


Q
A

How much effect is the poor economy having on the BC Athletics Department? 

The economy has impacted our entire institution. The Athletics Department 
has looked closely as to how we are spending every dollar, and we have made 
cuts in many areas. The last thing that we would ever like to cut would be 
positions, and I’m hopeful that is something we won’t have to do. 

Q
A

Will we be able to add a varsity men’s lacrosse program in the near future? 

No. I do not see a men’s lacrosse team in the future. Only four institutions in 
the ACC (Maryland, Duke, Virginia and North Carolina) offer men’s lacrosse, 
and none of those institutions offer 18 scholarships for men’s ice hockey and 
18 scholarships for women’s ice hockey. Hockey is a big and important sport 
here at Boston College, so I do not see the addition of men’s lacrosse any time 
in the future. We cannot be everything to everybody. Hockey has been and 
will always be very important here at Boston College.

Q

A

Are postseason revenues from bowl games, the NCAA Basketball Tournament, 
the Frozen Four, etc., retained entirely by the individual schools or is a 
percentage retained by the conference?

The Atlantic Coast Conference shares revenue on an equal basis. Every team 
attending a bowl is given a bowl allowance from the conference to cover 
expenses. All the revenue from the bowl games goes back to the conference 
and is split evenly among the teams. In the NCAA Basketball Tournament, 
the format is very similar. In hockey, there is no assistance provided by our 
conference, so it costs us money to go to the NCAA Tournament and Frozen 
Four as there is no extensive television package for hockey and thus there is 
significantly less revenue.

Captain Matt Price '10 presents the men’s ice hockey national 
championship trophy to the crowd gathered on O’Neill Plaza 
for the victory celebration.

Co-Captain Gina DiMartino, an All-Conference second-team selection 
as senior forward, helped lead women’s soccer to the NCAA Tournament’s 
“Elite Eight” and a share of the ACC regular-season title in 2009.
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Twenty-one Boston College sports 
teams received a perfect Graduation 
Success Rate score of 100, according 
to data released by the NCAA last 
November. That figure represents the 
most teams with a perfect 100 score of 
any Division I intercollegiate athletics 
program in the country.

In addition, BC football – with a score 
of 91 – was one of only six FBS (Football 
Bowl Subdivision) programs in the 
country to receive a score of 90 or better.

“This is a tremendous accomplishment 
by our student-athletes,” Director of 
Athletics Gene DeFilippo said. “This 
represents many hours of hard work 
by them, their coaches, our Office of 

Learning Resources for Student-Athletes 
and others. We are unbelievably proud of 
our achievements in the classroom.”

The 21 Boston College teams that 
recorded a perfect GSR score of 100 
included baseball, men’s cross country/
track, women’s cross country/track, 

men’s fencing, women’s fencing, men’s 
golf, women’s golf, men’s skiing, women’s 
skiing, men’s swimming, women’s 
swimming, men’s tennis, men’s sailing, 

women’s sailing, women’s basketball, 
women’s rowing, women’s ice hockey, 
women’s lacrosse, women’s soccer, 
women’s softball and women’s volleyball.

The six FBS institutions that received 
scores of 90 or better were Duke 
(96), Notre Dame (96), Navy (93), 

Northwestern (92), BC (91) and 
Vanderbilt (91).

The NCAA developed the Graduation 
Success Rate as part of its academic 

reform initiative to more accurately assess 
the academic success of student-athletes. 
The rate holds institutions accountable 
for transfer students, unlike the federal 
graduation rate. The Graduation Success 
Rate also accounts for midyear enrollees 
and is calculated for every sport.

The most recent Division I Graduation 
Success Rates are based on the four 
entering freshmen classes from 1999-
2000 through 2002-03. This year marks 
the eighth year that Graduation Success 
Rate data have been collected. The 
NCAA began collecting GSR data with 
the entering freshman class of 1995. The 
latest entering class for which data are 
available is 2002.

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
EAGLES LEAD THE NATION 

IN GRADUATION SUCCESS RATE PERFECT SCORES

“This is a tremendous accomplishment 
by our student-athletes.” - Gene DeFilippo
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APONAVICIUS, HENDERSON, RITCHIE
RECEIVE ACC POSTGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS

Boston College student-athletes 
Steve Aponavicius (football), Kelly 
Henderson (soccer) and Tim Ritchie 
(track and field) have been selected for 
the ACC’s Weaver-James-Corrigan 
Scholarships. The scholarships 
are awarded to selected student-
athletes—three from each league 
institution—who intend to pursue a 
graduate degree following completion 
of their undergraduate requirements. 
Each recipient will receive $5,000 to 
contribute to their graduate education. 
Each recipient has performed with 
distinction in both the classroom 
and his/her respective sports, while 
demonstrating exemplary conduct in  
the community.

Aponavicius was a walk-on to the 
BC football team as a sophomore, 
having not participated in football in 
high school. He eventually earned an 
athletics scholarship, was selected to 
the ACC All-Academic football team 

on four occasions, and finished his 
career as the Eagles’ all-time leading 
scorer. The finance and marketing 
major from Easton, Pa. completed 
his undergraduate work in 2009 and 
utilized his remaining year of eligibility 
to begin working toward his MBA. 
Aponavicius was active with both the 
Uplifting Athletes and BC’s Student-
Athlete Advisory Committee.

Henderson racked up 31 points on 
nine goals and 13 assists during her 
BC career. The Baldwin, N.Y., native 
is a member of the Student-Athlete 
Advisory Committee and volunteers 
in her spare time as a mentor to 
underprivileged children at local 
hospitals and schools. Majoring in 
Elementary Education and Human 
Development, Henderson earned 
Dean’s List honors in Boston College’s 
Lynch School of Education and the 
Athletic Directors’ Award for Academic 
Achievement. During her undergraduate 

studies, Henderson served as a teacher’s 
aide in the North Shore School District, 
and plans to take graduate classes at 
Columbia’s Teachers College.

Ritchie graduated from Boston College 
last May with degrees in both biology 
and theology. A three-sport student-
athlete competing in cross country 
and indoor and outdoor track & field, 
Ritchie placed 12th at the NCAA East 
Regional Track & Field Championship, 
sixth in the 5,000-meter run at the 
ACC Track & Field Championship, 
and posted a pair of top-10 finishes 
at the ACC Outdoor Track & Field 
Championship in 2009. The Worcester, 
Mass., native is on the leadership council 
of the St. Thomas More Catholic Men’s 
Group and is a tutor/instructional 
assistant at the Boston College Learning 
Resource Center. Ritchie plans to pursue 
a Master’s degree in either Theology or 
Pastoral Ministry at Boston College.

Boston College had 392 student-
athletes earn a place on the 
53rd annual Atlantic Coast 
Conference Academic Honor 
Roll, noting academic excellence 
by student-athletes for the 
academic year.

The Eagles were second in the ACC in 
the number of student-athletes being 
honored, including 72 swimmers and 65 
track and field athletes. Also honored by 
the ACC were Eagle of the Year winners 
Ben Smith and Kelly Henderson, Mark 
Herzlich and Anthony Castonzo of 
football along with 20 members of the 
national championship sailing team and 
seven members of the 2009-10 national 
championship men’s hockey team.

The ACC Honor Roll is comprised 
of those student-athletes 
who participated in a 
varsity-level sport 
and registered 
a grade point 
average of 3.00 
or better for the 
full academic 
year.

EAGLES PLACE 

392 
ON ACC ACADEMIC 
HONOR ROLL
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EVERY GIFT MATTERS
Flynn Fund donors contributed more than $27 million during the past year (this total includes an extraordinary payment towards a capital project). 
Those dollars directly support the stories of student-athletes overcoming an injury, pushing one more rep in the weight room, or stretching past the 
finish line in a close race. 

