central High School in Phenix City, Ala.
(1990-92).

Kelly has coached five players that have made it to the National Football League, in-
cluding Thompson, Delvin Hugley, Calvin Jackson, Chris Schelling and Dell McGee.

A 1990 graduate of Auburn with a degree in Secondary Math Education, Kelly played
defensive back under former Tiger coach Pat Dye. His senior class put together a four-
year record of 39-7-2 while participating in four bowl games. In 2002, Kelly earned a
master’s degree in Education from Troy State.

Kelly, 40, and his wife, Kristy, have two daughters, Caroline (9) and Kathleen Claire (5).

Jeff Monken
Slot Backs/Special Teams Coordinator
Millikin (1989)
First Season at Georgia Tech

Jeff Monken, an assistant coach under Paul Johnson at Navy
the past six years, begins his first season at Georgia Tech as
slot backs coach (also known as the A-Backs) and special
teams coordinator. 

At Navy, Monken served all six seasons as coach of the slot backs. He tagged on the du-
ties of special teams coordinator in 2005.

Monken was part of a staff that led Navy to success not seen in Annapolis in decades, while
making the Midshipmen one of the nation’s most prolific offenses. Navy won 35 games over
the previous four seasons, advanced to four straight bowl games and earned four con-
secutive Commander-In-Chief’s Trophies.

In 2007, Navy’s offense put up remarkable numbers. The Midshipmen ranked first na-
tionally in rushing (348.8 ypg), 10th in scoring (39.3 ppg), 22nd in total offense (444.1 ypg)
and ninth in sacks allowed (1.08 pg).

The previous season in 2006, Navy averaged a then-school-record 327 yards rushing per
game to lead the nation. The slots rushed for 1,619 yards and 13 touchdowns on just 196
carries (8.4 yards per carry) in 2006. Reggie Campbell set a single-season school record
by averaging 7.1 yards per carry and his career average of 7.9 yards per carry is third all-
time at Navy. 

In 2005, the Mids averaged a nation's-best 318.7 yards per contest as Navy won a school-
record second-straight bowl game and won the Commander-In-Chief's Trophy. As a unit,
Monken's slot backs rushed for 1,399 yards and 19 touchdowns on just 169 carries (8.3
yards per carry) and caught 29 passes for 683 yards and four touchdowns (23.6 yards
per reception).  Campbell tied Barry Sanders, among others, in the NCAA record books
when he scored five touchdowns in a bowl game as the Mids routed Colorado State, 51-
30, to win the Poinsettia Bowl. 

In 2004, the slot backs led the Midshipmen to finish 45th in the country in total offense
(388.8 yards per game), third in rushing offense (289.5), win a school-record tying 10
games (the most wins since 1905), win the Emerald Bowl and claim the Commander-In-
Chief's Trophy in back-to-back years. One of Monken's pupils, Eric Roberts, became the
first player in Navy history and just the 35th player in NCAA history to have more than
1,000 career rushing and receiving yards. 

In 2003, Navy's slot backs were explosive, averaging 9.8 yards per carry and 21.8 yards
per catch as the Mids led the nation in rushing (323.2 yards per contest) and set then-
school records for rushing yards per game, total rushing yards (4,202), rushing yards per
attempt (5.5), rushing touchdowns (44), total offense (5,506), total offense per game
(423.5) and yards per play (6.0). 

In 2002, Navy had the third-best rushing average in the country (270.75) and scored 30
or more points on four occasions. 

Monken came to Navy from Georgia Southern, where he coached the slot backs. Geor-
gia Southern was the top-ranked rushing team in the country in 1999 (419 yards per game)
and 2001 (323.6 yards per game). He also headed up the Eagles’ kickoff and punt return
teams, as well as the punt team. Georgia Southern's punt team ranked fourth in the na-
tion in 2001, averaging a net of 38.71 yards. 

Monken has experienced a wide variety of duties throughout his career -- beginning in
1989 as a graduate assistant at Hawai'i. After a one-year stint as a graduate assistant at
Arizona State in 1991, he moved on to Buffalo, where he served as the wide receivers and
tight ends coach and was the recruiting coordinator. Prior to his arrival in Statesboro, he
also served on the staffs at Morton (Ill.) High School (head coach) and Concordia (Ill.) Uni-
versity (offensive line). 

