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2006-07 QUICK FACTS

GENERAL INFORMATION

Location ........ccceeevvuveeeennnn USAF Academy, Colo.
Founded ............ooovvieiiiiiiiiiiieieeee e, 1954
Enrollment ............ccooeeeeiiiiiiiiiieeeiiiiiiieeeeee, 4,000
Nickname.............ccccooeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeenn, Falcons
(@] (o) ¢ Blue and Silver
Affiliation ..............ooeeeeeeeeiii. NCAA Division I
Conference ............ccceeeeeeeeeevnnnnnn.. Mountain West
Superintendent ................. Lt. Gen. John F. Regni
Athletic Director...................... Dr. Hans J. Mueh
COACHING STAFF

Head Coach.......... Ardie Mclnelly (Sixth Season)
Alma Mater.................oeveeeninnn. Boise State ‘82
Office Phone.............ccooovvvvvvevennnnn, 719.333.2345
AFA Record ......ooovvveeveeicininnnn.. 34-106 (5 years)
Career Record ........cccceeveeeennn. 111-168 (10 years)

Assoc. Head Coach....Lisa Robinson (Illinois ‘83)
Asst. Coaches ........ Holly Togiai (Idaho State ‘99)
......................... Angela Munger (Idaho State ‘00)
....................... Capt. Alison Anders (USAFA ‘02)

TEAM INFORMATION

Home Court..........ccouvvveeen... Clune Arena (5,939)
Press Row Phone ...........cccccccvvvvnee. 719.333.6467
2005-06 Overall Record...............cocoevvveeenn. 13-15
2005-06 MWC Record.........ccceeuvvneeen.. 4-12 (7th)
Letterwinners R/L .......c...oooviiieiiiiiiiiiienn. 14/2
Starters R/L ..ccoooovvviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeiieeee e 4/1
ATHLETIC MEDIA RELATIONS

Asst. Athletic Director .................. Troy Garnhart
WBB Contact ......................... Melissa McKeown
Office Phone.............ccooovvvvvvevennnnn, 719.333.9025
Office FaX..........ooovvvviviiiiiiiiiiienenn, 719.333.3798
Home Phone.............oooveeeeeiiiiinnnnn.. 719.213.1509
Cell Phone..........cooovvvvvvieieiiiiiiiinennn, 719.331.8321

E-mail address.....melissa.mckeown@usafa.af.mil
Official website............... GoAirForceFalcons.com




‘Working Press Credentials: Press and photog-
raphy credentials for accredited media mem-
bers can be obtained by contacting Melissa
McKeown, assistant athletic media relations
director, at (719) 333-9025. Press credentials
can be picked up at the will call ticket window
located inside the main doors of the Cadet
Field House.

Radio/TV: Upon receiving permission to
broadcast the game, please contact the media
relations office. Press credentials will be mailed
or left at will call. Telephone lines are the
responsibility of the broadcaster. Information
about local services can be obtained from the
media relations office.

Postgame Interviews: Air Force Academy
head coach Ardie Mclnelly will be available for
interviews following the 10-minute cooling off
period. Players will also be available by request
in the interview room located outside of the
southeast corner of Clune Arena.

In-Season Interviews: All Air Force players
and coaches are available for interviews during
the week with the following guidelines: player
interviews will be done between 2 and 5 p.m.,
depending on the practice schedule. All inter-
view requests should be made at least one day
in advance. They must be coordinated through
Melissa McKeown in the athletic media rela-
tions office at (719) 333-9025.

Contacting Athletes: Student-athlete's private
phone numbers and email addresses will not be
issued to the media. Air Force student-athletes
have also been instructed not to accept calls
from media without prior notification from the
athletic media relations office.

Press Room: A press room, located just out-
side of the southeast corner of Clune Arena, is
available for all working media. Programs,
media guides, statistics and game notes are
available in the press room, along with half-
time and post-game statistics. There are also
ample stations available for filing post-game
stories.

