




4 • Bucknell Football • Spring Report 2006

2006 Bucknell Outlook2006 Bucknell Outlook
expected to add depth at receiver. Richard Simpson, who will be a 
senior in the fall and started six games last season, is overcoming a 
pair of surgeries this spring.

OFFENSIVE LINE
With three starters returning - guards Jonathan Grainger and Ste-

fan Niemczyk, and tackle Chad Glasser - Landis has been pleased with 
his offensive line, which he expects to be solid in 2006.

Michael Anthony, who will be a senior in the fall, is the frontrun-
ner to move into the starting lineup at right tackle.  

In addition to the trio of returning starters and Anthony, Landis 
thinks Joel Hoffer, who started a handful of games last year, Michael 
Boccella and Nicholas DeFeo will garner plenty of playing time. Hof-
fer is the frontrunner to start at center, while DeFeo can play either 
guard position. Boccella is studying abroad this spring.

Greg Conti, Stephen Cooney, Stephen Rivera, Corey Teitz and 
Greg Wissman are also in the mix at offensive line.

DEFENSE

DEFENSIVE LINE
Defensive line was perhaps Bucknell’s strongest position last year 

with All-American Sean Conover and classmates Brandon Bailey, Jacob 
Burney and Andrew Decker all logging time there. This year all are 
gone to graduation and junior-to-be Ryan Walsh is the lone returning 
starter.

With all the seniors that graduated from the defensive line, a 
number of new faces will grace the Bucknell lineup. Among them are 
Stephen Edwards and Kurt Schneider, who Landis sees as the frontrun-
ners for the end positions.

Brandon Friday, who saw action in fi ve games last year, and Walsh 
are expected to hold down the two defensive tackle positions. Walsh 
fi nished with 28 tackles last year.

Veterans Craig Kostelic, who has moved from linebacker to defen-
sive line, and Michael Hardman should challenge for starting positions 
as they see their roles increase from last year.

LINEBACKER
While the defensive line was the strongest contingent of Buck-

nell’s defense last year, that honor may go to the linebacker corps this 
season with rising senior Dorian Petersen and third-year player Ryan 
Slater anchoring the defense from their linebacker positions.

The winner of the team’s Clarke Hinkle Award, given to the most 
outstanding linebacker or defensive back on the Bison, Petersen had 
an outstanding 2005 season, despite missing the fi nal game of the 
year with a knee injury. In 10 games he fi nished second on the team 
in tackles with 78, including six for loss. He logged a career-high three 
interceptions, the last of which he returned for a touchdown on the 
fi rst play of the game at Colgate. Petersen led the team with seven 
pass defl ections.

In his fi rst year as a starter Slater, a local product from Southern 
Columbia High School, led the team with 84 tackles. He had a team-
high nine tackles and broke up a pair of passes against Colgate for his 
best performance last year.

Another veteran, Matt Palermo, who was eighth on the team with 
32 tackles, should also hold down a starting position at linebacker. 

Landis singled out Julius Hopson, who appeared in all 11 games 
last year and made 25 tackles, as having an excellent spring as he at-
tempts to break into the starting lineup.

A pair of sophomores, Todd Manjuck and James Streapy, have 
been converted from safeties to linebackers, a position change Landis 
likes to make to increase the overall team speed, and will push the 
starters.

Another sophmore-to-be, Sam Williams, has shown great improve-
ment during the spring and could earn valuable playing time in the 
fall.

DEFENSIVE BACK
With the shifting of Dante Ross from defensive back to quarter-

back, plenty of other players got a chance to show their abilities in 
the defensive backfi eld last year.

Landis feels confi dent about entering the season with Devon Lutz 
and David Frisbey at the cornerback position. Both appeared in all 11 
contests last year with Frisbey recording 54 tackles and Lutz garner-
ing 22. 

Nolan Applegate impressed Landis in brief action last year and 
should compete for playing time at cornerback. 