Monken comes from a long line of coaches, as 12 members of his family have been or cur-
rently are high school or college football coaches. Monken's father, Mike, and his four
brothers, were all head high school coaches at the same time in Illinois and were featured
in Sports Illustrated. 

The Joliet, Ill., native earned a bachelor's degree from Millikin in 1989, where he played
wide receiver for four years and was a two-time letterwinner in track. In 1991, Monken
earned his master's degree from the University of Hawai'i. Monken and his wife Beth have
two daughters, Isabelle and Amelia.
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Al “Buzz” Preston
Wide Receivers
Hawai’i (1982)
First Season at Georgia Tech

Buzz Preston, who has enjoyed success from Honolulu to
South Bend, begins his first season in Atlanta as Georgia
Tech’s wide receivers coach.

Preston comes to Tech after serving one season at New
Mexico, where he helped lead the Lobos to their first bowl victory in more than 45 years.
As New Mexico’s running backs coach in 2007, Preston coached Lobo junior running
back Rodney Ferguson, who earned first team All-Mountain West Conference honors
for the second straight year after rushing for 1,177 yards and 13 touchdowns.

Preston has 28 seasons of collegiate coaching experience, including two stints at Stan-
ford (1999-2001, 2006). During his first three-year run with the Cardinal, Preston was
part of two bowl teams that were also two of the best squads in Stanford history. He
helped coach the Cardinal to the 1999 Pac-10 title on its way to the 2000 Rose Bowl.
In 2001, Stanford put together a 9-3 record and was ranked among the top 10 teams in
the nation during the year before playing in the Seattle Bowl. 

Following his three seasons at Stanford under former head coach Tyrone Willingham,
Preston went with Willingham to Notre Dame for three more seasons (2002-04) to coach
the running backs and serve as special teams coordinator. He helped lead the Irish to
two bowl games with appearances in the Gator Bowl in 2002 and the Insight Bowl fol-
lowing the 2003 regular season. 

Under Preston's tutelage, Julius Jones rushed for 1,268 yards and 10 touchdowns as
a senior at Notre Dame in 2003. Jones also had 1,568 all-purpose yards and a school-
record three 200-yard rushing games in '03 en route to honorable mention All-America
honors. Jones went on to be selected in the second round of the 2004 NFL Draft by the
Dallas Cowboys. In 2002, Irish running back Ryan Grant eclipsed the 1,000-yard mark
as well.

Before coming to Stanford for the first time, Preston was the assistant head coach and
offensive coordinator/QB coach at UNLV in 1998. Prior to that, he coached running
backs at Washington State from 1994-97. During his four-year term at Washington
State, Preston was part of a coaching staff that guided the Cougars to the Pacific-10
Conference championship in 1997 and its first Rose Bowl appearance in 67 years. The
Cougar offense broke the Pac-10 record for most total yards in a single season. 

One of Preston's pupils, Mike Black, gained 1,157 yards rushing and was named to All-
Pac-10. The Cougars finished 10-2 overall and were ranked ninth in the nation. 

Preston also coached at his alma mater, Hawai'i, from 1987-93, when he served on the
same coaching staff with Paul Johnson. He had several roles during his tenure with the
Rainbows, including coaching the offensive special teams, receivers and defensive
backs, while also serving as the strength and conditioning coordinator. Preston's seven-
year stay at Hawai'i was highlighted by the first two bowl games in school history and
the first Western Athletic Conference title ever for the program. In 1989, Hawai'i partic-
ipated in its first bowl game, losing to Michigan State in the Aloha Bowl. The Rainbows
won the WAC championship in 1992 and went on to defeat Illinois in the Holiday Bowl. 

Preston's first full-time coaching job came at Southern Illinois from 1984-86 when he tu-
tored receivers and the defensive backfield. During his three seasons in Carbondale,
SIU's defense improved dramatically -- from eighth to second in the conference -- while
nine of his pupils received all-conference recognition. 

He was a graduate assistant at Hawai'i in 1980 and 1981, a part-time coach at UH in
1982, and a graduate assistant at Washington in 1983. During his career, Preston has
also been a guest coach for the Toronto Argonauts, Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Miami Dol-
phins and Philadelphia Eagles. 

A native of Los Angeles, Preston received a bachelor's degree in Speech from Hawai'i
in 1982. He was a two-year letterwinner (1978-79) with the Rainbow football team. Pre-
ston, 51, is a 1975 graduate of Banning High School in Los Angeles. He and his wife,
Audrey, have three children: Amber (20), Evan (17) and Quinn (9).