The dollars donated in support of academic achievement, athletic assomplishment and a greater social awareness are inspired from true stories. 
The following are some of those stories that played an integral role in advancing the Flynn Fund and the University’s Light the World Campaign goals 
of participation, volunteer leadership, legacy giving and raising $1.5 billion for vital priorities.

RAISE $1.5 BILLION

Paul Fulchino '69 and his wife, Patricia, established a hockey 
scholarship in March with a gift of $250,000. A former 
student-athlete, Paul played goalie for the Eagles with current 
Head Coach Jerry York '67.  Paul and Jerry’s long friendship 
dates back to their days playing hockey together at Boston 
College High School.  Paul has a deep appreciation for the 
success of the hockey program under Coach York, including 
the team’s most recent national championship.  When possible, 
Patricia and Paul travel from their homes in Dallas, Texas 
and Wellington, Florida to see the Eagles in person.  In Dallas, 
the Fulchinos have also volunteered their time and resources by 
hosting a number of BC gatherings for the local community.

VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP

Nicole DeBlois '99 is a former BC student-athlete. 
While at the Heights, this hockey player understood 
that volunteer engagement can play an integral role in a 
University’s success. In addition to her annual financial 
support, Nicole served as founding co-chair of the Maroon 
& GOLD Executive Committee, co-chaired her 10th 
Reunion Gift Committee and is an associate member 
of the Council for Women of Boston College and a 
subcommittee leader for the Boston Alumni Chapter.

“Boston College, and particularly BC Athletics, played a huge role in my success 
after school,” she said. “It taught me teamwork, dedication to a goal and time 
management, so it is important for me to do all that I can to afford someone 
else those same opportunities. So for me, that means giving back to BC both 
philanthropically and with my time. I am proud to be among a group of alumni 
who wear their maroon and gold on their sleeves for all to see.” 

LEGACY GIVING 

Dennis Griffin, M.D., '67 stepped forward to meet the 
University’s goal of legacy giving in this campaign by making 
a provision for BC Athletics in his estate. A Boston College 
parent five times over, Dennis has supported BC Athletics in a 
number of capacities over the years. Dennis hails from a strong 
BC family including his father and five siblings. A graduate of 
the college of arts and sciences, Dennis served as team doctor 
for 20 years and annually makes a gift to the Flynn Fund to support the University’s 
desire to reach 40,000 alumni who make gifts every year. When it came to legacy, 
however, the decision was simple for Dennis to reach a conclusion.

“BC has meant so much to me and my family,” he said. “I feel fortunate to have the 
opportunity to again link the Griffin family name to the Heights by endowing a fund 
in perpetuity. Boston College will endure long after each of us has passed through the 
classrooms and athletics fields and I wanted to do my part for future generations.”

PARTICIPATION 

Reaching 40,000 alumni who give to Boston College every 
year is critically important. Alumni, parents and friends may 
give at any level to assist BC in reaching this goal. Caitlin 
Bailey '10, the 800m ACC Indoor Champion and NCAA 
Outdoor 800m qualifier, realized this as a student-athlete and 
wasted no time in becoming a donor to BC. She contributed to 
the Flynn Fund as part of the senior-class gift campaign.

“I know how hard the students have worked in raising involvement in the class 
gift,” Caitlin said. “It is difficult to get such a large amount of people on board 
with one goal. I decided that it was important that I participate, for my classmates, 
and to show how appreciative I am of my scholarship. I designated my donation to 
the Flynn Fund, because without it I would never have been able to be a student-
athlete at BC.”
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WHERE DOES MY MONEY GO? OUR STUDENT-ATHLETES.
WHY SHOULD I GIVE? TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 
DOES IT MATTER? YES!
Alumni, parents and friends often ask how 
their money is spent at BC. As you see from 
the graphs, your dollars directly support our 
student-athletes in a variety of ways.

Scholarships are a critical component to the success of the department. Without the 
opportunity to enroll at the Heights, all the stories in the annual report would not 
be possible. There would be no hockey national championship, academic success or 
community involvement. Consider these facts:

	 In the last decade, scholarship costs have increased by more than 60%.

	� BC Athletics is not self-sufficient. We receive a University subsidy of 
approximately $10 million annually. 

	� BC Athletics will offer 272 athletics scholarships at the cost of more than  
$53,000 each in 2010-11. 

	 We must pay more than $14.5 million for scholarships for our student-athletes.

Your contribution of any amount helps defray the costs of competing at the highest 
level. Every gift makes a difference. For instance, gifts of less than $100 at the 
University totaled more than $1.3 million last year. There is strength in numbers.

2010 – 2011 SCHOLARSHIP COSTS:

FY 10 OPERATING BUDGET

33%
29%

26%6%

4%

2%

Facilities & Operations
Salaries
Scholarships

Equipment
Travel
Recruiting
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Just two years removed from graduation, 
Matt Ryan '07 became one of the 
youngest alumni to make a leadership 
gift to BC Athletics. Matt’s generosity 
will fund facility enhancements for 
the football program. “I wanted to be 
sure that all of the alumni, parents and 
friends who support BC know how they 
impacted my BC experience,” he said. “I 
thought the best way to do that was to 
give back.”

As a former student-athlete, Matt 
recognized the impact that private 
support had on his career and wasted no 
time in stepping forward to support his 
alma mater. A recipient of the Richard F. 
Powers, Jr. '40 Quarterback Scholarship, 

Matt saw firsthand what private support 
can do for an individual, program and 
the greater University. While so many 
fans were appreciative of the effort Matt 
and his teammates put forth to ascend 
to No. 2 in the national polls in 2007, 
he was most appreciative of the alumni, 
parents and friends who helped prepare 
the team to be successful.

“On behalf of all of us at the Heights, we 
simply want to say ‘thank you’ to Matt,” 
Director of Athletics Gene DeFilippo 
said. “This again proves that Matt is a 
special person. Very rarely does an NFL 
superstar at Matt’s age recognize the 
impact he can have off the field through 
philanthropic support. We are fortunate 

to have Matt as a loyal BC alumnus.”

“Winning starts with facilities and 
scholarships,” Ryan said. “None of 
us would have been here without that 
support. The Yawkey Athletics Center 
was a first-class facility to assist in 
our preparation. I know that my time 
at BC was enhanced because of the 
funding for my scholarship and this 
great building.”

Matt is entering his third NFL season 
with the Atlanta Falcons. He was the 
2008 NFL Rookie of the Year. At the 
Heights, Matt led BC to its first ACC 
Championship Game appearance and 
the No. 10 final ranking in 2007. He was 
named the 2007 ACC Player of the Year.

BC Graduates Michael WCAS '88 
and Matt A&S '90 Devlin have 
stepped forward to support our student-
athletes off the field by establishing the 
Katherine B. and Robert M. Devlin 
Student-Athletes for Education Program 
for Leadership Development. The 
Devlin S-AFE Program for Leadership 
Development was established in honor 
of Michael and Matt’s parents, Bob and 
Kate Devlin.

The program will support and enhance 
the Athletics Department outreach 
efforts with further coordinated 
planning, training and oversight 
of activities in the wider Boston 
community and beyond. In the true 
Jesuit ideal of educating the whole 

person and curis personalis, the outreach 
efforts supported by this program 
will incorporate the principles of 
community service and leadership into 
the student-athlete experience. Through 
the leadership and efforts of the 
Student-Athlete Advisory Committee, 
community outreach is not new to the 
BC student-athlete community. The 
Devlin S-AFE Program centralizes 
these efforts and provides the much-
needed financial support to allow our 
student-athletes to be most effective in 
their volunteer efforts.