At free safety, soon-to-be-junior Stephen Collage is the returning 
starter, but second-year player Harrison Baker is pushing him hard. 
Collage was third on the team with 69 tackles and had one intercep-
tion last year.

Baker, who has changed positions from running back to safety, is 
the most improved player and hardest hitter on the team, according 
to Landis.

SPECIAL TEAMS
Familiar faces Phil Azarik and Will Carney will handle much of the 

kicking duties for Bucknell in 2006. 
As a rookie Azarik averaged 36.0 yards per punt despite battling 

mono for part of the season.
Carney, who made 5 of 7 fi eld goals last year, including 2 of 2 from 

longer than 40 yards, is expected to handle much of the kicking du-
ties. Toby Cressman will split time kicking off with Carney.

Veteran kickers Peter Cotter, Matt DeMartino and Ryan Korn are 
all studying abroad this spring.

  With Ross, the 2004 Patriot League Special Teams Player of the 
Year, gone, there is a gaping hole at punt returner. Applegate and 
Zvara, who has a knack for making defenders miss, are expected to 
fi ll in for Ross, who returned 19 of Bucknell’s 21 punts last year.

Kaufman, who handled 15 kickoffs last year, should take over for 
Ross as the primary kickoff returner. He averaged nearly 17 yards per 
return. Watson should also become a dangerous return man alongside 
Kaufman.

One challenge for Bucknell will be replacing Jeff Orazi, a four-
year long snapper.

David Frisbey intercepted a team-high four passes last year.
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Note: Class years listed are projected for 2006-07 academic year.
* Varsity letters earned