Mike Sewak
co-Offensive Line
Virginia (1981)
First Season at Georgia Tech

Mike Sewak, who worked alongside Paul Johnson at Hawai’i and later
replaced him as head coach at Georgia Southern, enters his first season
as Georgia Tech’s co-offensive line coach. Sewak, who is extremely fa-
miliar with Johnson’s offense, will focus primarily on the Yellow Jacket
centers and guards.

Sewak, Johnson’s offensive coordinator at Georgia Southern from 1997 to 2001, replaced Johnson as
head coach of the Eagles in 2002. He produced a record of 35-14 as Georgia Southern’s head coach and
led the Eagles to three NCAA Division I-AA playoffs appearances and two Southern Conference champi-
onships. He was named the 2004 Southern Conference Coach of the Year.
In his first season as head coach in 2002, Sewak led Georgia Southern to the I-AA semifinals and within
a last-second missed field goal of the national championship game.  The Eagles finished the season with
an 11-3 record, won the school’s sixth consecutive league title and made their fifth straight national semi-
finals appearance. In addition, Sewak’s offense led the nation in rushing, averaging 386.2 yards per game.
Georgia Southern followed with an uncharacteristic 7-4 mark in 2003, a season which saw Sewak valiantly
sidestep adversity and numerous key injuries to guide GSU to victories in six of its last eight games and
earn his second straight rushing title as a head coach with a 335.6 yards per game average. 
Sewak put GSU back on track in 2004. Georgia Southern rolled through the regular season with an of-
fensive juggernaut, averaging 47 points per game and winning eight games in a row between losses to I-
A Georgia and Southern Conference co-champion Furman, the No. 2 ranked team in I-AA.
While young on both sides of the ball in 2005, Georgia Southern led I-AA in rushing again. After a 1-2
start, the Eagles won seven of their last eight games to clinch an at-large playoff bid. The only loss dur-
ing that stretch was to Appalachian State, the Southern Conference champion and the No. 2 seed in the
I-AA playoffs. Sewak also led the Eagles to a win over Furman when the Paladins were ranked No. 1 in
the country.
As offensive coordinator under Johnson at Georgia Southern from 1997 to 2001, Sewak's offensive unit
ranked consistently as one of the nation's best at the NCAA Division I-AA level during the five-year span.
After finishing second in rushing offense, total offense and scoring offense in 1998, the Eagles improved
to a first-place national standing in all three categories in 1999 -- averaging 419.0 rushing yards, 551.7 total
yards and 50.0 points per game. GSU ranked third nationally in rushing (331.1 ypg) in 2000.
In all, as Georgia Southern's offensive coordinator from 1997 to 2001, the Eagles rolled to a 62-10 mark,
scored 2,855 points (39.7 ppg), picked up 25,941 rushing yards (360.3 ypg), 7,816 passing yards (108.6
ypg) and 33,757 total yards (468.8 ypg). Sewak also played a key role in helping lead Georgia Southern
to five straight Southern Conference championships and NCAA Division I-AA playoff appearances, three
national championship game showings and two national titles in 1999 and 2000.
In addition, three Georgia Southern offensive linemen earned All-America honors under his direct guidance
from 1997 to 2001. Guard Mark Williams, who also was the recipient of back-to-back Southern Conference
Jacob's Blocking Trophies in '97 and '98, tackle Rich McGrath and center Matt Winslette all earned national
honors under Sewak's leadership. 
During his time at Georgia Southern, Sewak took an active role in the community, serving as a member
of the Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO) in the Bulloch County (Ga.) School District. He kept ties with
the Special Olympics program, serving as a volunteer in various capacities, including all competition-day
activities. He also instilled a community relations leadership role for his players who spent many lunch and
reading sessions with children at Statesboro's Mill Creek Elementary School and donated their time to
the March of Dimes Walk America and "Operation Cleanup”.
Sewak was appointed as the honorary chairperson of the Keep Bulloch Beautiful campaign in February,
2002, and was selected to a similar capacity for the 2003 Bulloch County's Walk America in January. 
Prior to his second stint at Georgia Southern, Sewak helped turn around a struggling program at Ohio
University as offensive coordinator and offensive line coach under current Wake Forest head coach Jim
Grobe in 1995 and 1996. The Bobcats, after going 0-11 prior to Sewak’s arrival, went 2-8-1 in ’95 before
posting a 6-6 record in 1996 – the school’s best mark since 1982. Sewak directed an offensive unit which
ranked first in the Mid-America Conference in rushing with a 274.0 per game average. 
Prior to Ohio, Sewak spent eight years as an assistant coach at Hawai’i, where he coached the Warriors’
offensive line for seven seasons and the wide receivers for one. During his tenure in Honolulu, Hawaii won
the 1992 Western Athletic Conference championship, broke more than 150 offensive records, and fin-
ished among the nation's offensive leaders each year, averaging 31.7 points and 418 yards per game. 
Sewak’s first stint at Georgia Southern came as an assistant coach with the Eagles in 1985 and 1986
when he worked under coach Erk Russell. Sewak coached the running backs and the defensive backs on
national championship teams in 1985 and 1986, respectively. The Eagles captured their first two NCAA
Division I-AA titles those seasons, recording consecutive 13-2 records. 
Sewak’s first association with Georgia Tech came in 1984 when he served as a graduate assistant tight
ends coach under head coach Bill Curry.
A native of Johnstown, Pa., Sewak began his career in 1982 at Hobart (N.Y.) College where he served as
offensive coordinator and offensive line coach. 
A three-year letterman as an offensive lineman for the University of Virginia, Sewak earned a bachelor's
degree in psychology from UVA in 1981. He was invited to tryouts with the Baltimore Colts and Pittsburgh
Steelers after the completion of his collegiate playing eligibility. 
He and wife, the former Robin Farmery of Marietta, Ga., are the parents of three children -- Michael Robert,
Olivia and Nicholas.
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Giff Smith
Defensive Line/Recruiting Coordinator
Georgia Southern (1991)
Fifth Season at Georgia Tech