Press Parking: There is no press parking lot at
the Cadet Field House. Parking is granted on a
first-come, first-serve basis.

Falcons on the Air: A limited number of Air
Force games will be broadcast by KKML 1300
AM in Colorado Springs and on the world
wide web at GoAirForceFalcons.com.
Falcons on the Internet: Catch all the
women’s basketball action by visiting the AFA
website at GoAirForceFalcons.com. You will
find stories, press releases, box scores, statistics,
player bios and all other team information.

PRIMARY MEDIA

OUTLETS

The Gazette

30 S. Prospect

Colo. Springs, CO 80903
Phone: (719) 636-0250
Fax: (719) 636-0163

Denver Post

101 W. Colfax Ave., Suite 600
Denver, CO 80202

Phone: (303) 954-1296

Fax: (303) 954-1703

Rocky Mountain News
400 W. Colfax
Denver, CO 80204

KOAA-TV (5/30) - NBC
2200 7th Ave.

Pueblo, CO 81003
Phone: (719) 630-3930
Fax: (719) 543-5052

KKTYV (11) - CBS

3100 N. Nevada Ave.
Colo. Springs, CO 80907
Phone: (719) 578-0000
Fax: (719) 634-3741

KXRM (21) - FOX

560 Wooten Road

Colo. Springs, CO 80915
Phone: (719) 596-2100
Fax: (719) 591-4180

SECONDARY

MEDIA OUTLETS
KXKFN Radio (950 AM)
1095 So. Monaco Parkway
Denver, CO 80224
Phone: (303) 321-0950
Fax: (303) 321-3383

KOA Radio (850 AM)
1380 Lawrence Suite 1300
Denver, CO 80236
Phone: (303) 713-8000
Fax: (303) 713-8509

ESPN Radio (560 AM)
2150 W. 29th Ave., Suite 300
Denver, CO 80211

Phone: (303) 892-5213 KVOR AM 740/KKML Phone: (303) 433-5500

Fax: (303) 892-2602 1300 AM Fax: (303) 433-7688
- Basketball Flagship

Academy Spirit 6805 Corporate Dr. #130 | Fox Sports

HQ USAFA/PAI Rocky Mountain

USAFA, CO 80840
Phone: (719) 333-2044
Fax: (719) 333-3494

Associated Press

1444 Wazee St., Suite 130
Denver, CO 80202
Phone: (303) 825-0123
Fax: (303) 892-5927

KRDO-TV (13) - ABC
P.O. Box 1457

Colo. Springs, CO 80901
Phone: (719) 575-6360
Fax: (719) 475-0815

Colo. Springs, CO 80906
Phone: (719) 593-2700
Fax: (719) 593-2727

2300 15th St., Suite 300
Denver, CO 80217
Phone: (303) 898-2700
Fax: (303) 898-2775

KHOW Radio (690 AM)
8975 E. Kenyon Ave.
Denver, CO 80237
Phone: (303) 477-7110
Fax: (303) 477-5358

KNUS Radio (710 AM)
3131 Lawrence Way, Suite 601
Aurora, CO 80014

Phone: (303) 750-5687

BROADCAST INFO

Jay Ritchie

Jim Arthur

KKML 1300 AM “The Sports Animal”
will broadcast select games this season,
with the schedule to be determined. Jay
Ritchie will return as the announcer for
the Falcons, with Jim Arthur announc-
ing selected games. Additional broad-
casts will be available on the internet at
GoAirForceFalcons.com.

Visit GoAirForceFalcons.com for com-
plete broadcast information.