Among the many activities that the 
Devlin S-AFE program supports are 
regular trips to Franciscan Hospital, 
the HEAR Program, Food for 

Families, annual clothing and food 
drives and other service trips. Most 
notably, more than 20 BC student-
athletes traveled to New Orleans 
and the Gulf Coast of Mississippi 
in January over winter break to work 
with the Katrina Relief Organization 
as a result of the support of Michael 
Devlin. Participants on the trip 
received a firsthand look at what true 
leadership looks like when they had the 
opportunity to meet with CNN Hero 
of the Year and BC graduate  
Liz McCartney.

“We are most appreciative to Michael 
and Matt for recognizing that the 
student-athlete experience occurs off the 
field as much as on the field,” Director 

of Athletics Gene DeFilippo said. “This 
commitment guarantees that we will be 
able to continue the great work in the 
community by our student-athletes.”

DEVLIN S-AFE PROGRAM ESTABLISHED

MATT RYAN SCORES AGAIN FOR BC
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Michaela “Mikey” (Murphy) Hoag, 
A&S '86 is a Trustee of the University 
serving on the Trustee Committee for 
University Advancement, a founding 
member of the Council for Women 
of Boston College, and a member of 
the Northern California Campaign 
Committee.  Mikey is also a member 
of the Alzheimer’s Zenith Board and 
serves on the board for the Riekes 
Center for Human Enhancement.

As regional leader in the California 
community and avid supporter of 

BC athletics, Mikey has not only 
demonstrated extraordinary generosity 
to Boston College but also a remarkable 
depth of personal commitment.  She 
is responsible for bringing the Council 
for Women’s Beginning the Journey 
panel series to San Francisco and has 
been an active participant in all regional 
activities.  In April of 2009, she 
welcomed Father Leahy and leaders in 
the Bay area into her home for a Light 
the World campaign reception. During 
BC’s football trip to the Emerald Bowl 
in December 2009, the Hoags hosted 

a number of guests at their home with 
Director of Athletics Gene DeFilippo 
as the special guest. An avid fan of 
collegiate basketball, Mikey is the first 
female alumna to fully endow a varsity 
athletics’ position at the Heights.  Her 
fundraising efforts have been invaluable 
to BC and most especially Boston 
College athletics.  

Mrs. Hoag and her husband Jay reside 
in Atherton and Carmel, California 
and have three children: Timothy '14, 
Sean, and Samantha.

THE JOHN P. CURLEY '13 AWARD
2010 RECIPIENT - MICHAELA “MIKEY” MURPHY HOAG, A&S '86

John V. Murphy '71
David P. O’Connor '86
Charles P. '66 & Elizabeth K. '67 Smith

Named after John P. Curley ‘13, who served as senior football manager for the 1912 Boston College Eagles and following his 
undergraduate career, dedicated his life to serving his alma mater. John served as Director of Athletic Facilities for many years and is
widely acknowledged as being the person who brought Boston College Athletics into the modern era. His lifetime commitment to 
Boston College and the Athletics Department are fittingly recognized with this award.

Presented to the outstanding volunteer who has committed both time and resources to advancing 
the efforts of Boston College, with particular emphasis on the Athletics Department.

PAST RECIPIENTS

The Hoags (left to right): Sean, Jay, Samantha, Mikey and Tim.

Boston College competes 
against some of the best 
schools in the country, and the 
financial support of our ACC 
peers continues to challenge 
us as we rank in the bottom 
third of gifts from 2009.

Gregory P. Barber '69
Alfred W. Branca '39
Timothy J. Connors, Jr. '76

John L. Harrington '57, MBA '66
Gerald B. Healy, M. D. '63
Thomas D. '52 & Regina McElroy P '80

TOTAL CASH 
GIFTS RECEIVED

FOR ALL ATHLETICALLY  
RELATED PURPOSES (2009)

WAKE FOREST

MIAMI

MARYLAND

BOSTON COLLEGE

GEORGIA TECH

DUKE

CLEMSON

NC STATE

NORTH CAROLINA

VIRGINIA TECH

VIRGINIA

FLORIDA STATE

Millions of dollars donated annually
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MARCH 26, 2006 

Eagles Win NCAA 
Northeast Regional title 
with 5-0 win over BU.

JAN. 27, 2001
Brian Gionta sets 

NCAA record with 5 
first-period goals (on 
5 shots) in home win 

over Maine.

MARCH 1, 2001
Boston College 

clinches Hockey East 
regular-season title 
with home victory.

MARCH 17, 2001
Eagles capture 

third Hockey East 
Tournament title in 
four years with a 5-3 

win over PC.

FEB. 28, 2003
BC clinches a share of Hockey 

East regular-season crown.

FEB. 9, 2004
BC wins Beanpot title with OT 
victory over BU; Ryan Murphy 

nets game winner.

MARCH 19, 2005
The Eagles win Hockey 

East Tournament title; Brian 
Boyle nets two goals, earns 

MVP honors.

MARCH 5, 2005
BC earns third straight 
Hockey East regular-

season title with 2-2 tie 
with Maine.

MARCH 28, 2004
BC defeats Michigan in NCAA 

Northeast Regional championship game; 
Ben Eaves scores OT winner.

A DECADE OF EXCELLENCE
B O S T O N  CO L L E G E  H O C K E Y  2 0 0 0 - 01  T H R O U G H  2 0 0 9-10

FEB. 27, 2004
Eagles clinch second 
straight Hockey East 
regular-season title.

APRIL 7, 2001
The Eagles claim national title with 

3-2 win over North Dakota in Albany; 
Krys Kolanos nets OT winner.

2001 20062002 2003 2004 2005
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MARCH 17, 2007
BC defeats UNH to win 

Hockey East Tournament 
title; Brock Bradford earns 

MVP honors.

FEB. 8, 2010
Eagles capture 

Beanpot title with win 
over BU; John Muse 
earns MVP honors 
and Eberly Trophy.

MARCH 20, 2010
BC captures Hockey 
East Tournament 

championship with 
7-6 win over Maine; 
Matt Lombardi earns 
MVP honors with hat 

trick in title game.

FROZEN 
FOURS

NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS  
(2001, 2008 & 2010)3 21 6NCAA

TOURNAMENT WINS 257WINS  
IN THE DECADE 

MARCH 30, 2008
Boston College captures 

NCAA Northeast Regional 
title with OT win over 

Miami; Joe Whitney nets 
game winner.

TOTAL
WINS

BOSTON 
COLLEGE

North 
Dakota

Michigan

Minnesota

Denver

New 
Hampshire

Michigan 
State

Colorado 
College 

NCAA 
WINS

FROZEN
FOURS

NATIONAL
TITLES

21 6 3 257

12 5 0 256

11 4 0 278

11 3 2 254

 8 2 2 249

 7 2 0 234

 7 2 1 231

 5 1 0 240

PROGRAM OF THE DECADE

FEB. 11, 2008 
BC wins Beanpot 

championship with win over 
Harvard; Brian Gibbons 

earns MVP honors.

APRIL 12, 2008
BC claims national championship 
with 4-1 win over Notre Dame in 
Denver; Nathan Gerbe nets two 
goals, two assists in title game.

APRIL 10, 2010 
Boston College claims national 

title with 5-0 win over Wisconsin; 
win gives Jerry York 850 career 

victories; game played before 37,592 
in Detroit’s Ford Field.

20102007 2008 2009

MARCH 22, 2008
Eagles capture Hockey 

East Tournament title with 
4-0 win over Vermont; one 
night earlier, Eagles down 
UNH in triple overtime.
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EAGLE STUDENT-ATHLETES

SERVING THE
GREATER GOOD

Boston College student-athletes are not 
only dedicated to the classroom and the 
athletic fields but also to giving back to 
the community. Eagle student-athletes are 
known to devote numerous hours toward 
helping those less fortunate, establishing 
programs, enhancing established programs 
and aiding local youth groups and hospitals.

