Soccer

Georgia Soccer Back Where /f_—__
It Belongs In 2011 |

ATHENS, Ga. --- The 2011 Georgia
soccer team remembered the way they
felt on that day in November 2010,
huddled together watching the NCAA
Selection Show on a wall-size projector
screen only to see 64 names go by that
weren’t theirs.

After the Bulldogs were left out of
the NCAA Tournament for the first time
in four years, they were determined to
remember that feeling for a year, and
not let it happen again.

“I think because of last year I was
more nervous than I probably would’ve
been,” said senior Jamie Pollock the
night the Bulldogs learned of their at-
large bid to the 2011 tournament. “Not
seeing our name up there last year was
a horrible feeling. It took the air out
of my stomach. So to see our name up
there this year was such a relief. It’s a
great feeling.”

Georgia — back on the national scene
after that brief and uncomfortable hia-
tus — traveled to take on the University
of Kansas in the first round and earned
a 2-0 win over the Jayhawks in Law-
rence, Kan., before remaining on the
road to meet the top-seeded Duke Blue
Devils on their turf in Durham, N.C., in
the second round.

The Bulldogs battled the Blue Devils
hard through the first 45 minutes, al-
lowing only an own-goal to go behind
1-0 entering halftime against a team
that broke its school record for wins
in 2011 and had never lost at home in
an NCAA Tournament game. Duke
would go on to tack on two more after
halftime, and a Nicole Locandro score
in the 81st minute wasn’t enough as
Georgia was eliminated from the field
with the 3-1 road loss.

But the Bulldogs (13-7-2) got back
on track in 2011 — reaching the NCAA
Tournament for the fourth time in five
seasons and eighth time overall, their
sixth trip to the Round of 32. Along the
way, Georgia offered a glimpse into the
promising future with a core group that
aims to get the Bulldogs back in the
national race a year from now.

“I’m proud of this team and what
they accomplished,” said second-year
head coach Steve Holeman. “I’m happy
for our four seniors to have had the
opportunity to get back to the national
tournament and I’'m glad we got to the
second round for them.”

“I think we’ll look back on 2011 and
say, ‘Hey, what a great season Georgia
had.” We did well in conference, we
made it to the national tournament. That
was one of our objectives. The future
looks bright for this team and we have
so many great players who fought tooth
and nail every time they stepped on the
field.”

Overall: 13-7-2; SEC: 6-3-2
Home: 5-4-1; Away: 7-2-1; Neutral: 1-1-0
Final Ranking: NR

2011 Schedule / Results

Date Opponent Location Result

Aug. 19 Furman Greenville, S.C. w, 3-1

Aug. 26 Texas Athens, Ga. L, 3-0

Aug. 28 Villanova Athens, Ga. L, 3-2

Sept. 2 Minnesota Minneapolis, Minn. W, 2-1 (20T)
Sept. 4 lowa State Minneapolis, Minn. W, 2-0

Sept. 9 Mercer Athens, Ga. W, 2-1 (20T)
Sept. 11 Georgia State Athens, Ga. W, 4-1

Sept. 16 UNC Greensboro Greensboro, N.C. W, 4-1

Sept. 23 #6 Florida Athens, Ga. L, 1-0

Sept. 25 South Carolina Athens, Ga. W, 2-1 (20T)
Sept. 30 Arkansas Fayetteville, Ark. W, 1-0

Oct. 2 LSU Baton Rouge, La. L, 2-1

Oct. 7 Mississippi State Athens, Ga. W, 4-3 (20T)
Oct. 9 Ole Miss Athens, Ga. W, 3-0

Oct. 14 Vanderbilt Nashville, Tenn. W, 2-0

Oct. 16 Kentucky Lexington, Ky. W, 2-1

Oct. 20 #22 Auburn Auburn, Ala. T, 0-0 (20T)
Oct. 23 Alabama Athens, Ga. T, 2-2 (20T)
Oct. 29 Tennessee Athens, Ga. L, 2-0

Nov. 2 #23 Florida (SEC Quarterfinals) Orange Beach, Ala. L, 2-0

Nov. 13 Kansas (NCAA First Round) Lawrence, Kan. W, 2-0

Nov. 18 #3 Duke (NCAA Second Round) Durham, N.C. L, 3-1

After a rough start that saw Georgia
sitting at 1-2 following a pair of tough-
to-swallow home losses to Texas and
Villanova, the Bulldogs rebounded and
then some, rattling off five wins in a
row — two of which came in overtime
— to move to 6-2 heading into the SEC
schedule.

The Bulldogs finished 6-3-2 in the
SEC - one of the most competitive
leagues in the nation with ultimately
eight teams heading to the NCAA
Tournament — and strung together an-
other impressive streak going unbeaten
for six games during conference play
between Oct. 7-23. One of those wins —
a historic come-from-behind win over
Mississippi State after Georgia trailed
3-0 with under 20 minutes to play —
marked the program’s 200th all-time
victory becoming only the fourth SEC
soccer team and 10th Georgia athletics
program to reach that milestone.

Georgia reached the SEC Champion-
ships for the seventh consecutive year
and 14th time overall, earning the No. 5
seed — which meant a rematch with No.
4 Florida in the quarterfinals. Georgia
would fall 2-0 to the Gators, but had
ultimately done enough to prove they
deserved a bid to the national tourna-
ment.

Sophomore Alexa Newfield con-

tinued to show she is one of the best
players in the SEC — and the nation

— leading the SEC in every major offen-
sive statistic and breaking the Bulldog
program record for shots (102) and
points in a season (40). Newfield will
head into her junior year fifth all-time
in goals (24), tied for fourth in points
(60), and second in shots (189) for a
career.

The Bulldogs will bid farewell to the
senior class of Jenna Buckley, Ashley
Miller, Jamie Pollock, and Bailey Pow-
ell — a group that made three NCAA
appearances and won 50 games in their
careers. Georgia will return 23 players
in 2012, including eight regular starters.

They will also welcome back junior
midfielder Laura Eddy — who suffered a
torn ACL in preseason and was out for
the year.

Led by a more experienced Newfield,
an increasingly more veteran lineup,
and one of the top goalkeepers in the
SEC in Ashley Baker, Georgia will
make a push for yet another NCAA
Tournament in 2012.