AIR FORCE ATHLETIC MEDIA
RELATIONS STAFF

2169 Field House Dr.
USAF Academy, CO 80840
Office: 719.333.2313
Fax: 719.333.3798
‘Website: GoAirForceFalcons.com

Asst. AD for Media Relations . . .Troy Garnhart
Associate Director ............ Dave Toller
Assistant Director . .. .......... Jerry Cross
Assistant Director .......... Nick Arseniak
Assistant Director .......... Valerie Perkin
Assistant Director (WBB) .Melissa McKeown
Graphics Specialist . .. .. Madeline McGuire

DIRECTIONS TO THE ACADEMY:

Take I-25 to the North Gate (exit 156B),
and continue through the North Gate for
about two miles. Turn left on Parade Loop.
Make the first right on Field House Drive.
Park east of the Cadet Field House and enter
Clune Arena through the main doors north of
the missile.
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With the Falcons coming off their best
season ever, Air Force head coach Ardie
Mclnelly is prepared for even bigger and bet-
ter things for her team in her sixth season at
the helm of the program. Just a year after
posting a school Division I record with seven
victories, the Falcons nearly doubled their
win total in 2005-06, finishing the season
with a 13-15 overall ledger. Meanwhile, Air
Force also swept a pair of conference oppo-
nents—Colorado State and San Diego
State—en route to a seventh-place league fin-
ish. This season, as the Falcons return 13 let-
terwinners, including four starters, the Air
Force squad should continue the progress it
has made in the past few years.

Leading the way for the Falcons’ return-
ers are senior captains Letricia Castillo and
Andrea Taylor. Castillo, in her third season
as team captain, will provide valuable leader-
ship both on and off the court, as she
embarks upon a quest to become the first
1,000-point scorer in the Falcons’ Division I
history. Meanwhile, Taylor, who missed the
latter half of the season with a knee injury,
will look to return healthy for her senior
campaign.

The Air Force roster boasts two more
seniors in Dawn Higginbotham and Jacki
Novak, while leading scorer and rebounder
from the past two seasons, junior Alecia
Steele, also returns. Junior point guard
Lauren Henderson will try to regain the
form from her freshman year, after struggling
throughout most of the 2005-06 season due
to illness. Everyday starter Pamela Findlay
looks to add more to her arsenal than her
reliable three-point shot, while defensive
stopper Jamie Davis will continue to act as a
spark plug for the Falcons on the court.

“We're coming off our best year since
we've been here, and I think that does say a
lot for this team,” said Mclnelly. “We have a
lot of returners from last year's team, and we

all believe that this year can be even better.”

The key to achieving that goal is consis-
tency, across the board. If the Falcons are
able to continually play at their highest level,
then the 2006-07 season is sure to be a great
success.

SENIORS

Headlining the senior class is Castillo, a
5-8 guard from Anchorage, Alaska. After
spending a great deal of time over the sum-
mer working on her game, the three-year
team captain has the potential to have a stel-
lar senior campaign.

“I always say you get out of something
what you put into it,” said associate head
coach Lisa Robinson. “If that's true, Letricia
will have a great senior year. She realizes her
senior year is her last go-around, so she's
willing and able to do everything possible to
make it a great year.”

Castillo has been a stalwart for the
Falcons, stepping in wherever needed,
including at the point guard position when
starters Taylor and Henderson were both out
of commission. In fact, Castillo’s career-best
27 points came on the road versus Colorado
State in the absence of both starting point
guards. The coaching staff just looks for
Castillo to be more consistent from long-
range, where she ranks as one of the Falcons’
all-time leaders in both three-pointers made
and attempted.

Taylor, the 5-7 point guard from Sugar
Grove, Ill., has worked diligently in the off-
season to rebound from a knee injury that
ended her junior season in February.

“I think she's gained a new apprecia-
tion, having injured her knee, [for] what it
takes [to succeed],” said Robinson. “She's
worked extremely hard at her rehab. As
coaches, we're so excited to get her back on
the floor for us.”

While her knee injury has certainly
slowed her down in some
respects, Taylor has used
the opportunity to work
on other aspects of her
game, namely her ballhan-
dling and shot close to the
basket. As a result, she
should be able to step up
and find a way to con-
tribute to the success of
the team.