The student-athletes are involved 
in a number of programs including 
volunteer work at the Greater Boston 
Food Bank, reading to students through 
the HEAR (Help Educate through 
Athletic Responsibility) program, Pen Pal 
Program, the Holiday Present Drive, 
visits to Boston Children’s Hospital and 
the Franciscan Hospital and other local 
community projects.

The Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee (SAAC) was awarded the 
Ever to Excel Award from the University’s 
Student Programs Office. The Ever to 
Excel Award is given to the group that 
has made an outstanding contribution to 
Boston College as an organization. 

This past year, SAAC completed 
more than 2,500 hours of community 
service, highlighted by the second 
annual Student-Athlete Service 
Immersion trip to the Gulf Coast 
Region to assist in the rebuilding 
effort from Hurricane Katrina. This 
trip was funded by Michael Devlin 
'88 who, along with his brother Matt 

’90, has established the Devlin S-AFE 
Program. Student-athletes from 10 
different teams participated in the trip 
to Mississippi and made significant 
contributions to helping the Katrina 
Relief Organization.

Individual teams are also pitching in as 
the Boston College lacrosse team hosted 
its second annual Friends of Jaclyn game 
to help raise funds for pediatric brain 
tumors. The football team participated 
in the second annual “Lift For Life” in 
May to raise money for Ewing’s sarcoma, 
a rare form of bone cancer that senior 
Mark Herzlich was diagnosed with in 
May of 2009. 

The Boston College field hockey team is 
involved in raising money for the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society, while women’s 
soccer held its second annual “Gold 
Game” to fundraise for the fight against 
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), 
also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease.

The ACC presented a number of students 
with the ACC Service Award – cross 
country’s Caitlin Bailey, softball’s Allison 
Gage, swimming’s John Malloy, softball’s 
Britney Wilkins, golf ’s Kevin Melnick 
and Carolyn Swords from basketball.

The annual Mo Maloney Award for 
Community Service was presented to 
senior lacrosse player Lauren Costello and 
senior sailor Ian Donahue.
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Mark Herzlich, my best friend, my 
brother, is a warrior. He was an All-
American, the ACC Defensive Player 
of the Year, a projected top draft pick. 
He turned a smear of eye black into a 
feared glare of intensity. Last May, Mark 
proved that his relentless attitude isn’t 
confined to that 6,000-square-yard piece 
of turf. He battled cancer in front of 
millions, finding himself, his health, and 
his religion; a personal trial streamed live 
over the most public of arenas. Even with 
the hopes and expectations of the world 
on his shoulders, he remained gracious 
and loving. He remained determined, 
never wanting sympathy and always 
putting others first. And, most 
impressively, he remained stubbornly 
positive, heart locked on the day he could 
call himself a survivor, high stepping 
into Boston College’s Alumni Stadium 
with fire in his eyes, adrenaline in his 

veins, and a 12-inch titanium rod in his 
left leg. The doctors told him they would 
try to save his life. They would do their 
best to save his leg. Best-case scenario- 
he would jog again. Mark heard their 
words, but within a day, he had made up 
his mind. “They know cancer, but they 
don’t know me.”

In his relatively short time in the public 
spotlight, Mark has demonstrated his 
fortitude. He wracked up tackles. He 
beat cancer. But I was lucky enough to 
have him as an inspiration before anyone 
else could even pronounce our last name. 
He was the subject of my first-grade 
role model sentence and the reason I 
started playing football. He would pick 
me up when I was down and knock me 
down when we played pick-up in the 
neighborhood (even though he two-hand 
touched everybody else). No matter the 
problem I faced, he always held the 

answer. Honestly, I felt silly for how 
much I looked up to him, until I realized 
that everyone else did, too.

When I was 14, Mark invited me to a 
preseason seven-on-seven at BC. He 
toured me through the locker room, 
introduced me to the guys, and even 
invited me to run routes with the team. 
Mark was a freshman in his first weeks 
on campus, the youngest player in a new 
system. Never have I heard of another 
player bringing a sibling to practice, let 
alone as the only freshman at summer 
workouts. He introduced me to future 
NFLers and threw me into Matt Ryan’s 
drill. He put his reputation on the line 
because he wanted me to be included, to 
enjoy myself.

That’s just the type of person Mark is. 
He’ll sacrifice himself for those around 
him. Throughout high school, he never 

hesitated to bring me along with his 
friends when I had nothing to do. He 
backed out of a senior week in Cancun, 
opting for a camping weekend spent with 
yours truly in the hills of Jim Thorpe, 
Pa., knowing that the next four years 
would be dominated by football, with 
little room for the brotherly time we 
cherished.

Mark has uplifted the sporting 
community. He helped raise hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to fight cancer. 
He has reached out personally to dozens 
of athletes, coaches, officials, and fans 
going through similar struggles. All 
while he continued to fight for his own 
life. He has turned me into the man that 
I am, so maybe I’m biased, but I can’t 
think of anyone more deserving of the 
tremendous support and recognition 
provided to him by the Boston College 
family over the past year.

“I’ve often heard it said that football does not create character; it reveals it. The game will not make you strong-willed, passionate, 
or selfless, but you better be those things if you are to excel. Football doesn’t create warriors; it just provides the battlefield.”

UNDER HELMETTHE
By Brad Herzlich

Brad Herzlich is Mark’s younger brother. He will 
be a freshman at Brown University this fall

Through his efforts to increase awareness about 
Ewing’s sarcoma, Mark helped raise more than 
$155,000 for cancer research.

Prior to BC’s game at Notre Dame, Mark met 
with Sister Barbara Anne Hallman, the subject of 
an ESPN College GameDay feature.
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Kelly Henderson '10, an All-America 
defender and co-captain of the women’s 
soccer team, and Ben Smith '10, an 
assistant captain on the men’s hockey 

team and the NCAA Frozen Four Most 
Outstanding Player, earned Eagle of the 
Year Awards at Boston College’s All-
Sports Banquet on May 7. 

The Nathaniel J. Hasenfus '22 Eagle 
of the Year Award is given annually 
to one male and one female senior 
student-athlete who are outstanding 
citizens, leaders, scholars and athletes. 
It is the most prestigious honor that the 
Athletics Department bestows upon a 
student-athlete. 

Henderson served as co-captain of 
the women’s soccer team. She earned 
All-Atlantic Coast Conference second-
team recognition and National Soccer 
Coaches Association of America 
(NSCAA) All-America second-team 
honors as senior defender in 2009. 
Henderson registered 31 points - nine 
goals and 13 assists - in 89 career games. 
She ranks first among all players in 
school history in games played. 

Henderson was recently named a 
recipient of the ACC’s Weaver-James-
Corrigan Postgraduate Scholarship. A 
member of the Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee, Henderson also volunteers 
as a mentor to underprivileged children 
at local hospitals and schools and served 
as a teacher’s aide in the North Shore 
School District. 

A native of Baldwin, N.Y., Henderson 
earned Dean’s List honors from the 
Lynch School of Education as an 
elementary education and human 
development major. She is a two-time 
recipient of the Athletics Director’s 
Award for Academic Achievement. 

Smith served as assistant captain of 
the hockey team that won the Beanpot 
title, the Hockey East Tournament title 
and the NCAA Championship. He 
registered 37 points - 16 goals and 21 
assists - in 42 games. The Avon, Conn., 
product captured the Frozen Four’s Most 
Outstanding Player honor after he tallied 

four points - three goals and one assist 
- in victories over Miami (April 8) and 
Wisconsin (April 10) in Detroit, Mich. 