 No.  Name Pos. Cl. Ht. Wt. Hometown/Secondary School
 1 * Allen, Zach WR So. 6-3 175 Catawissa, Pa./Southern Columbia
 2 * Zvara, Daniel WR So. 6-1 190 Jacksonville, Fla./Bolles School
 3 * Hopson, Julius LB So. 5-11 185 Pittsburgh, Pa./Central Catholic
 5 * Lutz, Devon DB So. 5-10 175 Harrisburg, Pa./Central Dauphin East
 6  Lair, Andrew QB So. 6-2 190 Metairie, La./Brother Martin/Naval Academy
 7  Wilson, Terrance QB Jr. 6-0 171 Trenton, N.J./Hamilton West
 9 ** Collage, Stephen DB Jr. 6-1 201 McKeesport, Pa./Elizabeth Forward
 11 * Ahern, Ryan QB Jr. 5-11 178 Palos Heights, Ill./St. Laurence
 12  Bouffard, Ben QB So. 6-2 195 Newport, Vt./North Country Union
 13  Odenbach, Alex WR/P So. 6-0 170 Webster, N.Y./McQuaid Jesuit 
 15  Harper, Jay DB So. 5-9 175 Maple Heights, Ohio/Maple Heights 
 16 ** Korn, Ryan K/P Sr. 5-11 195 Shirley, N.Y./William Floyd 
 17 * Azarik, Phil P/K So. 6-3 210 Hatfi eld, Pa./Germantown Academy
 19 * Carney, Will K So. 5-10 165 Voorhees, N.J./Eastern Regional
 21  Sutton, Greg DB Jr. 5-9 173 New Haven, Conn./Hamden 
 22 * Watson, Kadero RB So. 5-10 170 Richmond, Va./Monacan 
 24 * Erby, Corin RB Jr. 5-9 203 Long Island City, N.Y./Salisbury School (Conn.)
 25  Applegate, Nolan DB So. 5-9 175 Morrisville, Pa./Pennsbury
 26 *** Frisbey, David DB Sr. 5-11 180 Newark, Del./Charter School
 27  Flores, Luis DB Sr. 5-9 175 Brooklyn, N.Y./Poly Prep
 28  Pickering, Cyril LB Sr. 5-9 196 Staten Island, N.Y./Stuyvesant 
 29 ** Matzura, Stephen LB Sr. 5-10 204 Kulpmont, Pa./Mount Carmel 
 31  Baker, Harrison DB So. 5-9 170 Riverdale, Md./Eleanor Roosevelt
 32 ** Kaufman, Peter RB Sr. 5-10 191 Pittsburgh, Pa./Keystone Oaks
 33 ** Palermo, Matt DB Sr. 5-11 192 Pittsburgh, Pa./Penn Hills 
 34  O’Reilly, Cameron RB Jr. 5-10 179 Bexley, Ohio/Bexley 
 36  Barr, Chris DB So. 5-11 170 Pittsburgh, Pa./Mt. Lebanon
 37 * Manjuck, Todd LB So. 6-2 205 Durham, Conn./Coginchaug Regional 
 39 ** DeStefano, Josh RB Jr. 5-11 202 Altoona, Pa./Bishop Guilfoyle
 40  Hayes, Chris DB So. 6-0 195 Beaver Falls, Pa./Blackhawk 
 41 ** Slater, Ryan LB Jr. 6-0 208 Elysburg, Pa./southern Columbia 
 42 * Mullen, Kevin RB So. 5-10 210 Export, Pa./Penn-Trafford
 43  Streapy, James LB So. 6-1 190 Quakertown, Pa./Quakertown 
 45  Davis, Thaddeus DB So. 5-10 175 College Park, Md./Milton Hershey (Pa.) 
 47 * Williams, Sam LB So. 6-4 240 Orlando, Fla./Maynard Evans 
 48  Kostelic, Craig DL Jr. 5-11 213 Aliquippa, Pa./Center
 49 *** Petersen, Dorian LB Sr. 5-10 243 Rahway, N.J./Rahway 
 51 * Salvatore, Peter LB Jr. 5-11 225 Greenwich, Conn./Greenwich
 53  Rinaldo, Todd LB So. 6-0 230 Spring Lake Heights, N.J./Hun School 
 54 ** Niemczyk, Stefan OL Sr. 6-1 255 Broomall, Pa./Malvern Prep
 56  Cooney, Stephen OL So. 6-0 290 Imperial, Pa./West Allegheny
 57 ** Hoffer, Joel OL Sr. 6-2 265 Schaeffertown, Pa./Eastern Lebanon County 
 60 * DeFeo, Nicholas OL Sr. 6-1 312 Manlius, N.Y./Christian Brothers Academy
 61 ** Boccella, Michael OL Sr. 6-3 263 Dunmore, Pa./Dunmore
 62  Conti, Greg OL Jr. 6-0 267 Gibsonia, Pa./Pine-Richland 
 63  Teitz, Corey OL So. 6-2 285 Pittsburgh, Pa./Seton-LaSalle 
 64 ** Hardman, Michael DL Sr. 6-4 264 Harrisburg, Pa./Central Dauphin 
 65  Anthony, Michael OL Sr. 6-1 271 Egg Harbor Township, N.J./Egg Harbor Township
 66  Wissman, Greg OL Jr. 6-4 258 Port Jefferson, N.Y./Earl F. Vandermeulen 
 67 ** Glasser, Chad OL Jr. 6-2 268 Bethel Pak, Pa./Bethel Park
 70  Rivera, Stephen OL Jr. 6-1 346 Orlando, Fla./Colonial 
 72  Wancowicz, Chris OL So. 6-4 285 Baltimore, Md./Perry Hall 
 76  Friday, Brandon DL Jr. 5-10 239 Cinnaminson, N.J./St. Joseph’s Prep
 79 * Edwards, Stephen DL So. 6-6 260 Falmouth, Mass./Taft School