Higginbotham, a 5-11 for-
ward from Colorado
Springs, Colo., is another
player who has worked
hard in the off-season, and
with her exceptional ath-
leticism, is expected to
provide good things for
the Falcons. One of her
biggest strengths lies in her

ability to provide Air Force with a smaller,
quicker lineup when needed.

“If she can really focus on the things
she does well-she is one of our most athletic
players, and that's no secret-she will have a
great year,” said Robinson. “She gives us the
ability to run the floor and get some easy
shots. I think she can give us some of those
things that can really spark our team. She can
really be an impact player for us.”

Novak, a 6-3 center from Kewaunee,
Wis., and part-time starter last season, will
look to step up big in her final season. With
the transfer of starting center Ellen Jaeschke,
Novak will certainly have the opportunity to
make her mark.

“I think Jacki is up for the challenge,”
said Mclnelly. “Last spring in workouts, I
thought she worked out very very hard. Since
we've started back, she's had a very good
work ethic. She understands it's an opportu-
nity for her to really make an impact on our
team this year.”

JUNIORS

Steele, the 6-0 forward out of
Oklahoma City, Okla., will look for contin-
ued success on the court this season. A third-
team All-Mountain West Conference selec-
tion in her sophomore campaign, Steele has
averaged 10.5 points and 6.4 rebounds over
her first two seasons.

“She did a lot for us last year and we
look for her to continue to do that,” said
Mclnelly. “I feel that Alecia is a player that
just gets better and better each year. She's
done a better job on her outside shot, and
she's worked on developing her left hand as
well. Alecia is going to hopefully continue to
do what she's done the last two years.”

Henderson, an honorable mention all-
conference pick as a freshman, went through
a difficult year last season, hampered by ill-
ness throughout most of the year. The 5-5
Nixa, Mo., native is back to give the Falcons
an experienced point guard, one who can
effectively be a leader on the floor.

“We're very excited to have a healthy
Lauren back,” said Robinson. “That will
make a huge difference in our ability to
improve even on last year's record. The
biggest thing with Lauren is she does under-
stand the game. She is more of a leader now,
and I think she's more willing to take on that
role now.”

Findlay, a career 42.4 percent three-
point shooter, provides stability in the start-
ing lineup at the three-spot. While a solid
contributor as a rookie, the 5-11 Glenview,
I1l., native stepped up her play in her sopho-
more campaign to become one of Air Force’s
most consistent scoring threats, particularly
from long-range. With her perimeter shot
already one of the team’s most potent
weapons, Findlay has worked on bringing




ECLA STE
even more depth to her game.

“At this time, Pam's probably the most
improved player on our team,” said
Mclnelly. “She's spent a lot of time this sum-
mer working on her ballhandling, working
on her ability to get by the defense and go all
the way to the basket. We just love Pam's
work ethic and we really feel that she's going
to have a breakout year this year.”

Rounding out the junior class is Davis,
a Fresno, Calif., native. The 5-7 guard has
emerged to become the Falcons’ top defen-
sive threat, leading the team with 45 steals in
2005-06 en route to earning defensive MVP
honors.

“Jamie is really a pleasure to coach,
because she does have a great attitude,” said
Robinson. “She also really understands the
game well, and behind the scenes, shares
that with her teammates, which really adds a
lot to our team. She just has that uncanny
ability defensively to anticipate. She contin-
ues to get better because she works hard and
she's got a great attitude and she has some of
those intangible things that sometimes you
can't coach.”

SOPHOMORES

Brooke Cultra, a 5-11 guard/forward
from Onarga, Il1., heads up the class of soph-
omores. After seeing the most action of any
freshman a season ago, Cultra has already
demonstrated her offensive abilities and now
needs just to prove herself on the defensive
end. A proverbial “gym rat”, Cultra’s envi-
able work ethic will surely help her to
improve in every facet of the game.