Smith also earned the conference’s Len 
Ceglarski Sportsmanship Award, the 
program’s William J. Flynn Coaches’ 
Award and shared the Academic 
Excellence Award with Matt Price as 
the seniors with the highest grade point 
average this season. 

A four-time recipient of the Athletics 
Director’s Award for Academic 
Achievement and the school’s freshman 
male scholar-athlete of the year in 2007, 
Smith concluded his collegiate career 
with 122 points - 57 goals and 65 assists 
- in 165 games, including an amazing 
33 points - 16 goals and 17 assists - in 
27 postseason games. The Eagles went 
25-2 in 27 postseason games in the last 
four years. 

The Outstanding Scholar-Athlete 
Awards were also presented at the 
banquet. These awards are given to a 
male and female student-athlete from 
each class for excellence in both the 
classroom and on the playing field. The 
winners were Jillian King of track & 
cross country and Chris Kreider of men’s 
hockey from the freshmen class; Emily 
Charnowski from rowing and Brian Like 
of fencing from the sophomore class; 
Carolyn Swords of women’s basketball 
and Anthony Castonzo of football from 
the junior class; and Caitlin Bailey of 
women’s track and Tim Ritchie of men’s 
track from the senior class. 

Also honored were 379 BC student-
athletes who earned the Athletics 
Director’s Award for Academic 
Achievement. They must have an 
overall grade-point average of 3.0 to 
garner the honor. 

SMITH, HENDERSON EARN  
EAGLE OF THE YEAR 

HONORS
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“This is an exciting day for Boston 
College basketball,” Director of 
Athletics Gene DeFilippo said. “Coach 
Donahue led the Cornell program to 
an unprecedented level of success and 
he is well respected throughout the 
college basketball community. Coming 
from an Ivy League institution, he 
understands the academic mission of 
Boston College. His teams play an 
exciting, fast-paced brand of basketball, 
and his student-athletes are great 
ambassadors for the university. He is a 
great fit for our program.”

Cornell achieved the best Ivy record 
over the last five years (55-15) and 
Donahue was recognized for his work 
by being named a court coach by USA 
Basketball for the Under-18 national 
team trials in Washington, D.C., in 
July of 2008. Donahue coached and/
or recruited seven of the school’s top 13 
all-time leading scorers, two Ivy League 
Rookie of the Year players, eight NABC 
All-District selections, six Academic 
All-District picks and two Academic 
All-Americans.

The Big Red reached new heights in 
2009-10, winning the program’s third 
straight Ivy League title en route to an 
Ivy League-record 29 wins and not only 
the program’s first NCAA win, but a 
trip to the Sweet 16. Cornell climbed 
as high as No. 22 nationally in the 
ESPN/USA Today Coaches’ Poll, the 
program’s first national ranking in 59 
years, and set an Ivy record for three-
pointers in a season (326). The team 
also set single-season school records in 
points (2,545), field goals (913), assists 
(543) and blocked shots (127). The Big 
Red won the MSG Holiday Festival 
with a victory over St. John’s, Cornell’s 
first win over a Big East school since 
1969, and captured a season-opening 
win at Alabama, the team’s first win 
over a school from the Southeastern 
Conference since 1972. Cornell went 
11-1 at home and won 18 games away 
from home, the most among any 
Division I school. The most attention 
was given to Cornell’s noble effort in a 
71-66 loss at No. 1 Kansas, a game the 
Big Red led with under a minute to play. 

STEVE DONAHUE 
N A M E D

HEAD BASKETBALL COACH
Steve Donahue, who led Cornell to three 
consecutive Ivy League titles and a trip to the 2010 
NCAA Sweet 16, was named head basketball 
coach at Boston College this past April.
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The Big Red then shocked the world 
as a No. 12 seed, knocking out both 
fifth-seeded Temple and fourth-seeded 
Wisconsin by double figures to advance.

For his efforts, Donahue was named 
the Clair Bee Coach of the Year, the 
NABC District Coach of the Year, the 
midseason Hugh Durham Coach of 
the Year by collegeinsider.com as the 
top mid-major coach in the country, 
and was a finalist for both the Hugh 
Durham Award and the Jim Phelan 
Award for national coach of the year. 

Cornell earned its second consecutive 
Ivy League title in 2008-09, becoming 
the first team other than Penn or 
Princeton to win consecutive outright 
championships in conference history in 
the process. The Big Red went 21-10 
and won the Ancient Eight by three 
games with its 11-3 mark. It was the first 
time Cornell had posted consecutive 
20-win seasons. 

The 2007-08 district Coach of the Year 
according to the National Association of 
Basketball Coaches (NABC), the United 
States Basketball Writers’ Association 
(USBWA) and CollegeInsider.com 
(Hugh Durham National Mid-Major 
Coach of the Year finalist), Donahue 
directed the 2007-08 Big Red to a 22-6 
record and the program’s first Ivy title in 
20 years. 

Off the court, Donahue expects his 
players to succeed in the classroom and 
contribute in their community. Cornell 
players made frequent appearances in 

local schools, speaking to students on 
the importance of a good education. 

Renowned as a top recruiter and for his 
offensive mind while an assistant at the 
University of Pennsylvania, Donahue 
learned the trade from some of the 
nation’s top coaches. Donahue served 
as an assistant coach and recruiting 
coordinator under Fran Dunphy at 
Penn for 10 years. During his tenure 
as a Quaker assistant, he was heavily 
involved in the recruitment of five 
of Penn’s top 20 all-time scorers. He 
was also instrumental in the Quakers 
winning six Ivy League titles in his 
last eight years there, advancing to the 
NCAA tournament five times and 
earning national recognition with a top 
25 ranking. 

Prior to joining Dunphy’s staff at Penn, 
Donahue coached for two seasons at 
Philadelphia University. During his two 
seasons there, the Rams won 20 games 
each season and also competed in the 
1989 NCAA Division II tournament. 

Donahue served as an assistant for 
current Lafayette head coach Fran 
O’Hanlon at Monsignor Bonner HS, 
helping to guide Bonner to the  
1987-88 Philadelphia Catholic  
League championship. 

He began his coaching career at 
Springfield HS under Skip Werley,  
his former college coach. He served as 
head coach of the junior varsity and 
assistant coach for the varsity team for 
three seasons. 

He captained both the baseball and 
basketball teams as a senior at Ursinus 
College, earning four letters in both 
sports. As a freshman, Donahue helped 
the basketball squad finish 23-8 and 
advance to the NCAA Division III 
tournament. He graduated in 1984 with 

a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics 
and business administration. 

Donahue and his wife, Pamela, have  
four children, Taylor, Matthew, Katie 
and Jack.

“This is an exciting day for Boston College basketball.” - Gene DeFilippo

BC students greet head basketball coach Steve Donahue.
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QUESTIONS 
& ANSWERS
WITH COACH DONAHUE

Can you offer your thoughts on the players in the program?  
Any early impressions?

I think we have a group that wants to be really good. They’ve been very open 
to everything that I’ve suggested and things that we implemented in the 
offseason. I think we have really good specific goals to make these kids better 
on and off the basketball court, and I’ve been very happy with how they’ve 
been received and how they’re proceeding to make those things happen. I 
think that’s a big step for this group. The guys who have stayed with us are 
looking to get better in every aspect of Boston College basketball.

Q
A

Is there a certain type of player that you’ll be looking to bring into the program?