2006 Bucknell Spring Football Roster2006 Bucknell Spring Football Roster
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 No.  Name Pos. Cl. Ht. Wt. Hometown/Secondary School 
 80 * Mozal, Nick TE Jr. 6-1 220 Exeter, Pa./Wyoming Area 
 81 * Simpson, Richard WR Sr. 5-10 191 Havre de Grace, Md./Havre de Grace 
 83 * Guadagno, Andrew WR Jr. 6-1 186 Short Hills, N.J./Millburn
 84  Weiland, Rich TE So. 6-2 225 Pittsburgh, Pa./Fox Chapel  
 86  Cotter, Peter P Sr. 6-3 226 Springville, N.Y./Springville Griffi th
 87 * Watts, Ben DL So. 6-1 225 LaGrange, Ga./Troup 
 88 * DeMartino, Matt P/K Sr. 6-1 217 McLean, Va./Langley
 91 ** Walsh, Ryan DL Jr. 6-2 262 Turnersville, N.J./Washington Township 
 93  Cressman, Toby K So. 6-2 185 Titusville, Pa./Titusville
 95 * Grainger, Jonathan OL Jr. 6-3 267 Pittsburgh, Pa./Carrick
 98  Firman, Robert DB So. 5-11 170 Wincentown, N.J./Seneca
 99  Schneider, Kurt DL So. 6-5 260 Doylestown, Pa./Central Bucks East
   Davis, Roosevelt RB Jr. 5-8 179 College Park, Md./Milton Hershey (Pa.)
   Smith, Steve WR So. 6-4 200 Bea, Del./Christiana
 
* Letters earned

Head Coach: Tim Landis (Randolph-Macon ‘86), 4th season
Offensive Assistant Coaches: Ashley Ingram (Off. Coord./OL), Brent Thompson (QB/FB), Matt Lintal (WR/RB), Steve Hayes (Asst. OL)
Defensive Assistant Coaches: Jared Backus (Def. Coord./LB), Steve Vashel (Safeties), Ryan Crawford (Corners), Travis Burkett (Def. 
Asst.), Pat Kingman (DL)

Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Hometown/High School
Eric Baxter DB 5-11 185 Poughkeepsie, N.Y./Poughkeepsie
Andrew Bottone OL 6-2 270 Point Pleasant, N.J./Point Pleasant Boro
Will Braaf DL 6-4 245 Bardonia, N.Y./St. Joseph Regional
Cale Cadman WR 6-2 190 Clarks Summit, Pa./Abington Heights
Damian Chatman RB 5-9 180 Ann Arbor, Mich./Huron
Jason Davis RB 5-7 175 Cincinnati, Ohio/Winton Woods
Josh Eden DL 6-4 260 State College, Pa./State College
Brigham Farrand DB 6-1 190 Green Pond, N.J./Morris Knolls
Paul Forcellini RB 5-10 190 Nanty Glo, Pa./Bishop Carroll
Ian Fullmer OL 6-4 275 Shamokin, Pa./Southern Columbia
Josh Gornto DB 6-1 190 Durham, N.C./Jordan
Greg Jones QB 5-11 220 Springfi eld, Va./Lee
Matt Kikta OL 6-4 280 Upper St. Clair, Pa./Upper St. Clair
A.J. Kizekai RB 5-9 170 Pawtucket, R.I./Blair Academy
Jason Kolodziej LB 6-0 245 Pleasant Hills, Pa./Thomas Jefferson
Brian Kramer TE 6-3 210 Toledo, Ohio/Southview
Andrew Lair QB 6-2 195 Metairie, La./Brother Martin/U.S. Naval Academy
Josh Lee DB 5-11 175 Yardley, Pa./Pennsbury
Sam Nana-Sinkam LB 5-11 220 Lititz, Pa./Manheim Township
James Phelan OL 6-2 230 Orlando, Fla./Bishop Moore
A.J. Pompliano WR 5-11 180 Cary, N.C./Cardinal Gibbons
Justin Pulgrano RB 5-11 165 Ho-Ho-Kus, N.J./Northern Highlands
Jon Salem DB 6-2 180 Rydel, Pa./Chestnut Hill Academy
Kurt Schneider DL 6-5 265 Doylestown, Pa./Central Bucks East
Anthony Schultz TE 6-3 260 Toledo, Ohio/St. John’s
Brandon Simmons WR 5-11 175 Bedford Heights, Ohio/Bedford City
Jerome Tomberlin RB 5-8 175 Florala, Ala./Florala
Marcello Trigg QB 5-11 180 Tampa, Fla./Robinson
Michael Wagner DL 6-3 220 Chagrin Falls, Ohio/Gilmour Academy
Casey Williams RB 5-10 200 Moon Township, Pa./Moon Area
Leonard Wilson QB 6-1 185 Tyrone, Pa./Tyrone
David Young DL 6-2 225 Trumbull, Conn./Trumbull
Alec Yount OL 6-5 250 Andover, Mass./Andover

