Head Goach Tom JYiorris

'om Morris, East

Carolina’s  all-
time winningest wom-
en’s tennis coach,
enters his 10th sea-
son heading the Lady
Pirates” program.

During his first
seven years at ECU,
Morris headed both
the men’s and wom-
en’s teams and has compiled an overall
200-155 record during his long and success-
ful tenure in Greenville — capturing his latest
milestone triumph when the Lady Pirates
blanked North Carolina Central 7-0 last April
13th.

He has guided the women’s program
alone to 132 victories and successful seasons
in eight of his nine years at East Carolina,
which includes the top four single-season
win totals in school history — a 16-8 mark
in 2003, a 17-9 ledger in 2005 and back-to-
back school-record 19-9 and 19-10 finishes
in 2006 and 2007, respectively.

Morris also led his men’s squads to .500
finishes or better in four of the last six years
before hiring Shawn Heinchon to take over
the Pirates’ fortunes in the summer of 2005.

Morris helped his Lady Pirates match a
program-best by racking up 19 victories in 29
matches last spring, despite guiding a squad
that didn’t feature a single senior on its roster.
Morris’ steady hand directed a team which
dropped consecutive matches only twice all
season but put together five win streaks of
three matches or more.

In 2006, Morris directed the East Caro-
lina women to a record-breaking 19-9 mark
before advancing to the quarterfinal round of
Conference USA Championship Tournament.
A year earlier, he guided the Lady Pirates to a
then-standard 17-9 mark and a seventh-place
Conference USA finish.

During the 2003 season, the Lady Pirates’
second year of competition in Conference
USA, East Carolina matched a then-school
record for most wins in a season by going
16-8. Seeded ninth heading into the league
tournament, ECU won three of four matches
to finish in a tie for fifth place. The lone loss
came to top-seeded Tulane.

Following the 2003 women’s tourna-

10th Season ® Atlantic Christian ‘79

ment, Morris was awarded the Conference
USA Sportsmanship Award.

In 2002, the 12th-seeded Lady Pirates
defeated Charlotte, then stunned second-
seeded DePaul before bowing out to South
Florida. ECU’s women finished the 2002
campaign with a 12-11 record and, including
a regular season victory over Charlotte, won
three of its five head-to-head meetings with
C-USA opponents.

Morris, who will enter the 2008 season
with an overall coaching record of 375-257,
came to East Carolina from Barton College
(formerly Atlantic Christian College), where

he directed the tennis program as head
coach from 1990 to 1998 after a stellar play-
ing career there.

In Morris’ tenure at Barton, he guided
his men’s teams to six conference cham-
pionships while his women’s squads won
four league titles. He was named Carolinas
Conference Coach of the Year four times and
earned NAIA District 26 Coach-of-the-Year
honors once. Following the 1997 season,
Morris was tabbed as the NCAA Men’s East
Regional Coach of the Year, making him
one of four finalists for the NCAA Division Il
National Coach-of-the-Year award.

At Barton, Morris
coached eight All-Amer-
ica selections and eight

conference players-of-
the-year.
As an undergradu-

ate, Morris was Atlan-
tic Christian’s flight one
singles player in each of
his four years and earned
All-America  recogni-
tion twice. As a senior in
1979, he helped Atlantic
Christian reach the NAIA
National ~ Champion-
ship. He advanced to the
singles round of 32 his
freshman year, the semifi-
nals as a sophomore, the
round of 16 as a junior,
and the quarterfinals as
a senior. His 105 career
singles victories still rank
as the Barton school
record. In addition, he
compiled a career mark
of 17-4 in singles at the
national tournament.

Morris’ wife, Carol, is
a former standout tennis
player at the University of
South Carolina and had
several top 10 wins while
playing on the women’s
professional tour. The
couple has three chil-
dren—daughter  Chris
(15) and sons Jack (13)
and Al (9).