It’s not a specific type of player. It’s a specific characteristic. I love kids who 
are “energy givers” as opposed to “energy drainers”. I love kids who have a 
great passion for basketball, a great passion for being a great teammate and 
who want the best for Boston College basketball, more than their individual 
accolades. I’m looking for that type of individual to help us move this program 
forward. There are a lot of other things that we look for in terms of basketball 
specific, but those are the type of kids that I want to coach.

Q
A

Can you give us some insights into Steve Donahue? What makes you tick? 

I don’t like talking about myself so that’s hard. Honestly, me personally, I 
think I’m an open book. I try to treat people like I would want to be treated. 

I love every aspect of being a basketball coach. I love the teaching. I love the 
relationships. I love that it’s a group of guys working together to overcome 
obstacles. That’s what drives me.

All the other things are really nice. I love that people feel proud of Boston 
College basketball if we are successful, but that’s not necessarily why I coach. 
I coach for the intrinsic values that I get daily by working with young people.

My life is pretty simple. I have a great family that I love spending time with. 
I’m raising four kids and I’m enjoying them and, obviously, my second family 
is Boston College basketball.

It’s extremely important to me that we have great role models for our players 
and not just guys who will talk the talk, but will live it day in and day out. 

Q
A

Everyone here – and across the country – was wrapped up in your Cornell team’s 
success this past season and its run in the NCAA Tournament. What can BC fans take 
from that team? What style of play – offensively and defensively – do you plan to bring 
to Boston College?

I think what caught the imagination of the basketball fan with our team was, 
the comment I always got was, it was fun to watch. I would hope that people 
enjoy basketball being played unselfishly, with great passion, hard work, 
perseverance and all of the unselfishness that exists on offense and defense. I 
think that’s what the players that played for Cornell performed like this year.

The style of play for us will be one where we continually talk about playing 
fast. What I mean by that is I’m going to find players that obviously push the 
basketball on the offensive end and make quick decisions with the ball. It 
doesn’t necessarily mean taking quick, bad shots. We’re going to take a good 
shot as quickly as we can, and continually put pressure on the defense before 
it’s set. It doesn’t mean I need the most athletic guys, but I need a very high 
skill level, a very high cardio conditioning level and a very good athlete to 
perform this way.

On the defensive end, I think you’ll see a group that plays to the strength 
of our personnel, but we will vary our stuff quite a bit. I think it fits the way 
we play on offense. We’ll have intelligent players who are able to switch the 
defense from 3/4 court pressure to halfcourt to our standard man to man. 
You’ll see, when it’s all said and done, 75 percent of it will be man to man. 
That’s my assumption right now, but I believe BC fans will see a brand of 
basketball that’s fun to watch, that’s unselfish, that relies heavily on skill and 
toughness with kids who can play athletically in the ACC.

Q

A

Q
A

Talk about your first weeks on the job. What has been the biggest change/
adjustment from Cornell to BC?

It’s hard to just look at it as Boston College and my transition here. It also 
involves a lot of personal transition and that’s a large part of my life – and 
for my assistants as well. It involves moving, finding a house and getting 
acclimated to the area. That all plays in to the things that I’m trying to do.

With the team, I think getting to know the guys very well and their getting 
to know me. We’re trying to build up trust and develop a connection with 
each other – and that means the players and the coaches. I think that’s been 
the biggest challenge. It’s all new for the players and the coaches.
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What are the biggest changes you’ll bring to the basketball program?

It’s hard for me to speak in terms of changes because I’ve never been here. 
Everybody that follows Boston College basketball closely knows Boston 
College basketball better than I do.

What I’d hope you would do is see a team that you can be very proud of in 
every aspect of how they go about their business – whether that’s on the court, 
in the classroom, in the community. Every aspect of it I would hope that 
people would understand that we’re recruiting kids that play to the image of 
Boston College. That’s very important to me that we do all those things as we 
are successful on the basketball court.

Q
A

Q
A

Do you have plans to bring in any other players before the start of the 2010-11 season?

Here’s what I’ll say. We are in what I call “Code Red”. Recruit every day. 
The lifeline of our program is recruiting. Players make your program. We are 
doing everything we can every minute of the day, in terms of recruiting, to 
make our program better. We will do everything we can to make sure that 
we’re looking at every avenue to find the right fit for Boston College in this 
class and I’m confident that we’ll be able to do that.

Q
A

Can you talk a little bit about your staff?

These players will see tremendous family men, husbands, fathers,  
mentors and teachers. They will lead by example. I think as the Boston 
College community gets to know these guys they’ll understand what I’m 
talking about.

Joe Jones was a head coach at Columbia, a very difficult place to win, and he 
brought them to the top of the Ivy League in terms of wins. He got Columbia 
in the upper echelon year in and year out. He does a tremendous job 
mentoring kids. I always thought his teams played extremely hard, unselfishly. 
Going against him in recruiting and knowing his personality, I couldn’t 
imagine anyone being a better recruiter for Boston College. Joe is a terrific 
relations builder, a person who reaches out to people. He’s extremely unselfish 
and egoless. I think he’ll be an incredible coach for us.

Nat Graham – I coached him as a player at the University of Pennsylvania 
and worked with him the last five years at Cornell. He’s extremely intelligent 
and has an incredible ability to gather information, evaluate talent and 
develop relationships in recruiting. Nat is someone who gets the most pleasure 
out of teaching the game of basketball on the floor. There are not a lot of 
other things that he loves more than working with kids, making them better. 
I think you’ll see tremendous individual improvement in our players as the 
season goes along and one of those reasons will be because of Nat’s ability to 
teach the game.

I’ve known Akbar Waheed for 11 years. He was an assistant at Niagara 
after playing there. He made a huge impression on me as I got to know him. 
I never even talked about, if I ever got a job, would I hire him, but he was 
always a guy that I thought would be a tremendous addition to our staff if I 
had the opportunity. He’s a tremendous role model for kids. He has a great 
work ethic. He has an outstanding ability to recruit and form meaningful 
relationships. I think he’ll be a great teacher of the game. I just don’t know 
that because I haven’t worked with him.

Woody Kampmann comes here after spending three years as an assistant 
coach. He’s a great organizer. I thought he did an incredible job at Cornell 
in organizing our underclass recruiting. He’s a diligent worker. He has 
a tremendous ability to follow up throughout the recruiting process, 
overturning every stone that needs to be overturned. He’s someone who can 
run our recruiting from an organizational point because he can’t have contact 
with recruits. He’s someone who will really do a great job organizing our 
procedures as we go to recruit – for all the assistants and me. Woody is also 
another great role model for our guys.
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Boston College 
Assistant Athletics 
Director for 
Operations Matt 
Conway has been 
named the recipient 
of the 2009-10 Skip 

Prosser Distinguished Service Award 
by the Atlantic Coast Conference 
Basketball Officials Association. 

“We’re very proud of Matt for receiving 
this award,” Director of Athletics 
Gene DeFilippo said. “Matt plays 
an integral role in the operation of 
many of BC’s home events, including 
men’s basketball. To be recognized 
by the league’s officials speaks to his 
dedication, organization and attention  
to detail.”

The league’s officiating association 
presents the award each year to 
someone who has helped the cause of 

officiating in the ACC. All ACC men’s 
basketball officials were asked to vote 
on their DSA recipient choice. The 
award is named after the late Wake 
Forest basketball coach, Skip Prosser.

In his role at BC, Conway helps 
facilitate the officials’ arrival and 
departure from BC as well as their 
locker room accommodations and 
serves as a liaison between the officials 
and all game operations personnel.

Conway was promoted to Assistant 
AD for Operations in January of 2007. 
He joined BC as part of the Flynn 
Recreation Complex staff in September 
of 2004. Conway is originally from 
Wilkes Barre, Pa. He resides in Sharon 
with wife Meghan and sons Owen  
and Liam.