2006 Bucknell Spring Football Roster2006 Bucknell Spring Football Roster

Bucknell Football 2006 NewcomersBucknell Football 2006 Newcomers
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2 Daniel Zvara So. 6-1 190
13 Alex Odenbach So. 6-0 170

67 Chad Glasser Jr. 6-2 268
66 Greg Wissman Sr. 6-4 258

54 Stefan Niemczyk Sr. 6-1 255
60 Nicholas DeFeo Sr. 6-1 312

57 Joel Hoffer Sr. 6-2 265
62 Greg Conti Jr. 6-0 267
56 Stephen Cooney So. 6-0 290

95 Jonathan Grainger Jr. 6-3 267
63 Corey Teitz So. 6-2 285
70 Stephen Rivera Jr. 6-1 346

65 Michael Anthony Sr. 6-1 271
72 Chris Wancowicz So. 6-4 285

1 Zach Allen So. 6-3 175
83 Andrew Guadagno Jr. 6-1 186

7 Terrance Wilson Jr. 6-0 171 or
6 Andrew Lair So. 6-2 190
11 Ryan Ahern Jr. 5-11 178
12 Ben Bouffard So. 6-2 195

39 Josh DeStefano Jr. 5-11 202
42 Kevin Mullen So. 5-10 210

32 Peter Kaufman Sr. 5-10 191
34 Cameron O’Reilly Jr. 5-10 179

22 Kadero Watson So. 5-10 170 or
 Roosevelt Davis Jr. 5-8 179

79 Stephen Edwards So. 6-6 260
48 Craig Kostelic Jr. 5-11 213

76 Brandon Friday Jr. 5-10 239
64 Michael Hardman Sr. 6-4 264

91 Ryan Walsh Jr. 6-2 262
64 Michael Hardman Sr. 6-4 264

99 Kurt Schneider So. 6-5 260
48 Craig Kostelic Jr. 5-11 213

37 Todd Manjuck So. 6-2 205
3 Julius Hopson So. 5-11 185
98 Robert Firman So. 5-11 170

41 Ryan Slater Jr. 6-0 208
28 Cyril Pickering Sr. 5-9 196
53 Todd Rinaldo So. 6-0 230

49 Dorian Petersen Sr. 5-10 243
43 James Streapy So. 6-1 190
47 Sam Williams So. 6-4 240

33 Matt Palermo Sr. 5-11 192
40 Chris Hayes So. 6-0 195
36 Chris Barr So. 5-11 170

5 Devon Lutz So. 5-10 175
25 Nolan Applegate So. 5-9 175
15 Jay Harper So. 5-9 175

9 Stephen Collage Jr. 6-1 201
31 Harrison Baker So. 5-9 170
36 Chris Barr So. 5-11 170

26 David Frisbey Sr. 5-11 180
27 Luis Flores Sr. 5-9 175

WR

LT

LG

C

RG

RT

WR

QB

FB

SB

SB

DE

DT

DT

DE

OLB

ILB

ILB

OLB

CB

FS

CB
Note: Class years listed are projected for 2006-07 academic year.
Injured in spring: RB Corin Erby, DB Thaddeus Davis, LB Stephen Matzura, LB Peter Salvatore, WR Richard Simpson, DB 
Greg Sutton, DL Ben Watts 
Studying abroad in spring: OL Michael Boccella, P Peter Cotter, P/K Matt DeMartino, K/P Ryan Korn