Giff Smith, who has developed a national reputation as an
outstanding recruiter and defensive coach, enters his fifth
season at Georgia Tech as defensive line coach and as re-
cruiting coordinator. He also reunites with Paul Johnson,
whom he worked with at Georgia Southern a decade ago.

Smith’s defensive line was one of the premier units in the ACC in 2007. Georgia Tech
ranked first nationally in sacks and second in tackles-for-loss while ranking in the top
30 in rushing defense, scoring defense and total defense. Junior tackle Vance Walker
earned first team All-ACC honors and senior end Darrell Robertson was a second team
selection. Junior Darryl Richard was second team Academic All-America.

Also in 2007, Smith watched eight true freshmen that he helped recruit play key roles
as rookies. Running back Jonathan Dwyer and quarterback Josh Nesbitt, two highly-re-
cruited Georgians, highlighted one of the nation’s top recruiting classes.

In each of Smith’s four seasons at Tech, the Yellow Jackets have ranked in the top 30
nationally in rushing defense, scoring defense and total defense. The Georgia Tech de-
fense has been exceptionally strong against the run, ranking in the top 20 nationally
each of the past four seasons.

In 2006, two of Smith’s defensive linemen made the All-ACC team. Tackle Joe Anoai was
a first team selection, and end Adamm Oliver earned second team honors.

In 2003-04, Smith worked with All-ACC defensive end Eric Henderson, the Yellow Jack-
ets’ all-time leader in tackles-for-loss. Henderson is now with the Cincinnati Bengals of
the National Football League.

Smith came to Tech in 2004 after five seasons at Tulane, where he coached the Green
Wave’s defensive line all five years while serving as recruiting coordinator his last three
years. He also held the title of associate head coach.

Smith has strong ties to the state of Georgia. A native of the Atlanta suburb of Mable-
ton, he attended Pebblebrook High School and then played and coached at Georgia
Southern. 

A 1991 graduate of Georgia Southern, Smith was a member of three NCAA I-AA national
championship teams at the school in 1986, 1989 and 1990. A three-time All-America de-
fensive end, he helped the Eagles to a perfect 15-0 mark in 1989, and as a senior in
1990, he served as team captain. 

He later spent three seasons at his alma mater, working with the wide receivers in 1996
and then the secondary under Johnson in 1997-98. During his time on the staff, the Ea-
gles won a pair of Southern Conference titles (1997-98) and advanced to the NCAA I-
AA national championship game in 1998.

Smith began his coaching career in 1991 as a graduate assistant at Arkansas, where
remained three years before moving to Georgia for two seasons.