CONWAY RECEIVES  
SKIP PROSSER DISTINGUISHED  
SERVICE AWARD FROM ACC

Boston College has been chosen as the 
host institution for the East Regional 
of the 2012 NCAA Men’s Basketball 
Tournament, set for March 22-24, 
2012 at the TD Garden. BC also served 
as the host institution for the 2009 East 
Regional, as well as the 1999 and 2003 
NCAA First and Second Rounds. 

“We are extremely pleased that the 
NCAA has decided to return to Boston 
for college basketball’s showcase 

tournament,” Director of Athletics 
Gene DeFilippo said. “This decision is 
a tribute to the outstanding cooperation 
Boston College has received from 
Mayor Menino’s office, the city of 
Boston, the TD Garden, the Greater 
Boston Convention and Visitors Bureau 
and the local business community. We 
are grateful for their support and excited 
to have this opportunity once again.” 

The Boston College sailing team won 
its fourth National Championship as the 
Eagles finished first in the Coed Regatta 
on Lake Mendota in Wisconsin. The 
Eagles came into the competition 
ranked first in coed and women’s sailing 
and took second place in both events. 
On the final day of racing, Boston 
College earned the 2010 ICSA/Gill 
National Coed Championship.

Boston College was also awarded the 
Fowle Trophy - Team of the Year - for 
the second time in three years.

The Eagles earned 127 points in the 
win, five points ahead of second-place 
finisher Harvard. The Eagles notched 
88 points in the A Division and 39 in 
the B Division to seal the win. Sailing 
for Boston College’s A Division boat 
were junior Tyler Sinks, freshman 
Laura McKenna, junior Briana 
Provancha and junior Lucy Wallace. 
The B Division sailors for Boston 
College were junior Taylor Canfield 
and senior Sandra Williams. 

The BC senior class will leave the Heights 
with a four national titles - - 2010 Coed 
National Championship, 2009 Team 
National Championship, 2008 Team 

National Championship and the 2008 
Women’s National Championship.

Individually the Eagles took home 
more hardware. Sinks and Canfield 
were named Coed All-Americans. 
Sinks was also a finalist for Coed Sailor 
of the Year. 

Sophomore Annie Haeger, who was 
a finalist for Sailor of the Year, was 
named a Coed All-America honorable 
mention. Earlier in the week, Haeger 
and junior Emily Maxwell were named 
to the ICSA All-American Skipper 
Team. Sophomore Emily Massa and 
Williams were named to the All-
America crew team.

SAILING  
TEAM WINS  
FOURTH 
NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP

BOSTON COLLEGE 
CHOSEN TO HOST  

2012 
NCAA EAST REGIONAL
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The Boston College Athletics 
Department and Under Armour, Inc. 
have announced that the Baltimore-
based leader in performance apparel 
and footwear will become the official 
outfitter of Boston College Athletics 
effective July, 2010. 

The six-year, multi-million dollar 
agreement gives Under Armour the 
right to provide uniforms, apparel 
and footwear to each of the Eagles’ 
31 varsity sports, including football, 
men’s and women’s basketball, men’s 
and women’s ice hockey and field 
hockey. This department-wide outfitter 
agreement also includes an annual 
Under Armour product allowance 
as well as a rights fee, marketing 
entitlements, event tickets, and retail 
licensing rights. 

“As one of the bellwether athletic 
programs of the Northeast and a 
perennial national championship 
contender, Boston College is an ideal 
match for the Under Armour brand. 
The Eagles’ rich heritage across 
multiple sports is a testament to the 

dedicated athletes and administrators 
who strive to be the best,” said Kevin 
Plank, CEO and Founder, Under 
Armour. “BC has maintained a loyal 
and fervent fan base in a city that 
demands excellence from all of its 
teams, and this partnership will have 
an immediate, positive impact for our 
brand and this elite athletic program 
and institution.”

“Boston College is very excited to 
introduce this new partnership with 
Under Armour,” Director of Athletics 
Gene DeFilippo said. “Under Armour 
is committed to making all student-
athletes better, and we look forward to 
working with them to provide all our 
student-athletes with the best chance to 
excel on the national stage.” 

Under Armour, the originators of 
performance apparel, has transitioned 
athletes into moisture-wicking apparel 
since 1996. Under Armour products are 
sold worldwide and worn by athletes at 
all levels, from youth to professional, on 
playing fields around the globe. 

UNDER ARMOUR 
NAMED OFFICIAL OUTFITTER OF  

BOSTON COLLEGE

ATHLETICS

Boston College Director of Athletics 
Gene DeFilippo has announced that 
Tom Peters and Eric Ziady have  
been promoted to Senior Associate 
Athletics Directors.

“Tom and Eric are very deserving of 
these promotions,” DeFilippo said. 
“We are grateful for their dedication 
to Boston College Athletics and 
congratulate them for a job well done.”

Peters is in his 
19th year at 
Boston College, 
having joined the 
Eagles’ staff in 
January 1992. His 
responsibilities 

include overseeing nine of the men’s 
and women’s athletic programs – men’s 
and women’s ice hockey, men’s and 
women’s soccer, men’s and women’s 
swimming, men’s and women’s fencing 
and baseball – and serving as the 
department’s liaison with numerous 
athletic-related support groups. Peters 
has also served as tournament manager 
for a host of postseason events, 
including the 2009 NCAA Men’s 
Basketball East Regional, the 1999 
and 2003 NCAA Men’s Basketball 
East Region First and Second Rounds 
and the 2003 Intercollegiate Fencing 
Association championships. 

Peters is also a member of the men’s and 
women’s Beanpot Hockey Tournament 

Committees and served on the executive 
committee of Women’s Hockey East 
from the league’s inception in 2002-
03 through his time as chair of the 
committee during the 2006-07 season. 
Peters currently serves on the Hockey 
East Championships Committee. 

Ziady is in his 
12th year at 
Boston College. 
He came to 
the Heights in 
March of 1998 
after spending 

nine years at Northeastern University, 
the last four as assistant director of 
athletics. At BC, he handles both 
the long-range fiscal planning for 
the department and the day-to-day 
monitoring and administration of 
all business operations, including 
operating, endowed and gift accounts. 

This past year, Ziady negotiated 
the six-year, multi-million dollar 
sponsorship agreement with Under 
Armour (set to begin July 1) that will 
outfit all 31 sports programs as well 
as provide financial support for the 
department. In addition, he handles 
football game scheduling and contract 
administration, as well as overseeing 
five of the men’s and women’s athletic 
programs (football, men’s and women’s 
golf and men’s and women’s sailing).

PETERS, ZIADY 
PROMOTE D TO  

SENIOR ASSOCIATE ATHLETICS DIRECTORS

Head lacrosse coach Bowen Holden 
guided the 2010 Eagles to a 12-6 record, 
the best in program history.
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Tom McManus '92 (football): 
Tom McManus was a two-time All-Big 
East first-team selection (1991 and 1992). 
He earned All-America third-team 
honors from the Football News in 1992. 
McManus, a linebacker who came to BC 
from Buffalo Grove, Ill., currently ranks 
fourth on BC’s list of all-time tacklers 
(427 tackles). He totaled more than 150 
tackles in each of his last two seasons. 
After BC, he played four years in the 
NFL with the Jacksonville Jaguars. 

Danya Abrams '97 (basketball): 
A three-time All-Big East first-
team honoree, Danya Abrams led 
the basketball team to three NCAA 
Tournament berths in his stellar four-
year career. He made an immediate 
impact on the program, starting 25 
games and leading the Eagles to the 
NCAA Tournament’s Elite Eight in his 
freshman season. He currently ranks 
seventh on BC’s career scoring list (2,053 
points) and third on its career rebounding 
list (1,029 rebounds). After graduation, 
Abrams enjoyed a highly successful 13-
year career in Europe (nine years in Spain, 
four years in Greece). 