2006 Bucknell Football Spring Depth Chart2006 Bucknell Football Spring Depth Chart
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Bucknell Football LettermenBucknell Football Lettermen
Off ensive Starters Returning: 9

WR Zach Allen So. 6-3 175 Catawissa, Pa./Southern Columbia
WR Daniel Zvara So. 6-1 190 Jacksonville, Fla./Bolles School
OL Michael Boccella* Sr. 6-3 263 Dunmore, Pa./Dunmore
OL Chad Glasser Jr. 6-2 268 Bethel Park, Pa./Bethel Park
OL Jonathan Grainger* Jr. 6-3 267 Pittsburgh, Pa./Carrick
OL Stefan Niemczyk Sr. 6-1 255 Broomall, Pa./Malvern Prep
RB Josh DeStefano Jr. 5-11 202 Altoona, Pa./Bishop Guilfoyle
RB Kadero Watson So. 5-10 170 Richmond, Va./Monacan
RB Peter Kaufman Sr. 5-10 191 Pittsburgh, Pa./Keystone Oaks
* Split time starting on offensive line

Off ensive Starters Lost: 3
QB Dante Ross 4L 5-8 164 Groton, Conn./Robert E. Fitch
OL Eric Becker 3L 6-1 241 West Monroe, N.Y./Christian Brothers Academy
OL Stephen Watts 3L 6-2 262 LaGrange, Ga./Troup

Defensive Starters Returning: 7
DL Ryan Walsh Jr. 6-2 262 Turnersville, N.J./Washington Township
LB Dorian Petersen Sr. 5-10 243 Rahway, N.J./Rahway
LB Ryan Slater Jr. 6-0 208 Elysburg, Pa./Southern Columbia
DB Stephen Collage Jr. 6-1 201 McKeesport, Pa./Elizabeth Forward
DB David Frisbey Sr. 5-11 180 Newark, Del./Charter School
DB Devon Lutz So. 5-10 175 Harrisburg, Pa./Central Dauphin East
DB Matt Palermo Sr. 5-11 192 Pittsburgh, Pa./Penn Hills
 

Defensive Starters Lost: 4
DL Brandon Bailey 4L 6-4 268 Newark, Del./Glasgow
DL Jacob Burney 3L 5-10 247 Charlotte, N.C./Charlotte Country Day
DL Sean Conover 4L 6-5 270 Whitman, Mass./Whitman-Hanson
LB James Lachman 3L 6-3 237 Bryn Mawr, Pa./St. Joseph’s Prep

Specialists Returning: 2
P/K Phil Azarik So. 6-3 210 Hatfi eld, Pa./Germantown Academy
K Will Carney So. 5-10 165 Voorhees, N.J./Eastern Regional

Specialists Lost: 2
K Ryan Bower 4L 6-1 198 Montoursville, Pa./Montoursville Area
LS Jeff Orazi 4L 5-10 222 Irwin, Pa./Norwin Senior

Lettermen Returning (34): Ryan Ahern (QB), Zach Allen (WR), Phil Azarik (P/K), Michael Boccella (OL), Will Carney (K), Stephen 
Collage (DB), Nicholas DeFeo (OL), Matt DeMartino (P/K), Josh DeStefano (RB), Stephen Edwards (DL), Corin Erby (RB), David Frisbey 
(DB), Chad Glasser (OL), Jonathan Grainger (OL), Andrew Guadagno (WR), Michael Hardman (DL), Joel Hoffer (OL), Julius Hopson 
(LB), Peter Kaufman (RB), Devon Lutz (DB), Todd Manjuck (LB), Stephen Matzura (LB), Nick Mozal (TE), Kevin Mullen (RB), Stefan 
Niemczyk (OL), Matt Palermo (DB), Dorian Petersen (LB), Peter Salvatore (LB), Ryan Slater (LB), Ryan Walsh (DL), Kadero Watson 
(RB), Ben Watts (DL), Sam Williams (LB), Daniel Zvara (WR).         