“Brooke just gets better and better,”
said Mclnelly. “Her biggest asset is probably
on the offensive end. She can score, she can
shoot from the perimeter, she can go inside.
Brooke has a huge upside. She loves the
game of basketball and she's just going to
continue to improve.”

Another guard on the Falcons’ roster is

Kory Gladysz, a native of Tigard, Ore. A
product of the Academy Prep School,
Gladysz has the ability to hit the outside shot
and will provide valuable depth at the off-
guard position.

“She's a competitor,” said McInelly.
“She's got quick hands and quick feet. She's
done some work this summer and this fall to
improve on some of that quickness and
improve on her confidence in hitting the out-
side shot.”

Bringing some size and strength into
the post is Dana Loveless, a 6-0 native of St.
Louis, Mo. Loveless has used her first year at
the collegiate level to adjust to a different
style of play, particularly on the defensive
end, and the coaching staff looks for her to
be a big contributor in the post.

“Dana is another good-sized post play-
er for us,” said Mclnelly. “She has learned a
lot on the defensive end her freshman year.
‘We look for Dana to be able to step in and
give us some good quality minutes. I think
that she's a strong individual. We really
believe that Dana will be able to help us out
this year.”

Fellow post player Kim Kreke, a 6-3
native of Salem, IIl., certainly adds height
on the inside, with her long and lean build.
While she does not have the size of some of
her teammates, Kreke has worked diligently
on building her strength and being more
effective in the paint. In addition, she gives
the Falcons an added weapon with her abili-
ty to shoot from the perimeter.

“She's never going to be the back-to-
the-basket banger because she's not built like
that,” said Robinson. “But she can give us
some things around the basket because she
has been working on her post moves. She
can step outside and hit that shot for us.
She's another person in the post that really
understands the game. We'll continue to see
her game really really blossom. I think all of
her best basketball is ahead, because she's
gotten stronger, because she's more experi-
enced. She'll really bust out this year.”

The sophomore class is completed by
Chasmine Jones, a 5-10 post player from
West Covina, Calif. Jones saw action in just
one contest in her freshman campaign, sit-
ting out the bulk of the season with an
Achilles injury. While she missed the oppor-
tunity to gain valuable experience last sea-
son, Jones showed some of her capabilities
in the team’s summer trip to Canada, and
should continue to improve.

“I think it's critical that she is able to
really learn those things that she missed out
on last year,” said Robinson. “Since she is
undersized, she needs to continue develop-
ing her outside shot, the ability to put it on
the floor from the high post and be able to
create opportunities in some of those ways.
She does have an uncanny ability to get her

shot off. She potentially could give us a lot in
the post because she is a physical player.”

FRESHMEN

This year’s freshman class features
three players including Ashley Myers, who
moves up from the Prep School. Myers, a 5-
8 guard from San Antonio, Texas, has
worked diligently to make her way onto the
Falcons’ roster, and gives Air Force a strong
physical presence at the 2-spot. Meanwhile,
Cynthia Lete, a 5-4 native of Santa Ana,
Calif., will add depth at the point guard posi-
tion. She brings speed and athleticism to the
point, factors that will help the Falcons
against their perennially challenging
Mountain West slate.

Rounding out the group of newcomers
for Air Force is Kathleen Schjodt, a 6-0 for-
ward from Hot Springs, S.D. Schjodt, who
possesses a strong perimeter shot, has the
ability to make an impact. She, like the rest
of the incoming freshmen, will spend a great
deal of time on learning the team’s style of
play, both offensively and defensively.

With the new crop of talent added to
the solid core of veterans, this year’s Air
Force team is prepared to meet—and
exceed—all of its expectations.

“Last year we showed we could com-
pete; now our team just needs to remember
what got them there,” said Mclnelly. “They
need to work hard everyday-not just on
gameday, but in practice-to reach their
expectations. That will set the tone for what
we hope to accomplish this year.”