Smith was inducted into the Georgia Southern University Athletic Hall of Fame in 2000.
He is married to the former Jennifer Erickson. The couple has one child, Ava.

Todd Spencer
co-Offensive Line
Pacific Lutheran (1979)
First Season at Georgia Tech

Todd Spencer begins his 25th year of coaching and his first
season at Georgia Tech as coach of the offensive line, with
a primary focus on the tackle position.

Spencer comes to Georgia Tech after 11 seasons at the
Naval Academy, including six seasons under head coach Paul Johnson. Spencer saw
firsthand the remarkable turnaround of the Midshipmen football program.

Over the previous four seasons, Navy won 35 games, advanced to a postseason bowl
game four consecutive years and won a school-record four straight Commander-In-
Chief’s Trophies.

In 2007, Spencer helped the Navy offense produce amazing numbers. The Midship-
men ranked first nationally in rushing (348.8 ypg), 10th in scoring (39.3 ppg), 22nd in
total offense (444.1 ypg) and Spencer’s offensive line allowed just 1.08 sacks per game,
which ranked ninth nationally.

Spencer teamed up with Ken Niumatalolo, Johnson’s successor at Navy, in 2006 to
coach an offensive line that helped pave the way for the nation's top rushing offense for
the third time in the past five seasons. In 2005, Spencer was part of a staff that helped
the Mids average a nation's-best 318.7 yards per contest, as Navy won a then-school-
record second-straight bowl game and claimed the Commander-In-Chief's Trophy. 

In 2004, Spencer's efforts helped an offensive line that was hampered by injuries all
year to perform well enough for the Midshipmen to finish third in the country in rushing
(289.5), win a school-record tying 10 games (the most wins since 1905), win the Emer-
ald Bowl and capture the Commander-In-Chief's Trophy in back-to-back years. 

Navy's offensive line was key in the NCAA record 26-play, 94-yard, 14:26 epic drive in
the Emerald Bowl. Offensive guard August Roitsch was named to the Sports Illustrated
All-Bowl Team, while the starting offensive line was selected to the College Football
News All-Bowl Team. 

In 2003, despite a lack of experience up front, the Mids led the nation in rushing (323.2
yards per contest) and set school records for rushing yards per game, total rushing
yards (4,202), rushing yards per attempt (5.5), rushing touchdowns (44), total offense
(5,506), total offense per game (423.5) and yards per play (6.0) as Navy went 8-5, won
the Commander-In-Chief's Trophy and earned a berth in the Houston Bowl. 

In 2002, Spencer developed Derek Jaskowiak into a College Football News All-Inde-
pendent selection and an Honorable Mention All-East performer. Jaskowiak was also
selected to participate in the Hula Bowl All-Star Game. In 2000, Spencer turned pupil
Hoot Stahl into an all-star performer, as Stahl was selected to play in the Blue-Gray All-
Star Game. 

Spencer brought a vast knowledge of the option attack to Annapolis after spending six
seasons as the offensive line coach at option-oriented Oregon State. In 1993, Oregon
State's rushing offense finished second in the nation, averaging 300.6 yards per game. 

Known for his intensity on the field, Spencer has also been the offensive line coach at
Northern Illinois (1990) and Texas-El Paso (1989), and was the offensive coordinator at
Southern Utah (1988) and Trinity Valley Community College (1986-87). He got into the
major college ranks as a graduate assistant (defensive backs) for Rich Brooks at Ore-
gon (1984-85) and was a graduate assistant (offensive line) for Fred Akers at Texas
(1985-86).

A native of Beaverton, Ore., Spencer attended Whitworth College in Spokane, Wash.,
from 1974-76, and was a defensive back under Hugh Campbell, a former head coach
of the Houston Oilers. He then transferred to Pacific Lutheran (1977-79), where he
played safety for two years. Spencer earned his bachelor's degree in physical educa-
tion from Pacific Lutheran (1979) and his M.A. from Linfield College in physical educa-
tion in 1981. 

He is the father of two daughters, Whitney (19) and Ashley (18). 
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Dave Wommack
Defensive Coordinator
Missouri Southern (1978)
First Season at Georgia Tech

Dave Wommack, a veteran with 28 years of collegiate
coaching experience, begins his first season at Georgia
Tech as the Yellow Jackets’ defensive coordinator.