Lettermen Lost (14): Brandon Bailey (DL), Eric Becker (OL), Ryan Bower (K), Jacob Burney (DL), Sean Conover (DL), Kenny Davis 
(RB), Andrew Decker (DL), James Lachman (LB), Jeff Orazi (DL), Chris Praylo (DL), Dante Ross (QB/DB), Craig Swanson (OL), Stephen 
Watts (OL), John Thomson (DB).         
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Having already resur-
rected programs at Davidson 
and St. Mary’s, Tim Landis 
arrived at Bucknell in De-
cember 2002 to take over 
a football program that 
was undergoing a trying 
period. 

As Landis’ fi rst spring 
practice approached, the 
Bison were still coping with 
the death of legendary head 
coach Tom Gadd, and they 
were still tasting the bit-
terness of a 2-9 record that 
ended a school-record run 
of seven straight winning seasons. 

But under Landis’ leadership, pride was 
quickly restored in the program, and the 
Bison turned in two very good seasons, 
fi rst going 6-6 in 2003 then improving to 
7-4 in 2004. Bucknell placed third in the 
competitive Patriot League standings both 
seasons.

Last year the Bison dropped off to 1-10, 
but should improve upon that this year with 
15 starters returning.

Landis has coached both an All-American 
(DL Sean Conover) and an Academic All-
American (OL Justin Gibson) over the last 
two seasons.  

Upon his hiring, Landis, 41, brought to 
the Bison football program an impressive 
cache of head coaching experience at the 
Division I-AA level. He became Bucknell’s 
25th head football coach since the program’s 
inception in 1883.

“I have worked a very long time in this 
profession to earn a tremendous opportunity 
such as this,” said Landis at the time of his 
hiring. “To coach at a quality educational 
institution like Bucknell that also has a long 
and proud history of football is the culmina-
tion of a lifelong dream of mine.”

“Not only has Tim Landis shown that he 
is an outstanding football coach, but he 
has achieved an impressive track record of 
recruiting and developing student-athletes 
at highly selective academic institutions,” 
said Hardt at the time of his hiring. “Buck-
nell places great emphasis on developing 
the highest caliber student-athletes, both 
on and off the playing fi eld, and we believe 
that Coach Landis is a perfect fi t to lead our 
football program and successfully build on 
our established traditions.”  

Following a seven-year tenure as head 
coach at Davidson College, Landis spent the 
previous three seasons building a winning 
program at St. Mary’s (Calif.) College. In both 
positions, he garnered national accolades 
for turning modestly successful programs 
into winners. 

Upon his arrival at St. Mary’s in the spring 
of 2000, the Gaels had been just 4-17 over 
the previous two seasons. Landis quickly 
forged a 6-5 season in his fi rst year at the 

Moraga, Calif., school, 
marking the program’s best 
one-year turnaround since 
football was reinstated 
at St. Mary’s in 1967. The 
Gaels fi nished 6-5 again in 
2001 and 6-6 in 2002, and 
Landis was honored as the 
Division I-AA Independent 
Coach of the Year after both 
seasons. 

Landis helped Davidson 
to a school-record eight 
victories in both 1998 and 
1999, while laying the 
groundwork for a perfect 

10-0 season the year after his departure to 
St. Mary’s. Prior to Landis’ arrival, Davidson 
had enjoyed just one winning campaign since 
1980, but the Wildcats promptly went 6-4 
in 1993 under the then fi rst-year coach, 
and they would go on to enjoy four win-
ning seasons in his seven years at the North 
Carolina institution.

Landis, who has a career head coaching 
record of 67-72-1, was very familiar with 
Bucknell and the Patriot League, having 
coached against league teams at both Da-
vidson and St. Mary’s. The Bison and Gaels 
met in each of the last two seasons, with 
St. Mary’s winning 23-22 in overtime in 
2002 and Bucknell capturing a 38-6 deci-
sion in 2001. 

St. Mary’s 2000 team gained acclaim for 
its victories over nationally ranked Colgate 
and a talented Towson squad. He also posted 
a win over Patriot League foe Georgetown 
during his stint at Davidson.