Becky Gottstein Holden '02 (basketball):  
Becky Gottstein was a two-time All-Big 
East second-team selection and earned 
BC’s Female Eagle of the Year honor in 
2002-03 (which was her fifth year at BC; 

she was injured for most of the 2001-02 
season). She finished as the school’s 
second all-time leading rebounder (884 
rebounds) and its fifth all-time leading 
scorer (1,490 points). 

Gerry Hamel '61 (baseball): 
Gerry Hamel was a three-year starter on 
the BC baseball team. He batted third and 
played right field for the Eagles. He led 
the team in RBIs twice and in runs scored 
once. Hamel was noted for his great speed 
and his terrific defense. He earned Greater 
Boston League all-star honors twice and 
NCAA Tournament District 1 all-star 
honors in 1961. BC went to consecutive 
College World Series (1961 and 1962) 
during his collegiate career. 

Antonio Garay '02 (wrestling/football):
Antonio Garay was both a wrestler and 
a football player during his collegiate 
career. He was inducted primarily 
because of his exceptional wrestling 
record. He was a three-time participant 
in the NCAA Championship. In 2000, 
he earned All-America honors after 
finishing fourth in the heavyweight 
division at the NCAA Championship. 
That same year, Garay captured 
the Gorrarian Award (most pins in 
the least amount of time at the NCAA 
Championship). On the football field, he 
overcame several injuries to record 172 
career tackles in 31 games. 

Craig Janney '87 (hockey): 
Craig Janney played two years on the 
Eagles’ hockey team. He registered 27 
points in his freshman season, when 
he was the youngest player on the 
team. One year later, as a sophomore, 
Janney captured All-America first-team 
accolades after totaling a team-high 83 
points - 28 goals and 55 assists. That 
same year, he gained All-New England 
and All-Hockey East first-team honors. 
A member of the 1988 U.S. Olympic 
hockey team, Janney played 12 years 
in the National Hockey League (with 
Boston, St. Louis, San Jose, Winnipeg, 
Phoenix, Tampa Bay, NY Islanders). 

Gordie Farkouh '83 (soccer): 
Gordie Farkouh was a standout 
goalkeeper for the men’s soccer team 
from 1979-82. He led the Eagles to 15 
wins in each of his final three seasons. 
The Manhasset, N.Y., product remains 
BC’s career leader in four statistical 
categories - saves (359), goals against 

average (0.71), shutouts (33) and wins 
(38). In his senior season (1982), he 
recorded an amazing 14 shutouts. 

Tom Nalen '93 (football): 
Tom Nalen is one of the best offensive 
linemen in BC football history. In fact, 
Nalen is now renowned as one of the 
greatest offensive linemen in NFL history. 
The Foxboro, Mass., product started 
every game in his last three years at BC. 
He earned Associated Press All-America 
third-team honors, All-Big East second-
team honors and ECAC first-team 
accolades in 1993. He closed his collegiate 
career playing in both the East-West 
Shrine Game and the Senior Bowl. Nalen 
spent his entire 15-year professional career 
with the Denver Broncos. He started 
188 games (of the 194 games in which he 
played), the most for an offensive lineman 
in Broncos history. Nalen helped lead 
Denver to Super Bowl championships in 
1998 and 1999.

INDUCTED INTO VARSITY 
CLUB HALL OF FAME
Eight of the finest athletes in Boston College 
history were inducted into the Varsity Club 
Hall of Fame this past year. Here are short 
biographies of the new hall-of-famers:8

Gerry Hamel, Gordie Farkouh, Danya Abrams, Tom McManus, Becky Gottstein Holden, 
Craig Janney. Missing from photo: Antonio Garay, Tom Nalen.
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FSG would like to thank Liberty Mutual for their generous corporate 
partnership with Boston College Athletics. At each home game during 
the 2009-10 season, Liberty Mutual and the Superfans helped the Eagles 
“Light the Torch” on the new Liberty Mutual video board sign on BC 
three-pointers made during each basketball game and after each goal by the 
National Championship Men’s Ice Hockey team. 

Liberty Mutual also plays a major role at BC off the playing fields as a 
partner of the BC Alumni Association. Liberty Mutual offers all BC alumni 
and their family special rates on their insurance services. As a Boston College 
graduate, you may qualify for a special group discount on your auto, home, 
and renters insurance through Group Savings Plus from Liberty Mutual.  
With Group Savings Plus, you can enjoy the ease and convenience of paying 
your premiums through electronic fund deductions from your checking 
account or direct billing at home.

FSG LIGHTS THE WAY
Fenway Sports Group (FSG) 
committed $1.4 million to BC 
Athletics to purchase and 
install state-of-the-art HD video 
boards on both ends of Conte 
Forum for the 2009-10 athletic 
seasons. The new boards have 
rejuvenated basketball and 
hockey game atmospheres 
and have opened the door 
to a much more exciting 
and engaging game day 
experience for our fans. 

Fenway Sports Group has signed a nine-
year extension with ISP Sports for the 
college sports marketer to manage radio 
initiatives for Boston College football 
and men’s basketball. Both ISP and FSG 
are committed to broadening the Eagles’ 
radio network throughout New England 
so that more fans call follow the success 
of BC sports. ISP will handle advertising 
and sponsorship sales, programming and 
broadcast production for Boston College 
radio through June 2019. Boston College 
radio broadcasts for football and men’s 
basketball are heard on the Flagship 
Station, WEEI, and 15-plus affiliate 
stations in all six New England states.

Boston College and 
Notre Dame, the only 
two Catholic schools to 
sponsor football at the 
FBS level, have reached 
an agreement to extend 
the series between the 
programs to 2019.

Boston College is scheduled to host the 
Fighting Irish in 2012, 2015 and 2019. 
The Eagles will travel to South Bend in 
2011, 2016 and 2018.

“(Notre Dame Director of Athletics) Jack 
Swarbrick and I have been discussing 
this for some time and agreed that, as 
the only Catholic institutions that play 
FBS football, Boston College and Notre 
Dame should continue to play each 
other for a period of years,” Director of 
Athletics Gene DeFilippo said. “Our 
series with Notre Dame has been very 
important to Boston College and our 
fans, and we are extremely pleased to 
make this announcement.”

The Irish holds a slight 10-9 lead in the 
all-time series between the two teams 
after last year’s win in South Bend. Prior 
to that game, Boston College had won 
the previous six meetings. 

BOSTON COLLEGE
& NOTRE DAME 
EXTEND FOOTBALL 
SERIES TO 2019



The team finished with a 29-10-3 overall record, including 
a 16-8-3 mark in Hockey East play. The Eagles earned the 
Beanpot title, the Hockey East Tournament title and the 
NCAA Championship. As the top seed in the Northeast 
Regional, BC defeated Alaska in the first round and Yale in the 
quarterfinals to advance to the Frozen Four in Detroit, Mich., 
the program’s fourth Frozen Four in five years. There, the team 
defeated Miami 7-1 in the semifinals and earned the school’s 
fourth NCAA title with a 5-0 victory over Wisconsin in the 
championship game. Senior Ben Smith earned the Frozen 

Four Most Outstanding Player award. Junior Brian Gibbons 
captured All-Conference first-team honors, sophomore 
Cam Atkinson earned All-Conference second-team 
accolades and Chris Kreider and Brian Dumoulin earned 
All-Conference Rookie Team recognition. Atkinson led 
the nation with 30 goals.

2009-10 BOSTON 
COLLEGE HOCKEY
N A T I O N A L  C H A M P I O N S
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