Wommack comes to Atlanta after serving one season as
linebackers coach at Southern Mississippi. Wommack helped lead Southern Miss to an
appearance in the 2007 Papajohns.com Bowl after a 7-5 regular season. The Golden
Eagles led Conference USA in scoring defense and ranked second or third in the league
in total defense, rushing defense, pass efficiency defense, pass defense and sacks.

In 2005 and 2006, Womack served on the coaching staff at South Carolina under Steve
Spurrier as secondary coach in 2005 and outside linebackers coach in ’06. His final
year in Columbia the Gamecocks went 8-5 and defeated Houston, 44-36, in the Liberty
Bowl.

Prior to South Carolina, he spent a four-year stint at Arkansas from 2001-04, including
the last three years as the defensive coordinator. He also coached the secondary, free
safeties, cornerbacks and inside linebackers. The Razorbacks made appearances in the
Independence Bowl (2003), Music City Bowl (2002) and Cotton Bowl (2001). 

Wommack’s first of two stints at Southern Miss came during a seven-year span from
1994-2000, one of the most successful periods in Golden Eagle history. He was the de-
fensive coordinator and assistant head coach in 1999 and 2000. He coached the out-
side linebackers in 2000, the middle and strong-side linebackers in 1999 and defensive
backs from 1994-98. 

Southern Miss was a founding member of Conference USA in 1996 and won three of
the first four championships (1996, 1997 and 1999). The Golden Eagles made four
straight bowl appearances from 1997-00, winning the 1997 and 1999 Liberty Bowls and
the 2000 GMAC Bowl. All-Americans Cedric Scott and Leo Barnes were the defensive
leaders. 

As defensive coordinator, the 2000 defense finished second in the nation in total de-
fense, eighth in scoring defense, fifth in pass defense and fourth in pass efficiency de-
fense. The Golden Eagles collected an 8-4 record that season and won the GMAC
Bowl, 28-21, over No. 13 TCU. 

His 1999 defense was No. 7 in the nation in turnover margin and No. 8 in rushing de-
fense, scoring defense and total defense. All-American Adalius Thomas and T.J. Slaugh-
ter were the defensive leaders. Southern Miss posted a 9-3 record that season, won its
second C-USA title and won the Liberty Bowl, 23-17, over Colorado State. 

The 1998 Southern Miss squad ranked 18th nationally in scoring defense, finished with
a 7-5 record and made an appearance in the Humanitarian Bowl. 

The 1997 Golden Eagle squad posted a 9-3 record and won the second Conference
USA championship. Southern Miss defeated Pitt, 41-7, in the Liberty Bowl, the first bowl
game for the Golden Eagles since 1990. All-American cornerback and C-USA Defen-
sive Player of the Year Patrick Surtain ranked 10th in the nation in interceptions and was
drafted No. 44 in the NFL Draft. Defensive back Jamaal Alexander was a sixth-round
pick. 

The 1996 defense ranked No. 3 in turnover margin and No. 8 in rushing defense. South-
ern Miss ranked seventh nationally in interceptions with 18, led by Surtain. The Golden
Eagles posted an 8-3 record and shared the conference title with Houston. 

During his first season at Southern Miss in 1994, the Golden Eagle secondary ranked
second in the nation with 25 interceptions. Those interceptions contributed to the Golden
Eagles' national-best 41 takeaways. 

He also coached at UNLV as defensive coordinator from 1992-93, Southwest Missouri
State as defensive coordinator from 1986-91, Bemidji State as defensive coordinator in
1985, two years as defensive line coach at Missouri, 1983-84, and four years at
Arkansas (1979-82) as a graduate assistant, assistant strength and conditioning coach
and the last two years as the wide receivers coach. 

While at Missouri, the Tigers made appearances in the Holiday Bowl (1983). The Ra-
zorbacks made it to four straight bowl games while Wommack was on staff -- the 1980

Sugar Bowl, 1980 Hall of Fame Bowl, 1981 Gator Bowl and the 1982 Bluebonnet Bowl. 

A 1974 graduate of Reeds Springs (Mo.) High School, Wommack was a three-year let-
terwinner (center) at Missouri Southern. He graduated with a bachelor's degree from
Missouri Southern in 1978 and his master's degree from Arkansas in 1979. 

The Kimberling City, Mo., native and his wife, the former Leslie Ann Wilkins, have two
children, Kane and Hayley. 