“Having so many roots in the East, I have 
followed the Patriot League for a long time 
and it is becoming one of the premier confer-
ences in Division I-AA football,” Landis said 
upon his arrival at Bucknell. “Just look at 
the success that Patriot League teams have 
had in the I-AA playoffs. Every school in the 
league has academic prestige and football 
prestige. That is a great combination.” 

Landis’ trademark spread option offen-
sive attack put up 2,908 ground yards in 
2003, missing the school record by just a 
single yard while fi nishing 10th nationally 
in rushing offense. In 2003 the Bison were 
eighth nationally, averaging 251.8 rushing 
yards per game, while last year they were 
21st at 207.0 yards per contest.

In his fi rst season at St. Mary’s the Gaels 
ranked fourth nationally in rushing at 309.5 
yards per game and 24th nationally in total 
offense at 434.4. The team broke school re-
cords for total yards (4778) and touchdowns 
(50) in a season. Defensively, the Gaels were 
equally opportunistic, ranking 12th in Divi-
sion I-AA in turnovers forced (32). St. Mary’s 
also ranked fourth in the country in rushing 
offense in 2001 and fi fth in 2002.

At St. Mary’s, Landis coached an Associ-
ated Press First Team All-American in defen-

sive end Travis White, and he mentored a 
total of seven Verizon Academic All-District 
honorees in three years.

In his fi nal season at Davidson, the Wild-
cats defense led the nation with a school-
record 28 interceptions, including eight 
by All-American Ryan Crawford, a current 
assistant on the Bison staff. Landis’ special 
teams unit blocked a Division I-AA record 
13 kicks in 1999, and the defense allowed 
only 101 rushing yards per game to rank 13th 
in the nation.

In 1998, Davidson ranked fi rst nationally 
in pass effi ciency defense, second in scoring 
defense (a stingy 10.4 points per game al-
lowed), fourth in total defense (231.9 yards 
per game) and 12th in rushing defense. 

Landis originally joined the Davidson 
staff as its defensive line coach in 1991, 
and two years later, at the age of 29, he 
became one of the nation’s youngest head 
football coaches. 

A native of Yardley, Pa., and a 1982 
graduate of The Hun School in Princeton, 
N.J., Landis went on to earn a bachelor 
of arts degree in English from Randolph-
Macon College in 1986. A First Team All-Old 
Dominion Athletic Conference honoree both 
as a quarterback in football and a pitcher 
in baseball, Landis was inducted into the 
Randolph-Macon Athletic Hall of Fame in 
2000. He was the ODAC Baseball Player of the 
Year in 1986, and he also earned the school’s 
Compton Award for excellence in academics 
and athletics. In May 2002, he was inducted 
into The Hun School’s Hall of Fame. 

Landis took his initial steps into the coach-
ing profession in 1986, when he remained at 
Randolph-Macon to coach his alma mater’s 
wide receivers. In 1988, he began a three-
year stint as head football and baseball coach 
at Morrisville (Pa.) High School, where he 
led the grid squad to an 8-2 record, a state 
ranking and coach of the year honors by the 
Bucks County Courier Times, the Bicenten-
nial Athletic League and the Independence 
Football League. He also guided the baseball 
team to a conference crown. During his 
fi nal two years at the school, he served as 
director of athletics.

Landis returned to the collegiate level 
in 1991, when he was hired as an assistant 
at Davidson.

Off the fi eld, Landis is a member of the 
American Football Coaches Association 
(AFCA), where he serves as the chairman of 
that organization’s Division I-AA All-America 
Selection Committee. He also served as a 
member of the I-AA AFCA Board of Directors 
Executive Committee.

Landis and his wife Karen have three 
children — 13-year-old son T.J., four-year-
old daughter Jordan and three-year-old 
son Jack.

Tim Landis Enters Fourth Year at Helm of BisonTim Landis Enters Fourth Year at Helm of Bison