BROOKE CULTRA




Numerical

No. Name
Letricia Castillo
5 Ashley Myers

12 Kory Gladysz

13 Lauren Henderson
14 Cynthia Lete

22 Jamie Davis

23 Dawn Higginbotham
24 Andrea Taylor

30 Pamela Findlay

31 Chasmine Jones
32 Alecia Steele

33 Kathleen Schjodt
34 Brooke Cultra

35 Dana Loveless

43 Kim Kreke

44 Jacki Novak

Head Coach:

Associate Head Coach:
Assistant Coaches:

Ardie Mclnelly (Boise State ‘82)
Lisa Robinson (Illinois ‘83)

Holly Togiai (Idaho State ‘99)
Angela Munger (Idaho State ‘00)
Capt. Alison Anders (USAFA ‘02)

By Class

Alphabetical SENIORS ()
No. Name Letricia Castillo
.. . Dawn Higginbotham
4 Letricia Castillo A
Jacki Novak
34 Brooke Cultra Andrea Taylor
22 Jamie Davis
30 Pamela Findlay JUNIORS (4)
12 Kory Gladysz Jamie Davis
13 Lauren Henderson Pamela Findlay
23 Dawn Higginbotham Lauren _Henderson
31 Chasmine Jones Alecia Steele
4 Kim Kreks
3:; CynthiaeLZte SOPHOMORES (5)
Brooke Cultra
35 Dana Loveless Kory Gladysz
5 Ashley Myers Chasmine Jones
44 Jacki Novak Kim Kreke
14 Kathleen Schjodt Dana Loveless
32 Alecia Steele
24 Andrea Taylor FRESHMEN(3)
Cynthia Lete
Ashley Myers
Kathleen Schjodt
By State
ALASKA (1) COLORADO (1) MISSOURI (2) OREGON (1)
Letricia Castillo Dawn Higginbotham Lauren Henderson Kory Gladysz
Dana Loveless
CALIFORNIA (3) ILLINOIS (4) SOUTH DAKOTA (1)
Jamie Davis Brooke Cultra OKLAHOMA (1) Kathleen Schjodt
Chasmine Jones Pamela Findlay Alecia Steele
Cynthia Lete Kim Kreke TEXAS (1)
Andrea Taylor Ashley Myers

Pos. Ht. Cl. Hometown (High School)

G 5-8 Sr. Anchorage, Alaska (Bartlett)

G 5-8 Fr. San Antonio, Texas (William H. Taft)

G 5-7 So. Tigard, Ore. (Jesuit)

G 5-5 Jr. Nixa, Mo. (Nixa)

G 5-4 Fr. Santa Ana, Calif. (Saddleback)

G 5-7 Jr. Fresno, Calif. (Hoover)

F 5-11 Sr. Colorado Springs, Colo. (Cheyenne Mountain)
G 5-7 Sr. Sugar Grove, Ill. (Aurora Central Catholic)

G 5-11 Jr. Glenview, Ill. (Glenbrook South)

F 5-10 So. West Covina, Calif. (Bishop Amat Memorial)
F 6-0 Jr. Oklahoma City, Okla. (Millwood)

F 6-0 Fr. Hot Springs, S.D. (Hot Springs)

G 5-11 So. Onarga, Ill. (Iroquois West)

F 6-0 So. St. Louis, Mo. (Metro Academy)

C 6-3 So. Salem, Ill. (Salem Community)

C 6-2 Sr. Kewaunee, Wis. (Kewaunee)

By Position

GUARDS (9)
Letricia Castillo
Brooke Cultra
Jamie Davis
Pamela Findlay
Kory Gladysz
Lauren Henderson
Cynthia Lete
Ashley Myers
Andrea Taylor

FORWARDS (5)
Dawn Higginbotham
Chasmine Jones
Dana Loveless
Kathleen Schjodt
Alecia Steele

CENTERS (2)
Kim Kreke
Jacki Novak

WISCONSIN (1)
Jacki Novak






